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Preface 



The main purpose of the present treatise is to give an account of some of the 
topics in algebraic geometry which while having occupied the minds of many 
mathematicians in previous generations have fallen out of fashion in modern 
times. Often in the history of mathematics new ideas and techniques make the 
work of previous generations of researchers obsolete, especially this applies 
to the foundations of the subject and the fundamental general theoretical facts 
used heavily in research. Even the greatest achievements of the past genera- 
tions which can be found for example in the work of F. Severi on algebraic 
cycles or in the work of O. Zariski's in the theory of algebraic surfaces have 
been greatly generalized and clarified so that they now remain only of histor- 
ical interest. In contrast, the fact that a nonsingular cubic surface has 27 lines 
or that a plane quartic has 28 bitangents is something that cannot be improved 
upon and continues to fascinate modern geometers. One of the goals of this 
present work is then to save from oblivion the work of many mathematicians 
who discovered these classic tenets and many other beautiful results. 

In writing this book the greatest challenge the author has faced was distilling 
the material down to what should be covered. The number of concrete facts, 
examples of special varieties and beautiful geometric constructions that have 
accumulated during the classical period of development of algebraic geometry 
is enormous and what the reader is going to find in the book is really only 
the tip of the iceberg; a work that is like a taste sampler of classical algebraic 
geometry. It avoids most of the material found in other modern books on the 
subject, such as, for example, [10] where one can find many of the classical 
results on algebraic curves. Instead, it tries to assemble or, in other words, to 
create a compendium of material that either cannot be found, is too dispersed to 
be found easily, or is simply not treated adequately by contemporary research 
papers. On the other hand, while most of the material treated in the book exists 
in classical treatises in algebraic geometry, their somewhat archaic terminology 
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and what is by now completely forgotten background knowledge makes these 
books useful to but a handful of experts in the classical literature. Lastly, one 
must admit that the personal taste of the author also has much sway in the 
choice of material. 

The reader should be warned that the book is by no means an introduction 
to algebraic geometry. Although some of the exposition can be followed with 
only a minimum background in algebraic geometry, for example, based on 
Shafarevich's book [528], it often relies on current cohomological techniques, 
such as those found in Hartshorne's book [281]. The idea was to reconstruct 
a result by using modern techniques but not necessarily its original proof. For 
one, the ingenious geometric constructions in those proofs were often beyond 
the authors abilities to follow them completely. Understandably, the price of 
this was often to replace a beautiful geometric argument with a dull cohomo- 
logical one. For those looking for a less demanding sample of some of the 
topics covered in the book, the recent beautiful book [39] may be of great use. 

No attempt has been made to give a complete bibliography. To give an idea 
of such an enormous task one could mention that the report on the status of 
topics in algebraic geometry submitted to the National Research Council in 
Washington in 1928 [533] contains more than 500 items of bibliography by 
130 different authors only in the subject of planar Cremona transformations 
(covered in one of the chapters of the present book.) Another example is the 
bibliography on cubic surfaces compiled by J. E. Hill [294] in 1896 which 
alone contains 205 titles. Meyer's article [383] cites around 130 papers pub- 
lished 1896-1928. The title search in MathSciNet reveals more than 200 papers 
refereed since 1940, many of them published only in the past 20 years. How 
sad it is when one considers the impossibility of saving from oblivion so many 
names of researchers of the past who have contributed so much to our subject. 

A word about exercises: some of them are easy and follow from the defi- 
nitions, some of them are hard and are meant to provide additional facts not 
covered in the main text. In this case we indicate the sources for the statements 
and solutions. 

I am very grateful to many people for their comments and corrections to 
many previous versions of the manuscript. I am especially thankful to Sergey 
Tikhomirov whose help in the mathematical editing of the book was essential 
for getting rid of many mistakes in the previous versions. For all the errors still 
found in the book the author bears sole responsibility. 
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1.1 Polar hypersurfaces 

1.1.1 The polar pairing 

We will take C as the base field, although many constructions in this book 
work over an arbitrary algebraically closed field. 

We will usually denote by E a vector space of dimension n + 1. Its dual 
vector space will be denoted by E v . 

Let S(E) be the symmetric algebra of E, the quotient of the tensor algebra 
T(E) — (Bd>oE® d by the two-sided ideal generated by tensors of the form 

v <£> w — w <£> v,v,w G E. The symmetric algebra is a graded commutative 
algebra, its graded components S d (E) are the images of E® d in the quotient. 
The vector space S d (E) is called the <i-th symmetric power of E. Its dimension 
is equal to ■ The image of a tensor V\ ® • • • ® in S d (E) is denoted by 

vi ■ ■ ■ v d . 

The permutation group &d has a natural linear representation in E® d via 
permuting the factors. The symmetrization operator (B a e6 d ^ is a projection 
operator onto the subspace of symmetric tensors Sd(E) = (E® d ) 6d multi- 
plied by d\. It factors through S d (E) and defines a natural isomorphism 

S d (E) - 

Replacing £ by its dual space E v , we obtain a natural isomorphism 

p d : S d (£ v ) -> S d (£ v ). (1.1) 

Under the identification of (E v )® d with the space (£® d ) v , we will be able 
to identify Sd(E v ) with the space Rom(E d , C) Sd of symmetric d-multilinear 
functions E d — > C. The isomorphism pd is classically known as the total 
polarization map. 

Next we use that the quotient map E m -> S d (E) is a universal symmetric 
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tf-multilinear map, i.e. any linear map E® d -> F with values in some vector 
space F factors through a linear map S d (E) — > i* 1 . If F = C, this gives a 
natural isomorphism 

(£®d)v =s d (E v ) -^S d (E) w . 
Composing it with pd, we get a natural isomorphism 

S d (E v ) -> S d (E) v . (1.2) 
It can be viewed as a perfect bilinear pairing, the polar pairing 

(,) : S d (E v ) <g> S d (E) -» C. (1.3) 

This pairing extends the natural pairing between JS and i? v to the symmetric 
powers. Explicitly, 

{h - ■ - ld,Wi - ■ -W d ) = 2_j " ' l (T- 1 (<l)( w d)- 

One can extend the total polarization isomorphism to a partial polarization 
map 

(,) : S d (E v )(g>S k (E)-> S d - k (E v ), k < d, (1.4) 
(Zi • • • la, wi ■ ■ ■ w k ) = 2J (h 1 ---k k ,wi---w k ) Yl l i- 

l<ii<...<i k <n j^ii,...,i k 

In coordinates, if we choose a basis (£()>•-• ,60 m E and its dual basis 
to, . . . ,t n in E v , then we can identify S(E W ) with the polynomial algebra 
C[to, •••,£«] and S d (E y ) with the space C[fo, ■ ■ ■ > t n ]d of homogeneous poly- 
nomials of degree d. Similarly, we identify S d (E) with C[£o, ■ ■ ■ , 6J- The po- 
larization isomorphism extends by linearity of the pairing on monomials 



(jio . . . fin pio . . . tjn \ 



i !---l„! if (i , . . . , i n ) = (jo,---,j n ), 
otherwise. 



One can give an explicit formula for pairing (1.4) in terms of differential 
operators. Since (t»,£j) = Sij, it is convenient to view a basis vector £j as 
the partial derivative operator dj — -J^-. Hence any element t/j G S k (E) = 
C[£oj ■ ■ ■ i £n]fe can be viewed as a differential operator 

=il){d Q ,...,d n ), 

The pairing (1.4) becomes 

W&,...,€n),/(*d,...,*n)> = -D*(/). 
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For any monomial d 1 = d l " ■ ■ ■ d' L £ and any monomial t j = t J Q ° ■ ■ ■ t^ 1 , we 
have 

; . frvjUtJ- 1 if j — i > 0, 
9 (t J ) = < " (1.5) 

{ otherwise. 

Here and later we use the vector notation: 

fk\ k\ 

i! = i !---i„!, (j) = ~j[' |i| = *oH Vi n - 

The total polarization / of a polynomial / is given explicitly by the following 
formula: 

/>!, ...,v d ) = D Vl ... Vd (f) = (D V1 0...0 D Vd ){f). 
Taking V\ = . . . = = v, we get 

f(v,...,v) = d\f(v) = £>„<(/) = ]T {iy&f. (1.6) 

|i|=d 

Remark 1.1.1 The polarization isomorphism was known in the classical liter- 
ature as the symbolic method. Suppose / = l d is a d-th power of a linear form. 
Then D v {f) = dliv)^ 1 and 

D V1 o . . . o D Vk {f) = d(d —l)---(d — k+ l)l( Vl ) ■ ■ ■ l{v k )l d - k . 

In classical notation, a linear form a i x % on C™ +1 is denoted by a x and the 
dot-product of two vectors a, b is denoted by (ab). Symbolically, one denotes 
any homogeneous form by a d and the right-hand side of the previous formula 
reads as d(d —l)---(d — k+ l){ab) k a d T k . 

Let us take E = S m (U v ) for some vector space U and consider the linear 
space S d (S m (U x/ ) x/ ). Using the polarization isomorphism, we can identify 
S m (£/ V ) v with S m (U). Let (Co, ...,&•) be a basis in U and (to, . . . ,t r+1 ) be 
the dual basis in U v . Then we can take for a basis of S m (U) the monomials 
£ J . The dual basis in S m (U v ) is formed by the monomials ^x 1 . Thus, for any 
/ e S m {U v ), we can write 

m\f = ]T (T)«i xi - ( L? ) 

|i|=m 

In symbolic form, m!/ = (a x ) m . Consider the matrix 
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where (£,Q k \ ■ ■ ■ , £r ) is a copy of a basis in U. Then the space S d (S m (U)) 
is equal to the subspace of the polynomial algebra C[(£^ )] in d(r + 1) vari- 
ables £y of polynomials which are homogeneous of degree m in each column 
of the matrix and symmetric with respect to permutations of the columns. Let 
J C {1, . . . , off with # J = r+1 and (J) be the corresponding maximal minor 
of the matrix 5. Assume r+1 divides dm. Consider a product of k = ^j- such 
minors in which each column participates exactly m times. Then a sum of such 
products which is invariant with respect to permutations of columns represents 
an element from S d (S m (U)) which has an additional property that it is invari- 
ant with respect to the group SL(£7) = SL(r + 1, C) which acts on U by the 
left multiplication with a vector (£o, • • • > £r)- The First Fundamental Theorem 
of invariant theory states that any element in S d (S m (U)) 5 ^^ is obtained in 
this way (see [181]). We can interpret elements of S d (S m (U v ) w ) as polyno- 
mials in coefficients of a\ of a homogeneous form of degree d in r + 1 vari- 
ables written in the form (1.7). We write symbolically an invariant in the form 
( Ji) • • • ( Jfc) meaning that it is obtained as sum of such products with some 
coefficients. If the number d is small, we can use letters, say a, b, c, . . . , in- 
stead of numbers l,...,d. For example, (12) 2 (13) 2 (23) 2 = (ab) 2 (be) 2 (ac) 2 
represents an element in S' 3 (S' 4 (C 2 )). 
In a similar way, one considers the matrix 

/M) Ad) ,(i) ,( S )\ 

so ■ ■ ■ SO ''O i o 

Ad) .(i) A*) , 

\ Sr ■ ■ ■ Sr l>r ■ ■ • I 

The product of k maximal minors such that each of the first d columns occurs 
exactly k times and each of the last s columns occurs exactly p times represents 
a covariant of degree p and order k. For example, (ab) 2 a x b x represents the 
Hessian determinant 

I d 2 f \ 

He(/)=det _g_ 9 gH 

\dx2dx1 dx\ / 

of a ternary cubic form /. 

The projective space of lines in E will be denoted by \E\. The space |-E V | 
will be denoted by F(E) (following Grothendieck's notation). We call F(E) 
the dual projective space of \E\. We will often denote it by |-E| V . 

A basis £0,. .. ,£„ in E defines an isomorphism E = C n+1 and identi- 
fies \E\ with the projective space P" := |C" +1 |. For any nonzero vector 
v E E we denote by [v] the corresponding point in \E\. If E = C™ +1 and 
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v = (a , . . . , a n ) e C n+1 we set [v] = [a , a n ). We call [a , ■ . . , a n ] 
the projective coordinates of a point [a] £ P n . Other common notation for the 
projective coordinates of [a] is (an. : ai : . . . : a„), or simply (ao, . . . , a n ), if 
no confusion arises. 

The projective space comes with the tautological invertible sheaf Oi e i(1) 
whose space of global sections is identified with the dual space E y . Its d-fh 
tensor power is denoted by 0\E\{d). Its space of global sections is identified 
with the symmetric <i-th power S d (E x/ ). 

For any / G S d (E x/ ),d > 0, we denote by V(f) the corresponding ef- 
fective divisor from |0|£|(<f)|, considered as a closed subscheme of \E\, not 
necessarily reduced. We call V(f) a hypersurface of degree d in \E\ defined 
by equation / = 1 A hypersurface of degree 1 is a hyperplane. By definition, 
V(0) = \E\ and V(l) = 0. The projective space \S d (E v )\ can be viewed 
as the projective space of hypersurfaces in \E\. It is equal to the complete lin- 
ear system \0\e\ (d)\ - Using isomorphism (1.2), we may identify the projective 
space |S ,d (£')| of hypersurfaces of degree d in |£' v | with the dual of the pro- 
jective space \S d E v \. A hypersurface of degree d in |£' v | is classically known 
as an envelope of class d. 

The natural isomorphisms 

(E w )® d = H°(\E\ d ,O lEl (lf d ), S d (E y ) = H t) (\E\ d ,O lEl (lf d ) & ' t 

allow one to give the following geometric interpretation of the polarization 
isomorphism. Consider the diagonal embedding Sd : \E\ ^> \E\ d . Then the 
total polarization map is the inverse of the isomorphism 

5* d : H°(\E\ d ,O lEl (lf d ) 6 * - H°(\E\,O lEl (d)). 

We view a i9o + ■ ■ ■ + a n d n ^ as a point a € \E\ with projective coordi- 
nates [a 0l . . . ,«„]. 

Definition 1.1.2 Let X = V(f) be a hypersurface of degree d in \E\ and 
x — [v] be a point in \E\. The hypersurface 

P ak (X) :=V(D vk (f)) 

of degree d — k is called the fc-th polar hypersurface of the point a with respect 
to the hypersurface V(f) (or of the hypersurface with respect to the point). 

1 This notation should not be confused with the notation of the closed subset in Zariski topology 
defined by the ideal (/). It is equal to V / (/) re d- 
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Example 1.1.3 Let d = 2, i.e. 

n 

i=0 0<i<j<n 

is a quadratic form on C" +1 . For any x = [a , ...,a n ] € P n , = 
V(s), where 

i=0 * 0<i<j<n 

The linear map v D v (f) is a map from C" +1 to (C n+1 ) v which can be 
identified with the polar bilinear form associated to / with matrix 2(a>ij). 

Let us give another definition of the polar hypersurfaces P x k(X). Choose 
two different points a = [ao, ■ ■ ■ , a n ] an d b = [bo, . . . , b n ] in P™ and consider 
the line I = ab spanned by the two points as the image of the map 

ip : P 1 — > P™, [uo, ui] i > u a + u\b := [a u + b Ui, . .., a n u + b n ui] 

(a parametric equation of £). The intersection £p\X is isomorphic to the positive 
divisor on P 1 defined by the degree d homogeneous form 

<£*(/) = f(u a + uib) = f(a u + b Ui,. . . ,a n u + b n ui). 

Using the Taylor formula at (0,0), we can write 

P*tf)= E T^-Au?A km (a,b), (1.8) 

k+m—d 



where 

gV(/) 

Using the Chain Rule, we get 

A fcm (a,6)= ^ (*)(7)aW +J / = iW(/)- (1.9) 

|i|=fc,|j|=m 

Observe the symmetry 

A km (a, b) = A mk (b, a). (1.10) 

When we fix a and let b vary in P" we obtain a hypersurface V(A(a, x)) of 
degree d — k which is the fc-th polar hypersurface of X = V(f) with respect 
to the point a. When we fix b and vary a in P™, we obtain the m-th polar 
hypersurface V(A(x, b)) of X with respect to the point b. 
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Note that 

D aHm (f) = D ak (D bm (f)) = D bm (a) = D bm (D ak (f)) = D ak {f){b). 

(1.11) 

This gives the symmetry property of polars 

beP a k(X)^aeP b d-k(X). (1.12) 

Since we are in characteristic 0, if m < d, D a m (f) cannot be zero for all a. To 
see this we use the Euler formula: 

df = y u ^. 

^ dti 

Applying this formula to the partial derivatives, we obtain 

d(d - 1) • • • (d - k + l)f = J2 (i)* 1 ^/ d-13) 

|i|=fc 

(also called the Euler formula). It follows from this formula that, for all k < d, 

aeP a k(X)&a€X. (1.14) 
This is known as the reciprocity theorem. 

Example 1.1.4 Let Md be the vector space of complex square matrices of 
size d with coordinates ty . We view the determinant function det : Md — > C 
as an element of S d (Al d / ), i.e. a polynomial of degree d in the variables ty. 
Let Cij — ^f^. For any point A = (aij) in Md the value of Cy at A is equal 
to the ij-th cofactor of A. Applying (1.6), for any B = (bij) £ Md, we obtain 

D M - lB (det) = Dt 1 (D B (det)) = ^(^tyCy) = (d- 

Thus D d ^~ 1 (det) is a linear function UjCij on -^d- The linear map 

S d -\M n ) -> Af d v , A -> ^l^^- 1 (det) , 

can be identified with the function A i— ► adj(yl), where adj(^4) is the cofactor 
matrix (classically called the adjugate matrix of A, but not the adjoint matrix 
as it is often called in modern text-books). 

1.1.2 First polars 

Let us consider some special cases. Let X = V(f) be a hypersurface of degree 
d. Obviously, any 0-th polar of X is equal to X and, by (1.12), the d-th polar 
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P a d(X) is empty if a $ X. and equals P" if a e X. Now take k = 1, d - 1. 
By using (1.6), we obtain 

A>(/) = X>f, 

^^,(,) = g|(a)<. 

Together with (1.12) this implies the following. 

Theorem 1.1.5 For any smooth point x £ X, we have 

P xd -i(X)=T x (X). 

If x is a singular point of X, P x d-i (X) = P". Moreover, for any a € P ra , 

x n P a (X) = {x e X : a e T X (X)}. 

Here and later on we denote by T X (X) the embedded tangent space of a 
projective subvariety X c P™ at its point x. It is a linear subspace of P™ equal 
to the projective closure of the affine Zariski tangent space T X (X) of X at x 
(see [277], p. 181). 

In classical terminology, the intersection X D P a (X) is called the apparent 
boundary of X from the point a. If one projects X to P n_1 from the point a, 
then the apparent boundary is the ramification divisor of the projection map. 

The following picture makes an attempt to show what happens in the case 
when X is a conic. 




Figure 1 . 1 Polar line of a conic 

The set of first polars P a (X) defines a linear system contained in the com- 
plete linear system \Op™ (d — 1) . The dimension of this linear system < n. We 
will be freely using the language of linear systems and divisors on algebraic 
varieties (see [281]). 
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Proposition 1.1.6 The dimension of the linear system of first polars < r if 
and only if after a linear change of variables, the polynomial f becomes a 
polynomial in r + 1 variables. 

Proof Let X = V(f). It is obvious that the dimension of the linear system of 
first polars < r if and only if the linear map E — > S (E v ), v i— > D v (f) has 
kernel of dimension > n — r. Choosing an appropriate basis, we may assume 
that the kernel is generated by vectors (1, 0, . . . , 0), etc. Now, it is obvious that 
/ does not depend on the variables to, ... , t n - r -x. □ 

It follows from Theorem 1.1.5 that the first polar P a (X) of a point a with 
respect to a hypersurface X passes through all singular points of X. One can 
say more. 

Proposition 1.1.7 Let a be a singular point of X of multiplicity m. For each 
r < degX — m, P a r(X) has a singular point at a of multiplicity m and the 
tangent cone of P a r(X) at a coincides with the tangent cone TC a (X) of X at 
a. For any point b ^ a, the r-th polar Pf,r(X) has multiplicity > m — r at a 
and its tangent cone at a is equal to the r-th polar of TC a (X) with respect to 
b. 

Proof Let us prove the first assertion. Without loss of generality, we may 
assume that a = [1,0, ... , 0]. Then X = V(f), where 

f = t m f m (t-l,...,t n ) + t m 1 / m +l(il, ■ ■ ■ ) t n ) + ' ' ' + fd(h, . . . , t n ). 

(1.15) 

The equation / m (ii, . . . , t n ) = defines the tangent cone of X at b. The 
equation of P a r{X) is 

J p \ A (d—m—i\id—m—r—i r /> • \ n 

~dF = T - \ r )*0 fm+i{tl,...,t n ) =0. 

i=0 

It is clear that [1, 0, . . . , 0] is a singular point of P a r (X) of multiplicity m with 
the tangent cone V(f m (tx, t n )). 

Now we prove the second assertion. Without loss of generality, we may 
assume that a — [1, 0, . . . , 0] and b = [0, 1, 0, ... , 0]. Then the equation of 

P b r(X) iS 

d r f = ,d- m d r fm d r f d = 

dt\ dt\ dt\ 

The point a is a singular point of multiplicity > m — r. The tangent cone of 
Pbr-(X) at the point a is equal to V( 9 g {™ ) and this coincides with the r-th 
polar of TC a (X) = V(f m ) with respect to b. □ 
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We leave it to the reader to see what happens if r > d — m. 

Keeping the notation from the previous proposition, consider a line £ through 
the point a such that it intersects X at some point i/a with multiplicity larger 
than one. The closure EC a (X) of the union of such lines is called the envelop- 
ing cone of X at the point a. If X is not a cone with vertex at a, the branch 
divisor of the projection p : X \ {a} — > P™ -1 from a is equal to the projection 
of the enveloping cone. Let us find the equation of the enveloping cone. 

As above, we assume that a = [1, 0, . . . , 0]. Let H be the hyperplane to = 0. 
Write £ in a parametric form ua + vx for some x G H, Plugging in Equation 
(1.15), we get 

P(t) = t d ~ m f m (xi, . . . , X n )+t d ~ m ~ 1 f m+ l(xi, . ,.,X m )-\ h/d(xi, • • • , X n ) = 0, 

where t = u/v. 

We assume that X TC a (X), i.e. X is not a cone with vertex at a (oth- 
erwise, by definition, EC a (X) = TC a (X)). The image of the tangent cone 
under the projection p : X \ {a} — > H = P™ _1 is a proper closed subset of 
H. If f m (xi, . . . , x n ) 7^ 0, then a multiple root of P(t) defines a line in the 
enveloping cone. Let Dk(A , . . . ,At~) be the discriminant of a general poly- 
nomial P = A Q T k H h A k of degree k. Recall that 

A D k (A Q , ...,A k ) = (-l) fc < fe - 1 )/ 2 Res(P, P')(A , ...,A k ), 

where Res(P, P') is the resultant of P and its derivative P' , It follows from 
the known determinant expression of the resultant that 

D k (0,A u ...,A k ) = (~l) ! ^ ±1 A 2 D k „ 1 (A 1 ,...,A k ). 
The equation P(t) = has a multiple zero with t ^ if and only if 

Dd- m (f m {x), . . -,fd(x)) = 0. 

So, we see that 

EC a (X) c V(D d _ m (/ m (aO, • ■ ■ , fd(x))), (1-16) 
EC a (X) n TC a (X) c V{D d _ m ^{f m+1 (x), . . . , f d (x))). 

It follows from the computation of ^Jr in the proof of the previous Proposition 
that the hypersurface V (Dd- m (fm(x) , ■ ■ ■ , fd(x))) is equal to the projection 

ofP a pOnxto H. 

Suppose V(Dd_ m _i(/ m+ i(a;), . . . and TC a (X) do not share an 

irreducible component. Then 

V(D d . m (f m (x), f d (x))) \ TC a (X) n V(D d _ m (/ m (x), . . . , f d {x))) 
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= V(Dd-m(fm(x), f d (x))) \ V(D d _ m _ 1 (/ m + 1 ( 3; ), . . . , f d (x))) C EC (X), 

gives the opposite inclusion of (1.16), and we get 

EC a {X) = V(D d _ m (f m (x), f d (x))). (1.17) 

Note that the discriminant Dd- m (Ao, . . . , Aj.) is an invariant of the group 
SL(2) in its natural representation on degree k binary forms. Taking the diago- 
nal subtorus, we immediately infer that any monomial A 1 ^ ■ ■ ■ A l £ entering in 
the discriminant polynomial satisfies 

fc fc 
k^^i s — 2^ si s . 

S=0 8=0 

It is also known that the discriminant is a homogeneous polynomial of degree 
2k — 2 . Thus, we get 

A- 

k(k — 1) = si s . 

s=0 

In our case k = d — m, we obtain that 

d—ra 

degV{D d _ m (f m (x), . . . Jd(x))) = ^2(m + s)i s 

s=0 

= m(2d- 2m-2) + (d- m)(d -m - 1) = (d+m)(d - m - 1). 

This is the expected degree of the enveloping cone. 
Example 1.1.8 Assume m = d — 2, then 

D 2 (f d -2(x)Jd-i(x), fd(x)) = fd-i(x) 2 -4f d - 2 {x)fd(x), 

Suppose fd-2(x) and f d -i are coprime. Then our assumption is satisfied, and 
we obtain 

EC a (J0 = V(f d ^(x) 2 - 4/ d _ 2 (z)/ d (x)). 

Observe that the hypersurfaces V(f d -2(x)) and V(f d (x)) are everywhere tan- 
gent to the enveloping cone. In particular, the quadric tangent cone TC a (X) is 
everywhere tangent to the enveloping cone along the intersection of V(f d -2(x)) 
with V(f d -i Or)). 
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For any nonsingular quadric Q, the map x ^ P X {Q) defines a projective 
isomorphism from the projective space to the dual projective space. This is a 
special case of a correlation. 

According to classical terminology, a projective automorphism of P" is 
called a collineation. An isomorphism from \E\ to its dual space P(E) is called 
a correlation. A correlation c : \E\ — > V(E) is given by an invertible linear map 
(j) : E — > _E V defined uniquely up to proportionality. A correlation transforms 
points in \E\ to hyperplanes in \E\. A point x G is called conjugate to a 
point y e with respect to the correlation c if y G c(x). The transpose of the 
inverse map t <j)~ 1 : E v — > transforms hyperplanes in to points in It 
can be considered as a correlation between the dual spaces P(E) and \E\. It is 
denoted by c v and is called the dual correlation. It is clear that (c v ) v = c. If 
H is a hyperplane in \E\ and x is a point in H, then point y e conjugate 
to x under c belongs to any hyperplane H' in \E\ conjugate to H under c v . 

A correlation can be considered as a line in (E ® E) v spanned by a nonde- 
generate bilinear form, or, in other words as a nonsingular correspondence of 
type (1, 1) in \E\ x \E\. The dual correlation is the image of the divisor under 
the switch of the factors. A pair (x, y) € \E\ x \E\ of conjugate points is just 
a point on this divisor. 

We can define the composition of correlations c' o c v . Collineations and 
correlations form a group SPGL(_E) isomorphic to the group of outer auto- 
morphisms of PGL(i^). The subgroup of collineations is of index 2. 

A correlation c of order 2 in the group £PGL(£?) is called a polarity. In 
linear representative, this means that t cj)= X(f> for some nonzero scalar A. After 
transposing, we obtain A = ±1. The case A = 1 corresponds to the (quadric) 
polarity with respect to a nonsingular quadric in \E\ which we discussed in this 
section. The case A = — 1 corresponds to a null-system (or null polarity) which 
we will discuss in Chapters 2 and 10. In terms of bilinear forms, a correlation 
is a quadric polarity (resp. null polarity) if it can be represented by a symmetric 
(skew-symmetric) bilinear form. 



Theorem 1.1.9 Any projective automorphism is equal to the product of two 
quadric polarities. 



Proof Choose a basis in E to represent the automorphism by a Jordan matrix 
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J. Let Jfe(A) be its block of size k with A at the diagonal. Let 



B k 



/0 




1 
Vl 



Then 



C fc (A) = B k J k {\) 



V\ 

1 




0/ 



/0 




A 

Va i 





A 1 




0/ 



Observe that the matrices 1 and Cfc(A) are symmetric. Thus each Jordan 
block of J can be written as the product of symmetric matrices, hence J is the 
product of two symmetric matrices. It follows from the definition of composi- 
tion in the group EPGL(i?) that the product of the matrices representing the 
bilinear forms associated to correlations coincides with the matrix representing 
the projective transformation equal to the composition of the correlations. □ 



1.1.3 Polar quadrics 

A (d — 2)-polar of X = V(f) is a quadric, called the polar quadric of X with 
respect to a = [do, • • • , a n ]. It is defined by the quadratic form 

q = D ad - 2 (f)= E ("iV^/. 

|i|=d-2 

Using Equation (1.9), we obtain 

1= E (jV 9i /(a). 

|i|=2 V J 

By (1.14), each a £ X belongs to the polar quadric P a d-2(X). Also, by 
Theorem 1.1.5, 

T a (P ad - 2 (X)) = P a {P ad -2{X)) = P a *-i(X) = T a (X). (1.18) 

This shows that the polar quadric is tangent to the hypersurface at the point a. 
Consider the line I = ab through two points a, b. Let ip : P 1 — ■> P n be 
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its parametric equation, i.e. a closed embedding with the image equal to £. It 
follows from (1.8) and (1.9) that 

i(X,ab) a >s+l^^bEP a d-k(X), k < s. (1.19) 

For s — 0, the condition means that a £ X. For s = 1, by Theorem 1.1.5, 
this condition implies that b, and hence £, belongs to the tangent plane T a (X). 
For s = 2, this condition implies that b 6 P a d-i(X). Since £ is tangent to X 
at a, and -P a d-2 (X) is tangent to X at a, this is equivalent to that £ belongs to 

P ad -*(X). 

It follows from (1.19) that a is a singular point of X of multiplicity > s + 1 
if and only if P a d-k(X) — P™ for k < s. In particular, the quadric polar 
P a d-2 (X) = P™ if and only if a is a singular point of X of multiplicity > 3. 

Definition 1.1.10 A line is called an inflection tangent to X at a point a if 

i(x,e) a >2. 

Proposition 1.1.11 Let £ be a line through a point a. Then £ is an inflection 
tangent to X at a if and only if it is contained in the intersection ofT a (X) with 
the polar quadric P a d-2(X). 

Note that the intersection of an irreducible quadric hypersurface Q = V(q) 
with its tangent hyperplane H at a point a E Q is a cone in H over the quadric 
Q in the image H of H in | E / [a] \ . 

Corollary 1.1.12 Assume n > 3. For any a S X, there exists an inflection 
tangent line. The union of the inflection tangents containing the point a is the 
cone T a (X) n P ad -2(X) in T a (X). 

Example 1.1.13 Assume a is a singular point of X. By Theorem 1.1.5, this 
is equivalent to that P a d-i(X) = P". By (1.18), the polar quadric Q is also 
singular at a and therefore it must be a cone over its image under the projection 
from a. The union of inflection tangents is equal to Q. 

Example 1.1.14 Assume a is a nonsingular point of an irreducible surface X 
in P 3 . A tangent hyperplane T a (X) cuts out in X a curve C with a singular 
point a. If a is an ordinary double point of C, there are two inflection tangents 
corresponding to the two branches of C at a. The polar quadric Q is nonsingu- 
lar at a. The tangent cone of C at the point a is a cone over a quadric Q in P 1 . 
If Q consists of two points, there are two inflection tangents corresponding to 
the two branches of C at a. If Q consists of one point (corresponding to non- 
reduced hypersurface in P 1 ), then we have one branch. The latter case happens 
only if Q is singular at some point b ^ a. 
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1.1.4 The Hessian hypersurface 

Let Q(a) be the polar quadric of X = V(f) with respect to some point a e P n . 
The symmetric matrix defining the corresponding quadratic form is equal to 
the Hessian matrix of second partial derivatives of / 

He ^ = iww) 

\OtiOtj / i,j=0,...,n 

evaluated at the point a. The quadric Q(a) is singular if and only if the deter- 
minant of the matrix is equal to zero (the locus of singular points is equal to 
the projectivization of the null-space of the matrix). The hypersurface 

He(.Y) = V(detHe(/)) 

describes the set of points a e P" such that the polar quadric P a d-2(X) is 
singular. It is called the Hessian hypersurface of X. Its degree is equal to (d — 
2)(n + 1) unless it coincides with P™. 

Proposition 1.1.15 The following is equivalent: 

(i) He(X) = P"; 

(ii) there exists a nonzero polynomial g(z , . . . , z n ) such that 

g(d f,...,d n f) = 0. 

Proof This is a special case of a more general result about the Jacobian de- 
terminant (also known as the functional determinant) of n + 1 polynomial 
functions fo, - ■■ ,f n defined by 




Suppose J(/ , ...,/„) = 0. Then the map / : C Il+1 -» C™ +1 defined by the 
functions f , . . . ,f n is degenerate at each point (i.e. df x is of rank < n + 1 
at each point x). Thus the closure of the image is a proper closed subset of 
C" +1 . Hence there is an irreducible polynomial that vanishes identically on 
the image. 

Conversely, assume that g(f , . . . , /„) = for some polynomial g which 
we may assume to be irreducible. Then 

&-gg<A =o, i = o,...,„. 

Since g is irreducible, its set of zeros is nonsingular on a Zariski open set U. 



16 Polarity 
Thus the vector 

(^-{fo(x), f n (x)), ^(f (x),. . . , f n (x)) 

OZq OZ n 

is a nontrivial solution of the system of linear equations with matrix (^-(x)), 
where x € U . Therefore, the determinant of this matrix must be equal to zero. 
This implies that J(/q, . . . , f n ) — on U, hence it is identically zero. □ 

Remark 1.1.16 It was claimed by O. Hesse that the vanishing of the Hessian 
implies that the partial derivatives are linearly dependent. Unfortunately, his 
attempted proof was wrong. The first counterexample was given by P. Gordan 
and M. Noether in [252]. Consider the polynomial 

/ = ^0 + *3*1 + *4*0*1- 

Note that the partial derivatives 

are algebraically dependent. This implies that the Hessian is identically equal 
to zero. We have 

df _ df _ 

oto Oti 
Suppose that a linear combination of the partials is equal to zero. Then 

co4 + cit\ + c 2 t ii + c 3 (2t a t 2 + Uh) + c 4 (2tit 3 + tih) = 0. 

Collecting the terms in which t2, £3 , £4 enter, we get 

2c 3 t — 0, 2c4ii = 0, c 3 ti + c 4 to = 0. 

This gives c 3 = C4 = 0. Since the polynomials io,£i,£o*i sre linearly inde- 
pendent, we also get cq = Ci = c 2 = 0. 

The known cases when the assertion of Hesse is true are d = 2 (any n) and 
71 < 3 (any d) (see [252], [368], [102]). 

Recall that the set of singular quadrics in P" is the discriminant hypersur- 
face D 2 (n) in P"(™+ 3 )/ 2 defined by the equation 



det 



( t()0 toi ... tQ n \ 
tot til ■ ■ ■ ti n 



= 0. 



V^On ^ln ■ ■ ■ inn/ 

By differentiating, we easily find that its singular points are defined by the 
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determinants ofnxn minors of the matrix. This shows that the singular locus 
of D2(n) parameterizes quadrics defined by quadratic forms of rank < n — 1 
(or corank > 2). Abusing the terminology, we say that a quadric Q is of rank 
k if the corresponding quadratic form is of this rank. Note that 

dimSing(<5) = corank Q — 1. 

Assume that He(/) ^ 0. Consider the rational map p : \E\ — > \S 2 (E V )\ 
defined by a h-> P a d-2(X). Note that P a d- 2 (/) = implies P a d-i(f) = 
and hence Y^i=o bidif(a) = for all b. This shows that a is a singular point 
of X. Thus p is defined everywhere except maybe at singular points of X. So 
the map p is regular if X is nonsingular, and the preimage of the discriminant 
hypersurface is equal to the Hessian of X. The preimage of the singular locus 
Sing(D2(n)) is the subset of points a G He(/) such that Sing(P a d-2 (X)) is of 
positive dimension. 

Here is another description of the Hessian hypersurface. 

Proposition 1.1.17 The Hessian hypersurface He(X) is the locus of singular 
points of the first polars of X. 

Proof Let a G He(AT) and let b G Sing(P a d-2 (X)). Then 

D b (D ad -*(f)) = D a 4-*(D b (f)) =0. 

Since !?&(/) is of degree d — 1, this means that T a (Pf,(X)) = P", i.e., a is a 
singular point of P b {X). 

Conversely, if a G Smg(P b (X)), then D a d-2(D b (f)) = D b (D ad -2(f)) = 
0. This means that b is a singular point of the polar quadric with respect to a. 
Hence a G He(X). □ 

Let us find the affine equation of the Hessian hypersurface. Applying the 
Euler formula (1.13), we can write 

tofoi = (d — l)dif — tl/lj — • • • — t n fni, 

kd .f = df - t x dxf t n d n f, 

where fij denote the second partial derivative. Multiplying the first row of 
the Hessian determinant by t and adding to it the linear combination of the 
remaining rows taken with the coefficients ij, we get the following equality: 



det(He(/)) = d — 1 det 
to 



fd f d x f ... d n f\ 

flO fll • • • fin 



\fnO fnl • • ■ fnn/ 
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Repeating the same procedure but this time with the columns, we finally get 



id - I) 2 
det(He(/)) = ^-3^-det 



(&f ... d n f\ 

dlf fll ■•■ fin 



(1.20) 



V &nf fnl ■ ■ ■ fnn/ 

Let </>(zi, . . . , z n ) be the dehomogenization of / with respect to to, i.e., 

/(i ,...,t d ) = t^(*i 

to to 



We have 

Of 



d 2 f 



^0 4 ) iji. z li • ■ • ? )) J — 1, . . . , 71, 



where 



dzidzj 



Plugging these expressions in (1.20), we obtain, that up to a nonzero constant 
factor, 



t 



-(n+l)(rf-2) 




det(He(0)) = dct 



<f>t(z) 011 (2) ... (pln(z) 



V 0nO) <AnlO) ••■ <frnn{z)J 

(1.21) 

where z = (zi, . . . , z n ), z; = if/to, i = 1, • • • ,n. 

Remark 1.1.18 If f(x, y) is a real polynomial in three variables, the value of 
(1.21) at a point ueR" with [v] € V(/) multiplied by /i(a)2+/2 " ( ' a 1 ) 2 +/3(a) 2 is 
equal to the Gauss curvature of X(R) at the point a (see [220]). 



1.1.5 Parabolic points 

Let us see where He(X) intersects X. We assume that He(X) is a hypersurface 
of degree (n + l)(d — 2) > 0. A glance at the expression (1.21) reveals the 
following fact. 

Proposition 1.1.19 Each singular point of X belongs to He(X). 
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Let us see now when a nonsingular point a £ X lies in its Hessian hyper- 
surface He(X). 

By Corollary 1.1.12, the inflection tangents in T a (X) sweep the intersection 
of T a (X) with the polar quadric P a d-2(X). If a € He(X), then the polar 
quadric is singular at some point b. 

If n = 2, a singular quadric is the union of two lines, so this means that one 
of the lines is an inflection tangent. A point a of a plane curve X such that 
there exists an inflection tangent at a is called an inflection point of X. 

If n > 2, the inflection tangent lines at a point a G Xfl He(X) sweep a cone 
over a singular quadric in P"~ 2 (or the whole P"~ 2 if the point is singular). 
Such a point is called a parabolic point of X. The closure of the set of parabolic 
points is the parabolic hypersurface in X (it could be the whole X). 

Theorem 1.1.20 Let X be a hypersurface of degree d > 2 in P". If n = 2, 
then He(X) n X consists of inflection points of X. In particular, each nonsin- 
gular curve of degree > 3 has an inflection point, and the number of inflections 
points is either infinite or less than or equal to 3d(d — 2). If n > 2, then the 
set X H He(X) consists of parabolic points. The parabolic hypersurface in X 
is either the whole X or a subvariety of degree (n + l)d(d — 2) in P™. 

Example 1.1.21 Let X be a surface of degree d in P 3 . If a is a parabolic 
point of X, then T a (X) n X is a singular curve whose singularity at a is of 
multiplicity higher than 3 or it has only one branch. In fact, otherwise X has 
at least two distinct inflection tangent lines which cannot sweep a cone over a 
singular quadric in P 1 . The converse is also true. For example, a nonsingular 
quadric has no parabolic points, and all nonsingular points of a singular quadric 
are parabolic. 

A generalization of a quadratic cone is a developable surface. It is a special 
kind of a ruled surface which characterized by the condition that the tangent 
plane does not change along a ruling. We will discuss these surfaces later in 
Chapter 10. The Hessian surface of a developable surface contains this surface. 
The residual surface of degree 2d — 8 is called the pro-Hessian surface. An 
example of a developable surface is the quartic surface 

{t t s -t 1 t 2 ) 2 -'i(t 2 1 -tot2)(t 2 2 ~t 1 t 3 ) = -6tot 1 t 2 t 3 +4tlt 3 +4t tl+tltl-3t'it 2 2 = 0. 

It is the surface swept out by the tangent lines of a rational normal curve of 
degree 3. It is also the discriminant surface of a binary cubic, i.e. the surface 
parameterizing binary cubics a^u 3 + 3aiu 2 v + 3a,2uv 2 + a^v 3 with a multiple 
root. The pro-Hessian of any quartic developable surface is the surface itself 
[84]. 
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Assume now that X is a curve. Let us see when it has infinitely many in- 
flection points. Certainly, this happens when X contains a line component; 
each of its points is an inflection point. It must be also an irreducible compo- 
nent of He(X). The set of inflection points is a closed subset of X. So, if X 
has infinitely many inflection points, it must have an irreducible component 
consisting of inflection points. Each such component is contained in He(X). 
Conversely, each common irreducible component of X and He(X) consists of 
inflection points. 

We will prove the converse in a little more general form taking care of not 
necessarily reduced curves. 

Proposition 1.1.22 A polynomial f(to, ti, t^) divides its Hessian polynomial 
He(/) if and only if each of its multiple factors is a linear polynomial. 

Proof Since each point on a non-reduced component of X K & C V(f) is a sin- 
gular point (i.e. all the first partials vanish), and each point on a line component 
is an inflection point, we see that the condition is sufficient for X C He(/). 
Suppose this happens and let R be a reduced irreducible component of the 
curve X which is contained in the Hessian. Take a nonsingular point of R and 
consider an affine equation of R with coordinates (x, y). We may assume that 
Or, x is included in Or, x = C[[i]] such that x = t,y = t r e, where e(0) = 1. 
Thus the equation of R looks like 



where g(x, y) does not contain terms cy, c € C. It is easy to see that (0, 0) is 
an inflection point if and only if r > 2 with the inflection tangent y = 0. 
We use the affine equation of the Hessian (1.21), and obtain that the image 



Since every monomial entering in g is divisible by y 2 , xy or x l , i > r, we 
see that is divisible by t and || is divisible by t r_1 . Also gu is divisible 



f{x,y) = y - x r + g{x,y), 



(1.22) 



of 




in C[[i\] is equal to 
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by f 1 . This shows that 

/ at r ~ 1 +--- 1 + --A 

h(x,y) = detlat r - 1 + --- -r(r - l)t r - 2 + ■ ■ ■ g 12 , 

V H gi2 922 ) 

where ■ ■ • denotes terms of higher degree in t. We compute the determinant 
and see that it is equal to r(r — l)t r ~ 2 + ■ ■ ■ . This means that its image in 
C[[i]] is not equal to zero, unless the equation of the curve is equal to y = 0, 
i.e. the curve is a line. □ 

In fact, we have proved more. We say that a nonsingular point of X is an in- 
flection point of order r — 2 and denote the order by ordf[ x X if one can choose 
an equation of the curve as in (1.22) with r > 3. It follows from the previous 
proof that r — 2 is equal to the multiplicity i(X, He) x of the intersection of the 
curve and its Hessian at the point x. It is clear that ordfl^X = i(£, X) x — 2, 
where I is the inflection tangent line of X at x. If X is nonsingular, we have 

i{X,He) x = ^ ordfl^X = 3d(d- 2). (1.23) 

xex xex 



1.1.6 The Steinerian hypersurface 

Recall that the Hessian hypersurface of a hypersurface X = V(f) is the locus 
of points a such that the polar quadric P a d-'i(X) is singular. The Steinerian 
hypersurface St(X) of X is the locus of singular points of the polar quadrics. 
Thus 

St(X)= |J Sing(P ad - 2 pO). (1.24) 

aeHe(X) 

The proof of Proposition 1.1.17 shows that it can be equivalently defined as 
St{X) = {a e P n : P a (X) is singular}. (1.25) 

We also have 

He(X)= |J Sing(P (X)). (1.26) 

aeSt(Jf) 

A point b = [bo, ... , b n ] <E St(X) satisfies the equation 

He(/)(a) .1:1=0, (1.27) 
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where a e He(X). This equation defines a subvariety 

US(X) C P" x P" (1.28) 

given by n + 1 equations of bidegree (d — 2, 1). When the Steinerian map (see 
below) is defined, it is just its graph. The projection to the second factor is a 
closed subscheme of P™ with support at St(Jf). This gives a scheme-theoretical 
definition of the Steinerian hypersurface which we will accept from now on. It 
also makes clear why St( X ) is a hypersurface, not obvious from the definition. 
The expected dimension of the image of the second projection is n — 1. 

The following argument confirms our expectation. It is known (see, for ex- 
ample, [238]) that the locus of singular hypersurfaces of degree d in \E\ is a 
hypersurface 

D d {n)c \S d (E^)\ 

of degree (n + l)(d— 1)" defined by the discriminant of a general degree d 
homogeneous polynomial in n + 1 variables (the discriminant hypersurface). 
Let L be the projective subspace of \S d ^ 1 (E x/ ) \ that consists of first polars of 
X. Assume that no polar P a (X) is equal to P n . Then 

St(X) ^inD„(d- 1). 

So, unless L is contained in D n (d — 1), we get a hypersurface. Moreover, we 
obtain 

deg(St(X)) = {n + l)(d-2) n . (1.29) 

Assume that the quadric P a d-'i(X) is of corank 1. Then it has a unique 
singular point b with the coordinates [bo, ... , b n ] proportional to any column 
or a row of the adjugate matrix adj(He(/)) evaluated at the point a. Thus, 
St(X) coincides with the image of the Hessian hypersurface under the rational 
map 

st : Hepf) — » St(X), a i-> Sing(P ad - 2 (X)), 

given by polynomials of degree n(d — 2). We call it the Steinerian map. Of 
course, it is not defined when all polar quadrics are of corank > 1. Also, if 
the first polar hypersurface P a (X) has an isolated singular point for a general 
point a, we get a rational map 

st" 1 : St(X) —4 He(X), a >-> Sing(P a (X)). 

These maps are obviously inverse to each other. It is a difficult question to 
determine the sets of indeterminacy points for both maps. 
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Proposition 1.1.23 Let X be a reduced hypersurface. The Steinerian hyper- 
surface of X coincides with P™ if X has a singular point of multiplicity > 3. 
The converse is true if we additionally assume that X has only isolated singu- 
lar points. 

Proof Assume that X has a point of multiplicity > 3. We may harmlessly 
assume that the point is p = [1, 0, . . . , 0]. Write the equation of X in the form 

/ = io9d-k{t\i * * * j tn) +*o 1 '9d-k+l(h, ■ ■ ■ j tn) + ' 1 ■ + 9d{tli ■ ■ ■ i f n) =0, 

(1.30) 

where the subscript indicates the degree of the polynomial. Since the multi- 
plicity of p is greater than or equal to 3, we must have d — k > 3. Then a first 
polar P a (X) has the equation 

a - Otf" 1 - Vfcfi + E a s ^ ^-^±i = o. (1.31) 

i=0 s=l i=0 s 

It is clear that the point p is a singular point of P a (X) of multiplicity > d — 
k - 1 > 2. 

Conversely, assume that all polars are singular. By Bertini's Theorem (see 
[277], Theorem 17.16), the singular locus of a general polar is contained in 
the base locus of the linear system of polars. The latter is equal to the singular 
locus of X. By assumption, it consists of isolated points, hence we can find 
a singular point of X at which a general polar has a singular point. We may 
assume that the singular point is p = [1, 0, . . . , 0] and (1.30) is the equation of 
X. Then the first polar P a (X) is given by Equation (1.31). The largest power of 
to in this expression is at most k. The degree of the equation is cZ — 1. Thus the 
point p is a singular point of P a (X) if and only if k < d — 3, or, equivalently, 
if p is at least triple point of X. □ 

Example 1. 1.24 The assumption on the singular locus is essential. First, it is 
easy to check that X = V(f 2 ), where V(f) is a nonsingular hypersurface has 
no points of multiplicity > 3 and its Steinerian coincides with P™. An example 
of a reduced hypersurface X with the same property is a surface of degree 6 in 
P 3 given by the equation 

(E*?) 2 + (E^) 3 = o. 

i=0 i=0 

Its singular locus is the curve V(J2i=o tf) H ^(^i=o Each of its points is 
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a double point on X. Easy calculation shows that 



3 3 3 3 



P a (X) = V(C£ t?) £ a$ + £ t) 2 E ««*0 • 



»=0 i=0 i=0 i=0 



and 



3 3 3 



^E *D n y (E *?) n ^E °**?) c Sing(Pa(X)). 



i=0 i=0 i=0 



By Proposition 1.1.7, Sing(X) is contained in St(_X~). Since the same is true 
for He(X), we obtain the following. 

Proposition 1.1.25 The intersection He(JT) n St(X) contains the singular 
locus of X. 

One can assign one more variety to a hypersurface X = V(f). This is the 
Cayleyan variety. It is defined as the image Cay(X) of the rational map 



where C? r (P") denotes the Grassmannian of r-dimensional subspaces in P n . 
In the sequel we will also use the notation G(r + 1, E) = G r (\E\) for the 
variety of linear r + 1 -dimensional subspaces of a linear space E. The map 
is not defined at the intersection of the diagonal with HS(X). We know that 
HS(a, a) — means that P a d-i (X) — 0, and the latter means that a is a singu- 
lar point of X. Thus the map is a regular map for a nonsingular hypersurface 



Note that in the case n = 2, the Cayleyan variety is a plane curve in the dual 
plane, the Cayleyan curve of X. 

Proposition 1.1.26 Let X be a general hypersurface of degree d > 3. Then 



where the degree is considered with respect to the Pliicker embedding of the 
Grassmannian G\(¥ n ). 

Proof Since St(X) ^ P n , the correspondence HS(X) is a complete inter- 
section of n + 1 hypersurfaces in P" x P n of bidegree (d — 2,1). Since 
a e Sing(P a (X)) implies that a £ Sing(X), the intersection of HS(X) with 
the diagonal is empty. Consider the regular map 



It is given by the linear system of divisors of type (1, 1) on P™ x P" restricted 



HS(X) — » Gi(P"), {a,h)^ab, 



X. 




r : HS(X) -> Gi(P"), (a, b) ^ ab. 



(1.32) 
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to HS(AT). The genericity assumption implies that this map is of degree 1 onto 
the image if d > 3 and of degree 2 if d = 3 (in this case the map factors 
through the involution of P™ x P™ that switches the factors). 

It is known that the set of lines intersecting a codimension 2 linear sub- 
space A is a hyperplane section of the Grassmannian Gi(P") in its Pliicker 
embedding. Write P" = \E\ and A = \L\. Let u = v\ A . . . A u n _i for some 
basis (v±,..., v n -i) of L. The locus of pairs of points (a, b) = ([wi], [1V2]) in 
pn x pn sucn jjj a j ^ j me fl ^ intersects \ j s given by the equation w\f\W2huj = 

0. This is a hypersurface of bidegree (1, 1) in P™ x P". This shows that the map 
(1.32) is given by a linear system of divisors of type (1, 1). Its degree (or twice 
of the degree) is equal to the intersection ((d — 2)hi + h2) n+1 (hi + Z^)"" 1 , 
where hi,h 2 are the natural generators of H 2 (P n x P",Z). We have 

((d~2)h 1 + h 2 ) n+1 (h 1 + h 2 ) n - 1 = 

n-l 

2)%h^ 1 - i )(Y / ( n f)K- 1 - j 4) 

n 
i=l 

□ 

For example, if n = 2, d > 3, we obtain a classical result 

degCay(X) = 3(d - 2) + 3(rf - 2) 2 = 3(d - 2){d - 1), 
anddcgCay(A:) = 3 if d = 3. 

Remark 1.1.27 The homogeneous forms defining the Hessian and Steinerian 
hypersurfaces of V(f) are examples of covariants of /. We already discussed 
them in the case n — 1. The form defining the Cayleyan of a plane curve is an 
example of a contravariant of /. 

1.1.7 The Jacobian hypersurface 

In the previous sections we discussed some natural varieties attached to the lin- 
ear system of first polars of a hypersurface. We can extend these constructions 
to arbitrary n-dimensional linear systems of hypersurfaces in P™ = \E\. We 
assume that the linear system has no fixed components, i.e. its general member 
is an irreducible hypersurface of some degree d. Let L C S d (E v ) be a linear 
subspace of dimension n+1 and \L\ be the corresponding linear system of 
hypersurfaces of degree d. Note that, in the case of linear system of polars of a 



ii+i 



i=0 
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hypersurface X of degree d+1, the linear subspace L can be canonically iden- 
tified with E and the inclusion |_E7| C \S d (E v )\ corresponds to the polarization 

map a i— » P a (X) . 

Let Drf(n) C \S d (E v )\ be the discriminant hypersurface. The intersection 

D(|L|) = \L\ n D d (n) 

is called the discriminant hypersurface of \L\. We assume that it is not equal 
to P™, i.e. not all members of \L\ are singular. Let 

D(|L|) = {(x,D) £ P" x \L\ : x £ Sing(L>)} 

with two projections p : D — > D(|i|) and q : D — > We define the Jacobian 
hypersurface of |L| as 

Jac(|L|)=g(D(|L|)). 

It parameterizes singular points of singular members of Again, it may 
coincide with the whole P". In the case of polar linear systems, the discrim- 
inant hypersurface is equal to the Steinerian hypersurface, and the Jacobian 
hypersurface is equal to the Hessian hypersurface. 

The Steinerian hypersurface St(|£|) is defined as the locus of points x € P™ 
such that there exists aeP" such that x € ^De\L\^ > a n - 1 (D). Since dim L = 
rt+ 1, the intersection is empty, unless there exists D such that P »-i (D) = 0. 
Thus P a n(D) = and a £ Sing(D), hence a £ Jac(|L|) and D £ D(\L\). 
Conversely, if a £ Jac(|L|), then r\jj £ inP a n-i(D) ^ and it is contained in 
St(|i|).By duality (1.12), 

are P| P an -i(D)^a£ f| P X {D). 

D£\L\ De\L\ 

Thus the Jacobian hypersurface is equal to the locus of points which belong to 
the intersection of the first polars of divisors in \L\ with respect to some point 
x £ St(X). Let 

HS(|£|) = {(a, b) £ He(|L|) x St(|i|) : a G f| P b (D)} 

de\l\ 

= {(a,b)£He(\L\)xSt(\L\):b£ f| P a «-i(D)}. 

De\L\ 

It is clear that HS(|L|) C P" x P" is a complete intersection of n + 1 divisors 
of type [d — 1, 1). In particular, 

WHS(|i|) =wt(Opn((d-2)(n+l))). (1.33) 

One expects that, for a general point x £ St(\L\), there exists a unique a £ 



1.1 Polar hypersurfaces 



27 



Jac(|i|) and a unique D G D(|L|) as above. In this case, the correspondence 
HS(|L|) defines a birational isomorphism between the Jacobian and Steinerian 
hypersurface. Also, it is clear that He(|L|) = St(|L|) if d = 2. 

Assume that \L\ has no base points. Then HS(|L|) does not intersect the 
diagonal of P" x P ra . This defines a map 

HS(|L|) -► Gi(P n ), (a,b)^ab. 

Its image Cay(|L|) is called the Cayleyan variety of \L\. 

A line £ e Cay(|L|) is called a R eye line of \L\. It follows from the defini- 
tions that a Reye line is characterized by the property that it contains a point 
such that there is a hyperplane in \L\ of hypersurfaces tangent to I at this point. 
For example, if d — 2 this is equivalent to the property that I is contained is a 
linear subsystem of \L\ of codimension 2 (instead of expected codimension 3). 

The proof of Proposition 1.1.26 applies to our more general situation to 
give the degree of Cay(|L|) for a general n-dimensional linear system \L\ of 
hypersurfaces of degree d. 

g y( iLi) iiEiuerxt-x 1 ) i^=2. ( } 

Let / = (/o, . . . , f n ) be a basis of L. Choose coordinates in P n to iden- 
tify S d (E v ) with the polynomial ring C[io, . . . , t n ]. A well-known fact from 
the complex analysis asserts that Jac(|L|) is given by the determinant of the 
Jacobian matrix 



Af) = 



/dofo dih ■■■ d„f \ 
dofi dih ■■■ dnh 

\dofn dif n ... d n f n J 



In particular, we expect that 

degJac(|L|) = (n+l)(rf-l). 

If a £ Jac(|i|), then a nonzero vector in the null-space of J(f) defines a point 
x such that P x (f )(a) = ... = P x (f n )(a) = 0. Equivalently, 

P«»-i(/o)(*) = ... = i^i (/»)(*) =0. 

This shows that St(|L|) is equal to the projectivization of the union of the null- 
spaces Null(Jac(/(a))), a E C n+1 . Also, a nonzero vector in the null space of 
the transpose matrix 1 J(f) defines a hypersurface in D(|L|) with singularity at 
the point a. 
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Let Jac(|L|)° be the open subset of points where the corank of the jacobian 
matrix is equal to 1. We assume that it is a dense subset of Jac(|L|). Then, 
taking the right and the left kernels of the Jacobian matrix, defines two maps 

Jac(|i|)°^D(|i|), Jac(|L|)°-St(|L|). 

Explicitly, the maps are defined by the nonzero rows (resp. columns) of the 
adjugate matrix adj(He(/)). 

Let cf)i L i :¥ n \L V | be the rational map defined by the linear system \L\. 
Under some assumptions of generality which we do not want to spell out, one 
can identify Jac(|i|) with the ramification divisor of the map and D(|L|) with 
the dual hypersurface of the branch divisor. 

Let us now define a new variety attached to a n-dimensional linear system 
in P™. Consider the inclusion map L «— > S d (E v ) and let 

L^S d (E) v , /->/, 

be the restriction of the total polarization map (1.2) to L. Now we can consider 
\L\ as a ri-dimensional linear system \L\ on \E\ d of divisors of type (1, . . . , 1). 
Let 

PB(|i|)= f]^Dd\E\ d 

D£\L\ 

be the base scheme of \L\. We call it the polar base locus of \L\. It is equal to 
the complete intersection of n + 1 effective divisors of type (1, . . . , 1). By the 
adjunction formula, 

W PB(|L|) — CpB(|L|)- 

If smooth, PB(|L|) is a Calabi-Yau variety of dimension [d — l)n — 1. 

For any / e L, let N(f) be the set of points x = . . . , £ \E\ d 

such that 

f(vV>,...,vV- 1 \v,vV+ 1 '>,... 1 vW) = 
for every j = 1 , . . . , d and v € E. Since 

f(v<», vV-V^, v^ +1 \ = D vW ... v a-i )vU+ »... vW (D v (f)), 

This can be also expressed in the form 

fyf(v il) ,...,vV- 1 \vU +1 \...,vW)=0, j = 0,.-.,n. (1.35) 
Choose coordinates uq, . . . , u n in L and coordinates to, . ■ . ,t n in E. Let / be 
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the image of a basis / of L in (E y ) d . Then PB(|L|) is a subvariety of (F n ) d 
given by a system of d multilinear equations 

/ (tW ... J tW) = ... = / n ( f W...,i«)=0 > 
where *Ci) = (t«, . . . j = 1, . . . , d. For any A = (A ,...,A n ), set 

Proposition 1.1.28 The following is equivalent: 

(i) x £ PB(|L|) is a singular point, 

(ii) x S N(f\) for some A =/= 0. 

Proof The variety PB(|L|) is smooth at a point a; if and only if the rank of 
the d(n +1) x (n + l)-size matrix 

( a ij) ^(~^Xlj( X ))i,k=0,...,n,j = l,...,d 

is equal to n + 1. Let /„ = uo/o + • ■ • + u n f n , where uo, . . . ,u n are un- 
knowns. Then the nullspace of the matrix is equal to the space of solutions 
u = (Ao, . . . , A„) of the system of linear equations 

!&(*) = ...= f^Or) = = 0. (1.36) 

du du n Q t (V 

For a fixed A, in terminology of [238], p. 445, the system has a solution x in 
\E\ d if /a = X) ^i/i i s a degenerate multilinear form. By Proposition 1.1 from 
Chapter 14 of loc.cit., fx is degenerate if and only if N(f\) is non-empty. This 
proves the assertion. □ 

For any non-empty subset / of {1, ... , d}, let Aj be the subset of points 
x £ \E\ d with equal projections to i-th factors with i £ I. Let A& be the union 
of Aj with = fc. The set is denoted by A (the small diagonal). 

Observe that PB(|L|) = HS(|£|) if d = 2 and PB(|L|) n A d _i consists of 
d copies isomorphic to HS(|i|) if d > 2. 

Definition 1.1.29 A n- dimensional linear system \L\ C \S d (E v )\ is called 
regular if PB(|L|) is smooth at each point of 

Proposition 1.1.30 Assume \L\ is regular. Then 

(i) \L\ has no base points, 

(ii) D(| L\ ) is smooth. 
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Proof (i) Assume that x = ([v ],. . . , [v ]) G PB(|L|) n A. Consider the lin- 
ear map L — > E defined by evaluating / at a point (vq, . . . ,Vo,v,Vq, . . . , vo), 
where v G E. This map factors through a linear map L — > E/[vq], and hence 
has a nonzero / in its kernel. This implies that x G N(f), and hence a; is a 
singular point of PB (| L\ ) . 

(ii) In coordinates, the variety D(|L|) is a subvariety of type (1, d — 1) of 
pn x pn gj ven by the equations 

fe=0 u fc=0 

The tangent space at a point ([A], [a]) is given by the system of n + 1 linear 
equations in 2n + 2 variables (Xo, . . . , X n , Yoj ■ • • , Y n ) 

±^ia)X k + ±^a) Yi =0, i = 0,...,n, (1.37) 

fc=0 1 j=o 1 ■> 

where f\ = Y^k=o^kfk- Suppose ([A], [a]) is a singular point. Then the 
equations are linearly dependent. Thus there exists a nonzero vector v = 
(«0) • • • j otn) such that 

^2 a i-gf( a ) = D v{fk){a) = fk(a, ...,a,v)=Q, k = 0, ... ,n 

and 

% ai Mk 3 {a) = Dv{ W 3 ){a) = = °' j = °' • • • ' n ' 

where f\ = Yl^kfk- The first equation implies that x — ([a], . . . , [a], [v]) 
belongs to PB(|L|). Since a S Sing (/a), we have D a d-i(^±) = 0, j = 
0, . . . , n. By (1.35), this and the second equation now imply that x G N(f\). 
By Proposition 1.1.28, PB(|i|) is singular at x, contradicting the assumption. 

□ 

Corollary 1.1.31 Suppose \L\ is regular. Then the projection 

g:D(|L|)-D(|L|) 

is a resolution of singularities. 

Consider the projection p : D(\L\) — > Jac(|L|), (D,x) i— > a;. Its fibres are 
linear spaces of divisors in |Z| singular at the point [a]. Conversely, suppose 
D(|L|) contains a linear subspace, in particular, a line. Then, by Bertini's The- 
orem all singular divisors parameterized by the line have a common singular 
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point. This implies that the morphism p has positive dimensional fibres. This 
simple observation gives the following. 

Proposition 1.1.32 Suppose D(|L|) does not contain lines. Then D(|L|) is 
smooth if and only if ]d£.{\L\) is smooth. Moreover, HS(|L|) = St(|Z|) = 
Jac(|L|). 

Remark 1.1.33 We will prove later in Example 1.2.3 that the tangent space of 
the discriminant hypersurface Dd(n) at a point corresponding to a hypersurface 
X = V(f) with only one ordinary double point x is naturally isomorphic to 
the linear space of homogeneous forms of degree d vanishing at the point x 
modulo Cf. This implies that D(|L|) is nonsingular at a point corresponding 
to a hypersurface with one ordinary double point unless this double point is a 
base point of \L\. If \L\ has no base points, the singular points of D(|L|) are 
of two sorts: either they correspond to divisors with worse singularities than 
one ordinary double point, or the linear space \L\ is tangent to D^(n) at its 
nonsingular point. 

Consider the natural action of the symmetric group &d on (P™) d . It leaves 
PB(|i|) invarian. The quotient variety 

Rey(|L|) = PB(|L|)/6 d 

is called the Reye variety of \L\. If d > 2 and n > 1, the Reye variety is 
singular. 

Example 1.1.34 Assume d = 2. Then PB(|L|) = HS(|Z|) and Jac(|L|) 
St; /. : Moreover, Rey(|L|) S Cay(|L|). We have 

n 

degJac(|i|) = dcgD(|L|) =n+l, degCay(|L|) = £ ("f)^)- 

i=l 

The linear system is regular if and only if PB(|L|) is smooth. This coincides 
with the notion of regularity of a web of quadrics in P discussed in [131]. 

A Reye line I is contained in a codimension 2 subspace A(£) of \L\, and 
is characterized by this condition. The linear subsystem A(£) of dimension 
n — 2 contains I in its base locus. The residual component is a curve of degree 
2 I1_1 — 1 which intersects I at two points. The points are the two ramification 
points of the pencil Q n £,Q £ \L\. The two singular points of the base locus 
of A(^) define two singular points of the intersection A(£) n D(|L|). Thus 
A(£) is a codimension 2 subspace of \L\ which is tangent to the determinantal 
hypersurface at two points. 

If | L | is regular and n = 3, PB ( | L | ) is a K3 surface, and its quotient Rey (| L\ ) 
is an Enriques surface. The Cayley variety is a congruence (i.e. a surface) of 
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lines in Gi(P 3 ) of order 7 and class 3 (this means that there are 7 Reye lines 
through a general point in P 3 and there 3 Reye lines in a general plane). The 
Reye lines are bitangents of the quartic surface D(|L|). The quartic surface has 
10 nodes and is called Cayley quartic symmetroid. We refer for the details to 
[131]. The Reye congruence of lines is also discussed in [266]. 



1.2 The dual hypersurface 

1.2.1 The polar map 

Let X = V(f) for some / G S d (E v ). We assume that it is not a cone. The 
polarization map 

allows us to identify \E\ with an n -dimensional linear system of hypersurfaces 
of degree d — 1. This linear system defines a rational map 

p A - : \E\ — » F(E). 

It follows from (1.12) that the map is given by assigning to a point a the linear 
polar P a d-i (X). We call the map p the polar map defined by the hypersurface 
X. In coordinates, the polar map is given by 

[x ,...,x n ] ^ [_-,...,_—]. 

Recall that a hyperplane H a = VQ2 ctiCi) m me dual projective space (P n ) v 
is the point a — [do, . . . , a n ] £ P™. The preimage of the hyperplane H a under 
p x is the polar P a {X) = VQ2 a< J£). 

If X is nonsingular, the polar map is a regular map given by polynomials of 
degree d — 1. Since it is a composition of the Veronese map and a projection, 
it is a finite map of degree (d — 1)™. 

Proposition 1.2.1 Assume X is nonsingular. The ramification divisor of the 
polar map is equal to He(X). 

Proof Note that, for any finite map cf) : X — * Y of nonsingular varieties, the 
ramification divisor Ram(</>) is defined locally by the determinant of the linear 
map of locally free sheaves </>*(f2y) — > il^-. The image of Ram(^) in Y is 
called the branch divisor. Both of the divisors may be nonreduced. We have 
the Hurwitz formula 



K x = ct>*(K Y )+Ram(<l>). 



(1.38) 



1.2 The dual hypersurface 



33 



The map <j> is etale outside Ram((/>), i.e., for any point x £ X the homomor- 
phism of local ring OyM x ) — * Ox,x defines an isomorphism of their formal 
completions. In particular, the preimage <p~ 1 {Z) of a nonsingular subvariety 
Z C Y is nonsingular outside the support of Ram(</>). Applying this to the 
polar map we see that the singular points of P a {X) = pJ c 1 (H a ) are contained 
in the ramification locus Ram(px) of the polar map. On the other hand, we 
know that the set of singular points of first polars is the Hessian He(X). This 
shows that He(X) C Ram(px). Applying the Hurwitz formula for the canon- 
ical sheaf 

K V n =p* x (K {pn) v) +Ram(p x ). 

we obtain that dcg(Ram(px)) = (n + l)(d — 2) = dcg(He(X)). This shows 
that He (AT) = Ram(p x ). □ 

What is the branch divisor? One can show that the preimage of a hyperplane 
H a in W(E) corresponding to a point a € \E\ is singular if and only if its 
intersection with the branch divisor is not transversal. This means that the dual 
hypersurface of the branch divisor is the Steinerian hypersurface. Equivalently, 
the branch divisor is the dual of the Steinerian hypersurface. 



1.2.2 Dual varieties 

Recall that the dual variety X y of a subvariety X in P™ = \E\ is the closure 
in the dual projective space (P n ) v = \E y \ of the locus of hyperplane s in P n 
which are tangent to X at some nonsingular point of X. 

The dual variety of a hypersurface X = V(f) is the image of X under the 
rational map given by the first polars. In fact, the point [dof(x), . . . , d n f(x)] 
in (P n ) v is the hyperplane V^(^™ =0 dif(x)ti) in P" which is tangent to X at 
the point x. 

The following result is called the Reflexivity theorem. One can find its proof 
in many modern text-books (e.g. [238], [277], [560], [604]). 

Theorem 1.2.2 (Reflexivity Theorem) 

(A v ) v = X. 

It follows from any proof in loc. cit. that, for any nonsingular point y e A v 
and any nonsingular point x G X, 

T x (X)cH y ^T y (X v )cH x . 

Here we continue to identify a point a in \E\ with a hyperplane H a in ¥(E). 
The set of all hyperplanes in (P") v containing the linear subspace T y (X v ) is 
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the dual linear space of T y (X w ) in P". Thus the fiber of the duality map (or 
Gauss map) 

j:X ns ^X v , x^T x (X), (1.39) 

over a nonsingular point y e X v is an open subset of the projective subspace 
in P™ equal to the dual of the tangent space T y (X v ). Here and later X ns de- 
notes the set of nonsingular points of a variety X. In particular, if X v is a 
hypersurface, the dual space of T y (X v ) must be a point, and hence the map 7 
is birational. 

Let us apply this to the case when X is a nonsingular hypersurface. The 
polar map is a finite map, hence the dual of a nonsingular hypersurface is a 
hypersurface. The duality map is a birational morphism 

px\x :X^X V . 

The degree of the dual hypersurface X v (if it is a hypersurface) is called 
the class of X. For example, the class of any plane curve of degree > 1 is 
well-defined. 

Example 1.2.3 Let Dd(n) be the discriminant hypersurface in \S d (E v )\. We 
would like to describe explicitly the tangent hyperplane of Dd(n) at its nonsin- 
gular point. Let 

V d (n) = {(X,x) G \O r n{d)\ xf:xe Sing(X)}. 

Let us see that T>d(n) is nonsingular and the projection to the first factor 

7T : V d (n) - D d (n) (1.40) 

is a resolution of singularities. In particular, ir is an isomorphism over the open 
set Dd(n) as of nonsingular points of Dd(n). 

The fact that T>d(n) is nonsingular follows easily from considering the pro- 
jection to P™. For any point x € P" the fiber of the projection is the projective 
space of hypersurfaces which have a singular point at x (this amounts to n + 1 
linear conditions on the coefficients). Thus T>d(n) is a projective bundle over 
P™ and hence is nonsingular. 

Let us see where ir is an isomorphism. Let Ai, |i| = d, be the projective 
coordinates in |Opn(d)| = \S d (E w )\ corresponding to the coefficients of a 
hypersurface of degree d and let to, ■ ■ ■ , t n be projective coordinates in P". 
Then T>d(n) is given by n+ 1 bihomogeneous equations of bidegree (1, d— 1): 



^isAiV Cs = 0, s = 0, ...,n, 
|i|=d 



(1.41) 
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Here e s is the s-th unit vector in Z" +1 . 

A point (A, [v ]) = (V(f), [vo]) G |Op»(d)| x P" belongs to V d {n) if 
and only if, replacing A\ with the coefficient of / at V and t% with the i-th 
coefficient of vq, we get the identities. 

We identify the tangent space of \S d (E v ) \ X \E\ at a point (X, [u ]) with the 
space S d (E x/ ) /Cf © E/Cvq. In coordinates, a vector in the tangent space is a 
pair (g, [v]), where g — J2\i\=d Qi^i v = ( x o> ■ ■ • > x n) 316 considered modulo 
pairs (A/, /iUo). Differentiating equations (1.41), we see that the tangent space 
is defined by the (n + 1) x -matrix 



i x 



7 



where x 1 Es = if i — e s is not a non-negative vector. It is easy to interpret 
solutions of these equations as pairs (g, v) from the above such that 



V(ff)(«d)+He(/)(«b).« = 0. 



(1.42) 



Since [u ] is a singular point of V(f), V(/)([«o]) = 0. Also He(/)(w ) • 
vo = 0, as follows from Theorem 1.1.20. This confirms that pairs (A/, fivo) are 
always solutions. The tangent map dir at the point (V(f), [vq]) is given by the 
projection (g, v) g, where (g, v) is a solution of (1.42). Its kernel consists 
of the pairs (A/, v) modulo pairs (A/, /ivo)- For such pairs the equations (1.42) 
give 

He(/)(»o) •« = (}. (1.43) 

We may assume that vq = (1, 0, . . . , 0). Since [vo] is a singular point of V(/), 
we can write / = to _2 /2(£i, • • • ' ^n) + ■ • ■■ Computing the Hessian matrix at 
the point vq we see that it is equal to 







an 



\0 a nl 



(1.44) 



J 



where f 2 (t 1 ,..., t n ) = J2o<i,j<n a ijtitj- Thus a solution of (1.43), not pro- 
portional to v exists if and only if det He(/ 2 ) = 0. By definition, this means 
that the singular point of AT at a; is not an ordinary double point. Thus we ob- 
tain that the projection map (1.40) is an isomorphism over the open subset of 
Drf(n) representing hypersurfaces with an isolated ordinary singularity. 
We can also find the description of the tangent space of Dd(n) at its point 
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X = V(f) representing a hypersurface with a unique ordinary singular point 
x. It follows from calculation of the Hessian matrix in (1.44), that its corank 
at the ordinary singular point is equal to 1. Since the matrix is symmetric, a 
vector in its nullspace is orthogonal to the column of the matrix. We know that 
He(/)(«o) • vq = 0. Thus the dot-product V(g)(t>o) • vq is equal to zero. By 
Euler's formula, we obtain g(vo) = 0. The converse is also true. This proves 
that 

T(D d (n)) x = {ge S d (E v )/Cf : g(x) = 0}. (1.45) 

Now we are ready to compute the dual variety of D^n). The condition 
g(b) — 0, where Sing(X) = {b} is equivalent to D b d (f) = 0. Thus the tangent 
hyperplane, considered as a point in the dual space |5 (E)\ — \S d (E w ) v \ 
corresponds to the envelope b d = (X^=o b s di) d - The set of such envelopes is 
the Veronese variety V^, the image of \E\ under the Veronese map : \E\ — ► 
\S d {E)\. Thus 

D d (n) v = v d {¥ n ), (1.46) 

Of course, it is predictable. Recall that the Veronese variety is embedded 
naturally in |0p» (rf)| v . Its hyperplane section can be identified with a hyper- 
surface of degree d in P™. A tangent hyperplane is a hypersurface with a sin- 
gular point, i.e. a point in Dd(n). Thus the dual of V^ 1 is isomorphic to Dd(n), 
and hence, by duality, the dual of Dd(n) is isomorphic to V^. 

Example 1.2.4 Let Q = V(q) be a nonsingular quadric in P ra . Let A = (ajj) 
be a symmetric matrix defining q. The tangent hyperplane of Q at a point 
[x] G P" is the hyperplane 

n n 

h X! a 0j x j H 1" *n 2J a nj x 3 = °- 

0=0 3=0 

Thus the vector of coordinates y = (yo, . . . ,y n ) of the tangent hyperplane is 
equal to the vector A ■ x. Since A is invertible, we can write x = A^ 1 ■ y. We 
have 

= x ■ A ■ x = (y ■ A^ 1 ) ■ A ■ (A^ 1 ■ y) = y ■ A^ 1 ■ y = 0. 

Here we treat x or y as a row-matrix or as a column-matrix in order the matrix 
multiplication makes sense. Since A^ 1 = dct(yl) _1 adj( J 4), we obtain that the 
dual variety of Q is also a quadric given by the adjugate matrix adj(v4). 

The description of the tangent space of the discriminant hypersurface from 
Example 1.2.3 has the following nice application (see also Remark 1.1.33). 
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Proposition 1.2.5 Let X be a hypersurface of degree d in P™. Suppose a is 
a nonsingular point of the Steinerian hypersurface St(X). Then Sing(P a (X)) 
consists of an ordinary singular point b and 

T a (St(X)) = P 61i -ipQ. 

1.2.3 Pliicker formulas 

Let X = V(f) be a nonsingular irreducible hypersurface that is not a cone. 
Fix n — 1 general points a 1: . . . , a„_i in P™. Consider the intersection 

xn p ai (x) n ... n P^pf) = {b e P" : ai ,.. .,a n _! e t 6 (x)}. 

The set of hyperplanes through a general set of n — 1 points is a line in the dual 
space. This shows that 

de g x v = #inp ai (i)n...n (X) - d(d - l)™" 1 . (1.47) 

The computation does not apply to singular X since all polars P a (X) pass 
through singular points of X. In the case when X has only isolated singular- 
ities, the intersection of n — 1 polars with X contains singular points which 
correspond to hyperplanes which we excluded from the definition of the dual 
hypersurface. So we get the following formula 

deg(X v ) = d(d-l)"- 1 - J2 i(X,P ai (X),...,P aa _ 1 (X)) x . (1-48) 

xeSing(Jf) 

To state an explicit formula we need some definition. Let <\> = (0i, . . . , <fik) 
be a set of polynomials in C[z\, . . . , z n ]. We assume that the holomorphic map 
C" — > C fe defined by these polynomials has an isolated critical point at the 
origin. Let J ((f) be the jacobian matrix. The ideal J(4>) in the ring of formal 
power series C[[zi, . . . , z n ]] generated by the maximal minors of the Jacobian 
matrix is called the Jacobian ideal of </>. The number 

H(g) =d\mC[[zi,...,z n ]]/J(0) 

is called the Milnor number of (j>. Passing to affine coordinates, this definition 
easily extends to the definition of the Milnor number fJ,(X, x) of an isolated 
singularity of a complete intersection subvariety X in P™. 

We will need the following result of Le Dung Trang [358], Theorem 3.7.1. 

Lemma 1.2.6 Let Z be a complete intersection in C" defined by polynomials 
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4>i, . . . ,4>k with isolated singularity at the origin. Let Z\ = V(cpi, . . . , <j>k-i)- 
Then 

fi((j)i, <j>k-i) + m(0i, ■ • ■ , 4>k-\,4>k) 

= dimC[[^i, . . . ,z n ]]/(0i,.. .,4>k-\,J{4>u ■ ■ -,<t>k))- 

Now we can state and prove the Pliicker-Teissier formula for a hypersurface 
with isolated singularities: 

Theorem 1.2.7 Let X be a hypersurface in P™ of degree d. Suppose X has 
only isolated singularities. For any point x G Sing(X), let 

e(X, x) = n(X, x) + fi(H n X, x), 

where H is a general hyperplane section of X containing x. Then 

degX v = d(d- I)"" 1 - J2 e(X,x). 

xeSing(X) 

Proof We have to show that e(X, x) = i(X, P ai (X),..., P ctn _ 1 (X)) x . We 
may assume that x = [1, 0, . . . , 0] and choose affine coordinates with z { = 
ti/t . Let /(to, • • • , t n ) — tyg(zi, . . . , z n ). Easy calculations employing the 
Chain Rule, give the formula for the dehomogenized partial derivatives 



i = 1, . . . , n. 



-d^f_ = 

dU dzi 



Let H = V(h) be a general hyperplane spanned by n — 1 general points 
oi, . . . , a n _i, and h : C" — > C be the projection defined by the linear function 

h = a i z i- Let 

F : C" -» C 2 , z = (z l7 . . . , z n ) 

Consider the Jacobian determinant of the two functions (/, h) 

( dg_ dg \ 

J(g,h)=[ d *i »*» . 

y c*i ... a„ y 

The ideal (g, J(g, h)) defines the set of critical points of the restriction of the 
map F to X \ V(t ). We have 
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The points (0, . . . , 0, a.j, 0, . . . , 0, —a,, 0, . . . , 0) span the hyperplane H. We 
may assume that these points are our points a\, . . . , a n _i. So, we see that 
(#i -^(ff; fr)) coincides with the ideal in the completion of local ring Op^ x gen- 
erated by / and the polars P ai (f). By definition of the index of intersection, 
we have 

i{X,P ai (X),...,P an _ 1 {X)) x = n(g,h). 

It remains for us to apply Lemma 1.2.6, where Z — V(g) and Z\ = V(g) fl 
V{h). □ 

Example 1.2.8 An isolated singular point x of a hypersurface X in P ra is 
called an A^-singularity (or a singular point of type ^4^) if the formal comple- 
tion of Ox, x is isomorphic to C[[zi, . . . , z„]]/(z^ +1 + zf H h^). If fc = 1, 

it is an ordinary quadratic singularity (or a node), if = 2, it is an ordinary 
cusp. We get 

cc) = fc, r\H,x)=l. 

This gives the Pliicker formula for hypersurfaces with s singularities of type 
A kl , . . . , A ks 

degX v = d(d - I)™" 1 - (fci + 1) (fc s + 1). (1.49) 

In particularly, when X is a plane curve C with 6 nodes and k ordinary cusps, 
we get a familiar Pliicker formula 

degC v =d(d- 1) -25 -3k. (1.50) 

Note that, in case of plane curves, pi(H n X, a;) is always equal to mult^X — 1, 
where mult-cX is the multiplicity of X at x. This gives the Pliicker formula for 
plane curves with arbitrary singularities 

degC v = d(d- 1) - (fJ>(X,x)+mu\t x X -1). (1.51) 

Note that the dual curve C v of a nonsingular curve C of degree d > 2 is 
always singular. This follows from the formula for the genus of a nonsingular 
plane curve and the fact that C and C v are birationally isomorphic. The po- 
lar map C — > C v is equal to the normalization map. A singular point of C v 
corresponds to a line which is either tangent to C at several points, or is an in- 
flection tangent. We skip a local computation which shows that a line which is 
an inflection tangent at one point with ordfl = 1 (an honest inflection tangent) 
gives an ordinary cusp of C v and a line which is tangent at two points which 
are not inflection points (honest bitangent) gives a node. Thus we obtain that 
the number 5 of nodes of C v is equal to the number of honest bitangents of 
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C and the number k of ordinary cusps of C v is equal to the number of honest 
inflection tangents to C v . 

Assume that C is nonsingular and C v has no other singular points except 
ordinary nodes and cusps. We know that the number of inflection points is 
equal to 3d(d — 2). Applying Pliicker formula (1.50) to C v , we get that 

6 = i(d(d-l)(d(d-l)-l)-d-9d(d-2)) = ^d(d-2)(d 2 -9). (1.52) 

This is the (expected) number of bitangents of a nonsingular plane curve. For 
example, we expect that a nonsingular plane quartic has 28 bitangents. 

We refer for discussions of Pliicker formulas to many modern text-books 
(e.g. [219], [230], [266], [238]). A proof of Pliicker- Teissiere formula can be 
found in [556]. A generalization of the Pliicker- Teissier formula to complete 
intersections in projective space was given by S. Kleiman [333] 

1.3 Polar s-hedra 

1.3.1 Apolar schemes 

We continue to use E to denote a complex vector space of dimension n + 1. 
Consider the polarization pairing (1.2) 

S d (E^) x S k (E) - S d - k (E^), (/,</,) ~ D 4 ,(f). 

Definition 1.3.1 V € S k (E) is called apolar to f € S d (E v ) if D 4 ,(f) = 0. 
We extend this definition to hypersurfaces in the obvious way. 

Lemma 1.3.2 For any ^ G S k (E),ij/ S S m (E) and f £ S d (E v ), 

D^D^f)) = D^(f). 

Proof By linearity and induction on the degree, it suffices to verify the asser- 
tion in the case when ijj = di and ip' — dj . In this case it is obvious. □ 

Corollary 1.3.3 Let f e S d (E y ). Let AP k (f) be the subspace of S k (E) 
spanned by forms of degree k apolar to f. Then 

oo 

AP(/) = 0AP fe (/) 

k=0 

is a homogeneous ideal in the symmetric algebra S(E). 
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Definition 1.3.4 The quotient ring 

A f = S(E)/AP(f) 

is called the apolar ring of f. 

The ring A f inherits the grading of S(E). Since any polynomial ip S S r (E) 
with r > d is apolar to /, we see that Af is annihilated by the ideal m^ 1 = 
(do, ■ ■ ■ , d n ) d+1 ■ Thus Af is an Artinian graded local algebra over C. Since 
the pairing between S d (E) and S d (E v ) has values in S°(E V ) = C, we see 
that APd(f) is of codimension 1 in S d (E). Thus (Af)d is a vector space of di- 
mension 1 over C and coincides with the socle of Af, i.e. the ideal of elements 
of Af annihilated by its maximal ideal. 

Note that the latter property characterizes Gorenstein graded local Artinian 
rings, see [207], [312]. 

Proposition 1.3.5 (F. S. Macaulay) The correspondence / i— > Af is a bijec- 
tion between \S d (E y )\ and graded Artinian quotient algebras S(E)/J with 
1- dimensional socle. 

Proof Let us show how to reconstruct C/ from S(E) / J. The multiplication 
of d vectors in E composed with the projection to S d (E) / J d defines a linear 
map S d (E) -> S d (E)/J d = C. Choosing a basis (S(E)/J) d , we obtain a 
linear function / on S d (E). It corresponds to an element of S d (E v ). 

□ 

Recall that any closed non-empty subscheme Z C P™ is defined by a unique 
saturated homogeneous ideal Iz inC[t , . . . , t n ]. Its locus of zeros in the affine 
space A n+1 is the affine cone Cz of Z isomorphic to Spec(C[to, • ■ • , t n ]/Iz)- 

Definition 1.3.6 Let f e S d (E v ). A subscheme Z C \E V \ = ¥(E) is called 
apolar to / if its homogeneous ideal Iz is contained in AP(/), or, equivalently, 
Spec(Af) is a closed subscheme of the affine cone Cz of Z. 

This definition agrees with the definition of an apolar homogeneous form ip, 
A homogeneous form ip £ S k (E) is apolar to / if and only if the hypersurface 
V(ip) is apolar to V(f). 

Consider the natural pairing 

(Af) k x(Af) d _ k ^(A f ) d = £ (1.53) 

defined by multiplication of polynomials. It is well defined because of Lemma 
1.3.2. The left kernel of this pairing consists of i/) € S k (E) mod AP(/) H 
S k (E) such that D^(f) = for all V' € S d - k (E). By Lemma 1.3.2, 
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Dw(f) = D^(D^(f)) = for all f e S d ~ k (E). This implies D^f) = 
0. Thus ip e AP(/) and hence is zero in Af. This shows that the pairing (1.53) 
is a perfect pairing. This is one of the nice features of a Gorenstein Artinian 
algebra (see [207], 21.2). 

It follows that the Hilbert polynomial 

d 

H Af {t) = ^dim(A / ) l f = a d t d + ... + 00 

i=0 

is a reciprocal monic polynomial, i.e. a, ; = a £ j_ J ,a c ( = 1. It is an important 
invariant of a homogeneous form /. 

Example 1.3.7 Let / = l d be the rf-th power of a linear form I E E v . For any 

V> € S k (E) = (S k (E) v ) v we have 

D^f 1 ) = d(d - 1) . . . (d - k + i)/ d - fe V(0 = d!Z [rf - fc] V^(0, 
where we set 

iZ* iffc<d. 
otherwise. 

Here we view ip S S d (E) as a homogeneous form on E v . In coordinates, Z = 
£™=o °i*<j "0 = ^(<9 , ■ • • , d n ) and ip(l) = d!V>( a o, • • • , Thus we see that 
APk(f), k < d, consists of polynomials of degree k vanishing at I, Assume, 
for simplicity, that I = to. The ideal AP(tg) is generated by di, . . . , d n , d$ +1 . 
The Hilbert polynomial is equal to 1 + t + ■ ■ ■ + t d . 

1.3.2 Sums of powers 

For any point a € \E V | we continue to denote by H a the corresponding hyper- 
plane in \E\. 

Suppose / e S d (E v ) is equal to a sum of powers of nonzero linear forms 

f = I* + ...+%. (1.54) 
This implies that for any tp £ S (E), 

s s 

D+V) = A/,(£Z?) = £ Wl^ 1 - d-55) 

i=l i=l 

In particular, taking d = k, we obtain that 

(If, . . . , Zf)^ (E) = {V G : tf(li) = 0,i = 1, . . . , s} = (I z ) d , 

where Z is the closed reduced subscheme of points ■ ■ . , [l s ]} C |S V | 
corresponding to the linear forms Zj, and 7z denotes its homogeneous ideal. 
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This implies that the codimension of the linear span (if, . . . , if ) in S d (E v ) 
is equal to the dimension of (Iz)d, hence the forms lf,...,l d are linearly in- 
dependent if and only if the points [Zi] , . . . , [l s ] impose independent conditions 
on hypersurfaces of degree d in F(E) — \E V \. 

Suppose / e (if, . . . , Is), then (Iz)d C AP d (f). Conversely, if this is true, 
we have 

feAP d (f^c(l z )j = (l d 1 ,...,l d s ). 

If we additionally assume that (Iz')d <£ APd(f) for any proper subset Z' of 
Z, we obtain, after replacing the forms l^s by proportional ones, that 

f = l* + ... + l d s . 

Definition 1.3.8 A polar s-hedron off is a set ofhyperplanes Hi — V(k), i = 
1, . . . , s, in \E\ such that 

f = % + ■■■ + C 

and, considered as points [Zj] in ¥(E), the hyperplanes Hi impose independent 
conditions in the linear system \OwE){d)\. A polar s-hedron is called nonde- 
generate if the hyperplanes V(k) are in general linear position (i.e. no n + 1 
hyperplanes intersect). 

Note that this definition does not depend on the choice of linear forms defin- 
ing the hyperplanes. Also it does not depend on the choice of the equation 
defining the hypersurface V(f). We ca also view a polar s-hedron as an un- 
ordered set of points in the dual space. In the case n = 2, it is often called a 
polar s-gon, although this terminology is somewhat confusing since a polygon 
comes with an order of its set of vertices.. Also in dimension 2 we cam employ 
the terminology of s-laterals. 

The following propositions follow from the above discussion. 

Proposition 1.3.9 Let f € S d (E v ). Then Z = {[h], [l s ]} is a polar 
s-hedron off if and only if the following properties are satisfied 

(i) I z (d) C AP d (/)/ 

(ii) Iz'(d) (f_ APd(f) for any proper subset Z' of Z. 

Proposition 1.3.10 A set Z = {[h], . . . , [l s ]} is a polar s-hedron of f e 
S d (E v ) if and only if Z, considered as a closed subscheme of \E V |, is apolar 
to f but no proper subscheme of Z is apolar to f. 
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1.3.3 Generalized polar s-hedra 

Proposition 1.3.10 allows one to generalize the definition of a polar s-hedron. 
A polar s-hedron can be viewed as a reduced closed subscheme Z of P(E) = 
\E\ V consisting of s points. Obviously, 

h°(O z ) = dim H°(¥(E),O z ) = s. 

More generally, we may consider non-reduced closed subschemes Z of P(E) 
of dimension satisfying h°(O z ) = s. The set of such subschemes is pa- 
rameterized by a projective algebraic variety Hilb s (P(£')) called the punctual 
Hilbert scheme of P(E) of 0-cycles of length s. 
Any Z € Hilb s (P(i?)) defines the subspace 

I z (d) = P(H°(P(E),I z (d))) C H (¥(E),O P(E) (d)) = S d (E). 

The exact sequence 

^ H°(P(E),Iz(d)) ^ H°(P(E),O nE) (d)) ^ H°(¥(E),O z ) (1.56) 

-^H 1 (P(E),I z (d))^0 
shows that the dimension of the subspace 

(Z) d = P( J ff°(P(£;),X z (d)) ± ) C \S d (E^)\ (1.57) 

is equal to h°(O z ) - h}{T z {d)) - 1 = s - 1 - h}{T z {d)). If Z is reduced 
and consists of points pi, . . . ,p s , then (Z)^ = (tv(pi), ■ • ■ , Vd(p s )), where 
v d : P(E) -> P(S d (E)) is the Veronese map. Hence, dim(Z) d = s - 1 if the 
points Vd(pi), ■ ■ ■ , Vd{Ps) are linearly independent. We say that Z is linearly 
d-independent if dhn(Z)d = s — 1. 

Definition 1.3.11 A generalized s-hedron of f € S d (E w ) is a linearly d- 
independent subscheme Z € Hilb s (P(_B)) which is apolar to f. 

Recall that Z is apolar to / if, for each k > 0, 

I z {k) = i/°(P(£),Z z (fc)) c AP fe (/). (1.58) 

According to this definition, a polar s-hedron is a reduced generalized s-hedron. 
The following is a generalization of Proposition 1.3.9. 

Proposition 1.3.12 A linearly d-independent subscheme Z S Hilb s (P(E) ) 
is a generalized polar s-hedron of f S S d (E x/ ) if and only if 



Iz{d) C AP rf (/). 
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Proof We have to show that the inclusion in the assertion implies Iz(d) C 
APk(f) for any k < d. For any -0' G S d ~ k (E) and any tp G Iz(k), the product 
V^' belongs to /^(fc)- Thus D^i(f) = 0. By the duality, A/>(/) = 0, i.e. 

V> e AP fc (/). □ 

Example 1.3.13 Let Z G Hilb s (P(i?)) be the union of kfat points p^, i.e. at 
each pi G Z the ideal Tz,p t is equal to the mj-th power of the maximal ideal. 
Obviously, 

i=l 

Then the linear system consists of hypersurfaces of degree d with 

points pi of multiplicity > mj. One can show (see [312], Theorem 5.3) that 
Z is apolar to / if and only if 

J — h 9x H + 'fe 5fc, 

where pj = ^(Zi) and <ft is a homogeneous polynomial of degree m t — 1 or 
the zero polynomial. 

Remark 1.3.14 It is not known whether the set of generalized s-hedra of / 
is a closed subset of Hilb s (P(i?)). It is known to be true for s < d + 1 since 
in this case diml z (d) = t := dim S d (E) - s for all Z G Hilb s (P(^)) (see 
[312], p.48). This defines a regular map of Hilb s (P(i?)) to the Grassmannian 
Gt-i(\S d (E)\) and the set of generalized s-hedra equal to the preimage of a 
closed subset consisting of subspaces contained in APd(f). Also we see that 
= 0, hence Z is always linearly ^-independent. 



1.3.4 Secant varieties and sums of powers 

Consider the Veronese map of degree d 

u d :\E\^\S d (E)\, [v]»[v% 

defined by the complete linear system \S d E w \. The image of this map is the 
Veronese variety of dimension n and degree d n . It is isomorphic to P™. By 
choosing a monomial basis t 1 in the linear space of homogeneous polynomials 

of degree d we obtain that the Veronese variety is isomorphic to the subvariety 

(n+d\ 

of P V d > given by equations 

A-, ■ A) - A k A m = 0, i + j = k + m, 

where A\ are dual coordinates in the space of polynomials of degree d. The 
image of P ra under the map defined by a choice of a basis of the complete 
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linear system of hypersurfaces of degree d is called a n-dimensional Veronese 
variety of degree d n . 

One can combine the Veronese mapping and the Segre mapping to define 
a Segre-Veronese variety V ni) ,.. infc (di, . . . , dk). It is equal to the image of the 
map P™ 1 x ■ ■ • x P' lfc defined by the complete linear system \ O pni (di)M-- - M 
0p»»(d fc )|. 

The notion of a polar s-hedron acquires a simple geometric interpretation 
in terms of the secant varieties of the Veronese variety VJJ. If a set of points 
[h], [l B ] in \E\ is a polar s-hedron of /, then [/] e ([if], [if]), and 
hence [/] belongs to the (s — l)-secant subspace of VJJ. Conversely, a general 
point in this subspace admits a polar s-hedron. Recall that for any irreducible 
nondegenerate projective variety X C P N of dimension r its t-secant variety 
Sec t (X) is defined to be the Zariski closure of the set of points in P^ which 
lie in the linear span of dimension t of some set of t + 1 linearly independent 
points in X. 

The counting constants easily gives 

dim Sec t (X) < xmn(r(t + 1) +t,N). 

The subvariety X C P^ is called t-defective if the inequality is strict. An 
example of a 1-defective variety is a Veronese surface in P 5 . 

A fundamental result about secant varieties is the following Lemma whose 
modern proof can be found in [604], Chapter II, and in [149] 

Lemma 1.3.15 (A. Terracini) Let pi, . . . ,pt+i be general t + 1 points in X 
and p be a general point in their span. Then 

T p (Sec t (X)) = T pi (X),...,T pt+1 (X). 

The inclusion part 

T pi (X),...,T pt+1 (X) C T p (Sec t (X)) 

is easy to prove. We assume for simplicity that t = 1. Then Seci(X) contains 
the cone C(pi,X) which is swept out by the lines p~[q,q G X. Therefore, 
T p (C(p-L,X)) c Tp(Sec x (X)). However, it is easy to see that T p (C(p u X)) 
contains T pi (X). 

Corollary 1.3.16 Sec t (X) ^ ¥ N if and only if, for any t + 1 general points 
of X, there exists a hyperplane section of X singular at these points. In par- 
ticular, if N < r(t + 1) + t, the variety X is t-defective if and only if for any 
t + 1 general points of X there exists a hyperplane section of X singular at 
these points. 
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(d+n\_ 

Example 1.3.17 Let X — V^ 1 C P^ " > be a Veronese variety. Assume 
n(t + 1) + t > — 1. A hyperplane section of X is isomorphic to a 

hypersurface of degree din P". Thus Sec t (V^ 1 ) ^ \S d (E v )\ if and only if, for 
any t + 1 general points in P™, there exists a hypersurface of degree d singular 
at these points. 

Consider a Veronese curve C P d . Assume 2t + 1 > d. Since d < 2t + 2, 
there are no homogeneous forms of degree d which have t + 1 multiple roots. 
Thus the Veronese curve — ^(P 1 ) C P d is not t-degenerate for t > 
(d-l)/2. 

Take n = 2 and d = 2. For any two points in P 2 there exists a conic singular 
at these points, namely the double line through the points. This explains why a 
Veronese surface V 2 2 is 1 -defective. 

Another example is V 2 C P 14 and t = 4. The expected dimension of 
Sec4(X) is equal to 14. For any 5 points in P 2 there exists a conic passing 
through these points. Taking it with multiplicity 2, we obtain a quartic which 
is singular at these points. This shows that V| is 4-defective. 

The following Corollary of Terracini's Lemma is called the First Main Theo- 
rem on apolarity in [205]. The authors gave an algebraic proof of this Theorem 
without using Terracini's Lemma. 

Corollary 1.3.18 A general homogeneous form in S d (E w ) admits a polar 
s-hedron if and only if there exist linear forms Zi, . . . , l s G E v such that, 
for any nonzero ip £ S d (E), the ideal AP(ip) C S(E V ) does not contain 
{lt-\...,l d s - 1 }. 

Proof A general form in S d (E y ) admits a polar s-hedron if and only if the 
secant variety Sec s _i(V2) is equal to the whole space. This means that the 
span of the tangent spaces at some points qi = V(lf ), i = 1, . . . , s, is equal to 
the whole space. By Terracini's Lemma, this is equivalent to that the tangent 
spaces of the Veronese variety at the points qi are not contained in a hyperplane 
defined by some ip g S d (E) — S d (E w ) w . It remains for us to use that the 
tangent space of the Veronese variety at qi is equal to the projective space of 
all homogeneous forms Z^ _1 Z, / G E v \ {0} (see Exercise 1.18). Thus, for any 
nonzero tp € S d (E), it is impossible that P,d-i,(ip) — for all I and for all 
i. But P^-i^t/j) — for all I if and only if P t d-i(ip) = 0. This proves the 
assertion. □ 

The following fundamental result is due to J. Alexander and A. Hirschowitz 
[5]. A simplified proof can be found in [53] or [91]. 
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Theorem 1.3.19 If d > 2, the Veronese variety is t-defective if and only 
if 

(n, d, t) = (2, 4, 4), (3, 4, 8), (4, 3, 6), (4, 4, 13). 

In all these cases the secant variety Sec t (V2) is a hypersurface. The Veronese 
variety is t-defective only if I < t < n. Its t-secant variety is of dimension 
n(t + l)-§(t-2)(« + l)-l. 

For the sufficiency of the condition, only the case (4, 3, 6) is not trivial. It 
asserts that for 7 general points in P 3 there exists a cubic hypersurface which 
is singular at these points. To see this, we use a well-known fact that any n + 3 
general points in P" lie on a Veronese curve of degree n (see, for example, 
[277], Theorem 1.18). So, we find such a curve R through 7 general points in 
P 4 and consider the 1-secant variety Seci(_R). It is a cubic hypersurface given 
by the catalecticant invariant of a binary quartic form. It contains the curve R 
as it singular locus. 

Other cases are easy. We have seen already the first two cases. The third case 
follows from the existence of a quadric through nine general points in P 3 . The 
square of its equation defines a quartic with 9 points. The last case is similar. 
For any 14 general points there exists a quadric in P 4 containing these points. 
In the case of quadrics we use that the variety of quadrics of corank r is of 
codimension r(r + 1) /2 in the variety of all quadrics. 

Obviously, if dimSec s _i(V£) < dim|£ d .E v )| = - 1, a general 

form / £ S d (E y ) cannot be written as a sum of s powers of linear forms. 
Since dimSec s _i(V2) < min{(n+ l)s — 1, ( n „ ) — 1}, the minimal number 
s(n, d) of powers needed to write / as a sum of powers of linear forms satisfies 



s(n, d) > 



1 fn + d 
n + 1 \ n 



(1.59) 



If VJj is not (s — l)-defective, then the equality holds. Applying Theorem 
1.3.19, we obtain the following. 

Corollary 1.3.20 

/ rt + d 



s(n, d) = 



ri 



unless (n,d) — (n, 2), (2, 4), (3, 4), (4, 3), (4, 4). In these exceptional cases 
s(n, d) = n + 1, 6, 10, 8, 15 instead of expected f 2 ^] , 5, 9, 8, 14. 

Remark 1.3.21 If d > 2, in all the exceptional cases listed in the previous 
corollary, s(n, d) is larger by one than the expected number. The variety of 
forms of degree d that can be written as the sum of the expected number of 
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powers of linear forms is a hypersurface in |Opn(d)|. In the case (n, d, t) = 
(2, 4, 5), the hypersurface is of degree 6 and is given by the catalecticant matrix 
which we will discuss later in this chapter. The curves parameterized by this 
hypersurface are Clebsch quartics which we will discuss in Chapter 6. The 
case (n,d) = (4,3) was studied only recently in [419]. The hypersurface is 
of degree 15. In the other two cases, the equation expresses that the second 
partials of the quartic are linearly dependent (see [239], pp. 58-59.) 

One can also consider the problem of a representation of several forms 
/l) • • • ) fk € S d (E x/ ) as a sum of powers of the same set (up to proportional- 
ity) of linear forms l\, . . . , l s . This means that the forms share a common polar 
s-hedron. For example, a well-known result from linear algebra states that two 
general quadratic forms q x , q 2 in k variables can be simultaneously diagonal- 
ized. In our terminology this means that they have a common polar k-hedron. 
More precisely, this is possible if the det(q 1 + Xq 2 ) has n+ 1 distinct roots (we 
will discuss this later in Chapter 8 while studying del Pezzo surfaces of degree 
4). 

Suppose 

s 

i=l 

We view this as an element <p <E U v ® S d (E v ), where U = C k . The map 
is the sum of s linear maps <j> of rank 1 with the images spanned by if. So, we 
can view each ^ as a vector in U y <g> S d (E y ) equal to the image of a vector in 
t/ v (g) E y embedded in C/ v ® E y by u (g> I i— ► u®l d . Now, everything becomes 
clear. We consider the Segre- Veronese embedding 

|C/ V | x |£ v | — |[/ v | x |S d (£ v )| <-+ |C/ V <g> 5 d (S v )| 

defined by the linear system of divisors of type (1, d) and view [</>] as a point 
in the projective space \U V ®S d (E w )\ which lies on the (s — l)-secant variety 
afV fc _i, n (l,d). 

For any linear map 6 Hom([/, S d (E v )), consider the linear map 

2 

T : Hom({7, E) -> Hom(/\ £7, 5 d_1 (£; v )), 

defined by 

2^ (a) :«Auh D a ( u )(<f>(v)) ~ D a(v) (cf)(u)). 

We call this map the Toeplitz map. Suppose that <fi is of rank 1 with the image 
spanned by l d , then 1^ is of rank equal to dim/\ U — 1 = (k — 2)(k + l)/2. 
If we choose a basis m, ■ ■ . , Uk in U and coordinates to, ■ ■ ■ , t n in i?, then the 
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image is spanned by l d 1 (a^Ui — ctjUj), where I = aiU. This shows that, if 
belongs to Sec s _i(|t/ V | x |£ v |), 



rank < s(k - 2)(fc + l)/2. 



(1.61) 



The expected dimension of Sec s _i(|£/ V | x |£' v |) is equal to s(k 
Thus, we expect that Sec s _i(|[/ V | x |_E V |) coincides with \U V ® 
when 

k ( n + dy 

s > 



\-n) -1. 
S d (£ v )| 

(1.62) 



If this happens, we obtain that a general set of k forms admits a common polar 
s-hedron. Of course, as in the case k = 1, there could be exceptions if the 
secant variety is (s — l)-defective. 

Example 1.3.22 Assume d = 2 and fc = 3. In this case the matrix of 
is a square matrix of size 3(n + 1). Let us identify the spaces U v and f\ 2 U 
by means of the volume form u\ A u 2 A U3 G f\ U = C. Also identify 
</>(Mi) G S 2 (E W ) with a square symmetric matrix Aj of size n + 1. Then, 
an easy computation shows that one can represent the linear map 1^ by the 
skew-symmetric matrix 






-4i 


A 2 \ 









A 3 ■ 


(1.63) 


-4 2 


-A 3 


0/ 





Now condition (1.61) for 



3(n + 2)(n + l) 



2(?i + 3) 

becomes equivalent to the condition 
A = Pf 



^(3n + 2) if n is even, 
i(3n +1) if 71 is odd > 3, 
3 if n = 1 






Ai 


A 2 \ 




Ai 





A 3 = 0. 


(1.64) 


A 2 


-A 3 


0/ 





It is known that the secant variety Sec s _i(|C/| x \E\) of the Segre-Veronese 
variety is a hypersurface if n > 3 is odd and the whole space if n is even (see 
[546], Lemma 4.4). It implies that, in the odd case, the hypersurface is equal 
to V(A). Its degree is equal to 3(n + l)/2. Of course, in the even case, the 
pfaffian vanishes identically. 
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In the case n = 3, the pfaffian A was introduced by E. Toeplitz [562]. It 
is an invariant of the net 2 of quadrics in P 3 that vanishes on the nets with 
common polar pentahedron. Following [246], we call A the Toeplitz invariant. 
Let us write its generators fi,fi, /3 in the form (1.60) with n = 3 and s = 
|(3n + 1) = 5. Since the four linear forms k are linearly dependent, we can 

normalize them by assuming that l-y -\ + Zg = and assume that li, . . . , 1$ 

span a 4-dimensional subspace. Consider a cubic form 

6 i=l 

and find three vectors Vi in C 4 such that 

(hivj),.. .,h(vj)) = («#>,.. .,<#>), j = 1,2,3. 

Now we check that fj = D Vj (F) for j = 1,2,3. This shows that the net 
spanned by /i , /2, /3 is a net of polar quadrics of the cubic F. Conversely, we 
will see later that any general cubic form in 4 variables admits a polar pentahe- 
dron. Thus any net of polars of a general cubic surface admits a common polar 
pentahedron. So, the Toeplitz invariant vanishes on a general net of quadrics in 
P 3 if and only if the net is realized as a net of polar quadrics of a cubic. 

Remark 1 .3.23 Let [n, d, k, s) denote the numbers such that we have the strict 
inequality in (1.62). We call such 4-tuples exceptional. Examples of excep- 
tional 4-tuples are (n, 2, 3, |(3n + 1)) with odd n > 2. The secant hypersur- 
faces in these cases are given by the Toeplitz invariant A. The case (3, 2, 3, 5) 
was first discovered by G. Darboux [152]. 3 It has been rediscovered and ex- 
tended to any odd n by G. Ottaviani [418]. There are other two known ex- 
amples. The case (2,3,2,5) was discovered by F. London [364]. The secant 
variety is a hypersurface given by the determinant of order 6 of the linear map 
1$ (see Exercise 1.30). The examples (3, 2, 5, 6) and (5, 2, 3, 8) were discov- 
ered recently by E. Carlini and J. Chipalkatti [64]. The secant hypersurface in 
the second case is a hypersurface of degree 18 given by the determinant of 1^. 
There are no exceptional 4-tuples (n, 2, 2, s) [64] and no exceptional 4-tuples 
(n, d, k, s) for large n (with some explicit bound)[l]. We refer to [96], where 
the varieties of common polar s-hedra are studied. 

Remark 1.3.24 Assume that one of the matrices At, A2, A3 in (1.63) is in- 

2 We employ classical terminology calling a 1 -dimensional (resp. 2-dimensional, resp. 
3-dimensional) linear system a pencil (resp. a net, resp. a web). 

3 Darboux also wrongly claimed that the case (3, 2, 4, 6) is exceptional, the mistake was 
pointed out by Terracini [557] without proof, a proof is in [64]. 
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vertible, say let it be A2. Then 
























I 




o\ 

1 

-4^1 i/ 



where 



This shows that 



A 2 < 
= 10 B A 3 
A 2 -A 3 



B = A^Aa - A S A 2 ~ 1 A 1 




rank 



The condition that ranki? < 2 is known in the theory of vector bundles over 
the projective plane as Barth's condition on the net of quadrics in P". It does 
not depend on the choice of a basis of the net of quadrics spanned by the 
quadrics with matrices A\, A2, A3. Under Barth's condition, the discriminant 
curve det(zoAi+ziA2+2As) = of singular quadrics in the net is a Darboux 
curve of degree n + 1 (see [24]). 



1.3.5 The Waring problems 

The well-known Waring problem in number theory asks about the smallest 
number s(d) such that each natural number can be written as a sum of s(d) d- 
th powers of natural numbers. It also asks in how many ways it can be done. Its 
polynomial analog asks about the smallest number s(n, d) such that a general 
homogeneous polynomial of degree d in n + 1 variables can be written as a 
sum of s d-th powers of linear forms. Corollary (1.3.20) solves this problem. 
Other versions of the Waring problem ask the following questions: 

• (Wl) Given a homogeneous forms / € S d (E s/ ), study the variety of sums 
of powers VSP(/, s)°, i.e. the subvariety of P(E) ( - S ' > that consists of polar 
s-hedra of / or, more general, the subvariety VSP(/, s) of Hilb s (P(E) ) 
parameterizing generalized polar s-hedra of /. 

• (W2) Given s, find the equations of the closure PS(s, d; n) in S d (E w ) of 
the locus of homogeneous forms of degree d which can be written as a 
sum of s powers of linear forms. 
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We can also ask similar questions for several forms in S d (E w ). 

Note that PS(s, d; n) is the affine cone over the secant variety Sec s _ 1 (\/^). 
In the language of secant varieties, the variety VSP(/, s)° is the set of linearly 
independent sets of s points Pi,. ■ ■ ,p 8 in such that [/] e (pi, . . . , p s ) and 
does not belong to the span of the proper subset of the set of these points. The 
variety VSP(/, s) is the set of linearly independent Z £ Hilb s (P(£')) such that 
[/] G (Z). Note that we have a natural map 

VSP(.f,s)^G(s,S d (E)), Z~{Z) d , 

where G(s, S d (E)) = G s -i(\S d (E)\) is the Grassmannian of s-dimensional 
subspaces of S d (E). This map is not injective in general. 

Also note that for a general form /, the variety VSP(/, s) is equal to the 
closure of VSP(/,s)° in the Hilbert scheme Hilb s (P(.E)) (see [312], 7.2). 
It is not true for an arbitrary form /. One can also embed VSP(/; s)° in 
V(S d (E)) by assigning to {lx, . . . , l s } the product l\ ■ ■ ■ l s . Thus we can com- 
pactify VSP(/, s)° by taking its closure in P(S d (E)). In general, this closure 
is not isomorphic to VSP(/, s). 

Remark 1.3.25 If (d,n) is not one of the exceptional cases from Corollary 
1.3.20 and ( n ~^ d ) = (n+ l)s for some integer s, then ageneral form of degree 
d admits only finitely many polar s-hedra. How many? The known cases are 
given in the following table. 



d 


n 


s 


# 


reference 


2s- 1 


1 


s 


1 


J. Sylvester [551] 


5 


2 


7 


1 


D. Hilbert [293], H. Richmond [466], 
F. Palatini [424] 


7 


2 


12 


5 


A. Dixon and T. Stuart[169], 
K. Ranestad and F.-O. Schreyer [452] 


8 


2 


15 


16 


K. Ranestad and F.-O. Schreyer [452] 


3 


3 


5 


1 


J. Sylvester [551] 



It seems that among these are the only cases when the number of polar s- 
hedra of a general form is equal to 1. The evidence for this can be found in 
papers by M. Mella [378], [379], where it is proven that there are no new cases 
when n = 2, d > 5 and n > 3 and n divides ( n ^f) ■ 

An explicit description of positive-dimensional varieties of sums of pow- 
ers VSP(/, s) is known only in a few cases (d,n,s). We will discuss the 
cases (d, n, s) = (2s — 1, 1, s), (3, 3, 5) later. For other cases see papers [314] 
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((d, n, s) = (3, 5, 10)), [398], ({d, n, s) = (6, 2, 10)), [176] ((d, n, s) = (3, 2, 4)) 
and [452] ((d, n, s) = (3, 4, 8), (2, 3, 4), (6, 2, 10)), 



1.4 Dual homogeneous forms 

1.4.1 Catalecticant matrices 

Let / 6 S d (E x/ ). Consider the linear map (the apolarity map) 

a p k f :S k E^S d - k (E v ), yj^D^(f). 



(1.65) 



Its kernel is the space APfc(/) of forms of degree k which are apolar to /. 
Assume that / = Ym=i H f° r some h € E y 

ap k f (S k (E))c(lt\-. 

and hence 

rank(apy) < s. 



It follows from (1.55) that 

jd—k\ 
' s II 



(1.66) 



If we choose a basis in E and a basis in E v , then ap^ is given by a matrix of 
size ( fc ^ n ) x ( n t_7 ) whose entries are linear forms in coefficients of /. 

Choose a basis . . . , £„ in E and the dual basis to, ■ ■ ■ ,t n in i? v . Consider 
a monomial lexicographically ordered basis in S k (E) (resp. in S d ~ k (E s/ )). 
The matrix of apji with respect to these bases is called the fc-th catalecticant 
matrix of / and is denoted by Catfc(/). Its entries c uv are parameterized by 
pairs (u, v) g N n+1 x N" +1 with |u| = d — k and |v| = k. If we write 

/=£(?V, 

|i|=d 



then 



This follows easily from formula (1.5). 

Considering a\ as independent variables t- l7 we obtain the definition of a 
general catalecticant matrix Cat fc (d, n). 

Example 1.4.1 Let n=l. Write / = ^ =0 ( ^] a i t 't%- Then 



Cat fc (/) = 



a i 

a 2 



ate \ 
a k+i 



\ad-k ad-k+i 



ad I 
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A square matrix of this type is called a circulant matrix, or a Hankel matrix. It 
follows from (1.66) that / G PS(s, d; 1) implies that all (s+1) x (s+1) minors 
of Catfe(/) are equal to zero. Thus we obtain that Sec s _i(V^) is contained in 
the subvariety of V d defined by (s + 1) x (s + l)-minors of the matrices 



Cat fc (d, 1) = 



/t ti ... tk \ 

tl t2 ... 

W-fc ■ ■ • td J 



For example, if s = 1, we obtain that the Veronese curve V* C P d satisfies 
the equations titj — tf-ti — 0, where i + j = k + I. It is well-known that 
these equations generate the homogeneous ideal of the Veronese curve (see, 
for example, [277]). 

Assume d = 2k. Then the Hankel matrix is a square matrix of size k + 1. Its 
determinant vanishes if and only if / admits a nonzero apolar form of degree 
k. The set of such f's is a hypersurface in the space of binary forms of degree 
2k. It contains the Zariski open subset of forms which can be written as a sum 
of k powers of linear forms (see section 1.5.1). 

For example, take k = 2. Then the equation 

ai a.2 as I = (1.67) 

describes binary quartics 

/ = a 4 + 4oito*i + 6a 2 tltj + Aa 3 t 4 + a 4 tj 

which lie in the Zariski closure of the locus of quartics represented in the form 
(ctoto + Poti) 4 + (aiio + Piti) 4 - Note that a quartic of this form has simple 
roots unless it has a root of multiplicity 4. Thus any binary quartic with simple 
roots satisfying Equation (1.67) can be represented as a sum of two powers of 
linear forms. 

The determinant (1.67) is an invariant of a binary quartic. The cubic hyper- 
surface in P 4 defined by Equation (1.67) is equal to the 1-secant variety of a 
rational normal curve R4 in P 4 . 

Note that 

dimAP<(/) = dimKer(ap}) = ("+*) - rank Cat,(/). 

Therefore, 

dim(A/)i = rankCatj(/), 
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and 

d 

Since the ranks of ap^ and its transpose are the same, we obtain 

rank Cat, ; (/) = rank Cat d _j(/) 

confirming that Ha } (t) is a reciprocal monic polynomial. 

Suppose d = 2k is even. Then the coefficient at t k in Ha s (t) is equal to the 
rank of Cat^ (/) . The matrix Catfc (/) is a square matrix of size ( n ^ fe ) ■ One can 
show that for a general /, this matrix is invertible. A polynomial / is called de- 
generate if det(Catfe(/)) = 0. It is called nondegenerate otherwise. Thus, the 
set of degenerate polynomials is a hypersurface (catalecticant hypersurface) 
given by the equation 

det(Cat fe (2fc,n)) = 0. (1.69) 

The polynomial dct(Catfe(2fc, n)) in variables ti, |i| = d, is called the catalec- 
ticant determinant. 

Example 1.4.2 Let d — 2. It is easy to see that the catalecticant polynomial is 
the discriminant polynomial. Thus a quadratic form is degenerate if and only if 
it is degenerate in the usual sense. The Hilbert polynomial of a quadratic form 
/is 

H Af (t) = 1 + rt + t 2 , 
where r is the rank of the quadratic form. 

Example 1.4.3 Suppose / = tfj -| , s < n. Then tj,, . . . , t\ are linearly 

independent for any i, and hence rank Cat,-(/) = s for < i < d. This shows 
that 

H Af (t) = l + s(t+--- + t d - 1 ) + t d . 

Let V be the set of reciprocal monic polynomials of degree d. One can strat- 
ify the space S d (E w ) by setting, for any p 6 V, 

S d (E") p = {f eS d {E"):H As =p}. 

If / e PS(s, d; n) we know that 

rankCat fc (/) < h(s,d,n) k = min( S , ("f ), ( n+ ^ fe )). 

One can show that, for a general enough /, the equality holds (see [312], p. 13). 
Thus there is a Zariski open subset of PS(s, d; n) which is contained in the 
strata S d (E s/ ) p , where p — Yli=o h(s,d,n)it l . 
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1.4.2 Dual homogeneous forms 

In this Chapter we have introduced the notion of a dual quadric. If Q = V(q), 
where q is a nondegenerate quadratic form, then the dual variety Q v is a 
quadric defined by the quadratic form q v whose matrix is the adjugate ma- 
trix of q. Using the notion of the catalecticant matrix, for any homogeneous 
form of even degree / £ S 2k (E v ), in a similar fashion one can define the dual 
homogeneous form / v £ S 2k (E). 
Consider the pairing 

% : S k (E) x S k (E) -> C, (1.70) 

defined by 

n/(V>i,Va) = ap/W'iXVa) = ■ z W*P/W'i)) = A/^Cf), 

where we identify the spaces S k (E v ) and S k (E) v . The pairing can be consid- 
ered as a symmetric bilinear form on S k (E). Its matrix with respect to a mono- 
mial basis in S k (E) and its dual monomial basis in S k (E v ) is the catalecticant 
matrix Catfc(/). 

Let us identify £1 f with the associated quadratic form on S k (E) (the restric- 
tion of il f to the diagonal). This defines a linear map 

Q : S 2k (E y ) -> S 2 (S k (E) y ) 1 / ^ %. 

There is also a natural left inverse map of 

P : S 2 (S k (E) v ) -» S 2k (E v ) 

defined by multiplication S k (E v ) x S k (E w ) -> 5 2fc (^ v ). All these maps are 
GL(i?)-equivariant and realize the linear representation S 2k (E w ) as a direct 
summand in the representation S 2 (S k (E^)). 

Definition 1.4.4 Assume that f £ S 2k (E w ) is nondegenerate. The dual 
quadratic form £tj ofClf is called the dual homogeneous form of f. We will 
identify it with the polar bilinest form on S k V. 

Remark 1.4.5 Note that, contrary to the assertion of Theorem 2.3 in [182], 
is not equal, in general, to ffyv for some / v £ S 2k (V). We thank Bart van 
den Dries for pointing out that the adjugate matrix of the catelecticant matrix 
is not, in general, a catalecticant matrix as was wrongly asserted in the proof. 

Recall that the locus of zeros of a quadratic from q £ S 2 (E W ) consists of 
vectors v £ E such that the value of the polarized bilinear form b q : E — > E y 
at v vanishes at v. Dually, the set of zeros of q y £ S 2 (E) consists of linear 
functions I £ E v such that the value of b q \> : E v — * E at / is equal to zero. The 
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same is true for the dual form Q^. Its locus of zeros consists of linear forms I 
such that flj 1 (l k ) G S k (E) vanishes on I. The degree k homogeneous form 
1 (l k ) is classically known as the anti-polar of / (with respect to /). 

Definition 1.4.6 Two linear forms l,m € E y are called conjugate with re- 
spect to a nondegene rate form f € S 2k (E w ) if 

n)(l k ,m k ) = 0. 

Proposition 1.4.7 Suppose f is given by (1.54), where the powers l k are 
linearly independent in S k (E v ). Then each pair li, lj is conjugate with respect 
to f. 

Proof Since the powers l k are linearly independent, we may include them 
in a basis of S k (E x/ ). Choose the dual basis in S k (E). Then the catalecticant 
matrix of / has the upper corner matrix of size s equal to the diagonal matrix. 
Its adjugate matrix has the same property. This implies that l k ,l\,i ^ j, are 
conjugate with respect to f2j. □ 



1.4.3 The Waring rank of a homogeneous form 

Since any quadratic form q can be reduced to a sum of squares, one can define 
its rank as the smallest number r such that 

q=lf-\ Vl 2 r 

for some li, . . . , l r £ E v . 

Definition 1.4.8 Let f e S d E y . Its Waring rank wrk(/) is the smallest num- 
ber r such that 

f = ii+---+i d r (i.7i) 

for some linear forms l\ , . . . , l r G E v . 

The next result follows immediately from the proof of Proposition 1.4.7. 

Proposition 1.4.9 Let O y be the quadratic form on S k (E) associated to 
f 6 S 2k (E w ). Then the Waring rank of f is greater than or equal to the rank 
ofQf. 

Let / be a nondegenerate form of even degree 2k. By Corollary 1.3.20, 

r 1 fn 4- 
wrk(/) = S (2fc,n)> — + 
n + i\ a 

with strict inequality only in the following cases 
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• d = 2, wrk(/) = rank f2 / = n + 1; 

• n = 2, d = 4, wrk(/) = rank 0/ = 6; 

• n = 3, d = 4, wrk(/) = rank % = 10; 

• n = 4, d = 4, wrk(/) = rank 0/ = 15. 

In all non-exceptional cases, 

wrk(/) >J-( n + 2k ) = ( n+ k ) + + > rank n/ . 

u; ~n + lV n / V n J 2k- ■ ■ {k + l)(n + 1) _ ; 

In most cases, we have strict inequality. 



1.4.4 Mukai's skew-symmetric form 

Let uj 6 /\ 2 £ be a skew-symmetric bilinear form on E v . It admits a unique 
extension to a Poisson bracket on S(E V ) which restricts to a skew- 

symmetric bilinear form 

{, } w : S k+1 (E y ) x S k+1 (E y ) -> 5- 2fc (£; v ). (1.72) 

Recall that a Poisson bracket on a commutative algebra ^4 is a skew-symmetric 
bilinear map A x A — > A, (a. 6) i— > {a, 6} such that its left and right partial 
maps A — > ^4 are derivations. 

Let / e S 2k {E y ) be a nondegenerate form and e S" 2 (5 fc (£;)) be its 
dual form. For each w as above, define cr^j S /\ S k+1 (E) by 

(Tu,f(g,h) = tif({g,h} u ). 

Theorem 1.4.10 Lef f be a nondegenerate form in S 2k (E v ) of Waring rank 
N = rank Q f = ( n + k ). For any Z = {[4], . . . , [^]} e VSP(/, iV)°, let 
{Z)k+i be the linear span of the powers l k+1 in S k+1 (E W ). Then 

(i) (Z)k+i is isotropic with respect to each form cr u j; 

(ii) zp k f\S k - l E) C (Z) k+1 ; 

(Hi) apj^ 1 (S k ~ 1 E) is contained in the radical of each cr u j. 

Proof To prove the first assertion it is enough to check that, for all one 
has (Ta,,f(li +1 , l k+1 ) = 0. We have 

Since £ k are linearly independent, by Proposition 1.4.7, l k ) = 0. This 

checks the first assertion. 
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For any ip £ S*" 1 ^), 

N 

D i) (f) = D i ,C£ l ?) 

»=1 

This shows that ap^ _1 (S k ^ 1 (E)) is contained in (Z)k+i- It remains for us to 
check that <r uJ (D^(f),g) = for any ip e S k - x (E),g € S* +1 (£ V ), u) € 
/\ 2 £7. Choose coordinates to, . . . , t n in _E V and the dual coordinates £o> • • • > £n 
in The space f\ E is spanned by the forms k/jj = ^A £j . We have 

{A/,(/),ffU = D^(D4f))D (] (g) - D Cj (D^(f))D^(g) 

= Ih ,.(/)/). u/i - ,</)/•>; (<?) = D^fiD^g) - /;,,; (/)£>« (<?)■ 
For any g, ft e S k (E y ), 

Q}(g,h) = {Qj l (g),h). 

Thus 

<T wy ,/(^(/), 5) = 0/ (/), D i} (g)) - n){D^ (f),D Ci (g)) 
= m i ,D (j (g))-(^ J ,D^M)=D^D^ j (g)-D M M) = D^O)=0. 

□ 

Since apj~ 1 (_E) is contained in the radical of a^j, we have the induced 
skew-symmetric form on S k+1 (E v )/ap k ~ 1 (E). By Lemma 1.3.2, 

S k+1 (E^)/ a p k - 1 (E)=AP k+1 (f)\ 

If no confusion arises we denote the induced form by a^j and call it the 
Mukai 's skew-form. 

One can also consider the collection of the Mukai skew-forms a^j as a 
linear map 

2 2 

aj : f\E -h. /\AP fc+ i(/), 

or, its transpose 

2 2 

V /: /\AP fe+1 (/) v ^/\i? v . (1.73) 

Let Z = {[h], . . . , [Z s ]} S VSP(/, s)° be a polar s-hedron of a nonde- 
generate form / £ S 2k (E x/ ) and, as before, let (Z)k+i be the linear span of 
(A; + l)-th powers of the linear forms Zj. Let 

L(Z) = (Z) k+1 /ap k f\S k - 1 (E)). (1.74) 
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It is a subspace of S k+1 (E v )/ap k f 1 {S k - 1 {E)) which we identify with the 
dual space AP fe+1 (/) v of AP fe+1 (/). 

Now observe that (Z) k+1 is equal to I z (k + 1), where we identify Z with 
the reduced closed subscheme of the dual projective space P(E). This allows 
one to extend the definition of L(Z) to any generalized polar s-hedron Z G 
VSP(/;s): 

L(Z) = I z {k+l)^/^ k f\s k - 1 {E)) c S k+1 {E y )/^)r\S k - 1 {E)). 



Proposition 1.4.11 Let f be a nondegenerate homogeneous form of degree 
2k of Waring rank equal to N k = (™+ fe ). Let Z, Z' G VSP(/, N k ). Then 

L(Z) = L(Z') ^ Z= Z'. 

Proof It is enough to show that 

I z (k + 1) = I z ,(k+1) =*■ Z = Z'. 

Suppose Z ^ Z'. Choose a subscheme Z of Z of length N k — 1 that is not 
a subscheme of Z 1 . Since dim/ Zo (fc) > dim S k (E y ) - h°(O z ) = (™+ fe ) - 
N k + 1 = 1, we can find a nonzero ip G I Zo (k). The sheaf l z /l Zo is con- 
centrated at one point x and is annihilated by the maximal ideal m x . Thus 
W-xIzq C T z . Let £ G E be a linear form on E v vanishing at x but not vanish- 
ing at any proper closed subscheme of Z' . This implies that £ip G I z (k + 1 ) = 
Iz'(k + 1) and hence ip G I z >(k) C AP k (f) contradicting the nondegeneracy 
off. ' □ 

Lemma 1.4.12 Let f G S 2k (E v ) be a nondegenerate form of Waring rank 
N k = ( k + n n ). For any Z G VSP(/, N k )°, 

dimL(ZH(^Y)- 
Proof Counting constants, we see that 

dim(Z) k+1 > dim S k+1 (E)-N k , 

hence 

dimL(Z) = di m (Z)^ 1 -dimap5- 1 (5 fc - 1 (i?)) < N,-^ 1 ) = ("j^ 1 ). 

We have to consider the exceptional cases where wrk(/) = rank flf. The as- 
sertion is obvious in the case k = 1. The space is of expected dimension 
unless If, ... , are linearly dependent. This implies that / is a quadratic 
form of rank less than n+1, contradicting the assumption. 

Assume n = 2, k = 2 and dim L(Z) > 3, or, equivalently, dim(Z) 3 > 4. 
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Since AP2(/) = {0}, there are no conies passing through Z. In particular, 
no four points are collinear. Let C be a conic through the points . . . , [Zg] 
and let ii, 2:2 be two additional points on C such that each irreducible com- 
ponent of C contains at least four points. Since dim(Z)3 > 4, we can find 
a 2-dimensional linear system of cubics through [Zi], . . . , [Zg],a;i, x%. By Be- 
zout's Theorem, C belongs to the fixed part of the linear system. The residual 
part is a 2-dimensional linear system of lines through [Iq], an obvious contra- 
diction. 

Similar arguments check the assertion in the cases n = 2,k = 3,4. In the 
remaining case n = 3, k = 2, we argue as follows. We have N 2 — 10. Assume 
L(Z) < 6, or, equivalently, dim(Z) 3 > 10. Since AP 2 (/) = {0}, no 4 lines 
are collinear (otherwise we pass a quadric through 3 points on the line and the 
remaining 6 points, it will contain all ten points). Choose three non-collinear 
points Pi,P2,P3 among the ten points and two general points on each line 
p~ipj and one general point in the plane containing the three points. Then we 
can find a 3-dimensional linear system of cubics in 1(^)3! passing through the 
additional 7 points. It contains the plane through p 1 , p 2 , P3 ■ The residual linear 
system consists of quadrics through the remaining 7 points in Z. Since no four 
lines are collinear, it is easy to see that the dimension of the linear system 
of quadrics through 7 points is of dimension 2. This contradiction proves the 
assertion. □ 

Corollary 1.4.13 Let f G S 2k (E^) be a nondegenerate form of Waring rank 
Nk = Let VSP(/, -/Vfc)° be the variety of polar polyhedra of f. Then 

the map Z L(Z) is an injective map 



Its image is contained in the subvariety of subspaces isotropic with respect to 
all Mukai's skew forms a^j on AP/ c+ i(/) v . 

Example 1.4.14 Assume n — 2. Then wrk(J) = rank Qf = ( fc J 2 ) if and 
only if k = 1,2,3,4. In these cases the Corollary applies. We will consider the 
cases k = 1 and k = 2 later. If k — 3, we obtain that VSP(/, 10)° embeds in 
G(4, 9). Its closure is a K3 surface [398], [452]. If k = 4, VSP(/, 15)° embeds 
in G(5, 15). It consists of 16 points [452]. 

1.4.5 Harmonic polynomials 

Let q 6 S 2 (E X/ ) be a nondegenerate quadratic form on E. For convenience of 
notation, we identify q with the apolarity map apj : E — * E v . By the universal 
property of the symmetric power, the isomorphism q : E — > E v extends to a 



VSP(/,7V fc )°^G(( 



n+fc— 1 

. n— 1 



),AP fc+1 (/) v ). 
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linear isomorphism S k (q) : S k (E) — > S k (E v ) which defines a symmetric 
nondegenerate pairing 

( , ) fc : S fe (£) x S k (E) -» C. (1.75) 
It is easy to check that, for any £ £ S k (E) and v E E, 

where ^ G -E v is the linear function apj(v). 

Let us compare the pairing 1.75 with the pairing il q k from (1.70). Choose 
a basis r)o, . . . , r\ n in E and the dual basis to, . . . , t n in E v such that q = 
l(E^) sothat 9(^) = ^-Then 

S h {q){rf)=t\ 

However, 

ap^(V) - k\e + qg, 
for some g G S k - 2 {E V ). Thus 

(^(9)-^ fc )(^ fe (^))cg5^ 2 (i? v ). 

Let 

H q (E) = (qS^iE^)) 1 - C S fc (£) 

be the subspace of q-harmonic symmetric tensors. In more convenient lan- 
guage, exchanging the roles of E and E v , and replacing q with the dual form 

<? v G S 2 (£), we have 

H k (E v ) = Kei(D gV : S k (E v ) -> S fc - 2 (£; v )). 

In the previous choice of coordinates, the operator D q v is the Laplace opera- 
tor \ Restricting wp k k to the subspace TL k {E), we obtain a nondegen- 
erate symmetric pairing 

H\{E) x H k q {E) C 

which coincides with the restriction of h&q k to the same subspace. Changing 
E to E v , we also obtain a symmetric nondegenerate pairing 

H k (E v ) x H h q (E v ) C 

which can be defined either by the restriction of the pairing (1.75) or by the 
quadratic form j^Q^v^k. Note that all these pairings are equivariant with re- 
spect to the orthogonal group 0(E, q), i.e. can be considered as pairings of the 
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linear representations of 0(E,q). We have the direct sum decomposition of 
linear representations 

S k (E) = H k q (E) © q v S k - 2 (E). (1.76) 

The summand q v S k ~ 2 (E) coincides with ap^ 2 (S k - 2 (E v )). The linear rep- 
resentation Ti k (E) is an irreducible representation of 0(E, q) (see [251]). 

Next let us see that, in the case when / is a power of a nondegenerate 
quadratic polynomial, the Mukai form coincides, up to a scalar multiple, with 
the skew form on the space of harmonic polynomials studied by N. Hitchin in 
[298] and [299]. 

The Lie algebra o(E, q) of the orthogonal group 0(E, q) is equal to the Lie 
subalgebra of the Lie algebra gl(E) of endomorphisms of E that consists of 
operators A : E — ► E such that the composition A o q^ 1 ; E y — ► E — > E 
is equal to the negative of its transpose. This defines a linear isomorphism of 
vector spaces 

2 

A.E V -> o(E,q), uj h-> ui = q- 1 o W : E -> E v -> E. 

Now, taking u G A 2 £ V > and identifying S ,fe+1 (^ v )/ap^~ 1 (5 fc ~ 1 ( £; )) with 
7Y^' +1 (i? v ), we obtain the Mukai pairing 

W : ^ +1 (^ V ) x ?^ +1 (£ v ) - C 
on the space of harmonic k + 1 -forms on E. 

Proposition 1.4.15 For any g,he H k+1 {E y ) and any we/\ 2 E v , 

(fc + 1) 2 

^u,q"(9,h) = rj (u-g,h) k+1 , 

where (, : S k+1 (E y ) x 5 ffe+1 (_B v ) — > C is f/ze symmetric pairing defined 
byS k+l {q- 1 ). 

Proof It is known that the space 7i^ +1 (_E V ) is spanned by the forms q(v) k+1 , 
where v is an isotropic vector for q, i.e. [v] G V(g) (see [251], Proposition 
5.2.6). So, it is suffices to check the assertion when g = q(v) k+1 and h = 
q(w) k+1 for some isotropic vectors v,w G E. Choose a basis (£q, ■ • ■ , £,n) in 
E and the dual basis to, . . . , t n in E v as in the beginning of this Subsection. 
An element u 6 o(E, q) can be written in the form ^ for some skew- 

symmetric matrix (ay). We identify (ay) with the skew 2-form ui E f\ 2 E. We 
can also write g = (a- t) k+1 and h = (j3- t) +1 , where we use the dot-product 
notation for the sums a iti- We have 

(u-g,h) k+1 = (fc+l)!(X)«Hi*i^:(a-*) fc+1 )09) = (fc+l)!(fc+l)(a-/3) fc ^M, /?•*). 
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The computations from the proof of Theorem 1.4.10, show that 

W (<7, h) = n y qk {{a ■ t)\ (/? • t) k )u{a -t,(3-t). 

It is easy to see that it^ h coincides with il^v^k on the subspace of harmonic 
polynomials. We have 

n {q . )k ((a ■ t) k , ((3 ■ t) k ) = D ( , () »(IJ] a fc (03 • t) k ) 

= k\D (a . ok ((f3-t) k ) = (k\)\a-p) k . 
This checks the assertion. 

□ 

Computing the catalecticant matrix of q k we find that q k is a nondegenerate 
form of degree 2k. Applying Corollary 1.4.13, we obtain that in the cases listed 
in Corollary 1.3.20, there is an injective map 

VSP(<A ("+ fc )) - G(("+!7 1 ),H g fe+1 (S v )). (1.77) 

Its image is contained in the subvariety of subspaces isotropic with respect to 
the skew-symmetric forms (g, h) t—> (u ■ g, k)k+i,u G o(E, q). 

The following Proposition gives a basis in the space of harmonic polynomi- 
als (see [386]). We assume that (E, q) = (C™+\ \ £ tf). 

Proposition 1.4.16 For any set of non-negative integers (bo, . . . , b n ) such 
that bi < 1 and bi = h let 

rrk _V/ lUao/2] fc![Qp/2]! JT 8< 

"b D ,...,b„ ^ n ri , n ii / fc.-Q, y 11 ^ ' 

lli=0 lli=ll 2 /' l= 

where the summation is taken over the set of all sequences of non-negative 
integers (ao, . . . , a„) 5mc/i f/iaf 

• a,; = bi mod 2, i = 0, . . . , n, 

• E?=0 a i = fc > 

• Q» < bi, i = 1, . . . , n. 

Then the polynomials H^ B b form a basis of the space Ti k ('C n+1 ). 

For any polynomial / e C[t , . . . ,t n ) one can find the projection Hf to 
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the subspace of harmonic polynomials. The following formula is taken from 
[588]. 



[ fe /2] _ 

Hf= f-V(-ir +i g ; 



where A = ^ is the Laplace operator. 



(1.78) 



9*f 

Example 1.4.17 Let n = 2 so that dim E = 3. The space of harmonic poly- 
nomials 'H k q {E XJ ) is of dimension ( fc + 2 ) - (*) = 2fc + 1. Since the dimen- 
sion is odd, the skew form <r w q k is degenerate. It follows from Proposition 
1.4.15 that its radical is equal to the subspace of harmonic polynomials g such 
that Q ■ g = (recall that Q denotes the element of o(E, q) corresponding to 
lo G f\ E). In coordinates, a vector u — (uq, Ui, u 2 ) £ C 3 corresponds to the 
skew-symmetric matrix 

u 

-u 2 

representing an endomorphism of E, or an element of /\ 2 E. The Lie bracket 
is the cross-product of vectors. The action of a vector u on / G C[io, ti, t 2 ) is 
given by 

2 



df 

U-f= 2^ I)/ 



where eij.k — is totally skew-symmetic with values equal to 0, 1, —1. 

For any v E E, let us consider the linear form l v = q(v) G E v . We know 
that q(v) k £ H k (E v ) if [v] € V(q). If [v] & V(q), then we can consider the 
projection /„ of (l v ) k to H k (E y ). By (1.78), we get 

1=1 2^!(2fc-l)--.(2A ; -2 S + l) 91 j 9 '« • ( V) 

We have 

11 • l v luxv • 

Since / i— ► it • / is a derivation of Sym(i? v ) and u • gr = 0, we obtain 



2 fl s!(2fc-l)---(2fe-2s + l) 



, fc(fc - 1) • • • (jfe - 2s + l)(fc - 2s)q(v) a l k ,- 



■ fv — luxv {kl v + 2_ j ( 1) 

(1.80) 
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This implies that the harmonic polynomial f u satisfies u ■ f u — and hence 
belongs to the radical of the skew form a uq k. The Lie algebra so (3) is iso- 
morphic to the Lie algebra sl(2) and its irreducible representation on the space 
of degree k harmonic polynomials is isomorphic to the representation of sl(2) 
on the space of binary forms of degree 2k. It is easy to see that the space of 
binary forms invariant under a nonzero element of sl(2) is one-dimensional. 
This implies that the harmonic polynomial f u spans the radical of a u q k on 

Let / £ H k (E y ) be a nonzero harmonic polynomial of degree k. The or- 
thogonal complement f 1 - of / with respect to ( , ) k : H k q (E v ) x H k q (E v ) -> C 
is of dimension 2k. The restriction of the skew-symmetric form a uq k to / 
is degenerate if and only if /„ e f^, i.e. (f u ,f)k = (i£> /) = /(«) = 0. 
Here we used that the decomposition (1.76) is an orthogonal decomposition 
with respect to ( , Let Pf be the pfaffian of the skew form a uq k on / . It 
is equal to zero if and only if the form is degenerate. By the above, it occurs if 
and only if f(u) = 0. Comparing the degrees, this gives 

V{f)=V{Vf). 

So, every harmonic polynomial can be expressed in a canonical way as a pfaf- 
fian of a skew-symmetric matrix with entries linear forms, a result due to N. 
Hitchin [300]. 
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1.5.1 Binary forms 

Let U be a 2-dimensional linear space and / E S d (U v ) \ {0}. The hypersur- 
face X = V(f) can be identified with a positive divisor div(/) = rriiXi 
of degree d on \U\ = P 1 . Since /\ U = C, we have a natural isomorphism 
U — > U v of linear representations of SL(U). It defines a natural isomorphism 
between the projective line \U\ and its dual projective line P(U). In coordi- 
nates, a point a = [do, ai) is mapped to the hyperplane V(aito — aoii) whose 
zero set is equal to the point a. If X is reduced (i.e. / has no multiple roots), 
then, under the identification of |J7| and P(U), X coincides with its dual X y . 
In general, X y consists of simple roots of /. Note that this is consistent with 
the Pliickeri-Teissier formula. The degrees of the Hessian and the Steinerian 
coincide, although they are different if d > 3. Assume that X is reduced. The 
partial derivatives of / define the polar map g : \U\ — * \U\ of degree d — 1. 
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The ramification divisor He(X) consists of 2d — 4 points and it is mapped 
bijectively onto the branch divisor St(Jf). 

Example 1.5.1 We leave the case d = 2 to the reader. Consider the case 
d = 3. In coordinates 

/ = ao^o + 3aiioii + 3a 2 t tl + a 3 *f . 

All invariants are powers of the discriminant invariant 

A = a a 3 + 4aoG2 + 4a^a3 — 6a aia2a3 — 3a 1 a 2 . (1.81) 

whose symbolic expression is (12) 2 (13)(24)(34) 2 (see [578], p. 244). The 
Hessian covariant 

H = (a a 2 - a\)t% + (a a 3 - aia 2 )*o*i + (ai<z 3 - a%)t\. 
Its symbolic expression is (ab)a x b y . There is also a cubic covariant 



J = J(f, H) = det 



(4 


3^o^i 


3*o*i 






-1a x 


no 







-a 2 


-Ol 


a 


\o 


-a 3 


-2a 2 


ax J 



with symbolic expression (a6) 2 (ac) 2 6 a: c 2 . The covariants /, H and J form a 
complete system of covariants, i.e. generate the module of covariants over the 
algebra of invariants. 

Example 1.5.2 Consider the case d = 4. In coordinates, 

/ = a *o + 4ai*o*i + §a 2 t\t\ + 4a 3 * *? + a 4 *t 

There are two basic invariants 5 and T on the space of quartic binary forms. 
Their symbolic expression are S = (12) 4 and T = (12) 2 (13) 2 (23) 2 . Explic- 
itly, 

S = aotM — 4ai<23 + 3a 2 , (1-82) 
T = aoa2<24 + 2aia 2 a3 — aoa 2 — a 2 04 — a 2 . 

Note that T coincides with the determinant of the catalecticant matrix of /. 
Each invariant is a polynomial in S and T. For example, the discriminant in- 
variant is equal to 

A = 5 3 - 27T 2 . 

The Hessian He(X) = V(H) and the Steinerian S(X) = V(K) are both of 
degree 4. We have 

H = (a Q a 2 — ax)t + 2(a a3 — aia2)*o*i + (ao a 4 + 2aia3 — 3a 2 )* *i 
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+2(aid4 - a 2 a 3 )t tl + (a 2 a 4 - a\)t\. 

and 

K = A((aoto + aiti)x 3 + 3(aito + a2ti)x 2 y+3(a2t +asti)xy 2 + (a3t + a4ti)y 3 ). 

Observe that the coefficients of H (resp. K) are of degree 2 (resp. 4) in 
coefficients of /. There is also a covariant J = J(f, H) of degree 6 and 
the module of covariants is generated by /, H, J over C[S, T]. In particular, 
K = aTf + j3SH, for some constants a and j3. By taking / in the form 

f = 4 + Qmt 2 4 + 4, (1.83) 

and comparing the coefficients we find 

2K = -3Tf + 2SH. (1.84) 

Under identification \U\ = ¥(U), a generalized fc-hedron Z of / € S d (U v ) 
is the zero divisor of a form g e S k (U) which is apolar to /. Since 

H\\E\,lz(d)) = ff^P 1 , Opi (d - k)) = 0, fc > d + 1, 

any Z is automatically linearly independent. Identifying a point [g] e \S k (U)\ 
with the zero divisor div(.g), we obtain 

Theorem 1.5.3 Assume n = 1. 77zen 

VSP(/;A!) = |AP fc (/)|. 

Note that the kernel of the map 

5 fc (C/) -> 5 d - fc ((7 v ), V -> ^(/) 

is of dimensions dim 5 fc (C/) -dim S d - k (U v ) = k+l-(d-k+l) = 2k- d. 
Thus D^(f) = for some nonzero e S k (U), whenever 2k > <£ This shows 
that / has always generalized polar fc-hedron for k > d/2.lfd is even, a binary 
form has an apolar rf/2-form if and only if det Cat d / 2 (/) = 0- This is a divisor 
in the space of all binary d-forms. 

Example 1.5.4 Take d = 3. Assume that / admits a polar 2-hedron . Then 

/ = (oito + Mi) 3 + Mo + Mi) 3 - 

It is clear that / has 3 distinct roots. Thus, if / = (a\to + Mi) 2 (a2io + Mi) 
has a double root, it does not admit a polar 2-hedron. However, it admits a 
generalized 2-hedron defined by the divisor 2p, where p = (pi, — cii). In the 
secant variety interpretation, we know that any point in \S 3 (E V )\ either lies 
on a unique secant or on a unique tangent line of the rational cubic curve. The 
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space AP2(/) is always one-dimensional. It is generated either by a binary 
quadric (-&i£ + ai£,i)(-b 2 £, + a^i), or by (-&i£ + aid) 2 - 

Thus VSP(/, 2)° consists of one point or empty but VSP(/, 2) always con- 
sists of one point. This example shows that VSP(/, 2) + 1 VSP(/, 2) in gen- 
eral. 

1.5.2 Quadrics 

It follows from Example 1.3.17 that Sec t (V£) ^ \S 2 (E V )\ if and only if there 
exists a quadric with t+ 1 singular points in general position. Since the singular 
locus of a quadric V(q) is a linear subspace of dimension equal to corank(g) — 
1, we obtain that Sec„ (VJ ) = 1 S 2 (E v ) \ , hence any general quadratic form can 
be written as a sum of n+ 1 squares of linear forms lo, . . . , l n . Of course, linear 
algebra gives more. Any quadratic form of rank n + 1 can be reduced to sum of 

squares of the coordinate functions. Assume that q = t$-\ Suppose we 

also have q = 1$ + • • • + Then the linear transformation ti i— ► preserves 
<7 and hence is an orthogonal transformation. Since polar polyhedra of q and 
Ag are the same, we see that the projective orthogonal group PO(n + 1) acts 
transitively on the set VSP(/, n+l)° of polar (n+ l)-hedra of q. The stabilizer 
group G of the coordinate polar polyhedron is generated by permutations of 
coordinates and diagonal orthogonal matrices. It is isomorphic to the semi- 
direct product 2" xi 6 ra +i (the Weyl group of root systems of types B n , D n ), 
where we use the notation 2" for the 2-elementary abelian group (Z/2Z) n . 
Thus we obtain 

Theorem 1.5.5 Let q be a quadratic form in n+1 variables of rank n+1. 
Then 

VSP(g,n + 1)° PO(n+l)/2" xi & n+1 . 

The dimension ofWSP(q, n + 1)° is equal to ^n(n + 1). 

Example 1.5.6 Take n = 1. Using the Veronese map v 2 : P 1 — * P 2 , we 
consider a nonsingular quadric Q = V(q) as a point p in P 2 not lying on the 
conic C = V(tot2 — t\). A polar 2-gon of q is a pair of distinct points pi,p2 
on C such that p 6 (pi,P2)- The set of polar 2-gons can be identified with 
the pencil of lines through p with the two tangent lines to C deleted. Thus 
W(q,2)° = P 1 \ {0,oo} = C*. There are two generalized 2-gons 2po and 
2poo defined by the tangent lines. Each of them gives the representation of q as 
Ixh, where V(h) are the tangents. We have VSP(/, 2) = VSP(/,2)° P 1 . 

Let q 6 S 2 (E S/ ) be a nondegenerate quadratic form. We have an injective 
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map (1.77) 

VSP(g, n + 1)° -> G(n, H 2 q (E)) S G(n, (™+ 2 ) - 1). (1.85) 

Its image is contained in the subvariety G(n, fi q (E)) a of subspaces isotropic 
with respect to the Mukai skew forms. 

Recall that the Grassmann variety G(m, W) of linear m-dimensional sub- 
spaces of a linear space W of dimension N carries the natural rank n vector 
bundle S, the universal subbundle. Its fiber over a point L £ G(m, W) is equal 
to L. It is a subbundle of the trivial bundle Wa{ m ,W) associated to the vector 
space W. We have a natural exact sequence 

where Q is the universal quotient bundle, whose fiber over L is equal to W/L. 
By restriction, we can view the Mukai form a q : f\" E — > f\ H 2 (E V ) as a 
section of the vector bundle /\ 2 £> v ® f\ 2 E y . The image of VSP(<7, n + 1) is 
contained in the zero locus of a section of this bundle defined by a q . Since the 
rank of the vector bundle is equal to (™) ("J 1 ), we expect that the dimension 
of its zero locus is equal to 




Unfortunately, this number is < for n > 2, so the expected dimension is 
wrong. However, when n = 2, we obtain that the expected dimension is equal 
to 3 = dim VSP(q, 3) . We can view <r u q as a hyperplane in the Pliicker embed- 
ding of G(2, H 2 q {E)) = G(2, 5). So, VSP(g, 3) embeds into the intersection 
of 3 hyperplane sections of G(2, 5). 



Theorem 1.5.7 Let q be a nondegenerate quadratic form on a 3-dimensional 
vector space E. Then the image o/VSP(g, 3) in G(2,7i q (E)), embedded in 
the Pliicker space, is a smooth irreducible 3-fold equal to the intersection of 
G(2, 7i q (E)) with a linear space of codimension 3. 

Proof We have dimH 2 q {E) = 5, so G(2, H\{E)) = G(2, 5) is of dimension 
6. Hyperplanes in the Pliicker space are elements of the space | f\ 7i 2 (75) v |. 
Note that the functions s qtU are linearly independent. In fact, a basis £o, £i, £2 
in E gives a basis u 01 = £ A £i,w 2 = £0 A £2,^12 = £1 A £ 2 in /\ 2 E. 
Thus the space of sections s qtU is spanned by 3 sections soijSo2,si2 corre- 
sponding to the forms Wy. Without loss of generality, we may assume that 
q = t 2 + t\ + t\. If we take a = t ti + t\,b = —t 2 + t\ + t\, we see 
that s i(a, b) ^ 0,si2(a, b) = 0,s 02 (a,b) = 0. Thus a linear dependence 
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between the functions sy implies the linear dependence between two func- 
tions. It is easy to see that no two functions are proportional. So our 3 func- 
tions Sij,0 < i < j < 2 span a 3-dimensional subspace of /\ Tig(E w ) 
and hence define a codimension 3 projective subspace L in the Pliicker space 
| A 2 H\{E)\. The image of VSP(g, 3) under the map (1.85) is contained in the 
intersection G(2, E) n L. This is a 3-dimensional subvariety of G(2, Hg(E)), 
and hence contains fi(VSP(q, 3)) as an irreducible component. We skip an ar- 
gument, based on counting constants, which proves that the subspace L be- 
longs to an open Zariski subset of codimension 3 subspaces of f\" H^(E) 
for which the intersection L n G(2,Hg(E)) is smooth and irreducible (see 
[182]). □ 

It follows from the adjunction formula and the known degree of G(2, 5) that 
the closure of VSP(g, 3)° in G(2, H q (E)) is a smooth Fano variety of degree 
5. We will discuss it again in the next chapter. 

Remark 1.5.8 One can also consider the varieties "VSP(q, s) for s > n + 1. 
For example, we have 

to — ^2 — §(to + ti) 2 + §(to — ti) 2 — §(ti + — — ^) 2 , 
*o + *i + *2 = (*o + i 2 ) 2 + (to + ti) 2 + (ti + t 2 ) 2 - (to + ti + t 2 ) 2 - 

This shows that VSP(g, n + 2), VSP(g, n + 3) are not empty for any nonde- 
generate quadric Q in P n , n > 2. 



Exercises 

1.1 Suppose X is a plane curve and i 6 lis its ordinary double point. Show that 
the pair consisting of the tangent line of P a (X) at x and the line ax is harmonically 
conjugate (see section 2.1.2) to the pair of tangents to the branches of X at x in the 
pencil of lines through x. If x is an ordinary cusp, then show that the polar line of 
P a {X) at x is equal to the cuspidal tangent of X at x. 

1.2 Show that a line contained in a hypersurface X belongs to all polars of X with 
respect to any point on this line. 

1.3 Find the multiplicity of the intersection of a plane curve C with its Hessian at an 
ordinary double point and at an ordinary cusp of C. Show that the Hessian has a triple 
point at the cusp. 

1.4 Suppose a hypersurface X in P n has a singular point x of multiplicity m > 1. 
Prove that He(X) has this point as a point of multiplicity > (n + l)m — 2n. 

1.5 Suppose a hyperplane is tangent to a hypersurface X along a closed subvariety Y 
of codimension 1. Show that Y is contained in He(X). 

1.6 Suppose / is the product of d distinct linear forms U(to, . . . , t n ). Let A be the 
matrix of size (n+1) X d whose 7-th column is formed by the coefficients of U (defined, 
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of course up to proportionality). Let A/ be the maximal minor of A corresponding to a 
subset / of [1, . . . , d] and // be the product of linear forms U,i g' I. Show that 

He(,f) = - l)/™- 1 ^ A?/? 

i 

([394], p. 660). 

1.7 Find an example of a reduced hypersurface whose Hessian surface is nowhere re- 
duced. 

1.8 Show that the locus of points on the plane where the first polars of a plane curve 
X are tangent to each other is the Hessian of X and the set of common tangents is the 
Cayleyan curve . 

1.9 Show that each inflection tangent of a plane curve X, considered as a point in the 
dual plane, lies on the Cayleyan of X. 

1.10 Show that the class of the Steinerian St(X) of a plane curve X of degree d is equal 
to 3(d — l)(d — 2) but its dual is not equal to Cay(X). 

1.11 Let D mtn C P m ™ be the image in the projective space of the variety ofmxn 
matrices of rank < min{m, n} — 1. Show that the variety 

T> m , n = {(A, x) € P"" 1 " 1 x P n : A ■ x = 0} 
is a resolution of singularities of D m , n . Find the dual variety of D m .„. 1.12 Find the 
dual variety of the Segre variety s(P n x P n ) C V l2+2n . 

1.13 Let X be the union of k nonsingular conies in general position. Show that X v is 
also the union of k nonsingular conies in general position. 

1.14 Let X has only S ordinary nodes and k ordinary cusps as singularities. Assume that 
the dual curve X v has also only S ordinary nodes and k ordinary cusps as singularities. 
Find S and k in terms of d, 8, ft. 

1.15 Give an example of a self-dual (i.e. X v = X ) plane curve of degree > 2. 

1.16 Show that the Jacobian of a net of plane curves has a double point at each simple 
base point unless the net contains a curve with a triple point at the base point [213]. 

1.17 Let \L\ be a general n-dimensional linear system of quadrics in P™ and |L| X be 
the ((™J 2 ) — n — 2)-dimensional subspace of apolar quadric in the dual space. Show 
that the variety of reducible quadrics in |L| X is isomorphic to the Reye variety of \L\ 
and has the same degree. 

1.18 Show that the embedded tangent space of the Veronese variety at a point repre- 
sented by the form l d is equal to the projectivization of the linear space of homogeneous 
polynomials of degree d of the form l d ^ 1 m. 

1.19 Using the following steps, show that V| is 6-defective by proving that for 7 general 
points pi in P 4 there is a cubic hypersurface with singular points at the p^'s. 

(i) Show that there exists a Veronese curve R4 of degree 4 through the seven points. 

(ii) Show that the secant variety of R4 is a cubic hypersurface which is singular 
along R4. 

1.20 Let q be a nondegenerate quadratic form in n + 1 variables. Show that VSP(g, n + 
1)° embedded in G(n, E) is contained in the linear subspace of codimension n. 

1.21 Compute the catalecticant matrix Cat2(/), where / is a homogeneous form of 
degree 4 in 3 variables. 
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1.22 Let / G S 2k (E v ) and Q f be the corresponding quadratic form on S k (E). Show 
that the quadric V(fi/) in |S*(-E)| is characterized by the following two properties: 

• Its preimage under the Veronese map Uk : \E\ — + \S k (E)\ is equal to V(f); 

• fi/ is apolar to any quadric in \S k (E v )\ which contains the image of the Veronese 

map \E V \ = F(E) -> \S k (E v )\ = F(S k {E)). 

1.23 Let C fc be the locus in \S 2k (E v )\ of hypersurfaces V(f) such that det Cat fc (/) = 
0. Show that Ck is a rational variety. [Hint: Consider the rational map Ck —* \E\) 
which assigns to V(f) the point defined by the subspace APk(f) and study its fibres]. 

1.24 Give an example of a polar 4-gon of the cubic ioiife = 0. 

1.25 Find all binary forms of degree d for which VSP(/, 2)° = 0. 

1.26 Let / be a form of degree d in n + 1 variables. Show that VSP(,f, ( n + d ) )° is an 
irreducible variety of dimension n( n ~^ d )- 

1.27 Describe the variety VSP(/, 4), where / is a nondegenerate quadratic form in 3 
variables. 

1.28 Show that a smooth point y of a hypersurface X belongs to the intersection of 
the polar hypersurfaces P X (X) and P x i (X) if and only if the line connecting x and y 
intersects X at the point y with multiplicity > 3. 

1.29 Show that the vertices of two polar tetrahedra of a nonsingular quadric in P 3 are 
base points of a net of quadrics. Conversely, the set of 8 base points of a general net of 
quadrics can be divided in any way into two sets, each of two sets is the set of vertices 
of a polar tetrahedron of the same quadric[535]. 

1.30 Suppose two cubic plane curves V(f) and V(g) admit a common polar pentagon. 
Show that the determinant of the 6 x 6-matrix [Cati(/)Cati(p)] vanishes [223]. 



Historical Notes 

Although some aspects of the theory of polarity for conies were known to 
mathematicians of Ancient Greece, the theory originates in projective geom- 
etry, in the works of G. Desargues, G. Monge and J. Poncelet. For Desargues 
the polar of a conic was a generalization of the diameter of a circle (when 
the pole is taken at infinity). He referred to a polar line as a"transversale de 
Fordonnance". According to the historical accounts found in [213], vol. II, and 
[133], p. 60, the name "polaire" was introduced by J. Gergonne. Apparently, 
the polars of curves of higher degree appear first in the works of E. Bobillier 
[45] and then, with introduction of projective coordinates, in the works of J. 
Pliicker [445]. They were the first to realize the duality property of polars: if 
a point x belongs to the s-th polar of a point y with respect to a curve of de- 
gree d, then y belongs to the (d — s)-th polar of x with respect to the same 
curve. Many properties of polar curves were stated in a purely geometric way 
by J. Steiner [540], as was customary for him, with no proofs. Good historical 
accounts can be found in [41] and [430], p. 279. 
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The Hessian and the Steinerian curves with their relations to the theory of 
polars were first studied by J. Steiner [540] who called them conjugate Kern- 
curven. The current name for the Hessian curve was coined by J. Sylvester 
[552] in honor of O. Hesse who was the first to study the Hessian of a ternary 
cubic [287] under the name der Determinante of the form. The current name 
of the Steinerian curve goes back to G. Salmon [490] and L. Cremona [140]. 
The Cayleyan curve was introduced by A. Cayley in [72] who called it the 
pippiana. The current name was proposed by L. Cremona. Most of the popular 
classical text-books in analytic geometry contain an exposition of the polarity 
theory (e.g. [112], [213], [490]). 

The theory of dual varieties, generalization of Pliicker formulae to arbitrary 
dimension is still a popular subject of modern algebraic geometry. It is well- 
documented in modern literature and for this reason this topic is barely touched 
here. 

The theory of apolarity was a very popular topic of classical algebraic ge- 
ometry. It originates from the works of Rosanes [476] who called apolar forms 
of the same degree conjugate forms and Reye [460]. who introduced the term 
"apolar". The condition of polarity D^(f) = was viewed as vanishing of the 
simultaneous bilinear invariant of a form / of degree d and a form ip of class 
d. It was called the harmonizant.. We refer for survey of classical results to 
[430] and to a modern exposition of some of these results to [182] which we 
followed here. 

The Waring problem for homogeneous forms originates from a more gen- 
eral problem of finding a canonical form for a homogeneous form. Sylvester's 
result about reducing a cubic form in four variables to the sum of 5 powers 
of linear forms is one of the earliest examples of solution of the Waring prob- 
lem. We will discuss this later in the book. F. Palatini was the first who recog- 
nized the problem as a problem about the secant variety of the Veronese variety 
[422], [423] and as a problem of the existence of envelopes with a given num- 
ber of singular points (in less general form the relationship was found earlier 
by J. E. Campbell [60]). The Alexander-Hirschowitz Theorem was claimed by 
J. Bronowski [57] in 1933, but citing C. Ciliberto [100], he had only a plausi- 
bility argument. The case n = 2 was first established by F. Palatini [423] and 
the case n = 3 was solved by A. Terracini [558]. Terracini was the first to rec- 
ognize the exceptional case of cubic hypersurfaces in P 4 [557]. The original 
proof of Terracini's Lemma can be found in [559]. We also refer to [239] for 
a good modern survey of the problem. A good historical account and in depth 
theory of the Waring problems and the varieties associated to it can be found 
in the book of A. Iarrobino and V. Kanev [312]. 

The fact that a general plane quintic admits a unique polar 7-gon was first 
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mentioned by D. Hilbert in his letter to C. Hermite [293]. The proofs were 
given later by Palatini [425] and H. Richmond [466], [468] 

In earlier editions of his book [491] G. Salmon mistakenly applied counting 
constants to assert that three general quadrics in P 3 admit a common polar pen- 
tahedron. G. Darboux [152] was the fist to show that the counting of constants 
is wrong. W. Frahm [223] proved that the net of quadrics generated by three 
quadrics with a common polar pentahedron must be a net of polars of a cubic 
surface and also has the property that its discriminant curve is a Liiroth quar- 
tic, a plane quartic which admits an inscribed pentagon. In [562] E.Toeplitz 
(the father of Otto Toeplitz) introduced the invariant A of three quadric sur- 
faces whose vanishing is necessary and sufficient for the existence of a com- 
mon polar pentahedron. The fact that two general plane cubics do not admit a 
common polar pentagon was first discovered by F. London [364]. The Waring 
Problem continues to attract attention of contemporary mathematicians. Some 
references to the modern literature can found in this chapter. 



2 

Conies and quadric surfaces 



2.1 Self -polar triangles 

2.1.1 Veronese quartic surfaces 

Let P 2 = \E\ and |S 2 (£ V )| = P 5 be the space of conies in P 2 . Recall, for this 
special case, the geometry of the Veronese quartic surface the image of the 
Veronese map 

v 2 : |S 2 (£ V )|, [l]~[l 2 ]. 

If we view S 2 (E V ) as the dual space of S 2 (E), then the Veronese surface pa- 
rameterizes hyperplanes Hi in S 2 (E) of conies passing through the point [I] in 
the dual plane |£" v |. The Veronese map v 2 is given by the complete linear sys- 
tem |e>|£v|(2)| = |5 2 (£')|. Thus the preimage of a hyperplane in \S 2 (E V )\ is 
a conic in the plane \E y |. The conic is singular if and only if the hyperplane is 
tangent to the Veronese surface. There are two possibilities, either the singular 
conic C is the union of two distinct lines (a line-pair), or it is equal to a double 
line. In the first case the hyperplane is tangent to the surface at a single point. 
The point is the image of the singular point [I] of the conic. In the second case, 
the hyperplane is tangent to the Veronese surface along a curve R equal to the 
image of the line C re d under the restriction of the Veronese map. It follows 
that the curve R is a conic cut out on the Veronese surface by a plane. We see 
in this way that the dual variety of the Veronese surface is isomorphic to the 
discriminant cubic hypersurface D 2 (2) parameterizing singular conies. 

The tangent plane to the Veronese surface at a point [I] 2 is the intersection 
of hyperplanes which cut out a conic in | E v | with singular point [I] . The plane 
of conies in \E\ apolar to such conies is the plane of reducible conies with one 
component equal to the line V(l). 

Since any quadratic form of rank 2inE can be written as a sum of quadratic 
forms of rank 1, the secant variety Seci(V 2 ) coincides with D 2 (2). Also, it 
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coincides with the tangential variety Tan(V 2 ), the union of tangent planes 
T X (V 2 ), x S V 2 .. It is singular along the Veronese surface. 

Choosing a basis in E we can identify the space S 2 (E y ) with the space of 
symmetric 3 x 3-matrices. The Veronese surface V 2 in \S 2 (E y )\ is identified 
with matrices of rank 1. Its equations are given by 2 x 2-minors. The variety 
of matrices of rank < 2 is the cubic hypersurface whose equation is given by 
the determinant. 

Let us look at a possible projection of V 2 to P 4 . It is given by a linear sub- 
system |V| of |S 2 (i?)|. Let K be the apolar conic to all conies from | V|. It is 
a point o in the dual space \S 2 (E y ) \ equal to the center of the projection. The 
conic K could be nonsingular, a line-pair, or a double line. In the first two cases 
o ^ V 2 . The image of the projection is a quartic surface in P 4 , called a pro- 
jected Veronese surface. If K is nonsingular, o does not lie on SecifV^), hence 
the projected Veronese surface is a nonsingular quartic surface in P 4 = P(V). 
If if is a line-pair, then o lies on a tangent plane of V 2 at some point [I 2 ]. Hence 
it lies on the plane spanning a conic contained in Vj. The restriction of the pro- 
jection map to this conic is of degree 2, and its image is a double line on the 
projected Veronese surface. Two ramification points are mapped to two pinch 
points of the surface. Finally, o could be on V|. The image of the projection is 
a cubic surface S in P 4 . All conies on V 2 containing o are projected to lines on 
S. So, S is a nonsingular cubic scroll in P 4 isomorphic to the blow-up of V 2 ., 
hence of P 2 , at one point. In our future notation for rational normal scrolls (see 
8.1.1), it is the scroll 5i i4 . 

Let us now project \J 2 further to P 3 . This time, the linear system | V\ defining 
the projection is of dimension 3. Its apolar linear system is a pencil, a line 
£ in \S 2 (E V )\. Suppose the apolar pencil does not intersect V 2 . In this case 
the pencil of conies does not contain a double line, hence contains exactly 
three line-pairs. The three line-pairs correspond to the intersection of I with 
the cubic hypersurface Seci(V 2 ). As we saw in above, this implies that the 
image S of the projection is a quartic surface with three double lines. These 
lines are concurrent. In fact, a pencil of plane sections of S containing one of 
the lines has residual conies singular at the points of intersection with the other 
two lines. Since the surface is irreducible, this implies that the other two lines 
intersect the first one. Changing the order of the lines, we obtain that each pair 
of lines intersect. This is possible only if they are concurrent (otherwise they 
are coplanar, and plane containing the lines intersect the quartic surface along 
a cubic taken with multiplicity 2). 

The projection of a Veronese surface from a line not intersecting \l\ is called 
a Steiner quartic. Choose coordinates t , t 1 , t 2 , ts such that the equations of the 
singular lines are t\ = t 2 = 0, t\ = £3 = and t 2 = £3 = 0. Then the equation 
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of a Steiner surface can be reduced to the form t tit 2 t3 + g± = 0. By taking 
the partial derivatives at the point [1,0, 0, 0] and general points of the singular 
lines, we find that 34 is a linear combination of the monomial ti*2> *i*§? *i*§- 
Finally, by scaling the coordinates, we reduce the equation to the form 

£0*1*2*3 + 44 + 44 + 44 = 0. (2.1) 
An explicit birational map from P 2 onto the surface is given by 

[2/0,2/1,2/2] >-> [(-yo+2/1+2/2) 2 , (2/o-l/i+2/2) 2 ,(i/o+2/i-2/2) 2 , (yo+2/1+2/2) 2 ]- 

Next, we assume that the center of the projection is line t intersecting V 2 . 
In this case the image of the projection is a cubic scroll, the projection of 
the rational normal scroll to P 3 . There are two possibilities, the pencil 
of conies defined by I has two singular members, or one singular member, a 
double line. This gives two possible cubic scrolls. We will give their equations 
in the next Chapter. 

Replacing E with \E V \ we can define the Veronese surface in \S 2 (E)\, the 
image of the plane \E\ under the map given by the complete linear system of 
conies. We leave it to the reader to "dualize" the statements from above. 

2.1.2 Polar lines 

Let C be a nonsingular conic. For any point a e P 2 , the first polar P a (C) is a 
line, the polar line of a. For any line £ there exists a unique point a such that 
Pa(C) = I. The point a is called the pole of £. The point a considered as a line 
in the dual plane is the polar line of the point I with respect to the dual conic 
C. 

Borrowing terminology from the Euclidean geometry, we call three non- 
collinear lines in P 2 a triangle. The lines themselves will be called the sides 
of the triangle. The three intersection points of pairs of sides are called the 
vertices of the triangle. 

A set of three non-collinear lines l\ , £2 , £3 is called a self-polar triangle with 
respect to C if each is the polar line of C with respect to the opposite vertex. 
It is easy to see that it suffices that only two sides are polar to the opposite 
vertices. 

Proposition 2.1.1 Three lines li = V(k) form a self-polar triangle for a 
conic C = V{q) if and only if they form a polar triangle of C. 

Proof Let i { n tj = [vij]. If q = l\ + % + 1% then D Vtj (q) = 2l k , where 
k 7^ Thus a polar triangle of C is a self-conjugate triangle. Conversely, 
if V(D Vij (q)) = 4, then D VikVij (q) = D VjkVzj (q) = 0. This shows that the 
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conic C is apolar to the linear system of conies spanned by the reducible conies 
ti + £j . It coincides with the linear system of conies through the three points 
£b^2)^3 m the dual plane. Applying Proposition 1.3.10, we obtain that the 
self-conjugate triangle is a polar triangle. 

Of course, we can prove the converse by computation. Let 

2q = a 00 tl + anti + a 22 t 2 + 2a it t 1 + 2a Q2 t t 2 + 2(112*1*2 = 0. 

Choose projective coordinates in P 2 such that 1+ = V(ti). Then 

P [im (X) = h 

P [0XQ] (X)=t 2 

P [0fitl] (X)=£ 2 

implies that q — | (t§ + 1\ 

Remark 2.1.2 Similarly one can define a self -polar (n + l)-hedron of a 
quadric in P" and prove that it coincides with its polar (n + l)-hedron. The 
proof of the existence of such (n+ l)-hedron was the classical equivalent of the 
theorem from linear algebra about reduction of a quadratic form to principal 
axes. 

Let Q = V(q) and Q' — V(q') be two quadrics in a projective space P 1 . 
We say that Q and Q' are harmonically conjugate if the dual quadric of Q is 
apolar to Q' . In other words, if D q v (q') = 0. In coordinates, if 

q = at 2 + 2/3io*i + 7*? , q' = a't 2 + 2[3't t x + it\ . 

then q v = jrj^ — 2(3rj^rji + wq\, and the condition becomes 

-2f30' + arf + a'-/ = 0. (2.3) 

It shows that the relation is symmetric (one can extend it to quadrics in higher- 
dimensional spaces but it will not be symmetric). 

Of course, a quadric in P 1 can be identified with a set of two points in P 1 , or 
one point with multiplicity 2. This leads to the classical definition of harmoni- 
cally conjugate {a,b} and {c, d} in P 1 . We will see later many other equivalent 
definitions of this relation. 

LetP 1 = \U\, where dim U = 2. Since dim A 2 U = 1, we can identify \E\ 
with ¥(E). Explicitly, a point with coordinates [a, b] is identified with a point 
[—6, a] in the dual coordinates. Under this identification, the dual quadric q v 



dq 

V(^rr) = V(a 00 t + a iti + a 02 t 2 ) 7 
dt 

dq 

V(-wr) = V(a n ti + a 01 t + a 12 t 2 ), 
at i 

dq 

V{-kt) = V(a 22 t 2 + a 02 t + a 12 h) 
ot 2 



(2.2) 



tl). 



□ 
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vanishes at the zeros of q. Thus, (2.3) is equivalent to the polarity condition 

D cd {q) = D ab {q') = 0, (2.4) 
where V{q) = {a, b}, V(q') = {c, d}. 

Proposition 2.1.3 Let l\,ii,t-i be a triangle with vertices a — £\ PI £2, b = 

l\ H £3 and c — £2 H £3. Then the triangle is a self-polar triangle of a conic C 
if and only if a 6 Pb{C) n P C {C) and the pairs of points C C\ £3 and (6, c) are 
harmonically conjugate. 

Proof Consider the pair C n £3 as a quadric q in £3. We have c S P&(C), thus 
Dbc(q) = 0. Restricting to £3 and by using (2.4), we see that the pairs b, c and 
C n ^3 are harmonically conjugate. Conversely, if Di, c (q) — 0, the polar line 
Ph(C) contains a and intersects £3 at c, hence coincides with ac. Similarly, 
P C (C) =ab. □ 

Any triangle in P 2 defines the dual triangle in the dual plane (P 2 ) v . Its sides 
are the pencils of lines with the base point of one of the vertices. 

Corollary 2.1.4 The dual of a self-polar triangle of a conic C is a self-polar 
triangle of the dual conic C. 



2.1.3 The variety of self-polar triangles 

Here, by more elementary methods, we will discuss a compactification of the 
variety VSP(g, 3) of polar triangles of a nondegenerate quadratic form in three 
variables. 

Let C be a nonsingular conic. The group of projective transformations of P 2 
leaving C invariant is isomorphic to the projective complex orthogonal group 

PO(3) = 0(3)/(±/ 3 ) S SO(3). 

It is also isomorphic to the group PSL(2) via the Veronese map 

^iP^P 2 , [toM]^[tl,tQtlA]- 

Obviously, PO3 acts transitively on the set of self-polar triangles of C. We may 
assume that C = V(2~2 tf). The stabilizer subgroup of the self -polar triangle 
defined by the coordinate lines is equal to the subgroup generated by permu- 
tation matrices and orthogonal diagonal matrices. It is easy to see that it is 
isomorphic to the semi-direct product (Z/2Z) 2 xi S3 = 64. Thus we obtain 
the following. 
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Theorem 2.1.5 The set of self-polar triangles of a nonsingular conic has a 
structure of a homogeneous space SO3 /T, where T is a finite subgroup iso- 
morphic to 64. 

A natural compactification of the variety of self-conjugate triangles of a non- 
degenerate conic q is the variety VSP(q, 3) which we discussed in the previous 
chapter. In Theorem 1.5.7, we have shown that it is isomorphic to the intersec- 
tion of the Grassmannian G(3, 5) with a linear subspace of codimension 3. Let 
us see this construction in another way, independent of the theory developed 
in the previous chapter. 

Let V| be a Veronese surface in P 5 . We view P 5 as the projective space of 
conies in P 2 and V 2 as its subvariety of double lines. A trisecant plane of V is 
spanned by three linearly independent double lines. A conic G G P 5 belongs to 
this plane if and only if the corresponding three lines form a self -polar triangle 
of G. Thus the set of self-polar triangles of G can be identified with the set 
of trisecant planes of the Veronese surface which contain G. The latter will 
also include degenerate self-polar triangles corresponding to the case when 
the trisecant plane is tangent to the Veronese surface at some point. Projecting 
from G to P 4 we will identify the set of self -polar triangles (maybe degenerate) 
with the set of trisecant lines of the projected Veronese surface V4. This is a 
closed subvariety of the Grassmann variety Gi(P 4 ) of lines in P 4 . 

Let E be a linear space of odd dimension 2fc+l and let G(2,E) := G±(\E\) 
be the Grassmannian of lines in \E\. Consider its Pliicker embedding /\ 2 : 
G(2,E) <-> G X (/\ 2 E) = \A 2 E\. Any nonzero w G (f\ = F\ E y 

defines a hyperplane H w in | f\ 2 E\. Consider ui as a linear map : E — > E v 
defined by a u (v)(w) — ui(v, w). The map q w is skew-symmetric in the sense 
that its transpose map coincides with — a u . Thus its determinant is equal to 
zero, and Ker(o^) 7^ {0}. Let v be a nonzero element of the kernel. Then for 
any v € E we have u>(v , v) — a u (v)(vo) = 0. This shows that uj vanishes 
on all decomposable 2-vectors v A v. This implies that the intersection of 
the hyperplane H u with G(2, E) contains all lines which intersect the linear 
subspace C u = |Ker(a w )| C \E\ which we call the pole of the hyperplane 
Huj. 

Now recall the following result from linear algebra (see Exercise 2.1). Let 
A be a skew-symmetric matrix of odd size 2k + 1. Its principal submatrices 
Ai of size 2k (obtained by deleting the z-th row and the i-th column) are skew- 
symmetric matrices of even size. Let Pfj be the pfaffians of Ai (i.e. det (Ai) = 
Pf 2 ). Assume that rank(A) = 2k, or, equivalently, not all Pf,; vanish. Then the 
system of linear equations A ■ x — has 1 -dimensional null-space generated 
by the vector (a\, . . . , a,2k+i), where at = (— l) l+1 Pfi. 
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Let us go back to Grassmannians. Suppose we have an s + 1 -dimensional 
subspace W in f\ E v spanned by u>o, . . . , u> s . Suppose that, for any to S W, 
we have rank ot u — 2k, or, equivalently, the pole C u of H u is a point. It follows 
from the theory of determinant varieties that the subvariety 

2 

{Clu e \/\E w \ : corank > i} 

is of codimension (*) in \f\ 2 E v \ (see [278], [340]). Thus, if s < 4, a general 
W will satisfy the assumption. Consider a regular map $ : \ W\ — > \E\ defined 
by oj (7^ . If we take uj = toujQ + • • • + t s uj s so that t = (to, . . . ,t s ) are 
projective coordinate functions in \W\, we obtain that $ is given by 2k + 1 
principal pfaffians of the matrix A t defining uj. 

We shall apply the preceding to the case when dimi? = 5. Take a general 
3-dimensional subspace W of f\ 2 E v . The map $ : \W\ -> \E\ = P 4 is 
defined by homogeneous polynomials of degree 2. Its image is a projected 
Veronese surface S. Any trisecant line of S passes through 3 points on S which 
are the poles of elements iui, W2,ws from W. These elements are linearly 
independent, otherwise their poles lie on the conic image of a line under But 
no trisecant line can be contained in a conic plane section of S. We consider 
uj € W as a hyperplane in the Pliicker space | /\ E\. Thus, any trisecant line 
is contained in all hyperplanes defined by W. Now, we are ready to prove the 
following. 

Theorem 2.1.6 Let X be the closure in G\ (P 4 ) of the locus of trisecant lines 
of a projected Veronese surface. Then X is equal to the intersection o/Gi(P 4 ) 
with three linearly independent hyperplanes. In particular, X is a Fano 3-fold 
of degree 5 with canonical sheaf ujx — Ox ( — 2)- 

Proof As we observed in above, the locus of poles of a general 3-dimensional 
linear space W of hyperplanes in the Pliicker space is a projected Veronese 
surface V and its trisecant variety is contained in Y = D we wH w n Gi(P 4 ). 
So, its closure X is also contained in Y. On the other hand, we know that X 
is irreducible and 3-dimensional (it contains an open subset isomorphic to the 
homogeneous space X = SO(3) By Bertini's Theorem the intersection 
of Gi(P 4 ) with a general linear space of codimension 3 is an irreducible 3- 
dimensional variety. This proves that Y = X. By another Bertini's Theorem, 
Y is smooth. The rest is the standard computation of the canonical class of the 
Grassmann variety and the adjunction formula. It is known that the canonical 
class of the Grassmannian G = G m (P") of m-dimensional subspaces of P™ is 
equal to 

K G = O a (-n-l). (2.5) 
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By the adjunction formula, the canonical class of X — Gi(P 4 )nHinH2DHs 
is equal to O x {- 2). □ 

Corollary 2.1.7 The homogeneous space X = SO(3) / 64 admits a smooth 
compactification X isomorphic to the intersection o/Gi(P 4 ), embedded via 
Plucker in P 9 , with a linear subspace of codimension 3. The boundary X \ X 
is an anticanonical divisor cut out by a hypersurface of degree 2. 

Proof The only unproven assertion is one about the boundary. To check this, 
we use that the 3-dimensional group G = SL(2) acts transitively on a 3- 
dimensional variety X minus the boundary. For any point x £ X, consider 
the map /i x : G — > X, g ^ g ■ x. Its fiber over the point x is the isotropy sub- 
group G x of x. The differential of this map defines a linear map g = T e (G) — > 
T x (X) . When we let x vary in X, we get a map of vector bundles 

4>:q x = qxX ^T(X). 

Now take the determinant of this map 

33 3 
/\<P = /\gxX^/\T(X) = K x , 

where K x is the canonical line bundle of X. The left-hand side is the trivial 
line bundle over X. The map f\ 4> defines a section of the anticanonical line 
bundle. The zeros of this section are the points where the differential of the map 
/i x is not injective, i.e., where dim G x > 0. But this is exactly the boundary 
of X. In fact, the boundary consists of orbits of dimension smaller than 3, 
hence the isotropy of each such orbit is of positive dimension. This shows that 
the boundary is contained in our anticanonical divisor. Obviously, the latter 
is contained in the boundary. Thus we see that the boundary is equal to the 
intersection of Gi(P 4 ) with a quadric hypersurface. 

□ 



Remark 2.1.8 There is another construction of the variety VSP((?, 3) due to 
S. Mukai and H. Umemura [395]. Let Ve be the space of homogeneous binary 
forms f(to , t\ ) of degree 6. The group SL(2) has a natural linear representation 
in Vq via linear change of variables. Let / = ^0^1(^0 — The zeros of this 
polynomials are the vertices of a regular octahedron inscribed in S 2 = P 1 (C). 
The stabilizer subgroup of / in SL(2) is isomorphic to the binary octahedron 
groupT = 64. Consider the projective linear representation of SL(2) in |Ve| = 
P 5 . In the loc. cit. it is proven that the closure X of this orbit in | Vq \ is smooth 
and B = X \ X is the union of the orbits of [i^i] an d [*o]- The first orbit 
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is of dimension 2. Its isotropy subgroup is isomorphic to the multiplicative 
group C*. The second orbit is 1 -dimensional and is contained in the closure 
of the first one. The isotropy subgroup is isomorphic to the subgroup of upper 
triangular matrices. One can also show that B is equal to the image of P 1 x P 1 
under a SL(2)-equivariant map given by a linear system of curves of bidegree 
(5, 1). Thus B is of degree 10, hence is cut out by a quadric. The image of the 
second orbit is a smooth rational curve in B and is equal to the singular locus 
of B. The fact that the two varieties are isomorphic follows from the theory 
of Fano 3-folds. It can be shown that there is a unique Fano threefold V with 
Pic(V) = Z\K V and K v = 40. 

2.1.4 Conjugate triangles 

Let C = V(f) be a nonsingular conic. Given a triangle with sides i\,l2, £3, the 
poles of the sides are the vertices of the triangle which is called the conjugate 
triangle. Its sides are the polar lines of the vertices of the original triangle. It 
is clear that this defines a duality in the set of triangles. Clearly, a triangle is 
self-conjugate if and only if it is a self-polar triangle. 

The following is an example of conjugate triangles. Let ^1,^2,^3 be three 
tangents to C at the points px,P2,P3, respectively. They form a triangle which 
can be viewed as a circumscribed triangle. It follows from Theorem 1.1.5 that 
the conjugate triangle has vertices pi,P2,P3- It can be viewed as an inscribed 
triangle. The lines £[ = P2P3, £'2 — £3 = P1P2 are polar lines with 

respect to the vertices Qi,q2, 93 of the circumscribed triangle (see the picture). 

h £[ 




Figure 2. 1 Special conjugate triangles 

In general, let a side £ t of a triangle A intersect the conic C at pi and p^. 
Then the vertices of the conjugate triangle are the intersection points of the 
tangent of C at the points Pi,p\. 

Two lines in P 2 are called conjugate with respect to C if the pole of one of 
the lines belongs to the other line. It is a reflexive relation on the set of lines. 
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Obviously, two triangles are conjugate if and only if each of the sides of the 
first triangle is conjugate to a side of the second triangle. 

Recall the basic notion of projective geometry, the perspectivity. Two tri- 
angles are called perspective from a line (resp. from a point) if there exists a 
bijection between their sets of sides (resp. vertices) such that the intersection 
points of the corresponding sides (resp. the lines joining the corresponding 
points) lie on the same line (resp. intersect at one point). The line is called the 
line of perspectivity or perspectrix, and the point is called the center of per- 
spectivity or perspector. The Desargues Theorem asserts that the properties of 
being perspective from a line or from a point are equivalent. 

Theorem 2.1.9 (M. Chasles) Two conjugate triangles with no common vertex 
are perspective. 

Proof Choose coordinates such that the sides £\ , £ 2 , £3 of the first triangle are 
to = 0, t\ = 0, t 2 = 0, respectively. Then the vertices of the first triangle 

£ 2 n£ 3 = Pl = [i,o,o],4n4 = P 2 = [0,1,0] mdhn£ 3 = P3 = [0,0,1]. 

Let 



be the symmetric matrix defining the conic. Then the polar lines £\ of the point 
Pi is given by the equation at n + [3ti + jt 2 = 0, where (a, /?, 7) is the i-th 
column of A. The vertices of the conjugate triangle are £ir\£[ — (0, c, — 6), £ 2 C\ 
£' 2 = (e, 0, —6) and £ 3 n £' 3 = (e, — c, —0). The condition that the points are on 
a line is the vanishing of the determinant 



Now let us consider the following problem. Given two triangles {£i,£ 2 ,£ 3 } 
and {£[, £' 2 , £' 3 } without common sides, find a conic C such that the triangles 
are conjugate to each other with respect to C. 

Since dim /\ 3 E = 1, we can define a natural isomorphism | /\ 2 E v | — > \E\. 
Explicitly, it sends the line [/ A /'] to the intersection point [I] n [I']. Suppose the 
two triangles are conjugate with respect to a conic C. Let \E\ — > |i? v | be the 
isomorphism defined by the conic. The composition | A £ v | -» \E\ -> |£ v | 
must send £i A £j to £' k . Let = [h],^ = [/■]. Choose coordinates t 0} t\,t 2 in 




(2.6) 




Computing the determinant, we verify that it indeed vanishes. 



□ 
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E and let X, Y be the 3 x 3-matrices with j-row equal to coordinates of ii and 
t'p respectively. Of course, these matrices are defined by the triangles only up 
to scaling the columns. It is clear that the fc-column of the inverse matrix X^ 1 
can be taken for the coordinates of the point £j n £j (here i ^ j ^ k). Now we 
are looking for a symmetric matrix A such that AX^ 1 — l Y. The converse is 
also true. If we find such a matrix, the rows of X and Y would represent two 
conjugate triangles with respect to the conic defined by the matrix A. Fix some 
coordinates of the sides of the two triangles to fix the matrices X, Y. Then we 
are looking for a diagonal invertible matrix D such that 

QA = *YDX is a symmetric matrix. (2.7) 

There are three linear conditions ay = a,j for a matrix A = (a^) to be 
symmetric. So we have three equations and we also have three unknowns, the 
entries of the matrix D. The condition for the existence of a solution must be 
given in terms of a determinant whose entries depend on the coordinates of the 
sides of the triangles. We identify I, and l[ with vectors in C 3 and use the dot- 
product in C 3 to get the following three equations with unknowns Ai, A2, A3 



A1/1 


■1' 2 


— X2I2 


• l[ = 


Aiii 


■1' 3 


— A3Z3 


■ l[ = 


A2/2 


•is 


— A3Z3 


■l' 2 = 



The matrix of the coefficients of the system of linear equations is equal to 

(h-1'2 -h-l'l \ 

M = \h-l' 3 -l 3 ■ l[ . 
V l 2 -l' 3 -h-l'J 

The necessary condition is that 

detM = (l 3 • l[)(h ■ l' 2 ){l 2 ■ 1' 3 ) - (h ■ l[)(h ■ l' 3 )(h ■ Q = 0. (2.8) 

We also need a solution with nonzero coordinates. It is easy to check (for 
example, by taking coordinates where X or Y is the identity matrix), that the 
existence of a solution with a zero coordinate implies that the triangles have a 
common vertex. This contradicts our assumption. 

Note that condition (2.7) is invariant with respect the action of GL(E) since 
any G E GL(E) transforms X, Y to GX, GY, and hence transforms A to 
t GAG which is still symmetric. Taking l\ = to,l<z = ti,l 3 = t 2 , we easily 
check that condition (2.8) is equivalent to the condition that the two triangles 
with sides defined by l\, I2, l 3 and l[, 1' 2 , 1' 3 are perspective from a line. Thus 
we obtain the following. 
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Corollary 2.1.10 Two triangles with no common side are conjugate triangles 
with respect to some conic if and only if they are perspective triangles. 

Taking the inverse of the matrix A from (2.7), we obtain that X^ 1 D^ lt B~ 1 
is symmetric. It is easy to see that the j-th column of X^ 1 can be taken for the 
coordinates of the side of the triangle opposite the vertex defined by the j-th 
column of X. This shows that the dual triangles are conjugate with respect to 
the dual quadric defined by the matrix A^ 1 . This proves Desargues' Theorem, 
we used before. 

Theorem 2.1.11 (G. Desargues) Two triangles are perspective from a point 
if and only if they are perspective from a line. 

Let C be a nonsingular conic and o be a point in the plane but not in C. The 
projection from o defines an involution r on C with two fixed points equal to 
the set P (C) n C. This involution can be extended to the whole plane such 
that o and the polar line P is its set of fixed points. To show this, we may 
assume C is the conic Vifot^ — t\), image of the Veronese map V2 : P 1 — > 
C, [tio, u i] l— * [uq,UoUi,Ui\. We identify a point x = [xo, xi, x%\ in the plane 
with a symmetric matrix 



so that the conic is given by the equation det X — 0. Consider the action of 
G S SL(2) on P 2 which sends X to t GXG. This defines an isomorphism 
from PSL(2) to the subgroup of PGL(3) leaving the conic C invariant. In this 
way, any automorphism of C extends to a projective transformation of the 
plane leaving C invariant. Any nontrivial element of finite order in PGL(3) 
is represented by a diagonalizable matrix, and hence its set of fixed points 
consists of either a line plus a point, or 3 isolated points. The first case occurs 
when there are two equal eigenvalues, the second one when all eigenvalues are 
distinct. In particular, an involution belongs to the first case. It follows from the 
definition of the involution r that the two intersection points of P a {C) with C 
are fixed under the extended involution f . So, the point o, being the intersection 
of the tangents to C at these points, is fixed. Thus the set of fixed points of the 
extended involution f is equal to the union of the line P (C) and the point o. 

As an application, we get a proof of the following Pascal's Theorem from 
projective geometry. 

Theorem 2.1.12 Let pi, . . . ,p$ be the set of vertices of a hexagon inscribed 
in a nonsingular conic C. Then the intersection points of the opposite sides 
PiPi + i H Pi+3Pi+4, where i is taken modulo 3, are collinear. 




2.1 Self-polar triangles 



89 



Proof A projective transformation of P 1 is uniquely determined by the im- 
ages of three distinct points. Consider the transformation of the conic C (iden- 
tified with P 1 by a Veronese map) which transforms pi to Pi+3,i = 1,2,3. 
This transformation extends to a projective transformation r of the whole plane 
leaving C invariant. Under this transformation, the pairs of the opposite sides 
PiPi+3 are left invariant, thus their intersection point is fixed. A projective 
transformation with three fixed points on a line, fixes the line pointwise. So, all 
three intersection points lie on a line. □ 

The line joining the intersection points of opposite sides of a hexagon is 
called the Pascal line. Changing the order of the points, we get 60 Pascal lines 
associated with six points on a conic. 

One can see that the triangle Ai with sides pip2, Pipe, P2P3 and the triangle 
A 2 with sides , P3P4 , P5P6 are in perspective from the Pascal line. Hence 
they are perspective from the pole of the Pascal line with respect to the conic. 
Note that not all vertices of the triangles are on the conic. 

Dually, we obtain Brianchon 's Theorem. 

Theorem 2.1.13 Let p±,...,pe be the set of vertices of a hexagon whose 
sides touch a nonsingular conic C. Then the diagonals piPi + 3, i = 1,2,3 
intersect at one point. 

We leave it to the reader to find two perspective triangles in this situation. 




Figure 2.2 Pascal's Theorem 



We view a triangle as a point in (P 2 ) 3 . Thus the set of ordered pairs of conju- 
gate triangles is an open subset of the hypersurface in (P 2 ) 3 x (P 2 ) 3 = (P 2 ) 6 
defined by Equation (2.8). The equation is multilinear and is invariant with 
respect to the projective group PGL(3) acting diagonally, with respect to the 
cyclic group of order 3 acting diagonally on the product (P 2 ) 3 x (P 2 ) 3 , and 
with respect to the switch of the factors in the product (P 2 ) 3 x (P 2 ) 3 . It is 
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known from the invariant theory that the determinant of the matrix M, consid- 
ered as a section of the sheaf H° ((P 2 ) 6 , Of®) must be a linear combination 
of the products of the maximal minors (ijk) of the matrix whose columns are 
the six vectors li, l[, l 2 ,l' 2 ,l3, l's sucn that each columns occurs in the prod- 
uct once. We use that det M = expresses the condition that the intersection 
points li n £\ are collinear. 

Fix a basis in A 3 (E) to define a natural isomorphism 

2 2 

f\(/\ E) — > E, (vi A v 2 , Wi A w 2 ) h-> («i Au 2 A Wi)w 2 - ("i A v 2 A iu 2 )wi. 
This corresponds to the familiar identity for the vector product of 3-vectors 

(v\ X V 2 ) X (w\ A U^) = (fl X W2 X Wi)u'2 — («1 X U 2 X W2)tUl- 

If we apply this formula to E v instead of E, we obtain that the line spanned by 
the points liD^ and £ 2 C)£ 2 has equation det(/i, i^, ^2)^2 — det(Zi, l[, l' 2 )l 2 = 0. 
The condition that this line also passes through the intersection point £3 n £' 3 is 

det(/ 3 , 1'^detihXM ~ det(h, l[, l' 2 )l 2 ) 

= det{l 1: l[, l 2 ) det(l 3l l' 3 , 1' 2 ) - det(Z 1) l[, 1' 2 ) det(/ 3 , l' 3 ,l 2 ) = 0. 

This shows that the determinant in (2.8) can be written in symbolic form as 

(12, 34, 56) := (123) (456) - (124) (356). (2.9) 

Remark 2.1.14 Let X = (P 2 )I 3 1 be the Hilbert scheme of P 2 of 0-cycles of 
degree 3. It is a minimal resolution of singularities of the 3d symmetric product 
of P 2 . Consider the open subset of X formed by unordered sets of 3 non- 
collinear points. We may view a point of U as a triangle. Thus any nonsingular 
conic C defines an automorphism gc of U of order 2. Its set of fixed points is 
equal to the variety of self-polar triangles of C. The automorphism of U can 
be viewed as a birational automorphism of X. 

One can also give a moduli-theoretical interpretation of the 3-dimensional 
GIT-quotient of the variety X modulo the subgroup of Aut(P 2 ) leaving the 
conic C invariant. Consider the intersection of the sides of the triangle with 
vertices a, b, c. They define three pairs of points on the conic. Assume that 
the six points are distinct. The double cover of the conic branched over six 
distinct points is a hyperelliptic curve B of genus 2. The three pairs define 
3 torsion divisor classes which generate a maximal isotropic subspace in the 
group of 2-torsion points in the Jacobian variety of the curve B (see Chapter 5). 
This gives a point in the moduli space of principally polarized abelian surfaces 
together with a choice of a maximal isotropic subspace of 2-torsion points. It 
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is isomorphic to the quotient of the Siegel space H 2 modulo the group r (2) 



Let C be a conic, and let T = {£\, £2^3} be a circumscribed triangle. A conic 
C which has T as an inscribed triangle is called the Poncelet related conic. 
Since passing through a point impose one condition, we have oo 2 Poncelet 
related conies corresponding to a fixed triangle T. Varying T, we expect to 
get oo 5 conies, so that any conic is Poncelet related to C with respect to some 
triangle. But surprisingly this is wrong! Darboux's Theorem asserts that there 
is a pencil of divisors p 1 + p 2 + Pz such that the triangles T with sides tangent 
to C at the points pi,p2, Ps define the same Poncelet related conic. 

We shall prove it here. In fact, we shall prove a more general result, in which 
triangles are replaced with n-polygons. An n-polygon P in P 2 is an ordered 
set of n > 3 points (pi, . . . ,p n ) in P 2 such that no three points pi,p i+ i,p i+ 2 
are collinear. The points pi are the vertices of P, the lines Pi,Pi + i are called 
the sides of P (here p n +i = Pi)- The number of n-gons with the same set of 
vertices is equal to n\/2n = (n — l)!/2. 

We say that P circumscribes a nonsingular conic C if each side is tangent 
to C. Given any ordered set (gi, . . . , q n ) of n points on C, let £i be the tangent 
lines to C at the points qi. Then they are the sides of the n-gon P with vertices 
Pi = 1% n £i+i,i = 1, . . . , n (£ n +i — £{)■ The n-gon P circumscribes C. 
This gives a one-to-one correspondence between n-gons circumscribing C and 
ordered sets of n points on C. 

Let P — (pi, . . . ,p n ) be a n-gon that circumscribes a nonsingular conic C. 
A conic S is called Poncelet n-related to C with respect to P if all points p t 
lie on C. 

Let us start with any two conies C and S. We choose a point p\ on S and 
a tangent £\ to C passing through p\. It intersects S at another point p 2 - We 
repeat this construction. If the process stops after n steps (i.e. we are not getting 
new points p,), we get an inscribed n-gon in S which circumscribes C. In this 
case S is Poncelet related to C. The Darboux Theorem which we will prove 
later says that, if the process stops, we can construct infinitely many n-gons 
with this property starting from an arbitrary point on S. 
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2.2.1 Darboux's Theorem 
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Consider the following correspondence on C x S: 

R = {(x, y) G C x S : xy is tangent to C at x}. 

Since, for any x G C the tangent to C at x intersects S at two points, and, for 
any y G 5* there are two tangents to C passing through y, so we get that R is 
of bidegree (2, 2). This means if we identify C, S with P 1 , then R is a curve of 
bidegree (2,2). As is well-known R is a curve of arithmetic genus 1. 

Lemma 2.2.1 The curve R is nonsingular if and only if the conies C and 
S intersect at four distinct points. In this case, R is isomorphic to the double 
cover ofC(or S) ramified over the four intersection points. 

Proof Consider the projection map its : R — > S. This is a map of degree 2. 
A branch point y G S is a point such that there only one tangent to C passing 
through y. Obviously, this is possible only if y G C. It is easy to see that R is 
nonsingular if and only if the double cover tts : R — > S = P 1 has four branch 
points. This proves the assertion. □ 

Note that, if R is nonsingular, the second projection map txq ■ R — > C 
must also have 4 branch points. A point x G C is a branch point if and only 
if the tangent of C at x is tangent to S. So we obtain that two conies intersect 
transversally if and only if there are four different common tangents. 

Take a point (x[0], y[0]) G R and let (x[l],y[l]) G i?be defined as follows: 
y[l] is the second point on S on the tangent to x[0], x[l] is the point on C 
different from x[0] at which a line through y[l] is tangent to C. This defines a 
map t c ,s : R —* R. This map has no fixed points on R and hence, if we fix a 
group law on R, is a translation map t a with respect to a point a. Obviously, we 
get an n-gon if and only if t a is of order n, i.e. the order of a in the group law 
is n. As soon as this happens we can use the automorphism for constructing 
n-gons starting from an arbitrary point (x[0], y[0]). This is Darboux's Theorem 
which we have mentioned in above. 

Theorem 2.2.2 (G. Darboux) Let C and S be two nondegenerate conies in- 
tersecting transversally. Then C and S are Poncelet n-related if and only if the 
automorphism tq. s of the associated elliptic curve R is of order n.IfC and 
S are Poncelet n related, then starting from any point x G C and any point 
y G S there exists an n-gon with a vertex at y and one side tangent to C at y 
which circumscribes C and inscribed in S. 

In order to check explicitly whether two conies are Poncelet related one 
needs to recognize when the automorphism tc,s is of finite order. Let us 
choose projective coordinates such that C is the Veronese conic t t 2 — t\ = 0, 
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the image of P 1 under the map [to, t\] \— > [t 2 ,, *o*i 5 *i] ■ By using a projective 
transformation leaving C invariant we may assume that the four intersection 
points Pi,P2,P3,P4 of C and S are the images of the points 0, 1, oo, a. Then 
R is isomorphic to the elliptic curve given by the affine equation 

y 2 = x(x — l)(x — a). 

The conic S belongs to the pencil of conies with base points p\, . . . ,p±: 

(t h - t\) + Xhiato - (1 + a)ti + t 2 ) = 0. 

We choose the zero point in the group law on R to be the point (x[0], y[0]) = 
(P4,P4) eCxS. Then the automorphism tc.s sends this point to (x[l], y[l]), 
where 

y[l] = (Aa, A(l + a) + 1, 0), x[l] = ((a + 1) 2 A 2 , 2a(l + a)A, 4a 2 ). 

Thus is the image of the point (1, ( a 2 ^ A ) € P 1 under the Veronese map. 
The point y[l] corresponds to one of the two roots of the equation 

2 2a 2a 2a 

V = (a+l)A ( (a+l)A ~ )( (a+l)A _a) ' 

So we need a criterion characterizing points (x, ±y // x(x — l)(x — a)) of fi- 
nite order. Note that different choice of the sign corresponds to the involution 
x i ► —x of the elliptic curve. So, the order of the points corresponding to two 
different choices of the sign are the same. We have the following result of A. 
Cayley. 



Theorem 2.2.3 (A. Cayley) Let R be an elliptic curve with affine equation 

y 2 = g{x), 



where g(x) is a cubic polynomial with three distinct nonzero roots. Let y = 
Si^o CiX% b e the formal power Taylor expansion of y in terms of the local 
parameter x at the point p = (0, y/g(0)). Then p is of order n>3 if and only 



94 



Conies and quadric surfaces 



if 



C-2 


C3 


• • C fc+ l 


c 3 


c 4 


• • C k+2 




Cfe+2 • 


■ ■ c 2k 


c 3 


C 4 


■ Ck+1 


c 4 


c 5 


c fe+2 



= o, 



2fc + l, 



Cfe+l C fc+2 



C2fe-1 



2fc. 



Proo/ Let oo be the point at infinity of the affine curve y 2 — g(x) = 0. 
The rational function x (resp. y) has pole of order 2 (resp. 3) at oo. If n = 
2k + 1, the rational functions 1, ir, . . . 
the linear space H°(C, Oc(noo)). If n 



1, x, . . . , x ,y, xy, 



Js-2 



x fc , y, xy, . . . , x k ~ 1 y form a basis of 
= 2fc, the same is true for the functions 
y. A point p = (0, c ) is a n-torsion point if and 
only if there is a linear combination of these functions which vanishes at this 
point with order n. Since a; is a local parameter at the point p, we can expand 
y in a formal power series y = X^fclo c k% k - Let us assume n = 2k + 1, the 
other case is treated similarly. We need to find some numbers (a , . . . , a2fc) 
such that, after plugging in the formal power series, 

a + a\X + . . . + a k x k + a k+1 y + . . . + a 2k x k ~ 1 y 

is divisible by x 2k+1 . This gives a system of n linear equations 

Oj + a k+1 Ci + h a k+1+i c = 0, i = 0, . . . , k, 

a2kC-2+i + a-2k-iC3+i H 1" a-k+iCk+i+i = 0, i = 0, . . . , k - 1. 

The first k + 1 equations allow us to eliminate do, . . . , cife. The last k equations 
have a solution for (a fe+1 , . . . , a 2 k) if an d only if the first determinant in the 
assertion of the Theorem vanishes. 

□ 



To apply the Proposition we have to take 

2a „ _ 2a 



a = 



(a + l)A' 



0=1 + 



(a + l)A' 



7 



2a 



(a+l)A 



Let us consider the variety "P„ of pairs of conies (C, S 1 ) such that S is Pon- 
celet n-related to C. We assume that C and 5 intersect trans vers ally. We al- 
ready know that V n is a hypersurface in P 5 x P 5 . Obviously, V n is invariant 
with respect to the diagonal action of the group SL(3) (acting on the space of 
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conies). Thus the equation of V n is an invariant of a pair of conies. This in- 
variant was computed by F. Gerbardi [242]. It is of bidegree (|T(n), |T(n)), 
where T(n) is equal to the number of elements of order n in the abelian group 

(Z/nZ) 2 . 

Let us look at the quotient of V n by PSL(3). Consider the rational map 
P : ps x ps _> (p2)(4) which assigns to (c,S) the point set C n S. The 
fiber of (3 over a subset B of four points in general linear position is isomor- 
phic to an open subset of P 1 x P 1 , where P 1 is the pencil of conies with 
base point B. Since we can always transform such B to the set of points 
{[1,0, 0], [0, 1, 0], [0, 0, 1], [1, 1, 1]}, the group PSL(3) acts transitively on the 
open subset of such 4-point sets. Its stabilizer is isomorphic to the permutation 
group 6 4 generated by the following matrices: 

-1 0\ /l \ /l -1\ 

1 , -1, -1 -1 J . 
1/ \0 1 / \0 -1/ 

The orbit space "P„/PSL(3) is isomorphic to a curve in an open subset of 
P 1 x P 1 /©4, where 64 acts diagonally. By considering one of the projection 
maps, we obtain that 7 : ' n /PSL(3) is an open subset of a cover of P 1 of degree 
N equal to the number of Poncelet n-related conies in a given pencil of conies 
with 4 distinct base points with respect to a fixed conic from the pencil. This 
number was computed by F. Gerbardi [242] and is equal to ~T(n). A modern 
account of Gerbardi's result is given in [26]. A smooth compactification of 
■p„/PSL(3) is the modular curve X°(n) that parameterizes the isomorphism 
classes of the pairs (R, e), where R is an elliptic curve and e is a point of order 
n in R. 

Proposition 2.2.4 Let C and S be two nonsingular conies. Consider each 
n-gon inscribed in C as a subset of its vertices, and also as a positive divisor 
of degree n on C. The closure of the set ofn-gons inscribed in C and circum- 
scribing S is either empty, or a g\, i.e. a linear pencil of divisors of degree 
n. 

Proof First observe that two polygons inscribed in C and circumscribing S 
which share a common vertex must coincide. In fact, the two sides passing 
through the vertex in each polygon must be the two tangents of S passing 
through the vertex. They intersect C at another two common vertices. Contin- 
uing in this way, we see that the two polygons have the same set of vertices. 
Now consider the Veronese embedding v„ of C = P 1 in P". An effective 
divisor of degree n is a plane section of the Veronese curve V,\ = ^(P 1 ). 
Thus the set of effective divisors of degree n on C can be identified with the 
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dual projective space (P") v . A hyperplane in (P") v is the set of hyperplanes 
in P" which pass through a fixed point in P™. The degree of an irreducible 
curve X C (P™) v of divisors is equal to the cardinality of the set of divisors 
containing a fixed general point of V*. In our case it is equal to 1 . □ 

2.2.2 Poncelet curves and vector bundles 

Let C and S be two Poncelet n-related conies in the plane P 2 = \E\. Recall 
that this means that there exist n points p\ , . . . , p n on C such that the tangent 
lines £i — T Pi (C) meet on S. One can drop the condition that S is a conic. We 
say that a plane curve S of degree n — 1 is Poncelet related to the conic C if 
there exist n points, as above, such that the tangents to C at these points meet 
on S. 

We shall prove an analog of Darboux's Theorem for Poncelet related curves 
of degree larger than 2. First, we have to remind some constructions in the 
theory of vector bundles over the projective plane. 

Let P 1 = \U\ for some vector space U of dimension 2 and let P 2 = \V\ for 
some vector space V of dimension 3. A closed embedding v : P 1 <—* P 2 has 
the image isomorphic to a nonsingular conic, a Veronese curve. This defines 
an isomorphism 

£ v = H°(\E\,O im (l)) - H°{\U\,O m (2)) = S 2 (U^. 

Its transpose defines an isomorphism E = S 2 (U). This gives a bijective corre- 
spondence between nonsingular conies and linear isomorphisms E — > S 2 (U). 
Also, since dim /\ 2 U = 1, a choice of a basis in /\ 2 U defines a linear isomor- 
phism U = U v . This gives an isomorphism of projective spaces \U\ = |J7| V 
that does not depend on a choice of a basis in /\ U. Thus a choice of a nonsin- 
gular conic in \E\ also defines an isomorphism |£? v | — > |S' 2 (J7)| which must 
be given by a nonsingular conic in \E y \. This is of course the dual conic. 

Fix an isomorphism P 2 = |S' 2 (?7)| defined by a choice of a conic C in P 2 . 
Consider the multiplication map S 2 (U) <g> S n - 2 (U) -» S n {U). It defines a 
rank 2 vector bundle S n ^c on P 2 whose fiber at the point x = [q] E | S 2 (U) | is 
equal to the quotient space S n (U) /qS n ~ 2 {U). One easily sees that it admits a 
resolution of the form 

-> S n - 2 (U)(-l) -» S n (U) -> 5 n , c -» 0, (2.10) 

where we identify a vector space V with the vector bundle it* V, where ir is the 
structure map to the point. The vector bundle S n ,c is called the Schwarzen- 
berger vector bundle associated to the conic C. Its dual bundle has the fiber 



2.2 Poncelet relation 



97 



over a point x = [q] equal to the linear space 

(S n (U)/qS n - 2 (U)r = {f e S n (U v ) : £>,(/) = 0}. (2.11) 

Embedding |L/ V | in \S n (U x/ ) \ by means of the Veronese map, we will identify 
the divisor of zeros of q with a divisor V(q) of degree 2 on the Veronese curve 
R n C \S n (U s/ )\, or, equivalently, with a 1-secant of A hyperplane con- 
taining this divisor is equal to V(qg) for some g E S n ~ 2 (U). Thus the linear 
space (2.1 1) can be identified with the projective span of V(q). In other words, 
the fibres of the dual projective bundle <S^ c are equal to the secants of the 
Veronese curve R n . 

It follows from (2.10) that the vector bundle S n> c has the first Chern class 
of degree n — 1 and the second Chern class is equal to n(n — l)/2. Thus we 
expect that a general section of S n ,c has n(n — l)/2 zeros. We identify the 
space of sections of S n ,c with the vector space S n (U). A point [s] € |S' n (i7)| 
can be viewed as a hyperplane H s in \S n (U v )\. Its zeros are the secants of R n 
contained in H s . Since H s intersects R n at n points p\, ■ . ■ ,p n , any 1-secant 
pip] is a 1-secant contained in H s . The number of such 1 -secants is equal to 
n(n - l)/2. 

Recall that we can identify the conic with \U\ by means of the Veronese 
map h> 2 : \U\ — ► |«S' 2 (I7)|. Similarly, the dual conic C v is identified with |f/ v |. 
By using the Veronese map v„ : \U y \ — > |/S , "(J7 V )|, we can identify C v with 
i? ra . Now a point on R n is a tangent line on the original conic C, hence n 
points p\, ■ ■ ■ , p n from the above are the sides li of an n-gon circumscribing 
C. A secant pip] from the above is a point in P 2 equal to the intersection point 
qij ij. And the n(n — 1) /2 points represent the zeros of a section s 

of the Schwarzenberger bundle S n ,c- 

For any two linearly independent sections Si, S2, their determinant Si A S2 
is a section of /\" S n c and hence its divisor of zeros belongs to the linear 
system \0^i{n — When we consider the pencil {s\,S2) spanned by the two 
sections, the determinant of each member s = Asi + /j,S2 has the zeros on the 
same curve V(si A S2) of degree m — 1. 

Let us summarize this discussion by stating and proving the following gen- 
eralization of Darboux's Theorem. 

Theorem 2.2.5 Let C be a nonsingular conic in P 2 and let S n ,c be the as- 
sociated Scwarzenberger rank 2 vector bundle over P 2 . Then n-gons circum- 
scribing C are parameterized by \Hr{S n ,c)\- The vertices of the polygon Yi s 
defined by a section s correspond to the subscheme Z(s) of zeros of the section 
s. A curve of degree n—1 passing through the vertices corresponds to a pencil 
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of a sections ofS n .c containing s and is equal to the determinant of a basis of 
the pencil. 

Proof A section s with the subscheme of zeros Z(s) with ideal sheaf 1z(s) 
defines the exact sequence 

O^OpA S ThC -> Iz(n - 1) -» 0. 

A section of Tz(n— 1) is a plane curve of degree n — 1 passing through Z(s). 
The image of a section t of S n ,c in H°(lz(n — 1)) is the discriminant curve 
s A t. Any curve defined by an element from H (X z (n — 1)) passes through 
the vertices of the n-gon II S and is uniquely determined by a pencil of sections 
containing s. □ 

One can explicitly write the equation of a Poncelet curve as follows. First 
we choose a basis £ , £i of the space U and the basis (£q, £g -1 £i, . . . , £ d ) of 
the space S d (U). The dual basis in S n {U v ) is ((?)*o _< 4)o<i<d. Now the 
coordinates in the plane |S' 2 (J7)| are ijj, 2toti,*2> so a point in the plane is a 
binary conic Q = a£ 2 + 26£ £i + c£ 2 . For a fixed x = [Q] e |S' 2 (C/)|, the 
matrix of the multiplication map S" l_2 ([/) -> S n (U),G ^ QG is 

/« 
26 



,S n (C/),G 



a 

c 2b 

c 



V 



26 



A section of S n ,c is given by / = X)"=o c *£o e S n (U). Its zeros is the 
set of points x such that the vector c of the coefficients belongs to the column 
subspace of the matrix K(x). Now we vary / in a pencil of binary forms 
whose coefficient vector c belongs to the nullspace of some matrix A of size 
(n — 1) x (n + 1) and rank n — 1. The determinant of this pencil of sections 
is the curve in the plane defined by the degree n — 1 polynomial equation in 
x = [a, 6, c] 

det(K(x) ■ A) = 0. 

Note that the conic C in our choice of coordinates is V(tf — £0^2)- 

Remark 2.2.6 Recall that a section of 5„ c defines a n-gon in the plane 
|5' 2 ([/)| corresponding to the hyperplane section H s fl R n . Its vertices is the 
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scheme of zeros Z(s) of the section s. Let n : X(s) — > P 2 be the blow-up of 
Z(s). For a general s, the linear system of Poncelet curves through Z(s) em- 
beds the surfaceX(s) in \S n (U v )\ with the image equal to H s r\Scd(R n ). The 
exceptional curves of the blow-up are mapped onto the secants of R n which are 
contained in H s . These are the secants pipj, where H s (1 R n — {pi, . . . ,p n }. 
The linear system defining the embedding is the proper transform of the lin- 
ear system of curves of degree n — 1 passing through \n(n — 1) points of 
Z(s). This implies that the embedded surface X(s) has the degree equal to 
(n — l) 2 — \n(n — 1) = \{n — l)(n— 2). This is also the degree of the secant 
variety Seci(i?„). For example, take n — 4 to get that the secant variety of 
i?4 is a cubic hypersurface in P 4 whose hyperplane sections are cubic surfaces 
isomorphic to the blow-up of the six vertices of a complete quadrilateral. 



Fix two points in the plane and consider the linear system of conies passing 
through the two points. It maps the plane to P 3 with the image equal to a 
nonsingular quadric Q = V(q). Thus we may identify each conic from the 
linear system with a hyperplane in P 3 , or using the polarity defined by Q, with 
a point. When the two points are the points [0,1, ±i] in the real projective plane 
with the line at infinity to = 0, a real conic becomes a circle, and we obtain that 
the geometry of circles can be translated into the orthogonal geometry of real 
3-dimensional projective space. In coordinates, the rational map P 2 ---> P 3 is 
given by 



Its image is the quadric 

Q = V(x x 3 -x\- x\). 

Explicitly, a point [v] = [a , cti, a 2l ot^] G P 3 defines the complex circle 

S(v) : a (t\ + t 2 2 ) - 2io(aiii + a 2 t 2 ) + a 3 t 2 = 0. (2.12) 

By definition, its center is the point c = [a , ai, a 2 ], its radius square R 2 is 
defined by the formula 



2.2.3 Complex circles 



[*0,*1,*2] l-» 



[x ,x 1 ,x 2 , x 3 ] = [t\ +t\,t Q t u t t 2 , t 2 ] . 



a a R = a 1 + a 2 — a^a 3 = q(aj. 



(2.13) 



Let us express the property that two circles are tangent to each other. It 
applies to complex circles as well. 
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Proposition 2.2.7 Let [v], [w] be two points in P 3 , and let S(v),S(w) be two 
complex circles corresponding to planes in P 3 which are polar to the points 
with respect to the quadric Q = V(q). Then the two circles touch each other if 
and only if 

(v, v)(w, w) - (v, w) 2 = 0, (2.14) 

where (v, w) denotes the bilinear form associated to the quadratic form q. 

Proof Let I = V(Xv + fiw) be the line spanned by the points [v] and [w]. Via 
polarity, it corresponds to a pencil of planes in P 3 . The preimages of two planes 
are tangent if and only if the pencil contains a plane tangent to the quadric Q. 
Dually this means that the line I is tangent to Q. This is equivalent to the binary 
form 

q{Xv + fiw) = X 2 (v, v) + 2(v, w)\p, + /^(w, w) 
having has a double root. Of course, this happens if and only if (2.14) holds. 

□ 

Note that relation (2.14) is of degree 2 in v and w. If we identify the space 
of circles with P 3 , this implies that the pairs of touching complex circles is a 
hypersurface in P 3 x P 3 of bidegree (2, 2). It is easy to see that the diagonal of 

jp3 

x P 3 is the double locus of the hypersurface. 

Fix two complex irreducible circles S = S(v) and 5" = S(w) and consider 
the variety R of complex circles S(x) touching S and 5'. It is equal to the 
quartic curve, the intersection of two quadratic cones Qs and Qs> of conies 
touching S and S', 

(v,v)(x,x) — (v,x) 2 = (w,w)(x,x) — (w,x) 2 = 0. 

Since the singular points of these cones [v] and [w] satisfy these equations, the 
quartic curve has two singular points. In fact, it is the union of two conies given 
by the equations 

y/(v,v)(w, x) ± y/(w,w)(v, x) = 0. 

The two conies intersect at the points [x] such that (x, x) = and (v, x) = 
(v, w) = 0. The first condition means that [x] is the null-circle, i.e. a 2 R 2 = 
in (2.13). It is the union of two lines connecting one if the two intersection 
points of S and S' outside the line at infinity to = with the two intersection 
points at infinity. In the case when S and S' touch each other the whole pencil 
generated by S and S 1 becomes a component of the quartic curve entering with 
multiplicity 2. So, the two cones Qs and Qg> touch each other along the line 
spanned by S and S' . 
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Theorem 2.2.8 (J. Steiner) Suppose, after m steps, S m is equal to S\. Then, 
starting from arbitrary conic S[ touching S and S', we get a sequence ofconcis 
S[ , . . . , S' rn = S[ tangent to S and S' with S' k tangent to S' k _ v 

Proof Let R be one of the conic components of the variety of complex circles 
touching S and S' . Let 

X = {(51,52) e Rx R: Si touches S 2 }- 

It is a curve of bidegree (4, 4) on R x R = P 1 x P 1 . The fiber of its projection 
to the first factor over a point represented by a conic Si consists of three points. 
One them is at the diagonal and enters with multiplicity 2. This implies that X 
consists of the diagonal taken with multiplicity 2 and the residual curve F of 
bidegree (2, 2). The fiber of the first projection X — ► R over Si consists of 
complex circles which touch S and Si and also touch S" and Si. It consists 
of the intersection of two quartic curves, each has a double line as component. 
The double lines are represented by the pencil generated by S and Si and 
the pencil generated by S' and S\. The only case when the fiber consists of 
one point is when Si is one of the two null-lines touching S and S" at their 
intersection point not at infinity. In this case the quadric Qs 1 of circles touching 
Si is the double plane of circles passing through the singular point of Si . Thus 
we see that the residual curve F has only two branch points for each of the two 
projections X — ► R. Since its arithmetic genus is equal to 1, it must consist 
of two irreducible curves of bidegree (1,1) intersecting at two points a, b. If 
we fix one of the components Fi, then the map (Si, S2) *—> (S2, S3) is the 
automorphism of Fi \ {a, b} = C*. The sequence Si, S2, S3, . . . terminates if 
and only if this automorphism is of finite order m. As soon as it is, we can start 
from any S\ and obtain a finite sequence (Si,..., S m = Si). □ 

Remark 2.2.9 We followed the proof from [26]. When S and S' are concen- 
tric real circles, the assertion is evident. The general case of real conies can be 
reduced to this case (see [221], [498]). Poncelet's and Steiner's Theorems are 
examples of a porism, which can be loosely stated as follows. If one can find 
one object satisfying a certain special property then there are infinitely many 
such objects. There are some other poristic statements for complex circles: 
Emch' Theorem and the zig-zag theorem discussed in [26]. 
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2.3 Quadric surfaces 

2.3.1 Polar properties of quadrics 

Many of the polar properties of conies admit extension to nonsingular quadrics 
in higher-dimensional P™. For example, a self -polar (n + \ )-hedron is defined 
as a collection of n + 1 ordered hyperplanes V(k) in general linear position 
such that the pole of each plane V(k) is equal to the intersection point of the 
remaining hyperplanes. Similarly to the case of conies, one proves that a self- 
polar (n + l)-hedron is the same as a polar (n + l)-hedron of the quadric. 

The definition of the conjugate (n + l)-hedra is a straightforward extension 
of the definition of conjugate triangles. We say that two simplexes £ and E' are 
mutually polar with respect to a quadric Q if the poles of the facets of T" are 
vertices of T. This implies that the images of fc-dimensional faces of T under 
the polarity defined by Q are the opposite (n — k) -dimensional facets of 
The condition (2.7) extends to any dimension. However, it does not translate to 
a single equation on the coefficients of the linear forms defining the polyhedra. 
This time we have a system of n(n+l)/2 linear equations with n+1 unknowns 
and the condition becomes the rank condition. 

We adopt the terminology of convex geometry to call the set of n + 1 lin- 
early independent hyperplanes a simplex. The intersection of a subset of k 
hyperplanes will be called an (n — fc)-dimensional/ace. If k = n, this is a 
vertex , if k = n — 1, this is an edge, if n = this is a facet . 

The notion of perspectivity of triangles extends to quadrics of any dimen- 
sion. We say that two simplexes are perspective from a point o if there is a 
bijection between the sets of vertices such that the lines joining the corre- 
sponding vertices pass through the point o. We say that the two simplexes are 
perspective from a hyperplane if this hyperplane contains the intersections of 
corresponding facets. We have also an extension of Desargues' Theorem. 

Theorem 2.3.1 (G. Desargues) Two simplexes are perspective from a point 
if and only if they are perspective from a hyperplane. 

Proof Without loss of generality, we may assume that the first simplex E is 
the coordinate simplex with vertices pi = [e,] and it is perspective from the 
point o = [e] = [1 , . . . , 1] . Let qi = [uj be the vertices of the second simplex 
T,2- Then we have Vi = e + for some scalars A^. After subtracting, we 
obtain Vi — Vj = A^e^ — Xjej . Thus any two edges pip] and qf/fj meet at a point 
Tij which lies on the hyperplane H — V(Y^ =0 jrti). Since the intersection 
of the facet of Ei opposite the point pk with the facet of E2 opposite the point 
qk contains all points ry with i, j ^ k, and they span the intersection, we get 
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that the two simplexes are perspective from H. The converse assertion follows 
by duality. □ 

Remark 2.3.2 As remarked [525], p. 252, the previous assertion is a true space 
generalization of the classical Desargues's Theorem. Other generalization ap- 
plies to two space triangles and asserts that the perspectivity from a point im- 
plies that the intersection points of the corresponding sides (which automati- 
cally intersect) are collinear. 

Let b q : E — > E y be an isomorphism defined by a nonsingular quadric 
Q = V(q). For any linear subspace L of E, the subspace b q (L)^ of E is called 
the polar of L with respect to Q. It is clear that the dimensions of a subspace 
and its polar subspace add up to the dimension of \E\. Two subspaces A and A' 
of the same dimension are called conjugate if the polar subspace of A intersects 
A'. 

These classical definitions can be rephrased in terms of standard definitions 
of multilinear algebra. Let A (resp. A') be spanned by [v±\, . . . , [vk] (resp. 
[u>i], . . . , [wk])- For any two vectors v,w £ E, let (v, w) q denote the value 
of the polar bilinear form b q of q on (v,w) q . 

Lemma 2.3.3 A and A' are conjugate with respect to Q if and only if 



det 



0. 



/{Vi,W\) q (V2,Wi) q ... (v k ,Wi) q \ 
(Vl,W 2 )q (v 2 ,W 2 ) q ■■■ (v k ,W 2 ) q 

\(Vi,Wk)q {v 2 ,W k )q ■■■ (v k ,W k ) q J 

Proof Let b q : E — > E v be the linear isomorphism defined by the polar 
bilinear form of q. The linear funtions b q (vi), . . . , b q (vk) form a basis of a 
fc-dimensional subspace L of E y whose dual L 1 - is an (n — fc)-dimensional 
subspace of E. It is easy to see that the spans of vi, . . . ,v k and W\ , . . . , Wk 
have a common nonzero vector if and only if L 1 - intersects nontrivially the lat- 
ter span. The condition for this is that, under the natural identification /\ k (E w ) 
and f\ k (E) w , we have 

b q (vi) A ... A b q (v k ){wi A ... A w k ) — det((vi,Wj)q) = 0. 

□ 

It follows from the Lemma that the relation to be conjugate is symmetric. 



From now on, until the end of this section, we assume that n = 3. 

A tetrahedron in P 3 with conjugate opposite edges is called self-conjugate. 
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It is clear that a polar tetrahedron of Q is self-conjugate, but the converse is not 
true. 

Let T be a tetrahedron with vertices p\ = [uj], . . . ,p 4 — [1)4]. Suppose 
that two pairs of opposite edges are conjugate with respect to some quadric 
Q. Then T is self-conjugate (see [550], B. Ill, p. 135, or [535], 7.381). The 
proof is immediate. Suppose the two conjugate pairs of edges are (piP2,P3Pa) 
and (pip3,p2P4). For brevity, let us denote (vi, Vj) q by (ij). Then (13)(24) — 
(14)(23) = 0, and (12) (34) -(14) (23) = imply, after subtraction, (13)(24)- 
(12) (34) = 0. This means that the remaining pair (pip~3, P2P3) is conjugate. 

We know that two conjugate triangles are perspective. In the case of quadrics 
we have a weaker property expressed on the following Chasles' Theorem. 

Theorem 2.3.4 [M. Chasles ] Let T and T' be two mutually polar tetrahedra 
with respect to a quadric Q. Suppose no two opposite edges ofT are conjugate. 
Then the lines joining the corresponding vertices belong to the same ruling of 
lines of some nonsingular quadric Q' . 

Proof Let Pi,P2,P3,P4 be the vertices of T and let qi, 92, <?3, 94 be the ver- 
tices of T', In the following, {i,j, k, 1} = {1,2,3,4}. By definition, qi is a 
pole of the plane spanned by pi , pj , pk and the matching between the vertices 
is pi i— > q { . Suppose the edge pip] is not conjugate to the opposite edge pkPi- 
This means that it does not intersect the edge qfffj. This implies that the lines 
Piqi and pjqj do not intersect. By symmetry of the conjugacy relation, we also 
obtain that the lines ptqk and plqj do not intersect. Together this implies that 
we may assume that the first three lines li = plqi are not coplanar. 

Without loss of generality, we may assume that the first tetrahedron T is 
the coordinate tetrahedron. Let A = (ay) be a symmetric matrix defining the 
quadric Q and let C = adj(A) = (cy) be the adjugate matrix defining the 
dual quadric. The coordinates of facets of T are columns of A = (ay). The 
coordinates of the intersection point of three facets defined by three columns 
Ai, Aj, Ak of A are equal to the column C m of C, where m ^ k. Thus 
a general point on the line generated by the point [1, 0, 0, 0] has coordinates 
[A, /ZC12, C13, C14], and similar for other three lines. Recall that by Steiner's 
construction (see [266], p. 528) one can generate a nonsingular quadric by two 
projectively equivalent pencils of planes through two skew lines. The quadric 
is the union of the intersection of the corresponding planes. Apply this con- 
struction to the pencil of planes through the first two lines. They projectively 
matched by the condition that the corresponding planes in the pencils contain 
the same point [C31, C32, A, C41] on the third line. The two planes from each 
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pencil are defined by the equations 



det 



f to t\ t 2 ta \ 

10 

Acn C12 C13 Ci4 

V C31 C 32 A C34/ 



= ^1C13C34 + ^2(C14C32 ~ C12C34) - t 3 Ci 3 C 3 2 + A(i 3 Ci 2 - t\C\l) = 0, 



= t C 23 C 34 + *2(C24C31 ~ C21C34) - t 3 C23C 3 l + A(i 3 C 2 l - hC^i) = 0, 

Eliminating A, we find the equation of the quadric 

(C12C34 - C24Cl3)(c23^0i3 + C 14 t X t 2 ) + (C13C24 ~ C14C23 ) (ci 2 t 2 t 3 + 034*0*1) 
+ (C14C23 - Ci2C 3 4)(ci3tii 3 + C 2i t t 2 ) = 0. 

By definition, the quadric contains the first three lines. It is immediately checked 
that a general point [C41 , C42, C43, A] on the fourth line lies on the quadric. □ 

The following result follows from the beginning of the proof. 

Proposition 2.3.5 Let T and T' be two mutually polar tetrahedra. Assume 
that T (and hence T') is self-conjugate. Then T and T' are in perspective 
from the intersection points of the lines joining the corresponding vertices and 
perspective from the polar plane of this point. 

One can think that the covariant quadric Q' constructed in the proof of 
Chasles' Theorem 2.3.4 degenerates to a quadratic cone. Counting parame- 
ters, it is easy to see that the pairs of perspective tetrahedra depend on the 
same number 19 of parameters as pairs of tetrahedra mutually polar with re- 
spect to some quadric. It is claimed in [21], v. 3, p.45, that any two perspective 
tetrahedra are, in fact, mutually polar with respect to some quadric. Note that 
the polarity condition imposes three conditions, and the self-conjugacy con- 
dition imposes two additional conditions. This agrees with counting constants 
(5 = 24-19). 

One can apply the previous construction to the problem of writing a quadratic 
form q as a sum of five squares of linear forms. Suppose we have two self- 
conjugate tetrahedra T and T' with respect to a quadric Q that are also mu- 
tually polar with respect to Q. By Proposition 2.3.5, they are in perspective. 
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f to t\ t 2 ta \ 

10 

C21 C22 C23 C24 

\C31 C32 A C34/ 
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Choose coordinates such that T is the coordinate tetrahedron and let A = 
(dij)o<i,j<3 be a symmetric matrix defining Q. We know that the equations 
of facets Hi of T" are -_ dijtj). Since T is self-conjugate, the inter- 

section lines H n i?i meet the coordinate lines t = t± = 0. This means 
that the equations 020^2 + 030*3 = and 021*2 + 031*3 = have a nonzero 
solution, i.e. 020031 = 021030- Similarly, we get that 010032 = 030012 and 
001032 = 002031. Using the symmetry of the matrix, this implies that the six 
products are equal. Hence 003013/012 = 023003/002 = 003013/aoi are all 
equal to some number a. Then the equation of the quadrics can be written as a 
sum of five squares 

3 

^ ' o^tj + 2 ^ ' dijtitj 

i=0 0<«<j"<3 

2 2 
= y]{ a u - <*ai3,)ti + (a 33 - a)t\ + a a U + at 3 ) 2 = 0. 

i=0 i=0 

Here we assume that A is general enough. The center of perspective of the two 
tetrahedra is the pole of the plane ^(003*0 + 013*1 + 023t2 + 0^3). 

The pentad of points consisting of the vertices of a self-conjugate tetrahe- 
dron with regard to a quadric Q and the center of the perspectivity of the 
tetrahedron and its polar tetrahedron form a self-conjugate pentad (and penta- 
hedron in the dual space). This means that the pole of each plane spanned by 
three vertices lies on the opposite edge. As follows from above, the pentad of 
points defined by a self-conjugate tetrahedron defines a polar polyhedron of Q 
consisting of the polar planes of the pentad. 

Proposition 2.3.6 Let Hi = V(li), i = 1, . . . , 5, form a nondegenerate polar 
pentahedron of a quadric Q = V(q). Let pi, . . . ,p 5 be the poles of the planes 
V(li) with respect to Q. Then the pentad pi, . . . ,p$ is self-conjugate and is a 
polar polyhedron of the dual quadric. 

Proof Let Xi be the pole of Hi with respect to Q. Then the pole of the plane 
spanned by x i7 Xj,Xk is the point Xijk = Hi n Hj n H^. We may assume 
that q — J2i=o tf- Then P Xljk (Q) belongs to the pencil V generated by the 
remaining two planes H r , H s . When we vary a point along the edge x r x s the 
polar plane of the point belongs to the pencil V . For one of the points, the polar 
plane will be equal to the plane P Xijk (Q), hence this points coincide with x^k- 
By definition, the pentad is self-conjugate. 

The second assertion can be checked by straightforward computation. Since 
the polar pentahedron is nondegenerate, we can choose coordinates such that 
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the polar pentahedron of Q is to equal to the union of the coordinate tetrahe- 
dron and the plane V(J2 U)- We can write 



3 

\2 



2g = ^A^ + £>) 5 
i=0 i=0 

for some nonzero scalars Aj. For any v = (a , &i, a 2 , a 3 ) <G C 4 , we have 



D v(q) = ^2(a+ \iai)ti 



i=0 

where o = 2~2i=o a i- Let 6 = a + ^i a i be considered as coordinates in the dual 
space. We can express a, in terms of & by solving a system of linear equations 
with matrix 

/A 1 1 1\ 
1 Ai 1 1 
1 1 A 2 1 

Vi i i \J 

Write aj = Lj(£ , . . . , £ 3 ) = 2~2j=o c ij£j< where (cy) is the inverse matrix. 
Let v* — (c j , cij , c 2 j , c$j ) . The dual quadric consists of points (£ , £i , £2 , £3) 
such that q(a , ai,a 2 , a 3 ) = 0. This gives the equation of the dual quadric 

3 3 

i=0 i=0 

So, we see that the dual quadric has the polar polyhedron defined by the planes 

V(Li),V(££i).Wehave 

3 

A>;(tf) = ^{Xidi + a)cijti = tj, j = 0, 1,2,3, 

i=0 

hence £>v (9) = X) This checks that the points of the pentad are poles of 
the planes of the polar pentahedron of Q. □ 

Remark 2.3.7 Let IIi, . . . , IIjv be sets of m-hedra in P",n > 1, with no 
common elements. Suppose that these polyhedra considered as hypersurfaces 
in P™ of degree m (the unions of their hyperplanes) belong to the same pencil. 
It is easy to see that this is equivalent to that the first two m-hedra n 1 ,n 2 
are perspective from each hyperplane of II3, . . . , life. The open problem is as 
follows. 

What is the maximal possible number N(n, m) of such polyhedra? 
By taking a general hyperplane, we get N(n, m) < N(2, m). It is known 
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that N(2,m) > 3 and 7AT(2, 2), N(2, 3) = 4. It was proven by J. Stipins 
[545] (see also [603]) that N{2, m) < 4 for all m and it is conjectured that 
N{2, to) = 3 for to ^ 3. 

In the next chapter we will consider the case n — 2, to = 3, TV = 4. In the 
case n = 3, to = 4, iV = 3, the three tetrahedra are called desmic desmic (the 
name is due to C. Stephanos [544]). The configuration of the 12 planes form- 
ing three desmic tetrahedra has a beautiful geometry (see, for example, [376], 
[377]). A general member of the pencil generated by three desmic tetrahedra is 
a desmic quartic surface. It has 12 singular points and represents a special em- 
bedding of a Kummer surface of the product of two isomorphic elliptic curves. 
We refer to [307] for some modern treatment of desmic quartic surfaces. We 
will encounter them later in Chapter 9. 

2.3.2 Invariants of a pair of quadrics 

Let Qi = V(f) and Q2 — V(g) be two quadrics in P" (not necessarily non- 
singular). Consider the pencil V(tof + tig) of quadrics spanned by C and S. 
The zeros of the discriminant equation D = discr(io/ + t%g) = correspond 
to singular quadrics in the pencil. In coordinates, if /, g are defined by sym- 
metric matrices A = (ay), B = respectively, then D = det(toA + t\B) 
is a homogeneous polynomial of degree < n + 1. Choosing different system of 
coordinates replaces A, B by Q T AQ, Q T BQ, where Q is an invertible matrix. 
This replaces D with det(Q) 2 D. Thus the coefficients of D are invariants on 
the space of pairs of quadratic forms on C' i+1 with respect to the action of the 
group SL(n + 1). To compute D explicitly, we use the following formula for 
the determinant of the sum of two to x to matrices X + Y: 

det(X + Y)= A u,-,i fc! ( 2 - 15 ) 

l<ii<...<?fc<n 

where ^ is the determinant of the matrix obtained from X by replac- 

ing the columns X^ , . . . , Xi k with the columns Y^, . . . , Yi k . Applying this 
formula to our case, we get 

n 

d = e ^ +1 + J2 e t t n o +1 - l t l + ® n+ iti +1 (2.16) 
»=i 

where Oo = det A, Q n +i — det B, and 

Ofc= Yl det(A 1 ...B ll ...B tk ...A n+1 ) 1 

\<i 1 <...<i k <n+l 

where A = [A\ . . . A n+ {\ 1 B = \B\ . . . B n +i]. We immediately recognize the 
geometric meanings of vanishing of the first and the last coefficients of D. The 



2.3 Quadric surfaces 



109 



coefficient 60 (resp. 0„+i) vanishes if and only if Qi (resp. Q 2 ) is a singular 
conic. 

Proposition 2.3.8 Let Qi and Q 2 be two general quadrics. The following 
conditions are equivalent. 

(i) 0i - 0; 

(ii) Q 2 is apolar to the dual quadric Q\; 

(Hi) Qi admits a polar simplex with vertices on Q 2 . 

Proof First note that 

0i = Tr(Badj(A)). (2.17) 

Now adj(.A) is the matrix defining Q\ and the equivalence of (i) and (ii) be- 
comes clear. 

Since 0, are invariants of (Q\, Q 2 ), we ma Y assume that Qi = U(^™ =0 *?)• 
Suppose (iii) holds. Since the orthogonal group of C acts transitively on the 
set of polar simplexes of Q\, we may assume that the coordinate simplex is 
inscribed in Q 2 . Then the points [1, 0, . . . , 0], . . . , [0, . . . , 0, 1], must be on Q 2 . 
Hence 

Q2 = V( a ^j): 
0<i<j<n 

and the condition (i) is verified. 

Now suppose (i) holds. Choose coordinates such that Qi = V(aitf). Start 
from any point on Q 2 but not on Qi, and choose a projective transformation 
that leaves Qi invariant and sends the point to the point pi = [1,0, ... ,0]. The 
quadric Q 2 transforms to a quadric with an equation in which the coefficient 
at Xq is equal to 0. The polar line of p\ with respect to Qi is V(Y^—i Q-iti). 
It intersects Q 2 along a quadric of dimension n — 2 in the hyperplane to = 0. 
Using a transformation leaving V(t n ) and Qi invariant, we transform Q' 2 to 
another quadric such that the point p 2 = [0, 1, 0, . . . , 0] belongs to V(t<f) n Q' 2 . 
This implies that the coefficients of the equation of Q' 2 at tjj and t\ are equal 
to zero. Continuing in this way, we may assume that the equation of Q 2 is of 
the form a nn t\ + Yio<i<j<n a ijUtj = 0. The trace condition is anna" 1 = 0. 
It implies that a nn = and hence the point p n +i = [0, . . . , 0, 1] is on Q 2 . 
The triangle with vertices [1, 0, . . . , 0], . . . , [0, . . . , 0, 1] is a polar simplex of 
Qi which is inscribed in Q 2 . □ 

Observe that, if Qi = V(J2 tf), the trace condition means that the conic Q 2 
is defined by a harmonic polynomial with respect to the Laplace operator. 
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Definition 2.3.9 A quadric Q\ is called apolar to a quadric Qi if one of the 

equivalent conditions in Proposition 2.3.8 holds. If Q\ is apolar to Q2 and 
vice versa, the quadrics are called mutually apolar. 

The geometric interpretation of other invariants 0j is less clear. First note 
that a quadratic form q on a vector space E defines a quadratic form A k q on 
the space /\ k E. Its polar bilinear form is the map /\ k b q : /\ k E — > /\ k E y = 
(/\ k E) v , where b q : E — > E y is the polar bilinear form of q. Explicitly, the 
polar bilinear form /\ k b q is defined by the formula 

{yx A . . . A Vk,wi A . . . A w k ) = det(b q (vi,Wj)) 

which we already used in Lemma 2.3.3. 

If A is the symmetric matrix defining q, then the matrix defining f\ q is 
denoted by A^ and is called the k-th compound matrix of A. If we index the 
rows and the columns of A^ k > by an increasing sequence J = (ji, . . . ,jk) C 
{1,... ,n + 1}, then the entry A^j, of A^ is equal to the (J, J')-minor 

Aj.ji of A. Replacing each A^j j, with the minor Ajtj taken with the sign 
(— iy( J ' J \ we obtain the definition of the adjugate k-th compound matrix 
adj^'(A) (not to be confused with adj(A^)). The Laplace formula for the 
determinant gives 

A (fc) adj (fc) (A) =det(A)L 

If A is invertible, then is invertible and (A^)^ 1 = ^^ad^A^). 
We leave it to the reader to check the following fact. 

Proposition 2.3.10 Let Qi = V(q),Q2 = V(q') be defined by symmetric 
matrices A, B and let A^ and be their k-th compound matrices. Then 

e k (A,B) = Tr(A( n+1 " fe) adj(BW)). 



Example 2.3.1 1 Let n — 3. Then there is only one new invariant to interpret. 
This is 6 2 = Tr(^( 2 )adj(B (2) )). The compound matrices A^ and B^ are 
6x6 symmetric matrices whose entries are 2 x 2-minors of A and B taken 
with an appropriate sign. Let A = (ay). The equation of the quadric defined 
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(2.18) 



The equation is called the line-equation or complex equation of the quadric 
Q defined by the matrix A. If we take the minors ^r/j — £jr)i as Pliicker co- 
ordinates in | /\ C 4 |, the line-equation parameterizes lines in P 3 which are 
tangent to the quadric Q. This can be immediately checked by considering a 
parametric equation of a line A(£o, £i, £2, £3) + n(jlo, T)i, V2, 773), inserting it in 
the equation of the quadric and finding the condition when the corresponding 
quadratic form in A, p, has a double root. In matrix notation, the condition is 
(^A^)(rjAr]) — (^Arj) 2 = 0, which can be easily seen rewritten in the form 
of the vanishing of the bordered determinant. The intersection of the quadric 
defined by the matrix A^ with the Klein quadric defining the Grassmannian 
of lines in P 3 is an example of a quadratic line complex. We will discuss this 
and other quadratic line complexes in Chapter 10. Take Q = V(2~2 tf). Then 
the bordered determinant becomes equal to 



3 3 



i=0 i=Q 



i=0 



2^ P*v 

0<i<j<3 



ha bjj ) ■ 



J2 

0<i<j<3 

where pij are the Pliicker coordinates. We have 

e 2 (A,B)=Tr(B 2 )= (Pijbji 

0<i<i<3 

The coordinate line = t j = touches the quadric Q 2 when — bubjj — 
0. Thus 2 vanishes when a polar tetrahedron of Qi has its edges touching Q 2 . 

It is clear that the invariants Ok are bihomogeneous of degree (k, n + 1 — i) 
in coefficients of A and B. We can consider them as invariants of the group 
SL(n+l) acting on the product of two copies of the space of square symmetric 
matrices of size n + 1. One can prove that the n + 1 invariants form a 
complete system of polynomial invariants of two symmetric matrices. This 
means that the polynomials 0, generate the algebra of invariant polynomials 
(see [578], p. 304). 

One can use the invariants 0j to express different mutual geometric proper- 
ties of two quadrics. We refer to [535] for many examples. We give only one 
example. 
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Theorem 2.3.12 Two quadrics touch each other if and only if 

j = D(e ,...,e n+1 ) = o, 

where D is the discriminant of a binary form of degree n + 1. 

Proof This follows from the description of the tangent space of the discrimi- 
nant hypersurface of quadratic forms. The line defining the pencil of quadrics 
generated by the two quadrics does not intersect the discriminant hypersurface 
transversally if and only if one of quadrics in the pencil is of corank > 2, or one 
of the quadrics has a singular point at the base locus of the pencil (see (1.45)). 
In the case of pencils the first condition implies the second one. Thus the con- 
dition for tangency is that one of the roots of the equation det(io^4 + t±B) = 
is a multiple root. □ 

The invariant J is called the tact-invariant of two quadrics. 1 Note that two 
quadrics touch each other if and only if their intersection has a singular point. 

Corollary 2.3.13 The degree of the hypersurface of quadrics in P™ touching 
a given nonsingular quadric is equal to n(n + 1). 

Proof This follows from the known property of the discriminant of a binary 
form 53i=o a ^o ~ l ~t\' ^ we assign the degree (d — i, i) to each coefficient a*, 
then the total degree of the discriminant is equal to d(d — 1). This can be 
checked, for example, by computing the discriminant of the form + a dtf, 
which is equal to d d aQ~ 1 a^f~ 1 (see [238], p. 406). In our case, each 0fc has 
bidegree (n + 1 — k. k), and we get that the total bidegree is equal to (n(n + 
1), n(n + 1)). Fixing one of the quadrics, we obtain the asserted degree of the 
hypersurface. □ 



2.3.3 Invariants of a pair of conies 

In this case we have four invariants Oo,Oi, 02,63, which are traditionally 
denoted by A, 0, 0', A', respectively. 
The polynomials 

(R ,R 1 ,R 2 ,R 3 ) = (ee',AA',6' 3 A,e 3 A') 

are bihomogeneous of degrees (3, 3), (3, 3), (6, 6), (6, 6). They define a ra- 
tional map P 5 x P 5 — » P(l, 1, 2, 2). We have the obvious relation RqRi - 
R2R3 = 0. After dehomogenization, we obtain rational functions 

X = Ri/Rq, Y = R2/R0, Z = Rs/Rq 

1 The terminology is due to A. Cayley, taction = tangency. 
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y = e'A/e 2 , z = eA'/e' 2 

generate the field of rational invariants of pairs of conies (see [534], p. 280). 
The polynomials Rq, Ri, R 2 , R3 generate the algebra of bihomogeneous in- 
variants on P 5 x P 5 with respect to the diagonal action of SL(4) and the GIT- 
quotient is isomorphic to the rational surface V(t^ti — £2*3) in the weighted 
projective space P(l, 1, 2, 2). The surface is a normal surface with one singular 
point [0, 1, 0, 0] of type A 2 . The singular point corresponds to a unique orbit 
of a pair of nonsingular conies (C, S) such that C v is apolar to S and S v is 
apolar to C. It is represented by the pair 

4 + 1\ + 4 = 0, t 2 + et\ + e 2 t 2 = 0, 

where e = e 27 ™/ 3 . The stabilizer subgroup of this orbit is a cyclic group of 
order 3 generated by a cyclic permutation of the coordinates. 

Recall that the GIT-quotient parameterizes minimal orbits of semi-stable 
points. In our case, all semi-stable points are stable, and unstable points corre- 
spond to a pairs of conies, one of which has a singular point on the other conic. 

Using the invariants A, 0, 0', A', one can express the condition that the two 
conies are Poncelet related. 

Theorem 2.3.14 Let C and S be two nonsingular conies. A triangle inscribed 
in C and circumscribing S exists if and only if 

6' 2 -49A' = 0. 

Proof Suppose there is a triangle inscribed in C and circumscribing S. Ap- 
plying a linear transformation, we may assume that the vertices of the triangle 
are the points [1,0,0], [0, 1,0] and [0,0, 1] and C = F(Vi + *o*2 + *i*2)-Let 
S = V{g), where 

g = at 2 + bt\ + ct\ + 2dt Q ti + 2et t 2 + 2ft x t 2 . (2.19) 

The triangle circumscribes S when the points [1, 0, 0], [0, 1, 0], [0, 0, 1] lie on 
the dual conic S. This implies that the diagonal entries be— f 2 ,ac—e 2 , ab — d 2 
of the matrix adj(_B) are equal to zero. Therefore, we may assume that 



g = aHl + ft\ + ~y 2 4 - 2a[3t h - 2a-ft t 2 - 2^1^ • (2.20) 
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We get 



6' = Tr 



( 



1 1 

1 1 
1 1 




' 

2a 7 /3 2 





2(3 1 a 2 




4a/37(a + /3 + 7), 




(a + /3 + 7 ) 2 , 



A' = 



4(a/3 7 ) 2 



This checks that 6' 2 - 46A' = 0. 

Let us prove the sufficiency of the condition. Take a tangent line £\ to S 
intersecting C at two points x, y and consider tangent lines £2, £3 to S passing 
through x and y, respectively. The triangle with sides £ \ , £2 , £3 circumscribes 
S and has two vertices on C. Choose the coordinates such that this triangle 
is the coordinate triangle. Then, we may assume that C = V(ai^ + 2tot± + 
2tit 2 + 2t t 2 ) and S = V(g), where g is as in (2.20). Computing 6' 2 - 46A' 
we find that it is equal to zero if and only if a = 0. Thus the coordinate triangle 
is inscribed in C. □ 

Darboux's Theorem is another example of a poristic statement, with respect 
to the property of the existence of a polygon inscribed in one conic and cir- 
cumscribing the other conic. Another example of a poristic statement is one of 
the equivalent properties of a pair of conies from Proposition 2.3.8: Given two 
nonsingular conies C and S, there exists a polar triangle of C inscribed in S, 
or, in other words, C is apolar to S. 

Recall from Theorem 1.1.9 that any projective automorphism of P" = \E\ 
is a composition of two polarities <fi, i/j : \E\ — > \E W \. 

Proposition 2.3.15 Let C and S be two different nonsingular conies and 
g G Aut(P 2 ) be the composition of the two polarities defined by the conies. 
Then g is of order 3 if and only if C and S are mutually apolar. 

Proof Let A, B be symmetric 3x3 matrices corresponding to C and S. The 
conies C and S are mutually apolar if and only if Tr(Ai? _1 ) = Tr(i?y4 _1 ) 
= 0. The projective transformation g is given by the matrix X = AB^ 1 . 
This transformation is of order 3 if and only if the characteristic polynomial 
\X — A/3 1 of the matrix X has zero coefficients at A, A 2 . Since Ti(X) = 0, 
the coefficient at A 2 is equal to zero. The coefficient at A is equal to zero if 
and only if Tr(AT _1 ) = Tr(SA _1 ) = 0. Thus g is of order 3 if and only if 



T^AB^ 1 ) = TriBA- 1 ) = 0. 



□ 
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Remark 2.3.16 It is immediate that any set of mutually apolar conies is lin- 
early independent. Thus the largest number of mutually apolar conies is equal 
to six. The first example of a set of six mutually apolar conies was given by 
F. Gerbardi [240]. The following is a set of mutually apolar conies given by P. 
Gordan [255]: 

4 + et\ + e 2 t 2 2 = 0, 
to + ( 2 t\ + et\ = 0, 

r 2 (t 2 + t\ + t\) + rV3(toti + t t 2 + ht 2 ) = 0, 
r 2 {tl + t\ + t 2 2 ) + rVsi-toh - t t 2 + ht 2 ) = 0, 
r 2 (4 + 4 + 4) + rVsi-toh + t Q t 2 - ht 2 ) = 0, 
r 2 (4 + 4 + 4) + rV3(t h - t t 2 - ht 2 ) = 0, 

where r\ — e 2wl ^ 3 , r = ~v3+V-5 | These six quadrics play an important role 
in the theory of invariants of the Valentiner group G, the subgroup of PGL(4) 
isomorphic to the alternating group All such subgroups are conjugate in 
PGL(4) and one can choose one that acts in such way that the six mutually 
apolar conies given by the above equations are permuted. The group G admits 
a central extension G with the center of order 6 which lift the action of G to 
a linear action in C 3 . The group G is a complex reflection group in C 3 with 
the algebra of invariants generated by three polynomials of degrees 6, 12 and 
30. The invariant of degree 6 is the sum of cubes of the six mutually apolar 
quadratic forms. The invariant of degree 12 is their product. The invariant of 
degree 30 is also expressed in terms of the six quadratic forms but in a more 
complicated way (see [241], [255]). We refer to [247] for further discussion of 
mutually apolar conies. 

Consider the set of polar triangles of C inscribed in S. We know that this set 
is either empty or of dimension > 1. We consider each triangle as a set of its 
three vertices, i.e. as an effective divisor of degree 3 on S. 

Proposition 2.3.17 The closure X of the set of self-polar triangles with re- 
spect to C which are inscribed in S, if not empty, is a g^, i.e. a linear pencil of 
divisors of degree 3. 

Proof First we use that two self-polar triangles with respect to C and in- 
scribed in S which share a common vertex must coincide. In fact, the polar 
line of the vertex must intersect S at the vertices of the triangle. Then the as- 
sertion is proved using the argument from the proof of Proposition 2.2.4. □ 

Note that a general g\ contains four singular divisors corresponding to ram- 
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ification points of the corresponding map P 1 — > P 1 . In our case these divisors 
correspond to four intersection points of C and S. 

Another example of a poristic statement is the following. 

Theorem 2.3.18 Let T and T be two different triangles. The following as- 
sertions are equivalent: 

(i) there exists a conic S containing the vertices of the two triangles; 

(ii) there exists a conic E touching the sides of the two triangles; 
( Hi) there exists a conic C with polar triangles T and T'. 

Moreover, when one of the conditions is satisfied, there is an infinite number 
of triangles inscribed in S, circumscribed around E, and all of these triangles 
are polar triangles of C. 

Proof (iii)<*=> (ii) According to Proposition 1.3.9, a conic C admits T as a 
polar triangle if the conies in the dual plane containing the sides of the triangle 
are all apolar to C. If T and T' are polar triangles of C, then the two nets of 
conies passing through the sides of the first and the second triangle intersect 
in the 4-dimensional space of apolar conies. The common conic is the conic 
E from (ii). Conversely, if E exists, the two nets contain a common conic and 
hence are contained in a 4-dimensional space of conies in the dual plane. The 
apolar conic is the conic C from (iii). 

(iii)O- (i) This follows from the previous argument applying Corollary 2.1.4. 

Let us prove the last assertion. Suppose one of the conditions of the Theorem 
is satisfied. Then we have the conies C, S, E with the asserted properties with 
respect to the two triangles T, T' . By Proposition 2.3.17, the set of self-polar 
triangles with respect to C inscribed in S is a g\. By Proposition 2.2.4, the set 
of triangles inscribed in S and circumscribing E is also a 173. Two g|'s with 2 
common divisors coincide. □ 

Recall from Theorem 2.3.12 that the condition that two conies C and S 
touch each other is 

27A 2 A' 2 - 1866'AA' + 4A6' 3 + 4A'6 3 - 6' 2 6 2 = 0. (2.21) 

The variety of pairs of touching conies is a hypersurface of bidegree (6, 6) 
in P 5 x P 5 . In particular, conies touching a given conic is a hypersurface of 
degree 6 in the space of conies. This fact is used for the solution of the famous 
Apollonius problem in enumerative geometry: find the number of nonsingular 
conies touching five fixed general conies (see [230], Example 9.1.9). 

Remark 2.3.19 Choose a coordinate system such that C = V(t^ + t\ + t\). 
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Then the condition that S is Poncelet related to C with respect to triangles is 
easily seen to be equal to 

cj - cxc 3 = 0, 

where 

det(A - th) = {-tf + c!(-<) 2 + pa(-t) + c 3 

is the characteristic polynomial of a symmetric matrix A defining S. This is 
a quartic hypersurface in the space of conies. The polynomials c\, C2, C3 gen- 
erate the algebra of invariants of the group SO(3) acting on the space V = 
S 2 ( (C 3 ) v ) . If we use the decomposition V = H q ® Cg, where q = % + tf +t| 
and 7i g is the space of harmonic quadratic polynomials with respect to q, 
then the first invariant corresponds to the projection H q Cq — ► Cg. Let 
^2 : P 1 — * P 2 be the Veronese map with image equal to C. Then the pull-back 
map 

v * : V= H (¥ 2 ,O P 2(2)) -> ^(P 1 , O p i (4)) 

defines an isomorphism of the representation H q of SO(3) with the represen- 
tation S' 4 ((C 2 ) V ) of SL(2). Under this isomorphism, the invariants c 2 and c 3 
correspond to the invariants S and T on the space of binary quartics from Ex- 
ample 1.5.2. In particular, the fact that a harmonic conic is Poncelet related 
to C is equivalent to the corresponding binary quartic admiring an apolar bi- 
nary quadric. Also, the discriminant invariant of degree 6 of binary quartics 
corresponds to the condition that a harmonic conic touches C. 



2.3.4 The Salmon conic 

One can also look for covariants or contravariants of a pair of conies, that is, 
rational maps |C p2 (2)| x |C p2 (2)| —■> \0 P 2(d)\ or |C p2 (2)| x |C p2 (2)| —■> 
I C p2 (cZ) I v which are defined geometrically, i.e. not depending on a choice of 
projective coordinates. 

Recall the definition of the cross ratio of four distinct ordered points pi — 
[diM] on P 1 

o, \ (Pi -P2XP3 -Pa) 

R(PiP2;P3P4) = 7 77 7, (2.22) 

VPi -P3){P2 - Pa) 



where 



It is immediately checked that the cross ratio does not take the values 0, 1, 00. 
It does not depend on the choice of projective coordinates. It is also invariant 
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under a permutation of the four points equal to the product of two commut- 
ing transpositions. The permutation (12) changes R to —R/(l — R) and the 
permutation (23) changes R to 1/R. Thus there are at most six possible cross 
ratios for an ordered set of four points 

r, I.i-a, -J-, - ^1, 

R 1 ' 1 -R' R- 1' R 

The number of distinct cross ratios may be reduced to three or two. The first 
case happens if and only if one of them is equal to —1 (the other ones will 
be 2 and 1/2). The unordered set of four points in this case is called a har- 
monic quadruple. The second case happens when R satisfies R 2 + R + 1 = 0, 
i.e. R is one of two cubic roots of 1 not equal to 1. In this case we have an 
equianharmonic quadruple. 

If we identify the projective space of binary forms of degree 2 with the pro- 
jective plane, the relation (2.3) can be viewed as a symmetric hypersurface H 
of bidegree (1, 1) in P 2 x P 2 . In particular, it makes sense to speak about har- 
monically conjugate pairs of maybe coinciding points. We immediately check 
that a double point is harmonically conjugate to a pair of points if and only if 
it coincides with one of the roots of this form. 

We can extend the definition of the cross ratio to any set of points no three 
of which coincide by considering the cross ratios as the point 

R= [(P1-P2)(P3-P4),(P1-P8)(P2-P4)] eP 1 - (2-23) 

It is easy to see that two points coincide if and only if R = [0, 1], [1, 1], [1, 0]. 
This corresponds to R = 0, 1, oo. 

Two pairs of points {pi,P2} and {qi, (72} are harmonically conjugate in the 
sense of definition (2.3) if and only if R(p±qi; (72P2) = —1. To check this, we 
may assume that pi,p2 are roots of / = od\ + 2j3tot\ + ~ft\ and 171,(72 are 
roots of g = o!t\ + 2/3' toil + 7'if. where, for simplicity, we may assume that 
a, a' 7^ so that, in affine coordinates, the roots x, y of the first equations 
satisfy x + y = —2fl/a,xy — 7/a and similarly the roots of the second 
equation x', y' satisfy x' + y' = — 2(3' /a' , x'y' = /a'. Then 

u( f f n {x-x')(y'-y) 

R[xx yy) = j^-, r = -1 

{x - y')(x' - y) 

if and only if 

(x - x'){y' -y) + (x- y'){x' - y) = (x + y)(x' + y') - 2xy - 2x'y 
= W _ 27 _ 2Y = 2 aV + a' 7 -2fi3' = Q 
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So we see that the two pairs of roots form a harmonic quadruple if and only if 
(2.3) holds. 

The expression cry' + a'j — 2(3(3" is an invariant of a pair (/, g) of binary 
quadratic forms. It is equal to the coefficient at t for the discriminant of / + tg. 
It is analogous to the invariants G and 0' for a pair of conies. 

The Salmon conic associated to a pair of conies C and C is defined to be 
the locus S(C, C) of points x in P 2 such that the pairs of the tangents through 
x to C and to C are harmonically conjugate. Note that it makes sense even 
when x lies on one of the conies. In this case one considers the corresponding 
tangent as the double tangent. 

Let A be a square symmetric 3 x 3-matrix. The entries of the adjugate matrix 
adj (A) are quadratic forms in the entries of A. By polarization, we obtain 

adj(A A + X\B) = A^adj(A) + A Aiadj(A B) + A 2 adj( J B), 

where (A, B) — > adj (A, B) is a bilinear function of A and B. 

Theorem 2.3.20 Let C = V(q), C = V(q'), where q and q' are quadratic 
forms defined by symmetric matrices A — iflij) and B = (by). Then the 
Salmon conic S(C, C) is defined by the matrix adj (adj [A) , adj(B)). 

Proof By duality, the pencil of lines through a point x = [x ,Xi,x 2 ] cor- 
responds to the line £ x = V(x n u + X\Ui + x 2 u 2 ) in the dual plane with 
dual coordinates uq 7 ui 7 u 2 - Without loss of generality, we may assume that 
x 2 — — 1. Let C v , C" v be the dual conies defined by the matrices adj (A) = 
(Aij),adj(B) = (Bij). The intersection of the line £ x with C v is equal to two 
points [uq, Ui, xoiio + x\Ui] such that 

(A 00 + A 02 x + A 22 x 2 )ul + (A n + A 12 x x + A 22 x\)u\ 

+2( J 4 22 a;oti + A 02 xx + A u x + A i)u "i = 0. 

Replacing A with B, we get the similar formula for the intersection of £ with 
C" v . The intersection points [uq, u%, xoUq + xiUi) correspond to the tangent 
lines to C and C passing through the point x. By (2.3), they are harmonically 
conjugate if and only if 

(A 00 + A 02 x + A 22 xl)(B n + B 12 x x + B 22 x\) 

+(B ao + B 02 x + B 22 xl)(A xl + A 12 x x + A 22 x\) 

~2(A 22 x t 1 + A 02 xi + Ai 2 x + A( 31 )(B 22 x xi + B 02 xi + Bi 2 x + B i) = 0. 
This gives the equation of the Salmon conic S(C,C): 

(A 22 Bii + A11B22 - 2A 12 B 12 )x% + (A00B22 + A22B00 - 2Ao 2 B 02 )x 2 1 
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+{A m B 11 +A 11 B m ~2AQ 1 B 01 )x 2 +2(Aa2B 1 2+A 1 2B 2~A22Bo2-A m B 2 2)xc l x 1 
+2(A 02 B 11 + - A 12 B 01 - A 01 B 12 )x x2 

+2{A oB 12 + A 12 B 00 - A 02 B 01 - A 01 B 2)x 1 x 2 = 0. 

It is easy to see that the symmetric matrix defining this quadratic form is equal 
toadj(adj(A),adj(B)). □ 

Let S(C, C) = V(s). Consider the pencil generated by C v and C" v . In 
matrix notation, it is equal to the pencil of matrices adj(A) + tadj(B). The 
dual conies of this pencil form a quadratic family of conies defined by the 
matrices adj(adj(A) + tadj(B)) = \A\A + tS + t 2 \B\B, where S is the ma- 
trix defining the Salmon conic. Its members are tangent to the quartic curve 
V(s 2 — 4:\A\\B\qq'). Since the members of the linear pencil pass through the 
four points C v n C" v , all members of the quadratic family are tangent to the 
four common tangents of C and C . Thus 

V(s 2 - i\A\\B\qq') = V{hhhh), (2.24) 

where V(li) are the common tangents. This implies the following remarkable 
property of the Salmon conic. 

Theorem 2.3.21 Let C and C be two conies such that the dual conies inter- 
sect at four distinct points representing the four common tangents of C and S. 
Then the eight tangency points lie on the Salmon conic associated with C and 

a. 

Here is another proof of the theorem that does not use (2.24). Let x be a 
point where the Salmon conic meets C. Then the tangent line I through x to 
C represents a double line in the harmonic pencil formed by the four tangents 
through x to C and S. As we remarked before, the conjugate pair of lines must 
contain I, Thus I is a common tangent to C and S and hence x is one of the 
eight tangency points. Conversely, the argument is reversible and shows that 
every tangency point lies on the Salmon conic. 

The Salmon conic represents a covariant of pairs of conies. A similar con- 
struction gives a contravariant conic in the dual plane, called the Salmon enve- 
lope conic S'(C, C"). It parameterizes lines which intersect the dual conies C 
and C at two pairs of harmonically conjugate points. We leave it to the reader 
to show that its equation is equal to 

(022^11 + «ii&22 - 2a 12 b 12 )ul + (a 00 b 22 + a 22 b 00 - 2a 02 bo 2 )u\ 
+(aoofrn + an^oo ~ 2a i&oi)w2 + 2 (a 2^i2 + 012^02 - 022^02 - a 02 b 22 )u ui 
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+2(a 02 b 11 + a n b a2 - a 12 b 01 - a 01 b 12 )u u 2 

+2(a ofei2 + ai2^oo - a 02 b i - a ib 02 )uiu 2 = 0. 

If we write S'(C,C) = V(s'), we find, as above, that V(s' 2 - q v g' v ) is 
equal to the union of four lines corresponding to intersection points of C n C . 
This implies that the Salmon envelope conic passes through the eight points 
corresponding to the eight tangents of C and C at the intersection points. 

The equation of the Salmon conic is greatly simplified if we simultaneously 
diagonalize the quadrics q and q' defining C and C . Assume q = t\ + t\ + 

q' = aig + bt\ + ct 2 . Then the equation of S(C, C) becomes 

a(b + c)<q + b(c + a)t\ + c(a + b)t\ = 0, 

and the equation of S'(C, C) becomes 

(b + c)ul + (c + a)u\ + (a + b)u\ = 0. 

By passing to the dual conic, we see that the dual conic S'(C, C") v is different 
from S(C, C). Its equation is 

(a + c)(a + b)t 2 + (a + b)(b + c)t\ + (a + b)(b + c)t| = 0. 

It can be expressed as a linear combination of the equations of C, C and 

S(C, C) 

(a+c)(a+b)tl+(a+b)(b+c)t\+(a+b)(b+c)tl = {ab+bc+ac){tl+tl+t 2 2 ) 

+(a + b + c)(atl + bt\ + ctj) - (a(b + c)tg + b(c + a)t\ + c(a + b)t 2 2 ). 

Remark 2.3.22 The full system of covariants, and contravariants of a pair of 
conies is known (see [257], p. 286. ) The curves C,C ,S'(C,C), the Jaco- 
bian of C, C , and S(C, C) generate the algebra of covariants over the ring 
of invariants. The envelopes C v , C*' v , S'(C, C), the Jacobian C* v , C" v , and 
S'(C, C") generate the algebra of contravariants. 



Exercises 

2.1 Let E be a vector space of even dimension n = 2k over a field K of character- 
istic and (ei, . . . , e„) be a basis in _B. Let lo = Yli<j a ij e i A ej £ /\ 2 i? v and 
^4 = (fflij)i<i<j<n be the skew-symmetric matrix defined by the coefficients dij. Let 
/\ fe (w) = a; A ■ • ■ A w = afclei A ■ ■ ■ A e n for some a £ F. The element a is called the 
pfaffian of A and is denoted by Pf(-A). 
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(i) Show that 

Pf(A) = ^ e(5) J] °«. 

ses (»,j)6S 

where S is a set of pairs (ii, ji), . . . , {ik,jk) such that 1 < i s < j s < 2fc, s = 
1, . . . , k, {ii, . . . , ik, ji, ■ ■ ■ ,jk} = {1, . . . , n}, S is the set of such sets S, 
e(S) = 1 if the permutation (ii, ji, . . . ,i k , j k ) is even and — 1 otherwise. 

(ii) Compute Pf(A) when n = 2, 4, 6. 

(iii) Show that, for any invertible matrix C, 

PfCC-A-C) = det(C)Pf(A). 

(iv) Using (iii) prove that 

det(A) = Pf(,4) 2 . 

(iv) Show that 

n 

Pf(A) = YX-l) i+i - 1 Vf(A ii )a ij , 

where Aij is the matrix of order n — 2 obtained by deleting the i-th and j-th rows 
and columns of A. 

(v) Let B be a skew-symmetric matrix of odd order 2k — 1 and Bi be the matrix 
of order 2k — 2 obtained from B by deleting the i-th row and i-th column. Show 
that the vector (Pf(Si), . . . , (~-l) i+1 Pf(Bi), Pf(S 2 fc-i)) is a solution of the 
equation B ■ x = 0. 

(vi) Show that the rank of a skew- symmetric matrix A of any order n is equal to 
the largest m such that there exist ii < . . . < i m such that the matrix Ai 1 ...i m 
obtained from A by deleting ij-th rows and columns, j = 1, . . . , m, has nonzero 
pfaffian . 

2.2 Let V = ^(P 2 ) be a Veronese surface in P 5 , considered as the space of conies in 
P 2 . 

(i) Let A be a plane in P 5 and A/a be the net of conies in P 2 cut out by hyperplanes 
containing A. Show that A is a trisecant plane if and only if the set of base points 
of A/a consists of > 3 points (counting with multiplicities). Conversely, a net of 
conies through three points defines a unique trisecant plane. 

(ii) Show that the nets of conies with two base points, one of them is infinitely near, 
forms an irreducible divisor in the variety of trisecant planes. 

(iii) Using (ii), show that the anticanonical divisor of degenerate triangles is irre- 
ducible. 

(iv) Show that the trisecant planes intersecting the Veronese plane at one point (cor- 
responding to net of conies with one base point of multiplicity 3) define a smooth 
rational curve in the boundary of the variety of self-polar triangles. Show that this 
curve is equal to the set of singular points of the boundary. 

2.3 Let U C (P 2 ) (3) be the subset of the symmetric product of P 2 parameterizing the 
sets of three distinct points. For each set Z £ U let Lz be the linear system of conies 
containing Z. Consider the map / : U -> G 2 (P 5 ), Z <-> L z C |C? P a (2)|. 



(i) Consider the divisor D in U parameterizing sets of 3 distinct collinear points. 
Show that /(D) is a closed subvariety of G2(P 5 ) isomorphic to P 2 . 



EXERCISES 



123 



(ii) Show that the map / extends to the Hilbert scheme (P 2 )' 3 ' of 0-cycles Z with 

h°(O z ) = 3. 

(iii) Show that the closure D of tt~ 1 (D) in the Hilbert scheme is isomorphic to a 
P 3 -bundle over P 2 and the restriction of / to D is the projection map to its base. 

(iv) Define the map / : V — » |C P 2 (2)|, which assigns to a point in the fiber p~ 1 (Z) 
the corresponding conic in the net of conies though Z. Show that the fiber of / over 
a nonsingular conic C is isomorphic to the Fano variety of self-polar triangles of 
the dual conic C v . 

(v) Let V a — / _1 (D2(2)) be the preimage of the hypersurface of singular conies. 
Describe the fibres of the projections p : V s -> (P 2 ) [3] and / : V s -> D 2 (2). 

2.4 Identify P with its image under a Veronese map h>2 '■ P — > P . 

(i) Show that any involution of P 1 (i.e. an automorphism of order 2) coincides with 
the involution of the Veronese conic obtained by projection from a point not lying 
on the conic (called the center of the involution). 

(ii) Show that two involutions of P 1 without common fixed points commute if and 
only if the two pairs of fixed points are harmonically conjugate. 

(iii) Show that the product of three involutions is an involution if their centers are 
collinear (J. Valles). The converse is known for any number of involutions. 

2.5 Prove that two unordered pairs {a, b}, {c, d} of points in P 1 are harmonically con- 
jugate if and only if there is an involution of P 1 with fixed points a, b that switches c 
and d. 

2.6 Prove the following Hesse 's Theorem. If two pairs of opposite vertices of a quadri- 
lateral are each conjugate for a conic, then the third pair is also conjugate. Such a 
quadrilateral is called a Hesse quadrilateral. Show that four lines form a polar quadri- 
lateral for a conic if and only if it is a Hesse quadrilateral. 

2.7 A tetrad of points pi,P2,P3, Pa in the plane is called self-conjugate with respect to 
a nonsingular conic if no three points are collinear and the pole of each side p[p] lies 
on the opposite side pkpl. 

(i) Given two conjugate triangles, show that the vertices of one of the triangles to- 
gether with the center of perspectivity form a self-conjugate tetrad. 

(ii) Show that the four lines with poles equal to pi , p 2 , P3 , Pa form a polar quadrilat- 
eral of the conic and any nondegenerate polar quadrilateral is obtained in this way 
from a self-conjugate tetrad. 

(iii) Show that any polar triangle of a conic can be extended to a polar quadrilateral. 

2.8 Extend Darboux's Theorem to the case of two tangent conies. 

2.9 Show that the secant lines of a Veronese curve R m in P m are parameterized by the 
surface in the Grassmannian Gi(P m ) isomorphic to P 2 . Show that the embedding of 
P 2 into the Grassmannian is given by the Schwarzenberger bundle. 

2.10 Let U be a 2-dimensional vector space. Use the construction of curves of degree 
n — 1 Poncelet related to a conic to exhibit an isomorphism of linear representations 

A 2 (S n U) and S n_1 (S 2 t/) of SL(U). 

2.11 Assume that the pencil of sections of the Schwarzenberger bundle S n ,c has no 
base points. Show that the Poncelet curve associated to the pencil is nonsingular at a 
point x defined by a section s from the pencil if and only if the scheme of zeros Z(s) 
is reduced. 
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2.12 Find a geometric interpretation of vanishing of the invariants O, <d' from (2.16) in 
the case when C or S is a singular conic. 

2.13 Let pi,p2,ps, Pi be four distinct points on a nonsingular conic C. Show that the 
triangle with the vertices A = pips n P2PI, B = p\p2 PI papi and C = pipi H P2P3 
is a self-conjugate triangle with respect to C. 

2.14 Show that two pairs {a, b}, {c, d} of points in P 1 with a common point are nver 
harmonically conjugate. 

2.15 Let (a, b, c, d) be a quadrangle in P 2 , and p, q be the intersection points of two 
pairs of opposite sides ab, cd and be, ad. Letp', q be the intersection points of the line 
pq with the diagonals ac and bd. Show that the pairs (p, q) and (p , q') are harmonically 
conjugate . 

2.16 Show that the pair of points on a diagonal of a complete quadrilateral defined by its 
sides is harmonically conjugate to the pair of points defined by intersection with other 
two diagonals. 

2.17 Show that a general net of conies admits a common polar quadrangle. 

2.18 Show that four general conies admit a unique common polar quadrangle. 

2.19 Find the condition on a pair of conies expressing that the associate Salmon conic 
is degenerate. 

2.20 Show that the triangle formed by any three tangents to two general conies is in 
perspective with any three of common points. 

2.21 Show that the set of 2n + 2 vertices of two self-polar (n + l)-hedra of a quadric 
in P n impose one less condition on quadrics. In particular, two self-polar triangles lie 
on a conic, two self-polar tetrahedra are the base points of a net of quadrics. 

2.22 A hexad of points in P 3 is called self-conjugate with respect to a nonsingular 
quadric if no four are on the plane and the pole of each plane spanned by three points 
lies on the plane spanned by the remaining three points.. Show that the quadric admits a 
nondegenerate polar hexahedron whose planes are polar planes of points in the hexad. 
Conversely, any nondegenerate polar hexahedron of the quadric is obtained in this way 
from a self-conjugate tetrad. 

2.23 Show that the variety of sums of five powers of a nonsingular quadric surface is 
isomorphic to the variety of self-conjugate pentads of points in P 3 . 

2.24 Consider 60 Pascal lines associated with a hexad of points on a conic. Prove the 
following properties of the lines. 

(i) There are 20 points at which three of Pascal lines intersect, called the Steiner 
points. 

(ii) The 20 Steiner points lie on 15 lines, each containing four of the points (the 
Pliicker lines). 

(iii) There are 60 points each contained in three Pliicker lines (the Kirkman points). 

2.25 Prove the following generalization of Pascal's Theorem. Consider the 12 intersec- 
tion points of a nonsingular quadric surface Q with six edges of a tetrahedron T with 
vertices pi,P2,P3,P4- For each vertex pi choose one of the 12 points on each edge 
PiPj and consider the plane Aj spanned by these three points. Show that the four lines 
in which each of these four planes meats the opposite face of the tetrahedron are rulings 
of a quadric. This gives 32 quadrics associated to the pair (T, Q) [95], p. 400, [21], v. 
3, Ex. 15, [492], p. 362. 

2.26 Let Bo, . • . , O4 be the invariants of a pair of quadric surfaces. 
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(i) Show that the five products &2, 6o€>4, 6163, &1&4, 6360 generate the algebra 
of invariants of bidegrees (m, n) with m = n, 

(ii) Show that the GIT-quotient of ordered pairs of quadrics by the group SL(4) 
is isomorphic to the hypersurface of degree 6 in the weighted projective space 
P(l, 2, 2, 3, 3) given by the equation titl - t 3 t 4 = 0. 

(iii Show that the GIT-quotient has a singular line and its general point corresponds 
to the orbit of the pair V(£)ti), V((*o - t\) + a{t\ - i§)). 



Historical Notes 

There is a great number of books dealing with the analytic geometry of conies. 
The most comprehensive source for the history of the subject is Coolidge's 
book [126]. Many facts and results about real conies treated in a synthetic way 
can be found in text-books in projective geometry. Coxeter's small book [133] 
is one of the best. 

The theory of polarity for conies goes back to Poncelet [450]. Polar trian- 
gles and tetrahedra of a conic and a quadric surface were already studied by 
P. Serret [527]. In particular, he introduced the notion of a self-conjugate tri- 
angles, quadrangles and pentagons. They were later intensively studied by T. 
Reye [459], [464] and R. Sturm [550], B. 3. The subject of their study was 
called the Polarraum, i.e. a pair consisting of a projective space together with 
a nonsingular quadric. 

Pascal's Theorem was discovered by B. Pascal in 1639 when he was 16 years 
old [429] but not published until 1779 [429]. It was independently rediscovered 
by C. MacLaurin in 1720 [372]. A large number of results about the geometry 
and combinatorics of 60 Pascal lines assigned to six points on a conic have 
been discovered by J. Steiner, J. Kirkman, A. Cayley, G. Salmon, L. Cremona 
and others. A good survey of these results can be found in Note 1 in Baker's 
book [21], v.2, and Notes in Salmon's book [489]. We will return to this in 
Chapter 9. 

Poncelet's Closure Theorem which is the second part of Darboux's Theorem 
2.2.2 was first discoverd by J. Poncelet himself [450]. We refer the reader to 
the excellent account of the history of the Poncelet related conies in [49]. A 
good elementary discussion of Poncelet's Theorem and its applications can be 
found in Flatto's book [221]. Other elementary and non-elementary treatments 
of the Poncelet properties and their generalizations can be found in [26], [27], 
[117], [119], [264], [265]. 

The relationship between Poncelet curves and vector bundles is discussed in 
[575], [407], [576], [580]. The Schwarzenberger bundles were introduced in 
[506]. We followed the definition given in [177]. The papers [395] and [297], 
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[298] discuss the compactification of the variety of conjugate triangles. The 
latter two papers of N. Hitchin also discuss an interesting connection with 
Painleve equations. 

The notion of the apolarity of conies is due to T. Reye [462]. However, 
J. Rosanes [477] used this notion before under the name conjugate conies. 
In the same paper he also studied the representation of a conic as a sum of 
four squares of linear forms. The condition (2.8) for conjugate conies was first 
discovered by O. Hesse in [289]. He also proved that this property is poristic. 
The condition for Poncelet relation given in terms of invariants of a pair of 
conies (Theorem 2.3.14) was first discovered by A. Cayley [76], [81]. 

The theory of invariants of two conies and two quadric surfaces was first 
developed by G. Salmon (see [489], [491], vol. 1). The complete system of in- 
variants, covariants and contravariants of a pair of conies was given by J. Grace 
and A. Young [257]. R Gordan has given a complete system of 580 invariants, 
covariants and contravariants of a pair of quadric surfaces [254]. Later H.W. 
Turnbull was able to reduce it to 123 elements [577]. In series of papers by J. 
Todd one can find further simplifications and more geometric interpretations 
of the system of combinants of two quadric surfaces [571], [572]. A good ex- 
positions of the theory of invariants can be found in Sommerville's and Todd's 
books [535], [573]. The latter book contains many examples and exercises, 
some of which were borrowed here. 

Chasles' Theorem 2.3.4 about the covariant quadric was proven by him in 
[92] and reproved later by N. Ferrers [217] . A special case was known earlier 
to E. Bobillier [45]. Chasles' generalization of Pascal's Theorem to quadric 
surfaces can be found in [95]. Baker's book [21], v. 3, gives a good exposition 
of polar properties of quadric surfaces. 

The proof of Theorem 2.3.21 is due to J. Coolidge [126], Chapter VI, §3. 
The result was known to G. von Staudt [538] (see [126], p. 66) and can be also 
found in Salmon's book on conies [489], p. 345. Although Salmon writes in the 
footnote on p. 345 that "I believe that I was the first to direct the attention to the 
importance of this conic in the theory of two conies", this conic was already 
known to Ph. La Hire [351] (see [126], p. 44 ). In Sommerville's book [534], 
the Salmon conic goes under the name harmonic conic-locus of two conies. 
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3.1 Equations 

3.1.1 Elliptic curves 

There are many excellent expositions of the theory of elliptic curves from their 
many aspects: analytical, algebraic and arithmetical (a short survey can be 
found in Hartshorne's book [281], Chapter IV). We will be brief here. 

Let X be a nonsingular projective curve of genus 1. By Riemann-Roch, for 
any divisor D of degree d > 1, we have dim_ff°(X, Ox(D)) = d. If d > 2, 
the complete linear system \D\ defines an isomorphism X — > C, where C is 
a curve of degree d in P^ 1 (called an elliptic normal curve of degree d). If 
d = 2, the map is of degree 2 onto P 1 . The divisor classes of degree are 
parameterized by the Jacobian variety iac(X) isomorphic to X. Fixing a point 
Xq on X, the group law on Jac(X) transfers to a group law on X by assigning 
to a divisor class D of degree the divisor class + x of degree 1 represented 
by a unique point on X. The group law becomes 

x ® y = z G | a; + y — xq\. (3.1) 

The translation automorphisms of X act transitively on the set Pic d (X) of 
divisor classes of degree d. This implies that two elliptic normal curves are 
isomorphic if and only if they are projectively equivalent. In the case d = 2, 
this implies that two curves are isomorphic if and only if the two sets of four 
branch points of the double cover are projectively equivalent. 

In this Chapter we will be mainly interested in the case d = 3. The image 
of X is a nonsingular plane cubic curve. There are two known normal forms 
for its equation. The first one is the We iers trass form and the second one is the 
Hesse form. We will deal with the Hesse form in the next Subsection. Let us 
start with the Weierstrass form. 

By Proposition 1.1.17, C = V(f) has an inflection point po- Without loss of 
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generality, we may assume that p = [0, 0, 1] and the inflection tangent line at 
this point has the equation to = 0. The projection from po is the double cover 
C — > P 1 . It has ramification branch points, the intersection points of C with 
the first polar. There are four tangent lines to C containing p . One of them is 
V(to). The first polar V( JJ£) of the point p a is a singular conic that intersects 
C at the tangency points of the four tangents, we immediately obtain that it 
consists of the line V(t ) and a line V(t 2 + at\ + bto) not passing through the 
point po- Changing the coordinates, we may assume that the line is equal to 
V(t 2 ). Now the equation of C takes the form 

t tj + at\ + pt{t + + 5t% = 0, 

where a/0. Replacing t\ with t\ + £^to, and scaling the coordinates, we 
may assume that a = 1 and (3 = 0. This gives us the Weierstrass equation of a 
nonsingular cubic: 

to4 + 4 + atrfl + btl = 0. (3.2) 

It is easy to see that C is nonsingular if and only if the polynomial x 3 + ax + b 
has no multiple roots, or, equivalently, its discriminant A = 4a 3 + 27b 2 is not 
equal to zero. 

Two Weierstrass equations define isomorphic elliptic curves if and only if 
there exists a projective transformation transforming one equation to another. 
It is easy to see that it happens if and only if (a', (3') = (A 3 a, A 2 /3) for some 
nonzero constant A. This can be expressed in terms of the absolute invariant 

^ 2633 4o4W- (33) 
Two elliptic curves are isomorphic if and only if their absolute invariants are 
equal. 1 

The projection [to, ii,i2] >—* [to,ti] exhibits C as a double cover of P 1 . Its 
ramification points are the intersection points of C and its polar conic Vfotz). 
The cover has four branch points [1, A], [0, 1], where A 3 + aX + b = 0. The 
corresponding points [1, A, 0], and [0, 0, 1] on C are the ramification points. 
If we choose po = [0, 0, 1] to be the zero point in the group law on C, then 
2p ~ 2p for any ramification point p implies that p is a 2-torsion point. Any 
2-torsion point is obtained in this way. 

It follows from the above computation that any nonsingular plane cubic 
V(f) is projectively isomorphic to the plane cubic V(t\to + 1\ + at\t\ + bt$). 
The functions S : / i— > a/27,T : / 46 can be extended to the Aronhold 

1 The coefficient 1728 = 2 6 3 3 is needed to make this work in characteristic 2 and 3, otherwise 
j would not be defined for example when a = 1, b = in characteristic 2. 
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invariants S and T of degrees 4 and 6 of a ternary cubic form. The explicit 
expressions of S and T in terms of the coefficients of / are rather long and can 
be found in many places (e.g. [181], [490]). 

Fixing an order on the set of branch points, and replacing them by a projec- 
tively equivalent set, we may assume that the cubic polynomial x 3 + ax + b is 
equal to — x(x — l)(x — A). This gives an affine equation of C 

y 2 = x(x - 1)0 - A), 

called the Legendre equation. 

The number A is equal to the cross ratio R(qiq 2 \ (73(74) of the four ordered 
branch points ((71,(72,(73,94) = (0,A,l,oo). The absolute invariant (3.3) is 
expressed in terms of A to give the following formula: 

8 (A^A+1)3 
J 2 A2(A-1) 2 • (3 j 

Remark 3.1.1 For any binary form g(to,ti) of degree 4 without multiple 
zeros, the equation 

4 + g(to,h) = (3.5) 

defines an elliptic curve X in the weighted projective plane P(l, 1,2). The four 
zeros of g are the branch points of the projection X — > P 1 to the first two co- 
ordinates. So, every elliptic curve can be given by such an equation. The coef- 
ficients a, b in the Weierstrass equation are expressed in terms of the invariants 
S and T of binary quartics from Example 1.5.2. We have a — —4S, b = —AT. 
In particular. 

275(. 9 ) 3 



J 



S{gf - 27T( g y 



Definition 3.1.2 A nonsingular plane cubic V(f) with Weierstrass Equation 
(3.2) is called harmonic (resp. equianharmonic) ifb = (resp. a = 0). 

We leave it to the reader to prove the following. 

Theorem 3.1.3 Let C — V(f) be a nonsingular plane cubic and c be any 
point on C. The following conditions are equivalent. 

(i) C is a harmonic (resp. equianharmonic cubic). 

(ii) The absolute invariant j — 1728 (resp. j = 0). 

(Hi) The set of cross ratios of four roots of the polynomial io(^i + aii^o + 
Hq) is equal to {—1,2, |} (resp. consists of two primitive cube roots of 
-1). 
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(iv) The group of automorphisms of C leaving the point c invariant is a 
cyclic group of order 4 ( resp. 6). 

Note that C is a harmonic cubic if and only if the invariant T of degree on the 
space of binary quartic forms (1.82) vanishes on the binary form g in Equation 
(3.5). A quartic binary form on which T vanishes is called a harmonic binary 
quartic. We know that a binary form g is harmonic if and only if it admits an 
apolar binary quadratic form. One can check that this form is nondegenerate if 
and only if g has no multiple zeros. In this case it can be written as a sum of two 
powers of linear forms If + l\. This exhibits an obvious symmetry of order 4. 
Changing coordinates we can reduce the form to tg — t f = (ig + ii)(ig — tf). 
The pairs of zeros of the factors are harmonically conjugate pairs of points. 
This explains the name harmonic cubic. 

Theorem 3.1.3 gives a geometric interpretation for the vanishing of the 
quadratic invariant S (1.82) on the space of binary quartics. It vanishes if and 
only if there exists a projective transformation of order 3 leaving the zeros of 
a binary forms invariant. 

Another useful model of an elliptic curve is an elliptic normal quartic curve 
C in P 3 . There are two types of nondegenerate quartic curves in P 3 that differ 
by the dimension of the linear system of quadrics containing the curve. In 
terminology of classical algebraic geometry, a space quartic curve is of the^rsf 
species if the dimension is equal to 1, quartics of the second species are those 
which lie on a unique quadric. Elliptic curves are nonsingular quartics of the 
first species. The proof is rather standard (see, for example, [277]). By Lemma 
8.6. 1 from Chapter 8, we can write C as the intersection of two simultaneously 
diagonalized quadrics 



The pencil AQi + 11Q2 contains exactly four singular members corresponding 
to the parameters [—04, — 0, 1,2,3. The curve C is isomorphic to the 
double cover of P 1 branched over these four points. This can be seen in many 
ways. Later we will present one of them, a special case of Weil's Theorem on 
the intersection of two quadrics (the same proof can be found in Harris's book 
[277], Proposition 22.38). Changing a basis in the pencil of quadrics containing 
C, we can reduce the equations of C to the form 



3 3 




to + <i + 4 = *? + xt l + 4 = 0. 



(3.6) 



The absolute invariant of E is expressed via formula (3.4). 
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3.1.2 The Hesse equation 

Classical geometers rarely used Weierstrass equations. They preferred Hesse's 
canonical equations of cubic curves: 

4 + 4 + 4 + 6at *i*2 = 0. (3.7) 

Let us see that any nonsingular cubic can be reduced to this form by a linear 
change of variables. 

Since any tangent line at an inflection point intersects the curve with mul- 
tiplicity 3, applying (1.23), we obtain that the curve has exactly 9 inflection 
points. Using the group law on an elliptic cubic curve with an inflection point 
o as the zero, we can interpret any inflection point as a 3-torsion point. This 
of course agrees with the fact the group X[3] of 3-torsion points on an elliptic 
curve X is isomorphic to (Z/3Z) 2 . 

Let H be a subgroup of order 3 of X. Since the sum of elements of this 
group add up to 0, we see that the corresponding three inflection points p, q, r 
satisfy p + q + r ~ 3o. It is easy to see that the rational function on C with 
the divisor p + q + r — 3o can be obtained as the restriction of the rational 
function m(to,t\,t2)/lo(to,t\,t2), where V(m) defines the line containing 
the points p, q, r and V(/o) is the tangent to C at the point o. There are three 
cosets with respect to each subgroup H, Since the sum of elements in each 
coset is again equal to zero, we get 12 lines, each containing three inflection 
points. Conversely, if a line contains three inflection points, the sum of these 
points is zero, and it is easy to see that the three points forms a coset with 
respect to some subgroup H. Each element of (Z/3Z) 3 is contained in four 
cosets (it is enough to check this for the zero element). 

A triangle containing the inflection points is called an inflection triangle. 
There are four inflection triangles and the union of their sides is the set of 12 
lines from above. The configuration of 12 lines and 9 points, each line contains 
3 points, and each point lies on four lines is the famous Hesse arrangement of 
lines (123, 94). 

Consider the polar conic of an inflection point. It splits into the union of the 
tangent line at the point and another line, called the harmonic polar line of the 
inflection point. 

Lemma 3.1.4 Let x be a point on a nonsingular cubic C. Any line £ passing 
through x intersects C at points y, z which are harmonically conjugate to the 
pair x,w, where w is the intersection point of the line and the conic polar 
P X {C). 
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We will prove this property later in a more general case when C is a curve 
of degree d and x is its point of multiplicity (d — 2) (see Proposition 7.3.18). 

Proposition 3.1.5 Let a, b, c be three collinear inflection points. The har- 
monic polar lines of three inflection points on a line I intersect at the opposite 
vertex of the inflection triangle containing t. 

Proof Let A be the inflection triangle with side I containing the points a, b, c. 
Consider the three lines £j through a which join a with one of the inflection 
point Xi on the side of A. Let be the other inflection point on £j (lying on the 
other side). By the previous Lemma, the harmonic polar line intersects each l\ 
at a point yi such that the cross ratio R(ayi\ Uzi) is constant. This implies that 
the harmonic polar line is the line in the pencil of lines through the vertex that, 
together with the two sides and the line passing through a, make the same cross 
ratio in the pencil. Since the same is true for harmonic polar lines of the points 
b and c, we get the assertion. □ 

It follows from the previous Proposition that the nine harmonic polar lines 
intersect by three at 12 edges of the inflection triangles, and each vertex be- 
longs to four lines. This defines the dual Hesse arrangement of lines (94, 123). 
It is combinatorially isomorphic to the arrangement of lines in the dual plane 
which is defined from the Hesse line arrangement via duality. 

Now it is easy to reduce a nonsingular cubic curve C — V(f) to the Hesse 
canonical form. Choose coordinates such that one of the inflection triangles is 
the coordinate triangle. Let q be one of its vertices, say q = [1, 0, 0], and x be 
an inflection point on the opposite line V(to), Then P X (C) is the union of the 
tangent to C at x and the harmonic polar of x. Since the latter passes through 
q, we have P q 2 x (C) = P xq i (C) = 0. Thus the polar line P q 2 (C) intersects the 
line V(to) at three points. This can happen only if P q 2(C) — V(t ). Hence 
y{%i) = V(to) an d / nas no terms tkt\^tkt2- We can write 

/ = o*q + &*i + ct\ + dtot^. 

Since C is nonsingular, it is immediately checked that the coefficients a, b, c 
are not equal to zero. After scaling the coordinates, we arrive at the Hesse 
canonical form. 

It is easy to check, by taking partials, that the condition that the curve given 
by the Hesse canonical form is nonsingular is 

1 + 8a 3 ^ 0. (3.8) 
By reducing the Hesse equation to a Weierstrass forms one can express the 
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Aronhold invariants S, T and the absolute invariant j in terms of the parameter 
a in (3.7): 

S = a - a 4 , (3.9) 
T = 1 — 20a 3 — 8a 6 , (3.10) 

J= (l + 8a3)3 ■ (311) 



3.1.3 The Hesse pencil 

Since the cubic C and its four inflection triangles pass through the same set 
of nine points, the inflection points of C, they belong to a pencil of cubic 
curves. This pencil is called the Hesse pencil. It is spanned by C and one of 
the inflection triangles, say the coordinate triangle. Thus the Hesse pencil is 
defined by the equation 

X(4 + tl + 4) + nt tit 2 = 0. (3.12) 

Its base points are 

[0,1,-1], [0,1, -e], [0,1, -e 2 ], 
[1,0,-1], [1,0,-e 2 ], [1,0, -e], 
[1,-1,0], [l,-e,0], [l,-e 2 ,0], (3.13) 

where e = e 21 ™/ 3 . They are the nine inflection points of any nonsingular mem- 
ber of the pencil. The singular members of the pencil correspond to the values 
of the parameters 

(A,/x) = (0,l), (1,-3), (l,-3e), (l,-3e 2 ). 

The last three values correspond to the three values of a for which the Hesse 
equation defines a singular curve. 

Any triple of lines containing the nine base points belongs to the pencil and 
forms its singular member. Here they are: 

Vfo), V(ti), V(h), 
V(t + h + t 2 ), V(t + eh + e 2 t 2 ), V(t Q + e 2 h + eta), (3.14) 
V(t + eh + ta), V(t + e 2 h + e 2 t 2 ), V(t + h + ef 2 ), 
V(t + e 2 h + t 2 ), V(t + eh + et 2 ), V(t + h + e 2 t 2 ). 
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We leave to a suspicious reader to check that 

(to + h + t 2 )(t + eh + e 2 t 2 )(t + e 2 <i + et 2 ) = t\ + t\ +t\- 3i *it 2 , 
(t + eh + t 2 )(t + e 2 h + e 2 t 2 )(t a + h + et 2 ) = 4 + t\ + t\ - Setoff, 

(t + e 2 h + t 2 )(to + eti + et 2 )(to + h + e 2 t 2 ) = 4 + 4 + 4- 3e 2 t ht 2 . 

The 12 lines (3.14) and nine inflection points (3.13) form the Hesse configura- 
tion corresponding to any nonsingular member of the pencil. 

Choose [0,1,-1] to be the zero point in the group law on C. Then we can 
define an isomorphism of groups <fr : (Z/3Z) 2 — > X[3] by sending [1,0] to 
[0, 1, — e], [0, 1] to [1, 0, —1]. The points of the first row in (3.13) are the sub- 
group H generated by <j>([l, 0]). The points of the second row are the coset of 
H containing <j>([0, 1]). 

Remark 3.1.6 Note that, varying a in P 1 \ {— A, — |, — oo}, we obtain a 
family of elliptic curves X a defined by Equation (3.7) with a fixed isomor- 
phism <p a : (Z/3Z) 2 — > Xq,[3]. After blowing up the 9 base points, we obtain 
a rational surface 5(3) together with a morphism 

/ : S(3) -> P 1 (3.15) 

defined by the rational map P 2 ► P 1 , [*o,*i,*2] i-> [toht 2 , 4 + 4 + 4]. The 

fiber of / over a point (a, b) £ P 2 is isomorphic to the member of the Hesse 
pencil corresponding to (A, fi) = (—6, a). It is known that (3.15) is a modular 
family of elliptic curves with level 3, i.e. the universal object for the fine moduli 
space of pairs (X, <fi), where X is an elliptic curve and tj> : (Z/3Z) 2 — > X[3] is 
an isomorphism of groups. There is a canonical isomorphism P 1 = Y, where 
Y is the modular curve of level 3, i.e. a nonsingular compactification of the 
quotient of the upper half-plane Ti = {a + bi 6 C : b > 0} by the group 

r(3)={A=f° ^ GSL(2,Z) : A = I 3 mod 3}, 

which acts on TL by Mobius transformations z ^ cz+d - ^ e boundary of 
H/T(3) in Y consists of four points (the cusps). They correspond to the sin- 
gular members of the Hesse pencil. 



3.1.4 The Hesse group 

The Hesse group G 2 \o is the group of projective transformations which pre- 
serve the Hesse pencil of cubic curves. First, we see the obvious symmetries 
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generated by the transformations 



t : [t ,ti,t 2 ] 
a : [t , h,t 2 ] 



i — > 



i — > 



[to, e 3*l> C^fo] 

[h,to,ti]- 



They define a projective representation of the group (Z/3Z) 2 . 

If we fix the group law by taking the origin to be [0, 1, — 1], then r induces 
on each nonsingular fiber the translation automorphism by the point [0, 1, — e] 
and a is the translation by the point [1, 0, — 1]. 

Theorem 3.1.7 The Hesse group G 2W is a group of order 216 isomorphic to 
the semi-direct product 



where the action o/SL(2, F3) on (Z/3Z) 2 is the natural linear representation. 

Proof Let g e G 2 w- It transforms a member of the Hesse pencil to another 
member. This defines a homomorphism G216 — » Aut(P 1 ). An element of the 
kernel K leaves each member of the pencil invariant. In particular, it leaves 
invariant the curve V(totit 2 ). The group of automorphisms of this curve is 
generated by homotheties [to,ti,t 2 ] l— * [*o> ati,bt 2 ] and permutation of co- 
ordinates. Suppose a induces a homothety. Since it also leaves invariant the 
curve V(t\ + t\ + t 2 ), we must have 1 = a 3 = b 3 . To leave invariant a gen- 
eral member we also need that a 3 = b 3 = be. This implies that g belongs to 
the subgroup generated by the transformation a. An even permutation of co- 
ordinates belongs to a subgroup generated by the transformation r. The odd 
permutation ao : [to, *i , t 2 ] l_ * [to, t 2 ,ti] acts on the group of 3-torsion points 
of each nonsingular fiber as the negation automorphism x 1— ► —x. Thus we see 
that 



Now let I be the image of the group G216 in Aut(P 1 ). It acts by permuting 
the four singular members of the pencil and thus leaves the set of zeros of the 
binary form 



(Z/3Z) 2 x SL(2,F 3 ), 



K ^ (Z/3Z) 2 x (c7 ). 



A = (8t 3 + t 3 )t 



invariant. It follows from the invariant theory that this implies that H is a sub- 
group of 2I4. We claim that H = 2l 4 . Consider the projective transformations 
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given by the matrices 



01 = 





1 






£ 




(i 


£ 


1) 


CT 2 = £ 2 


£ 






£ 2 




\e 2 


£ 2 





The transformations Co , oi , 02 generate a subgroup isomorphic to the quater- 
nion group Qs with center generated by ao- The transformation 

o"3 : [toihih] !-* [e*o,*2,*i] 

satisfies 0-3 = cro. It acts by sending a curve C Q from (3.7) to C ea . It is easy 
to see that the transformations ai, 02,03, T generate the group isomorphic to 
SL(2, F3). Its center is (cro) an d the quotient by the center is isomorphic to 2I4. 
In other words, this group is the binary tetrahedral group. Note that the whole 
group can be generated by transformations tr, r, 00, o~\. □ 

Recall that a linear operator a e GL(_E) of a complex vector space E of 
dimension n + 1 is called a complex reflection if it is of finite order and the 
rank of a — id# is equal to 1 . The kernel of a — id# is a hyperplane in E, called 
the reflection hyperplane of a. It is invariant with respect to a and its stabilizer 
subgroup is a cyclic group. A complex reflection group is a finite subgroup G 
of GL(E) generated by complex reflections. One can choose a unitary inner 
product on E such that any complex reflection a from E can be written in the 
form 

s VtV : x h-> x + (77 — l)(x, 

where u is a vector of norm 1 perpendicular to the reflection hyperplane H v of 
a, and 77 is a nontrivial root of unity of order equal to the order of a. 

Recall the basic facts about complex reflection groups (see, for example, 
[537]): 

• The algebra of invariants S(E) G = C[fo, ■ ■ ■ , tn] G is freely generated by 
n + 1 invariant polynomials f , . . . , f n (geometrically, E/G = C" +1 ). 

• The product of degrees di of the polynomials /o, ...,/„ is equal to the order 
of G. 

• The number of complex reflections in G is equal to — 1). 

All complex reflections group were classified by G. Shephard and J. Todd 
[529]. There are five conjugacy classes of complex reflection subgroups of 
GL(3, C). Among them is the group G isomorphic to a central extension of 
degree 3 of the Hesse group. It is generated by complex reflections s v>r) of or- 
der 3, where the reflection line H v is one of the 12 lines (3.14) in P 2 and v is 



3.1 Equations 



137 



the unit normal vector (a, b, c) of the line V(ato + bti +ct<z). Note that each re- 
flection s„ jI? leaves invariant the hyperplanes with a normal vector orthogonal 
to v. For example, sm o,o),e leaves invariant the line V(to). This implies that 
each of the 12 complex reflections leaves the Hesse pencil invariant. Thus the 
image of G in PGL(3, C) is contained in the Hesse group. It follows from the 
classification of complex reflection groups (or could be checked directly, see 
[537]) that it is equal to the Hesse group and the subgroup of scalar matrices 
from G is a cyclic group of order 3. 

Each of the 12 reflection lines defines two complex reflections. This gives 24 
complex reflections in G. This number coincides with the number of elements 
of order 3 in the Hesse group and so there are no more complex reflections in 
G. Let di < d,2 < ^3 be the degrees of the invariants generating the algebra 
of invariants of G. We have d\ + d^ + d$ — 27, dic^Gfa = 648. This easily 
gives di = 6, c?2 = 9, d$ = 12. There are obvious reducible curves of degree 
9 and 12 in P 2 invariant with respect to G. The curve of degree 9 is the union 
of the polar harmonic lines. Each line intersects a nonsingular member of the 
pencil at nontrivial 2-torsion points with respect to the group law defined by 
the corresponding inflection point. The equation of the union of nine harmonic 
polar lines is 

f 9 = (4-4)(4-4)(t 3 1 -4) = o. (3.i6) 

The curve of degree 12 is the union of the 12 lines (3.14). Its equation is 

h2 = tottt 2 [27444 - (4 + 4 + 4) 3 \ = o. (3.i7) 

A polynomial defining an invariant curve is a relative invariant of G (it is an 
invariant with respect to the group G' = G (~1 SL(3,C)). One checks that the 
polynomial / 9 is indeed an invariant, but the polynomial / 12 is only a relative 
invariant. So, there exists another curve of degree 12 whose equation defines 
an invariant of degree 12. What is this curve? Recall that the Hesse group acts 
on the base of the Hesse pencil via the action of the tetrahedron group 2t,j. 
It has three orbits with stabilizers of order 2,3 and 3. The first orbit consists 
of six points such that the fibres over these points are harmonic cubic s. The 
second orbit consists of four points such that the fibres over these points are 
equianharmonic cubics. The third orbit consists of four points corresponding 
to singular members of the pencil. It is not difficult to check that the product of 
the equations of the equianharmonic cubics defines an invariant of degree 12. 
Its equation is 

f'12 = (4 + 4 + 4)1(4 + 4 + 4? + 216444] = o. o.is) 
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An invariant of degree 6 is 



h = 7(4 + 4 + 4) -6(4 + 4 + 4f. 



(3.19) 



The product of the equations defining 6 harmonic cubics is an invariant of 
degree 18 

/ 18 = (4 + 4 + 4f - 540444(4 + 4 + 4f - ^2,2444 = 0. 0.20) 



3.2 Polars of a plane cubic 

3.2.1 The Hessian of a cubic hypersurface 

Let X = V(f) be a cubic hypersurface in P™. We know that the Hessian 
He(X) is the locus of points a E P™ such that the polar quadric P a (X) is 
singular. Also we know that, for any a E He(X), 



Since P b (P a (X)) = P a (P b (X)) we obtain that b E He(X). 

Theorem 3.2.1 The Hessian He(X) of a cubic hypersurface X contains the 
Steinerian St(X). //He(X) ^ ¥ n , then 



For the last assertion one needs only to compare the degrees of the hyper- 
surfaces. They are equal to n + 3. 

In particular, the rational map, if defined, 



is a birational automorphism of the Hessian hypersurface. We have noticed this 
already in Chapter 1. 

Proposition 3.2.2 Assume X has only isolated singularities. Then He(X) = 
¥ n if and only if X is a cone over a cubic hypersurface in P n_1 . 

Proof Let W = {(a, b) e P" x P" : P a ^(X) = 0}. For each a E P", the 
fiber of the first projection over the point a is equal to the first polar P a (X). 
For any b € P™, the fiber of the second projection over the point b is equal 
to the second polar P b 2(X) = V(Y J d l f(b)t l ). Let U = P™ \ Sing(X). For 
any b E U, the fiber of the second projection is a hyperplane in P n . This 
shows that p 2 ^ 1 (?7) is nonsingular. The restriction of the first projection to U 
is a morphism of nonsingular varieties. The general fiber of this morphism is 



Sing(P a pO) = {bE¥ 2 : £> 6 (£>„(/)) = 0}. 



He(X) = St(X). 



st^ 1 : St(X) -» He(X), a ^ Sing(P a (X)) 



(3.21) 
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a regular scheme over the general point of P". Since we are in characteristic 
0, it is a smooth scheme. Thus there exists an open subset W C P" such 
that p± (W) n U is nonsingular. If He(X) = 0, all polar quadrics P a (X) are 
singular, and a general polar must have singularities inside of p^" 1 (Sing(X)). 
This means that p^p^ 1 (Sing(X))) = P™. For any x G Sing(X), all polar 
quadrics contain x and either all of them are singular at x or there exists an 
open subset U x C P" such that all quadrics P a (X) are nonsingular at x for 
a G U x . Suppose that, for any x G Sing(X), there exists a polar quadric which 
is nonsingular at x. Since the number of isolated singular points is finite, there 
will be an open set of points a S P™ such that the fiber p^ 1 (a) is nonsingular in 
p 2 1 {Smg{X)). This is a contradiction. Thus, there exists a point c G Sing(X) 
such that all polar quadrics are singular at x. This implies that c is a common 
solution of the systems of linear equations He(/3)(a) ■ X = 0, a G P™. Thus 
the first partials of / 3 are linearly dependent. Now we apply Proposition 1.1.6 
to obtain that X is a cone. □ 

Remark 3.2.3 The example of a cubic hypersurface in P 4 from Remark 1.1.16 
shows that the assumption on singular points of X cannot be weakened. The 
singular locus of the cubic hypersurface is the plane to = t\ = 0. 



3.2.2 The Hessian of a plane cubic 

Consider a plane cubic C = V(f) with equation in the Hesse canonical form 
(3.7). The partials of |/ are 

tl + 2atit 2 , t\ + 2at t 2 , t|+2at ii. 



(3.22) 



Thus the Hessian of C has the following equation: 



He(C) 



to at 2 ah 
at 2 t\ ato 
ati ato t 2 



(1 + 2a 3 )t t 1 t 2 - a 2 (4 + 4 + 4). (3.23) 



In particular, the Hessian of the member of the Hesse pencil corresponding to 
the parameter (A, n) = (1, 6a), a ^ 0, is equal to 

2a 3 



to + t\ + t 2 



1 



-totit 2 — 0, 



(3.24) 



or, if (A, fi) = (1, 0) or (0, 1), then the Hessian is equal to V(totit 2 



Lemma 3.2.4 Let C be a nonsingular cubic in a Hesse 's canonical form. The 
following assertions are equivalent: 



(i) dimSing(P Q (C)) > 0; 
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(ii) a G Sing(He(C)); 

(iii) He(C) is the union of three nonconcurrent lines; 

(iv) C is isomorphic to the Fermat cubic V(t^ + if + t 3 ); 

(v) He(C) is a singular cubic; 

( vi) C is an equianharmonic cubic; 

(vii) a(a 3 - 1) = 0. 

Proof Use the Hesse equation for a cubic and for its Hessian. We see that 
He(C) is singular if and only if either a = or 1 + 8(-i±f§^) 3 = 0. Ob- 
viously, a = 1 is a solution of the second equation. Other solutions are e, e 2 . 
This corresponds to He(C), where C is of the form V(t^ + 1\ + if), or is given 
by the equation 

4 + 4 + 4 + 6eVi*2 - (c*'to + eti + t 2 ) 3 + (t + e% + t 2 ) 3 
+(t + t 1 + e l t 2 ) 3 = 0, 

where i — 1 , 2, or 

4 + 4+4 + Gtoht 2 = (t + h + t 2 f + (t Q + eh + e 2 t 2 f 

+ (t + e 2 t 1 + et 2 ) 3 = 0. 

This computation proves the equivalence of (iii), (iv), (v), and (vii). 

Assume (i) holds. Then the rank of the Hessian matrix is equal to 1 . It is easy 
to see that the first two rows are proportional if and only if a(a 3 — 1) = 0. 
Thus (i) is equivalent to (vii), and hence to (iii), (iv), (v) and (vii). The point a 
is one of the three intersection points of the lines such that the cubic is equal to 
the sum of the cubes of linear forms defining these lines. Direct computation 
shows that (ii) holds. Thus (i) implies (ii). 

Assume (ii) holds. Again the previous computations show that a(a 3 — 1) = 
and the Hessian curve is the union of three lines. Now (i) is directly verified. 

The equivalence of (iv) and (vi) follows from Theorem 3.1.3 since the trans- 
formation [to, ti,t 2 ] — > [ti,ioj e 27T ^ 3 t 2 ] generates a cyclic group of order 6 of 
automorphisms of C leaving the point [1,-1,0] fixed. □ 

Corollary 3.2.5 Assume that C = V(f) is not projectively isomorphic to 
the Fermat cubic. Then the Hessian cubic is nonsingular, and the map a i— » 
Sing(P a (C)) is an involution on C without fixed points. 

Proof The only unproved assertion is that the involution does not have fixed 
points. A fixed point a has the property that D a (D a (f)) = D a 2(f) — 0. It 
follows from Theorem 1.1.5 that this implies that a G Sing(C). □ 
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Remark 3.2.6 Consider the Hesse pencil of cubics with parameters (A, fx) = 

(a ,6ai) 

C(ao,a) = V(a (t 3 + 4 + t 3 2 ) + 6aito*it 2 ). 
Taking the Hessian of each curve from the pencil we get the pencil 

H( Q0 ,a) = V(ao4 + 4 + 4 + 6ait tit 2 )- 

The map C^ aaM ) — ► Hr ao a -\ defines a regular map 

hiP^P 1 , [a ,a 1 ]^[t ,t 1 ] = [-a a 2 1 ,a% + 2al]. (3.25) 

This map is of degree 3. For a general value of the inhomogeneous parameter 
A = ti/to, the preimage consists of three points with inhomogeneous coordi- 
nate a — ai/a>o satisfyfing the cubic equation 

6Aa 3 - 2a 2 + 1 = 0. (3.26) 

We know that the points [ao, ot\\ — [0, 1], [1, — i], [1, — |], [1, —\] correspond 
to singular members of the A-pencil. These are the branch points of the map h. 
Over each branch point we have two points in the preimage. The points 

(a 0j a 1 ) = [l ) 0],[l,l],[l,e] > [l,e a ] 

are the ramification points corresponding to equianharmonic cubics. A non- 
ramication point in the preimage corresponds to a singular member. 

Let C a — C(i. Q ). If we fix a group law on a H a = He(C Q ), we will be able 
to identify the involution described in Corollary 3.2.5 with the translation auto- 
morphism by a nontrivial 2-torsion point r\. Given a nonsingular cubic curve H 
together with a fixed-point-free involution r, there exists a unique nonsingular 
cubic C a such that H = H a and the involution r is the involution described 
in the corollary. Thus the three roots of Equation (3.26) can be identified with 
3 nontrivial torsion points on H a . We refer the reader to Exercise 3.2 for a 
reconstruction of C a from the pair (H a , rj). 

Recall that the Cayleyan curve of a plane cubic C is the locus of lines pq 
in the dual plane such that a £ He(C) and b is the singular point of P a (C). 
Each such line intersects He(C) at three points a, b, c. The following gives the 
geometric meaning of the third intersection point. 

Proposition 3.2.7 Let c be the third intersection point of a line £ S Cay(C) 
and He(C). Then I is a component of the polar Pd(C) whose singular point is 
c. The point d is the intersection point of the tangents o/He(C) at the points a 
and b. 
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Proof From the general theory of linear system of quadrics, applied to the net 
of polar conies of C, we know that I is a Reye line, i.e. it is contained in some 
polar conic Pd(C) (see Subsection 1.1.7). The point d must belong to He(C) 
and its singular point c belongs to I. Thus c is the third intersection point of i 
with C. 

It remains for us to prove the last assertion. Chose a group law on the curve 
He(C) by fixing an inflection point as the zero point. We know that the Steine- 
rian involution is defined by the translation x i— > x © 77, where 77 is a fixed 
2-torsion point. Thus b = a ® 77. It follows from the definition of the group law 
on a nonsingular cubic that the tangents T a (He(C)) and T&(He(C)) intersect 
at a point d on He(C). We have d © 2a — 0, hence d = —2a. Since a, 0, c 
lie on a line, we get c = —a — b in the group law. After subtracting, we get 
d — c — b — a — 77. Thus the points x and c are an orbit of the Steinerian 
involution. This shows that c is the singular point of Pd(C). By Proposition 
1.2.5, PdiC) contains the points a, b. Thus ab is a component of Pd(C), □ 

It follows from the above Proposition that the Cayleyan curve of a nonsin- 
gular cubic C parameterizes the line components of singular polar conies of 
C. It is also isomorphic to the quotient of He(C) by the Steinerian involution 
from Corollary 3.2.5. Since this involution does not have fixed points, the quo- 
tient map He(C) — * Cay(C) is an unramified cover of degree 2. In particular, 
Cay(C) is a nonsingular curve of genus 1. 

Let us find the equation of the Cayleyan curve. A line I belongs to Cay(X) 
if and only if the restriction of the linear system of polar conies of X to I 
is of dimension 1. This translates into the condition that the restriction of the 
partials of X to £ is a linearly dependent set of three binary forms. So, write 
I in the parametric form as the image of the map P 1 — > P 2 given by [u, v] 1— > 
[aou + bov, a\u + biv, a,2U + 62^]. The condition of the linear dependence is 
given by 

(ag + 1aa\ai 2ao&o + 2a(ai&2 + ^0 + 2a& 1 & 2 \ 

a\ + 2aa a 2 2a 1 6 1 + 2a(a b 2 + a 2 b ) b\ + 2a& ^2 =0. 
a\ + 2aa^a\ 2a 2 b 2 + 2a(ao&i + ai&o) 6| + 2a& ^i/ 

The coordinates of £ in the dual plane are 



Computing the determinant, we find that the equation of Cay(X) in the coor- 
dinates uq, ui,u 2 is 



[uq,Ui,u 2 ] = [aifa - a 2 bi,a 2 b - a b 2 



a h - a\b Q }. 



Uq + u\ + 1*2 + 6a'uoUiu 2 = 0, 



(3.27) 
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where a' = (1 — 4a 3 ) /6a. Note that this agrees with the degree of the Cay- 
leyan curve found in Proposition 1.1.26. Using formula (3.9) for the absolute 
invariant of the curve, this can be translated into an explicit relationship be- 
tween the absolute invariant of an elliptic curve C and the isogenous ellip- 
tic curve C/(r e ), where r e is the translation automorphism by a nontrivial 
2-torsion point e. 

3.2.3 The dual curve 

Write the equation of a general line in the form t% = uo^o + u iti an d plug 
in Equation (3.7). The corresponding cubic equation has a multiple root if and 
only if the line is a tangent. We have 

(iioio + uiti) 3 + t + t\ + 6at ti(u to + iti<i) 

= (it 3 , + l)t 3 + (it? + 1)4 + (3^iti + 6cmo)*o*i + (3u m? + 6mti)i *i = 0. 

The condition that there is a multiple root is that the discriminant of the homo- 
geneous cubic form in to, t\ is equal to zero. Using the formula (1.81) for the 
discriminant of a cubic form, after plugging in, we obtain 

(3uoUi+6aua) 2 (3uoUi+6aui) 2 + 18(3uQUi+6auo)(3uQUi+6aui)(uo+l)(ui+l) 

-4(ul + l)(3w U? + 6qmi) 3 - 4(u? + 1)(3«!Wq + 6au ) 3 - 27(u s + lf{u{ + l) 2 

= —27 + 864«o«ia 3 + 648moU 2 q — Q4Sa 2 U(,u\ — 648a 2 ttoiti + 648a 2 uoMi 

+ 1296q 4 u 2 ^i - 27w? - 27ul + 54uf,u? - 864m?q 3 - 8Mula 3 - 54ul - 54u a = 0. 

It remains for us to homogenize the equation and divide by (—27) to obtain 
the equation of the dual curve 

ul + u\ + u\ - (2 + 32a 3 )(uoiti + UqU 3 , + U2 M i) 
-24a 5 '■u u 1 u 2 (ul + uf + u%) - (24a + 48a 4 )w^u^^ = 0. (3.28) 

According to the Pliicker formula (1.50), the dual curve of a nonsingular plane 
cubic has nine cusps. They correspond to the inflection tangents of the original 
curve. The inflection points are given in (3.12). Computing the equations of 
the tangents, we find the following singular points of the dual curve: 

[-2m, 1,1], [l,-2a,l], [1,1, -2a], [-2a £ ,£ 2 ,l], [-2ae,l,e 2 ], 

[e 2 ,-2ae, 1], [l,-2ae,e 2 ], [l,e 2 ,-2ae], [e 2 ,l,-2a]. 
The tangent of C at an inflection point a is a component of the polar conic 
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P a (C), hence connects a to the singular point of the polar conic. This implies 
that the tangent line belongs to the Cayleyan curve Cay(C), hence the Cay- 
leyan curve contains the singular points of the dual cubic. The pencil of plane 
curves of degree 6 spanned by the dual cubic C v and the Cayleyan cubic taken 
with multiplicity 2 is an example of an Halphen pencil of index 2 of curves of 
degree 6 with nine double base points (see Exercises to Chapter 7). 

3.2.4 Polar s-gons 

Since, for any three general points in P 2 , there exists a plane cubic singular at 
these points (the union of three lines), a general ternary cubic form does not 
admit polar triangles. Of course this is easy to see by counting constants. 

By Lemma 3.2.4, a nonsingular cubic admits a polar triangle if and only if it 
is an equianharmonic cubic. Its polar triangle is unique. Its sides are the three 
first polars of C which are double lines. 

Proposition 3.2.8 A plane cubic admits a polar triangle if and only if either 
it is a Fermat cubic or it is equal to the union of three distinct concurrent lines. 

Proof Suppose C = V(l\ + 1 2 + Z|). Without loss of generality, we may as- 
sume that li is not proportional to Zj. Thus, after a linear change of coordinates, 
C = V(tf, + t\ + I 3 ). If I (to, ti,t 2 ) does not depend on t 2 , the curve C is the 
union of three distinct concurrent lines. Otherwise, we can change coordinates 
to assume that I = t 2 and get a Fermat cubic. □ 

By counting constants, a general cubic admits a polar quadrangle. It is clear 
that a polar quadrangle {[h], . . . , [I4]} is nondegenerate if and only if the linear 
system of conies in the dual plane through the points [Zj] is an irreducible pencil 
(i.e. a linear system of dimension 1 whose general member is irreducible). This 
allows us to define a nondegenerate generalized polar quadrangle of C as a 
generalized quadrangle Z of C such that |2^(2)| is an irreducible pencil. 

Let g(to,ti) be a binary form of degree 3. Its polar 3-hedron is the divisor 
of zeros of its apolar form of degree 3. Thus 

VSP( 5 ,3) S |AP 3 ( ff )| v =P 2 . (3.29) 

This implies that any ternary cubic form / = tf, + g(to, ij.) admits degenerate 
polar quadrangles. 

Also, if C = V(g(to,ti)) is the union of three concurrent lines then any 
four distinct nonzero linear forms li,l 2 ,l3,h form a degenerate quadrangle 
of C. In fact, using the Van der Monde determinant, we obtain that the cubes 
l\, Z|> ^1) ^1 f° rm a basis in the space of binary cubic forms. So the variety of 
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sums of four powers of C is isomorphic to the variety of four distinct points 
in P 1 . Its closure VSP(C, 4) in the Hilbert scheme Hilb 4 (P 2 ) is isomorphic to 

Qpl)(4) p4^ 

Lemma 3.2.9 C admits a degenerate polar quadrangle if and only if it is one 
of the following curves: 

( i) an equianharmonic cubic; 

( ii) a cuspidal cubic; 

(Hi) the union of three concurrent lines (not necessarily distinct). 
Proof We only have to prove the converse. Suppose 

f = l\ + ll + l\ + ll 

where h vanish at a common point a which we identify with a vector in 
E. We have 

l -D a (f) = h(a)ll + h(a)l\ + k(a)l 2 3 + l 4 (a)lj = Z 4 (a)Z 2 . 

This shows that the first polar P a (V(f)) is either the whole P 2 or the double 
line 2£ = V(l\). In the first case C is the union of three concurrent lines. 
Assume that the second case occurs. We can choose coordinates such that a = 
[0,0,1] and£= V(h). Write 

/ = .90^2 + 9i4 + .92^2 + .93, 

where g^ are homogeneous forms of degree k in variables to, t%. Then D a (f) = 
d^f = 3^2<7o + 2^25i + 52- This can be proportional to t\ only if g\ = 92 = 
0, go 7^ 0. Thus V(f) = ^(30^2 + 93(^0, ti)). If 93 has no multiple linear fac- 
tors, we get an equianharmonic cubic. If 33 has a linear factor with multiplicity 
2, we get a cuspidal cubic. Finally, if 33 is a cube of a linear form, we reduce 
the latter to the form t\ and get three concurrent lines. 

□ 

Remark 3.2.10 We know that all equianharmonic cubics are projectively 
equivalent to the Fermat cubic. The orbit of the Fermat cubic V(t^ +t\ is 
somorphic to the homogeneous space PSL(3)/G, where G = (Z/3Z) 2 x 63. 
Its closure in |5 3 (£' v ) | is a hypersurface F and consists of curves listed in the 
assertion of the previous Lemma and also reducible cubics equal to the unions 
of irreducible conies with its tangent lines. The explicit equation of the hyper- 
surface F is given by the Aronhold invariant S of degree 4 in the coefficients of 
the cubic equation. A nice expression for the invariant S in terms of a pfaffian 
of a skew-symmetric matrix was given by G. Ottaviani [419]. 
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Lemma 3.2.11 The following properties are equivalent: 

(ij AP X (/) + {0}; 
(ii) dimAP 2 (/) > 2; 

(Hi) V(f) is equal to the union of three concurrent lines. 
Proof By the apolarity duality, 

(Af)i x (Afh -> (^/) 3 = c, 

we have 

dim(74/)i = 3 - dimAP x (/) = dim(A / ) 2 = 6 - dim AP 2 (/). 

Thus dim AP 2 (/) = 3 + dim APi(/). This proves the equivalence of (i) and 
(ii). By definition, APi(/) ^ {0} if and only if D^(f) — for some nonzero 
linear operator ip = Y1 a. L di. After a linear change of variables, we may assume 
that ip = do, and then 9o(/) = if and only if C does not depend on to, i.e. C 
is the union of three concurrent lines. □ 

Lemma 3.2.12 Let Z be a generalized polar quadrangle of f. Then \Tz(2) \ 
is a pencil of conies in \E V \ contained in the linear system |AP 2 (/)|. If Z is 
nondegenerate, then the pencil has no fixed component. Conversely, let Z be a 
O-dimensional cycle of length 4 in \E\. Assume that \Iz (2) | is an irreducible 
pencil contained in |AP 2 (/)|. Then Z is a nondegenerate generalized polar 
quadrangle of f. 

Proof The first assertion follows from the definition of nondegeneracy and 
Proposition 1.3.12. Let us prove the converse. Let V(Xqi + /xg 2 ) be the pencil 
of conies \Tz(2)\. Since AP(/) is an ideal, the linear system L of cubics of the 
form V(q\l\ + g 2 i 2 ), where l±, Z 2 are linear forms, is contained in | AP3 (/) |- 
Obviously, it is contained in |Zz(3)|. Since \Tz(2) \ has no fixed part we may 
choose qi and q 2 with no common factors. Then the map E v E v — > 1^(3) 
defined by (ii,i 2 ) — > qili + g 2 Z 2 is injective, hence dimL = 5. Assume 
dim |Xz(3)| > 6. Choose three points in general position on an irreducible 
member C of \Tz(2)\ and three non-collinear points outside G. Then find a 
cubic K from |X^(3) | which passes through these points. Then K intersects 
C with total multiplicity 4 + 3 = 7, hence contains C. The other compo- 
nent of K must be a line passing through three non-collinear points. This 
contradiction shows that dim|Iz(3)| = 5 and we have L = |X^(3)|. Thus 
Pz(3)| C |AP 3 (/)| and, by Proposition 1.3.12, Z is a generalized polar quad- 
rangle of C. 

□ 
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Note that not every point in Hilb 4 (P 2 ) can be realized as a generalized quad- 
rangle of a ternary cubic. Each point in the Hilbert scheme Hilb 4 (P 2 ) is the 
union of subschemes supported at one point. Let us recall analytic classifica- 
tion of closed subschemes V(I) of length h < 4 supported at one point (see 
[54]). 

• h = 1: I = (x,y); 
. h = 2:I= (x,y 2 ); 

• h = 3: 1 = (x, y 3 ), (x 2 ,xy, y 2 ); 

• h=4:I=(x, y 4 ), {x 2 , y 2 ), {x 2 ,xy, y 3 ). 

The subschemes Z of length 4 that cannot be realized as the base scheme 
of a pencil of conies, are those which contain a subscheme analytically iso- 
morphic to one of the following schemes V(x, y 3 ), V(x, y ), V(x 2 , xy, y 2 ), 
or V(x 2 , xy, y 3 ). 

Theorem 3.2.13 Assume that C is neither an equianharmonic cubic, nor a 
cuspidal cubic, nor the union of three concurrent lines. Then 

VSP(/,4) = |AP 2 (/)| V =P 2 . 

If C is nonsingular, the complement of A = VSP(/, 4) \ VSP(/, 4)° is a curve 
of degree 6 isomorphic to the dual of a nonsingular cubic curve. If C is a nodal 
cubic, then A is the union of a quartic curve isomorphic to the dual quartic of 
C and two lines. If C is the union of a nonsingular conic and a line intersecting 
it transversally, A is the union of a conic and two lines. If C is the union of a 
conic and its tangent line, then A = VSP(/, 4). 

Proof We will start with the case when C is nonsingular. We know that its 
equation can be reduced to the Hesse canonical form (3.7). The space of apolar 
quadratic forms is spanned by au^ui — u 2 ,, ctu\U2 — Uq, auoU2 — u 2 . It is 
equal to the net of polar conies of the curve C in the dual plane given by the 
equation 

Uq + u\ + u 3 2 - 6mi wi«2 = 0, a(a 3 - 1) ^ 0. (3.30) 

The net | AP2 (/) | is base-point- free. Its discriminant curve is a nonsingular 
cubic, the Hessian curve of the curve C. The generalized quadrangles are pa- 
rameterized by the dual curve He(C') v . All pencils are irreducible, so there are 
no degenerate generalized quadrangles. Generalized quadrangles correspond 
to tangent lines of the discriminant cubic. So, 

VSP(/,4) - |AP 2 (/)| V , (3.31) 

and VSP(/, 4) \ VSP(/, 4)° = He(C") v . 
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Next, assume that C — V{t%tQ +t\ + ifio) is an irreducible nodal cubic. 

The space of apolar quadratic forms is spanned by Uq, U\u 2l u 2 — u 2 +3u Ui. 
The net |AP 2 (/)| is base-point-free. Its discriminant curve is an irreducible 
nodal cubic D. So, all pencils are irreducible, and (3.31) holds. Generalized 
quadrangles are parameterized by the union of the dual quartic curve D v and 
the pencil of lines through the double point. 

Next, assume that C = V(tQ + totit 2 ) is the union of an irreducible conic 
and a line which intersects the conic transversally. 

The space of apolar quadratic forms is spanned by u 2 ,u 2 , Qu\u 2 — Uq. The 
net |AP 2 (/)| is base-point-free. It is easy to see that its discriminant curve is 
the union of a conic and a line intersecting the conic transversally. The line 
component defines the pencil generated by V(u\) and V(u 2 ). It has no fixed 
part but its members are singular. So, all generalized quadrangles are nonde- 
generate and (3.31) holds. The locus of generalized quadrangles consists of a 
conic and two lines. 

Next, assume that V(f) = V(totit 2 ) is the union of three nonconcurrent 
lines. 

The net |AP 2 (/)| of apolar conies is generated by V{u^), V(uf), V(u 2 ). It 
is base-point-free. The discriminant curve is the union of three nonconcurrent 
lines representing pencils of singular conies which have no fixed component. 
Thus any pencil not containing a singular point of the discriminant curve de- 
fines a nondegenerate polar quadrangle. A pencil containing a singular point 
defines a nondegenerate generalized polar quadrangle. Again (3.31) holds and 
VSP(/, 4) \ VSP(/, 4)° consists of three nonconcurrent lines. 

Finally, let C — V(to(toti + t 2 )) be the union of an irreducible conic and 
its tangent line. We check that AP 2 (/) is spanned by u 2 ,uiu 2 ,u 2 — uoUi. 
The discriminant curve is a triple line. It corresponds to the pencil V(Xuf + 
/iuiu 2 ) of singular conies with the fixed component V(ui). There are no polar 
quadrangles. Consider the subscheme Z of degree 4 in the affine open set uq ^ 
defined by the ideal supported at the point [1, 0, 0] with ideal at this point 
generated by (ui/uq) 2 , UiU 2 /uq, and (u 2 /u ) 2 . The linear system |I^(3)| 
is of dimension 5 and consists of cubics of the form V(u$Ui(aui + bu 2 ) + 
gs(ui, u 2 )). One easily computes AP 3 (/). It is generated by the polynomial 
uou 2 — UqU\ and all monomials except u^ui and uou 2 . We see that |X^(3) | C 
I AP3 (/) I . Thus Z is a degenerate generalized polar quadrangle of C and (3.31) 
holds. 

□ 

Remark 3.2.14 We know already the variety VSP(/, 4) in the case when C 
is the union of concurrent lines. In the remaining cases which have been ex- 
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eluded, the variety VSP(/, 4) is a reducible surface. Its description is too in- 
volved to discuss it here. For example, if C is an equianharmonic cubic, it 
consists of four irreducible components. Three components are isomorphic to 
P 2 . They are disjoint and each contains an open dense subset parametrizing 
degenerate polar quadrangles. The fourth component contains an open subset 
of base schemes of irreducible pencils of apolar conies. It is isomorphic to the 
blow-up of |AP2| V at three points corresponding to reducible pencils. Each of 
the first three components intersects the fourth component along one of the 
three exceptional curves. 

3.3 Projective generation of cubic curves 

3.3.1 Projective generation 

Suppose we have m different r-dimensional linear systems \Li\ of hypersur- 
faces of degrees di in P n . Choose projective isomorphisms <f>i : W — > \Li \ and 
consider the variety 

Z = {(A, x) E P r x P" : x £ 0i (A) n . . . n <£ m (A)}. (3.32) 

The expected dimension of a general fiber of the first projection pi\ : Z — > P r 
is equal to n — m. Assume 

• Z is irreducible of dimension r + n — m; 

• the second projection pr 2 : Z — > P" is of finite degree k on its image X. 

Under these assumptions, X is an irreducible subvariety of dimension r + n — 
m . 

Proposition 3.3.1 

degX = s r (di, . . .,d m )/k, 

where s r is the r-th elementary symmetric function in m variables. 

Proof It is immediate that Z is a complete intersection in P r x P™ of m 
divisors of type (1, di). Let II be a general linear subspace in P" of codimen- 
sion n — in -)- v. We use the intersection theory from [230]. Let hi and Ji2 be 
the natural generators of iJ 2 (P r x P™,Z) equal to the preimages of the co- 
homology classes hi, /12 of a hyperplane in P r and P", respectively. We have 
(pr 2 )*([Z]) = k[X]. By the projection formula, 

m tci 

(pr 2 )*([Z}) = (pr^dl^i + ^A)) = (pr 2 Uj2s j (d 1 ,...,d m )h{hr j ) 
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= y^Sj(di,...,d m )h™ 3 (pr 2 )*( h i) = s Adi, . . . ,d m )h™ r . 
Intersecting with fi%~ r , we obtain that kdegX = s r (dx, ■ ■ ■ , d m ). 

□ 

Since through a general point in P™ passes a unique member of a pencil, 
k = 1 if r = 1. 

The following example is Steiner's construction of rational normal curves 
of degree n in P™. We have already used it in the case of conies, referring the 
reader for the details to [266]. 

Example 3.3.2 Let r = l,m = n and d\ = . . . = d n = 1. Let p%, . , . ,p n 
be linearly independent points in P™ and let Vi be the pencil of hyperplanes 
passing through the codimension 2 subspace spanned by all points except pj. 
Choose a linear isomorphism (\>i : P 1 — > V% such that the common hyperplane 
H spanned by all the points corresponds to different parameters A £ P 1 . 

Let Hi(X) = 4>i(\). A line contained in the intersection H 1 (X) n . . . PI 
H n (X) meets H, and hence H meets each Hi(X). If H is different from each 
i?i(A), this implies that the base loci of the pencils Vi meet. However this 
contradicts the assumption that the points p L are linearly independent. If H = 
Hi(X) for some i, then H n Hj(X) is equal to the base locus of T 5 ,. Thus the 
intersectioni? 1 (A)n. . .nH n (X) consists of the pointy. This shows that, under 
the first projection pi ± : Z — > P 1 , the incidence variety (3.32) is isomorphic to 
P 1 . In particular, all the assumptions on the pencils Vi are satisfied with k = 1. 
Thus the image of Z in P™ is a rational curve i?„ of degree n. If 0i(A) = H, 
then the previous argument shows that pi 6 i?„ . Thus all points pi, . . . ,p„ lie 
on i?„. Since all rational curves of degree n in P™ are projectively equivalent, 
we obtain that any such curve can be projectively generated by n pencils of 
hyperplanes. 

More generally, let V\ , . . . , V n be n pencils of hyperplanes. Since a projec- 
tive isomorphism <fii : P 1 — > Vi is uniquely determined by the images of three 
different points, we may assume that (f>i(X) = V(Xoh + Aimi) for some lin- 
ear forms l il rrii. Then the intersection of the hyperplanes <fii(X) PI ... n 4> n (X) 
consists of one point if and only if the system of n linear equations with n + 1 
unknowns 

Xoh + Ximi = . .. = Xal n + X\m n = 

has a 1-dimensional space of solutions. Under some genericity assumption on 
the choice of the pencils, we may always assume it. This shows that the ra- 
tional curve R n is projectively generated by the pencils, and its equations are 
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expressed by the condition that 

rank ( l ° h M < 1. 

\m m 1 ... m n J 

Observe that the maximal minors of the matrix define quadrics in P™ of rank 
< 4. 

Example 3.3.3 Take two pencils V% of planes in P 3 through skew lines i im 
Choose a linear isomorphism : P 1 — > Vi- Then the union of the lines <fii (A) D 
02(A) is equal to a quadric surface in P 3 containing the lines l\,t?,. 



3.3.2 Projective generation of a plane cubic 

We consider a special case of the previous construction where n = 2, r = 1 
and m = 2. By Proposition 3.3.1, X is a curve of degree d\ + d®. Assume that 
the base locus of the pencil Vi consists of df distinct points and the two base 
loci have no points in common. It is clear that the union of the base loci is the 
set of d\ + d\ points on X. 

Take a pencil of lines V\ and a pencil of conies Vi ■ We obtain a cubic curve 
C containing the base point of the pencil of lines and four base points of the 
pencil of conies. The pencil V2 cuts out on C a g\. We will use the following. 

Lemma 3.3.4 For any g\ on an irreducible reduced plane cubic curve, the 
lines spanned by the divisor from g\ intersect at one point on the curve. 

Proof The standard exact sequence 

-> P 2(-2) -» P 2(1) -> O c (l) -> 

gives an isomorphism H°(F 2 , Opa(l)) ^ H°{C,O c (l))- It shows that the 
pencil g\ is cut out by a pencil of lines. Its base point is the point whose exis- 
tence is asserted in the Lemma. □ 

The point of intersection of lines spanned by the divisors from a g\ was 
called by Sylvester the coresidual point of C (see [490], p. 134). 

Let C be a nonsingular plane cubic. Pick up four points on C, no three of 
them lying on a line. Consider the pencil of conies through these points. Let q 
be the coresidual point of the g\ on C defined by the pencil. Then the pencil 
of lines through q and the pencil of conies projectively generate C. 

Note that the first projection p^ : Z — > P 1 is a degree 2 cover defined by 
the g\ cut out by the pencil of conies. It has four branch points corresponding 
to lines </>i(A) which touch the conic 02(A). 

There is another way to projectively generate a cubic curve. This time we 
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take three nets of lines with fixed isomorphisms fa to P 2 . Explicitly, if A = 



[A ,Ai,A 2 ] S P 2 and fa{\) = V{aft Q + a^h + aft 2 ), where af are 
linear forms in X , Ai, A2, then C is given by the equation 



det 



(i) 
1 

(2) 
1 

(3) 
1 



4 1} \ 



4 2) 

,(3) 



0. 



This is an example of a determinantal equation of a plane curve which we will 
study in detail in the next Chapter. 



3.4 Invariant theory of plane cubics 

3.4.1 Mixed concomitants 

The classical invariant theory dealt with objects more general that invariants 
of homogeneous forms. Let E, as usual, denote a complex vector space of 
dimension n + 1. Recall that the main object of study in the invariant theory is 
a mixed combinant, an element $ of the tensor product 

r k s 

(g) S m * (S d > (E v ) ) v ® (g) S p > (E v ) ® (g) 5 9i (£) 

i=l i=l j=l 

which is invariant with respect to the natural linear representation of SL(_E) 
on the tensor product. We will be dealing here only with the cases when r = 
1, k, s < 1. If k = s = 0, <I> is an invariant of degree mi on the space S d (E v ). 
If k = 1 , s = 0, then <f> is a covariant of degree m and order p. If k — 0, s = 1, 
then <I> is a contravariant of degree m and class g. If k = s = 1, then $ is a 
mixed concomitant of degree to, order p and class q. 

Choosing a basis u , . . . ,u n in E, and the dual basis t , . . . , t n in _E V , one 
can write an invariant <f> e S m (S d (E x/ )) x/ = S m (S d (E)) as a homogeneous 
polynomial of degree m in coefficients of a general polynomial of degree d 
in uo, ■ ■ ■ ,u n which are expressed as monomials of degree d in uq, . . . , u n . 
Via polarization, we can consider it as a multihomogeneous function of degree 
(d, . . . ,d) on (E*) m . Symbolically, it is written as a product of w sequences 
(ii-.-in) of numbers from {1, . . . , m} such that each number appears d times. 
The relation 

(n + l)w = md 

must hold. In particular, there are no invariants if n + 1 does not divide md. 
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The number w is called the weight of the invariant. When we apply a linear 
transformation, it is multiplied by the w-\h power of the determinant. 

A covariant $ e S m (S d (E v )) v <g> S P (E V ) can be written as a polynomial 
of degree to in coefficients of a general polynomial of degree d and of degree 
p in coordinates t , . . . ,t n . Via polarization, it can be considered as a multiho- 
mogeneous function of degree (d, . . . , d,p) on (E v ) m x E. Symbolically, it 
can be written as a product of w expressions (jo . . . j n ) and p expressions (i) x , 
where each number from {1, . . . , to} appears d times. We must have 

(n + l)w + pn = md. 

A contravariant $ e S m (S d (E y )) y ® S q (E) can be written as a polynomial 
of degree to in coefficients of a general polynomial of degree d and of degree 
q in Mo , . . . , u n . Via polarization, it can be considered as a multihomogeneous 
function of degree (d, . . . , d, q) on (E v ) m x E v . Symbolically, it can be writ- 
ten as a product of w expressions (jo ■ ■ - jn) and q expressions (ii ■ . - i n ) u . We 
have 

(n + l)w + qn = md. 

A mixed concomitant $ e S m (S d (E v )) v ®S p (E v )®S q (E) can be written 
as a polynomial of degree m in coefficients of a general polynomial of degree 
d, of degree p in to, ■ ■ ■ , t n , and of degree q in uo, . ■ . , u n . Via polarization, it 
can be considered as a multihomogeneous function of degree (d,...,d, p, q) 
on (E v ) m x E x E v . Symbolically, it can be written as a product of w expres- 
sions (jo, • • • , j n ), P expressions (i) x and q expressions (ii, . . . , i n )^, where 
each number from {1, . . . , m} appears d times. We have 

(n + l)w + (a + b)n = md. 

Note that instead of numbers 1 , . . . , to classics often employed to letters 

a, b, c, 

For example, we have met already the Aronhold invariants S and T of de- 
grees 4 and 6 of a ternary cubic form. Their symbolic expressions are 

S = (123) (124) (134) (234) = (abc)(abd)(acd)(bcd), 

T = (123)(124)(135)(256)(456) 2 = (abc)(abd)(ace)(bef)(def) 2 . 

3.4.2 Clebsch's transfer principle 

This principle allows one to relate invariants of polynomials in n variables to 
contravariants and covariants of polynomials in n + 1 variables. 
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Start from an invariant <f> of degree m on the space S d ((C n ) v ) of homoge- 
neous polynomials of degree d. We will "transfer it" to a contravariant $ on 
the space of polynomials of degree d in n + 1 variables. First we fix a volume 
form lu on E. A basis in a hyperplane U C E defines a linear isomorphism 
C™ — ► U. We call a basis admissible if the pull-back of the volume form un- 
der this linear map is equal to the standard volume form e\ A . . . A e„. For 
any a G E v , choose an admissible basis (vf, . . . , u") in Ker(a). For any 
(Zi, . . . , l m ) G (E v ) m , we obtain n vectors in <C n , the columns of the matrix 

AK) ••• U«f)\ 

ViK) ... uo/ 

The value of <f> on this set of vectors can be expressed as a linear combination 
of the product of maximal minors \Aj\, where each column occurs d times. It 
is easy to see that each minor A il ,,, in is equal to the value of A ... A k n G 
f\ n E y on ii^ A ... A vf n under the canonical pairing 

n n 

/\E y x f\E^ C. 

Our choice of a volume from on E allows us to identify /\™ E with E v . Thus 
any minor can be considered as multilinear function on (E v ) m x E v and its 
value does not depend on the choice of an admissible basis in Ker(u). Symbol- 
ically, (ii . . . i n ) becomes the bracket expression (ii . . . i n ) u . This shows that 
the invariant <f>, by restricting to the subspaces Ker(a), defines a contravariant 
$ on S d (E v ) of degree m and class q — md/n. 

Example 3.4. 1 Let $ be the discriminant of a quadratic form in n variables. It 
is an invariant of degree m = now the space of quadratic forms. Its symbolic 
notation is (12 . . . n) 2 . Its transfer to P™ is a contravariant <l of degree n and 
class q = 2n/n = 2. Its symbolic notation is (12 . . . n)^. Considered as map 
<l : S 2 E y — » S 2 E, the value of $(q) on u G E y is the discriminant of the 
quadratic form obtained from restriction of q to Ker(u). It is equal to zero if 
and only if the hyperplane V(u) is tangent to the quadric V(q). Thus V($(q)) 
is the dual quadric V(q) v . 

Example 3.4.2 Consider the quadratic invariant S on the space of binary 
forms of even degree d — 2k with symbolic expression (12) 2fc . We write a 
general binary form / G S d (U) of degree d symbolically, 

f = (^to + ^ti) 2k = (voto + mh) 2k , 

where (£ , £i) and (r] , rji) are two copies of a basis in U and (to, ti) is its dual 
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basis. Then the coefficients of / are equal to i^)dj, where aj = fo£i = 
VoVi Thus S is equal to 

2fc 

-6r/ ) 2fc - E(- 1 ) i ( 2 /)(^^) i (a%) 2fc " j 
3=0 

2fe 
3=0 

2 k k 

= ^(-lytyaja^ = 2 (£(-l)^)a i a 2fc _ j + U\ k H)- 

j=0 3=0 

We have already encountered this invariant in the case d = 3 (see Subsection 
1.5.1). 

The transfer of S is the contravariant of degree 2 and class d with symbolic 
expression (abu) d . For example, when d = 4, its value on a quartic ternary 
form / is a quartic form in the dual space which vanishes on lines which cut out 
on V(f) a harmonic set of 4 points. The transfer T of the invariant of degree 3 
on the space of quartic binary forms defines a contravariant of class 6. Its value 
on a quartic ternary form is a ternary form of degree 6 in the dual space which 
vanishes on the set of lines which cut out in V(f) an equianharmonic set of 4 
points. 

One can also define Clebsch's transfer of covariants of degree m and order 
p, keeping the factors i x in the symbolic expression. The result of the transfer 
is a mixed concomitant of degree m, order p and class md/n. 



3.4.3 Invariants of plane cubics 

Since this material is somewhat outside of the topic of the book, we state some 
of the facts without proof, referring to classical sources for the invariant theory 
(e.g. [112], t. 2, [490]). 

We know that the ring of invariants of ternary cubic forms is generated by 
the Aronhold invariants S and T. Let us look for covariants and contravariants. 
As we know from Subsection 1.5.1, any invariant of binary form of degree 3 is 
a power of the discriminant invariant of order 4, and the algebra of covariants 
is generated over the ring of invariants by the identical covariant U : / i— * /, 
the Hessian covariant H of order 2 with symbolic expression (ab)a x b x , and 
the covariant J = Jac(/, H) of degree 3 and order 6 with symbolic expression 
(ab) 2 (ca)b x c x . Clebsch's transfer of the discriminant is a contravariant F of 
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degree 4 and class 6. Its symbolic expression is (abu) 2 (cdu) 2 (acu)(bdu). Its 
value on a general ternary cubic form is the form defining the dual cubic curve. 
Clebsch's transfer of H is a mixed concomitant of degree 2, order 2 and class 
2. Its symbolic expression is (abu) 2 a x b x . Explicitly, up to a constant factor, 



6 = dct 



/ ho hi fo2 Uq\ 

ho fll fl2 Ui 

ho hi J 22 y-2 

\u ui u 2 / 



(3.33) 



where / y = gg^. 

The equation <d(f,x,u) = 0, for fixed x, is the equation of the dual of 
the polar conic P x (V(f)). The equation <d(f,x,u) = 0, for fixed it, is the 
equation of the locus of points x such that the first polar P x (V(f)) is tangent 
to the line V(u). It is called the poloconic of the line V(u). Other description 
of the poloconic can be found in Exercise 3.3. 

The Clebsch transfer of J is a mixed concomitant Q of degree 3, order 3 and 
class 3. Its symbolic expression is (abu) 2 (cau)c 2 b x . The equation Q(/, x, u) 
0, for fixed u, is the equation of the cubic curve such that second polars P x i (V(f)) 
of its points intersect V(u) at a point conjugate to x with respect to the polo- 
conic of V(u). A similar contravariant is defined by the condition that it van- 
ishes on the set of pairs (x, u) such that the line V(u) belongs to the Salmon 
envelope conic of the polars of x with respect to the curve and its Hessian 
curve. 

An obvious covariant of degree 3 and order 3 is the Hessian determinant 
H = det He(/). Its symbolic expression is (abc) 2 a x b x c x . Another covariant G 
is defined by the condition that it vanishes on the locus of points x such that the 
Salmon conic of the polar of x with respect to the curve and its Hessian curve 
passes through x. It is of degree 8 and order 6. Its equation is the following 
bordered determinant 



/ foo 
fio 
ho 

\h 

dH(f) 

dU 



foi 

hi 
hi 



f02 
fl2 
f22 

hi 



ho\ 

h 2 
0/ 



where j l3 = ^r^M = ^f 1 (see [77], [112], t. 2, p. 313). The algebra of 
covariants is generated by U, H, G and the Brioschi covariant [56] J(f, H, G) 
whose value on the cubic (3.7) is equal to 



Comparing this formula with (3.16), we find that it vanishes on the union of 9 
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harmonic polars of the curve. The square of the Hermite covariant is a polyno- 
mial in U, H, G. 

The Cayleyan of a plane cubic defines a contravariant P of degree 3 and class 
3. Its symbolic expression is (abc)(abu)(acu)(bcu). Its value on the curve in 
the Hesse form is given in (3.27). There is also a contravariant Q of degree 
5 and class 3. In analogy with the form of the word Hessian, A. Cayley gave 
them the names the Pippian and the Quippian [78]. If C = V(f) is given in 
the Hesse form (3.7), then 

Q(/) = V((l ~ 10a 3 )(u 2 + u\ + ul) - 6a 2 (5 + Aa 3 )u Q u lU2 ). 

The full formula can be found in Cayley 's paper [77]. He also gives the formula 

H(6aP + 6Q) = (8Sa 2 + 3Ta 2 fe - 24S 2 a6 2 - TS 2 6 3 )Q. 

According to A. Clebsch, Q(/) vanishes on the locus of lines whose poloconics 
with respect to the Cayleyan of C are apolar to their poloconics with respect to 
C. Also, according to W. Milne and D. Taylor , P(/) is the locus of lines which 
intersect C at three points that, considered as lines in the dual plane, define a 
reducible cubic apolar to the Hessian of C (see [387]). This is similar to the 
property of the Pippian which vanishes on the set of lines which intersect C at 
three points that define a reducible cubic in the dual plane apolar to the curve 
itself. The algebra of contravariants is generated by F, P, Q and the Hermite 
contravariant [286]. Its value on the cubic in the Hesse form is equal to 

(l + 8a 3 )(ul-u 3 2 )(u 3 2 -u 3 Q )(u 3 -ul). 

It vanishes on the union of nine lines corresponding to the inflection points of 
the curve. The square of the Hermite contravariant is a polynomial in F, P, Q. 



Exercises 

3.1 Find the Hessian form of a nonsingular cubic given by the Weierstrass equation. 

3.2 Let H — He(C) be the Hessian cubic of a nonsingular plane cubic curve C that is 
not an equianharmonic cubic. Let r : H — > H be the Steinerian automorphism of H 
that assigns to a £ H the unique singular point of P a (C). 

(i) Let H = {(a,£) G H x (P 2 ) v : t C P a (C)}. Show that the projection Pl : 
H — > H is an unramified double cover. 

(ii) Show that H ^ H/{t) ^ C. 

3.3 Let C — V(f ) C P 2 be a nonsingular cubic. 

(i) Show that the set of second polars of C with respect to points on a fixed line I is 
a dual conic of the poloconic of C with respect to I. 
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(ii) Show that K(£) is equal to the set of poles of I with respect to polar conies 
Px(C), where x £ £. 

(iii) What happens to the conic K (£) when the line £ is tangent to C? 

(iv) Show that the set of lines £ such that K{£) is tangent to £ is the dual curve of C. 

(v) Let £ = V(aoto + diti + 02*2). Show that K(£) can be given by the equation 



g(a, t) = det 



Oo 
Ol 
\a2 



Oo 

d 2 f 

a 2 / 

dtidtQ 

d 2 f 
dt 2 dt a 



ffll 

a 2 / 

d 2 f 
dt\ 
d 2 f 
dt 2 dt 1 



a 2 
a 2 / 

dt dt 2 

a 2 / 

dt 1 dt 2 

a 2 / 
a* 2 



= 0. 



(vi) Show that the dual curve C v of C can be given by the equation (the Schlafli 
equation) 
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3.4 Let C C P d 1 be an elliptic curve embedded by the linear system |Oc(dpo)|. 
where po is a point in C. Assume d = p is prime. 

(i) Show that the image of any p-torsion point is an osculating point of C, i.e., a point 
such that there exists a hyperplane (an osculating hyperplane) which intersects the 
curve only at this point. 

(ii) Show that there is a bijective correspondence between the sets of cosets of (Z /pZ) 2 
with respect to subgroups of order p and hyperplanes in P p_1 which cut out in C 
the set of p osculating points. 

(iii) Show that the set of p-torsion points and the set of osculating hyperplanes define 
a (Pp+i i P(P + 1) P ) -configuration of p 2 points and p(p + 1) hyperplanes (i.e. each 
point is contained in p + 1 hyperplanes and each hyperplane contains p points). 

(iv) Find a projective representation of the group (Z/pZ) 2 in P p_1 such that each 
osculating hyperplane is invariant with respect to some cyclic subgroup of order p 
of(Z/pZ) 2 . 

3.5 A point on a nonsingular cubic is called a sextactic point if there exists an irreducible 
conic intersecting the cubic at this point with multiplicity 6. Show that there are 27 
sextactic points. 

3.6 The pencil of lines through a point on a nonsingular cubic curve C contains four 
tangent lines. Show that the twelve contact points of three pencils with collinear base 
points on C lie on 16 lines forming a configuration (124, 163) (the Hesse-Salmon con- 
figuration). 

3.7 Show that the cross ratio of the four tangent lines of a nonsingular plane cubic curve 
which pass through a point on the curve does not depend on the point. 

3.8 Prove that the second polar of a nonsingular cubic C with respect to the point a on 
the Hessian He(C) is equal to the tangent line T a (He(C)). 

3.9 Let a, b be two points on the Hessian curve He(C) forming an orbit with the respect 
to the Steinerian involution. Show that the line ab is tangent to Cay(C) at some point 
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d. Let c be the third intersection point of He(C) with the line ab. Show that the pairs 
(a, b) and (c, d) are harmonically conjugate. 

3.10 Show that from each point a on the He(C) one can pass three tangent lines to 
Cay(C). Let b be the singular point of P a (C). Show that the set of the three tangent 
lines consists of the line ab and the components of the reducible polar conic Pb(C). 

3.11 Let C — V(}2 0<i< j <k<2 aijktitjtk)- Show that the Cayleyan curve Cay(C) can 
be given by the equation 
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[112], p. 245. 

3.12 Show that any general net of conies is equal to the net of polars of some cu- 
bic curve. Show that the curve parameterizing the irreducible components of singular 
members of the net coincides with the Cayleyan curve of the cubic (it is called the 
Hermite curve of the net). 

3.13 Show that the group of projective transformations leaving a nonsingular plane 
cubic invariant is a finite group of order 18, 36 or 54. Determine these groups. 

3.14 Find all ternary cubics C such that VSP(C, 4)° = 0. 

3.15 Show that a plane cubic curve belongs to the closure of the Fermat locus if and 
only if it admits a first polar equal to a double line or the whole space. 

3.16 Show that any plane cubic curve can be projectively generated by three pencils of 
lines. 

3.17 Given a nonsingular conic K and a nonsingular cubic C, show that the set of points 
x such that P x (C) is inscribed in a self-polar triangle of K is a conic. 

3.18 A complete quadrilateral is inscribed in a nonsingular plane cubic. Show that the 
tangent lines at the two opposite vertices intersect at a point on the curve. Also, show 
that the three points obtained in this way from the three pairs of opposite vertices are 
collinear. 

3.19 Let o be a point in the plane outside of a nonsingular plane cubic C. Consider 
the six tangents to C from the point o. Show that there exists a conic passing through 
the six points on C which lie on the tangents but not equal to the tangency points. It is 
called the satellite conic of C [140]. Show that this conic is tangent to the polar conic 
P a (C) at the points where it intersects the polar line P i (C). 

3.20 Show that two general plane cubic curves Ci and C2 admit a common polar pen- 
tagon if and only if the planes of apolar conies |AP2(Ci)| and |AP2(C2)| intersect. 

3.21 Let C be a nonsingular cubic and K be its apolar cubic in the dual plane. Prove 
that, for any point on C, there exists a conic passing through this point such that the 
remaining five intersection points with C form a polar pentagon of K [497]. 

3.22 Letp, q be two distinct points on a nonsingular plane cubic curve. Starting from an 
arbitrary point pi find the third intersection point qi of the line ppi with C, then define 
P2 as the third intersection point of the line qq\ with C, and continue in this way to 
define a sequence of points pi, ?i,pa, </2, • - • , qk,Pk+i on C. Show thatpfc + i = pi if 
and only if p — q is a fc-torsion point in the group law on C defined by a choice of some 
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inflection point as the zero point. The obtained polygon (pi, 91, . . . , Qk,Pi) is called 
the Steiner polygon inscribed in C. 

3.23 Show that the polar conic P x (C) of a point a; on a nonsingular plane cubic curve 
C cuts out on C the divisor 2x + a + b + c + d such that the intersection points ab n cd, 
acPibd and ad n be lie on C. 

3.24 Show that any intersection point of a nonsingular cubic C and its Hessian curve is 
a sextactic point on the latter. 

3.25 Fix three pairs (pi, g;) of points in the plane in general position. Show that the 
closure of the locus of points x such that the three pairs of lines xpl, xqi are members 
of a <? 2 in the pencil of lines through a; is a plane cubic. 

3.26 Fix three points pi , P2 , P3 in the plane and three lines l\ , 1% , £3 in general position. 
Show that the set of points x such that the intersection points of xpi with li are collinear 
is a plane cubic curve [260]. 



Historical Notes 

The theory of plane cubic curves originates from the works of I. Newton [41 1] 
and his student C. MacLaurin [373]. Newton was the first to classify real cubic 
curves, and he also introduced the Weierstrass equation. Much later, K. Weier- 
strass showed that the equation can be parameterized by elliptic functions, the 
Weierstrass functions p(z) and p(z)'. The parameterization of a cubic curve 
by elliptic functions was widely used for defining a group law on the cubic. 
We refer to [493] for the history of the group law on a cubic curve. Many geo- 
metric results on cubic curves follow simply from the group law and were first 
discovered without using it. For example, the fact that the line joining two in- 
flection points contains the third inflection point was discovered by MacLaurin 
much earlier before the group law was discovered. The book of Clebsch and 
Lindemann [1 12] contains many applications of the group law to the geometry 
of cubic curves. 

The Hesse pencil was introduced and studied by O. Hesse [287], [288]. The 
pencil was also known as the syzygetic pencil (see [112]). It was widely used 
as a canonical form for a nonsingular cubic curve. More facts about the Hesse 
pencil and its connection to other constructions in modern algebraic geometry 
can be found in [14]. 

The Cayleyan curve first appeared in Cayley's paper [72]. The Schlafli equa- 
tion of the dual curve from the Exercises was given by L. Schlafli in [494]. Its 
modern proof can be found in [238]. 

The polar polygons of plane cubics were first studied by F. London [364]. 
London proves that the set of polar 4-gons of a general cubic curve are base 
points of apolar pencils of conies in the dual plane. A modern treatment of 
some of these results is given in [176] (see also [458] for related results). A 



Historical Notes 



161 



beautiful paper by G. Halphen [274] discusses the geometry of torsion points 
on plane cubic curves. 

Poloconics of a cubic curve are studied extensively in Durege's book [193]. 
The term belongs to L. Cremona [140] (conic polar in Salmon's terminology). 
O. Schlessinger proved in [497] that any polar pentagon of a nonsingular cubic 
curve can be inscribed in an apolar cubic curve. 

The projective generation of a cubic curve by a pencil and a pencil of conies 
was first given by M. Chasles. Other geometric ways to generate a plane cubic 
are discussed in Durege's book [193]. Steiner polygons inscribed in a plane 
cubic were introduced by J. Steiner in [539]. His claim that their existence is 
an example of a porism was given without proof. The proof was later supplied 
by A. Clebsch [106]. 

The invariants S and T of a cubic ternary form were first introduced by 
Aronhold [11]. G. Salmon gave the explicit formulas for them in [490]. The 
basic covariants and contravariants of plane cubics were given by A. Cayley 
[77]. He also introduced 34 basic concomitants [90]. They were later studied 
in detail by A. Clebsch and P. Gordan [110]. The fact that they generate the 
algebra of concomitants was first proved by P. Gordan and M. Noether [252], 
and by S. Gundelfinger [271]. A simple proof for the completeness of the set 
of basic covariants was given by L. Dickson [166]. One can find an exposition 
on the theory of invariants of ternary cubics in classical books on the invariant 
theory [257], [211]. 

Cremona's paper [140] is a fundamental source of the rich geometry of plane 
curves, and in particular, cubic curves. Other good sources for the classical 
geometry of cubic curves are books by Clebsch and Lindemann [1 12], t. 2, by 
H. Durege [193], by G. Salmon [490], by H. White [598] and by H. Schroter 
[501]. 



4 

Determinantal equations 



4.1 Plane curves 

4.1.1 The problem 

Let us consider the following problem. Let /(to, • • • , t n ) be a homogeneous 
polynomial of degree d, find a d x d matrix A = (kj(t)) with linear forms as 
its entries such that 

/(io,...,t„) =det(/y(t)). (4.1) 

We say that two determinantal representations defined by matrices A and A' 
are equivalent if there exists two invertible matrices X,Y with constant entries 
such that A' = XAY. One may ask to describe the set of equivalence classes 
of determinantal representations. 

First, let us reinterpret this problem geometrically and coordinate-free. Let 
E be a vector space of dimension n + 1 and let U, V be vector spaces of 
dimension d. A square matrix of size d x d corresponds to a linear map U v — > 
V, or an element of U <g> V. A matrix with linear forms corresponds to an 
element of E v <g> [/ <g> V, or a linear map 0' : £ — > [/ ® V. 

We shall assume that the map </>' is injective (otherwise the hypersurface 
V(/) is a cone, so we can solve our problem by induction on the number of 
variables). Let 

4>: \E\ -> \U®V\ (4.2) 

be the regular map of the associated projective spaces. Let T>d C \U ® V\ 
be the determinantal hypersurface parameterizing non-invertible linear maps 
U v — > V. If we choose bases in f7, V, then 1?^ is given by the determinant of 
a square matrix (whose entries will be coordinates in U (£> F). The preimage 
of 1?^ in | E | is a hypersurface of degree d. Our problem is to construct such a 
map (f> in order that a given hypersurface is obtained in this way. 
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Note that the singular locus T>^ as of T>d corresponds to matrices of corank 
> 2. It is easy to see that its codimension in \U ® V| is equal to 4. If the 
image of \E\ intersects £>™ g , then (/^(X^) will be a singular hypersurface. 
So, a nonsingular hypersurface V(f) of dimension > 3 cannot be given by 
a determinantal equation. However, it still could be true for the hypersurface 
V(f k ). 

4.1.2 Plane curves 

Let us first consider the case of nonsingular plane curves C = V(f) C P 2 . As- 
sume that C has a determinantal equation. As we explained earlier, the image 
of the map <f> does not intersect T>^ ng . Thus, for any x S C, the corank of the 
matrix <j>(x) is equal to 1 (here we consider a matrix up to proportionality since 
we are in the projective space). The null-space of this matrix is a 1 -dimensional 
subspace of U v , i.e., a point in P(f7). This defines a regular map 

l:C->F(U), x^> |Ker(0(x))|. 

Now let t (f)(x) : V v — > U be the transpose map. In coordinates, it corresponds 
to the transpose matrix. Its null-space is isomorphic to Im^x)) 1 - and is also 
one-dimensional. So we have another regular map 

t:C->P(V), ih |Ker(V(ac))|< 

Let 

C=l*O r(u) (l), M = x*O nv) {l). 

These are invertible sheaves on the curve C. We can identify U with H°(C, C) 
and V with H°(C,Ai) (see Lemma 4.1.3 below). Consider the composition 
of regular maps 

^ . c M P(C7) x P( V) P(tT ® V), (4.3) 

where sa is the Segre map. It follows from the definition of the Segre map, 
that the tensor ip(x) is equal to l(x) (8 It can be viewed as a linear map 
U — > . In coordinates, the matrix of this map is the product of the column 
vector defined by v(x) and the row vector defined by l(x). It is a rank 1 matrix 
equal to the adjugate matrix of the matrix A = 4>{x) (up to proportionality). 
Consider the rational map 

AAy.\U®V\ >W(U®V) (4.4) 

defined by taking the adjugate matrix. Recall that the adjugate matrix should 
be considered as a linear map f\ d 1 U v — ► f\ d 1 V and we can identify 
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\U y <g> V y \ with | A d_1 U <g> A d_1 V\. Although Adj is not well-defined on 
vector spaces, it is well-defined, as a rational map, on the projective spaces 
(see Example 1.1.4). Let W = Adj o (f>, then ip is equal to the restriction of "J to 
C. Since Adj is defined by polynomials of degree d — 1 (after we choose bases 
in U, V), we have 

**O nu ® v) (l) = O im (d-l). 

This gives 

rO P{u ® v) (l) = O im (d-l) ® O c = O c {d-l). 
On the other hand, we get 

^*0P(LW)(1) = O2 ° {{,t))*O r{um) {l) 

= (l,t)*{s* 2 O rmv) (l)) = (I,t)*(rfOp (t/) (l)®rfOp (v) (l)) 

= rPp(tr)(l)®t*Pp (v) (l) = £<8>M. 

Herepi : P(J7) x P(V) -y \U\, p 2 : F(U) x P(V) -> P(V) are the projection 
maps. Comparing the two isomorphisms, we obtain 

Lemma 4.1.1 

C®M ^O c {d- 1). (4.5) 



Remark 4.1.2 It follows from Example 1.1.4 that the rational map (4.4) is 
given by the polars of the determinantal hypersurface. In fact, if A = (tij) is a 
matrix with independent variables as entries, then d d ^ — My , where My 
is the ij-th cofactor of the matrix A. The map Adj is a birational map since 
Adj(A) = A^ 1 det(A) and the map A — > A^ 1 is obviously invertible. So, the 
determinantal equation is an example of a homogeneous polynomial such that 
the corresponding polar map is a birational map. Such a polynomial is called a 
homaloidal polynomial (see [179]). 



Lemma 4.1.3 Let g = ^(d — l)(d — 2) be the genus of the curve C. Then 

(i) deg(C) = deg(M) = \d(d - 1) = g - 1 + d; 

(ii) H°(C,C) s U, H°(C,M) = V; 

(Hi) H l (C,£(-l)) S H l (C,M(-l)) = {0}, i = 0,1; 
(iv) H 1 (C,£)=H 1 (C,M)=0. 
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Proof Let us first prove (iii). A nonzero section of H°(C, £(—1)) is a section 
of C that defines a hyperplane in P(f7) which intersects [(C) along a divisor 
1(D), where D is a divisor on C cut out by a line. Since all such divisors D 
are linearly equivalent, we see that for any line I the divisor l{t n C) is cut out 
by a hyperplane in P(U). Choose I such that it intersects C at d distinct points 
xi, . . . , Xd- Choose bases in U and V. The image of <f>(C) in = P(Mat^) 

is a pencil of matrices XA + \iB. We know that there are d distinct values 
of (A, fi) such that the corresponding matrix is of corank 1. Without loss of 
generality, we may assume that A and B are invertible matrices. So we have d 
distinct Xi such that the matrix A + XiB is singular. Let u % span Ker(A + X L B). 
The corresponding points in P(U) are equal to the points l(ti). We claim that 
the vectors u 1 , . . . , u are linearly independent vectors in P(C7). The proof is 
by induction on d. Assume a\v} + • ■ • + adU d = 0. Then Au 1 + X{Bu l = 
for each i = 1 , . . . , d, gives 

d d d 

o = a(^2 a i ui ) = X! a%Aui = ~ X! a ^i. Bui - 

i—l i—1 i—1 

We also have 

d d 

= B(^2 a lU l ) = a.Bu 1 . 

i=l i=l 

Multiplying the second equality by Xd and adding it to the first one, we obtain 

d-l 

J2 ca{X d - X t )Bu l = B(Y ai(X d - A;K) = 0. 

i=l i=l 

Since B is invertible, this gives 

d-l 

^ai(Aj - X d )u l = 0. 

i=l 

By induction, the vectors u 1 ,. . . ^u^ 1 are linearly independent. Since A; ^ 
Ad, we obtain a\ = . . . = a^-i = 0. Since u d ^ 0, we also get ad = 0. 

Sinceu 1 , . . . , u d are linearly independent, the points [(xi) span P(U). Hence 
no hyperplane contains these points. This proves that H°(C, C(— 1)) = 0. 
Similarly, we prove that H°(C, A4(— 1)) = 0. Applying Lemma 4.1.1, we get 

£(-l)®M(-l) = O c (d-3)=ujc, (4.6) 
where ujc is the canonical sheaf on C. By duality, 

H\C,M(-\)) ~ H l -\C,C{-1)), i = 0,1. 
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This proves (iii). Let us prove (i) and (ii). Let h be a section of Oc(l) with 
subscheme of zeros equal to H. The multiplication by h defines an exact se- 
quence 

-> £(-1) -► C -> £ ® C H -> 0. 

After passing to cohomology and applying (iii), we obtain i/ 1 (C, £) = 0. 
Replacing £ with A4 and repeating the argument, we obtain that H 1 (C, .M ) = 
0. This checks (iv). 

We know that dim H°(C,C) > dimU = d. Applying Riemann-Roch, we 
obtain 

deg(£) = dim H°(C, C) + g - 1 > d + g - 1. 
Similarly, we get 

deg(M) >d + g-l. 
Adding up, and applying Lemma 4.1.1, we obtain 

d(d-l) = degOc(d-l) = dcg(£) + dcg(TW) > 2d + 2g-2 = d(d-l). 

Thus all the inequalities above are the equalities, and we get assertions (i) and 
(ii). 

□ 

Now we would like to prove the converse. Let C and M. be invertible sheaves 
on C satisfying (4.5) and the properties from the previous Lemma hold. It 
follows from property (iv) and the Riemann-Roch Theorem that 

dim U = dim V = d. 

Let [ : C — * F(U),v : C — > P(V) be the maps given by the complete linear 
systems \C\ and \M\. We define if) : C — > P({7 (g) V) to be the composition of 
(I, r) and the Segre map s 2 . It follows from property (4.5) that the map ip is the 
restriction of the map 

* : \E\ -» P(U®V) 

given by a linear system of plane curves of degree d — 1. We can view this 
map as a tensor in S d ^ 1 (E x/ ) <E> U y ® V y . In coordinates, it is a d x d matrix 
A[t) with entries from the space of homogeneous polynomials of degree d~ 1. 
Since &\c = iji, for any point x € C, we have rank = 1. Let M be a 
2x2 submatrix of A(t). Since det M(x) = for x € C, we have / | det M. 
Consider a 3 x 3 submatrix N of A{t). We have det adj(N) = det(iV) 2 . Since 
the entries of adj(A^) ai - e determinants of 2 x 2 submatrices, we see that f 3 \ 
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det(iV) 2 . Since C is irreducible, this immediately implies that f 2 | det(JV). 
Continuing in this way, we obtain that f d ~ 2 divides all cofactors of the matrix 
A. Thus B = / 2 ~ d adj(A) is a matrix with entries in E v . It defines a linear 
map E — > U ® V and corresponding regular map of projective spaces 

<£: \E\^ \U9>V\ 

whose composition with the map Adj : I?/® V| — > P([/(§> V) coincides with 'P. 
Since rank B = rank adj(A), and rank A(x) = 1, we get that rank B(x) = d — 
1 for any x € C. So, if det i? is not identically zero, we obtain that V(det(B)) 
is a hypersurface of degree d vanishing on C, hence det(S) = A/ for some 
A e C*. This shows that C = V(det(S)). To see that det(S) ^ 0, we have 
to use property (iii) of Lemma 4.1.3. Reversing the proof of this property, we 
see that, for a general line £ in \E\, the images of the points Xi € £ n C in 
P(Z7) x P(V) are the points (V, w 4 ) such that the u l 's span ¥(U) and the u l 's 
span P(V). The images of the Xi's in P(Z7 ® V) under the map W span a 
subspace L of dimension rf — 1. If we choose coordinates so that the points u % 
and v l are defined by the unit vectors (0, . . . , 1, . . . , 0), then L corresponds to 
the space of diagonal matrices. The image of the line I under if? is a Veronese 
curve of degree d — 1 in L. A general point *f?(x),x <E £, on this curve does 
not belong to any hyperplane in L spanned by d — 1 points x^'s, thus it can be 
written as a linear combination of the points ^?(U) with nonzero coefficients. 
This represents a matrix of rank d. This shows that det A(x) ^ and hence 
det(B(x)) + 0. 

To sum up, we have proved the following theorem. 

Theorem 4.1.4 Let C c P 2 be a nonsingular plane curve of degree d. Let 
Pic(C) 9-1 be the Picard variety of isomorphism classes of invertible sheaves 
on C of degree g — 1. Let C Pic 9_1 (C) be the subset parameterizing in- 
vertible sheaves T with H a {C,T) ^ {0}. Let C € Pic ff_1 (C) \ 6, and 
M = log® Co 1 - Then u = H°(C,C (1)) andV = H°(C,M (1)) have 
dimension d and there is a unique regular map <f> : P 2 — ► | U®V \ such that C is 
equal to the preimage of the determinantal hypersurface D^. The composition 
of the restriction of<f> to C and the map Adj : \U ® V\ — ► ¥(U (E> V) is equal to 
the composition of the map (I, r) : C — > V(U) x P(V) and the Segre map. The 
maps t : C — ► P(Z7) and r : C — > P(V) are g/ven fry the complete linear sys- 
tems \Cq(1)\ and \M.q(1)\ and coincide with the maps x i— > |Ker(0(x))| anaf 
,t i— > |Ker('(/)(a;))|, respectively. Conversely, given a map (f> : P 2 — > |C/ ® V| 
smc/z f/zaf C = (j)~ 1 (Dd), there exists a unique Co € Pic 9- (C) iwc/z that 
U = H°(C, C (l)), V = H°(C, u c (l) ® Z^ 1 ) f/ze ma/j is de/ined fry 
£ as above. 
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Remark 4. 1 .5 Let X be the set of d x d matrices A with entries in E v such 
that / = det A. The group G = GL(d) x GL(c!) acts on the set by 

(01,03) • A = 01 • A - ovT 1 ■ 

It follows from the Theorem that the orbit space X/G is equal to Pic 9_1 (C) \ 

e. 

We map Cq 1 — ► A4q — ® £q 1 is an involution on Pic 9 1 \ @. It corre- 
sponds to the involution on X defined by taking the transpose of the matrix. 

4.1.3 The symmetric case 

Let us assume that the determinant representation of a plane irreducible curve 
C of degree d is given by a pair of equal invertible sheaves £ = A4. It follows 
from Lemmas 4.1.1 and 4. 1 .3 that 

. £® 2 ^O c (d-l); 
• deg(£) = §d(d- 1); 
. H°(C,£(-1)) = {0}. 

Recall that the canonical sheaf ujc is isomorphic to Oc(d — 3). Thus 

£(-l)® 2 ^u;c- (4.7) 

Definition 4.1.6 Let X be a curve with a canonical invertible sheaf lux (e-g- 
a nonsingular curve, or a curve on a nonsingular surface). An invertible sheaf 
9 whose tensor square is isomorphic to ujx is called a theta characteristic. A 
theta characteristic is called even (resp. odd) if dim H°(X,J\f) is even (resp. 
odd). 

Using this definition, we can express (4.7) by saying that 

£ = 0(1), 

where 9 is an even theta characteristic (because H°(C, 9) = {0}). Of course, 
the latter condition is stronger. An even theta characteristic with no nonzero 
global sections (resp. with nonzero global sections) is called a non-effective 
theta characteristic (resp. effective theta characteristic). 

Rewriting the previous Subsection under the assumption that £ = M., we 
obtain that U = V. The maps [ = r are given by the linear systems |£| and 
define a map (I, [) : C — > V(U) x ¥(U). Its composition with the Segre map 
P(U) x P(U) -» P(U <g> U) and the projection to ¥(S 2 (U V )) defines a map 

ip :C^¥(S 2 (U y )) = \S 2 U\. 
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In coordinates, the map is given by 

iI>(x) = 1(x).%b), 

where l(x) is the column of projective coordinates of the point l(x). It is clear 
that the image of the map tp is contained in the variety of rank 1 quadrics in 
| U y | . It follows from the proof of Theorem 4. 1 .4 that there exists a linear map 
(f> : P 2 — > |S' 2 (C/ V )| such that its composition with the rational map defined 
by taking the adjugate matrix is equal, after restriction to C, to the map ip. 
The image of <p is a net N of quadrics in \U\. The image <p(C) is the locus of 
singular quadrics in N. For each point x G C, we denote the corresponding 
quadric by Q x . The regular map [ is defined by assigning to a point x E C the 
singular point of the quadric Q x . The image X of C in |?7| is a curve of degree 
equal to deg C = ^d(d — 1). 

Proposition 4.1.7 The restriction map 

r:H°(\U\,O m (2))^H°(X,O x (2)) 

is bijective. Under the isomorphism 

H°(X,O x (2)) = H Q (C,£® 2 ) - H°(C,O c (d-l)), 

the space of quadrics in \U\ is identified with the space of plane curves of 
degree d — 1. The net of quadrics N is identified with the linear system of first 
polars of the curve C. 

Proof Reversing the proof of property (iii) from Lemma 4.1.3 shows that 
the image of C under the map tp : C — > F(U (g> V) spans the space. In our 
case, this implies that the image of C under the map C — > \S 2 (U^) \ spans the 
space of quadrics in the dual space. If the image of C in P(E7) were contained 
in a quadric Q, then Q would be apolar to all quadrics in the dual space, a 
contradiction. Thus the restriction map r is injective. Since the spaces have the 
same dimension, it must be surjective. 

The composition of the map i : P 2 — > |0|[/|(2)|,x h- » Q x , and the isomor- 
phism |0|[/|(2)| = \0 P 2(d - 1)| is a map s : P 2 -> |0 P 2(d- 1)|. A similar 
map s' is given by the first polars x i— > (C) . We have to show that the two 
maps coincide. Recall that P X (C) n C = {c S C : x e T C (C)}. In the next 
Lemma we will show that the quadrics Q x ,x € T C (C), form the line in 
of quadrics passing through the singular point of Q c equal to t(c). This shows 
that the quadric Q t ( x ) cuts out in [(C) the divisor t(P x (C) n C). Thus the 
curves s(x) and s'(a;) of degree d — 1 cut out the same divisor on C, hence 
they coincide. □ 
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Lemma 4.1.8 Let W c S d (U v ) be a linear subspace, and \W\ S be the 
locus of singular hypersurfaces. Assume x G \W\ S is a nonsingular point of 
\W\ S . Then the corresponding hypersurface has a unique ordinary double point 
y and the embedded tangent space Tx^W^) is equal to the hyperplane of 
hypersurfaces containing y. 

Proof Assume W = S d (V v ). Then \W\ S coincides with the discriminant 
hypersurface D<j(|i7|) of singular degree d hypersurfaces in \U\. If \W\ is a 
proper subspace, then \ W\ S = | W| l~l D<j(|{7|). Since x e | Wf is a nonsingular 
point and the intersection is transversal, Y X {\W\ S ) =Y x {D d {\U\))C\\W\. This 
proves the assertion. 

□ 

We see that a pair (C,8), where C is a plane irreducible curve and 9 is 
a non-effective even theta characteristic on C defines a net N of quadrics in 
|# O (C,0(1)) V | such that C = N s . Conversely, let N be a net of quadrics in 
P d_1 = \V\. It is known that the singular locus of the discriminant hypersur- 
face D2{d — 1) of quadrics in P^ 1 is of codimension 2. Thus a general net 
N intersects D 2 (d — 1) transversally along a nonsingular curve C of degree d. 
This gives a representation of C as a symmetric determinant and hence defines 
an invertible sheaf C and a non-effective even theta characteristic 0. This gives 
a dominant rational map of varieties of dimension (cP + 3d — 16)/2 

G(3,S 2 (C/ V ))/PGL([/)- -» |O p2 (d)|/PGL(3). (4.8) 

The degree of this map is equal to the number of non-effective even theta char- 
acteristics on a general curve of degree d. We will see in the next chapter 
that the number of even theta characteristics is equal to 2 9 ~ 1 (2 S + 1), where 
g = (d — l)(d — 2)/2 is the genus of the curve. A curve C of odd degree 
d = 2fc+3 has a unique vanishing even theta characteristic equal to 9 = Oc{k) 
with h°(9) = (k + l)(fc + 2)/2. A general curve of even degree does not have 
vanishing even theta characteristics. 

4.1.4 Contact curves 

Let 

(I, r) : C -> P(U) x ¥(V) C ¥(U ® V) 

be the embedding of C given by the determinant representation. By restriction, 
it defines a linear map 

r:\C\x \M\ - \U\ x \V\ -> \C®M\ = \O c {d-l)\, (D U D 2 ) ^ (D U D 2 ), 

(4.9) 
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where (Di, D2) is the unique curve of degree d — 1 that cuts out the divisor 
D\ + D2 on C. Consider the variety 

F = {{x,D 1 ,D 2 ) e P 2 x |C/| x |V| : x e (Di,D 2 ». 

It is a hypersurface in P 2 x \U\ x \V\ of type (d — 1,1,1). Choose a basis 
(it , . . . , Ud-i) in t/ and a basis (vq, . . . , w^-i) in V. They will serve as pro- 
jective coordinates in P(U) and P(V). Let A = (iy) define the determinantal 
representation of C. 

Proposition 4.1.9 77;e incidence variety F is given by the equation 



(hi 

hi 



det 



Idl 



hd 
hd 

Idd 
Ud-1 



Ul 



Ud-1 

/ 



= 0. 



(4.10) 



Proof The bordered determinant (4. 10) is equal to — ^ AijUiVj, where 
is the (ij)-entry of the adjugate matrix adj(yl). For any x E C, the rank of the 
adjugate matrix adj(A(x)) is equal to 1. Thus the above equation defines a bi- 
linear form of rank 1 in the space U v (g> V y of bilinear forms on U x V. We can 
write it in the form GSj«i)(X] bjUj), where l(x) — [do, . . . , ad-i],t(x) — 
[b , bd-i]. The hyperplane V(X] Oi«i) (resp. V(£] 6^)) in |[/| (resp.|V|) 
defines a divisor £>i £ \C\ (resp. |.M|) such that x E (D\, D 2 ). This checks 
the assertion. □ 

Next we use the following determinant identity which is due to O. Hesse 
[290]. 

Lemma 4.1.10 Let A = ((%-) be a square matrix of size k. Let 



D(A; u, v) 



an 
a-21 

CLkl 

vi 



a.12 
022 

Ok2 
i'2 



Oik 
02k 

Okk 
Vk 



Ui 

u 2 



Uk 





Then 



D(A;u,u)D(A;v,v) - D(A;u,v)D(A,v,u) = Pdet(A), 



(4.11) 



where P = P(an, . . . , a,kk) u 1t ■ ■ 1 u^, f 1, ■ • ■ , Ufc) is a polynomial of degree 
k in variables and of degree 2 in variables Ui and Vj. 



172 



Determinantal equations 



Proof Consider D(A; u, v) as a bilinear function in u, v satisfying D(A; u, v) 
= £>(* A;v,u). We have D(A;u, v) — — AijUiV >j , where A^ is the (ij)- 
entry of adj(j4). This gives 

D(A; u, u)D(A; v, v) - D(A; u, v)D(A; v, u) 

= ^2 u a u b v c v d (A ab A dc - A ac A db ). 

Observe that A ab A dc — A ac A db is equal to a 2 x 2-minor of adj(j4). Thus, 
if det A = 0, all these minors are equal to zero, and the left-hand side in 
(4.11) is equal to zero. This shows that det A, considered as a polynomial 
in variables ctij, divides the left-hand side of (4.11). Comparing the degrees 
of the expression in the variables a,ij,Ui,Vj, we get the assertion about the 
polynomial P. □ 

Let us see a geometric meaning of the previous Lemma. The curve T u = 
V(D(A;u,u)) intersects the curve C = V(detA) at d(d — 1) points which 
can be written as a sum of two divisors D v 6 \C\ and D' v 6 \A4 \ cut out by 
the curve V(D(A; u, v)) and V{D{A; v, u)), where [v] £ ¥(V). Similarly, the 
curve T v = V(D(A;v,v)) intersects the curve C = V(detA) at d(d - 1) 
points which can be written as a sum of two divisors D u £ \C\ and D' u £ \A4 \ 
cut out by the curve V(D(A; u, v)) and V(D(A; v, u)), where [u] g P(J7). 

Now let us specialize, assuming that we are in the case when the matrix A 
is symmetric. Then U = V, and (4.11) becomes 

D(A; u, v) 2 - D(A; u, u)D(A; v, v) = Pdet A. (4.12) 

This time the curve T u = V(D(A; u, u)) cuts out in C the divisor 2D V , where 
D v £ \C\, i.e. it touches C at d(d — l)/2 points. The curve V(D(A; u, v) 
cuts out in C the divisor D v + D u , where 2D U is cut out by the curve T v = 
V(D(A;v,v)). We obtain that a choice of a symmetric determinantal rep- 
resentation C — T^(det A) defines an algebraic system of contact curves 
T u , [u] £ P(U). By definition, a contact curve of an irreducible plane curve 
C is a curve T such that 

O c {T) = C® 2 

for some invertible sheaf C on C with h°(C) > 0. Up to a projective trans- 
formation of U, the number of such families of contact curves is equal to the 
number of non-effective even theta characteristics on the curve C. 

Note that not every contact curve T of C belongs to one of the these d — 1- 
dimensional algebraic systems. In fact, T cuts out a divisor D such that 2D £ 
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\Oc(d — 1)|. Then 9 = Oc(D)(—l) is a theta characteristic, not necessarily 
non-effective. Assume that 9 is non-effective theta characteristic. Next, we find 
a symmetric determinantal representation of C corresponding to 9 and a curve 
V(D(A; u, u)) which cuts out the same divisor D in C. Since the degrees 
of the curves T and V(D(A; u, u)) are less than the degree of C, they must 
coincide. 

The algebraic systems of contact curves V(D(A; u, u)) are not linear sys- 
tems of curves, they depend quadratically on the parameters [u] G V(U). This 
implies that a general point in the plane is contained in a subfamily of the sys- 
tem isomorphic to a quadric in ¥(U), not a hyperplane as it would be in the 
case of linear systems. The universal family of an algebraic system of contact 
curves is a hypersurface T in \E\ x V(U) of type (d — 1, 2). It is given by the 
equation 



where (Aij) is the adjugate matrix of A. Its projection to ¥(E) is a quadric 
bundle with discriminant curve given by equation detadj(A) = The 
reduced curve is equal to C. The projection of T to F(U) is a fibration in 
curves of degree d — 1. 

One can also see the contact curves as follows. Let [£] = [£ , ■ • ■ , be 
a point in \U V \ and let = V(Y2^iU) be the corresponding hyperplane in 
\U\. The restriction of the net of quadrics defined by d to defines a net of 
quadrics N(£) in parameterized by the plane E. The discriminant curve of 
this net of quadrics is a contact curve of C. In fact, a quadric Q X \H^ in N(£) is 
singular if and only if the hyperplane is tangent to Q x . Or, by duality, the point 
[£] belongs to the dual quadric Q x = V(D(A(x); £, £)). This is the equation 
of the contact curve corresponding to the parameter £. 

Consider the bordered determinant identity (4.12). It is clear that P is sym- 
metric in u, v and vanishes for u = v. This implies that P can be expressed 
as a polynomial of degree 2 in Pliicker coordinates of lines in P d_1 = 
Thus P — represents a family of quadratic line complexes of lines in P^ 1 
parameterized by points in the plane. 

Proposition 4.1.11 Let (f> : \E\ — > \S 2 (U) W \ be the net of quadrics in \U\ 
defined by the theta characteristic d. For any x € \E\ the quadratic line com- 
plex V(U(u,v; x)) consists of lines in \U V \ such that the dual subspace of 
codimension 2 in \U\ is tangent to the quadric Q x — 4>{x). 

Proof Note that the dual assertion is that the line is tangent to the dual quadric 
Q x . The equation of the dual quadric is given by D(A(x); u, u) = 0. A line 
spanned by the points [£] = [£ , ■ ■ ■ , and [i]) = [f] , r]d-i] is tangent 
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to this quadric if and only if the restriction of this quadric to the line is given 
by a singular binary form in coordinates on the line. The discriminant of this 
quadratic form is D(A(x); £, £)D(A(x); r\, rj) — D(A(x);£,,rj) 2 . We assume 
that the point a; is a general point in the plane, in particular, it does not belong 
to C. Thus this expression vanishes if and only if P(£, rj) = 0. □ 



4.1.5 First examples 

Take d = 2. Then there is only one isomorphism class of C with dcg£ = 1. 
Since deg£(-l) = -1, h°{C,C{-\)) = 0, so C M, and C admits a 
unique equivalence class of determinantal representations which can be chosen 
to be symmetric. For example, if C = V(io<i — t|)> we can choose 

We have ¥(U) = P 1 , and r = [ maps C isomorphically to P 1 . There is only 
one family of contact curves of degree 1. It is the system of tangents to C. It is 
parameterized by the conic in the dual plane, the dual conic of C. Thus, there 
is a natural identification of the dual plane with ¥(S 2 U). 

Take d = 3. Then Hc fl-1 (C) = Pic°(C) and 6 = Pic°(C) \ {O c }- Thus 
the equivalence classes of determinantal representations are parameterized by 
the curve itself minus one point. There are three systems of contact conies. 
Let T be a contact conic cutting out a divisor 2(pi + p 2 + p^). If we fix a 
group law on C defined by an inflection point o, then the points pi add up to 
a nonzero 2-torsion point e. We have pi + p 2 + P3 ~ 2o + e. This implies 
that C = Oc(2o + e). The contact conic that cuts out the divisor 2(2o + e) is 
equal to the union of the inflection tangent line at o and the tangent line at e 
(which passes through o). We know that each nonsingular curve can be written 
as the Hessian curve in three essentially different ways. This gives the three 
ways to write C as a symmetric determinant and also write explicitly the three 
algebraic systems of contact conies. 

Let (£, M.) define a determinantal representation of C. Let I : C P(£7) 
be the reembedding of C in V(U) given by the linear system \C\. For any 
£>o € \A4\, there exists D e \£\ such that D + D is cut out by a conic. 
Thus we can identify the linear system \C\ with the linear system of conies 
through Dq- This linear system defines a birational map a : P 2 ---» ¥(U) 
with indeterminacy points in D - The map [ : C — > P(U) coincides with the 
restriction of a to C. 
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Consider the map 



(t,t) : C->P(L/) xP(V) 



x P 2 



Proposition 4.1.12 The image 0/(1,1) is a complete intersection of three 
hyperplane sections in the Segre embedding of the product. 

Proof Consider the restriction map (4.9) 

U X V= H°(V(U) x V(V),O nu) (l) H O v{v) {\)) -> H°(X,O x (l)), 

where X is the image of C in P(f7 <E> V) under the composition of the map 
(I, t) and the Segre map. Here we identify the spaces H°(C,C ® A4) and 
H°(X, OxiX))- Since the map (4.9) is surjective, and its target space is of 
dimension 6, the kernel is of dimension 3. So the image X of C in P(t7) x F(V) 
is contained in the complete intersection of three hypersurfaces of type (1,1). 
By the adjunction formula, the intersection is a curve X' of arithmetic genus 
1. Choose coordinates (u , u\, u 2 ) in (7 V and coordinates (i> , v 1, v 2 ) in V to 
be able to write the three hypersurfaces by equations 



E 

0<i,j'<2 



(AO 



0, k= 1,2,3. 



The projection of X to the first factor is equal to the locus of points [uq , u\ , u 2 \ 
such that the system 



2 

E 

i,j=0 



(fc) 



2 2 

3 '=0 i=0 



has a nontrivial solution (vq, v\, v 2 ). The condition for this is 



E« 

2 



(1) 

1=0 
2 



E agO 



(2). 



i=0 
2 



i=0 

( 3 ) 
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\i=0 



i=0 
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E E a i2 ; "i 



i=0 
2 



(2) 

■ia ' 



= 0. 



(4.13) 



This checks that the projection of X' to the factor P(U) is a cubic curve, the 
same as the projection of X. Repeating the argument, replacing the first factor 
with the second one, we obtain that the projections of X' and X to each factor 
coincide. This implies that X = X' . □ 



Recall that a determinantal representation of C is defined by a linear map 
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4> : E — > U ® V . Let us show that its image is the kernel of the restric- 
tion map. We identify its target space H°(X,Ox{l)) with H°(C,O c (d - 
1)) = H°(¥ 2 , Op2 (d — 1)). In coordinates, the map cj> is defined by [x] i— > 
dij{x)uj ® where C = (det (ay)). The restriction map is defined by 
the map ® Vj i— > Ay, where A^- is a (ij)-cofactor of the adjugate matrix of 
(flij) and the bar means the restriction to C. The composition is given by 

x h- > ajiAij = det (ay ) restricted to C. 

Since the restriction of the determinant to C is zero, we see that E can be iden- 
tified with the linear system of hyperplane sections of P(J7) x P(V) defining 
the curve (t,t)(C). 

Note that the determinant (4.13) gives a determinantal representation of the 
plane cubic C reembedded in the plane by the linear system \C\. It is given by 
a linear map U y — > ® obtained from the tensor r G E y ®U ®V which 
defines the linear map <\> : E — > [/ ® V". 

4.1.6 The moduli space 

Let us consider the moduli space of pairs (C, A), where C is a nonsingular 
plane curve of degree d and A is a matrix of linear forms such that C — 
V(det A). To make everything coordinate-free and match our previous no- 
tations, we let P 2 = \E\ and consider A as a linear map <fi : E — > U ® V = 
Hom(U v ,V). Our equivalence relation on such pairs is defined by the nat- 
ural action of the group GL(U) x GL(V) on U ® V. The composition of <j> 
with the determinant map U®V -> Hom(A C/ v , A V) = C is an element of 
S d (E y ). It corresponds to the determinant of the matrix A. Under the action of 
(<?, h) £ GL(U) x GL(V), it is multiplied by det g det /i, and hence represents 
a projective invariant of the action. Consider 4> as an element of E v ®U ®V, 
and let 

det : E w <g> f7 ® F/GL(C/) x GL(V) |S d £; v | 

be the map of the set of orbits defined by taking the determinant. We consider 
this map as a map of sets since there is a serious issue here as to whether the 
orbit space exists as an algebraic variety. However, we are interested only in 
the restriction of the determinant map on the open subset (E y ® U ® V)° 
defining nonsingular determinantal curves. One can show that the quotient of 
this subset is an algebraic variety. 

We know that the fiber of the map det over a nonsingular curve C is bijective 
toPic 9 - 1 (C)\6. Let 

tt: X-> \S d (E v )\ 
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be the universal family of nonsingular plane curves of degree d (and genus g). 
It defines a family 

whose fiber over a curve C is isomorphic to Pic 9-1 (C). It is the relative Picard 
scheme of tt. It comes with a divisor T such that its intersection with 7r -1 (C) 
is equal to the divisor O. It follows from the previous sections that there is an 
isomorphism of algebraic varieties 

(E v ®U® V)°/GL(U) x GL(V) = Vic 9 ^ 1 \ T. 

This shows that the relative Picard scheme Vic 9 ," is a unirational variety. An 
easy computation shows that its dimension is equal to d 2 + 1. 

It is a very difficult question to decide whether the variety VicPT is rational. 
It is obviously rational if d = 2. It is known that it is rational for d = 3 and 
d = 4 [222]. Let us sketch a beautiful proof of the rationality in the case d = 3 
due to M. Van den Bergh [582]. 

Theorem 4.1.13 Assume d = 3. Then Vic\ is a rational variety. 

Proof A point of Vic is a pair (C, C), where C is a nonsingular plane cubic 
and C is the isomorphism class of an invertible sheaf of degree 0. Let D be 
a divisor of degree such that Oc(D) = C. Choose a line £ and let H = 
I n C = pi + P2 + Ps- Let pi + D r~j q i; i = 1,2,3, where qt is a point. Since 
Pi — Qi ~ Pj — <lj, we have pi + qj ~ pj + q^. This shows that the lines (pi, qj) 
and q^ intersect at the same point on C. Since, pi + qj + rij ~ H, it 
is immediately checked that 

Pi + P2 + P3 + Qi + Qs + qz + ru + r 23 + ri 3 ~ 3H. 

This easily implies that there is a cubic curve which intersects C at the nine 
points. Together with C they generate a pencil of cubics with the nine points 
as the set of its base points. Let X = i 3 x (P 2 ) 3 /S 3 , where 63 acts by 

C : {(Pl,P2,P3), (gi,92,<73))= ((Pa(l),Pa(2),P*(3)),(q*(l),q*(2),qa(3)))- 

The variety X is easily seen to be rational. The projection to £ 3 /S3 = P 3 
defines a birational isomorphism between the product of P 3 and (P 2 ) 3 . For 
each x = (V, Q) E X, let c(x) be the pencil of cubics through the points 
Pi, P2,P3 ,91,92, qs and the points r y = (pi, 9,), where (ij) = (12), (23), (13). 
Consider the set U' of pairs (x, C), C E c(x). The projection (it, C) 1— > u has 
fibres isomorphic to P 1 . Thus the field of rational functions on X' is isomor- 
phic to the field of rational functions on a conic over the field C(X). But this 
conic has a rational point. It is defined by fixing a point in P 2 and choosing 
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a member of the pencil passing through this point. Thus the conic is isomor- 
phic to P 1 and C(X') is a purely trancendental extension of C(X). Now we 
define a birational map from Vic% to X'. Each (C, C) defines a point of U' by 
ordering the set £nC, then defining q\,q%, (73 as above. The member of the 
corresponding pencil through p^s, qi's and r^-'s is the curve C. Conversely, 
a point (a;, C) € X' defines a point (C,C) in T^jcg. We define £ to be the 
invertible sheaf corresponding to the divisor qi + q 2 + (ft. It is easy that these 
map are inverse to each other. □ 

Remark 4.1.14 If we choose a basis in each space E, U, V, then a map <fi : 
E — > Hom(£/, V) is determined by three matrices = <fi(ei). Our moduli 
space becomes the space of triples (Ai, A 2 , A3) of d x d matrices up to the 
action of the group G = GL(d) x GL(d) simultaneously by left and right 
multiplication 

( ai,(T2) • (Al,A 2 ,A 3 ) = (CTlAlCT^CTl^CT^Seri^C"^ 1 )- 

Consider an open subset of maps such that A x is an invertible matrix. Tak- 
ing (<7i, (T 2 ) = (1, ^r 1 )' we ma y assume that A\ = 1^ is the identity matrix. 
The stabilizer subgroup of (I d , A 2 ,A 3 ) is the subgroup of (0-1,0-2) suc h that 
Oio 2 = 1. Thus our orbit space is equal to the orbit space of pairs of matri- 
ces (A, B) up to simultaneous conjugation. The rationality of this space is a 
notoriously very difficult problem. 



4.2 Determinantal equations for hypersurfaces 

4.2.1 Determinantal varieties 

Let Mat TO; fe = C mxk be the space of complex m x k matrices with natural 
basis eij and coordinates tij. The coordinate ring C[C mxn ] is isomorphic to 
the polynomial ring C[(tjj)] in mk variables. For any vector spaces U, V of 
dimensions k, m, respectively, a choice of a basis (ui) in U and a basis (vj) 
in V identifies U ® V with Mat TO; fe by sending m ® vj to e^. An element 
a G U ® V can be viewed as a linear map U v — » V, or as a bilinear form 
on U y ® F v . Under the natural isomorphism ?7 ® V — » V ® 17, the map o 
changes to the transpose map *o. 

We denote by l N(a) (resp. r A''(o)) the left (resp. the right) kernel of a 
considered as a bilinear map. These are subspaces of C7 V and V v , respectively. 
Equivalently, l N(a) = Ker(o) (resp. r N(a) = Ker(*o) = o^C/)- 1 ) if o is 
considered as a linear map. For any r in the range < r < min{m, fe}, we set 

{U ®V) r := {a ®V : rank o < r} 
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and denote by |E7g) V\ r its image in the projective space | f/® V|. The varieties 
\U ® V^| r are closed subvarieties of the projective space \U ® V|, called the 
determinant varieties. Under isomorphism \U ® V| = |C mxfe | = P mfc_1 ? 
the variety |{7 ® V\ r becomes isomorphic to the closed subvariety G f P m ' £ ~ 1 
defined by (r + 1) x (r + 1) minors of a m x fc matrix with entries £y. 

Let G(?', be the Grassmann variety of r-dimensional linear subspaces of 
V and let 

\U®V\ r = {(<j>,L) G 1 17® V| x G(r,V0 : </ , ( c/V ) C L}. 

The projection to G(r, V) exhibits \U <8> V| r as a projective vector bundle of 

relative dimension fcr and implies that \U <g> V\ r is a smooth variety of di- 
mension mk — (to — k)(k — r). The projection to \U ® V\ r is a proper map 
which is an isomorphism over |E7 (g) V| r \ \U ® V| r _i. It defines a resolution 
of singularities 

a ■ \U~®V\ T \U®V\ r . 

It identifies the tangent space T^jd?/ ® V\ r ) at a point [a] € \U ® V| r with 
the projective space of maps t : U y — > V such that r(Ker(cr)) C cr(C/ v ). If 
we view a as a bilinear form on C/ v ® U v , then the tangent space consists of 
bilinear forms r € £7 <g> V such that t(u* <g> u*) = for all u* E l N(a),v* € 
r N(a). 

Here are some known properties of the determinantal varieties (see [10], 
Chapter II, §5). 

Theorem 4.2.1 Let Mat m .fc(r) C C mxfc , to < n, be the subvariety of matri- 
ces of rank < r < m. Then 

• Mat m f.(r) is an irreducible Cohen-Macaulay variety of codimension (to — 
r)(k — r); 

• Sing(Mat m:fc (r)) = Mat m , fc (r - 1); 

• the multiplicity o/Mat mJ t(r) at a point A of rank s < r is equal to 

m-r-l , -\ i ., 

, , „ / \ TT (« — S + 7j!j! 

mult A Mat m , fc r = ]] ? - J 

in particular, 

• f/ze degree o/Mat m ^(r) is equal to 

degMat mifc (r) = mult Mat m . fe (r) = \ 

7=o ( r + j)K«- ?, + j) ! 
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Let <f> : E — > U <g> V be an injective linear map and |^| : |F| ^>\U ®V\ be 
the corresponding closed embedding morphism. Let 

D r (<f>) - l^-'df/® K| r ) = n |*7® V| r . 

We say that <j> : E — > U ® V is proper, if 

codim_D r ((/>) = codim|£/ <g> U| r = (m — r)(fc — r). 

In particular, this implies that D r {4>) is a Cohen-Macaulay variety of dimen- 
sion n — (m — r)(fc — r) in |F|. We also say that is transversal if 

Sing(|£/ <g> V| r ) = 1 17 <g> V^lr-i, r < min{m, fc}. 

Using the description of the tangent space of \U <g> V | r at its nonsingular point, 
we obtain the following. 

Proposition 4.2.2 Assume <j> is proper. A point [x] G D. r (<f>) \ D r _\(<j)) is 
nonsingular if and only if 

dim{y G E : (j>(y)(Kex(<p(x)) ® Ker(V(#))) = 0} = n+ 1 — (m — r)(fc — r). 

For example, suppose k = m = d and r = d — 1. Let [x] G Dd-i{4>) \ 
Dd-i(4>). Then Ker(0(x)) and Ker(*^(x)) are 1-dimensional subspaces. Let 
u* , v* be their respective bases. Then [x] is a nonsingular point on Dd-i(4>) 
if and only if the tensor u* ® u* is not contained in the kernel of the map 

: U v <g> U v -» £ v . 

For any vector space F we denote by F the trivial vector bundles F <g> 0p« 
on P™ with a fixed isomorphism from F to its space of global sections. Since 

Hom([/ v (-l),X) = H°(¥ n ,U(l),V) S £ v ® *7 ® V, 

a linear map cf) : E ^ U ®V defines a homomorphism of vector bundles 
I7 V (-1) -> V. For any point [or] G P n , the fiber (77 v (-l))(x) is canonically 
identified with J7 V ®Ca; and the map of fibres £/ v (— l)(x) — > U(x) is the map 
u (E) x i — > </>(x)(u). 

Assume that k > m and </>(x) is of maximal rank for a general point 
[x] G P™. Since a locally free sheaf has no nontrivial torsion subsheaves, 
the homomorphism C/ v (— 1) — » is injective, and we obtain an exact 

sequence 

0^I7 V (-1) ^V^T^O. (4.14) 

Recall that the fibre T{x) of a sheaf T over a point x is the vector space 
F x lva x F x over the residue field O x /m x of x. A sheaf over a reduced scheme 
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is locally free of rank r if and only if all its fibres are vector spaces of dimension 
r. Passing to the fibres of the sheaves in the exact sequence, we obtain 

dim T(x) = m — rank <fi(x). (4.15) 

In particular, if k > to, then T is locally free of rank to — k outside D m -i(4>) 
of rank to — k. It has singularities on D m _2 (<f>). 

Assume m = k. Let X denote the set-theoretical support Supp( T) of T and 
let X s denote the scheme-theoretical support of T defined by the determinant 
of <f>. It is known that the annihilator ideal Ann(jF) of the sheaf T is equal to 
(Fitti(J r ) : Fitto(J r )), where Fitt;(jF) denote the Fitting ideals of T generated 
by k — i x k — i minors of the matrix defining <f> (see [207], p. 511). We will 
often consider T as a coherent sheaf on X s . Note that X — (X s ) le d, and, in 
general, X ^ X s . 

Let r = max{s : D s ((f>) ^ Dk(o-)}. Assume X = X s . It follows from 
(4.15) that !F re d is locally free on X outside D s . For example, when the matrix 
of tj> is skew-symmetric, we expect that T K d is of rank 2 outside Dk-2{4>)- 

Remark 4.2.3 The homomorphism (j> : C/ v — > V_ of vector bundles is a special 
case of a homomorphism of vector bundles on a variety X. The rank degener- 
acy loci of such homomorphisms are studied in detail in Fulton's book [230]. 

Remark 4.2.4 In view of classical geometry, determinantal varieties repre- 
sent a special class of varieties. Let us elaborate. Let A = (a«) be a to x k 
matrix, where are linear forms in variables t , . . . ,t n . Consider each en- 
try as a hyperplane in P™. Assume that the linear forms a\j, . . . , a m j in each 
j-th column are linearly independent. Let Bj be their common zeros. These 
are projective subspaces in P™ of codimension to. A linear form X^ZLi u i a ij 
defines a hyperplane Hj(u) containing Bj. Varying m, . . . , u m , we obtain a 
(n — to) -dimensional subspace of hyperplanes containing Bj. In classical lan- 
guage this is the star ]Bj [ of hyperplanes (a pencil if to = 2, a net if m — 3, 
a web if to = 4 of hyperplanes). It can be considered as a projective subspace 
of dimension to — 1 in the dual space (P") v . Now, the matrix defines k stars 
[Bj [ with uniform coordinates (u\, . . . , u m ). In classical language, k collinear 
to — 1-dimensional subspaces of the dual space. 
Consider the subvariety of P" 

X = {x £ P" : x E Hi(u) n . . . n H k (u), for some u G C m }. 

It is clear that 

X = {x G P" : rankA(a;) < m}. 
If k < to, we have X = P™, so we assume that m < k.lf not, we replace A 
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with its transpose matrix. In this way we obtain a proper subvariety X of P™, a 
hypersurface, if m = k, with linear determinantal representation X = det A. 
For any x £ X let 

l N(x) := {u£C m :x£ H^u) H . . . H if fe (u)}. 

Then the subvariety X r of X 

X r = {x £ X : dim l N(x) > m - r}, r<m-l, 

is the determinantal subvariety of P n given by the condition rankA(a;) < r. 
We have a regular map 

l:X\X m _ 2 ^¥ m -\ x^\ l N(x)\. 

The image is the subvariety of P" 1 ^ 1 given by 

rank L(u\ ,u m ) < n, 

where L is the k x (n + 1) matrix with js-th entry equal to a^u^. If 

k < n, the map I is dominant, and if k = n, it is birational. 

4.2.2 Arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay sheaves 

Let J 7 be a coherent sheaf on P™ and 

oo 
fe=0 

It is a graded module over the graded ring 

oo 

S = r.(Op») = H°(F n ,O r n(k)) £* C[t 0) • • . ,*„]. 

fc=0 

We say that J 7 is an arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay sheaf (aCM sheaf for 
brevity) if M = T >t (jF) is a graded Cohen-Macaulay module over S. Recall 
that this means that every localization of M is a Cohen-Macaulay module, 
i.e. its depth is equal to its dimension. Let us identify M with the coherent 
sheaf on Spec A. The associated sheaf M on Proj S is isomorphic to T . Let 
U = Spec S \ mo, where mo = (to, . . . , t n ) is the irrelevant maximal ideal 
of the graded ring S. Since the projection U — ► Proj S = ¥ n is a smooth 
morphism, the localizations of M at every maximal ideal different from m are 
Cohen-Macaulay modules if and only if 

• T x is a Cohen-Macaulay module over Op^. x for all x £ P n . 
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The condition that the localization of M = T^(J-) at mo is Cohen-Mac aulay 
is satisfied if and only if the local cohomology HI (M ) vanish for all i with 

< i < dimM. We have H l (U,M) = ® keZ H l (P n , M(k)). The exact 
sequence of local cohomology gives an exact sequence 

-> (M) -> M -+H°(U, M) -» fl^(M) -> 0, 

and isomorphisms 

H l + l {M)^H\U,M), i>0. 

In the case M = T*(.F), the map M -> ff°(C7, M) = T*(M) is an isomor- 
phism, hence if^(M) = H^(M) = 0. Since the canonical homomorphism 

r*(.F) — * J 7 is bijective, the conditions H l m (M) = 0,i > 1, become equiva- 
lent to the conditions 

• iJ ,; (P", ^(fc)) = 0, 1 < i < dimSupp(^), fc e Z. 

Finally, let us recall that for any finitely generated module M over a regular 
Noetherian local ring R of dimension n, we have 

depth M = n — pd M, 

where pd denotes the projective dimension of M, the minimal length of a pro- 
jective resolution of M. 

We apply this to the sheaf T from the exact sequence (4.14), where we 
assume that k = rn. 

Exact sequence (4.14) gives us that pd T x — 1 for all x £ X = Supp(jF). 
This implies that depth T x = n — 1 for all x £ X.ki particular, X is hypersur- 
face in P" and the stalks of T x are Cohen-Macaulay modules over Op» )X . The 
scheme-theoretical support X s of J 7 is a hypersurface of degree d = k = m. 

A Cohen-Macaulay sheaf of rank 1 is defined by a Weil divisor on X, not 
necessarily a Carrier divisor. Recall the definitions. Let X be a Noetherian 
integral scheme of dimension > 1 and X^ be its set of points of codimen- 
sion 1 (i.e. points x S X with dim Ox.x = !)■ We assume that X is regular 
in codimension 1, i.e. all local rings of points from X^ are regular. In this 
case we can define Weil divisors on X as elements of the free abelian group 
WDiv(X) = Z xil) and also define linear equivalence of Weil divisors and the 
group Cl(X) of linear equivalence classes of Weil divisors (see [281], Chapter 
2, §6). 

We identify a point x € X^ with its closure E in X. We call it an irre- 
ducible divisor. Any irreducible reduced closed subscheme E of codimension 

1 is an irreducible divisor, the closure of its generic point. 
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For any Weil divisor D let Ox (D) be the sheaf whose section on an open 
affine subset U consists of functions from the quotient field Q(0(U)) such 
that div($) + D > 0. 

It follows from the definition that Ox(D) is torsion-free and, for any open 
subset j : U X which contains all points of codimension 1, the canonical 
homomorphism of sheaves 

OxiP) ->jJ*O x (D) (4.16) 

is an isomorphism. These two conditions characterize reflexive sheaves on any 
normal integral scheme X. It follows from the theory of local cohomology that 
the latter condition is equivalent to the condition that for any point x G X with 
dim Ox. Z > 2 the depth of the Ox.z-module T x is greater than or equal to 
2. By equivalent definition, a reflexive sheaf J 7 is a coherent sheaf such that 
the canonical homomorphism T — > (JF V ) V is an isomorphism. The sheaves 
Ox (D) are reflexive sheaves of rank 1 . Conversely, a reflexive sheaf T of rank 
1 on a normal integral scheme is isomorphic to Ox(D) for some Weil divisor 
D. In fact, we restrict T to some open subset j : U <—> X with complement of 
codimension > 2 such that j* T is locally free of rank 1. Thus it corresponds 
to a Cartier divisor on U. Taking the closure of the corresponding Weil divisor 
in X, we get a Weil divisor D on X and it is clear that T = T = Ox(D)- 
In particular, we see that any reflexive sheaf of rank 1 on a regular scheme is 
invertible. It is not true for reflexive sheaves of rank > 1. They are locally free 
outside of a closed subset of codimension > 3 (see [282]). 

Reflexive sheaves of rank 1 form a group with respect to the operation 

c-g = ((c®gyy, c- 1 = c v . 

For any reflexive sheaf C and an integer n we set 
One checks that 

Ox(D + D')=Ox(D)-O x (D') 

and the map D Ox(D) defines an isomorphism from the group Cl(X) to 
the group of isomorphism classes of reflexive sheaves of rank 1. 

Next, we look at the exact sequence of cohomology for (4.14). Using that 

H l (¥ n , O pn (j)) = for i ^ 0, n and all j e Z, 

H i (F n ,T(k)) = 0, 1 < i < n- 1 = dimSupp^), k e Z. 
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Thus T satisfies the two conditions from the above to be an aCM sheaf. For 
future use, observe also that 

V = H°(V n ,V) = H°(V n , T). (4.17) 

Applying the functor Homo rn (— , 1)) to (4.14), we obtain an exact 

sequence 

o^vy ^u^g -> o, 

where 

G = £xto rn {? : ,O v » (-1)). (4.18) 

The sheaf plays the role of T when we interchange the roles of U and V. In 
the following we use some standard facts from the Grothendieck-Serre Duality 
(see [268]). We have 

Sxt^ (F, O r n {-!)) S Hom 0xs f xt l 0fn (0 Xs , P n (-1))) 

= Hom 0x3 (J 7 , Sxt x 0vn (Ox, , (n) = Hom 0xs (J 7 , ujx s ) (n) 

7fom 0xa (.F,e> Xs (d-n - l))(n) ^.F v (d-1), 

where JF V = Homo x (J 7 , Ox s )- Thus (4.18) becomes 

= Wom 0xs (JT, w x J(n) = ^ v (d - 1). (4.19) 

This agrees with the theory from the previous Subsection . 
Suppose T is of rank 1 and X is a normal variety. Then T = Ox(D) for 
some Weil divisor D, and 

g = o x {-D){d-i). 

We have seen how a determinantal representation of a hypersurface in P™ 
leads to an aCM sheaf on P™. Now let us see the reverse construction. Let F 
be an aCM sheaf on P™ supported on a hypersurface X. Since M = T*(F) is 
a Cohen-Macaulay module over S = T*(Op™) of depth n — 1, its projective 
dimension is equal to 1 . Since any graded projective module over the polyno- 
mial ring is isomorphic to the direct sum of free modules of rank 1, we obtain 
a resolution 

m m 

o _> S [-bi] - s[-oi] - r,(jp) - o, 

i=l i=l 
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for some sequences of integers (<z.j) and (6,). Passing to the associated sheaves 
on the projective space, it gives a projective resolution of T\ 

m m 

-> Op- (-6j) ^> Op- (-a,) -> ^ -> 0. (4.20) 

i=l i=l 

The homomorphism of sheaves <fi is given by a square matrix A of size m. Its 
ij-th entry is a polynomial of degree bj — cij. The support X of T is equal to 
V (det ^4)red- The degree of Y = V^(det A) is equal to 

<*=(&! + ••• + & m ) - (oi H h a m ). (4.21) 

We assume that the resolution is minimal, i.e. bj < a, ; for all This can 
be always achieved by dropping the isomorphic summands in the first and the 
second module. The case we considered before is a special case when T is an 
aCM sheaf for which 

ai = ... = a m = 0, &i = ... = b m = -1. (4.22) 

In this case A is a matrix of linear forms and d = m. 

Proposition 4.2.5 Let T be an aCM sheaf on P™ supported on a reduced 
hypersurface X and let (4.20) be its projective resolution. Then (4.22) holds if 
and only if 

H a {¥'\T{-\)) = 0, H n - 1 (¥ r \T(l - n)) = H Q (P n ,G(-l)) = 0. 

(4.23) 

Proof By duality, 

ff«-i(P" jF(l_ n )) = H^iX^il-n)) 

£* H°{X, Hom 0x - n),u x )) = H°(X, G(-l)) = 0. 

Taking global sections in the exact sequence (4.20), we immediately get that 
all a» are non-positive. Taking higher cohomology, we obtain 

rn 

H n -\¥ n ,F{l - n)) = £T(P", O f n (-b t + 1 - n)) 

2=1 

m 

= 0if°(P» ) O P „(6 i -2))=Q. 
Since bi < ai < 0, this implies that all £>j = — 1. □ 
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Let T be an aCM sheaf defining a linear determinantal representation of a 
normal hypersurface X. We assume that rank T = 1. We have a rational map 

t:X—*F(U), x h-> |Ker(0(x))|. 

The map is defined on the complement of the open set X' where T is locally 
free. We know that T = Ox(D) for some effective Weil divisor D. The sheaf 
JT V ^ O x {—D) is an ideal sheaf on X. Let b : X — > X be the blow-up of 
the ideal sheaf Jz- It resolves the map r in the sense that there exists a regular 
map 

f : X -> P(f7) 

such that r = r o 7r _1 (as rational maps). We will explain this in more detail in 
Chapter 7. 

4.2.3 Symmetric and skew-symmetric aCM sheaves 

Let T be an aCM sheaf on P™ whose scheme-theoretical support is a hypersur- 
face X s of degree d. Suppose we have a homomorphism of coherent sheaves 
on X s 

a: F ^ F V (N) (4.24) 

for some integer N. Passing to duals, we get a homomorphism (JF V ) V (— N) — ► 
JF V . After twisting by r, we get a homomorphism (JF V ) V — > ^(N). Compos- 
ing it with the natural homomorphism J 7 — > (JF V ) V , we get a homomorphism 

which we call the transpose of a. 

We call the pair (J 7 , a) as in the above a e-symmetric sheaf if a is an iso- 
morphism and 'a = ecu, where e = ±1. We say it is symmetric if e = 1 and 
skew-symmetric otherwise. 

We refer for the proof of the following result to [66] or to [37], Theorem B. 

Theorem 4.2.6 Let (J 7 , a) be an e-symmetric aCM sheaf. Assume that X s = 
X. Then it admits a resolution of the form (4.20), where 

(oi, . . . , a m ) = (6i + N - d, . . . ,b m + JV - d), 

and the map <fi is defined by a symmetric matrix ife—1 and a skew-symmetric 
matrix ife= — 1. 
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Corollary 4.2.7 Suppose a) is a symmetric sheaf with N — d— 1 satisfy- 
ing the vanishing conditions from (4.23). Then T admits a projective resolution 

where U — H (P" , T) and tfi is defined by a symmetric matrix with linear 
entries. 

Note that the isomorphism a defines an isomorphism a : T — > Q and 
an isomorphism V — H (¥ n ,!F) — ► U = H°(V n ,Q). Suppose n is even. 
Twisting the isomorphism T — ► Q = HomQ Xs (J : ',uJx,)( n ) by — h n < we 
obtain an isomorphism 

T{—\n) — > TLomo Xs (^ r (— n), wjj. 

Definition 4.2.8 A rank 1 torsion-free coherent sheaf on a reduced variety 
Y with canonical sheaf ojy is called a theta characteristic // there exists an 
isomorphism 

a : 9 —>■ Homo Y (9 , ujy) ■ 

Note that in the case when a theta characteristic 9 is an invertible sheaf, we 
obtain 

9® 2 = w Yl 

which agrees with our previous definition of a theta characteristic on a nonsin- 
gular curve. If X is a normal variety, and 9 is a reflexive sheaf (e.g. a Cohen- 
Macaulay sheaf), we know that 9 = Ox(D) for some Weil divisor D. Then 9 
must satisfy Ox (2D) = lox- In particular, if wj is an invertible sheaf, D is a 
Q-Cartier divisor. 

Since a and 'a differ by an automorphism of 6, and any automorphism of a 
rank 1 torsion-free sheaf is defined by a nonzero scalar multiplication, we can 
always choose an isomorphism a defining a structure of a symmetric sheaf on 
9. 

Let X be a reduced hypersurface of degree d in P™ and let 9 be a theta 
characteristic on X. Assume n = 2k is even. Then T = 9(k) satisfies F(k) = 
J-(k) v (d— 1) and hence has a structure of a symmetric sheaf with N = d — 1. 
Assume also that 9, considered as a coherent sheaf on P™, is an aCM sheaf. 
Applying Corollary 4.2.7 , we obtain that T admits a resolution 

d d 

-> Op-, (-a, - 1) O r n (-a,-) - T -> 0. 

i=l i=l 
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From (4.19), we obtain that Q = T y (d — 1) = T. The vanishing conditions 
from Proposition 4.2.5 translate into one condition: 

H°(X,9(k-l)) =0. (4.25) 

If n = 2, this matches the condition that 9 is a non-effective theta charac- 
teristic. If this condition is satisfied, we obtain a representation of X as a 
determinant with linear entries. The number of isomorphism classes of such 
representations is equal to the number of theta characteristics on X satisfying 
condition (4.25) 

4.2.4 Singular plane curves 

Assume n = 2, and let C be a reduced irreducible curve of degree d. Let T be 
a coherent torsion-free sheaf on C. Since dim C = 1, T is a Cohen-Macaulay 
sheaf. Also, the cohomological condition for an aCM sheaf are vacuous, hence 
T is an aCM sheaf. In general, a Cohen-Macaulay module M over a local 
Noetherian ring R admits a dualizing i?-module D, and 

depth M + m&x{q : Ext q R (M, D) ^ 0} = dim R 

(see [207]). In our case, the global dualizing sheaf is 

L0 C =LU P 2(C)^O C (d-3), 

the previous equality implies that £xt q 0c (J 7 , u>c) = 0, q > 0, and 

is the duality, i.e. JF — > D(D(J 7 )) is an isomorphism. 
If JF satisfies the conditions from Proposition 4.2.5 

H°(C,T(-l)) = ff'fC.flfJlf-l)) = 0, (4.26) 

we obtain a determinantal representation C = T^(det A) with linear entries 
(4.14). For a general point x on C, the corank of the matrix A(x) is equal to 
the rank of T . We shall assume that 

rank T = 1 . 

In this case J 7 is isomorphic to a subsheaf of the constant sheaf of rational 
functions on C. It follows from the resolution of T that 

X (^(-l))=0, X {T) = d. 

Thus 

deg^(-l) := X(^(-1)) +Pa(C) - 1 = Pa (C) - 1. 
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Also, 

degT = degD(T) = d + Pa {C)-l = d(d- l)/2. 

Suppose a; is a singular point of C. Then either rankA(a;) < d — 1, or the 
image of the map <fr : P 2 — > |[/ x V|d-i is tangent to |{7 x V|d-i at a point 
0(x) ^ 1 17 x V|<j_2. The sheaf T is not invertible at x only in the former case. 

It is known that the isomorphism classes of rank 1 torsion-free sheaves of 
fixed degree d on an irreducible reduced algebraic curve C admit a moduli 
space which is a projective variety that contains an irreducible component 
which compactifies the generalized Jacobian variety Jac d (C) of C (see [8], 
[454]). In the case of plane curves (and, by [454], only in this case), the mod- 
uli space is irreducible. Its dimension is equal to p a (C). We denote the moduli 
space by Jac (C). 

Let us describe in more detail rank 1 torsion-free sheaves T on C. 

Let p : C — > C be the normalization morphism. Its main invariant is the 
conductor ideal c, the annihilator ideal of the sheaf p*O c . Obviously, it can be 
considered as an ideal sheaf in C equal to p _1 (c) (the image of p*(c) in O c 
under the multiplication map, or, equivalently, p*(c)/torsion). For any x E C, 
c x is the conductor ideal of the normalization R of the ring R = Oc\x equal to 
II, .,CV ;r Le, 

5 X = length R/R. 
Since, in our case, R is a Gorenstein local ring, we have 

dime R/lx — 2 dime R/c x = 25 

(see [526], Chapter 4, n. 1 1). 

Suppose R is isomorphic to the localization of C[[u,v]]/(f(u,v)) at the 
origin. One can compute 8 X , using the following Jung-Milnor formula (see 
[324], [388], §10). 

degc x = dimc-R/J/ +r x - 1, (4.27) 

where Jf is the ideal generated by partial derivatives of /, and r x is the number 
of analytic branches of C at the point x. 

Let F be the cokernel of the canonical injection of sheaves Oc ~ > P*{Oq). 
Applying cohomology to the exact sequence 

-» O c -» P*O c -» F -» 0, (4.28) 

we obtain the genus formula 

x(p*(o c )) = x(o c ) = x(Oc) + S - {A29) 
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Consider the sheaf of algebras £nd(T) = TLomo c {J- ^T). Since £nd(T) 
embeds into £nd{Tr^), where r\ is a generic point of C, and the latter is isomor- 
phic to the field of rational functions on C, we see that £nd(T) is a coherent 
Oc-algebra. It is finitely generated as a Oc-module, and hence it is finite and 
birational over C. We set C = Spec £nd(T) and let 

7T = TTjr : C — > C 

be the canonical projection. The normalization map C — > C factors through 
the map it. For this reason, it is called the partial normalization of C. Note 
that C = C if T is an invertible sheaf. The algebra £nd{T) acts naturally on 
equipping it with a structure of an Oc< -module, which we denote by T' . We 
have 

J" = -k^T' . 

Recall that for any finite morphism / : X — > Y of Noetherian schemes there is 
a functor f from the category of CV-modules to the category of Ox-modules 
defined by 

fM = Hom M*Ox,M), 

considered as a Ox -module. The functor f is the right adjoint of the functor 
/* (recall that /* is the left adjoint functor of /*), i.e. 

f«Homo x (Afj'M) <* Hom OY (fM,M), (4.30) 

as bi-functors in Ai,Af. If X and Y admit dualizing sheaves, we also have 

fujy = UX 

(see [281], Chapter III, Exercises 6.10 and 7.2). 

Applying this to our map ir : C — > C, and taking A/" = Oc, we obtain 

It is known that, for any torsion-free sheaves A and B on C, a morphism 
tt^A — > tt^Z? is 7T* Op' -linear (see, for example, [36], Lemma 3.1). This im- 
plies that the natural homomorphism 

Home, (A, B) Hom c . (tt, A nJS) (4.31) 

is bijective. This gives 

r = -k-t. 

For any J 7 ' e Jac^C"), 

x(^') = rf' + x(c") 
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(in fact, this equality is the definition of the degree d! of T' , see [402]) 

d = degir*F' = X (tt*F')-x(Oc) 

= X (.n - x(O c ) = d' + x(Oc) ~ x(Pc>). 

Definition 4.2.9 The collection of O c ,x-modules T x , x £ Sing(C), is called 
the local type of T ([440]). The global invariant is the isomorphism class of 
£ndo c (J-)- 

It follows from Lemma 1.7 in [440] that the global type of T determines 
the isomorphism class of T, up to tensoring with an invertible sheaf. Also it is 
proven in the same Lemma that the global type depends only on the collection 
of local types. 

Lemma 4.2.10 The global types of T and D(T) are isomorphic, and 

tt ] D(T) D(-k-T). 

Proof The first assertion follows from the fact that the dualizing functor is 
an equivalence of the categories. Taking M. = u>c m (4-30), we obtain that 
n*(D(n l F)) = D(J-). The second assertion follows from (4.31). □ 

In fact, by Lemma 3.1 from [36], the map 

tt, :J^ d '(C')^J^ d (C) 

is a closed embedding of projective varieties. 

It follows from the duality that x(J~) — —x{D{T)). Thus the functor T — > 
D(fF) defines an involution Dc> on Jac P "^ C ^ 1 (C") and an involution Dc 
on Jac Pa 1 (C). By Lemma 4.2.10, the morphism 71% commutes with the 
involutions. 

Let us describe the isomorphism classes of the local types of T . Let T = 
p _1 (jF) = p* (J 7 ) /torsion. This is an invertible sheaf on C. The canonical map 
T — * p*(p*F) defines the exact sequence 

-> T -> p*T -+ T -> 0, (4.32) 

where T is a torsion sheaf whose support is contained in the set of singular 
points of C. 

The immediate corollary of this is the following. 
Lemma 4.2.11 For any ieC, 



dimc^ r (x) = mult^C, 
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where T{x) denotes the fiber of the sheaf T and mult^C denotes the multi- 
plicity of the point x on C. 

Proof Since the cokernel of T — > p*J- is a torsion sheaf, we have 

dime .F(:e) = dimc.F(x) = dimci?*(Cc)( :E )- (4.33) 

It is clear that the dimension of the fiber of a coherent sheaf is equal to the 
dimension of the fiber over the closed point of the formal completion of T x . Let 
R (resp. R) denote the formal completion of Oc.x (resp. its normalization). We 
know that R = Yl y -> x Ry> where R y = C[[t]]. Let (u, v) be local parameters in 
R generating the maximal ideal m of R. One can choose the latter isomorphism 
in such a way that the composition of the map R — > R with the projection map 
R — > Rj, is given by 

oo 
j=m,i 

where rrij is the multiplicity of the analytic branch of the curve C correspond- 
ing to the point y over x. It follows that 

dim c R/ra = dim c f[ C[[t]]/(t m *) = J^rm = mult x C. 

t=l i—l 

Thus the last dimension in (4.33) is equal to the multiplicity, and we are done. 

□ 

Corollary 4.2.12 Suppose T satisfies (4.26), and hence defines a linear de- 
terminantal representation C — V(det A). Then 

d — rank A(x) = mult^C. 

We denote by 5 X (T) the length of T x . The length 8 X (!F) of T x is the local 
invariant of the Ocx-module J? x (see [263]). Let M be a rank 1 torsion-free 
module over R = Oc,x and M = M ® _R/torsion. Let Q be the fraction 
field of R. Since M (g)^ Q = Q, one can find a fractional ideal isomorphic 
to M. It is known that the isomorphism class of M can be represented by a 
fractional ideal J with local invariant 5(M) = dim M/M contained in R and 
containing the ideal c(R), where c(M) is the conductor ideal of R. This implies 
that local types of T at x with 5 X (T) — S are parameterized by the fixed locus 
of the group R* acting on the Grassmann variety G(S, R/c x ) = G(S, 26) (see 
[263], Remark 1.4, [454], Theorem 2.3 (d)). The dimension of the fixed locus 
is equal to 5 X . Thus local types with fixed local invariant 6 are parameterized 
by a projective variety of dimension 6. 
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Example 4.2.13 Let C be the proper transform of C under the blow-up of 
the plane at a singular point x E C of multiplicity m x . Since it lies on a 
nonsingular surface, C is a Gorenstein curve. The projection tt : C — > C is a 
partial normalization. Let = tt^Oc"- Then m™* contains the conductor c x 
and c(^) = m™*~\ hence <5 X (.F) = m x -l (see [454], p. 219). 

Let J 7 define a linear determinantal representation C = F(det A). We know 
that D(T) defines the linear representation corresponding to the transpose ma- 
trix t A. The case when T = D(T) corresponds to the symmetric matrix A. 
We assume that rank T = 1, i.e. is a theta characteristic 9 on C. 

By duality, the degree of a theta characteritic 9 is equal to p a (C) — 1 and 
x(0) = 0. We know that each theta characteristic 9 is isomorphic to ir*8', 
where 9' is a theta characteristic on the partial normalization of C defined by 
6. Since, locally, Snd{9') = Oc>, we obtain that 6' is an invertible sheaf on 

a. 

Let Jac(X) [2] denote the 2-torsion subgroup of the group Jac(X) of isomor- 
phism classes of invertible sheaves on a curve X. Via tensor product it acts on 
the set TChar(C) of theta characteristics on C. The pull-back map p* defines 
an exact sequence 

-> G -> Jac(C) -> Jac(<7) -> 0. (4.34) 

The group Jac(C') is the group of points on the Jacobian variety of C, an 
abelian variety of dimension equal to the genus g of C. The group G = 
0*j jO* c has a structure of a commutative group, isomorphic to the product of 
additive and multiplicative groups of C. Its dimension is equal to 5 = S x . 
It follows from the exact sequence that 

Jac(C)[2] = (Z/2Z) 29+b , (4.35) 

where k is equal to the dimension of the multiplicative part of G. It is easy to 
see that 

b = tfp-^SingtC)) - #Sing(C) - ^(r K - 1). (4.36) 

X 

Proposition 4.2.14 The group Jac(C)[2] acts transitively on the set of theta 
characteristics with fixed global type. The order of the stabilizer subgroup of 
a theta characteristic 9 is equal to tlie order of the 2-torsion subgroup of the 
kernel of 'tt* : Jac(C) -> Jac(C"). 

Proof Let 8,9' £ TChar(C) with the isomorphic global type. Since two 
sheaves with isomorphic global type differ by an invertible sheaf, we have 
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9' = 8 <E> L for some invertible sheaf C. This implies 

0' ® ,y ® lu c = 6 y ® C- 1 ® lj c = 6 ® C' 1 ^ 6 ® C. 

By Lemma 2.1 from [36], tt* T = tt* T ® C for some C € Jac(C) if and only 
if tt*C = O c ,. This gives tt* C 2 C C ' and hence tt*(£) e Jac(C*')[2]. It 
follows from exact sequence (4.34) (where C is replaced with C") that Jac(C") 
is a divisible group, hence the homomorphism p* : Jac(C)[2] — > Jac(C")[2] 
is surjective. This implies that there exists M. £ Jac(C)[2] such that ir*(£ (g) 
M.) = Oc"- Thus, we obtain 

9' <g> M^O® C® M = 6. 

This proves the first assertion. The second assertion follows from the loc. cit. 
Lemma. □ 

Corollary 4.2.15 The number of theta characteristics of global type defined 
by a partial normalization tt : C — > C is equal to 2 2g+b ~ b , where b' = 
#7r- 1 (Sing(C))-#Sing(C). 

Recall that a theta characteristic 9 defines a symmetric determinantal repre- 
sentation of C if and only if it satisfies h°(9) = 0. So, we would like to know 
how many such theta characteritics exist. A weaker condition is that h°(9) is 
even. In this case the theta characteristic is called even, the remaining ones are 
called odd. The complete answer on the number of even theta characteristics 
on a plane curve C is not known. In the case when 9 £ Jac(C), the answer, 
in terms of some local invariants of singularities, can be found in [276] (see 
also [359] for a topological description of the local invariants). The complete 
answer is known in the case when C has simple (orADE) singularities. 

Definition 4.2.16 A singular point x S C is called a simple singularity ;/ 
its local ring is formally isomorphic to the local ring of the singularity at the 
origin of one of the following plane affine curves 

a k : x 2 + y k+1 = 0, k > 1, 
d k :x 2 y + y k - 1 = 0, fc>4 
e 6 : x 3 + y 4 = 0, 
e 7 : x 3 + xy 3 = 0, 
e 8 : x 3 + y 5 = 0. 

According to [262], a simple singularity is characterized by the property that 
there are only finitely many isomorphism classes of indecomposable torsion- 
free modules over its local ring. This implies that the set TChar(C) is finite if 
C is a plane curve with only simple singularities. 
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The number of even theta characteristics on an irreducible reduced plane 
curve C with only simple singularities is given in the following Theorem from 
[440]. 

Theorem 4.2.17 The number of invertible even theta characteristics on C is 

22g+fc-i ; y q nas m jf 4 4s+lj D is+ 2, or E 7 singularity, 
2 2s+fe ~ 1 (2 9 + 1) if C has no singularities as above, and has an even number 

of types A 8s+2 , A Ss+3 , A 8s+4 , D$ s+3 , D 8s+ 4, D 8s+5: E 6 , 
2 2 9+ k -\2 a + 1) otherwise. 

The number of non-invertible even theta characteristics on a curve with sim- 
ple singularities depends on their known local types. An algorithm to compute 
them is given in [440] . 

Example 4.2.18 Let C be a plane irreducible cubic curve. Suppose it has an 
ordinary node. This is a simple singularity of type A\. We have Jac(C) = C* 
and Jac(C)[2] = Z/2Z. The only partial normalization is the normalization 
map. There is one invertible theta characteristic 6i with h°(8 1 ) — and one 
non-invertible theta characteristic 9 2 = p^O^(-l) with h°(0 2 ) = 0. It is iso- 
morphic to the conductor ideal sheaf on C. Thus there are two isomorphism 
classes of symmetric determinant representations for C. Without loss of gen- 
erality we may assume that C — V(t i^ +t\ + tot\). The theta characteristic 
6i defines the symmetric determinantal representation 

/0 t 2 h \ 

t tl + 4 + t t\ = dct * 2 -t - h . 

Vi -to/ 

Observe that rank A(x) = 2 for all points x € C. The theta characteristic 8 2 
defines the symmetric determinantal representation 

(-to -tA 
t Q tj + 4 + t Q t\ = det -h -t 2 . 

\-h -t 2 u ) 

The rank of A(x) is equal to 1 for the singular point x = [1, 0, 0] and equals 2 
for other points on C. 

Assume now that C is a cuspidal cubic with equation V(tot 2 + t\). There 
are no invertible theta characteristics and there is only one non-invertible. It is 
isomorphic to the conductor ideal sheaf on C. It defines the symmetric linear 
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/ -ta -tA 
t tl +tf = det -t a -*! . 

\— *i -t / 

Remark 4.2.19 We restricted ourselves with irreducible curves. The case of 
reducible nodal curves was studied in [71]. 



4.2.5 Linear determinantal representations of surfaces 

Let S be a normal surface of degree d in P 3 . We are looking for an an aCM 
sheaf T on P 3 with scheme-theoretical support equal to S. We also require that 
T is of rank 1 and satisfies the additional assumption (4.23) 

^"(P 3 , T{-\)) = H 2 (¥ 3 , F{-2)) = 0. (4.37) 

Every such T will define a linear determinantal representation / = det A 
defined by the resolution (4. 14) of J 7 such that rank A(x) = d—1 for a general 
point on S. 

Since the exact sequence (4.14) implies that T is generated by its global 
sections, we see that T = Os (C) for some effective Weil divisor C. By taking 
a general section of T and applying Bertini's Theorem, we may assume that C 
is an integral curve, nonsingular outside Sing(S'). 

Recall that, as an aCM sheaf, T satisfies the cohomological condition 

H 1 (P\T(j)) = 0, jEZ. (4.38) 

Let s be a nonzero section of T whose zero subscheme is an integral curve such 
that T = Os(C). The dual of the map Os — * £ defines an exact sequence 

T y { 3 ) -> O s (j) -> O c (j) -> 0. (4.39) 

By Serre's Duality, 

H^S^U)) = H^S.Fi-fiSws) = H x {S,T{d-A-j)) = 0. 
Applying cohomology, we obtain that the restriction map 

H°(S,O s (j)) ff°(C,0 c (i)) (4.40) 

is surjective for all j 6 Z. Recall that, by definition, this means that C is 
projectively normal in P 3 . Conversely, if C is projectively normal, we obtain 
(4.38). 

Before we state the next Theorem we have to remind ourselves some facts 
about the intersection theory on a normal singular surface (see [401]). 
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Let fx : S' — ► S be a resolution of singularities that we always assume to be 
minimal. Let £ = J^iei be its reduced exceptional locus. For any curve C 
on S we denote by er -1 (C) the proper transform of C and define 

a*(C) := tt" 1 ^) + 

where rii are rational numbers uniquely determined by the system of linear 
equations 

= a*(C) ■ Ei = ■tt- 1 (C) -Ej + Y^ rnEi ■ Ej = 0, j € /. 

iei 

Now we define the intersection number C ■ C of two curves S by 

C-C := a*(C) -a*(C). 

This can be extended by linearity to all Weil divisors on S. It coincides with 
the usual intersection on the subgroup of Cartier divisors. Also it depends only 
on the equivalence classes of the divisors. 

Recall that S admits a dualizing sheaf u>s- It is a reflexive sheaf of rank 1, 
hence determines the linear equivalence class of a Weil divisors denoted by 
Ks (the canonical class of S). It is a Cartier divisor class if and only if S is 
Gorenstein (as it will be in our case when S is a hypersurface). We have 

K s > = cr*{Ks) + A, 

where A = Yliei a i^i i s the discrepancy divisor. The rational numbers are 
uniquely determined from linear equations 

K s , ■ Rj = ^a l E i ■ Ej, j S /. 

For any reduced irreducible curve C on S define 

A S (C) := -\{a*{C) - <j-\C)) 2 + \a~\C) ■ A - S, 

where S — h (p*O(j/Oc) is our familiar invariant of the normalization of C. 
The following results can be found in [44]. 

Proposition 4.2.20 For any reduced curve C on S and a Weil divisor D let 
Oc{D) be the cokernel of the natural injective map Os(D — C) — > 0(D) 
extending the similar map on S\ Sing(S'). Then 

(i) C i ► As(C) extends to a homomorphism WDiv(S')/Div(S') — > Q 
which is independent of a resolution; 

(ii) x(O c (D)) = xPc) + CD- 2A S (C); 
(Hi) -2 X (O c ) = C 2 + C-K S - 2A S (C). 
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Example 4.2.21 Assume that S has only ordinary double points. Then a 
minimal resolution a : S' — > S has the properties that A = and £ = 
E± + ■ ■ ■ + Ek, where k is the number of singular points and each is a 
smooth rational curves with Ei ■ Ks> — (see more about this in Chapter 8). 
Let cr _1 (C) • Ei — rrii. Then easy computations show that 

n 

i=l 
n 

i=l 

C-K s = a- 1 (C)-K s ,, 

i=l 

Now we are ready to state and to prove the following theorem. 

Theorem 4.2.22 Let T be an aCM sheaf of rank 1. Then T defines a lin- 
ear determinantal representation of S if and only if T = Os(C) for some 
projectively normal integral curve C with 

deg C = \d{d - 1), Pa {C) = \{d-2){d- 3)(2d + 1). 



Proof Suppose T defines a linear determinantal representation of S. Then it 
is an aCM sheaf isomorphic to Os(C) for some integral projectively normal 
curve C, and satisfies conditions (4.37) and (4.38). 
We have 

By (4.37) and (4.38), the right-hand side is equal to /i 2 (J r (-l)). Let H be a 
general plane section of 5* and 

-> Os(-H) -^Os^Oh^O (4.41) 

be the tautological exact sequence defining the ideal sheaf of H. Tensoring it 
by we obtain an exact sequence 

-» F(-2) -» ^(-1) -» ^(-1) ® O h -> 0. 

It shows that the condition /i 2 (J r (-2)) = from (4.37) implies h 2 (T{-l)) = 
0, hence 

XOF(-I)) = 0. (4.42) 
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Similar computation shows that 

X (^(-2)) = 0. (4.43) 

Tensoring the exact sequence (4.41) by Os(C — H), we obtain an exact 
sequence 

-> T{-2) -> -> O h (C - H) -f 0. 

Applying the Riemann-Roch Theorem to the sheaf Oh{C — i?) on if, we get 

deg O ff (C - H) = deg C - d = x(<W - if)) - x(Off) 
= x(^(-l)) - x(^(-2)) - x(Oir) = -x(Oh). 

This gives 

degC = d - x(O h ) = d- 1 + \{d - l)(d - 2) = |d(d - 1), 

as asserted. 

Applying Proposition 4.2.20 (ii), we get, 

x(O c ) = -C-C + C-H + x(O c (C - if)) + 2A S (C) 

= degC-C 2 + x(O c (C - H)) + 2A S (C). 
By Proposition 4.2.20 (iii), 

C 2 = -C-Ks-2 X (Oc) + 2A s (C) = -(d-4) degC ~2 x (O c ) + 2A s (C), 
hence 

-x(Oc) = (d - 3) deg C + x(O c (C - if)). 
The exact sequence 

-> s (-if) -> O s (C - if) O c (C - if) -f 

gives 

x(O c (C - if)) = x(^(-l)) - x(Os(-l)) = -x(Os(-l))- 
Easy computations of the cohomology of projective space gives 

x(o s (-i))=(f\. 

Combining all together, we obtain 

Pa (C) = 1 - x(O c ) = 1 + \d{d - l)(d - 3) - Jd(d - l)(d - 2) 
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= i(d-2)(d-3)(2d + l), 
6 

as asserted. We leave it to the reader to reverse the arguments and prove the 
converse. □ 

Example 4.2.23 We will study the case of cubic surfaces in more detail in 
Chapter 9. Let us consider the case of quartic surfaces. Assume first that S 
is nonsingular. Then T = Os(C), where C is a projectively normal smooth 
curve of degree 6 and genus 3. The projective normality is equivalent to the 
condition that C is not hyperelliptic (Exercise 4.10). We also have h°(Ox(C)) 
= 4. According to Noether's Theorem, the Picard group of a general surface of 
degree > 4 is generated by a plane section. Since a plane section of a quartic 
surface is of degree 4, we see that a general quartic surface does not admit 
a determinantal equation. The condition that X contains a curve C as in the 
above imposes one algebraic condition on the coefficients of a quartic surface 
(one condition on the moduli of quartic surfaces). 

Suppose now that S contains such a curve. By (4.18), the transpose deter- 
minantal representation C = det l A is defined by the sheaf Q = J rV (3) = 
Os(3H — C), where H is a plane section of S. We have two maps I : S — > 
P 3 ,r : S — ► P 3 defined by the complete linear systems \C\ and \3H — C\. 
Since C 2 = —C ■ Kg — 2x(Oc) = 4, the images are quartic surfaces. We will 
see later, in Chapter 7, that the two images are related by a Cremona transfor- 
mation from | U v | = |C| V to \V V \ = \3H - C*| v . 

We will find examples with singular surface S in the next Subsection. 



4.2.6 Symmetroid surfaces 

These are surfaces in P 3 which admit a linear determinantal representation 
S = V(det A) with symmetric matrix A. The name was coined by A. Cayley. 

According to our theory the determinantal representation is given by an aCM 
sheaf T satisfying 

T^T w (d-l). (4.44) 

For example, if S is a smooth surface of degree d, we have T ' = Os (C) and we 
must have C ~ (d — 1)H — C, where H is a plane section. Thus, numerically, 
C = \{d-l)H, and we obtain C 2 = \d(d- 1) 2 , C ■ K s = \d{d- l)(d-4), 
and p a (C) = 1 + §d(<i — l)(d — 3). It is easy to see that it disagrees with 
the formula for p a (C) for any d > 1. A more obvious reason why a smooth 
surface cannot be a symmetroid is the following. The codimension of the locus 
of quadrics in P d of corank > 2 is equal to 3. Thus each three-dimensional 
linear system of quadrics intersects this locus, and hence at some point x G S 
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we must have rank A(x) < d — 2. Since our sheaf T is an invertible sheaf, this 
is impossible. 

So we have to look for singular surfaces. Let us state the known analog of 
Theorem 4.2.1 in the symmetric case. 

The proof of the following theorem can be found in [278] or [322]). 

Theorem 4.2.24 Let Sym m be the space of symmetric matrices of size m and 
Sym m (r) be the subvariety of matrices of rank 1 < r < m. Then 

• Sym m (r) is an irreducible Cohen-Macaulay subvariety of codimension 
o(m — r)(m — r + 1); 

• Sing(Sym ro (r)) = Sym m (r - 1); 

/ i-\-m \ 

. degSing(Sym m (r)) = n o <i< m -r-i ^m^y • 

For example, we find that 

degQ 2 (2) = 4, degQ d _!(2)= ( 4 - 4 5) 

Thus, we expect that a general cubic symmetroid has four singular points, a 
general quartic symmetroid has 10 singular points, and a general quintic sym- 
metroid has 20 singular points. 

Note that a symmetroid surface of degree d is the Jacobian hypersurface of 
the web of quadrics equal to the image of the map <fi : P 3 — > Qd-i defined by 
the determinantal representation. We identify l^l with a web W of quadrics 
in ¥(U). The surface S is the discriminant hypersurface D(|i?|) of W. The 
left kernel map [ : S — ■ > P d_1 given by |Os(C)| maps S onto the Jacobian 
surface Jac(|_E|) in P(U). \E\ is a regular web of quadrics if intersects the 
discriminant hypersurface of quadrics in V(U) transversally. In this case we 
have the expected number of singular points on S, and all of them are ordinary 
nodes. The surface S admits a minimal resolution a : S :— D(|_E|) — > 5*. The 
map [ = [ o cr _1 , where [ : S — ► Jac(|_E|). The map is given by the linear 
system |cr~ 1 (C)|. The Jacobian surface is a smooth surface of degree equal to 

*-\cy. 

Proposition 4.2.25 Let S' be the Jacobian surface of \E\, the image of S 
under the right kernel map r. Assume that \E\ is a regular web of quadrics. 
Then Pic(S") contains two divisor classes T], h such that h? = d^rj 2 = (^j, 
and 



k 

2r]= (d-l)h-J2 E * 
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where Ei are exceptional curves of the resolution a : S — > S. 

Proof We identify S' with the resolution S by means of the map f. We take 
h = <r*(0\E\(i)) and r\ to be r*(Os/(l)). We follow the proof of Proposition 
4.1.7 to show that, under the restriction |O p([ /)(2)| — > |C S ' (2) |, the web of 
quadrics \E\ in |C'p(f7) (2) | is identified with the linear system of polars of S. 
This is a sublinear system in \Os(d — 1)|. Its preimage in S is contained in 
the linear system \(d — l)h — 2~2i=i ^ i s cl ear that h 2 = d. It follows 
from Proposition 4.2.24, that Arj 2 = (d - l) 2 d - 2( d + 1 ). This easily gives the 
asserted value of r] 2 . □ 

Corollary 4.2.26 



2p a ( V )-2 = V 2 +r 1 -K s , =ri 2 + \d{d-l){d-A) = (f) + \d{d- l)(d-4) 



This agrees with the formula forp a (C) in Theorem 4.2.22. 

It follows from the Proposition that the theta characteristic 8 defining the 
symmetric determinantal representation of S is isomorphic to Os(C), where 
C = a*(D) for D S \r/\. We have O s {C)® 2 O s (d - 1) outside Sing(5). 
This gives 6^ S O s (d - 1). 

Remark 4.2.27 Suppose d is odd. Let 

£:=±(d-l)/i-77. 
Then 5Z i=1 ~ 2^. If d is even, we let 

£ := gdft - 77. 

The /i + Yli=i ~ 2£. So, the set of nodes is even in the former case and 
weakly even in the latter case (see [69]). The standard construction gives a 
double cover of S' ramified only over nodes if the set is even and over the 
union of nodes and a member of \h\ if the set is weakly even. 

The bordered determinant formula (4.10) for the family of contact curves 
extends to the case of surfaces. It defines a (d — 1) -dimensional family of 
contact surfaces of degree d — 1. The proper transform of a contact curve in S' 
belongs to the linear system \rj\. 




Using the adjunction formula, we find 
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Example 4.2.28 We will consider the case d = 3 later. Assume d — 4 and 
the determinantal representation is transversal, i.e. S has the expected number 
10 of nodes. Let S' be its minimal resolution. The linear system -q consists 
of curves of genus 3 and degree 6. It maps S' isomorphically onto a quartic 
surface in P 3 , the Jacobian surface of the web of quadrics defined by the de- 
terminantal representation. The family of contact surfaces is a 3-dimensional 
family of cubic surfaces passing through the nodes of S and touching the sur- 
face along some curve of genus 3 and degree 6 passing through the nodes. The 
double cover corresponding to the divisor class £ is a regular surface of general 
type with p g = 1 and c\ = 2. 

Consider the linear system \2h — E\\ on S'. Since (h — Ex) 2 = 2, it de- 
fines a degree 2 map onto P 2 . Since (2h — Ej) ■ Ej = 0,i > 10, the curves 
Ei,i ^ 1, are blown down to points. The curve Ri is mapped to a conic K on 
the plane. One can show that the branch curve of the cover is the union of two 
cubic curves and the conic K is tangent to both of the curves at each intersec- 
tion point. Conversely, the double cover of the plane branched along the union 
of two cubics, which both everywhere are tangent to a nonsingular conic, is 
isomorphic to a quartic symmetroid (see [131]). We refer to Chapter 1 where 
we discussed the Reye varieties associated to n -dimensional linear systems of 
quadrics in P™. In the case of the quartic symmetroid parameterizing singular 
quadrics in a web of quadrics in P 3 , the Reye variety is an Enriques surface. 

Assume d = 5 and S has expected number 20 of nodes. The linear system 
rj consists of curves of genus 11 and degree 10. It maps S' isomorphically 
onto a surface of degree 10 in P 4 , the Jacobian surface of the web of quadrics 
defined by the determinantal representation. The family of contact surfaces 
is a 4-dimensional family of quartic surfaces passing through the nodes of S 
and touching the surface along some curve of genus 1 1 and degree 10 passing 
through the nodes. The double cover X of S branched over the nodes is a 
regular surface of general type with p g = 4 and c\ — 10. It is easy to see 
that the canonical linear system on X is the preimage of the canonical linear 
system on S. This gives an example of a surface of general type such that the 
canonical linear system maps the surface onto a canonically embedded normal 
surface, a counter-example to Babbage's conjecture (see [69]). 



Exercises 

4.1 Find explicitly all equivalence classes of linear determinantal representations of a 
nodal or a cuspidal cubic. 
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4.2 Show that a general binary form admits a unique equivalence class of symmetric 
determinantal representations. 

4.3 The following problems lead to a symmetric determinantal expression of a plane 
rational curve [346]. 

(i) Show that, for any two degree d binary forms p(uo,ui) and q(uo,ui), there 
exists a unique d x d symmetric matrix B(p, q) — (bij) whose entries are bilinear 
functions of the coefficients of p and q such that 

p(uo, Ui)q(vo, Vi)~q(u Q , Ui)p(vo, Vi) = (u v 1 ~uiv ) ^ b ij u u d ~ :i v J vf~ j . 

(ii) Show that the determinant of B(p, q) (the bezoutiant of p, q) vanishes if and only 
if the two binary forms have a common zero. 

(iii) Let po , Pi , Pi be three binary forms of degree d without common zeros and C be 
the image of the map P 1 — > P 2 , [u ,Ui] \-t [po(«o, ui),pi(uo, ui),pa(«o, Ui)]. 
Show that C is given by the equation f(to,t\,t2) = \B(topi — tiPo,toP2 — 
t 2 po)\ =0. 

(iv) Prove that / = \toB{pi,p2) — t\B(to,t2) — <2-B(to,ti)| and any symmetric 
determinantal equation of C is equivalent to this. 

4.4 Let C — V(f) be a nonsingular plane cubic, pi,p 2 ,P3 be three non-collinear 
points. Let (Ao, Ai, A%) define a quadratic Cremona transformation with fundamental 
points pi,p2,P3- Let Qi, 92, 93 be another set of three points such that the six points 
pi,P2,ps,qi, 52, Q3 are cut out by a conic. Let (Bo,Bi, B2) define a quadratic Cre- 
mona transformation with fundamental points q\, q2, qi,. Show that 

fA B A Bi A B 2 \ 
F" 3 detadj AiB A1B1 AxB 2 
\A 2 B A2B1 A2B2 J 

is a determinantal equation of C. 

4.5 Find determinantal equations for a nonsingular quadric surface in P 3 . 

4.6 Let E C Matd be a linear subspace of dimension 3 of the space of d x d matrices. 
Show that the locus of points x £ p d_1 such that there exists A £ E such that Ax = 
is defined by ( 3 ) equations of degree 3. In particular, for any determinantal equation of 
a curve C, the images of C under the maps r : P 2 — > P d_1 and I : P 2 — > P d_1 are 
defined by such a system of equations. 

4.7 Show that the variety of nets of quadrics in P n whose discriminant curve is singular 
is reducible. 

4.8 Let C = V(det A) be a linear determinantal representation of a plane curve C 
of degree d defiined by a rank 1 torsion-free sheaf T of global type 7r : C' — * C. 
Show that the rational map [ : C — * P d_1 , x i— > jiV(j4(a;))| extends to a regular map 
C -> P d-1 . 

4.9 Let C be a non-hyperelliptic curve of genus 3 and degree 6 in P 3 . 

(i) Show that the homogeneous ideal of C in P 3 is generated by four cubic polyno- 
mials /o,/l,/2,/3. 

(ii) Show that the equation of any quartic surface containing C can be written in the 
form kfi = 0, where U are linear forms. 

(iii) Show that (/o, /1, f 2 , fa) define a birational map / from P 3 to P 3 . The image 
of any quartic containing C is another quartic surface. 
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4.10 Show that a curve of degree 6 and genus 3 in P 3 is projectively normal if and only 
if it is not hyperelliptic. 

4.11 Let C be a nonsingular plane curve of degree d and Co G Pic s_1 (C") with 
h°(C ) 0. Show that the image of C under the map given by the complete linear 
system Co(l) is a singular curve. 

4.12 Let 9 be a theta characteristic on a nonsingular plane curve of degree d with 
h°(6) — 1. Show that the corresponding aCM sheaf on P 2 defines an equation of C 
expressed as the determinant of a symmetric [d— 1) X (d — 1) matrix (oij(t)), where 
Oij(t) are of degree 1 for 1 < i, j • < d — 3, Oij(i) are of degree 2, and a,d-id-i(i) is 
of degree 3 [37]. 

4.13 Let S = V(det A) be a linear determinantal representation of a nonsingular quar- 
tic surface in P 3 . Show that the four 3x3 minors of the matrix B obtained from A by 
deleting one row define the equations of a projectively normal curve of degree 6 and 
genus 3 lying on 5*. 

4.14 Show that any quartic surfaces containing a line and a rational normal cubic not 
intersecting the line admits a determinantal representation. 

4.15 Show that the Hessian hypersurface of a general cubic hypersurface in P 4 is hyper- 
surface of degree 5 whose singular locus is a curve of degree 20. Show that its general 
hyperplane section is a quintic symmetroid surface. 

4.16 Let C be a curve of degree N(d) = d(d — l)/2 and arithmetic genus G(d) = 
|(d — 2)(d — 3) (2d + 1) on a smooth surface of degree d in P 3 . Show that the linear 
system \Os(~C)(d)\ consists of curves of degree N(d + 1) and arithmetic genus 
G(d+1). 

4.17 Let S be a general symmetroid quintic surface in P 3 and \L\ be the linear system 
of projectively normal curves of degree 10 and genus 1 1 that defines a symmetric linear 
determinantal representation of S and let 5" be the image of S under the rational map 
$ : P 3 — > P d = j Oc j v • Let W be the web of quadrics defining the linear representa- 
tion of S. Consider the rational map T : P 4 — » P 4 defined by sending a point igP 4 
to the intersection of polar hyperplanes P X (Q),Q £ W. Prove the following assertions 
(see [569]. 

(i) The fundamental locus of T (where T is not defined) is equal to S' . 

(ii) The image of a general hyperplane H is a quartic hypersurface Xh ■ 

(iii) The intersection of two such quartics Xh and X H i is equal to the union of the 
surface S' and a surface F of degree 6. 

(iv) Each 4-secant line of C contained in H (there are 20 of them) is blown down 
under T to 20 nodes of Xh- 

4.18 Let pi, . . . , ps be five points in P 3 in general linear position. Prove the following 
assertions (see [570]). 

(i) Show that one can choose a point qij on the line jHpj such that the lines piq-n, 
PlqTE, P3<725, P4<?i2, Pi923 form a closed space pentagon. 

(ii) Show that the union of five lines plpj and five lines defined in (i) is a curve of 
arithmetic genus 1 1 . 

(ii) Show that the linear system of quartic surfaces containing the 10 lines maps P 3 
to a quartic hypersurface in P 4 with 45 nodes (the Burhardt quartic threefold). 

4.19 Show that the equivalence classes of determinantal representations of plane curve 
C of degree 2k with quadratic forms as entries correspond to aCM sheaves on C satis- 
fying ti\T(~l)) = 0andJF(_Id_2) v ^^(-|(d-2)). 
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4.20 Show that the union of d different hyperplanes in P™ always admits a unique 
equivalence class of symmetric linear determinant representations. 



Historical Notes 

Apparently, O. Hesse was the first to state clearly the problem of representation 
of the equation of a hypersurface as a symmetric determinant of linear forms 
[290]. He was able to do it for plane curves of order 4 [291]. He also showed 
that it can be done in 36 different ways corresponding to 36 families of contact 
cubics. For cubic curves the representation follows from the fact that any cubic 
curve can be written in three ways as the Hessian curve. This fact was also 
proven by Hesse [287], p. 89. The fact that a general plane curve of degree d 
can be defined by the determinant of a symmetric d x d matrix with entries 
as homogeneous linear forms was first proved by A. Dixon [168]. Dixon's 
result was reproved later by J. Grace and A. Young[257]. Modern expositions 
of Dixon's theory were given by A. Beauville [33] and A. Tyurin [564], [565]. 

The first definition of non-invertible theta characteristics on a singular curve 
was given by W. Barth. It was studied for nodal planes curves by A. Beauville 
[33] and F. Catanese [71], and for arbitrary singular curves of degree < 4, by 
C.T.C. Wall [591]. 

It was proved by L. Dickson [165] that any plane curve can be written as 
the determinant of not necessarily symmetric matrix with linear homogeneous 
forms as its entries. The relationship between linear determinantal represen- 
tations of an irreducible plane curve of degree d and line bundles of degree 
d(d — 1) /2 was first established in [125]. This was later elaborated by V. Vin- 
nikov [589]. A deep connection between linear determinantal representations 
of real curves and the theory of colligations for pairs of commuting operators 
in a Hilbert space was discovered by M. Lifsic [362] and his school (see [363]). 

The theory of linear determinantal representation for cubic surfaces was de- 
veloped by L. Cremona [143]. Dickson proves in [165] that a general homo- 
geneous form of degree d > 2 in r variables cannot be represented as a linear 
determinant unless r = 3 or r = 4, d < 3. The fact that a determinantal repre- 
sentations of quartic surfaces is possible only if the surface contains a projec- 
tively normal curve of genus 3 and degree 6 goes back to F. Schur [504]. How- 
ever, it was A. Coble who was the first to understand the reason: by Noether's 
theorem, the Picard group of a general surface of degree > 4 is generated by 
a plane section [120], p. 39. The case of quartic surfaces was studied in de- 
tail in a series of papers of T. Room [473]. Quartic symmetroid surfaces were 
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first studied by A. Cayley [89]. They appear frequently in algebraic geome- 
try. Coble's paper [118] studies (in a disguised form) the group of birational 
automorphisms of such surfaces. There is a close relationship between quartic 
symmetroids and Enriques surfaces (see [131]. M. Artin and D. Mumford [17] 
used quartic symmetroids in their celebrated constru ction of counter-examples 
to the Liiroth Problem. A modern theory of symmetroid surfaces can be found 
in papers of A. Beauville [37] and F. Catanese [69]. 

We refer to [37] for a comprehensive survey of modern theory of determi- 
nantal representations of hypersurfaces based on the theory of aCM sheaves. 
One can find numerous special examples of determinantal representations in 
this paper. We followed this exposition in many places. 

In classical algebraic geometry, a determinantal representation was consid- 
ered as a special case of a projective generation of subvarieties in a projective 
space. It seems that the geometric theory of determinantal varieties started from 
the work of H. Grassmann in 1856 [261], where he considers the projective 
generation of a cubic surface by three collinear nets of planes. Grassmann's 
construction was greatly generalized in a series of papers of T. Reye [465]. In 
the last paper of the series he studies curves of degree 10 and genus 11 which 
lead to linear determinantal representation of quintic surfaces. 

Algebraic theory of determinantal varieties started from the work of F. S. 
Macaulay [371], where the fact that the loci of rank < r square matrices are 
Cohen-Macaulay varieties can be found. The classical account of the theory 
of determinantal varieties is T. Room's monograph [474]. A modern treatment 
of determinantal varieties can be found in several books [10], [230], [266]. 
The book by W. Bruns and U. Vetter [58] gives a rather complete account of 
the recent development of the algebraic theory of determinantal ideals. The 
formula for the dimensions and the degrees of determinantal varieties in the 
general case ofraxn matrices and also symmetric matrices goes back to C. 
Segre [520] and G. Giambelli [243], [244]. 



5 

Theta characteristics 



5.1 Odd and even theta characteristics 



5.1.1 First definitions and examples 



We have already dealt with theta characteristics on a plane curves in the previ- 
ous Chapter. Here we will study theta characteristics on any nonsingular pro- 
jective curve in more detail. 

It follows from the definition that two theta characteristics, considered as 
divisor classes of degree g — 1, differ by a 2-torsion divisor class. Since the 
2-torsion subgroup Jac(C)[2] is isomorphic to (Z/2Z) 2ff , there are 2 2g theta 
characteristics. However, in general, there is no canonical identification be- 
tween the set TChar(C) of theta characteristics on C and the set Jac(C)[2]. 
One can say only that TChar(C) is an affine space over the vector space of 



There is one more structure on TChar(C) besides being an affine space over 
Jac(C)[2]. Recall that the subgroup of 2-torsion points Jac(C)[2] is equipped 
with a natural symmetric bilinear form over F 2 , called the Weil pairing. It is 
defined as follows (see [10], Appendix B). Let e, e' be two 2-torsion divi- 
sor classes. Choose their representatives D, D' with disjoint supports. Write 
div(0) = 2D,div(0') = 2D' for some rational functions <\> and cf)'. Then 
= ±1. Here, for any rational function ^defined at points Xi, Xi) — 
Yli <P( x i)' Now we set 



Jac(C)[2] = F 2 . 9 . 




otherwise. 




Note that the Weil pairing is a symplectic form, i.e. satisfies (e, e) = 0. One 
can show that it is a nondegenerate symplectic form (see [404]). 
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For any d € TChar(C), define the function 

qa : Jac(C)[2] ->F 2 , e ^ h°($ + e) + h°(ti). 

The proof of the following Theorem can be found in [10], p. 290). 

Theorem 5.1.1 (Riemann-Mumford Relation) The function q$ is a quadratic 
form on Jac(C)[2] whose associated symmetric bilinear form is equal to the 
Weil pairing. 

Later we shall see that there are two types of quadratic forms associated to 
a fixed nondegenerate symplectic form: even and odd. They agree with our 
definition of an even and odd theta characteristic. The number of even (odd) 
theta characteristics is equal to 2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 + 1) (2 3 ~ 1 (2 9 - 1)). 

An odd theta characteristic fl is obviously effective, i.e. hP(d) > 0. If C is a 
canonical curve, then divisor D € |$| satisfies the property that 2D is cut out 
by a hyperplane H in the space |i^c| v , where C is embedded. Such a hyper- 
plane is called a contact hyperplane. It follows from the above that a canonical 
curve either has 2 S ~ 1 (2 9 — 1 ) contact hyperplanes or infinitely many. The latter 
case happens if and only if there exists a theta characteristic d with hPifl) > 1. 
Such a theta characteristic is called a vanishing theta characteristic. An exam- 
ple of a vanishing odd theta characteristic is the divisor class of a line section 
of a plane quintic curve. An example of a vanishing even theta characteristic is 
the unique g\ on a canonical curve of genus 4 lying on a singular quadric. 

The geometric interpretation of an even theta characteristic is more subtle. 
In the previous Chapter we related theta characteristics, both even and odd, 
to determinantal representations of plane curves. The only known geometrical 
construction related to space curves that I know is the Scorza construction of a 
quartic hypersurface associated to a canonical curve and a non-effective theta 
characteristic. We will discuss this construction in Section 5.5. 

5.1.2 Quadratic forms over a field of characteristic 2 

Recall that a quadratic form on a vector space V over a field K is a map q : 
V — > K such that q(av) = a 2 q(v) for any a <E K and any v <G V, and the map 

b q : V x V —* K, (v, w) t— > q(v + w) — q(v) — q(w) 

is bilinear (it is called the polar bilinear form). We have b q (v, v) = 2q(v) for 
any v E V. In particular, q can be reconstructed from b q if char(K) ^ 2. In 
the case when char(K) = 2, we get b q (v,v) = 0, hence b q is a symplectic 
bilinear form. Two quadratic forms q, q' have the same polar bilinear form if 
and only if q — </ = I, where l(v + w) = l{v) + l(w),l(av) = a 2 l(v) for any 
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v, w £ V, a S K. If K is a finite field of characteristic 2, is a linear form on 
V, and we obtain 

b q = b q , q = q' + l 2 (5.1) 

for a unique linear form I : V — > K. 

Let ei, . . . , e„ be a basis in 1/ and ^4 = (oy) = (6 g (ej, e,-)) be the matrix 
of the bilinear form 6 g . It is a symmetric matrix with zeros on the diagonal if 
char(K) = 2. It follows from the definition that 

n n 
i—l i—l l<i<j<n 

The rank of a quadratic form is the rank of the matrix A of the polar bilinear 
form. A quadratic form is called nondegenerate if the rank is equal to dim V. 
In coordinate-free way this is the rank of the linear map V — > V v defined by 
b q . The kernel of this map is called the radical of b q . The restriction of q to the 
radical is identically zero. The quadratic form q arises from a nondegenerate 
quadratic form on the quotient space. In the following we assume that q is 
nondegenerate. 

A subspace L of V is called singular if q\L = 0. Each singular subspace is 
an isotropic subspace with respect to b q , i.e. b q (v, w) = for any v,w E E. 
The converse is true only if char(K) ^ 2. 

Assume char(K) = 2. Since b q is a nondegenerate symplectic form, n = 2k, 
and there exists a basis ei, . . . , e n in V such that the matrix of b q is equal to 




(5.2) 



We call such a basis a standard symplectic basis. In this basis 

n n k 

q(^2 x i e i) = X! ^(ei) + a^i+fc- 

i=l i—l i—l 

Assume, additionally, that K* = K* 2 , i.e., each element in K is a square (e.g. 
K is a finite or algebraically closed field). Then, we can further reduce q to the 
form 

2k n k 

qC^Xiei) = C^aiXi) 2 + ^XiX i+k , (5.3) 

i—l i—l i—l 

where q(ei) = af, i = 1, . . . , n. This makes (5.1) more explicit. Fix a non- 
degenerate symplectic form (, ) : V X V — » K. Each linear function on V is 
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given by £ (v) = (v, rj) for a unique 77 G V. By (5.1), two quadratic forms g, g' 
with the polar bilinear form equal to (, ) satisfy 

q(v) = g'(u) + (v,ij) 2 

for a unique rj £ V. Choose a standard symplectic basis. The quadratic form 
defined by 

2k k 
7 = 1 t=l 

has the polar bilinear form equal to the standard symplectic form. Any other 
form with the same polar bilinear form is defined by 

q(v) = q (v) + (v,r] q ) 2 , 

where 

2k 

Vq = V / ?(e l )e i . 

i=l 



From now on, K = F 2 , the field of two elements. In this case a 2 = a for any 
a e F 2 . Formula (5.1) shows that the set Q(V) of quadratic forms associated to 
the standard symplectic form is an affine space over V with addition q + r],q G 
Q{V),r] G V, defined by 

(q + r))(v) = q(v) + (v, 7]) = q(v + q(v)- (5-4) 

The number 

k 

Arf(g) = ^g(e 4 )<j(e l+fe ) (5.5) 

i=l 

is called the Arf invariant of q. One can show that it is independent of the 
choice of a standard symplectic basis (see [267], Proposition 1.1 1). A quadratic 
form q G Q(V) is called even (resp. odd) if Arf(q) = (resp. Arf(q) = 1). 

If we choose a standard symplectic basis for b q and write g in the form 
go + T} q , then we obtain 

fc 

Arffa) = X! a i a i+k = loiVq) = QiVq)- (5-6) 
i=l 

In particular, if q' = q + v = go + Vq + v > 

Arf(g') + Arf(g) = g (?7 g + v) + q (i] q ) = q (v) + (v, r] q ) = q(v). (5.7) 
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It follows from (5.6) that the number of even (resp. odd) quadratic forms is 
equal to the cardinality of the set g ^ 1 (0) (resp. q$ (1)), We have 

| go - 1 (0)| = 2 fc - 1 (2 fe + l), |g - 1 (l)| = 2 fe - 1 (2 fc -l). (5.8) 

This is easy to prove by using induction on k. 

Let Sp(V^) be the group of linear automorphisms of the symplectic space V. 
If we choose a standard symplectic basis then 

Sp(V0 S Sp(2A:, F 3 ) = {X e GL(2fc)(F 2 ) : l X ■ J k ■ X = J k }. 

It is easy to see by induction on k that 

|Sp(2fc,F 2 )| = 2 fe2 (2 2fe - l)(2 2fe - 2 - 1) ■ • • (2 2 - 1). (5.9) 

The group Sp(V) has two orbits in Q(V), the set of even and the set of odd 
quadratic forms. An even quadratic form is equivalent to the form qo and an 
odd quadratic form is equivalent to the form 

qi = q + e k + e 2k , 

where (ei, . . . , e 2 fc) is the standard symplectic basis. Explicitly, 

2k k 

1lC^2 Xi€ ^ = X! x i x i+k + x k + x 2k- 
i=l i=l 

The stabilizer subgroup Sp(V) + (resp. Sp(V) _ ) of an even quadratic form 
(resp. an odd quadratic form) is a subgroup of Sp(V) of index 2 k ~ 1 (2 k + 
1) (resp. 2 k ~ 1 (2 k - 1)). If V = F| fc with the symplectic form defined by 
the matrix J k , then Sp(V) + (resp. Sp(V) - ) is denoted by 0(2/c,F 2 )+ (resp. 
Q(2fc,F 2 )-). 



5.2 Hyperelliptic curves 

5.2.1 Equations of hyperelliptic curves 

Let us first describe explicitly theta characteristics on hyperelliptic curves. Re- 
call that a hyperelliptic curve of genus g is a nonsingular projective curve X 
of genus g > 1 admitting a degree 2 map ip : C — ► P 1 . By Hurwitz formula, 
there are 2^ + 2 branch points pi, . . . ,P2g+2 in P 1 . Let / 2fl + 2 (io> t±) be a bi- 
nary form of degree 2^ + 2 whose zeros are the branch points. The equation of 
C in the weighted projective plane P(l, 1,0+1) is 

t 2 + / 2s + 2 (<o,<i) = 0. (5.10) 



214 



Theta characteristics 



Recall that a weighted projective space P(q) = P(<7o, ■ ■ ■ , Qn) is defined as the 
quotient C™ +1 \ {0}/C*, where C* acts by 

t : [z , z n ) i-> [t q °z , . . . , t Qn z n ]. 

A more general definition of P(q) which works over Z is 

P(q) = ProjZ[T ,...,T n ], 

where the grading is defined by setting dcg T{ = qi. Here q = (go, ... , q„) are 
integers > 1. We refer to [174] or [310] for the theory of weighted projective 
spaces and their subvarieties. Note that a hypersurface in P(q) is defined by 
a homogeneous polynomial where the unknowns are homogeneous of degree 
<7j. Thus Equation (5.10) defines a hypersurface of degree 2g + 2. Although, in 
general, P(q) is a singular variety, it admits a canonical sheaf 

^P(q) = Cp(q)(-|q|) 1 

where |q| = qo + - ■ -+q n - Here the Serre sheaves are understood in the sense of 
theory of projective spectrums of graded algebras. There is also the adjunction 
formula for a hypersurface X C P(q) of degree d 

u x = G x (d-\q\). (5.11) 

In the case of a hyperelliptic curve, we have 

Lu c = O c (g-l). 

The morphism ip : C — > P 1 corresponds to the projection [to,ti, tj[ i— > [to, ti] 
and we obtain that 

uj c = ip*O r i(g - 1). 

The weighted projective space P(l, 1, g + 1) is isomorphic to the projective 
cone in P#+ 2 over the Veronese curve v g+ i(¥ 1 ) c P 9+1 . The hyperelliptic 
curve is isomorphic to the intersection of this cone and a quadric hypersurface 
in ps +1 not passing through the vertex of the cone. The projection from the 
vertex to the Veronese curve is the double cover ip : C — > P 1 . The canonical 
linear system \Kc\ maps C to f 9 with the image equal to the Veronese curve 
« 9 -i(P X ). 



5.2.2 2-torsion points on a hyperelliptic curve 

Let ci , . . . , C2 9 +2 be the ramification points of the map <p. We assume that 
ip(ci) — pi. Obviously, 2c; — 2cj ~ 0, hence the divisor class of c,; — Cj is of 
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order 2 in Pic(C). Also, for any subset / of the set B g = {1, . . . , 2g + 2}, we 
have 

Oii = J] c * - # /c 2s+2 = 5^(c< - c 2g+2 ) e Pic(C)[2]. 

Now observe that 

as, = ^ c * - ( 2 5 + 2 ) c 25+2 = div(0) - 0, (5.12) 

where <f> = t 2 /(bt — ati) 9+1 and p 2ff + 2 = b] (we consider the fraction 
modulo Equation (5.10) defining C). Thus 

Ci-Cj~2ci+ ^ c fe - (2g + 2)c 2g+ 2 ~ a Bg \ {4j} . 
fc£B g \0} 

Adding to a/ the zero divisor c 2g+2 — c 2g+2 , we can always assume that #5* 
is even. Also adding the principal divisor a g , we obtain that a/ = aj, where 
I denotes B g \ I. 

Let Ff 8 S F 2ff+2 be the F 2 -vector space of functions £? g — > F 2 , or, equiva- 
lently, subsets of B g . The sum is defined by the symmetric sum of subsets 

/ + j = iu J\(m J). 

The subsets of even cardinality form a hyperplane. It contains the subsets and 
B g as a subspace of dimension 1. Let E g denote the quotient space. Elements 
of Eg are represented by subsets of even cardinality up to the complementary 
set (bifid maps in terminology of A. Cayley). We have 

E — F 29 
rj g — if 2 , 

hence the correspondence / i— > aj defines an isomorphism 

E g £*Kc(<7)[2]. (5.13) 
Note that E g carries a natural symmetric bilinear form 

e : E g x E g ^ F 2 , e(J, J) = #IH J mod 2. (5.14) 

This form is symplectic (i.e. e(I, I) = for any /) and nondegenerate. The 
subsets 

^ = {2^-1,2*}, Bi = {2i,2i+1}, i = l,...,g, (5.15) 

form a standard symplectic basis. 

Under isomorphism (5.13), this bilinear form corresponds to the Weil pair- 
ing on 2-torsion points of the Jacobian variety of C. 
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Remark 5.2.1 The symmetric group © 2g + 2 acts on E g via its action on B g 
and preserves the symplectic form e. This defines a homomorphism 

s 3 :6 2s+2 ^Sp(2.g,F 2 ). 

If g = 1, Sp(2,F 2 ) = 63, and the homomorphism s\ has the kernel isomor- 
phic to the group (Z/2Z) 2 . If g = 2, the homomorphism s 2 is an isomorphism. 
If g > 2, the homomorphism s s is injective but not surjective. 

5.2.3 Theta characteristics on a hyperelliptic curve 

For any subset T of B g set 

*r = ^2 c 4 + (5 - 1 - #Tc 2s+2 ) = a T + (5 - l)c 2ff+2 . 

We have 

2tf T ~ 2a T + (2.9 - 2)c 29+2 ~ (2. 9 - 2)c 2ff+2 . 
It follows from the proof of the Hurwitz formula that 

K c = (p*(K r i) + 22 Cj- 

Choose a representative of Kpi equal to — 2p 2g+2 and use (5.12) to obtain 

K c - (2 ff -2)c 2g+2 . 

This shows that §t is a theta characteristic. Again adding and subtracting 
c 2g+2 we may assume that j^-T = g + 1 mod 2. Since T and T define the 
same theta characteristic, we will consider the subsets up to taking the com- 
plementary set. We obtain a set Q g which has a natural structure of an affine 
space over E g , the addition is defined by 

■&T + ® I = &T+I- 

Thus all theta characteristics are uniquely represented by the divisor classes 
■d T , where T <E Q g . 

An example of an affine space over V — F^ 9 is the space of quadratic forms 
q : F^ 9 — > F 2 whose associated symmetric bilinear form b q coincides with the 
standard symplectic form defined by (5.2). We identify V with its dual by 
means of bo and set q + I = q + I 2 for any I 6 V v . 

For any T £ Q g ,we define the quadratic form qx on E g by 

Qt(I) = §(#(T + I) - #T) = #T n J + |#/ = |#/ + e(J, T) mod 2. 
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We have (all equalities are modulo 2) 

q T (I+ J) + q T {I) + q T {J) 
= i(#(7 + J) + #7 + # J) + e(7 + J, T) + e(7, T) + e(J, T) = #7 n J. 

Thus each theta characteristic can be identified with an element of the space 
Qg = Q{E g ) of quadratic forms on E g with polar form e. 
Also notice that 

(q T + o>i)(J) = q T (J) + e(7, J) = |# J + e(T, J) + e(7, J) 
= ±#J + e(T + 7,J) = g T+/ (J). 

Lemma 5.2.2 Let $t a f/zefa characteristic on a hyperelliptic curve C of 
genus g identified with a quadratic form on E g . Then the following properties 
are equivalent: 

(i) #T = g + 1 mod 4; 

(ii) /i°(i? T ) = mod 2; 
f Hi) qr is even. 

Proof Without loss of generality, we may assume that p2 g +2 is the point 
(0, 1) at infinity in P 1 . Then the field of rational functions on C is generated 
by the functions y = t^/to and x — ti/to. We have 

#t = °i + (9 ~ 1 - *T)c 2g+2 ~ (g - 1 + #r)c 29+2 - X) Ci- 

Any function <fi from the space 7(#r) = : div(</f) + i?t > 0} has a unique 
pole at C2 9 +2 of order < 2g + 1. Since the function y has a pole of order 
2g + 1 at C2 9 +2, we see that = ip*(p(x)), where p(x) is a polynomial of 
degree < |(p — 1 + #T) in a;. Thus 7(^r) is isomorphic to the linear space 
of polynomials p[x) of degree < g(<? — 1 + #T) with zeros atp,;, ieT. The 
dimension of this space is equal to | ( g + 1 — #T) . This proves the equivalence 
of (i) and (ii). 
Let 

= {1,3,. ..,25 + 1} CB fl (5.16) 

be the subset of odd numbers in B g . If we take the standard symplectic basis 
in E g defined in (5.15), then we obtain that qu = qo is the standard quadratic 
form associated to the standard symplectic basis. It follows from (5.6) that qT 
is an even quadratic form if and only if T = U + I, where qu(I) — 0. Let 
I consists of k even numbers and s odd numbers. Then qu(I) = fl 7 + 
§#7 = to + \{k + to) = mod 2. Thus #7 = #(U + 5) = #[/ + #/ - 
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2#{/n S = (g + l) + (k + m) -2m = g + l + k-m. Then to + \{k + m) 
is even, hence 3m + k = mod 4. This implies that k — to = mod 4 and 
#T = g + 1 mod 4. Conversely, if #T = g + 1 mod 4, then fc — m = 
mod 4 and ga(-0 = 0. This proves the assertion. □ 

5.2.4 Families of curves with odd or even theta characteristic 

Let X — > S be a smooth projective morphism whose fiber X s over a point s £ 
S is a curve of genus <? > over the residue field k(s) of s. Let Pic^/s — * 5 
be the relative Picard scheme of X / S. It represents the sheaf in etale topol- 
ogy on S associated to the functor on the category of S-schemes defined by 
assigning to a S'-scheme T the group Pic d (X XjT) of isomorphism classes 
of invertible sheaves on X x 5 T of relative degree n over T modulo tensor 
product with invertible sheaves coming from T. The S'-scheme Pic^- , s — > S 
is a smooth projective scheme over S. Its fiber over a point s e Sis isomor- 
phic to the Picard variety Pic^. i K u\ over the field k(s). The relative Picard 
scheme comes with a universal invertible sheaf U onX x$ Pic x ; s (locally in 
etale topology). For any point y £ Pic^/5 over a point s £ S, the restriction 
of U to the fiber of the second projection over y is an invertible sheaf U y on 
X s <8> K (s) representing a point in Pic Tl (A' iS ® «(y)) defined by y. 

For any integer m, raising a relative invertible sheaf into m-th power defines 
a morphism 

Taking n = 2g — 2 and to = 2, the preimage of the section defined by the 
relative canonical class lox/s is a closed subscheme of Pic^ g . It defines a 
finite cover 

TCx/s — > S 

of degree 2 2s . The pull-back of U to TCx/s defines an invertible sheaf T 
over = X x 5 TCx/s satisfying T® 2 = u-p/Tc x/s - By a theorem of 
Mumford [404], the parity of a theta characteristic is preserved in an algebraic 
family, thus the function TCx/s ~> Z/2Z defined by y 1— > dim H°(U y , T y ) 
mod 2 is constant on each connected component of TCx /s- Let TC^ / s (resp. 
TCx/ s ) be the closed subset of TCx/s^ where this function takes the value 
(resp. 1). The projection TCx /s ~ > & ( res P- TC-x/s ~~ * is a finite cover of 
degree 2^ 1 (29 + 1) (resp. 2^ 1 (2f - 1)). 

It follows from the above that TCx / s has at least two connected compo- 
nents. 

Now take S — |C F 2 (d) | ns to be the space of nonsingular plane curves C 
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of degree d and X — > |Cp2 (<i) | ns be the universal family of curves defined by 
{(x,C) :xeC}. We set 

rrp rrp rr-^ev / odd /-j-y^ev/odd 

1 L d - 1 L x/S , 1 L d -JL X/S . 



The proof of the following Proposition can be found in [34]. 

Proposition 5.2.3 If d is even or d = 3, TCd consists of two irreducible 
components TC e d and TC d dd . If d = 1 mod 4, then TC d v is irreducible 
but 7~C d dd has two irreducible components, one of which is the section of 
TC d -> \0 P 2(d)\ defined by P 2((d - 3)/2). If d = 3 mod 4, then TC° d dd 
is irreducible but TC e d v has two irreducible components, one of which is the 
section ofTCd — * \Op2 (d) \ defined by Op2 — 3) /2). 

Let TC° d be the open subset of TC e J corresponding to the pairs (C, i?) with 
= 0. It follows from the theory of symmetric determinantal represen- 
tations of plane curves that TC° d /PGL(3) is an irreducible variety covered by 
an open subset of a Grassmannian. Since the algebraic group PGL(3) is con- 
nected and acts freely on a Zariski open subset of TC d , we obtain that TC d is 
irreducible. It follows from the previous Proposition that 

TC° d = TC d if d ^ 3 mod 4. (5.17) 

Note that there exist coarse moduli spaces Aig V and A4° dd of curves of genus 
g together with an even (odd) theta characteristic. We refer to [129] for the 
proof of irreducibility of these varieties and for construction of a certain com- 
pactifications of these spaces. 



5.3 Theta functions 

5.3.1 Jacobian variety 

Recall the definition of the Jacobian variety of a nonsingular projective curve 
C of genus g over C. We consider C as a compact oriented 2-dimensional 
manifold of genus g. We view the linear space H°(C, Kc) as the space of 
holomorphic 1 -forms on C. By integration over 1 -dimensional cycles, we get 
a homomorphism of Z-modules 

l : flitC.Z) -» H°(C,K C ) V , <7)H = / w. 

J-t 
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The image of this map is a lattice A of rank 2g in H°(C, KcY ■ The quotient 
by this lattice 

Jac(C)=tf°(C,X c ) v /A 

is a complex g-dimensional torus. It is called the Jacobian variety of C. 
Recall that the cap product 

n : ffi(C,Z) x ffi(C,Z) -> H 2 (C,Z) S Z 

defines a nondegenerate symplectic form on the group Hi(C,Z) = J? 9 . Let 
ai, . . . , a 9 , /?i , . . . , j3 g be a standard symplectic basis. We choose a basis ui , . . . 
of holomorphic 1 -differentials on C such that 

[ Lo 3 =5 ir (5.18) 

J a<i 

Let 

Tlj = / Wj. 

The complex matrix r = (r^ ) is called the period matrix. The basis u)\ , . . . , u) g 
identifies H°(C, KcY w i tn C 9 and the period matrix identifies the lattice A 
with the lattice A r = [r I g ]Z 29 , where [r I g ] denotes the block-matrix of size 
g x 2g. The period matrix t = di(r) + \^-D3(t) satisfies 

V = r, 3(r) > 0. 

As is well-known (see [266]) this implies that Jac(C) is a projective algebraic 
group, i.e. an abelian variety. It is isomorphic to the Picard scheme Pic^.y c . 

We consider any divisor D = ^ n x x on C as a 0-cycle on C. The divisors of 
degree are boundaries, i.e. D — d'y for some 1-chain f3. By integrating over (3 
we get a linear function on H°(C, Kc) whose coset modulo A = l(Hi(C, Z)) 
does not depend on the choice of (3. This defines a homomorphism of groups 
p : Div°(C) — * Jac(C). The Abel-Jacobi Theorem asserts that p is zero on 
principal divisors (Abel's part), and surjective (Jacobi's part). This defines an 
isomorphism of abelian groups 

a : Pic°(C) -> Jac(C) (5.19) 

which is called the Abel-Jacobi map. For any positive integer d let Pic d (C) 

denote the set of divisor classes of degree d. The group Pic°(C) acts simply 
transitively on Pic d (C) via addition of divisors. There is a canonical map 

u d : C {d) ^Pic d (C), D^[D], 



where we identify the symmetric product with the set of effective divisors of 
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degree d. One can show that Pic d (C) can be equipped with a structure of a 
projective algebraic variety (isomorphic to the Picard scheme Picpy C ) such 
that the map Ud is a morphism of algebraic varieties. Its fibres are projective 
spaces, the complete linear systems corresponding to the divisor classes of 
degree d. The action of Pic°(C) = Jac(C) on Pic d (C) is an algebraic action 
equipping Pic d (C) with a structure of a torsor over the Jacobian variety. 
Let 

WJ-i ={[D]e Pic 9 - X ((7) : h°(D) > r + 1}. 

In particular, W®_ 1 was denoted by in Theorem 4.1.4, where we showed 
that the invertible sheaves Co € Pic 9_1 (C) defining a determinantal equation 
of a plane curve of genus g belong to the set Pic 9_1 (C) \ W°_ v The funda- 
mental property of the loci Wg_ 1 is given by the following Riemann-Kempf 
Theorem. 

Theorem 5.3.1 

W r g ^ = {xe W°_ t : rrmltsW^! > r + 1}. 
Here mult^ denotes the multiplicity of a hypersurface at the point x. 
In particular, we get 

W]_ x = SingtVt^). 

From now on we will identify Pic°(C) with the set of points on the Jacobian 
variety Jac(C) by means of the Abel-Jacobi map. For any theta characteristic 
i9 the subset 

© = W 9 °-i - # C Jac(C) 
is a hypersurface in Jac(C). It has the property that 

h°(e) = i, [-i]*(e) = e, (5.20) 

where [m] is the multiplication by an integer m in the group variety Jac(C). 
Conversely, any divisor on Jac(C) satisfying these properties is equal to W2_i 
translated by a theta characteristic. This follows from the fact that a divisor D 
on an abelian variety A satisfying h°(D) = 1 defines a bijective map A — * 
Pic (A) by sending a point x £ A to the divisor t*D — D, where t x is the 
translation map a > a + x in the group variety, and Pic (A) is the group of 
divisor classes algebraically equivalent to zero. This fact implies that any two 
divisors satisfying properties (5.20) differ by translation by a 2-torsion point. 

We call a divisor satisfying (5.20) a symmetric theta divisor. An abelian 
variety that contains such a divisor is called a principally polarized abelian 
variety. 
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Let O = Wg_ 1 — 9 be a symmetric theta divisor on Jac(C). Applying The- 
orem 5.3.1 we obtain that, for any 2-torsion point e e Jac(C), we have 

mult e e = /i°(i? + e). (5.21) 

In particular, e e 9 if and only if 9 + e is an effective theta characteristic. 
According to $, the symmetric theta divisors are divided into two groups: even 
and odd theta divisors. 

5.3.2 Theta functions 

The preimage of 8 under the quotient map Jac(C) = H°(C, Kc) v /A is a 
hypersurface in the complex linear space V = H°(C, Kc)* equal to the zero 
set of some holomorphic function <fi : V — > C. This function <fi is not invariant 
with respect to translations by A. However, it has the property that, for any 
v £V and any 7 6 A, 

0(w + 7) = e 7 («)0(t;), (5.22) 

where e 7 is an invertible holomorphic function on V. A holomorphic function 
<j) satisfying (5.22) is called a theta function with theta factor {e 7 }. The set of 
zeros of does not change if we replace <fi with <fia, where a is an invertible 
holomorphic function on V. The function e 7 (w) will change into the function 
e 7 '(u) = e~f(v)(f)(v + 7)</>(v)~ 1 . One can show that, after choosing an appro- 
priate a, one may assume that 

e-y(v) — exp(27rz(a 7 (w) + 6 7 )), 

where a 7 is a linear function and b y is a constant (see [403], Chapter 1, §1). 
We will assume that such a choice has been made. 

It turns out that the theta function corresponding to a symmetric theta divisor 
9 from (5.20) can be given in coordinates defined by a choice of a normalized 
basis (5.18) by the following expression 

0[*](z;r)= ^ex P 7ri[(r+ie)-T-(r+ie)+2(z+iT7)-(r+ie)], (5.23) 

where e, T] £ {0, 1} 9 considered as column or raw vectors from Ff . The func- 
tion defined by this expression is called a theta function with characteristic. 
The theta factor e\(zi, . . . , z g ) for such a function is given by the expression 

e 7 (z) = exp — 7ri(m ■ r • m — 2z m e • n + 77 • m), 

where we write 7 = r ■ m + n for some m, n S Z 9 . One can check that 

0[^(-z;T)=exp(7ri6-77)0[^(z;T). (5.24) 
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This shows that 0[%] (— z; r) is an odd (resp. even) function if and only if 
e ■ r] — 1 (resp. 0). In particular, 9 [^] (Q;t) = if the function is odd. It 
follows from (5.21) that 9 [^] (0;r) = if 9 is an odd theta characteristic or 
an effective even theta characteristic. 

Taking e, r\ = 0, we obtain the Riemann theta function 

9(z,; t) = exp7ri(r ■ r • r + 2z • r). 

All other theta functions with characteristic are obtained from 6(z; r) by a 
translate 

9 [%] (z;t) = exp7ri(e • 77 + e • r ■ e)0(z + ■ 77 + |e; r). 

In this way points on C 9 of the form |r • e + |tj are identified with elements 
of the 2-torsion group 5A/A of Jac(C). The theta divisor corresponding to the 
Riemann theta function is equal to Wg_ x translated by a certain theta char- 
acteristic k called the Riemann constant. Of course, there is no distinguished 
theta characteristic; the definition of k depends on the choice of a symplectic 
basis in Hi(C, Z). 

The multiplicity m of a point on a theta divisor O = W®_i — 1? is equal 
to the multiplicity of the corresponding theta function defined by vanishing 
partial derivatives up to order m — 1. Thus the quadratic form defined by 9 can 
be redefined in terms of the corresponding theta function as 

q#(±T-e' + §77') = mult o 

It follows from (5.24) that this number is equal to 

e rj' + 7)-ri' +rj' rj'. (5.25) 

A choice of a symplectic basis in Hi (C, Z) defines a standard symplectic basis 
in £/ 1 (C,F 2 ) = |A/A = Jac(C)[2]. Thus we can identify 2-torsion points 
|t • e' + 1 77' with vectors (e',r]') € Fg 9 . The quadratic form corresponding 
to the Riemann theta function is the standard one 

q ((e', V ')) = e'-r,'. 

The quadratic form corresponding to 9 [%] (z; r) is given by (5.25). The Arf 
invariant of this quadratic form is equal to 



n+v' 



(z,r) +multofl[,] (z,r). 



Arf(^) = e • 77. 
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5.3.3 Hyperelliptic curves again 

In this case we can compute the Riemann constant explicitly. Recall that we 
identify 2-torsion points with subsets of even cardinality of the set B g = 
{1, . . . , 2g + 2} which we can identify with the set of ramification or branch 
points. Let us define a standard symplectic basis in C by choosing the 1-cycle 
cti to be the path which goes from C2i-\ to C2i along one sheet of the Riemann 
surface C and returns to cn-\ along the other sheet. Similarly, we define the 
1-cycle (3i by choosing the points C2,: and C2i+i- Choose g holomorphic forms 
ujj normalized by the condition (5.18). Let r be the corresponding period ma- 
trix. Notice that each holomorphic 1-form changes sign when we switch the 
sheets. This gives 



2 ° ~ 2 





rC2i 


/ W J = 


/ w j = 




'C2i_l 


f c 2g + 2 


f c 2g + 2 


/ ^3 




'C2*-l 


J C2i 



c 2g + 2 r c 2g+2 
24-1 ^£21 



°2g+2 



Since 



we obtain 



c 2g+2 fC2g + 2 



C2i 



wi, . . . , / = a(2c 2i - 2c 2g+ 2) = 0, 



i(c 2 i-i + c 2i - 2c 2 g +2 ) = |e, mod A r , 

where, as usual, denotes the i-th unit vector. Let Ai , Bi be defined as in 
(5.15). We obtain that 

a(aAi) = mod A T . 

Similarly, we find that 

a(aBi) — \t ■ &i mod A T . 

Now we can match the set Q g with the set of theta functions with characteris- 
tics. Recall that the set U = {1, 3, . . . , 2g + 1} plays the role of the standard 
quadratic form. We have 

qu{Ai) = qu(Bi) = 0, i = l,...,#. 

Comparing it with (5.25), we see that the theta function 0[%] (z;r) corre- 
sponding to djj must coincide with the function 6(z; r). This shows that 
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Thus the Riemann constant n corresponds to the theta characteristic -djj. This 
allows one to match theta characteristics with theta functions with theta char- 
acteristics. 

Write any subset I of E g in the form 

g 9 
I = ^2e i A i + ^2r]iB i , 

i=l i=l 

where e = (ei, . . . , e g ), 77 = (771, . . . , f] g ) are binary vectors. Then 

#u+i^>0[f,](z;T). 

In particular, 

€ TChar(C) ev e • r, = mod 2. 

Example 5.3.2 We give the list of theta characteristics for small genus. We 
also list 2-torsion points at which the corresponding theta function vanishes. 

3=1 

3 even "thetas": 



012 = 6 


'[0] 


("12), 


^13 = 6 


•[81 


("13), 


014 = 6 


'[?] 


(«1 4 ). 



1 odd theta: 

00 = 6>m (a ). 

3 = 2 

10 even thetas: 



0123 


= 


[%] 


("12 , "23 , "13 , a45 , "46 , Ct 56 ) , 


0124 


= 6 


[To] 


(ai2, "24, "14, "35, "36, "56), 


0125 


= 6 


[??] 


("12, "25, "15, "34, "36, "46), 


0126 


= 


Ill] 


("12, "16, "26, "34, "35, "45), 


0234 


= 


[01] 


("23, "34, "24, "15, "56, "16), 


0235 


= e 


[281 


("23, "25, "35, "14, "16, "46), 
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^236 = 0[oo] ("23, "26, "36, "14,045, "15), 

^245 = #[oo] ("24,"25,"l3,"45,Oi 6 ,0 36 ), 
^246 = ^[00] (026,024,0l3,035,0 4 6,0i 5 ), 
^256 = #[oi] (026,025,0l3,0i4 , 3 4,Q!5 6 ). 



6 odd thetas: 

$2 = e[i\] 
^ = e\l\] 

04 = 0[18] 

= *[!?] 

.9 = 3 

36 even thetas '9$,'dijkU 
28 odd thetas 1%. 

.9 = 4 

136 even thetas "dijkim 
120 odd thetas #3^. 



ai2, ai3, ai4, ai5, aie), 
(a , ai2, a 23 , o 24 , "25, "26), 
("0, "13, 023, 034, a 35 , a 36 ), 

(O0, "14, "24, "34, "45, "46), 

(0*0, ai 5 , a 35 , a 45 , "25, "56), 

("0, "16, "26, "36, "46, "56)- 



5.4 Odd theta characteristics 

5.4.1 Syzygetic triads 

We have already remarked that effective theta characteristics on a canonical 
curve C C P 9 ^ 1 correspond to contact hyperplanes, i.e. hyperplanes every- 
where tangent to C. They are also called bitangent hyperplanes (not to be 
confused with hyperplanes tangent at > 2 points). 

An odd theta characteristic is effective and determines a contact hyperplane, 
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a unique one if it is nonvanishing. In this Section we will study the configura- 
tion of contact hyperplanes to a canonical curve. Let us note here that a general 
canonical curve is determined uniquely by the configuration of its contact hy- 
perplanes [63]. 

From now on we fix a nondegenerate symplectic space (V, ui) of dimension 
2g over F 2 . Let Q(V) be the affine space of quadratic forms with associated 
symmetric bilinear form equal to ui. The Arf invariant divides Q(V) into the 
union of two sets Q(V) + and Q(V)_, of even or odd quadratic forms. Recall 
that Q{V)- is interpreted as the set of odd theta characteristics when V — 
Pic(C) and ui is the Weil pairing. For any q G Q(V) and v G V, we have 

g(v) =Arf(g + «)+Arf(g). 

Thus the function Arf is a symplectic analog of the function h°({}) mod 2 
for theta characteristics. 

The set V — V\JQ(V) is equipped with a structure of a Z/2Z-graded 
vector space over F 2 . It combines the addition on V (the 0-th graded piece) 
and the structure of an affine space on Q(V) (the 1-th graded piece) by setting 
q + q' := V, where q' = q + v. One can also extend the symplectic form on V 
to V by setting 

q') = q(q + q'), uj(q, v) = uj(v, q) = q(v). 

Definition 5.4.1 A set of three elements qi,q2, <Z3 in Q(V) is called a syzygetic 
triad (resp. azygetic triad) 

Arf(gi) + Arf(g 2 ) + Arf(g 3 ) + Arf(<?i + 92 + q 3 ) = (resp. = 1). 

A subset of k > 3 elements in Q(V) is called an azygetic set if any subset of 
three elements is azygetic. 

Note that a syzygetic triad defines a set of four quadrics in Q(V) that add up 
to zero. Such a set is called a syzygetic tetrad. Obviously, any subset of three 
elements in a syzygetic tetrad is a syzygetic triad. 

Another observation is that three elements in Q(V)- form an azygetic triad 
if their sum is an element in Q(V) + . 

For any odd theta characteristic any divisor D n G is of degree g — 1. 
The condition that four odd theta characteristics -di form a syzygetic tetrad 
means that the sum of divisors D$ i are cut out by a quadric in P s_1 . The 
converse is true if C does not have a vanishing even theta characteristic. 

Let us now compute the number of syzygetic tetrads. 
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Lemma 5.4.2 Let qi,q 2l 93 be a set of three elemenst in Q(V). The following 
properties are equivalent: 

( i) 9i , 92 , 93 is a syzygetic triad; 

(ii) q x {q 2 + q 3 ) = Arf(g 2 ) + Ar% 3 ); 
(Hi) u(qi + q 2 , qi + £3) = 0. 

Proof The equivalence of (i) and (ii) follows immediately from the identity 
9i(92 + 93) = Arf(gi) + Arf(9i + 92 + 93)- 

We have 

w(9i + 92, 9i + 93) = 9i(9i + 93) + 92(91 + 93) 

= Arf(gi) + Arf(9 3 ) + Arf^) + Arf(gi + q 2 + 93). 

This shows the equivalence of (ii) and (iii). □ 

Proposition 5.4.3 Let q±,q 2 € Q(V) The number of ways in which the 

pair can be extended to a syzygetic triad of odd theta characteristics is equal 
to 2(2 9 - 1 + 1)(2 9 ~ 2 - 1). 

Proof Assume that 91, 92, 93 is a syzygetic triad in Q(V)-. By the previous 
lemma, 91(92 + 93) = 0. Also, we have 92(92 + 93) = Arf(g 3 ) + Arf(g 2 ) = 0. 
Thus qi and q 2 vanish at vq = 92 + 93- Conversely, assume v E V satisfies 
qi{v) = q 2 (v) = and v ^ qi + q 2 so that q 3 = q 2 + v ^ 91,92- We 
have Arf(g 3 ) = Arf(g 2 ) + 92 (w) = 1, hence 93 g Q(V)-. Since q\{v) = 
91(92 + 93) = 0, by the previous Lemma 91, 92, 93 is a syzygetic triad. 

Thus the number of the ways in which we can extend 91 , q 2 to a syzygetic 
triad qi,q 2 , 93 is equal to the cardinality of the set 

Z = 9^(0)0 92^(0) \{0,« }, 

where vq = 91 + 9 2 . It follows from (5.6) that v E Z satisfies uj(v,vo) = 
92(f) + 9i( u ) = 0. Thus any v E Z is a representative of a nonzero element 
in W = Vq /vq = Fj 9-2 on which 91 and 9 2 vanish. It is clear that 91 and 9 2 
induce the same quadratic form 9 on W. It is an odd quadratic form. Indeed, 
we can choose a symplectic basis in V by taking as a first vector the vector 
vq. Then computing the Arf invariant of 91 we see that it is equal to the Arf 
invariant of the quadratic form 9. Thus we get 

#Z = 2(#Q(W)- - 1) = 2(2 9 - 2 (2 9 - 1 -!)-!) = 2(2 9 " 1 + 1)(2 9 ~ 2 - 1). 



□ 
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Corollary 5.4.4 Let t g be the the number of syzygetic tetrads of odd theta 
characteristics on a nonsingular curve of genus g. Then 

t g = -2 g - 3 (2 29 - \){2 2g - 2 - \){2 9 - 2 - 1). 
3 

Proof Let / be the set of triples (qi, q2,T), where qi,q-2 £ Q(V)- and T is 
a syzygetic tetrad containing q\,q2- We count #/ in two ways by projecting 
/ to the set V of unordered pairs of distinct elements Q(V)- and to the set of 
syzygetic tetrads. Since each tetrad contains 6 pairs from the set V, and each 
pair can be extended in (2 9_1 + 1)(2 9 ~ 2 — 1) ways to a syzygetic tetrad, we 
get 

#/ = (2*- 1 + l)(2f- 2 - l)^'" 1 ^- 1 )) - 6t g . 

This gives 

t g = -2 g - 3 (2 29 - \){2 2g - 2 - \){2 9 - 2 - 1). 
3 

□ 

Let V be a vector space with a symplectic or symmetric bilinear form. Recall 
that a linear subspace L is called isotropic if the restriction of the bilinear form 
to L is identically zero. 

Corollary 5.4.5 Let { 91, Q2, 93, 94} be a syzygetic tetrad in Q(V) Then 

P = {<7i + lii ■ ■ ■ j Qi + Qi} is an isotropic 2-dimensional subspace in (V, oj) 
that does not depend on the choice of q^ 

Proof It follows from Lemma 5.4.2 (iii) that P is an isotropic subspace. The 
equality qi + ■ ■ ■ + g 4 = gives 

qk + qi = qi + q i (5.26) 

where {£, j, k, 1} — {1, 2, 3, 4}. This shows that the subspace P of V formed 
by the vectors qj + qi, j = 1, . . . , 4, is independent on the choice of i. One of 
its bases is the set (qi + (74, q2 + q&). □ 

5.4.2 Steiner complexes 

Let V be the set of unordered pairs of distinct elements in Q(V)_. The addition 

map in Q(V)- x Q(V)- — * V defines a map 

s:V^V\{0}. 

Definition 5.4.6 The union of pairs from the same fiber s (v) of the map s 
is called a Steiner compex. It is denoted by E(i>). 
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It follows from (5.26) that any two pairs from a syzygetic tetrad belong to 
the same Steiner complex. Conversely, let {qi,q[}, {q2, q'2} be two pairs from 
£(i>). We have (q% + q[) + (q 2 + q' 2 ) = v + v = 0, showing that the tetrad 
{qi, q'i, 92,^2) is syzygetic. 

Proposition 5.4.7 There are 2 2g — 1 Steiner complexes. Each Steiner complex 
consists of2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 ~ 1 — 1) elements paired by translation q 1— > q + v. An odd 
quadratic form q belongs to a Steiner complex if and only if q{v) = 0. 

Proof Since 2 2fl - 1 = #(V \ {0}), it suffices to show that the map s : 

V — > V \ {0} is surjective. The symplectic group Sp(V, lo) acts transitively on 

V \ {0} and on V, and the map s is obviously equivariant. Thus its image is a 
non-empty G-invariant subset of V \ {0}. It must coincide with the whole set. 

By (5.7), we have q(v) = Arf(q + v) + Ari(q). If q e then q + v £ 

Q(V)-, hence Arf(q + v) = Arf(g) = 1 and we get q(v) = 0. Conversely, if 
q(v) = and q G we get q + v S Q(V")_ and hence g S This 

proves the last assertion. □ 

Lemma 5.4.8 Let foe fwo Steiner complexes. Then 



Proof Let g £ ^(v) D Then we have 5 + 5' = v, q + q" = v' for some 

q' E %(v),q" E S(u'). This implies that 



Conversely, if these equalities hold, then q + v, q + v' £ Q(V)-, q,q' £ 
and q, q" £ Thus we have reduced our problem to linear algebra. We 

want to show that the number of elements in Q(V)- which vanish at two 
nonzero vectors v,v' £ V is equal to 2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 ~ 2 - 1) or 2 9 ~ 2 (2 9-1 - 1) 
depending on whether uj(v, v') = or 1. Let q be one such quadratic form. 
Suppose we have another q' with this property. Write q' = q + vo for some ^o- 
We have q(i>o) = since q' is odd and 



Let L be the plane spanned by v, v' . Assume ui(v, v') = 1, then we can include 
v, v' in a standard symplectic basis. Computing the Arf invariant, we find that 
the restriction of q to L 1 - is an odd quadratic form. Thus it has 2 9 ~ 2 (2 9 ~ 1 — 1) 
zeros. Each zero gives us a solution for vo. Assume ui(v, v') = 0. Then L 
is a singular plane for q since q(v) = q(v') = q(v + v') = 0. Consider 



W = L^/L ^ F 2 2 9 ~ 4 . The form q has 2 9 ~ 3 (2 9 - 2 - 1) zeros in W. Any 




q(v) = q(v') = 0. 



(5.27) 



lj(vq,v) = uj(v ,v') = 0. 
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representative vq of these zeros defines the quadratic form q + vq vanishing 
at v, v'. Any quadratic form we are looking for is obtained in this way. The 
number of such representatives is equal to 2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 ~ 2 — 1). 

□ 

Definition 5.4.9 Two Steiner complexes £(«) and E(t/) are called syzygetic 
(resp. azygetic) ifuj(v,v') = (resp. uj(v,v') = 1). 

Theorem 5.4.10 The union of three mutually syzygetic Steiner complexes 
E(u), E(i/) and E(« + v') is equal to Q(V) — 

Proof Since 

lu(v + v', v) = uj(v + v', v') = 0, 

we obtain that the Steiner complex £(« + v') is syzygetic to and S(ii'). 
Suppose q e E(u) n S(v'). Then q(v + v') = q(v) + q(v') + ui(v, v') = 0. 
This implies that E(v) n S(u') C E(u + u') and hence E(v), S(u'), S(u + u') 
share the same set of 2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 ~ 2 — 1) elements. This gives 

#S(«) U E(v') U E(« + «') = 6 • 2 9 - 2 (2 9 - 1 - 1) - 2 • 2 9 ~ 1 (2 9 - 2 - 1) 

-2f- 1 (2f-i) -#Q(y)_. 

□ 

Definition 5.4.1 1 A set of three mutually syzygetic Steiner complexes is called 
a syzygetic triad of Steiner complexes. A set of three Steiner complexes corre- 
sponding to vectors forming a non-isotropic plane is called azygetic triad of 
Steiner complexes. 

Let T,(vi),i = 1, 2, 3 be a azygetic triad of Steiner complexes. Then 

#s(«i) ns( W2 )-29- 2 (2s- 1 -i). 

Each set E(ui) \ (E(wi) n E(w 2 )) and E(u 2 ) \ (E(«i) n E(u 2 )) consists of 
2 9_2 (2 9_1 — 1) elements. The union of these sets forms the Steiner com- 
plex E(i>3). The number of azygetic triads of Steiner complexes is equal to 
^2 29 ~ 2 (2 2g — 1) (= the number of non-isotropic planes). We leave the proofs 
to the reader. 

Let S^V) denote the set of syzygetic tetrads. By Corollary 5.4.5, each T £ 
S4(V) defines an isotropic plane Pt in V. Let Isofc(V) denote the set of k- 
dimensional isotropic subspaces in V. 



232 



Theta characteristics 



Proposition 5.4.12 Let Si(V) be the set of syzygetic tetrads. For each tetrad 
T let Pt, denote the corresponding isotropic plane. The map 



is surjective. The fiber over a plane T consists of 2 9 3 (2 9 2 — 1) tetrads 
forming a partition of the intersection of the Steiner complexes where 

v e p\{0}. 

Proof The surjectivity of this map is proved along the same lines as we 
proved Proposition 5.4.7. We use the fact that the symplectic group Sp(V, oj) 
acts transitively on the set of isotropic subspaces of the same dimension. Let 
T = {q 1 ,...,q 4 } £ 5 4 (F). By definition, P T \ {0} = { qi + q 2 , q x + q 3 , q x + 
q^}. Suppose we have another tetrad T" = {q[ , . . . , q 4 } with Pt = Pt 1 ■ Sup- 
pose T n T' ^ 0. Without loss of generality, we may assume that q[ = q x . 
Then, after reindexing, we get q\ + q% = qx + q[, hence qi = q[ and T = T'. 
Thus the tetrads T with Pt = P are disjoint. Obviously, any q E T belongs to 
the intersection of the Steiner complexes v € P \ {0}. It remains for us 

to apply Lemma 5.4.8. □ 

A closer look at the proof of Lemma 5.4.8 shows that the fiber over P can 
be identified with the set Q(P J -/P)_. 

Combining Proposition 5.4.12 with the computation of the number t g of 
syzygetic tetrads, we obtain the number of isotropic planes in V: 



Let Iso2 (v) be the set of isotropic planes containing a nonzero vector v 6 V. 
The set Iso2 (v) is naturally identified with nonzero elements in the symplectic 
space (v /v,cj'), where u>' is defined by the restriction of co to v . We can 
transfer the symplectic form u>' to Isoa(w). We obtain uj'(P,Q) = if and 
only if P + Q is an isotropic 3-subspace. 

Let us consider the set S^V^v) = a~ 1 (Iso 2 (i>)). It consists of syzygetic 
tetrads that are invariant with respect to the translation by v. In particular, each 
tetrad from S^V, v) is contained in £(?;). We can identify the set <S 4 (V,v) 
with the set of cardinality 2 subsets of / (v). 

There is a natural pairing on Si(V, v) defined by 



S 4 {V) ->Iso 2 (V0, T^P T , 



#Iso 2 (^) = -(2 29 -l)(2 2 ^ 2 -l). 



(5.28) 



(T, T') = |#T n T' mod 2. 



(5.29) 
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Proposition 5.4.13 For any T, T e S 4 ( V, v), 

uj'(P t ,P t ,) = (T,T'). 

Proof Let X = {{T,V} c S A (V) : a„(T) ^ a„(T")}, F - {{P,P'} C 
Is02(i>)}. We have a natural map a v : X — ► F induced by The pairing a/ 
defines a function <fr : Y — ► Fa. The corresponding partition of Y consists of 
two orbits of the stabilizer group G = Sp(V, u>) v on F. Suppose {T^Ta} and 
T 2 } are mapped to the same subset {P, P'}. Without loss of generality, 
we may assume that T\ , T{ are mapped to P. Thus 

(Ti + T2, T 2 + TO = (Ti,T 2 ) + (T(,T^) + (T Xj T{) + (T 2 , T' 2 

= {T 1 ,T 2 ) + {T[,T! 1 ), 

This shows that the function X — > F 2 defined by the pairing (5.29) is constant 
on fibres of a^. Thus it defines a map 0' : Y — > F 2 . Both functions are in- 
variant with respect to the group G. This immediately implies that their two 
level sets either coincide or are switched. However, #Iso 2 (u) = 2 2s ~ 2 — 1 
and hence the cardinality of Y is equal to (2 2g ~ 2 — l)(2 2g ~ 3 — 1). Since this 
number is odd, the two orbits are of different cardinalities. Since the map a v 
is G-equivariant, the level sets must coincide. □ 

5.4.3 Fundamental sets 

Suppose we have an ordered set S of 2g+ 1 vectors . . . , u 2ff +i) satisfying 
u>(ui, uj) = 1 unless i = j. It defines a standard symplectic basis by setting 

Vi = uiH \-u 2 i-2 + U2i-i, v i+g = uiH hii 2! -2 + W2>, i = l,...,g. 

Conversely, we can solve the itj's from the Vi's uniquely to reconstruct the set 
S from a standard symplectic basis. 

Definition 5.4.14 Asetof2g + l vectors (ui, . . . ,tt2 g +i) withuj(ui,Uj) = 1 
unless i — j is called a normal system in (V, uj). 

We have established a bijective correspondence between normal systems 
and standard symplectic bases. 

Recall that a symplectic form u> defines a nondegenerate null-system in V, 
i.e. a bijective linear map / : V — > such that f(v) (v) = for all v E V. Fix 
a basis (ei, . . . , e 2g ) in V and the dual basis (ti, . . . , £ 2s ) in V y and consider 

vectors u$ = ei + h e2 S - e,, i = 1, . . . , 2g and M 2ff+ i = e% + h e 2g - 

Then there exists a unique null-system V — > F v that sends w« to and u 2g +i 
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to t2 g +i = ti -\ h tig- The vectors u\, . . . , U2 g +i form a normal system in 

the corresponding symplectic space. 

Let (ui, . . . , U2g+i) be a normal system. We will identify nonzero vectors 
in V with points in the projective space \ V\. Denote the points corresponding 
to the vectors Ui by ei2 g +2- For any i.j ^ 2g + 2, consider the line spanned 
by Ci2g+2 and 6^29+2- Let be the third nonzero point in this line. Now do 
the same with points and Cki with the disjoint sets of indices. Denote this 
point by e^ya- Note that the residual point on the line spanned by and ejk 
is equal to e^. Continuing in this way, we will be able to index all points 
in |V| with subsets of even cardinality (up to complementary sets) of the set 
B g = {1, . . . , 2g + 2}. This notation will agree with the notation of 2-torsion 
divisor classes for hyperelliptic curves of genus g. For example, we have 

u(pi ,pj) = #/ n J mod 2. 

It is easy to compute the number of normal systems. It is equal to the num- 
ber of standard symplectic bases in (V,u>). The group Sp(V, ui) acts simply 
transitively on such bases, so their number is equal to 

#Sp(2 ff ,F 2 ) = 2 ff2 (2 29 - 1)(2 29 - 2 - 1) ■ • • (2 2 - 1). (5.30) 

Now we introduce the analog of a normal system for quadratic forms in 

Q(V). 

Definition 5.4.15 A fundamental set in Q(V) is an ordered azygetic set of 
2g + 2 elements in Q(V). 

The number 2g + 2 is the largest possible cardinality of a set such that any 
three elements are azygetic. This follows from the following immediate corol- 
lary of Lemma 5.4.2. 

Lemma 5.4.16 Let B = (gi, . . . , g%) be an azygetic set. Then the set (gi + 
Q2,...,qi + qic) is a normal system in the symplectic subspace of dimension 
k — 2 spanned by these vectors. 

The Lemma shows that any fundamental set in Q(V) defines a normal sys- 
tem in V, and hence a standard symplectic basis. Conversely, starting from a 
normal system (u±, . . . , U2 9 +i) and any q e Q(V) we can define a fundamen- 
tal set (q 1: . . . ,q 2g +2) by 

qi = q,q2 = q + ui, . . . , q 2g +2 =q + u 2g +i. 

Since elements in a fundamental system add up to zero, we get that the 
elements of a fundamental set also add up to zero. 
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Proposition 5.4.17 There exists a fundamental set with all or all but one 

quadratic forms are even or odd. The number of odd quadratic forms in such 
a basis is congruent to g + 1 modulo 4. 

Proof Let . . . , U2 g +i) be a normal system and (ti, . . . , <2g+i) be its im- 
age under the map V — > V v defined by u>. Consider the quadratic form 

q = 

l<i<j<2g+l 

It is immediately checked that 

q(u k ) = ( 2 |) = 5 (2. 9 - 1) = <? mod 4. 

Passing to the associated symplectic basis, we can compute the Arf invariant 
of q to get 

1 if g = 1 mod 2 
otherwise. 



Arffe) = 
This implies that 

Arf(5 + 4) = Arffa) + g(u fc ) 



if .g = 0,3 mod 4, 
otherwise. 



Consider the fundamental set of quadrics q,q + t£,k = 1, ... ,2g + l.Jf g = 
mod 4, the set consists of all even quadratic forms. If g = 1 mod 4, the 
quadratic form q is odd, all other quadratic forms are even. If g = 2 mod 4, 
all quadratic forms are odd. Finally, if g = 3 mod 4, then g is even, all other 
quadratic forms are odd. □ 

Definition 5.4.18 A fundamental set with all or all but one quadratic forms 
are even or odd is called a normal fundamental set. 

One can show (see [115], p. 271) that any normal fundamental set is ob- 
tained as in the proof of the previous proposition. 

Choose a normal fundamental set (qi, . . . , 929+2) sucn that the first 29 + 1 
quadrics are of the same type. Any quadratic form 9 S Q(V) can be written in 
the form 

323+2 + = q + 

iel i£l 

where / is a subset of [1, 2g +1] := {1, . . . , 2g + 1}. We denote such a 
quadratic form by 95, where S = I U {2g + 2} considered as a subset of 
[1, 2(7 + 2] modulo the complementary set. We can and will always assume that 

#5=c/+l mod 2. 
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The quadratic form qs can be characterized by the property that it vanishes on 
points pij, where i G S and j £ {1, . . . , 2g + 2}. 
The following properties can be checked. 

Proposition 5.4.19 • q s + qr = £s+t; 

• qs + (i = Qs+i: 

• q s (e T ) = if and only if#S n T + 1#5 = mod 2; 

• Is € Q0O+ if and only if#S = g + 1 mod 4. 

Again we see that a choice of a fundamental set defines the notation of 
quadratic forms that agrees with the notation of theta characteristics for hy- 
perelliptic curves. 

Since fundamental sets are in a bijective correspondence with normal sys- 
tems their number is given by (5.30). 



5.5 Scorza correspondence 

5.5.1 Correspondences on an algebraic curve 

A correspondence of degree d between nonsingular curves C\ and C2 is a non- 
constant morphism T from C\ to the d-th symmetric product C% of C2. A 
correspondence can be defined by its graph T T C d x C 2 . If Z C cf ] x C 2 
is the incidence variety (the projection Z — > is the universal family for 
the functor represented by C% ), then Tt is the inverse image of Z under the 
morphism T x id : C\ x C 2 — > C^" 1 x C*2- Set-theoretically, 

r T = {(^y) eCx x c 2 : y e T(x)}. 

We have 

T(x) =r T n({x} x C 2 ), (5.31) 

where the intersection is scheme-theoretical. 

One can extend the map (5.31) to any divisors on C\ by setting T(D) = 
p\ (D) C\Tt- It is clear that a principal divisor goes to a principal divisor. Taking 
divisors of degree 0, we obtain a homomorphism of the Jacobian varieties 

<j) T ■ Jac(C*i) -► Jac(C* 2 ). 

The projection Tt — > C\ is a finite map of degree d. Since T is not constant, 
the projection to C 2 is a finite map of degree d' . It defines a correspondence 
C 2 — * c[ d ' which is denoted by T^ 1 and is called the inverse correspondence. 
Its graph is equal to the image of T under the switch map Ci X C 2 — ► C 2 X Ci. 
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We will be dealing mostly with correspondences T : C — > C^ d ' and will 
identify T with its graph Tt- If d is the degree of T and d! is the degree of 
T _1 we say that T is the correspondence of type (d, d'). A correspondence 
is symmetric if T = T~ x . We assume that T does not contain the diagonal 
A of C x C. A united point of a correspondence is a common point with the 
diagonal. It comes with the multiplicity. 

A correspondence T : C — > C^ d ^ has valence v if the divisor class of 
T[x) + vx does not depend on x. 

Proposition 5.5.1 The following properties are equivalent: 

( i) T has valence v; 

(ii) the cohomology class [T] in H 2 (C x C, Z) is equal to 

[T] = (tf + v)[{x) x C] + (d+ v)[C x {a;}] - i/[A], 

where x is any point on C; 
(Hi) the homomorphism (f>x is equal to homomorphism [—v] : Jac(C) — > 
Jac(C) of the multiplication by —v. 

Proof (i) => (ii). We know that there exists a divisor D on C such that the 
restriction T + vA — p^{D) to any fiber of px is linearly equivalent to zero. 
By the seesaw principle ([403] Chapter 2, Corollary 6), T + vA — J»|(-D) ~ 
pl(D') for some divisor D' on C. This imphes that [T] = deg D'[{x} xC} + 
deg D[C x {x}] — v[A\. Taking the intersections with fibres of the projections, 
we find that d' — deg D' — v and d = deg D — v. 

(ii) (i) Let pi, P2 : C x C — > C be the projections. We use the well-known 
fact that the natural homomorphism of the Picard varieties 

P !(Pic°(c)) e^(Pic°(c)) -> Pic°(c x c) 

is an isomorphism (see [281], Chapter 3, Exercise 12.6). Fix a point Xq € C 
and consider the divisor T + vA — [dl + v)({xq} xC)-(d + i/)(Cx {^o})- 
By assumption, it is algebraically equivalent to zero. Thus 

T + i/A ~ +p£(I>2) 

for some divisors D\,D^ on C. Thus the divisor class T(x) + vx is equal to 
the divisor class of the restriction of p^iD^) to {x} x C. Obviously, it is equal 
to the divisor class of D2, hence is independent on x. 

(i) (iii) This follows from the definition of the homomorphism <jyp. 

□ 
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Note that for a general curve C of genus g > 2 

End(Jac(C)) Z 

(see [341]), so any correspondence has valence. An example of a correspon- 
dence without valence is the graph of an automorphism of order > 2 of C. 

Observe that the proof of the Proposition shows that for a correspondence R 
with valence v 

T~pl(D')+p;(D)-vA, (5.32) 

where D is the divisor class of T(x) + vx and D' is the divisor class of 
T^ 1 (x) + vx. It follows from the Proposition that the correspondence T^ 1 
has valence v. 

The next result is known as the Cayley-Brill formula. 

Corollary 5.5.2 Let T be a correspondence of type (a, b) on a nonsingular 
projective curve C of genus g. Assume that T has valence equal to v. Then the 
number of united points ofT is equal to 

d+d! + 2vg. 

This immediately follows from (5.32) and the formula A • A = 2 — 2g. 

Example 5.5.3 Let C be a nonsingular complete intersection of a nonsingular 
quadric Q and a cubic in P 3 . In other words, C is a canonical curve of genus 
4 curve without vanishing even theta characteristic. For any point x € C, the 
tangent plane T X (Q) cuts out the divisor 2x + D\ + D 2 , where |ar + and 
\x + D 2 \ are the two g|'s on C defined by the two rulings of the quadric. 
Consider the correspondence TonCxC defined by T(x) = D\ + D^. This is 
a symmetric correspondence of type (4, 4) with valence 2. Its 24 united points 
correspond to the ramification points of the two g\ 's. 

For any two correspondences T\ and T2 on C one defines the composition 
of correspondences by considering C x C x C with the projections pij : C x 
C x C — > C x C onto two factors and setting 

Ti o T 2 = (Pl3)*{p*12( T l) n P23( T 2))- 

Set-theoretically 

Ti o T 2 = {(x,y) eCxC:3zeC:{x,z)eT x , (z,y) e T 2 }. 

AlsoTi oT 2 (x) = Ti(T 2 (x)). Note that if T x = T^ 1 and T 2 is of type (d,df) 
we have Tx(T 2 (x)) - dx > 0. Thus the graph of T x o T 2 contains rfA. We 
modify the definition of the composition by setting T\()T 2 = T\ o T 2 — sA, 
where s is the largest positive multiple of the diagonal component of T\ oT 2 . 
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Proposition 5.5.4 Let Ti o T 2 = Ti^T 2 + sA. Suppose that Ti is of type 
(di, d[) and valence V{. Then T\(^T 2 is of type (d\d 2 — s 1 d^d^ — s) and valence 

-VlV 2 + s. 

Proof Applying Proposition 5.5.1, we can write 

[Ti] = (di + vi)[{x] x C] + (di + v{)[C x {x}} - v\ [A], 

[T»] = (4 + V2)\{x} x C] + (da +v 2 )[Cx {x}} - v 2 [A]. 
Easy computation with intersections gives 

PiOTb] = {d' l d' 2 -v x V2)[{x}xC\ + {dxd 2 -v x v 2 )[Cx{x}] + {v l v 2 -s)[A] 

= {d\d' 2 -8 + v) [{x} xC] + (d 1 d 2 -s + v) [C x {x}} + v[A], 

where v = —v\v 2 + s. This proves the assertion. □ 

Example 5.5.5 In Baker's book [21], vol. 6, p. 11, the symmetric correspon- 
dence T^T^ 1 is called the direct lateral correspondence. If (r, s) is the type 
of T and 7 is its valence, then it is easy to see that T oT = T^T -1 + sA, and 
we obtain that the type of T^T^ 1 is equal to (s(r — 1), s(r — 1)) and valence 
s — 7 2 . This agrees with Baker's formula. 

Here is one application of a direct lateral correspondence. Consider a corre- 
spondence of valence 2 on a plane nonsingular curve C of degree d such that 
T(x) — T c (C)nC — 2x. In other words, T(x) is equal to the set of the remain- 
ing d— 2 intersection points of the tangent at x with C. For any point y 6 C the 
inverse correspondence assigns to y the divisor P y (C) — 2y, where P y (C) is 
the first polar. A united point of T^T -1 is one of the two points of the intersec- 
tion of a bitangent with the curve. We have s — d(d— 1) — 2, r — d~ 2, v = 2. 
Applying the Cayley -Brill formula, we find that the number b of bitangents is 
expressed by the following formula 

26 = 2(d(d-l)-2)(d-3) + (d-l)(d-2)(d(d-l)-6) = d(d-2)(d 2 -9). 

(5.33) 

As in the case of bitangents to the plane quartic, there exists a plane curve of 
degree (d — 2)(d 2 — 9) (a bitangential curve which cuts out on C the set of 
tangency points of bitangents (see [490], pp. 342-357). 

There are many other applications of the Cayley-Brill formula to enumera- 
tive geometry. Many of them go back to Cayley and can be found in Baker's 
book. Modern proofs of some of these formulas are available in the literature 
and we omit them. 

Recall that a k-secant line of an irreducible space curve C C P 3 of degree 
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d is a line i such that a general plane contaning I intersects C at d — k points 
outside I, Equivalently, the projection from I defines a finite map C — > P 1 of 
degree d — k. 

The proof of the following formula can be found in [266], Chapter 2, §5. 

Proposition 5.5.6 Let C be a general space curve of genus g and degree d. 
Then the number of 4-secant lines of C is given by the following formula: 

q = i(d - 2)(d - 3) 2 (rf - 4) - | 5 (d 2 - Id + 13 - 5 ). (5.34) 

There is a precise meaning of generality of a curve. We refer to loc. cit. or 
[356] for the explanation. 
The set of trisecant lines is infinite and parameterized by a curve of degree 

t=( d -^ d -^ d -^- 39 . (5.35) 

(see [356]). 



5.5.2 Scorza correspondence 

Let C be a nonsingular projective curve of genus g > and $ be a non- 
effective theta-characteristic on C. 
Let 

di : C x Jac(C*), (x,y) h-> [x - y] (5.36) 

be the difference map. Let = W^Li — i? be the symmetric theta divisor 
corresponding to Define 

^ = dr 1 (©)- 

Set-theoretically, 

(^)red = {(a:, y)eCxC: h°(x + $-y)>0}. 



Lemma 5.5.7 R$ is a symmetric correspondence of type (<?, g), with valence 
equal to —1 and without united points. 

Proof Since is a symmetric theta divisor, the divisor cij~ 1 (0) is invariant 
with respect to the switch of the factors of X x X. This shows that R$ is 
symmetric. 

Fix a point xo and consider the map i : C — > Jac(C) defined by i(x) = 
[x — xo]. It is known (see [43], Chapter 11, Corollary (2.2)) that 

Q ■ l,(C) = (C x {t }) ■ dl(Q) = g. 
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This shows that R$ is of type (g,g). Also it shows that R^(xq) — xo + ■& £ 
W g -\. For any point x G C, we have h°(d+x) = 1 because i? is non-effective. 
Thus R&(x) is the unique effective divisor linearly equivalent to x + i?. By 
definition, the valence of is equal to —1. Applying the Cay ley-Brill formula 
we obtain that R$ has no united points. □ 

Definition 5.5.8 The correspondence R$ is called the Scorza correspon- 
dence. 

Example 5.5.9 Assume g = 1 and fix a point on C equipping C with a 
structure of an elliptic curve. Then $ is a nontrivial 2-torsion point. The Scorza 
correspondence R$ is the graph of the translation automorphism defined by d. 

In general, R$ could be neither reduced nor irreducible correspondence. 
However, for general curve X of genus g everything is as expected. 

Proposition 5.5.10 Assume C is general in the sense that End(Jac(C)) = Z. 
Then is reduced and irreducible. 

Proof The assumption that End(Jac(C)) = Z implies that any correspon- 
dence on C x C has valence. This implies that the Scorza correspondence is 
an irreducible curve and is reduced. In fact, it is easy to see that the valence of 
the sum of two correspondences is equal to the sum of valences. Since R$ has 
no united points, it follows from the Cayley-Brill formula that the valence of 
each part must be negative. Since the valence of R$ is equal to —1, we get a 
contradiction. □ 

It follows from (5.32) that the divisor class of R$ is equal to 

iZ*~pI(0)+p$(0)+A. (5.37) 

Since K Cx c — Pi(Kc) + Pii^c), applying me adjunction formula and 
using that A n R = and the fact that pj (#) = p* 2 (§), we easily find 

URii = ivl^c- (5.38) 

In particular, the arithmetic genus of R^ is given by 

p a (Rd) = 3g(g - 1) + 1. (5.39) 

Note that the curve R$ is very special, for example, it admits a fixed-point 
free involution defined by the switching the factors of X x X. 

Proposition 5.5.11 Assume that C is not hyperelliptic. Let R be a symmet- 
ric correspondence on C x C of type (<?, g), without united points and some 
valence. Then there exists a unique non-effective theta characteristic d on C 
such that R = R§. 
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Proof It follows from the Cayley-Brill formula that the valence v of R is 
equal to — 1, Thus the divisor class of R(x) — x does not depend on x. Since 
R has no united points, the divisor class D = R(x) — x is not effective, i.e. 
h°(R(x) — x) = 0. Consider the difference map d\ : C x C — > Jac(C). For 
any (x, y) £ R, the divisor R(x) — y ^ D + x — y is effective and of degree 
g-1. Thus di(R) + D C W°_ t . Let a : X x X -> X x X be the switch of 
the factors. Then 

= d 1 (a(R)) = l-lKdtiR)) c [-1](WJ_! - D) C W fl °_ a + 

where D' = ifc — -D- Since i?n A = and C is not hyperelliptic, the equality 
di(x, y) = di(x' , y') implies (x, y) — (x' , y'). Thus the difference map d\ is 
injective on R. This gives 

R = d^iWl, — D) = d^iW^ D'). 

Restricting to {x} x C we see that the divisor classes D and D' are equal. 
Hence D is a theta characteristic i3. By assumption, hP(R(x) —x) = h (d) 
0. hence is non-effective. The uniqueness of z9 follows from formula (5.37). 

□ 

Letx,y £ R$. Then the sum of two positive divisors (R$(x)~y)+(R§(y) — 
x) is linearly equivalent \o x + d — y + y + $ — a; = 2$ = Kc- This defines 
a map 

7 : R& -» |X C |, (a;,y) ^ - y) + (i^(y) - x). (5.40) 

Recall from [266], p. 360, that the theta divisor 6 defines the Gauss map 

9:e°^\K c \, 

where 0° is the open subset of nonsingular points of 0. It assigns to a point z 
the tangent space T Z (Q) considered as a hyperplane in 

T,(Jac(C)) - H\C,O c ) = H°(C,O c (K c ))\ 

More geometrically, Q assigns to D — d the linear span of the divisor D in the 
canonical space |-Kc| v ( see [10], p. 246). Since the intersection of hyperplane 
j(x, y) with the canonical curve C contains the divisors R(x) — y (and R(y) — 
x), and they do not move, we see that 

7 = Q o d\. 

Lemma 5.5.12 



7 *(<Vc|(l)) = 0fl^)=K(^c). 
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Proof The Gauss map Q is given by the normal line bundle 0®(<d). Thus the 
map 7 is given by the line bundle 

dj(0 e (e)) = O^K(6)) s O^(i^). 
It remains for us to apply formula (5.37). □ 

The Gauss map is a finite map of degree ( 2 gZi) ■ K factors through the map 
0° — ► 0°/(t), where t is the negation involution on Jac(C). The map 7 also 
factors through the involution of X x X. Thus the degree of the map R$ — * 
"f(Rti) is equal to 2d('&), where is some numerical invariant of the theta 
characteristic i3. We call it the Scorza invariant. Let 

r(tf) := 7 (iZ*). 

We considered it as a curve embedded in l-Kcl- Applying Lemma 5.5.12, we 
obtain the following. 

Corollary 5.5.13 

9(9 - 1) 



degr(tf) 



d(0) 



Remark 5.5. 14 Let C be a canonical curve of genus g and Rg be a Scorza cor- 
respondence on C. For any x.y E C consider the degree 2g divisor D(x, y) — 
R#{x)+R{>{y) e \K C + x + y \ .Since \2K C - {K c + x + y)\ = \K c -x-y\, 
we obtain that the linear system of quadrics through D(x, y) is of dimension 
\g(g + l)-2g = dim \O rg -i (2) | - 2g + 1. This shows that the set D(x,y) 
imposes one less condition on quadrics passing through this set. For example, 
when g = 3 we get that D(x, y) is on a conic. If g = 4 it is the base set of 
a net of quadrics. We refer to [175] and [208] for projective geometry of sets 
imposing one less condition on quadrics (called self-associated sets). 



5.5.3 Scorza quartic hypersurfaces 

The following construction due to G. Scorza needs some generality assumption 
on C. 

Definition 5.5.15 A pair (C, $) is called Scorza general if the following prop- 
erties are satisfied 

( i) Rtf is a connected nonsingular curve; 

(ii) = 1; 

(Hi) r(i?) is not contained in a quadric. 
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We will see in the next chapter that a general canonical curve of genus 3 is 
Scorza general. For higher genus this was proven in [555]. 

We continue to assume that C is non-hyperelliptic. Consider the canonical 
embedding C |-f^c| v — P 9_1 and identify C with its image (the canonical 
model of C). For any x £ C, the divisor R$(x) consists of g points j/j. If all 
of them are distinct we have g hyperplanes j(x, j/j) = (R$(x) — yi), or, g 
points on the curve T($). More generally, we have a map C -> defined 
by the projection pi : R$ — > C. The composition of this map with the map 
7 (s) : c*(s) _^ r(i?)(s) is a regular map : C -> r(0)k). Let H (1 C = 
x\ + • • • + %2g-2 be a hyperplane section of C. Adding up the images of the 
points a;^ under the map we obtain g(2g — 2) points on r(#). 

Proposition 5.5.16 Lef D = £1 + • • • + x 2g -2 be a canonical divisor on C. 
Assume (C, 1?) is Scorza general. Then the divisors 

2g-2 

0(D) = ^ 0(3*), D e |if c |, 

i=l 

span a linear system of divisors on T(d) which are cut out by quadrics. 

Proof First note that the degree of the divisor is equal to 2degr(z9). Let 
(x,y) S R# and D x>y = 7(0;, y) = - y) + (-R^(y) - x) S |i^o|- 

For any x\ £ R&(x) — y, the divisor j(x, xij contains y. Similarly, for any 
Xj E R&(y) — x, the divisor -f(y,Xj) contains x. This means that 4>(D XtV ) 
is cut out by the quadric Q x . y equal to the sum of two hyperplanes H x ,H y 
corresponding to the points x, y G C C |-Kc| v via the duality. The image of 
\Kc\ in r(t9)( ff ( 29-2 " spans a linear system L (since any map of a rational 
variety to Jac(r(i9)) is constant). Since T(-d) is not contained in a quadric, it 
generates \Kc\ - This shows that all divisors in L are cut out by quadrics. The 
quadrics Q x . y span the space of quadrics in \Kc\ since otherwise there exists 
a quadric in |i^c| v apolar to all quadrics Q x . y . This would imply that for a 
fixed x S C, the divisor R$(x) lies in a hyperplane, the polar hyperplane of 
the quadric with respect to the point x. However, because § is non-effective, 
(R$(x)) spans P 9 ^ 1 . Thus dimL > g(g + l)/2, and, since no quadrics con- 
tains r(^), L coincides with the linear system of divisors on cut out by 
quadrics. □ 

Let E — H°(C,LUc) y ■ We can identify the space of quadrics in \E\ with 
F(S 2 (E)). Using the previous Proposition, we obtain a map \E V \ — > \S 2 (E)\. 
The restriction of this map to the curve r(t?) is given by the linear system 
|C?r(i9)(2)|. This shows that the map is given by quadratic polynomials, so 
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defines a linear map 

a : S 2 (E W ) -> S 2 (£). 

The proof of the Proposition implies that this map is bijective. 

Theorem 5.5.17 Assume (C, "&) is Scorza general. Then there exists a unique 
quartic hypersurface V(f) in \E\ = P 9_1 such that the inverse linear map 
a^ 1 is equal to the polarization map ip t— » D^(f). 

Proof Consider a" 1 : S 2 (E) -> S 2 (E W ) as a tensor U £ S 2 (E W ) <g> 
S 2 (E V ) C (E v ) (g ' i viewed as a 4-multilinear map E A -> C. It is enough to 
show that U is totally symmetric. Then a -1 is defined by the apolarity map as- 
sociated to a quartic hypersurface. Fix a reduced divisor R^(x) = xi + - ■ -+x g . 
Let Hi be the hyperplane in \E\ spanned by R#(x) — Xi. Choose a basis 
(ti, . . . , t g ) in E v such that Hi = V(ti). It follows from the proof of Propo- 
sition 5.5.16 that the quadratic map P(_E V ) — > F(S 2 (E)) assigns to the hyper- 
plane Hi the quadric Q X:Xi equal to the union of two hyperplanes associated 
to x and Xi via the duality. The corresponding linear map a satisfies 

g 

3 = !,•••, 9, (5-41) 

i=l 

where (£i, • • • , £ 9 ) is the dual basis to (ti, . . . , t g ), and (pi,..., b g ) are the 
coordinates of the point x. This implies that 

9 [ 1 if j = k = m 3 

V] & i£i>6c,£m) = < „ , . ' = ^(6c, Y'fri<!;i,?.J'£™)• 
T — , otherwise r-r 

2 = 1 ^ % — l 

This shows that C/ is symmetric in the first and the third arguments when 
the second argument belongs to the curve V(p). Since the curve r(i?) spans 
P(E W ), this is always true. It remains for us to use that U is symmetric in 
the first and the second arguments, as well as in the third and the fourth argu- 
ments. □ 

Definition 5.5.18 Let (C, •&) be Scorza general pair consisting of a canoni- 
cal curve of genus g and a non-effective theta characteristic §. Then the quar- 
tic hypersurface V(f) is called the Scorza quartic hypersurface associated to 
(C,0). 

We will study the Scorza quartic plane curves in the case g — 3. Very little is 
known about Scorza hypersurfaces for general canonical curves of genus > 3. 
We do not even know whether they are nonsingular. However, it follows from 
the construction that the hypersurface is given by a nondegenerate homoge- 
neous form. 
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The Scorza correspondence has been recently extended to pairs (C, 6), where 
C is a curve of genus g > 1 and 9 is an effective even theta characteristic [316], 
[269]. 



5.5.4 Contact hyperplanes of canonical curves 

Let C be a nonsingular curve of genus g > 0. Fixing a point Co on C allows one 
to define an isomorphism of algebraic varieties Pic d (C) — > Jac(C), [D] i— > 
[13 — dco]. Composing this map with the map : — > Pic d (C) we obtain 
a map 

"d(co) : -> Jac(C). (5.42) 

If no confusion arises, we drop Co from this notation. For d = 1, this map 
defines an embedding 

ui :C^Jac(C). 

For the simplicity of the notation, we will identify C with its image. For any 
c 6 C the tangent space of C at a point c is a 1 -dimensional subspace of 
the tangent space of Jac(C) at c. Using a translation automorphism, we can 
identify this space with the tangent space ToJac(C) at the zero point. Under 
the Abel-Jacobi map, the space of holomorphic 1-forms on Jac(C) is identified 
with the space of holomorphic forms on C. Thus we can identify ToJac(C) 
with the space H Q (C, Kc) y ■ As a result, we obtain the canonical map of C 

tp:C^ F(H°(C, K c ) y ) = \K c \ y £ P*" 1 . 

If C is not hyperelliptic, the canonical map is an embedding. 

We continue to identify H°(C, K c ) v with T Jac(C). A symmetric odd 
theta divisor = Wg_ 1 — d contains the origin of Jac(C). If = 1, 

the origin is a nonsingular point on 0, and hence defines a hyperplane in 
To(Jae(C)), the tangent hyperplane To©. Passing to the projectivization we 
have a hyperplane in |-Kc| v - 

Proposition 5.5.19 The hyperplane in |-Kc| v defined by is a contact hy- 
perplane to the image tp(C) under the canonical map. 

Proof Consider the difference map (5.36) d\ : C x C — > Jac(C). In the case 
when is an even divisor, we proved in (5.37) that 

dfte)~pft0)+pS(0) + A. (5.43) 

Since two theta divisors are algebraically equivalent the same is true for an odd 
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theta divisor. The only difference is that d*(Q) contains the diagonal A as the 
preimage of 0. It follows from the definition of the map ui(co) that 

Ul (co)(C) ne = di\e) n P ^\c ) = c + a,, 

where D$ is the unique effective divisor linearly equivalent to Let Q : —* 
P(ToJac(C)) be the Gauss map defined by translation of the tangent space at 
a nonsingular point of to the origin. It follows from the proof of Torelli 
Theorem [10] that the Gauss map ramifies at any point where meets ui(C). 
So, the image of the Gauss map intersects the canonical image with multiplicity 
> 2 at each point. This proves the assertion. □ 

More explicitly, the equation of the contact hyperplane corresponding to 
is given by the linear term of the Taylor expansion of the theta function 
9 [^] corresponding to 0. Note that the linear term is a linear function on 
H°(C, KcY ', hence can be identified with a holomorphic differential 

l—l 

where [zi, . . . , z g ) are coordinates in H°(C, KcY defined by a normalized 
basis lji, . . . ,uj g of H°(C, Kc)- A nonzero section of 0j a c(C)(0) can be 
viewed as a holomorphic differential of order |. To make this more precise, 
i.e. describe how to get a square root of a holomorphic 1-form, we use the 
following result (see [216], Proposition 2.2). 

Proposition 5.5.20 Let be a symmetric odd theta divisor defined by the 
theta function 9 [ ^ ]. Then, for all x,y € C, 

9[*\ - y)f - he(<p(x))h e (<p(y))E(x,y) 2 , 

where E(x, y) is a certain section of Ocxc(A) (the prime-formj. 

An attentive reader should notice that the equality is not well-defined in 
many ways. First, the vector ip(x) is defined only up to proportionality and the 
value of a section of a line bundle is also defined only up to proportionality. To 
make sense of this equality we pass to the universal cover of Jac(C) identified 
with H°(C, Kc) y and to the universal cover U of C x C and extend the 
difference map and the map (p to the map of universal covers. Then the prime- 
form is defined by a certain holomorphic function on U and everything makes 
sense. As the equality of the corresponding line bundles, the assertion trivially 
follows from (5.43). 

Let 

,m x ,y) ^ [ ^; {x - y)) . 

E(x,y) 
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Since E(x, y) = —E(y, x) and 9 [ ^ ] is an odd function, we have r [ ^ ] (x, y) = 
r [ ^ ] (y , x) for any x, y S C x C \ A. It satisfies 

r[^(x,2/) 2 = M^))M^/))- (5-44) 

Note that E(x, y) satisfies E(x, y) — ~E(y, x), since 9 [ ^ ] is an odd function, 
we have r [ ^ ] (x, y) = r [ ^ ] (y, x) for any x,y e C x C \ A. 

Now let us fix a point y = Co, so we can define the root function on C. It is 
a rational function on the universal cover of C defined by r [ ^ ] (x, Cq). 

Thus every contact hyperplane of the canonical curve defines a root function. 

Suppose we have two odd theta functions 9 [ ^ ] , 9 



v 



, Then the ratio of the 



corresponding root functions is equal to 9 [ ^ ] (di(x — co))/9 {d\(x — cq)) 
and its square is a rational function on C, defined uniquely up to a constant fac- 
tor depending on the choice of cq. Its divisor is equal to the difference 2$— 2d'. 

l 

Thus we can view the ratio as a section of K£ with divisor 9 — 9' . This section 
is not defined on C but on the double cover of C corresponding to the 2-torsion 
point i9 — -d' . If we have two pairs $i, i?2, $2 °f °dd theta characteristics sat- 
isfying $1— i?' = i?2 — $2 — e, i.e. forming a syzygetic tetrad, the product of the 
two ratios is a rational function on C with divisor d\ + d' 2 — "&\ — i?2- Following 
Riemann [469] and Weber [592], we denote this function by (i?i^' 1 /^2i? 2 ) 1/2 - 
By Riemann-Roch, + i9 2 ) = h°(Kc + e) = g — 1, hence any g pairs 

(01, i?x), ■ • ■ ' (^si ^s) °^ oc '^ theta characteristics in a Steiner complex define 
ff linearly independent functions (d^/dgd'g) 1 / 2 , . . . , (iVii^/^i^) 1 / 2 . 
After scaling, and getting rid of squares by using (5.44), we obtain a polyno- 
mial in h@ 1 (tp(x)), . . . , /i0 g (<f(x)) vanishing on the canonical image of C. 

Example 5.5.21 Let g = 3. We take three pairs of odd theta functions and get 
the equation 



\/tfi0[+y«+y^=O. (5.45) 
After getting rid of square roots, we obtain a quartic equation of C 

(Im + pq — rs) 2 — ilmpq = 0, (5.46) 

where l,m,p, q,rs are the linear functions in zi, 22,2:3 defining the linear 
terms of the Taylor expansion at of the odd theta functions corresponding 
to three pairs in a Steiner complex. The number of possible ways to write the 
equation of a plane quartic in this form is equal to 63 • 20 = 1260. 

Remark 5.5.22 For any nonzero 2-torsion point, the linear system \Kc + e\ 
maps C to P 9 ~ 2 , the map is called the Prym canonical map. We have seen that 
the root functions {d 1 d' l /d 2 d' 2 ) 1/2 belong to H°(C, K c + e) and can be used 
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to define the Prym canonical map. For g = 3, the map is a degree 4 cover of 
P 1 and we express the quartic equation of C as a degree 4 cover of P 1 . 



Exercises 

5.1 Let C be an irreducible plane curve of degree d with a (d— 2) -multiple point. Show 
that its normalization is a hyperelliptic curve of genus g = d — 2. Conversely, show 
that any hyperelliptic curve of genus g admits such a plane model. 

5.2 Show that a nonsingular curve of genus 2 has a vanishing theta characteristic but a 
nonsingular curve of genus 3 has a vanishing theta characteristic if and only if it is a 
hyperelliptic curve. 

5.3 Show that a nonsingular non-hyperelliptic curve of genus 4 has a vanishing theta 
characteristic if and only if its canonical model lies on a quadratic cone. 

5.4 Find the number of vanishing theta characteristics on a hyperelliptic curve of genus 
9- 

5.5 Show that a canonical curve of genus 5 has 10 vanishing even theta characteristics 
if and only if it is isomorphic to the intersection of three simultaneously diagonalized 
quadrics in P 4 . 

5.6 Compute the number of syzygetic tetrads contained in a Steiner complex. 

5.7 Show that the composition of two correspondences (defined as the composition of 
the multi-valued maps defined by the correspondences) with valences v and v' is a 
correspondence with valence —vv'. 

5.8 Let / : X — > P be a non-constant rational function on a nonsingular projective 
curve X. Consider the fibered product X x P i X as a correspondence on X x X. 
Show that it has valence and compute the valence. Show that the Cayley-Brill formula 
is equivalent to the Hurwitz formula. 

5.9 Suppose that a nonsingular projective curve X admits a non-constant map to a curve 
of genus > 0. Show that there is a correspondence on X without valence. 

5.10 Show that any correspondence on a nonsingular plane cubic has valence unless the 
cubic is harmonic or equianharmonic. 

5.11 Describe all symmetric correspondences of type (4, 4) with valence 1 on a canon- 
ical curve of genus 4. 

5.12 Let R$ be the Scorza correspondence on a curve C. Prove that a point (x, y) £ R$ 
is singular if and only if x and y are ramification points of the projections R$ — > C. 



Historical Notes 

It is too large a task to discuss the history of theta functions. We mention 
only that the connection between odd theta functions with characteristics and 
bitangents to a quartic curves goes back to Riemann [469], [592]. There are 
numerous expositions of the theory of theta functions and Jacobian varieties 
(e.g. [10], [113], [404]). The theory of fundamental sets of theta characteristics 
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goes back to A. Gopel and J. Rosenhein. A good exposition can be found 
in Krazer's book [347]. As an abstract symplectic geometry over the field of 
two elements it is presented in Coble's book [120], which we followed. Some 
additional material can be found in [115] (see also a modern exposition in 
[482]). 

The theory of correspondences on an algebraic curve originates from Charles ' 
Principle of Correspondence [94] which is the special case of the Cay ley-Brill 
formula in the case g = 0. However, the formula was known and used ear- 
lier by E. de Jonquieres [158], and later but before Chasles, by L. Cremona 
in [140]. We refer to C. Segre [519] for a careful early history of this discov- 
ery and the polemic between Chasles and de Jonquieres on the priority of this 
discovery. 

We have already encountered with the application of Chasles' Principles to 
Poncelet polygons in Chapter 2. This application was first found by A. Cay- 
ley [85]. He was also the first to extend Chasles' Principle to higher genus 
[85] although with incomplete proof. The first proof of the Cayley-Brill for- 
mula was given by A. Brill [55]. The notion of valence (die Werthigeit) was 
introduced by Brill. The fact that only correspondences with valence exist on 
a general curve was first pointed out by A. Hurwitz [308]. He also showed 
the existence of correspondences without valence. A good reference to many 
problems solved by the theory of correspondences is Baker's book [21], vol. 6. 
We refer to [533] for a fuller history of the theory of correspondences. 

The number of bitangents to a plane curve was first computed by J. Pliicker 
[446], [447]. The equations of bitangential curves were given by A. Cayley 
[79], G. Salmon [490] and O. Dersch [164]. 

The study of correspondences of type (g,g) with valence —1 was initiated 
by G. Scorza [509], [510]. His construction of a quartic hypersurface associ- 
ated to a non-effective theta characteristic on a canonical curve of genus g was 
given in [51 1]. A modern exposition of Scorza' theory was first given in [176]. 
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6.1 Bitangents 

6.1.1 28 bitangents 

A nonsingular plane quartic C is a non-hyperelliptic genus 3 curve embedded 
in P 2 by its canonical linear system \Kc\- It has no vanishing theta character- 
istics, so the only effective theta characteristics are odd ones. The number of 
them is 28 = 2 2 (2 3 — 1). Thus C has exactly 28 contact lines, which in this 
case coincide with bitangents. Each bitangent is tangent to C at two points that 
may coincide. In the latter case the bitangent is called a inflection bitangent. 

We can apply the results from Section 5.4 to the case g = 3. Let V = 
Pic(C)[2] = F| with the symplectic form w defined by the Weil pairing. The 
elements of Q(V)-, i.e. quadratic forms of odd type on V, will be identified 
with bitangents. 

The union of four bitangents forming a syzygetic tetrad cuts out in C an ef- 
fective divisor of degree 8 equal to the intersection of C with some conic V(q). 
There are t$ = 315 syzygetic tetrads which are in a bijective correspondence 
with the set of isotropic planes in Pic(C)[2]. 

Since a syzygetic tetrad of bitangents and the conic V(q) cuts out the same 
divisor, we obtain the following. 

Proposition 6.1.1 A choice of a syzygetic tetrad of bitangents V(k),i = 
1, . . . , 4, puts the equation of C in the form 

C = V(hl 2 l 3 l 4 + q 2 ). (6.1) 

Conversely, each such equation defines a syzygetic tetrad of bitangents. There 
are 315 ways to write f in this form. 

There are 63 Steiner complexes of bitangents. Each complex consists of six 
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pairs of bitangents £[ such that the divisor class of li fl C — 1\ n C is a fixed 
nonzero 2-torsion divisor class. 

Proposition 6.1.2 Lef (/, m) , (p, g) , (r, s) fee f/iree pairs of linear forms defin- 
ing three pairs of bitangents from a Steiner complex. Then, after scaling the 
forms, one can write the equation of C in the form 

Almpq — (Im + pq — rs) 2 — 0, (6.2) 

which is equivalent to the equation 

Vim + ^Jpq + \frl> = (6.3) 

after getting rid of square roots. Conversely, an equation of this form is defined 
by three pairs of bitangents from a Steiner complex. The number of ways in 
which the equation can be written in this form is equal to 1260 — (^) • 63. 

Proof By (6.1), we can write 

C = V(lmpq - a 2 ) = V(lmrs - b 2 ) 

for some quadratic forms a, b. After subtracting the equations, we get 

lm(pq — rs) = (a + b)(a — b). 

If I divides a + b and m divides a — b, then the quadric V(a) passes through 
the point I n m. But this is impossible since no two bitangents intersect at a 
point on the quartic. Thus, we obtain that Im divides either a + b or a — b. 
Without loss of generality, we get Im — a + b,pq — rs = a — b, and hence a = 
^(lm+pq — rs). Therefore, we can define the quartic by the equation Almpq — 
(Im + pq — rs) 2 = 0. Conversely, Equation (6.2) defines a syzygetic tetrad 
V(l), V(m), V(p), V(q). By the symmetry of Equation (6.3), we obtain two 
other syzygetic tetrads V(l),V(m),V(r),V(s) and V(p), V(q), V(r), V(s). 
Obviously, the pairs (l,m), (p, q) , (r, s) define the same 2-torsion divisor class, 
so they belong to a Steiner hexad. □ 

In the previous Chapter we found this equation by using theta functions (see 
(5.45)). 

Remark 6.1.3 Consider the 4-dimensional algebraic torus 

T = {(z 1 ,z 2 ,z 3 ,z 4: ,z 5 ,z 6 ) € (C*) 6 : ziz 2 = z 3 z 4 = z 5 z 6 } = (C*) 4 . 

It acts on 6-tuples of linear forms (Zi, . . . , le) S (C 3 ) 6 = C 18 by scalar mul- 
tiplication. The group G = F| X 63 of order 48 acts on the same space by 
permuting two forms in each pair (Zj, h+i) , i — 1,3,5, and permuting the three 
pairs. This action commutes with the action of T and defines a linear action of 
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the group T x G on P 17 = C 18 \{0}/C*. The GIT-quotient I = P 17 /(TxG) 
is a projective variety of dimension 14. A rational map X — - > |Op2 (4) | which 
assigns to a general orbit ofTxG the quartic curve Viy/hh + ^/hh + y/hle) 
is a SL(3)-equivariant and of degree 48 • 1260. 1 do not know whether X/SL(S) 
is a rational variety; the orbit space |Op2(4)|/SL(3) is known to be a rational 
variety [329], [46]. 

We know that two Steiner complexes have either four or six common bitan- 
gents, depending on whether they are syzygetic or not. Each isotropic plane 
in Pic(C)[2] defines three Steiner complexes with common four bitangents. 
Two azygetic Steiner complexes have 6 common bitangents. The number of 
azygetic triads is equal to 336. 

The projection from the intersection point of two bitangents defines a g\ 
with two members of the form 2p + 2q. It is possible that more than two bitan- 
gents are concurrent. However, we can prove the following. 

Proposition 6.1.4 No three bitangents forming an azygetic triad can intersect 
at one point. 

Proof Let #i,i?2) ^3 be the corresponding odd theta characteristics. The 2- 
torsion divisor classes = i?i — dj form a non-isotropic plane. Let e be a 
nonzero point in the orthogonal complement. Then q Vi (e) + q n . (e) + (ryy , e) = 
implies that q Vi take the same value at e. We can always choose e such that 
this value is equal to 0. Thus the three bitangents belong to the same Steiner 
complex S(e). Obviously, no two differ by e, hence we can form 3 pairs from 
them. These pairs can be used to define Equation (6.2) of C. It follows from 
this equation that the intersection point of the three bitangents lies on C. But 
this is impossible because C is nonsingular. □ 

Remark 6.1.5 A natural question is whether the set of bitangents determines 
the quartic, i.e. whether two quartics with the same set of bitangents coincide. 
Surprizingly it has not been answered by the ancients. Only recently it was 
proven that the answer is yes: [62] (for a general curve), [354] (for any nonsin- 
gular curve). 

6.1.2 Aronhold sets 

We know that in the case g = 3 a normal fundamental set of eight theta charac- 
teristics contains seven odd theta characteristics. The corresponding unordered 
set of seven bitangents is called an Aronhold set. It follows from (5.30) that the 
number of Aronhold sets is equal to #Sp(6, F 2 )/7! = 288. 

A choice of an ordered Aronhold set defines a unique fundamental set that 
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contains it. The eighth theta characteristic is equal to the sum of the charac- 
teristics from the Aronhold set. Thus an Aronhold set can be defined as an 
azygetic set of seven bitangents. 

A choice of an ordered Aronhold set allows one to index all 2-torsion divisor 
classes (resp. odd theta characteristics) by subsets of even cardinality (resp. of 
cardinality 2) of {1, . . . ,8}, up to complementary set. Thus we have 63 2- 
torsion classes e a b, e a bcd and 28 bitangents £jj corresponding to 28 odd theta 
characteristics dij. The bitangents from the Aronhold set correspond to the 
subsets (18,28, . . . ,78). 

We also know that — = ^a+b- This implies, for example, that four 
bitangents £a,£b,^c, form a syzygetic tetrad if and only if A + B + C + 
D = 0. 

Following Cayley, we denote a pair of numbers from the set {1, . . . , 8} by 
a vertical line | . If two pairs have a common number we make them intersect. 
For example, we have the following. 

• Pairs of bitangents: 210 of type || and 168 of type V. 

• Triads of bitangents: 

1 . (syzygetic) 420 of type U, 840 azygetic of type 1 1 1 ; 

2. (azygetic) 56 of type A, 1680 of type V |, and 280 of type \J/. 

• Tetrads of bitangents: 

1. (syzygetic) 105 azygetic of types |||. 210 of type □; 

2. (asyzygetic) 560 of types | A, 280 of type \L6 1680 of type I \J/, 2520 of 
type VV; 

3. (non syzygetic but containing a syzygetic triad) 2520 of type || V, 5040 
of type | U, 3360 of type IT, 840 of type IV, 3360 of type \|A. 

There are two types of Aronhold sets: \^., \J/ A. They are represented by 
the sets (12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18) and (12, 13, 23, 45, 46, 47, 48). The number 
of the former type is 8, the number of the latter type is 280. Note that the 
different types correspond to orbits of the subgroup of Sp(6, F 2 ) isomorphic to 
the permutation group ©s- For example, we have two orbits of Sg on the set 
of Aronhold sets consisting of 8 and 280 elements. 

Lemma 6.1.6 Three odd theta characteristics $i , $ 2 > ^3 m a Steiner complex 
E(e), no two of which differ by e, are azygetic. 

Proof Lef&'i = ^+e,i = 1, 2, 3. Then i? 2 , ^2} and {^i,^i,^3, ^3} 

are syzygetic and have two common theta characteristics. By Proposition 5.4. 13, 
the corresponding isotropic planes do not span an isotropic 3-space. Thus 
— §2, ^3 — ^1) = 1, hence $1, z? 2 , "#3 is an azygetic triad. □ 



6.1 Bitangents 



255 



The previous Lemma suggests a way to construct an Aronhold set from a 
Steiner set £(e). Choose another Steiner set £(77) azygetic to the first one. 
They intersect at six odd theta characteristics $1,... ,#6, no two of which 
differ by e. Consider the set . . . , $5, + e, -de + 77}. We claim that this 
is an Aronhold set. By the previous Lemma all triads ■di, r dj,dk,i,j,k < 5 are 
azygetic. Any triad t?6 + e , ^6 + Vi * — 5, is azygetic too. In fact $j((i9e + 
e) + (i?6 + 7?)) = (e + 77) 7^ since ^ £(e + 77). So the assertion follows 
from Lemma 5.4.2. We leave it to the reader to check that remaining triads 
i?j-,06 + e}, {^i, t?e + 77},* < 5, are azygetic. 

Proposition 6.1.7 Any six lines in an Aronhold set are contained in a unique 
Steiner complex. 

We use that the symplectic group Sp(6,F 2 ) acts transitively on the set of 
Aronhold sets. So it is enough to check the assertion for one Aronhold set. Let 
it correspond to the index set (12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18). It is enough to check 
that the first six are contained in a unique Steiner complex. By Proposition 
5.4.7, it is enough to exhibit a 2-torsion divisor class ey such that "dik(^ij) = 
for k = 2,3,4,5,6,7, and show its uniqueness. By Proposition 5.4.19, eig 
does the job. 

Recall that a Steiner subset of theta characteristics on a genus 3 curve con- 
sists of 12 elements. A subset of six elements will be called a hexad. 

Corollary 6.1.8 Any Steiner complex contains 2 6 azygetic hexads. Half of 
them are contained in another Steiner complex, necessarily azygetic to the first 
one. Any other hexad can be extended to a unique Aronhold set. 

Proof Let £(e) be a Steiner complex consisting of six pairs of odd theta 
characteristics. Consider it as G-set, where G = (Z/2Z) 6 whose elements, 
identified with subsets / of [1, 6], act by switching elements in 7-th pairs, i 6 
/. It is clear that G acts simply transitively on the set of azygetic sextuples 
in £(e). For any azygetic complex £(77), the intersection £(e) n £(77) is an 
azygetic hexad. Note that two syzygetic complexes have only four bitangents 
in common. The number of such hexads is equal to 2 6 — 2 5 = 2 5 . Thus the set 
of azygetic hexads contained in a unique Steiner complex is equal to 2 5 • 63. 
But this number is equal to the number 7 • 288 of subsets of cardinality 6 of 
Aronhold sets. By the previous Proposition, all such sets are contained in a 
unique Steiner complex. □ 

Let ($18, • ■ ■ , 7^78) be an Aronhold set. By Proposition 6.1.7, the hexad t?28, 
. . . ,7?7s is contained in a unique Steiner complex £(e). Let = ^28 + 
e. By Proposition 5.4.19, the only 2-torsion point at which all quadrics 
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i?28; • • • i $78 vanish is the point eig. Thus d' 2S — $28 + e i8 = $12- This shows 
that the bitangent defined by # 28 coincides with $12. Similarly, we see that the 
bitangents corresponding to + e, « = 3, . . . , 7, coincide with the bitangents 
0«. 



6.1.3 Riemann's equations for bitangents 

Here we show how to write equations of all bitangents knowing the equations 
of an Aronhold set of bitangents. 

Let £\ = V(h), . . . ,£7 — V(lr) be an Aronhold set of bitangents of C. By 
Proposition 6.1.4, any three lines are not concurrent. We may assume that 

h = V(t ) ,l 2 = V(t 1 ),i 3 = V(t 2 ) , £ 4 = V(t + h+ t 2 ) 

and the remaining ones are £ 4+i = V(a oi t + a u tx + a 2i t 2 ), i — 1,2, 3. 

Theorem 6.1.9 There exist linear forms uq, u\, u 2 such that, after reseating 
the linear forms, 

C = V{^t a UQ + y/iiul + \ft 2 u 2 )- 
The forms m,; can be found from equations 









M + Mi 


+- m 2 4- to ' 


f ii + * 2 


= 0, 


U 


_ ^_ 




1- fciaoiio 4 


- fciOnti 4 


- feia 2 it2 


= 0, 


Ooi 


an 


021 














1- — " 


f k 2 a 02 t 4 


- k 2 a\ 2 ti 4 


- &2 a 22^2 


= 0, 


ao2 


012 


«22 










M 






f k 3 a 03 t 4 


- ^3013^1 4 


- k 3 a 23 t 2 


= 0, 


ao3 


ai3 


«23 












where ki, k 2 , k 3 can be found from solving first linear equations: 

^01 a 02 
1 1 1 

a ll a 12 a 13 

v— — — 

\a 2 i a 2 2 Q23 

and then solving the equations 

(Aoa i Aian A2a 2 i 
Aoa02 AiOi2 A2022 
Ao003 AiOi3 A2023 

The equations of the remaining 21 bitangents are: 
(1) u — 0, Ml = 0, m 2 = 0, 
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(2) t + t 1 + u 2 = 0, t + t 2 + m = 0, ti + t 2 + u = 0, 



(3) 




f 02**2) 


= 0, i 


= 1,2,3, 


(4) 


^ + ki(a 0i t - 


f 021*2) 


= 0, i 


= 1,2,3, 


(5) 


^ + ki(a 0i to - 




= 0, i 


= 1,2,3, 


(6) 


«0 1 






«2 _ 


l — kiana,2i 1 1- 




+ i- fc , 


aoiaii 


(7) 










oo*(l— fe*aiia2i) 


f an(X- 


kiQ,Qia,2i 


) 1 o«(l- 



0, i = 1,2,3, 



Proof By Proposition 6.1.7, six bitangents in our set of seven bitangents 
tx , . . . , lr are contained in a unique Steiner complex. Throwing away l\ , l 2 , £3, 
we find three Steiner complexes partitioned in pairs 

(4,6), (4,6), (4,6i), .... (4, 61), (6.4) 
(4,6), (4,6), (4,62), (4,62), 
(4,6), (4,6), (4,6s), (4,6s). 

Since two Steiner complexes cannot contain more than six common bitangents, 
the bitangents £j = V(ui-x) and 6j = ^(%) 316 ai l different and differ from 
£1, . . . , l-j. We continue to identify bitangents with odd theta characteristics, 
and the corresponding odd quadratic forms. 
Now we have 

4-6 = 4- 6, 4-6 = 4- 6, 4-6 = 4- 6- 

This implies that 4 - 6 = 4 - 6 = 4 - 6. i- e - the P airs (4,6), (4,6), 
and (£3,6) belong to the same Steiner complex S. One easily checks that 

(4 - 6,4 - 6) = (4 - 6, 4 - 6) = (4 - 6, 4 - 6) = o, 

and hence £ is syzygetic to the three complexes (6.4) and therefore it does not 
contain ii, i > 4. 

By Proposition 6.1.2 and its proof, we can write, after rescaling uq, u\, u%, 

C = ViAtohuom - ql) = V{At t 2 u u 2 - qf) = V{ttxhuiu 2 - qf), (6.5) 
where 

qi = -t u a + tiui + t 2 u 2 , (6.6) 

92 = t u - t^i + t 2 u 2 , 

93 = *o«o + hui - t 2 u 2 . 

Next, we use the first Steiner complex from (6.4) to do the same by using 
the first three pairs. We obtain 

C=V(4t 1 u 2 hU 1 -q 2 ). 
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As in the proof of Proposition (6. 1 .2), we find that 

2(t 2 u 2 - hhi) 

qi-q = 2Xihu 2 , qx + q = t • 

Ai 

Hence 

^2^1 — ^4^41 

qi = XitiU 2 H r = -t u + hui + t 2 U 3 , 

M 

and we obtain 

hhi = t 2 ui — Xi(—t u + hui + t 2 u 3 ) + \ltiu 2 , (6.7) 
l 4 l 42 = t\UQ - X 2 (t a u - hm + t 2 u 3 ) + Xjt 2 u , 
kk3 = ku 2 - X 3 (t u + txm - t 2 u 3 ) + A^owi- 
The last two equations give 



hi^ + t— ) = t Q (-2u + X 3 ui + ^) + u (X 2 t 2 + ^ 
\ 2 A3 A3 A3 



(6.8) 



The lines £4,^1, and £1 belong to the third Steiner complex (6.4), and by 
Lemma 6. 1 .6 form an azygetic triad. By Proposition 6.1.4, they cannot be con- 
current. This implies that the line V(X 2 t 2 + j^) passes through the intersection 
point of the lines £1 and £4. This gives a linear dependence between the linear 
functions I4 = a^t^ + a\ti + a 2 t 2 , li = to and X 2 t 2 + 4 1 - (we can assume that 
clq = cii = a 2 = 1 but will do it later). This can happen only if 

X 2 = c 1 a 2 , r^=C 1 <2i, 
A3 

for some constant c\. Now X 2 t 2 + j-ti = c\(a 2 t 2 + a\ti) = ci(l 4 — a^to), 
and we can rewrite (6.8) in the form 

/ ^42 ^43 \ / / r. \ ^1 ^2 \ 

CiM — + -r C1U0) = t (-c 1 (2 + a ci)u H 1 ). 

\ 2 A3 ai a 2 

This implies that 

-T- + -T- = cim H (6-9) 

A 2 A 3 ci 

fci^4 = — ci(2 + cia )u H - + — , (6.10) 

ai a 2 

for some constant ki. Similarly, we get 

k 2 U = — 0-2(2 + c 2 a\)ui 



uq va 
a a 2 



. . U\ u 2 

k 3 l 4 = -c 3 (2 + c 3 a 2 )u 2 H 1 . 

a Q at 
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It is easy to see that this implies that 

ki = k 2 = k 3 = k, c\ = — ao, c 2 = — oi, c 3 = ~a 2 . 
Equations (6.9) and (6.10) become 

li2 i ^43 k 

— + — = -a M to, (6.11) 

A 2 A3 ao 

, , uo . ui u 2 

KI4 = 1 1 . (6.12) 

a a\ a 2 

At this point, we can scale the coordinates to assume 

a\ = a 2 — a 2 = 1 = — k = 1, 
and obtain our first equation 

h + t\ + t 2 + U + til + "2 = 0. 

Replacing Z41 with Z51, , Z71 and repeating the argument, we obtain the re- 
maining three equations relating uq, m, u 2 with to,ti,t 2 . 

Let us find the constants ki,k 2 , k$ for £5, £7. We have found four linear 
equations relating six linear functions to, t\, t%, uq, u±, u 2 . Since three of them 
form a basis in the space of linear functions, there must be one relation. We 
may assume that the first equation is a linear combination of the last three with 
some coefficients Ai, A2, A3. This leads to the system of linear equations from 
the statement of the Theorem. 

Finally, we have to find the equations of the 21 bitangents. The equations 
(6.5) show that the lines £1,^2, £3 are bitangents. Equation (6.11) and similar 
equations 

^43 . hi , , 

•t- + ^— = -«i + h, 
A3 Ai 



hi I42 
Ai A2 

after adding up, give 

hi I42 I43 
Ai A2 A3 

and then 

'41 



-u 2 + t 2 



to + U + h 



uo + h + t 2 , 



l>42 

— = Ui +t + t 2 , 
Al 
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— = u 2 + t + <i. 
M 

This gives us three equations of type (2). Similarly, we get the expressions for 
hi, hi, hi which are the nine equations of types (3), (4), and (5). 

Let us use the Aronhold set (£1, . . . , £7) to index bitangents by subsets (ij) 
of {1, . . . , 8}. As we explained at the end of the previous section, we have 

£1 = ^23, 6 = $13, £3 = ^12, 

Uk — $fe4, £,5k = flk5, 63fc = $fc6, &fc = $fe7, k= 1,2,3. 

The remaining bitangents are $56, $57, $67 , $45, $46 , $47- The first three look 
like $23, $13, $12, they are of type A. The second three look like $5^, $6fc, $7/0, 
they are of type \|/. To find the equations of triples of bitangents of type A, we 
interchange the roles of the lines £i,£ 2 ,£ 3 with the lines £5,^6,^7- Our lines 
will be the new lines analogous to the lines £1, £2, ?3- Solving the system, we 
find their equations. To find the equations of the triple of bitangents of type \|/, 
we delete £4 from the original Aronhold set, and consider the Steiner complex 
containing the remaining lines as we did in (6.4). The lines making the pairs 
with £5, £q, 1-j will be our lines. We find their equations in the same manner as 
we found the equations for £5^ , £@fc ,S,7k- d 

Remark 6.1.10 The proof of the Theorem implies the following result, which 
can be found in [270]. Let (£i,£i), be three pairs of bitangents from the same 
Steiner complex. Let (£4, £4) be a fourth pair of bitangents from the Steiner 
complex given by pairs (£1, £2), (£2, £1) as in (6.4) (where £4 = £43). Choose 
some linear forms (i,m, representing £i,£i. Then the equation of C can be 
given by 

({hhh)(hm 2 m 3 )limi + {hl4h){mil4m 3 )l 2 m 2 - (hl2h)(rnim 2 l4)hm 3 ) 2 

-4(l4l 2 h)(l4m 2 m 3 )(lil4h)(mil4m 3 )lim 1 l 2 m 2 = 0, 

where the brackets denote the determinants of the matrix formed by the coeffi- 
cients of the linear forms. In fact, this is Equation (6.5), where the determinants 
take care of scaling of the forms Uq, U\, u 2 (use that, V(h) can be taken to be 
V(h + l 2 + 1 3) and we must keep the relation h + 1 2 + 13 + U\ + u-x + u 3 = 0). 

One can also find in loc. cit. paper of J. Guardia the expressions for h, rrii in 
terms of the period matrix of C. 

Remark 6.1.11 We will see later in Subsection 6.3.3 that any seven lines in 
a general linear position can be realized as an Aronhold set for a plane quartic 
curve. Another way to see it can be found in [593], p. 447. 
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6.2 Determinant equations of a plane quartic 

6.2.1 Quadratic determinantal representations 

Suppose an aCM invertible sheaf T on a nonsingular plane curve C of degree 
d = 2k defines a resolution 

0^C/ v (-2) -t F -> JT 0, (6.13) 

where dim U — dim V = k. Taking the cohomology, we obtain 

HP{C,F) = V, ff°(C,.F(-l)) ^ f7, (6.14) 
H°(C, = H 1 ^, T) = 0, (6.15) 

The map <p is defined by a linear map S 2 — > V. In coordinates, it is defined 
by a fc x fc-matrix A = (a^ ) with quadratic forms as its entries. The transpose 
matrix defines a resolution 

0^ V v (-2) Xu- f Q- f Q 1 (6.16) 

where 

G Si £xt l 0ta (J 7 , F 2 ) (-2) Si T v (d - 2) . 

If we set £ = - = G(l - fc), then £ ® .M = O c and conditions 

(6.15) can be rephrased in terms of £. They are 

H°(C, C(k - 2)) = H\C, C(k - 1)) = 0. (6.17) 

Twisting the exact sequence (6.13) by Op* (I — k), and applying Riemann- 
Roch, we obtain, after easy calculation, 

deg£ = g- 1 + = <?- 1+ fc( x (O p2 (l - fc)) - x(Pc(-l - fc)) = 0. 

Conversely, given an aCM invertible sheaf £ satisfying (6.17), then T = 
£(fc — 1) admits a resolution of the form (4.20). Taking cohomology, one can 
easily show that ai = . . . = ttk = 0, b\ = . . . = bfc = 2. This gives the 
following. 

Theorem 6.2.1 The equivalence classes of quadratic determinantal repre- 
sentations of a nonsingular plane curve C of degree d = 2k are in a bijective 
correspondence with invertible sheaves £ on C of degree satisfying 

H°{C, C(k - 2)) = H\C, £(fc - 1)) = 0. 

Changing £ to £ _1 corresponds to the transpose of the matrix defining the 
determinantal representation. 
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As we know, resolutions (6.13) and (6.16) define the two maps 

l:C^¥(U), x:C^P(V), 

given by the left and right kernels of the matrix A, considered as a bilinear 
form on U <£> V. These maps are given by the linear systems |(fc — \)h + a\, 
\{k - l)h - a\, where C O c (a) and O c (l) = O c (h). 
Consider the map 

(I,t) :C->F(U) xP(V) 

with the image S. We identify the product of the projective spaces with its 
image in P(U ® V) under the Segre embedding. Consider the restriction map 

v : H°(P(U ® V), Pmv) (l)) = U®V^ H°(S, O s (l)) 

= H°(C, C(k - 1) ® M{k - 1)) = ff°(C, O c (2k - 2)), (6.18) 

Passing to the projectivizations, and composing it with the Segre map P(U) x 
P(V) — > P(t/ ® V), it corresponds to the multiplication map 

M : |(fc-l)ft + a| x |(fc-l)ft-a| -> |C p2 (2fc - 2) | , (D 1 ,D 2 ) ^ (D 1 ,D 2 ), 

where (D\, D 2 ) is the unique curve of degree 2k — 2 that cuts out the divisor 
D\ + D 2 on C. Composing the linear map (6.18) with the linear map <f> : 

S 2 E — > [/ (g) y, we get a linear map 

v' : S* 2 (S) ^ H (P 2 ,O P 2(2)) = S 2k - 2 (E y ). (6.19) 

A similar proof as used in the case of linear determinantal representations 
shows that this map coincides with the apolarity map corresponding to C. 

For any x E C, consider the tensor l(x) £g> r(a;) as a hyperplane in \U ® V\. 
It intersects \U\ x |V| at the subvariety of points whose image under the map 
fjj vanishes at x. Choose a basis (si, . . . , Sfc) in ?7 and a basis (s[, . . . , s' fc ) in 
V. The map is given by = a«Sj ® s,-. It follows from the above that 
the matrix (v(si ® s,-)) and the matrix adj((aij)) coincide when restricted at C 
(up to a multiplicative factor). Since its entries are polynomials of degree less 
than deg C, we see that they coincide for all x. This shows that the map v can 
be written by the formula 



/a n (t) ... a lk (t) uA 

(^mSi^Vjs'j) h- -det : : : : 

a k i(t) ... a k k(t) v k 

V ui ... u k / 



(6.20) 



Under the composition of the map, the zero set of the bordered determinant 
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is a curve of degree 2k — 2. Consider the discriminant hypersurface Dd- 2 (2) 
of curves of degree d — 2 = 2k — 2. The preimage of Dd- 2 (2) under the 
map (6.18) is a hypersurface X in F(U) x P(V) = P*^ 1 x P*^ 1 given by a 
bihomogeneous equation of bidegree (3(d — 3) 2 ,3(d — 3) 2 ). Here we use that 
degD d (2) = 3(d-l) 2 . 

Now it is time to specialize to the case d — 4. In this case, the map \v\ is the 
map 

\v\ : \K c + a\ x \K C - a\ - |C p2 (2)|. 
In coordinates, the map v is given by 

(u 1 s 1 + u 2 s 2 ,vis' 1 + v 2 s' 2 ) i ► -u v an + u via 12 - u 1 u a 2 i - u 1 v 1 a 22 . 

(6.21) 

The map <j> is given by 

where {s\,s 2 ), (s[* , s' 2 *) are the dual bases in U v and V v . One can also ex- 
plicitly see the kernel maps [ and r: 

[(a;) = [-<i2i (a;), an 0)] = [-a 22 {x), ai 2 (x)], (6.22) 
v(x) = [-ai 2 (x),an(a;)] = [-a 22 (x), a 21 (x)}. (6.23) 

The intersection of the conies V(a 2 i(t)) fl V(a 2 i(t)) lies on C, so I is given by 
a pencil of conies with four base points x\ , . . . , X4 on C. The map r is given by 
another pencil of conies whose base points yi , . . . , 2/4 together with the base 
points xi, . . . , X4 are cut out by a conic. 

The hypersurface X C V(U) x P(V) is of type (3, 3). It is a curve of arith- 
metic genus 4. Its image under the Segre map is a canonical curve equal to 
the intersection of a nonsingular quadric and a cubic surface. The cubic sur- 
face is the preimage of the determinantal cubic. It is a cubic symmetroid. We 
will discuss such cubics in Chapter 8. As we explained in Subsection 4.2.6, 
a cubic symmetroid surface admits a unique double cover ramified along the 
nodes. The restriction of this cover to X is an irreducible unramified cover 
r : X — > X. Let r be the nontrivial 2-torsion divisor class on X corresponding 
to this cover (it is characterized by the property that r*(r) = 0). The linear 
system \Kx + i~\ maps X to F 2 . The image is a Wirtinger plane sextic with 
double points at the vertices of a complete quadrilateral. Conversely, we will 
explain in Chapter 9 that a cubic symmetroid with 4 nodes is isomorphic to 
the image of the plane under the linear system of cubics passing through the 
six vertices of a complete quadrilateral. This shows that any Wirtinger sextic is 
isomorphic to the intersection of a quadric and a cubic symmetroid. In this way 
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we see that any general curve of genus 4 is isomorphic to the curve X arising 
from a quadratic determinantal representation of a nonsingular plane quartic. 
We refer for this and for more of the geometry of Wirtinger sextics to [70]. 

The map (6.19) is just the apolarity map ap 2 : S 2 (E) — > S 2 (E V ) defined 
by the quartic C. It is bijective if the quartic C is nondegenerate. Under the 
composition | E | — > \S 2 (E)\ — > \S 2 {E V )\, the preimage of the discriminant 
cubic hypersurface is the Hessian sextic of C. 

Consider the hypersurface W of type (l,l,2)in|Z7|x|V|x|.E| defined by 
the section of Op([/)(l) £3 Op(v)(l) ^ Cp(B)(2) corresponding to the tensor 
defining the linear map <fr : S 2 E — > U <E) V. It is immediate that 

W = {(D 1 ,D 2 ,x) S \K C + a\ x \K C ~ a\ x P 2 : x € {D x , D 2 )}. (6.24) 

In coordinates, the equation of W is given by the bordered determinant (6.20). 
Consider the projections 

pi 1 : W -> P 1 x P 1 , p^-.W-^P 1 . (6.25) 

The fibres of pi^ are isomorphic (under pr 2 ) to conies. The discriminant curve 
is the curve X. The fibres of pr 2 over a point i£P 2 are isomorphic, under pr 1; 
to curves on P 1 x P 1 of degree (1, 1). In the Segre embedding, they are also 
conies. The discriminant curve is the curve C. Thus W has two structures of 
a conic bundle. The two discriminant curves, X and C, come with the natural 
double cover parameterizing irreducible components of fibres. In the first case, 
it corresponds to the 2-torsion divisor class r and an unramified irreducible 
cover if X is a nontrivial unramified double cover. In the second case, the 
cover splits (since the factors of P 1 x P 1 come with an order). 

Remark 6.2.2 Recall that, for any unramified double cover of nonsingular 
curves ir : S — > S, the Prym variety Prym(5/S f ) is defined to be the connected 
component of the identity of Jac(S')/ 7r*Jac(S'). It has a structure of a prin- 
cipally polarized abelian variety (see [405]). In our case, when S = X, the 
Prym variety is isomorphic to the intermediate Jacobian of W. On the other 
hand, since the second conic structure defines the split cover of the discrim- 
inant curve C, the intermediate Jacobian is isomorphic to Jac(C). Thus we 
obtain an isomorphism of principally polarized abelian varieties 

Prym(X/X) = Jac(C). 

This is a special case of the trigonal construction applied to trigonal curves 
(like ours X) discovered by S. Recillas [453] (see a survey of R. Donagi [188] 
about this and more general constructions of this sort). Note that, in general, 
the curve X could be singular even when C is not. However, the Prym variety 
is still defined. 
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Let TZ g be the coarse moduli space of isomorphism classes of pairs (S,S), 
where S is a nonsingular curve of genus g and S — > S is its unramified double 
cover. There is a Prym map 

Pg.Tlg^ Ag-u (S, S) i ^ Prym(S/S), 

where -4 g _i is the coarse moduli space of principally polarized abelian va- 
rieties of dimension g — 1. In our case g = 4, the quadratic determinantal 
constructions allows us to describe the fiber over the Jacobian variety of a non- 
singular canonical curve of genus 3. It is isomorphic to the Kummer variety 
Kum(C) = Jac(C) /(t), where u is the negation involution a i— ► —a. 

The map p g is known to be generically injective for g > 7 [226], a finite map 
of degree 27 for g = 6 [191], and dominant for g < 5 with fibres of dimension 
3g — 3 — hg(g — 1). We refer to [189] for the description of fibres. 

The varieties TZ g are known to be rational ([185] for g = 2, [185], [329] for 
g = 3, [70] for g = 4) and unirational for g = 5 [315], [586], g = 6 [190], 
[584] and g = 7 [586]). It is known to be of general type for g > 13 and 
.9 ^ 15 [215]. 



6.2.2 Symmetric quadratic determinants 

By Theorem 6.2.1, the equivalence classes of symmetric quadratic determinan- 
tal representations of a nonsingular plane curve C of degree d — 2k correspond 
bijectively to nontrivial 2 -torsion divisors e £ Jac(C) such that 

H°(C, O c (e)(k - 2)) = H\C, O c (e)(k - 2)) = 0. 

Each such e defines a quadratic determinantal representation 

(an ... a lfc \ 
: : : = 0, 
tifci ■ ■ ■ flfefc/ 

where homogeneous forms of degree 2. It comes with the maps, 

<t>:\E\^\S 2 (U v )\, x^(a tJ (x)), 

t: C^V(U) ^V k -\ x^\N(A(x))\. 

It is given by the linear system \(k — l)h + e\. The map (6.18) becomes the 
restriction map of quadrics in V(U) to the image S of C under the map I 

v : S 2 (U) -» H°(C, O c (2k ~ 2)) = H°{¥ 2 , P 2 (2k - 2)). 
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The map p, is the composition of the map U x U — > |S' 2 ([/)| given by the 
complete linear system of quadrics in |{/| and the map v. It factors through the 
symmetric square of |E7|, and defines a map 

|e> p2 (2/c-2)|. (6.26) 

Recall that |£/|( 2 ) is isomorphic to the secant variety of v 2 (|[/|) in |S' 2 (?7)|. 
The preimage X(e) of the determinantal hypersurface D 2 j._ 2 (2) of curves of 
degree 2k — 2 in |S' 2 (t r )| is a hypersurface of degree 3(d — 3) 2 . Its intersection 
with \U\ x |{7|, embedded by Segre, is a hypersurface of bidegree (3(cZ — 
3) 2 , 3(d — 3) 2 ). It is invariant with respect to the switch involution of |E7| x |E7| 
and descends to a hypersurface in the quotient. Its preimage under the Veronese 
map is a hypersurface B(e) of degree 6(d — 3) 2 in ¥(U). 

In coordinates, the multiplication map is given by the bordered determinant 
(6.20). Since A is symmetric, we have D(A; u, v) = D(A; v, u), and the bor- 
dered determinantal identity (4.1 1) gives 

D(A;u,v) 2 - D(A;u,u)D(A;v 7 v) = \A\P(t;u,v), 

where P(t;u,v) is of degree 2k — 4 in (to,t\,t2) and of bidegree (2,2) in 
u, v. The curves V(D(A; u, u)) define a quadratic family of contact curves of 
degree 2k — 2. So, we have 2 2g — 1 of such families, where g is the genus of 
C. 

Now let us specialize to the case k = 2. The determinantal equation of C 
corresponding to e must be given by a symmetric quadratic determinant 



an ai2 

H\2 0,22 

Thus we obtain the following. 



ana 2 2 



l 12- 



(6.27) 



Theorem 6.2.3 An equation of a nonsingular plane quartic can be written in 
the form 



a\ a 2 

a-2 a 3 



0. 



where ai,a 2 ,a3 are homogeneous forms of degree 2. The set of equivalence 
classes of such representations is in a bijective correspondence with the set of 
63 nontrivial 2-torsion divisor classes in Pic(C). 



The bordered determinant 



D(A; u, u) 



an fflia uo 

0,21 «22 U\ 
Uq Ul 



= -(oiiu + 2a\2U ui + a 2 2U 2 ) 
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defines a family of contact conies of C. Each conic from the family touches C 
along a divisor from \Kc + e|. 

Also identity (4. 12) between the bordered determinants becomes in our case 

V£>(A;u,«) D(A;v,v)J 

where P(u, u) is a bihomogeneous polynomial in u, v of bidegree (2, 2). Note 
that P(u, v) is symmetric in u, v and P(u, u) = 0. This shows that P(u, v) 
can be written in the form 

P(u,v) = (uqVi - u 1 v )(au v + P(u vi + ui«o) + 7 w i^i), 

where a, (3, 7 are some constants. 

The variety X(e) in \U\ x |[/| = P 1 x P 1 is a curve of bidegree (3, 3). The 
difference from the general case of quadratic determinantal representations of 
C is that the curve X(e) is defined by a symmetric bihomogeneous form. The 
symmetric product \U\^ is isomorphic to |S' 2 (C/)| = P 2 . The image of X(e) 
in the plane is a curve F(e) of degree 3. In intersects the Veronese curve <—* 
\S 2 (U)\ at 6 points. They are the images of the hypersurface B(e) C \U\ under 
the Veronese map \E\ <^-> |S' 2 ([/)|. So, we see another special property of 
X(e). If it is nonsingular, it is a canonical bielliptic curve of genus 4. One can 
easily compute the number of moduli of such curves. It is equal to six instead 
of nine for a general curve of genus 4. This agrees with our construction since 
we have 6 moduli for pairs (C, e). 

It follows from the definition that the curve F(e) parameterizes unordered 
pairs Di, D2 of divisors D E \Kc + (\ such that the conic (Di, D2) is equal 
to the union of two lines. 

Let 11(e) be the plane in |C P 2 (2) | equal to the image of the map (6.26). It is 
a net of conies in l^l = P 2 . It is spanned by the contact conies to C. We can 
take for the basis of the net the conies 

V(ou) = (2Z>i>, V(a 12 ) = (D U D 2 ), V(a 22 ) - (2D 2 ), 

where D\, D 2 span \Kc + In particular, we see that 11(e) is base-point-free. 
Its discriminant curve is equal to the curve F(e). 

Proposition 6.2.4 The cubic curve F(e) is nonsingular if and only if the 
linear system \Kc + e| does not contain a divisor of the form 2a + 2b. 

Proof Let D = D 2 (2) C |Op2(2)| be the discriminant cubic. The plane sec- 
tion 11(e) n D 2 (2) is singular if and only if 11(e) contains a singular point of D 
represented by a double line, or if it is tangent to D at a nonsingular point. We 
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proved in Example 1.2.3 that the tangent hypersurface of D at a nonsingular 
point represented by a reducible conic Q is equal to the space of conies passing 
through the singular point q of Q. If L is contained in the tangent hyperplane, 
then all conies from 11(e) pass through q. But, as we saw earlier, the net of 
conies 11(e) is base-point-free. This shows that 11(e) intersects D transversally 
at each nonsingular point. 

In particular, F(e) is singular if and only if n(e) contains a double line. 
Assume that this happens. Then we get two divisors D\, D2 € \Kc + e| such 
that D\ + D% = 2 A, where A = a\ + 02 + 03 + 0,4 is cut out by a line £, Let 
D% = P1+P2+P3 +P4, D2 = qi + q2 + e/3 + Q4. Then the equality of divisors 
(not the divisor classes) 

Pi + P2 + P3 + Pi + Qi + 92 + 93 + 94 = 2(oi +a 2 + a 3 + 04) 

implies that either Di and D 2 share a point x, or Di = 2pi + 2p 2 , D 2 = 
2qi+2q2- The first case is impossible, since \Kc+£— x\ is of dimension 0. The 
second case happens if and only if \Kq + e| contains a divisor D\ — 2a + 2b. 
The converse is also true. For each such divisor the line ab defines a residual 
pair of points c, d such that D2 = 2c + 2d e \Kc + e| and <p(D\, D2) is a 
double line. □ 

Remark 6.2.5 By analyzing possible covers of a plane cubic unramified out- 
side the singular locus, one can check that F(e) is either nonsingular or a nodal 
cubic, maybe reducible. 

From now on we assume that F(e) is a nonsingular cubic. Since it param- 
eterizes singular conies in the net 11(e), it comes with a natural nontrivial 2- 
torsion point 77. Recall that the corresponding unramified double cover of F(e) 
is naturally isomorphic to the Cayleyan curve in the dual plane II(e) v which 
parameterizes irreducible components of singular conies in the net. 

Theorem 6.2.6 Let S(e) = {(£1, £[),..., (£ 6 , £' 6 )} be a Steiner complex of 
12 bitangents associated to the 2-torsion divisor class e. Each pair, considered 
as a divisor Di = £j + £' { € \Kq + e| = \U\ is mapped under the Veronese map 
\U\ — > |S' 2 (J7)| to a point in F(e). It belongs to the set B{t) of six ramification 
points of the cover X{e) — > F{e). The 12 bitangents, considered as points in 
the dual plane \S 2 {U y )\, lie on the cubic curve F(e). 

Proof Let (i^,-^) be a pair of odd theta characteristics corresponding to a 
pair (£i,£'i) of bitangents from S(e). They define a divisor D = -di + •&[ € 
\Kc + e| such that D is the divisor of contact points of a reducible contact 
conic, i.e. the union of two bitangents. This shows that G F( 6 )- The 

point (D, D) e \K C + e| x \K C + e| belongs to the diagonal in \U\ x \U\. 
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These are the ramification points of the cover X(e) — > F(e). They can be 
identified with the branch points of the cover X(e) — > F(e). □ 

So, we have a configuration of 63 cubic curves F(e) in the plane \S 2 (U W )\ 
(beware that this plane is different from the plane \E\ containing C). Each 
contains 12 bitangents from a Steiner complex. Let Si, S2, S3 be a syzygetic 
(resp. azygetic) triad of Steiner complexes. They define three cubic curves 
F(e), F(rf),F(r] + e) which have four (resp. six) points in common. 

Let us see what happens in the symmetric case with the two-way conic bun- 
dle W C P 1 x P 1 x P 2 from (6.24) which we discussed in the previous Sub- 
section. First, its intersection with the product of the diagonal A of P 1 x P 1 
with P 2 defines the universal family U(e) of the contact conies. It is isomor- 
phic to a surface in P 1 x P 2 of bidegree (2, 2). The projection to P 2 is a double 
cover branched along the quartic C. As we will see later, U (e) is isomorphic 
to a del Pezzo surface of degree 2. Its isomorphism class does not depend on e. 
The projection U(e) — > P 1 is a conic bundle. It has six singular fibres that lie 
over six points at which the diagonal intersects the curve X(e), i.e. the ramifi- 
cation points of the cover X(e) — > F(e). The six branch points lie on a conic, 
the image of the diagonal A in P 2 . We will see later that a del Pezzo surface 
of degree 2 has 126 conic bundle structures; they divided into 63 pairs which 
correspond to nonzero 2-torsion divisor classes on C. 

The threefold W is invariant with respect to the involution of P 1 x P 1 x P 2 
which switches the first two factors. The quotient W s = W/(t) is a hypersur- 
face of bidegree (2, 2) in (P 1 x P 1 )/(i) xP 2 ~P 2 x P 2 . The projection to the 
first factor is a conic bundle with the discriminant curve B(e). The projection 
to the second factor is no longer a conic bundle. It is isomorphic to the pull- 
back of the universal family of lines X(e) — > P 2 under the map of the base 
P 2 — > P 2 given by the net of conies n(e). 

Remark 6.2.7 One can easily describe the Prym map p3 : IZ3 — > A2 restricted 
to the open subset of canonical curves of genus 3. A pair (C, rj) defines an el- 
liptic curve F(e) and six branch points of the cover X(e) — > F(e). The six 
points lie on the Veronese conic \E\ e — > |S' 2 (C/)|. The cover C — > C defined 
by e is a curve of genus 5. The Prym variety Prym(C/C) is a principally polar- 
ized abelian variety of dimension 2. One can show that it is isomorphic to the 
Jacobian variety of the hyperelliptic curve of genus 2 which is isomorphic to 
the branch cover of the Veronese conic with the branch locus B(e) (see [354], 
[355]). Other description of the Prym map p 3 can be found in [585]. 
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6.3 Even theta characteristics 

6.3.1 Contact cubics 

Recall that each even theta characteristic -d on a nonsingular quartic C defines a 
3-dimensional family of contact cubics. The universal family of contact cubics 
isahypersurface W,, C \E\xF(U) = P 2 x P 3 of bidegree (2, 3). If we choose 
coordinates (to, t\, t%) in \E\ and coordinates uo, u\, Ui, 113 in P(U), then the 
equation of the contact family is 



an 


ai2 


ai3 


ai4 
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a 2 i 




023 


fl24 
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where (ay) is the symmetric matrix defining the net of quadrics defined by 
1?. The first projection — ► \E\ is a quadric bundle with discriminant curve 
equal to C. Its fiber over a point x £ C is the dual of the quadric Q x = <j>(x). 
Its fiber over a point x e C is the double plane corresponding to the vertex of 
the quadric cone 4>(x). Scheme-theoretically, the discriminant hypersurface of 
the quadric bundle is the curve C taken with multiplicity 3. 

The second projection W$ — > P 3 is a fibration with fibres equal to contact 
cubics. Its discriminant surface D, a is the preimage of the discriminant hyper- 
surface I?3(2) of plane cubic curves in |C P 2 (3) | under the map P 3 — > |C P 2 (3) | 
given by quadrics. This implies that is of degree 24 and its equation is of the 
form F| + G\ 2 = 0, where F s and Gi 2 are homogeneous forms in Uo, ■ ■ ■ , 113 
of the degrees indicated by the subscript. 

Proposition 6.3.1 The discriminant surface of the contact family of cu- 
bics is reducible and non-reduced. It consists of the union of 8 planes and a 
surface of degree 8 taken with multiplicity 2. 

Proof Let N$ be the net of quadrics in P 3 defined by We know that the 
contact cubic V(D(A; £, £)) is isomorphic to the discriminant curve of the net 
of quadrics obtained by restricting N# to the plane defined by the point £ 
in the dual space. The contact cubic is singular if and only if the restricted net 
has either a base point or contains a conic of rank 1, i.e. a double line. The first 
case occurs if and only if the plane contains one of the base points of the net 
A^. There are eight of them (see the next Subsection). This gives eight plane 
components of D^. The second case occurs if and only if the plane is tangent 
to a singular quadric in along a line. It is easy to compute the degree of 
the surface in (P 3 ) v parameterizing such planes. Fix a general line I in P 3 , the 
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quadrics in which are tangent to I are parameterized by a conic in IM,j. The 
conic intersects the discriminant curve G of at eight points. Thus there are 
eight cones in that are tangent to i. Let be the line on the cone intersecting 
I. Then the plane spanned by the lines I and £' is tangent to the cone. Thus we 
see that the degree of the surface parameterizing planes which are tangent to 
some cone in N,j is of degree 8. The assertion about the multiplicity of the 
surface entering in the discriminant is proved in [246], Theorem 7.2. □ 

Let be a contact nodal cubic represented by a general point £ in one of 
the eight plane components. It is tangent to C at 6 nonsingular points. On the 
other hand, if Fg is a general point of the other component of D^, then it is a 
nodal cubic with a node at C. 

We can see other singular contact cubics too. For example, 56 planes through 
three base points of the pencil N,j correspond to the union of three asyzygetic 
bitangents. Another singular contact cubic is a biscribed triangle. It is the 
union of three lines such that C is tangent to the sides and also passes through 
the three vertices of the triangle. It is proved in [399] that the number of bis- 
cribed triangles in each of 36 families of contact cubics is equal to 8. 

Remark 6.3.2 Note that each cubic curve F in the family of contact cu- 
bics comes with a distinguished 2-torsion point defined by the divisor class 
7] = d — 2h, where C n F — 2d, and h is the intersection of F with a line. 
One can show that the 2-torsion point is nontrivial. The locus of zeros of the 
invariant surface V(G\2) of degree 12 parameterizes harmonic contact cubics 
F together with a nontrivial 2-torsion divisor class r\. The group /X4 of com- 
plex multiplications of Jac(F) acts on the set of 2-torsion divisor classes with 
two fixed points. If 77 is invariant with respect to fi±, then the Cayleyan curve 
of the cubic is also harmonic. Thus the surface V(G\2) is reducible. One of 
its irreducible component describes the locus of harmonic contact cubics with 
harmonic Cayleyan. It is shown in [272](see a modern discussion of this sur- 
face in [246]) that the degree of this component is equal to 4. Thus each pair 
(C, $) defines a quartic surface O in \Kc + #|. It can be also described as the 
locus of planes II in \Kc + ^| v such that the restriction of N$ to II is a net of 
conies with harmonic discriminant curve and the Steinerian curve. The resid- 
ual surface is of degree 8. It belongs to the pencil of octavic surfaces generated 
by V(F S ) and 26. 



6.3.2 Cayley octads 



Let be the net of quadrics defined by the pair (C, $) and Qi, Q2, Q3 be its 
basis. The base locus of is the complete intersection of these quadrics. One 
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expects that it consists of eight distinct points. Let us see that this is indeed 
true. 

Proposition 6.3.3 The set of base points of the net of quadrics N$ consists of 
eight distinct points, no three of which are collinear, no four are coplanar. 

Proof If we have fewer than eight base points, then all nonsingular quadrics 
share the same tangent plane at this point. This implies that contains a 
pencil of quadrics which are all singular at this point. This pencil corresponds 
to a line component of C, a contradiction. 

Suppose three points are on a line I. This includes the case when two points 
coincide. This implies that £ is contained in all quadrics from J\f. Take a point 
x e I. For any quadric Q E N^, the tangent plane of Q at x contains the line 
I. Thus the tangent planes form a pencil of planes through £. Since IM,j is a 
net, there must be a quadric which is singular at x. Thus each point of £ is a 
singular point of some quadric from N^. However, the set of singular points of 
quadrics from is equal to the nonsingular sextic S, the image of C under 
the map given by the linear system |i?(l)|. This shows that no three points are 
collinear. 

Suppose that four points lie in a plane II. The restriction of 1X1$ to II defines a 
linear system of conies through four points no three of which are collinear. It is 
of dimension 1. Thus, there exists a quadric in N$ which contains II. However, 
since C is nonsingular, all quadrics in N,j are of corank < 1. □ 

Definition 6.3.4 A set of eight distinct points in P 3 which is a complete in- 
tersection of three quadrics is called a Cayley octad. 

From now on we assume that a Cayley octad satisfies the properties from 
Proposition 6.3.3. 

Let S be the sextic model of C defined by the linear system \Kc + "&\- 

Theorem 6.3.5 Let q±, . . . , q$ be a Cayley octad. Each line qj/jj intersects 
the sextic curve S at two points ip(pi) 7 <p(pj)- The line PipJ is a bitangent of 
C. 

Proof The quadrics containing the line £ij = qiq^ form a pencil V in N$. Its 
base locus consists of the line £ij and a rational normal cubic curve R which 
intersects the line at two points (they could be equal). Note that the locus of 
singular quadrics in the net of quadrics containing R is a conic. Thus the pencil 
V contains two (or one) singular quadric with singular points at the intersection 
of R and £ij. In the net N$ this pencil intersects the discriminant curve C at 
two points. Suppose one of these two points is an ordinary cusp. It is easy 
to check that the multiplicity of a zero of the discriminant polynomial of the 
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pencil of quadrics is equal to the corank of the corresponding quadric. Since 
our pencil does not contain reducible quadrics, we see that this case does not 
occur. Hence the pencil V in is a bi tangent. 

□ 

We can also see all even theta characteristics. 

Theorem 6.3.6 Let q\ , . . . , qg be the Cayley octad associated to an even 
theta characteristic d. Let #jj be the odd theta characteristic corresponding 
to the lines qfqj. Then any even theta characteristic different from $ can be 
represented by the divisor class 

$i,jki = $ij + $ik + $u - K c 
for some distinct i,j,k 7 l. 

Proof Suppose that $i.jki is an odd theta characteristic ?? m „. Consider the 
plane 7r which contains the points q^, qj, q^. It intersects S at six points cor- 
responding to the theta characteristics d^, d ik , dj k . Since the planes cut out 
divisors from \K C + we obtain 

#ij + $ik + $jk ~Kc + $. 

This implies that 

&jk + $il + Ann ~ K c + 0. 

Hence the lines qjcjk and q[qi lie in a plane tt' . The intersection point of the 
lines qfq~k and q[qi is a base point of two pencils in N and hence is a base point 
of Af. However, it does not belong to the Cayley octad. This contradiction 
proves the assertion. □ 

Remark 6.3.7 Note that 

$i.jkl — $j,ikl — $k,ijl — $l,ijk- 

Thus flijkl depends only on the choice of a subset of four elements in { 1 , . . . , 8} 
Also it is easy to check that the complementary set defines the same theta char- 
acteristic. This gives 35 = (I) /2 different even theta characteristics. Together 
with $ = #0 we obtain 36 even theta characteristics. Observe now that the 
notation i?y for odd thetas and $ijkl,'&$ agrees with the notation we used 
for odd even theta characteristics on curves of genus 3. For example, any set 
i?i8, . . . ,$78 defines an Aronhold set. Or, a syzygetic tetrad corresponds to 
four chords forming a spatial quadrangle, for example pips, P2P4, P2P3, PiPl- 

Here is another application of Cayley octads. 
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Proposition 6.3.8 There are 1008 azygetic hexads of bitangents of C such 
that their 12 contact points lie on a cubic. 

Proof Let 1 1 , £2 , £3 be an azygetic triad of bitangents . The corresponding odd 
theta characteristics add up to Kc + ??, where $ is an even theta characteristic. 
Let O be the Cayley octad corresponding to the net of quadrics for which C is 
the Hessian curve and let S C P 3 = \Kc + $| v be the corresponding sextic 
model of C. We know that the restriction map 

|Ops(2)| - \O s (2)\ = \Oc(3K c )\ = |C P2 (3)| 

is a bijection. We also know that the double planes in \Op3 (2) | are mapped to 
contact cubics corresponding to $. The cubic curve £\ + £2 + ^3 is one of them. 
Using the interpretation of bitangents as chords of the Cayley octad given in 
Theorem 6.3.5, we see that the union of the three chords corresponding to 
^1,^2,^3 cut out on S six coplanar points. This means that the three chords 
span a plane in P 3 . Obviously, the chords must be of the form qiqj, 1i<lk, QjOk, 
where l<i<j<fc<8. The number of such triples is ( 3 ) = 56. Fixing 
such a triple of chords, we can find ( 3 J = 10 triples disjoint from the fixed 
one. The sum of the six corresponding odd theta characteristics is equal to 3K 
and hence the contact points are on a cubic. We can also see it by using the 
determinantal identity (4.1 1). Other types of azygetic hexads can be found by 
using the previous Remark. □ 

Altogether we find (see [490]) the following possible types of such hexads. 

• 280 of type (12, 23, 31, 45, 56, 64); 

• 168 of type (12, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38); 

• 560 of type (12, 13, 14, 56, 57, 58). 

Recall that the three types correspond to three orbits of the permutation group 
Sg on the set of azygetic hexads whose contact points are on a cubic. Note 
that not every azygetic hexad has this property. For example, a subset of an 
Aronhold set does not have this property. 

For completeness sake, let us give the number of not azygetic hexads whose 
contact points are on a cubic. The number of them is equal 5040. Here is the 
list. 

• 840oftype(12,23,13,14,45,15); 

• 1680 of type (12,23,34,45,56,16); 

• 2520 of type (12,34,35,36,67,68). 
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6.3.3 Seven points in the plane 

Let V = {pi, . . . ,pj} be a set of seven distinct points in P 2 . We assume that 
the points satisfy the following condition: 

(*) no three of the points are collinear and no six lie on a conic. 

Consider the linear system L of cubic curves through these points. The con- 
ditions on the points imply that L is of dimension 2 and each member of L 
is an irreducible cubic. A subpencil in L has two base points outside the base 
locus of L. The line spanned by these points (or the common tangent if these 
points coincide) is a point in the dual plane ¥(E). This allows us to identify 
the net L with the plane P 2 where the seven points lie. Nets of curves with 
this special property are Laguerre nets which we will discuss later in Example 
7.3.12. 

Proposition 6.3.9 The rational map L — - > L v given by the linear system L 
is of degree 2. It extends to a regular degree 2 finite map ir : X — > L y = P 2 , 
where X is the blow-up of the set V. The branch curve of <p is a nonsingular 
plane quartic C in L v . The ramification curve R is the proper transform of 
a curve B C L of degree 6 with double points at each p^ Conversely, given 
a nonsingular plane quartic C, the double cover of P 2 ramified over C is a 
nonsingular surface isomorphic to the blow-up of 7 points p\ , . . . , pj in the 
plane satisfying the condition above. 

We postpone the proof of this Proposition until Chapter 8. The surface X is 
a del Pezzo surface of degree 2 . 

Following our previous notation, we denote the plane L v by \E\ for some 
vector space E of dimension 3. Thus L can be identified with ¥(E). Let a : 
X — > P 2 be the blowing up map. The curves = a^ 1 (pi) are exceptional 
curves of the first kind, (—1) -curves for short. We will often identify L with its 
proper transform in S equal to 

\-K x \ = \3h-E 1 E 7 \, 

where h — ci(a*Op2 (1)) is the divisor class of the preimage of a line in P 2 . 

The preimage of a line I C \E\ in P(E) = L is a nonsingular member of L 
if and only if I intersects transversally C. In this case, it is a double cover of 
I branched over £ D C. The preimage of a tangent line is a singular member, 
the singular points lie over the contact points. Thus, the preimage of a general 
tangent line is an irreducible cubic curve with a singular point at a(R). The 
preimage of a bitangent is a member of | — Kx \ with two singular points (they 
may coincide if the bitangent is an inflection bitangent). It is easy to see that 
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its image in the plane is either an irreducible cubic F, with a double point at pi 
or the union of a line pipj and the conic passing through the point pk, k ^ 
In this way we can account for all 28 = 7+21 bitangents. If we denote 
the bitangents corresponding to Fj by £i$ and the bitangents corresponding to 
Pip] + Kij by £ij, we can accommodate the notation of bitangents by subsets 
of cardinality 2 of [1, 8]. We will see below that this notation agrees with the 
previous notation. In particular, the bitangents corresponding to the curves Fj's 
form an Aronhold set. 

Let £' £ \h\. Its image w(£') in \L\ V = \E\ is aplane cubic G. The preimage 
of G in X is the union of £' and a curve £" in the linear system 3(3/i — Ei) ~~ 
h\ = \8h — 3j2^i\. The curves £' and £" intersect at 6 points. Since the cubic 
G splits in the cover w, it must touch the branch curve C at each intersection 
point with it. Thus it is a contact cubic and hence the divisor D = (/)(£' n £") 
belongs to \K C + #| for some even theta characteristic fl. This shows that £' 
cuts out in R the divisor from the linear system \K R + In other words, 
the inverse of the isomorphism n\R : R — > C is given by a 2-dimensional 
linear system contained in \Kq + The image B of R in the plane \L\ is a 
projection of a sextic model of C in P 3 defined by the linear system \K C +"&\. 

We can easily locate an Aronhold set defined by 9. The full preimage of a 
curve Fi on X cuts out on R the divisor 2di+2&j, where a,j, bi E Ei correspond 
to the branches of F at pi. Thus the full preimage of the divisor Fj — Fj cuts 
out on Ei the divisor 

(2ai + 26j) — (at + bi) + (cij + bj) — 2(dj + bj) = cn + bi — aj — bj. 

But Fi — Fj is the divisor of a rational function on P 2 . This shows that the 
images of the Fj's in the plane \E\ are seven bitangents defined by odd theta 
characteristics #j such that i?j — i?j is the same 2-torsion divisor class. Thus, 
the seven bitangents form an Aronhold set. 
Let us record what we have found so far. 

Proposition 6.3.10 A choice of seven unordered points pi, . . . ,pr in the 

plane P(F) satisfying condition * defines a nonsingular plane quartic C in 
the dual plane \E\ and even theta characteristic & on C. The linear system 
of cubic curves through the seven points maps each its member with a double 
point at pi to a bitangent «?j of C. The seven bitangents $1, . . . , #7 form an 
Aronhold set of bitangents. 

Let us now see the reverse construction of a set of 7 points defined by a pair 
(C, d) as above. 

Let N,j be the linear system of quadrics in |Fc + $| = P 3 defined by an even 
theta characteristic -d on C. Let X — > P 3 be the blow-up of the Cayley octad 
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O = {qi, . . . , q$} of its base points. The linear system defines an elliptic 
fibration / : X — > N^. If we identify N# with \E\ by using the determinantal 
representation <p : \E\ — > |C P 3 (2) |, then N,j can be identified with P(E). The 
images of fibres of / in P 3 are quartic curves passing through O. The projection 
map from P 3 from q$ E O is defined by a 2-dimensional linear subsystem H of 
\Kc + The projections of quartic curves are cubic curves passing through 
the set V = {pi, . . . , P7}, where pi is the projection of g,-. In this way we get 
a set of seven points that defines (C, z?). The Aronhold set of bitangents -dis 
obtained from the Cay ley octad corresponds to the Aronhold set . . . , #7 
defined by the cubic curves Fi. They are the projections of the rational curve 
of degree Ri which together with the line qjqg form the base locus of the pencil 
of quadrics with singular points on the line qjq$- 
So, we have proved the converse. 

Proposition 6.3.11 A nonsingular plane quartic curve C C \E\ together with 
an even theta characteristic defines a unique Cayley octad O C \Kc + $| = 
P 3 such that the linear system of quadrics through O is the linear system of 
quadrics associated to (C, ■&). The projection of O from one of its points to P 2 
plus a choice of an isomorphism P 2 = |_B V | defines a net of cubics through 
seven points Pi, . ■ ■ ,P7- The blow-up of the seven points is a del Pezzo surface 
and its anticanonical linear system defines a degree 2 finite map X — > \E\ 
branched over C. The ramification curve R of the map is the projection of the 
image of C under the linear system \Kq + 

Note that in this way we account for all 288 = 8 x 36 Aronhold sets of 
seven bitangents. They are defined by a choice of an even theta characteristic 
and a choice of a point in the corresponding Cayley octad. We also obtain the 
following. 

Corollary 6.3.12 The moduli space C/J of projective equivalence classes of 
unordered seven points in the plane is birationally isomorphic to the moduli 
space A^3 of curves of genus 3 together with an Aronhold set of bitangents. 
It is (birationally) a 8 : 1-cover of the moduli space AA^ of curves of genus 
3 together with an even theta characteristic. The latter space is birationally 
isomorphic to the moduli space of projective equivalence classes of Cayley 
octads. 

Remark 6.3.13 Both of the moduli spaces and Aif are known to be 
rational varieties. The rationality of £/J was proven by P. Katsylo in [328]. The 
rationality of Aif follows from the birational isomorphism between A4f and 
M3 (see Theorem 6.3.19 below) and the rationality of M3, also proven by P. 
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Katsylo [330]. Also known, and much easier to prove, that the moduli space 
J\A° id of curves of genus 3 with an odd theta characteristic is rational [23]. 

Remark 6.3.14 The elliptic fibration / : X — > P(E) defined by the linear 
system has 8 sections corresponding to the exceptional divisors over the 
points q,j. Its discriminant locus consists of lines in \E\ tangent to C, that is, 
the dual curve C v of C. If we fix one section, say the exceptional divisor over 
qs, then all nonsingular fibres acquire a group structure. The closure of the 
locus of nontrivial 2-torsion points is a smooth surface W in X. Its image in 
P 3 is a surface of degree 6 with triple points at q±, . . . , qs, called the Cayley 
dianode surface. It is a determinantal surface equal to the Jacobian surface 
of the linear system of quartic surfaces with double points at q%, . . . , q?. The 
linear system of quartics defines a map from X — > P 6 whose image is the cone 
over a Veronese surface in a hyperplane. The map is a double cover onto the 
image. The exceptional divisor over g§ is mapped to the vertex of the cone. 
The surface W is the ramification locus of this map. Its image in P 6 is the 
complete intersection of the cone and a cubic hypersurface. It is a surface of 
degree 12 with 28 nodes, the images of the lines q^qj. The surface W is a 
minimal surface of general type with p g — 3 and = 3. It is birationally 
isomorphic to the quotient of a symmetric theta divisor in Jac(C) modulo the 
involution x i— > —x. All of this is discussed in [120] and [175]. 

There is another similar elliptic fibration over P(E) . Consider the universal 
family of the net L: 

U = {(x,F) e\E\xL:x£F}. 

The fiber of the first projection n\ : U — > X over a point x E X can be 
identified, via the second projection, with the linear subsystem L(x) C L of 
curves passing through the point x. If x $ V, L(x) is a pencil, otherwise it is 
the whole L. The second fibration Ti2 : U — > L is an elliptic fibration, its fiber 
over the point {F} is isomorphic to F. It has seven regular sections 

Si-.L^U, F^{ Pi ,F). 

There is another natural rational section sg : L — > U defined as follows. We 
know from 3.3.2 that any g\ on a nonsingular cubic curve F is obtained by 
projection from the coresidual point p G F to a line. Take a curve F € L 
and restrict L to F. This defines a g\ on F, and hence defines the coresidual 
point cf- The section sg maps F to eg. Although the images S{ of the first 
sections are disjoint in U, the image Ss of ss intersects each Sj,j ^ 8, at the 
point (pj, Fj) (in this case the g\ on Fi nas a base point p^ which has to be 
considered as the coresidual point of Fj). The universal family U is singular 
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because the net IM,j has base points. The singular points are the intersection 
points of the sections Sj and Sg, j ^ 8. The variety X is a small resolution of 
the singular points. The exceptional curves are the proper transforms of lines 

6.3.4 The Clebsch covariant quartic 

Here we shall specialize the Scorza construction in the case of plane quartic 
curves. Consider the following symmetric correspondence on P 2 

R = {(x, y) e P 2 x P 2 : rmkP yx (C) = 1}. 

We know that a cubic curve has a polar quadric of rank 1 if and only if it lies 
in the closure of the projective equivalence class of the Fermat cubic. Equiva- 
lently, a cubic curve G = V(g) has this property if and only if the Aronhold 
invariant S vanishes on g. We write in this case S(G) = 0. 

Consider the projection of R to one of the factors. It is equal to 

C(C) := {x e P 2 : S(P X (C)) = 0}. 

By symmetry of polars, if x G £(C), then R(x) C £(C). Thus S = €(C) 
comes with a symmetric correspondence 

R c := {(x,y) eSxS: rankP^C) = 1}. 

Since the Aronhold invarariant S is of degree 4 in coefficients of a ternary 
quartic, we obtain that <£(C) is a quartic curve or the whole P 2 . The case when 
<£(C) = P 2 happens, for example, when C is a Fermat quartic. For any point 
x e P 2 and any vertex y of the polar triangle of the Fermat cubic P X (C), we 
obtain P yx (C) = P 2 . 

The assignment C — > £(C) lifts to a covariant 

£: S 4 (E y ) -> S 4 (E y ) 

which we call the Scorza covariant of quartics. We use the same notation for 
the associated rational map 

C: 10^(4)1 — » |Op»(4)|. 

Example 6.3.15 Assume that the equation of C is given in the form 

at% + bt\ + ct\ + 6ftj4 + $944 + 6/1*0*1 = °- 
Then the explicit formula for the Aronhold invariant S (see [490], p. 270) gives 

£(C) := a t 4 + b't 4 + c'4 + &ft\4 + §g'44 + Qh'44 = o, 
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where 

a' = 6e 2 h 2 , b'=6h 2 f 2 , c' = 6f 2 g 2 , 
d> = bcgh-.f(bg 2 + ch 2 )-gh.f 2 , 
e' = acfh-g(ch 2 + af 2 )-fhg 2 , 
ti = abfg-h(af 2 + bg 2 )-fgh 2 . 

For a general / the formula for € is too long. 

Consider the pencil of quartics defined by the equation 

4 + 4 + 4 + 6a(io*i + 44 + 44) = 0, a ^ 0. (6.30) 
Then £(C) is given by the equation 

4 + 4 + 4 + 6(3(44 + 44 + 1\4) = o, 

where 

6/3a 2 = 1 - 2a - a 2 . 
We find that £(C) = C if and only if a satisfies the equation 

6a 3 + a 2 + 2a - 1 = 0. 

One of the solutions is a = 1/3; it gives a double conic. Two other solutions 
are a = \{— 1 ± \/— 7). They give two curves isomorphic to the Klein curve 
^(^0^1 + t\t 2 + 4.to) with 168 automorphisms. We will discuss this curve later 
in the Chapter. 

We will be interested in the open subset of |Op2(4)| where the map £ is 
defined and its values belong to the subset of nonsingular quartics. 

Proposition 6.3.16 Suppose €(C) is a nonsingular quartic. Then C is either 
nondegenerate, or it has a unique irreducible apolar conic. 

Proof Suppose C does not satisfy the assumption. Then C admits either a 
pencil of apolar conies or one reducible apolar conic. In any case there is a 
reducible conic, hence there exist two points x, y such that P xy (C) = P 2 . This 
implies that P x (C) is a cone with triple point y. It follows from the explicit 
formula for the Aronhold invariant S that the curve P x (C) is a singular point 
in the closure of the variety of Fermat cubics. Thus the image of the polar 
map x i— » P x (C) passes through the singular point. The preimage of this point 
under the polar map is a singular point of C. □ 

Theorem 6.3.17 Let C = V(f) be a general plane quartic. Then S = £(C) 
is a nonsingular curve and there exists an even theta characteristic d on S 
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such that Rc coincides with the Scorza correspondence on S. Every non- 
singular S together with an even theta characteristic is obtained in this way. 

Proof To show that <£(C) is nonsingular for a general quartic, it suffices to 
give one example when it happens. The Klein curve from Example 6.3.15 will 
do. 

Let S be a nonsingular quartic and R$ be the Scorza correspondence on S 
defined by a theta characteristic #. It defines the Scorza quartic C. It follows 
immediately from (5.41) in the proof of Theorem 5.5.17 that for any point 
(x, y) € R$ the second polar P X:V (C) is a double line (in notation in the proof 
of the loc. cit. Theorem, (x,y) = (x,Xi) and V(tf) is the double line). This 
shows that P X (C) is a Fermat cubic, and hence <£(C) = S. Thus, we obtain that 
the Clebsch covariant £ is a dominant map whose image contains nonsingular 
quartics. Moreover, it inverts the Scorza rational map which assigns to (S, •&) 
the Scorza quartic. Thus a general quartic curve C is realized as the Scorza 
quartic for some (S, the correspondence Rc coincides with R$ and S = 
<L{C). □ 

Suppose C is plane quartic with nonsingular S = £(C). Suppose Rq = Re 
for some even theta characteristic on S. Let C be the Scorza quartic assigned 
to Then, for any x £ S, P X (C) = P X {C). Since S spans P 2 , this 

implies that C = C . The generality condition in order that Rc = R$ happens 
can be made more precise. 

Proposition 6.3.18 Suppose S = C(C) satisfies the following conditions 

• S is nonsingular; 

• the Hessian of C is irreducible; 

• S does not admit nonconstant maps to curves of genus 1 or 2. 

Then Rc — Re for some even theta characteristic 9 and C is the Scorza 
quartic associated to (S, 9). 

Proof It suffices to show that Rc is a Scorza correspondence on S. Obvi- 
ously, Rc is symmetric. As we saw in the proof of Proposition 6.3.16, the first 
condition shows that no polar P x (C),x £ S, is the union of three concurrent 
lines. The second condition implies that the Steinerian of C is irreducible and 
hence does not contain S. This shows that, for any general point x E S, the 
first polar P X (C) is projectively equivalent to a Fermat cubic. This implies that 
Rc is of type (3, 3). Since C is nonsingular, P X 2(C) is never a double line or 
P 2 . Thus Rc has no united points. 

By Proposition 5.5.11, it remains for us to show that Rc has valence — 1. 
Take a general point x € S. The divisor Rc{x) consists of the three vertices 
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of its unique polar triangle. For any y £ Rc(x), the side A = V(l) opposite 
to y is denned by P y (P x (C)) = P X (P V (C)) = V(l 2 ). It is a common side of 
the polar triangles of P X (C) and P y (C), We have £ n S — y-y + y<z + x\ + X2, 
where R c (x) = {y, 2/1,2/2} and Rc(y) = {x, x l7 x 2 }. This gives 

yi + V2 + xi + x 2 = (R c (x) -x) + (R c (y) -y)e \K S \. 

Consider the map a : S -> Pic 2 (SO given by x — * [R(x) — x]. Assume Rq has 
no valence, i.e. the map a is not constant. If we replace in the previous formula 
y with y 1 or y 2 , we obtain that a(y) — a(y\) — a{y 2 ) — Ks ~ &(x). Thus 
a : S — > a(S) — S' is a map of degree > 3. It defines a finite map of degree 
> 3 from S to the normalization S' of S'. Since a rational curve does not admit 
non-constant maps to an abelian variety, we obtain that S' is of positive genus. 
By assumption, this is impossible. Hence Rc has valence v = — 1. 

□ 

Let |Op2(4)| snd be the open subset of plane quartics C such that £(C) is 
a nonsingular quartic and the correspondence Rc is a Scorza correspondence 
R$. The Clebsch co variant defines a regular map 

€:\0 P 2(4)\ sad ^TC e :, C^{<t{C),R c ). (6.31) 

By Proposition 5.2.3 the variety TC^ V is an irreducible cover of degree 36 of 
the variety |C P 2 (4) | of nonsingular quartics. By Proposition 5.2.3 the variety 
TC e ^ is an irreducible cover of degree 36 of the variety |C P 2 (4) | of nonsin- 
gular quartics. The Scorza map defines a rational section of £. Since both the 
source and the target of the map are irreducible varieties of the same dimen- 
sion, this implies that (6.31) is a birational isomorphism. 

Passing to the quotients by PGL(3), we obtain the following. 

Theorem 6.3.19 Let .M| v be the moduli space of curves of genus 3 together 
with an even theta characteristic. The birational map S : \Op2 (4) | — * TC4 has 
the inverse defined by assigning to a pair (C, $) the Scorza quartic. It induces 
a birational isomorphism 

M 3 = M%. 

The composition of this map with the forgetting map -M| v — > M3 is a rational 
self-map of M3 of degree 36. 

Remark 6.3.20 The Corollary generalizes to genus 3 the fact that the map 
from the space of plane cubics |Cp2 (3) | to itself defined by the Hessian is a 
birational map to the cover |Op2(3)| ev , formed by pairs (X, e), where e is a 
nontrivial 2-torsion divisor class (an even characteristic in this case). Note that 
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the Hessian covariant is denned similarly to the Clebsch invariant. We compose 
the polarization map V x S 3 (E X/ ) — > S 2 (E y ) with the discriminant invariant 

S 2 (E V ) -> C. 

6.3.5 Clebsch and Liiroth quartics 

Since five general points in the dual plane lie on a singular quartic (a double 
conic), a general quartic does not admit a polar pentagon, although the count 
of constants suggests that this is possible. This remarkable fact was first dis- 
covered by J. Liiroth in 1868. Suppose a quartic C admits a polar pentagon 
{[h], ■ ■ ■ , [I5]} (or the polar pentalateral V(li), . . . , V(l 5 )). Let Q = V(q) be 
a conic in F(E) passing through the points [li], . . . , [l 5 ]. Then q G AP 2 (/). The 
space AP 2 (/) 7^ {0} if and only if detCat 2 (/) = 0. Thus the set of quartics 
admitting a polar pentagon is the locus of zeros of the catalecticant invariant 
on the space F(S 4 (E V )). It is a polynomial of degree 6 in the coefficients of a 
ternary form of degree 4. 

Definition 6.3.21 A plane quartic admitting a polar pentagon is called a 
Clebsch quartic. 

Lemma 6.3.22 Let C = V(f) be a Clebsch quartic. The following properties 
are equivalent. 

( i) C admits polar pentagon { [li] , . . . , } such that l\ , . . . , I 2 € S 2 (E v ) 
are linearly independent; 

(ii) dimAP 2 (/) = 1; 

(Hi) for any polar pentagon {[h], ■ ■ ■ , [h]} of C, I 2 , ... J 2 are linearly 
independent; 

(iv) for any polar pentagon {[h], ■ ■ ■ , [^5]} of C, no four of the points [k] 
are collinear. 

Proof (i) => (ii) For any ip E AP 2 (/), we have 

o = a,(/) = £aa 2 K 2 . 

Since I 2 are linearly independent, this implies D^(l 2 ) — 0, i — 1, . . . , 5. This 
means that V (ip) is a conic passing through the points [Zi] , . . . , . Five points 
in the plane determine unique conic unless four of the points are collinear. 
It is easy to see that in this case the quadratic forms I 2 , . . . , l\ are linearly 
dependent. Thus dim AP 2 (/) = 1. 

(ii) ^> (ii) Suppose {[h], ■ ■ ■ , [£5]} is a polar pentagon of C with linearly de- 
pendent if, . . . , I 2 . Then there exist two linearly independent functions ipi,ip2 
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in S 2 {E y ) y = S 2 (E) vanishing at l\ , . . . , Z§. They are apolar to /, contradict- 
ing the assumption. 

(iii) => (iv) Suppose {[h], ■ ■ ■ , [h]} are collinear. Then, we can choose coor- 
dinates to write l\ = to, h = ti, h = at + bti,l 4 = ct + dti. Taking squares, 
we see that the five I 2 are linear combinations of four forms tQ,t 2 ,tot\,l^. This 
contradicts the assumption. 

(iv) (i) Let {[h], ■ ■ ■ , 1 5]} be a polar pentagon with no four collinear 
points. It is easy to see that it implies that we can choose four of the points 
such that no three among them are collinear. Now change coordinates to as- 
sume that the corresponding quadratic forms are t^, t 2 , t 2 ,, a(to + t\ + t<i) 2 . 
Suppose I 2 , . . . , I 2 are linearly dependent. Then we can write 

l\ = ait + a 2 t\ + a 3 tl + a^to + ti + t 2 ) 2 . 

If two of the coefficients on are not zero, then the quadratic form in the right- 
hand side is of rank > 2. The quadratic form in the left-hand side is of rank 1. 
Thus, three of the coefficients are zero, but the two of the points [k] coincide. 
This contradiction proves the implication. □ 

Definition 6.3.23 A Clebsch quartic is called weakly nondegenerate if it sat- 
isfies one of the equivalent conditions from the previous Lemma. It is called 
nondegenerate if the unique polar conic is irreducible. 

This terminology is somewhat confusing since a quartic was earlier called 
nondegenerate if it does not admit an apolar conic. I hope the reader can live 
with this. 

It follows immediately from the definition that each polar pentalateral of a 
nondegenerate Clebsch quartic consists of five sides, no three of which pass 
through a point (a complete pentalateral). Considered as a polygon in the dual 
plane, this means that no three vertices are collinear. On the other hand, the 
polar pentalateral of a weakly nondegenerate Clebsch quartic may contain one 
or two triple points. 

Let C — V(J2 If) be a Clebsch quartic. If x lies in the intersection of two 
sides V(li) and V(lf) of the polar pentalateral, then 

P x (C) = V(J2l k (x)ll), 

hence it lies in the closure of the locus of Fermat cubics. This means that the 
point x belongs to the quartic £(C). When C is a general Clebsch quartic, 
C(C) passes through each of 10 vertices of the polar complete pentalateral. 
In other words, £(C) is a Darboux plane curve of degree 4 in sense of the 
definition below. 
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Let £1, . . . ,^jv be a set of N distinct lines in the planes, the union of which 
is called a N -lateral, or an arrangement of lines. A point of intersection Xij of 
two of the lines £i and lj is called a vertex of the TV-lateral. The number of lines 
intersecting at a vertex is called the multiplicity of the vertex. An A-lateral 
with all vertices of multiplicity 2 is called a complete N -lateral (or a general 
arrangement). Considered as a divisor in the plane, it is a normal crossing 
divisor. The dual configuration of an A-lateral (the dual arrangement) consists 
of a set of A points corresponding to the lines and a set of lines corresponding 
to points. The number of points lying on a line is equal to the multiplicity of 
the line considered as a vertex in the original A-lateral. 

Let J be the ideal sheaf of functions vanishing at each vertex x^ with mul- 
tiplicity > Vij — 1, where is the multiplicity of Xij. A nonzero section of 
J(k) defines a plane curve of degree k that has singularities at each Xij of 
multiplicity > i/y — 1. 

Lemma 6.3.24 Let A = {£i, . . . ,£n} be an N -lateral. Then 



Proof Let £ be a general line in the plane. It defines an exact sequence 



Since the divisor of zeros of a section of J(N — 2) contains the divisor £j n 
(T,jjti tj) of degree N - 1, it must be the whole 4 Thus h°(J(N - 2)) = 0. 
Since J(N - 1) ® O t ^ O r i (A - 1), we have h°(J(N - 1) ® O t ) = N. 
This shows that h°(J(N - 1)) < A. On the other hand, we can find A 
linear independent sections by taking the products fj of linear forms defining 
li, j 7^ i. This proves the equality. □ 

Definition 6.3.25 A Darboux curve of degree N — 1 is a plane curve defined 
by a nonzero section of the sheaf J \N — I) for some N -lateral of lines in the 
plane. A Darboux curve of degree 4 is called a Liiroth quartic curve. 

Obviously, any conic (even a singular one) is a Darboux curve. The same is 
true for cubic curves. The first case where a Darboux curve must be a special 
curve is the case N = 5. 

It follows from the proof of Lemma 6.3.24 that a Darboux curve can be 
given by an equation 



h°{F 2 ,J{N- 1)) = A. 



J(N - 2) -» J(N - 1) -> J(N - 1) <g> O, 



0. 




(6.32) 



where li = V(k). 
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From now on, we will be dealing with the case N = 5, i.e with Liiroth 
quartics. The details for the next computation can be found in the original 
paper by Liiroth [370], p. 46. 

Lemma 6.3.26 Let C — V(J2 If ) be a Clebsch quartic inf 2 = \E\. Choose 
a volume form on E to identify Z,; A L A 1^ with a number \liUlk\- Then 

5 

<L(C) = V(J2ksl[k), 

s = l i^ts 

where 

k s = ] [ \hljh\- 

Proof This follows from the known symbolic expression of the Aronhold 
invariant 

S = (abc)(abd)(acd)(bcd). 

If we polarize 4D a (f) — Zj(a)Z|, we obtain a tensor equal to the tensor 
h{a)h ® h <8> h & (E w )® 3 . The value of S is equal to the sum of the deter- 
minants li(a)lj(a)lk(o,)\liljlk\' When [a] runs P 2 , we get the formula from the 
assertion of the Lemma. □ 

Looking at the coefficients fci, . . . , ks, we observe that 

• fci, . . . , k 5 ^ if and only if C is nondegenerate; 

• two of the coefficients k% , . . . , h$ are equal to zero if and only if C is weakly 
degenerate and the polar pentalateral of C has one triple point; 

• three of the coefficients fcx, . . . , feg are equal to zero if and only if C is 
weakly nondegenerate and the polar pentalateral of C has two triple points; 

• <£(C) = P 2 if the polar pentalateral has a point of multiplicity 4. 

It follows from this observation, that a Liiroth quartic of the form £(C) is 
always reducible if C admits a degenerate polar pentalateral. Since €(C) does 
not depend on a choice of a polar pentalateral, we also see that all polar penta- 
laterals of a weakly nondegenerate Clebsch quartic are complete pentalaterals 
(in the limit they become generalized polar 5-hedra). 

Thus we see that, for any Clebsch quartic C, the quartic £(C) is a Liiroth 
quartic. One can prove that any Liiroth quartic is obtained in this way from a 
unique Clebsch quartic (see [176]). 



Let C — V(f) be a nondegenerate Clebsch quartic. Consider the map 

c: VSP(/,5)°^ |CV(2)| (6.33) 
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defined by assigning to {£\, . . . , £5} € VSP(f, 5)° the unique conic passing 
through these points in the dual plane. This conic is nonsingular and is apolar 
to C. The fibres of this map are polar pentagons of / inscribed in the apolar 
conic. We know that the closure of the set of Clebsch quartics is defined by 
one polynomial in coefficients of quartic, the catalecticant invariant. Thus the 
varierty of Clebsch quartics is of dimension 13. 

Let £ 5 be the variety of 5-tuples of distinct nonzero linear forms on E. 

Consider the map £ 5 -> |C p2 (4) | defined by (h, . . . ,/ 5 ) ^ V(lf H h 

if). The image of this map is the hypersurface of Clebsch quartics. A general 
fiber must be of dimension 15 — 13 = 2. However, scaling the U by the same 
factor, defines the same quartic. Thus the dimension of the space of all polar 
pentagons of a general Clebsch quartic is equal to 1 . Over an open subset of 
the hypersurface of Clebsch quartics, the fibres of c are irreducible curves. 

Proposition 6.3.27 Let C = V(f) be a nondegenerate Clebsch quartic and 
Q be its apolar conic. Consider any polar pentagon of C as a positive divisor 
of degree 5 on Q. Then VSP(/, 5)° is an open non-empty subset of a g\ on Q. 

Proof Consider the correspondence 

X = {(x, {£!,..., £ 5 }) e Q x VSP(/,5)° : x = [k] for some i = 1,...,5}. 

Let us look at the fibres of the projection to Q. Suppose we have two polar 
pentagons of / with the same side [I] . We can write 

/ - I 4 = $ + ■■■ + & 

f-\l A = m i 1 + --- + m 4 4 . 

For any ip E S 2 (E) such that ip(k) = 0,i = 1, . . . , 4, we get A/,(/) = 
12V>(Z)Z 2 . Similarly, for any V' € S 2 (E) such that V>'O0 = 0, i = 1, . . . ,4, 
we get £V(/) = 12A-0'(O^ 2 - This implies that V(ip(l)ip' - ip'{l)ip) is an 
apolar conic to C. Since C is a general Clebsch quartic, there is only one apolar 
conic. The set of V(ip)'s is a pencil with base points V(k), the set of V(tp') 
is a pencil with base points V(k). This gives a contradiction unless the two 
pencils coincide. But then their base points coincide and the two pentagons are 
equal. This shows that the projection to Q is a one-to-one map. In particular, 
X is an irreducible curve. 

Now it is easy to finish the proof. The set of degree 5 positive divisors on 
Q = P 1 is the projective space |Opi(5)|. The closure V of our curve of polar 
pentagons lies in this space. All divisors containing one fixed point in their 
support form a hyperplane. Thus the polar pentagons containing one common 
side [I] correspond to a hyperplane section of V. Since we know that there is 
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only one such pentagon and we take [I] in an open Zariski subset of Q, we 
see that the curve is of degree 1, i.e. a line. So our curve is contained in a 
1 -dimensional linear system of divisors of degree 5. □ 

Remark 6.3.28 The previous Proposition shows why Liiroth quartics are spe- 
cial among Darboux curves. By Lemma 6.3.24, the variety of pairs consisting 
of an TV-lateral and a curve of degree N — 1 circumscribing it is of dimension 
3 TV — 1. This shows that the dimension of the variety of Darboux curves of 
degree TV — 1 is equal to 3 N — 1 — k, where k is the dimension of the variety of 
TV-laterals inscribed in a general Darboux curve. We can construct a Darboux 
curve by considering an analog of a Clebsch curve, namely a curve C admit- 
ting a polar TV-gon. Counting constants shows that the expected dimension of 
the locus of such curves is equal to 3TV — 1 — m, where m is the dimension 
of the variety of polar TV-gons of C. Clearly every such C defines a Darboux 
curve as the locus of x <E P 2 such that P X (C) admits a polar (TV — 2)-gon. 
The equation of a general Darboux curve shows that it is obtained in this way 
from a generalized Clebsch curve. In the case TV = 5, we have k = m = 1. 
However, already for TV — 6, the variety of Darboux quintics is known to be 
of dimension 17, i.e. k = [24]. This shows that there are only finitely many 
TV-laterals that a general Darboux curve of degree 5 could circumscribe. 

Suppose C is an irreducible Liiroth quartic. Then it comes from a Clebsch 
quartic C if and only if it circumscribes a complete pentalateral and C is a 
nondegenerate Clebsch quartic. For example, an irreducible singular Liiroth 
quartic circumscribing a pentalateral with a triple point does not belong to 
the image of the Clebsch covariant. In any case, a Darboux curve of degree 
TV — 1 given by Equation (6.32), in particular, a Liiroth quartic, admits a natural 
symmetric linear determinantal representation: 1 



det 



/h + h h h ... h 
h h + h h ■ • ■ h 



\ h h h + l N J 



0. (6.34) 



It is clear that, if h(x) — h(x) — h(x) — 0, the corank of the matrix at the 
point x is greater than 1 . Thus, if the iV-lateral is not a complete TV-lateral, the 
theta characteristic defining the determinantal representation is not an invert- 
ible one. However, everything goes well if we assume that the Liiroth quar- 
tic comes from a nondegenerate Clebsch quartic. Before we state and prove 
the next Theorem, we have to recall some facts about cubic surfaces which 

1 This was communicated to me by B. van Geemen, but also can be found in Room's book 
[474], p. 178. 



6.3 Even theta characteristics 



289 



we will prove and discuss later in Chapter 9. A cubic surface K always ad- 
mits a polar pentahedron, maybe a generalized one. Suppose that K is gen- 
eral enough so that it admits a polar pentahedron V(Li), . . . , V(L$) such 
that no four of the forms Li are linearly dependent. In this case K is called 
a Sylvester nondegenerate cubic and the polar pentahedron is unique. If we 
write K = V{L\ + ■ ■ ■ + then the Hessian surface of K can be written by 
the equation 

5 

^J]L,(z) = 0. (6.35) 

*=1 i/j 

Obviously, a general plane section of the Hessian surface is isomorphic to a 
Liiroth quartic. 

Theorem 6.3.29 Let M be a net of quadrics in P 3 . The following properties 
are equivalent. 

(i) There exists a basis (Qi, Q2, Q3) of N such that the quadrics Qi can 
be written in the form 

5 

Q j = V(£ / a ij L?), j = 1,2,3, (6.36) 

where Li are linear forms with any four of them being linearly indepen- 
dent. 

( ii) There exists a Sylvester nondegenerate cubic surface K in P 3 such that 
M is equal to a net of polar quadrics of K. 

(Hi) The discriminant curve C of Af is a Liiroth quartic circumscribing 
a complete pentalateral {V(li), . . . , ^(^5)} and Af corresponds to the 
symmetric determinantal representation (6.34) of C. 

Proof (i) (ii) Consider the Sylvester nondegenerate cubic surface K given 
by the Sylverster equation 

K = V{Ll + --- + L\). 

For any point x = [v] € P 3 , the polar quadric P X (K) is given by the equation 
VQ2 Li(v)Lj). Let A — (a i3 ■) be the 5x3 matrix defining the equations of 
the three quadrics. Let 

3 

Li = S ' bijZj, i = 1, . . . , 5, 
3=0 

and let B = (6y) be the 5 x 4-matrix of the coefficients. By assumption, 
rankvl = 4. Thus we can find a 4 x 3-matrix C — (cy ) such that B ■ C = A. 
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If we take the points xi, x^, £3 with coordinate vectors v\, V2, V3 equal to the 
columns of the matrix C, then we obtain that Li(vj) = ay. This shows that 
Qi = P Xi (K),i = 1,2,3. 

(ii) (i) Suppose we can find three non-collinear points Xi = [vi\ and a 
Sylvester nondegenerate cubic surface K such that Qi = P Xi (K),i = 1,2,3. 
Writing K as a sum of 5 cubes of linear forms Li, we obtain (i). 

(i) (iii) Consider the five linear forms U — auto + a^ii + 013^2- Our net 
of quadrics can be written in the form 

5 

Q(t ,ti,t 2 ) = k{t , ti,t 2 )Li(zo, z ll z 2 ,z 3 ) 2 ). 

i=l 

By scaling coordinates ti and Zj, we may assume that the forms ij and Lj 
satisfy 

h + h + h + U + h = 0, (6.37) 
Li + L 2 + L 3 + Li + L 5 = 0. 

The quadric Q(a) is singular at a point x if and only if 

rank fa( a ) L i( x ) '•■ h(a)L 5 (x)\ = ^ 

This is equivalent to that 

ii(o)ii(a:) = ... = L5(o)Z5(a:). (6.38) 
Taking into account (6.37), we obtain 

i=l !V ; 

or 

5 

^n^( a )=°- (639) 

»=1 i^tj 

This shows that the discriminant curve is a Liiroth quartic given by the deter- 
minantal Equation (6.34). 

(iii) (ii) Computing the determinant, we find the equation of C in the form 
(6.39). Then we linearly embed C 3 in C 4 and find five linear forms Li such that 
restriction of Li to the image is equal to Zj. Since no four of the U are linearly 
dependent, no four of the L, are linearly dependent. Thus K = VQ2 Lf) is 
a Sylvester nondegenerate cubic surface. This can be chosen in such a way 
that Li = generates the space of linear relations between the forms. By 
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definition, the image of C in P 3 given by the forms U is the discriminant curve 
of the net of polars of K. □ 

Definition 6.3.30 The even theta characteristic on a Liiroth curve defined by 
the determinantal representation (5.5. 1 1) is called a pentalateral theta charac- 
teristic. 

By changing the pentalateral inscribed in a weakly nondegenerate Liiroth 
quartic C, we map P 1 to the variety of nets of quadrics in P 3 with the same 
discriminant curve C. Its image in the moduli space of nets of quadrics mod- 
ulo projective transformations of P 3 is irreducible. Since there are only finitely 
many projective equivalence classes of nets with the same discriminant curve, 
we obtain that the pentalateral theta characteristic does not depend on the 
choice of the pentalateral. 

Suppose C is a nondegenerate Liiroth quartic equal to £(C") for some Cleb- 
sch quartic C . It is natural to guess that the determinantal representation of C 
given by determinant (6.34) corresponds to the pentalateral theta characteris- 
tic defined by the Scorza correspondence Re on C. The guess is correct. We 
refer for the proof to [176], Theorem 7.4.1. 

Remark 6.3.31 Since the locus of Clebsch quarries is a hypersurface (of de- 
gree 6) in the space of all quartics, the locus of Liiroth quartics is also a hy- 
persurface. Its degree is equal to 54 ([391]). Modern proofs of this fact can be 
found in [357], [568], and in [420]. We also refer to a beautiful paper of H. 
Bateman which discusses many aspects of the theory of Liiroth quartics, some 
of this was revised in [420] and [421]. For example, in the second paper, G. 
Ottaviani and E. Sernesi study the locus of singular Liiroth quartics and prove 
that it consists of two irreducible components. One of them is contained in the 
image of the Clebsch covariant. The other component is equal to the locus of 
Liiroth quartics circumscribing a pentalateral with a double point. 

Note that the degree of the locus of three quadrics (Qi, Q2, Q3) with dis- 
criminant curve isomorphic to a Liiroth quartic is equal to 4 • 54 = 216. It con- 
sists of one component of degree 6, the zero set of the Toeplitz invariant, and 
the other component of degree 210. The component of degree 6 corresponds to 
a choice of a pentagonal theta characteristic, the other component corresponds 
to other 35 theta characteristics, for which the monodromy is irreducible. 



6.3.6 A Fano model of VSP(/, 6) 

Recall that a nondegenerate ternary quartic / 6 S 4 (E V ) is one of the special 
cases from Theorem 1.3.19 where Corollary 1.4.13 applies. So, the variety 
VSP(/, 6)° embeds in the Grassmann variety G(3, AP 3 (/) V ) G(3, 7). The 
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image is contained in the subvariety G(3, APs(/)) CT of isotropic subspaces of 
the skew-symmetric linear map a : A 2 E — ► /\ AiPs(f). Choosing a basis in 
E and identifying A 2 E with E v , we can view this map as a skew-symmetric 
7 x 7-matrix M whose entries are linear functions on E. Let L C AP3(/) V be 
an isotropic subspace of a. In appropriate coordinates (to, ii, £2), we can write 
M in the block-form 

where B is a square skew-symmetric 4x4 matrix and A is a 4 x 3 matrix. 
The maximal minors of the matrix A generate an ideal in C[to, ti , £2] defining 
a closed O-dimensional subscheme Z of length 6. This defines the map 

G(3,AP 3 (/)) ff ^VSP(/,6) 

which is the inverse of the map VSP(/, 6)° -► G(3, AP 3 (/)) CT (see [452]). 

The following Theorem is originally due to S. Mukai [398] and was reproved 
by a different method by K. Ranestad and F.-O. Schreyer [452], [500]. 

Theorem 6.3.32 Let / € S 4 (E S/ ) be a nondegenerate quartic form in three 
variables. Then the map VSP(f,6)° — > G(3, AP3(/) V ) CT extends to an iso- 
morphism 

ft: VSP(/,6)^G(3,AP 3 (/) V ) CT . 

If f is a general quartic, the variety G(3, AP3(/) V ) CT is a smooth threefold. 
Its canonical class is equal to —H, where H is a hyperplane section in the 
Pliicker embedding of the Grassmannian. 

Recall that a Fano variety of dimension n is a projective variety X with 
ample —Kx- If X is smooth, and Pic(X) = Z and —Kx — mH, where H is 
an ample generator of the Picard group, then X is said to be of index m. The 
degree of X is the self-intersection number H n . The number g = \K X + 1 
is called the genus. 

In fact, in [397] S. Mukai announced a more precise result. The variety 
VSP(/, 6) is a Gorenstein Fano variety if / is not a Liiroth quartic and it is 
smooth, if V(f) is nondegenerate and does not admit complete quadrangles as 
its a polar 6-side (a complete quadrangle is the union of six lines joining two 
out of four general points in the plane). 

Remark 6.3.33 A Fano variety V22 of degree 22 (genus 12) and index 1 was 
omitted in the original classification of Fano varieties with the Picard num- 
ber 1 due to Gino Fano. It was discovered by V. Iskovskikh. It has the same 
Betti numbers as the P 3 . It was proven by S. Mukai that every such variety is 
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isomorphic to VSP(/, 6) for a unique quartic for F = V(f). He also makes 
the relation between VSP(/, 6) and the corresponding V22 very explicit. The 
Clebsch quartic curve C — £(F) of F can be reconstructed from V22 as the 
Hilbert scheme of lines on V22 (in the anticanonical embedding). The Scorza 
correspondence defining the corresponding even theta characteristic is the inci- 
dence relation of lines. The quartic is embedded in the plane of conies on T^2- 
In this way Mukai gets another proof of Corollary 6.3.19. Also he shows that 
through each point on V22 passes 6 conies taken with multiplicities. In the dual 
plane they correspond to a generalized polar hexagon of / (see [398], [399]). 

By the same method, Ranestad and Schreyer extended the previous result to 
all exceptional cases listed in Subsection 1.4.3, where n = 2. We have 

Theorem 6.3.34 Let f be a general ternary form of degree 2k. Then 

• k = 1: VSP(/, 3) = G(2, 5) CT is isomorphic to a Fano variety of degree 5 
and index 2; 

• k — 2: VSP(/, 6) = G(3, 7) a is isomorphic to the Fano variety V22 of 
degree 22 and index 1; 

• k = 3: VSP(/, 10) = G(4, 9) CT is isomorphic to a K3 surface of degree 38 
mP 20 ; 

• k = 4: VSP(/, 15) G(5, ll) a is a set of 16 points. 

In the two remaining cases (n, k) — (1, k) and (n, k) = (3, 2), the variety 
VSP(/, k+1) is isomorphic to P 1 (see 1.5. 1) in the first case and, in the second 
case, the birational type of the variety VSP(/, 10) is unknown at present. 

Let G = V(f) be a nonsingular plane quartic and 8 is an even theta charac- 
teristic on G. Let be the corresponding net of quadrics in P(JJ°(G, 6(1))). 
Let be the apolar linear system of quadrics in the dual projective space 
P 3 . Its dimension is equal to 6. We say that a rational normal cubic R in P 3 
is associated to if the net of quadrics |»7r(2)| vanishing on R is contained 
in IM^f. In [500] F.-O. Schreyer constructs a linear map a : f\ — > and 
shows that the nets of quadrics defining the associated rational normal curves 
is parameterized by the subvariety G(3, N^) Q of isotropic subspaces of a. This 
reminds us of the construction of G(3, AP3(/) V ) CT . In fact, consider the trans- 
pose map t a : N$ — > f\ (£' ± ) v and pass to the third symmetric power to get 
a linear map 

2 6 

5 3 (N^) -> S 3 /\(N^ -> /\(N^) V - Nj. 
Its kernel can be identified with APa^), where V(g) is the quartic such V(f) 
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is its Scorza quartic. This gives another proof of the Scorza birational isomor- 
phism between M3 and -M| v . A similar construction was announced earlier 
by S. Mukai [397]. 



6.4 Invariant theory of plane quartics 

Let \ (d) denote the space of SL(3)-invariants of degree d in the linear action of 
SL(3) on the space of quartic ternary forms. We have already encountered an 
invariant Fq of degree 6, the catalecticant invariant. It vanishes on the space of 
Clebsch quartics. Another familiar invariant is the discriminant invariant F27 of 
degree 27. There is also an invariant F3 of degree 3 with symbolic expression 
(abc) 4 . We will explain its geometric meaning a little later. 
Let us introduce the generating function 

00 

P(T) = J2 dim cKd)T d . 

(2=0 

It has been computed by T. Shioda [531], and the answer is 

P(T) = — c N( ^ > , (6.40) 

nli(i-^)(i-T^) 

where 

N(T) = 1 + T 9 + T 12 + T 15 + 2T 18 + 3T 21 + 2T 24 + 3T 27 + 4T 30 + 3T 33 + 4T 36 
■ /^p^rd j '^p^' -|- _i_ 3X'^ -4- 2T""^ -|- 3T^^ -\- 2T" -h -u '^"'63 _|_ ^66 1 rp75 

It was proven by J. Dixmier [167] that the algebra of invariants is finite over the 
free subalgebra generated by seven invariants of degrees 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 27. 
This was conjectured by Shioda. He also conjectured that one needs six more 
invariants of degrees 9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 21 to generate the whole algebra of in- 
variants. This is still open. We know some of the covariants of plane quartics. 
These are the Hessian He of order 6 and degree 3, and the Clebsch covariant 
€4 of order 4 and degree 3. Recall that it assigns to a general quartic the clo- 
sure of the locus of points whose polar is equianharmonic cubic. There is a 
similar covariant £ 6 of degree 4 and order 6 that assigns to a general quartic 
curve the closure of the locus of points whose polars are harmonic cubics. The 
Steinerian covariant of degree 12 and order 12 is a linear combination of C| 
and £§. 

The dual analogs of the covariants €4 and <L§ are the harmonic contravariant 
$6 of class 6 and degree 3 and the equianharmonic contravariant $4 of class 
4 and degree 2. The first (resp. the second) assigns to a general quartic the 
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closure of the locus of lines which intersect the quartic at a harmonic (resp. 
equianharmonic) set of four points. 

The invariant ^3 vanishes on the set of curves C such that the quartic en- 
velope $4(6') is apolar to C. One can generate a new invariant by using 
the polarity pairing between covariants and contravariants of the same or- 
der. The obtained invariant, if not zero, is of degree equal to the sum of de- 
grees of the covariant and the contravariant. For example, (<1>4(C), €4(0)) 
or (<1>6(C), He(C)) give invariants of degree 6. It follows from (6.40) that 
all invariants of degree 6 are linear combinations of A\ and Aq. However, 
(<i>6(C), €q(C)) is a new invariant of degree 9. Taking here the Hessian co- 
variant instead of €^{C\ one obtains an invariant of degree 6. 

There is another contravariant il of class 4 but of degree 5. It vanishes on the 
set of lines I such that the unique anti -polar conic of I contains £ (see [176], 
p. 274). The contravariant is of the same degree and order, but the two 

contravariants are different. 

We can also generate new covariants and contravariants by taking the polar 
pairing at already known covariants and contravariants. For example, one gets 
a covariant conic a of degree 5 by operating ^(C) on He(C). Or we may 
operate C on $>g(C) to get a contravariant conic of degree 4. 

Applying known invariants to covariants or contravariants gets a new invari- 
ant. However, they are of large degrees. For example, taking the discriminant 
of the Hessian, we get an invariant of degree 215. However, it is reducible, and 
contains a component of degree 48 representing an invariant that vanishes on 
the set of quartics which admit a polar conic of rank 1 [561]. There are other 
known geometrically meaningful invariants of large degree. For example, the 
Liiroth invariant of degree 54 vanishing on the locus of Liiroth quartics and 
the Salmon invariant of degree 60 vanishing on the locus of quartics with an 
inflection bitangent (see [121]). 

The GIT-quotient of |Op2(4)| by SL(3) and other compactifications of the 
moduli space of plane quartic curves were studied recently from different as- 
pects. Unfortunately, it is too large a topic to discuss it here. We refer to [13], 
[15], [283], [345], [365], [366]. 
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6.5 Automorphisms of plane quartic curves 

6.5.1 Automorphisms of finite order 

Since an automorphism of a nonsingular plane quartic curve C leaves the 
canonical class Kq invariant, it is defined by a projective transformation. We 
first describe all possible cyclic groups of automorphisms of C. 

Lemma 6.5.1 Let a be an automorphism of order n > I of a nonsingular 
plane quartic C = V(f). Then one can choose coordinates in such a way that 
a generator of the cyclic group (a) is represented by the diagonal matrix 

diag[l,C,C£], 0<a<6<n, 
where is a primitive n-th root of unity, and f is given in the following list. 

(i) (n = 2), (a, 6) = (0,1), 

4 + *2ff2(*0.*l) +9i{t0,ti)\ 

(ii) (n = 3),(o,6) = (0,l), 

*20l(*O,*l) + fl'4(*0,*l); 

(Hi) (n = 3),(a,6) = (l,2), 

4 + atlhh + t t? + to*i + $44\ 

(iv) (n = 4),(a,6) = (0,l), 

4 + 9i{ti,t2); 

(v) (n = 4), (a, b) = (1,2), 

4 + 4 + 4 + ^44 + Pt tit 2 ; 

(vi) (n = 6),(a,6) = (2,3), 

4 + 4 + a44 + t Q tl; 

(vii) (n = 7),(a,6) = (l,3), 

to*2 + t^ti + tot?; 

(viii) (n = 8),(o,6) = (3,7), 

(k) (n = 9),(a,6) = (2,3), 

4 + *0*2 + *l*2i 
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(x) (n=12),(o,6) = (3,4), 

*0 + A. + *0^2- 

//ere f/ze subscripts in the polynomials gi indicate their degree. 
Proof Let us first choose coordinates such that a acts by the formula 

a : [zo, £1,2:2] h-> [xo,C>i,(^2], 

where a < 6 < n. If a = b, we can scale the coordinates by (~ a , and then 
permute the coordinates to reduce the action to the case, where < a < b. 

We will often use that / is of degree > 3 in each variable. This follows from 
the assumption that / is nonsingular. A form / is invariant with respect to the 
action if all monomials entering in / with nonzero coefficients are eigenvectors 
of the action of a on the space of quartic ternary forms. We denote by pi,p2, P3 
the points [1,0,0], [0, 1,0], [0,0, 1]. 

Case 1: a = 0. 
Write / in the form: 

/ = at\ + 4 9l (t , h) + ttg 2 {t , ii) + hg 3 (t , h) + g 4 (t , h). (6.41) 

Assume a^0. Since 54 7^ 0, if a ^ 0, we must have 46 = mod n. This 
implies that n — 2 or 4. In the first case g\ = g$ = 0, and we get case (i). If 
n = 4, we must have g\ = g 2 = g% = 0, and we get case (iv). 

If a — 0, then 36 = mod n. This implies that n = 3 and g 2 = .93 = 0. 
This gives case (ii). 

Case 2: a ^ 0. 

The condition a < b < n implies that n > 2. 
Case 2a: The points pi,p 2 , P3 lie on C. 

This implies that no monomial tf enters /. We can write / in the form 

/ = tgoi(ti, t 2 ) + t?&i(t , *2) + *i) 

+to«2(ti, t 2 ) + t?6 2 (io, *2) + t 2 c 2 (*o, 

where a,i,bi 7 Ci are homogeneous forms of degree i. If one of them is zero, 
then we are in Case 1 with a — 0. Assume that all of them are not zeros. Since 
/ is invariant, it is clear that no t% enters two different coefficients a\, b\, c\. 
Without loss of generality, we may assume that 

/ = ioi 2 + t\t\ + t% + t 2 a 2 (t 2 , t 3 ) + t%(t , t 2 ) + t 2 2 c 2 (t , ti). 

Now we have b = a + 3b = 3a mod n. This easily implies 7a = mod n 
and 7b = mod n. Since n\g.c.m(a, b), this implies that n = 7, and (a, b) = 
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(1,3). By checking the eigenvalues of other monomials, we verify that no other 
monomials enters /. This is case (vii). 

Case 2b: Two of the points pi,p 2 , P3 lie on the curve. 
After scaling and permuting the coordinates, we may assume that the point 
Pi = [1, 0, 0] does not lie on C. Then we can write 

/ = 4 + t 2 g 2 {t u t2) +t g 3 {ti,t 2 ) +94{ti,t 2 ), 

where tf, t\ do not enter in 174. 

Without loss of generality, we may assume that t\t 2 enters g 4 . This gives 
3a + 6 = mod n. Suppose t\t\ enters 54. Then a + 36 = mod n. Then 
8a = n, 8b = mod n. As in the previous case this easily implies that n = 8. 
This gives case (viii). If t\t\ does not enter in g 4 , then t\ enters g 3 . This gives 
36 = mod n. Together with 3a + 6 = mod n this gives n = 3 and 
(a, b) = (1, 2), or n = 9 and (a, 6) = (2, 3). These are cases (iii) and (ix). 

Case 2c: Only one point p t lies on the curve. 

Again we may assume that pi , p 3 do not lie on the curve. Then we can write 

f=4+4+ t2 o92 {ti,t 2 ) + t g 3 (t u t 2 )+ .94 (t 1 , h ) , 

where t\ , t\ do not enter in 54. This immediately gives 4a = mod n. We 
know that either t\ enters g 3 , or t\t\ enters g 4 . In the first case, 36 = mod n 
and together with 4a = mod n, we get n — 12 and (a, 6) = (3, 4). Looking 
at the eigenvalues of other monomials, this easily leads to case (x). If t\t\ 
enters 54, we get 36+a = mod n. Together with 4a = mod n, this gives 
126 = mod 12. Hence n — 12 or n — 6. If n = 12, we get a = 6 = 3, 
this has been considered before. If n = 6, we get a = 3, 6 = 1. This leads 
to the equation tf) + t\ + at\t\ + t\t 2 = 0. After permutation of coordinates 
(to,t\,t 2 ) 1 > {t 2l t , ti), we arrive at case (vi). 

Case 2d: None of the reference point lies on the curve. 
In this case we may assume that 

f = 4 + 4 + 4 + ^ 2 (ti, t 2 ) + t <fe(*i, h) + tMo4 + (3t 2 2 + Ttita). 

Obviously, 4a = 46 = mod n. If n — 2, we are in case (i). If n = 4, we 
get (a, 6) = (1,2), (1,3), or (2, 3). Permuting (t ,t l7 t 2 ) ^ {t 2 ,t ,h), and 
multiplying the coordinates by (f , we reduce the case (1,2) to the case (2,3). 
The case (1,3) is also reduced to the case (1,2) by multiplying coordinates 
by £4 and then permuting them. Thus, we may assume that (a, 6) = (1,2). 
Checking the eigenvalues of the monomials entering in /, we arrive at case 
(v). □ 
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6.5.2 Automorphism groups 

We employ the notation from [124]: a cyclic group of order n is denoted by 
n, the semi-direct product A x B is denoted by A : B, a central extension of 
a group A with kernel B is denoted by B.A. We denote by L n (q) the group 
PSL(n,F g ). 

Theorem 6.5.2 The following Table is the list of all possible groups of auto- 
morphisms of a nonsingular plane quartic. 



Type 


Order 


Structure 


Equation 


I 


168 


L 2 (7) 


tofe + to^l + tlt'2 


II 


96 


4" : 6 3 


to + Ii + t 2 


III 


48 


4.2l 4 


^ + tt + 2yf=zi{ii + 4 


IV 


24 


©4 


tt + tt + 1$ + a(i 2 ti + 44 + 44] 


V 


16 


4.2^ 


tt+ti + aim + 4 


VI 


9 


9 


to + tot-2 + tft2 


VII 


8 


£>8 


*o + t\ + <2 + at'ot'i + btttot 2 


VIII 


6 


6 


4 + 4 + tot? + at, 2 ,^ 


IX 


6 


©3 


to + *o(*i + *a) + atgtita + 6*1*2* 


X 


4 


2 y 


*o + *? + *2 + at'ot'i + biffi + ct'it'i 


XI 


3 


3 


*2*i + *o(*i + aiita + 6*i*o + ct{) 


XII 


2 


2 


4 + %g 2 (t , *i) +4 + aiffi + t\ 



Table 6.1 Automorphisms of plane quartics 



Before we prove the theorem, let us comment on the parameters of the equa- 
tions. First of all, their number is equal to the dimension of the moduli space of 
curves with the given automorphism group. The equations containing param- 
eters may acquire additional symmetry for special values of parameters. Thus 
in Type IV, one has to assume that a ^ |(— 1 ± \J— 7), otherwise the curve 
becomes isomorphic to the Klein curve (see [225], vol. 2, p. 209, or [471]). In 
Type V, the special values are a — 0, ±2-^—3, ±6. If a = 0, we get the Fermat 
quartic, if a — ±6, we again get Type II (use the identity 

x 4 + y 4 = ±{(x + y) 4 + (x- y) 4 + 6(x + y) 2 {x - yf). 

If a — ±2V~~ 3, we get Type III (the identity 

e -ffi/4 

x 4 + y 4 + ax 2 y 2 = — - — ((x + iy) 4 + (x — y) 4 + a(x + iy) 2 (x — iy) 2 ) 

exhibits an additional automorphism of order 3). In Type VII, we have to as- 
sume b ^ 0, otherwise the curve is of Type V. In Type VIII, a ^ 0, otherwise 
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the curve is of type III. In Type IX, a / 0, otherwise the curve acquires an 
automorphism of order 4. In Type X, all the coefficients a, b, c are different. 
We leave the cases XI and XII to the reader. 

Proof Suppose G contains an element of order n > 6. Applying Lemma 
6.5.1, we obtain that C is isomorphic to a quartic of Type VIII (n = 6), I 
(n = 7), II (n — 8), VI (n — 9), and III (n = 12). Here we use that, in the case 
n = 8 (resp. n = 12) the binary form tf t2+*i*| (resp. tf -No*I) can be reduced 
to the binary forms t\ + t\ (resp. t\ + 2\/—3tft + t 2 ) by a linear change of 
variables. It corresponds to a harmonic (resp. equianharmonic) elliptic curve. 

Assume n = 8. Then C is a Fermat quartic. Obviously, G contains a sub- 
group G' = 4 2 : 63 of order 96. If it is a proper subgroup, then the order 
of G is larger than 168. By Hurwitz's Theorem, the automorphism group of a 
nonsingular curve of genus g is of order < 84(g — 1) (see [281], Chapter 5, 
Exercise 2.5). This shows that G = 4 2 : 63, as in Type II. 

Assume n = 7. Then the curve is projectively isomorphic to the Klein curve, 
which we will discuss in the next Subsection and will show that its automor- 
phism group is isomorphic to L 2 (7). This deals with Type I. 

Now we see that G may contain only Sylow 2-subgroups or 3-subgroups. 

Case 1: G contains a 2-group. 

First of all, the order N — 2 m of G is less than or equal to 16. Indeed, by 
the above, we may assume that G does not contain cyclic subgroups of order 
2 a with a > 2. By Hurwitz's formula 

4 = 7V(2 5 '-2) + 7VV(l--). 

If N = 2 m , m > 4, then the right-hand side is divisible by 8. 

So N = 2 m , m < 4. As is well-known, and is easy to prove, the center Z 
of G is not trivial. Pick up an element a of order 2 in the center and consider 
the quotient G — * C/(cr) = C". Since any projective automorphism of order 2 
fixes pointwisely a line t, g has a fixed point on C. By Hurwitz's formula, C' 
is a curve of genus 1, and the cover is ramified at four points. By choosing the 
coordinates such that a = diag[— 1, 1,1], the equation of C becomes 

tj + t 2 2 g 2 {t ,t 1 )+g A {t ,t 1 )=0. (6.42) 

If G = (er), we get Type XII. Suppose G — 2 2 and r is another generator. After 
a linear change of variables t\, t 2 , we may assume that r acts as [to, ti,t 2 ] 1— > 
[to,ti, —t 2 ]- This implies that g 2 does not contain the monomial t\t 2 and 54 
does not contain the monomials t\ t 2 , tit 2 . This leads to Type X. 

If G = (r) = Z/4Z, there are two cases to consider corresponding to 
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items (iv) and (v) in Lemma 6.5.1. In the first case, we may assume that r : 
[to,ti,t2] i— > [to , ti , itz} . This forces g2 = 0. It is easy to see that any binary 
quartic without multiple zeros can be reduced to the form t\ + at\t\ + t\. Now 
we see that the automorphism group of the curve 

V(tt + 4 + atlt 2 2 + tt), a^O, 

contains a subgroup generated by the transformations 

gi ■ [to,h,h] !-* [itoihifa], 

92 ■ [to,h,t 2 } h-> [f. ,i£i,-it 2 ], 

93 ■ [to,ti,h] i-> [it ,it 2 ,iti]. 

The element gi generates the center, and the quotient is isomorphic to 2 2 := 
(Z/2Z) 2 . We denote this group by 4.2 2 . It is one of nine non-isomorphic non- 
abelian groups of order 16. Other way to represent this group is D$ : 2. The 
dihedral subgroup £>§ is generated by g 2 and (7133. If a = 0, it is the Fermat 
curve of Type II. 

In the second case we may assume that r : [to, £1 , £2] 1— > [to, it%, —£2]- In 
this case, we can reduce the equation to the form (v) from Lemma 6.5.1. It 
is easy to see that G contains the dihedral group Dg. If there is nothing else, 
we get Type VII. There are two isomorphism classes of group of order 16 that 
contain D$. They are Dg x 2 or 4.2 2 from above. In the first case, the group 
contains a subgroup isomorphic to 2 3 := (Z/2Z) 3 . This group does not embed 
in PGL(3). In the second case, the center is of order 4, hence commutes with 
t but does not equal to (r). The equation shows that this is possible only if the 
coefficient 6=0. Thus we get a curve of Type V. 

Case 2: G contains a Sylow 3-subgroup. 

Let Q be a Sylow 3-subgroup of G. Assume Q contains a subgroup Q' iso- 
morphic to 3 2 . By Hurwitz's formula, the quotient of C by a cyclic group of 
order 3 is either an elliptic curve or a rational curve. In the first case, the quo- 
tient map has two ramification points, in the second case it has five ramification 
points. In any case, the second generator of Q' fixes one of the ramification 
points. However, the stabilizer subgroup of any point on a nonsingular curve is 
a cyclic group. This contradiction shows that Q must be cyclic of order 3 or 9. 

Case 2a: Q is of order 9. 

If Q = G, we are getting Type VI. Thus, we may assume that G contains 
a Sylow 2-subgroup P of some order 2 m ,m < 4. By Sylow's Theorem, the 
number S3 of Sylow 3-subgroups is equal to 1 + 3fc and it divides 2™. This 
gives S3 = 1,4, 16. If m = 1, the subgroup Q is normal. The cover C — * C/Q 
is ramified at five points with ramification indices (9, 9, 3). If Q ^ G, then P 
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contains a subgroup isomorphic to 9 : 2. It does not contain elements of order 
6. An element of order 2 in this group must fix one of the five ramification 
points and gives a stabilizer subgroup of order 6 or 18. Both is impossible. 

Suppose Q is not a normal subgroup. The number 713 of Sylow 3-subgroups 
is equal to 4 if rn — 2, 3, or 16 if m = 4. Consider the action of G on the set of 
28 bitangents. It follows from the normal form of an automorphism of order 9 
in Lemma 6.5.1 that Q fixes a bitangent. Thus, the cardinality of each orbit of 
G on the set of bitangents divides 2 m and the number of orbits is equal to 4 or 
16. It easy to see that this is impossible. 

Case 2a: Q is of order 3. 

If P contains an element of order 4 of type (v), then, by the analysis from 
Case 1, we infer that G contains D$. If P = Z?g, by Sylow's Theorem, the in- 
dex of the normalizer Na(P) is equal to the number s 2 of Sylow 2-subgroups. 
This shows that s 2 — 1, hence P is normal in G. An element of order 4 in P 
must commute with an element of order 3, thus G contains an element of order 
12, hence the equation can be reduced to the Fermat equation of Type II. Thus 
P must be of order 16. This leads to Type III. 

So, we may assume that P does not contain an element of order 4 of type 
(v). If it contains an element of order 4, then it must have equation of Type V 
with a = 0. This leads again to the Fermat curve. 

Finally, we arrive at the case when P has no elements of order 4. Then P 
is an abelian group (Z/2Z)" 1 , where m < 2 (the group 2 3 does not embed in 
Aut(P 2 ). If to = 0, we get Type XI, if m = 1, we get Type IX, if m = 2, we 
get Type IV. 

□ 

6.5.3 The Klein quartic 

Recall that a quartic curve admitting an automorphism of order 7 is projectively 
equivalent to the quartic 

C = V(t tl+t 1 tl + tlt 2 ). (6.43) 
The automorphism S of order 7 acts by the formula 

S:[t ,t u t 2 ] >-> [eto, e% , e%] , e = e 2 "/ 7 , 

where we scaled the action to represent the transformation by a matrix from 
SL(3). 

As promised, we will show that the group of automorphisms of such a quar- 
tic is isomorphic to the simple group £2(7) of order 168. By Hurwitz's Theo- 
rem, the order of this group is the largest possible for curves of genus 3. 
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Observe that Equation (6.43) has a symmetry given by a cyclic permutation 
U of the coordinates. It is easy to check that 

USIJ- 1 = S* 4 , (6.44) 

so that the subgroup generated by S, U is a group of order 21 isomorphic to 
the semi-direct product 7 : 3. 

By a direct computation one checks that the following unimodular matrix 
defines an automorphism T of C of order 2: 




(6.45) 



We have 

TUT- 1 = U 2 , (6.46) 

so that the subgroup generated by U, T is the dihedral group of order 6. One 
checks that the 49 products S a TS b are all distinct. In particular, the cyclic 
subgroup (S) is not normal in the group G generated by S, T, U . Since the 
order of G is divisible by 2 • 3 • 7 = 42, we see that #G = 42, 84, 126 or 168. 
It follows from Sylow's Theorem that the subgroup (S) must be normal in the 
first three cases, so #G = 168, and by Hurwitz's Theorem 

Aut(C) = G= (S,U,T). 

One checks that V = (T5) _1 satisfies V 3 = 1 and the group has the presen- 
tation 

G = (S,T,V : S 7 — V 3 = T 2 = STV = 1). 
Proposition 6.5.3 The group Aut(C) is a simple group Gi68 of order 168. 

Proof Suppose H is a nontrivial normal subgroup of G. Assume that its or- 
der is divisible by 7. Since its Sylow 7-subgroup cannot be normal in H, we 
see that H contains all Sylow 7-subgroups of G. By Sylow's Theorem, their 
number is equal to 8. This shows that #H = 56 or 84. In the first case H 
contains a Sylow 2-subgroup of order 8. Since H is normal, all its conjugates 
are in H, and, in particular, T € H. The quotient group G/H is of order 3. It 
follows from (6.46) that the coset of U must be trivial. Since 3 does not divide 
56, we get a contradiction. In the second case, H contains S, T, U and hence 
coincides with G. So, we have shown that H cannot contain an element of or- 
der 7. Suppose it contains an element of order 3. Since all such elements are 
conjugate, H contains U. It follows from (6.44) that the coset of S in G/H is 
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trivial, hence S G H, contradicting the assumption. It remains for us to con- 
sider the case when H is a 2-subgroup. Then j^GjH = 2 a ■ 3 • 7, with a < 2. 
It follows from Sylow's Theorem that the image of the Sylow 7-subgroup in 
G/H is normal. Thus its preimage in G is normal. This contradiction finishes 
the proof that G is simple. 

□ 

Remark 6.5.4 One can show that 

G 168 -PSL(2,F 7 )~PSL(3,F 2 ). 

The first isomorphism has a natural construction via the theory of automorphic 
functions. The Klein curve is isomorphic to a compactification of the modular 
curve X (7), corresponding to the principal congruence subgroup of full level 
7. The second isomorphism has a natural construction via considering a model 
of the Klein curve over a finite field of two elements (see [209]). We can see 
an explicit action of G on 28 bitangents via the geometry of the projective line 
P^Fy) (see [135], [320]). 

The group Aut(C) acts on the set of 36 even theta characteristics with orbits 
of cardinality 1, 7, 7, 21 (see [176]. The unique invariant even theta characteris- 
tic 9 gives rise to a unique G-invariant in P 3 = P(V), where V = H°(C,8(l)). 
Using the character table, one can decompose the linear representation S 2 (V) 
into the direct sum of the 3-dimensional representation E — H°(C, 0c(l)) v 
and a 7-dimensional irreducible linear representation. The linear map E — ► 
S 2 (V) defines the unique invariant net of quadrics. This gives another proof 
of the uniqueness of an invariant theta characteristic. The corresponding rep- 
resentation of C as a symmetric determinant is due to F. Klein [337] (see also 
[200]). We have 



det 



/-*o 








-t 2 \ 





ta 





-ta 








ta 


-to 


U 


-*2 


-to 


/ 



= tnt 2 + t|to + t?to- (6.47) 



The group Aut(C) has 3 orbits on C with nontrivial stabilizers of orders 
2, 3, 7. They are of cardinality 84, 56 and 24, respectively. 

The orbit of cardinality 24 consists of inflection points of C. They are the 
vertices of the eight triangles with inflection tangents as its sides. These are 
eight contact cubics corresponding to the unique invariant theta characteristic. 
The eight inflection triangles coincide with eight biscribed triangles. The group 
acts on the eight triangles with stabilizer subgroup of order 21. In fact, the 
coordinate triangle is one of the eight triangles. The subgroup generated by 
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S and U leaves it invariant. The element T of order 2 sends the coordinate 
triangle to the triangle with sides whose coordinates are the rows of the matrix 
(6.45). In fact, this is how the element T was found (see [337] or [225], vol. 2, 
p. 199). 

We know that the inflection points are the intersection points of G and its 
Hessian given by the equation 

He(/) = ml44 - to4 - t\t x - ht\ = 0. 

So the orbit of 24 points is cut out by the Hessian. 

The orbit of cardinality 56 consists of the tangency points of 28 bitangents of 
G. An example of an element of order 3 is a cyclic permutation of coordinates. 
It has 2 fixed points [1, 773, ryf] and [1, rjf, 773] on G. They lie on the bitangent 
with equation 

4i + (3% 2 + l)*i + (3% + l)*a = 0. 
Define a polynomial of degree 14 by 

o 2 f d 2 f a/\ 

9*0*1 dt t 2 dto 

9 2 / d 2 f df 

dt\ dtxt-2 9*i 

9 2 / 9 2 / df 

9*2*1 9* 2 9*2 

ML ML 

dti 9*2 U / 

One checks that it is invariant with respect to G168 and does not contain / as a 
factor. Hence it cuts out in V(f) a G-invariant positive divisor of degree 56. It 
must consists of a Gi68-orbit of cardinality 56. 

One can compute it explicitly (see [593], p. 524) to find that 

* = 4 4 + ^i 4 + 4 4 - 34t ii7j 2 (to ti + •••)- ^Otohhitltl + •••)+ 

375t 2 tt4(t e tl + ■■■) + I8(t 7 t 7 2 + ■■■)- 126444(44 + ■••)• 

Here the dots mean monomials obtained from the first one by permutation of 
variables. 

The orbit of cardinality 84 is equal to the union of 21 sets, each consisting 
of four intersection points of G with the line of fixed points of a transformation 
of order 2. An example of such a point is 

[(e 4 _ e 3 )(£ _ ,6^4^ (£ 2 _ e 5 )(£ _ £ 6 K (£ 4 _ £ 3 ){£ 2 _ ^ 

The product £ of the equations defining the 2 1 lines defines a curve of degree 
21 which coincides with the curve V( J(f, H, where J(f,H, 1 $>) is the 
Jacobian determinant of /, the Hesse polynomial, and \t. It is a Gi68-invariant 



* = dct 



d 2 f 
9tito 
9 2 / 

9*2*0 

ML 

• 9*0 
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polynomial of degree 21. Its explicit expression was given by P. Gordan in 
[253], p. 372: 

s = 4 1 + *?* + i 2 1 - 7t iii 2 (<J 7 ii + •■■) + 2l7t ht 2 (44 5 +•••)- 
308tg*ft| (tl 3 4 +•••)- 57(4 4 ^ + •••)- 289(44* + •••)+ 
4018tgtf^(tg*i° + ■■•) + 637444(44 + . . . )+ 
1638t t 1 t 2 (tl°4 + •••)- 62794^4(44 + •••)+ 

7oo7tl44(to4 + •••)- ioow444(44 + •••) + 3432*^4. 

The group Gi68 admits a central extension 2.L 2 (7) = SL(2,Fy). It has 
a linear representation in C 3 where it acts as a complex reflection group. The 
algebra of invariants is generated by the polynomial / defining the Klein curve, 
the Hesse polynomial H, and the polynomials 'J. The polynomial 5 is a skew 
invariant, it is not invariant but its square is. We have (see [253], [225], vol. 2, 
p. 208) 

+108H 7 - 3752 fH 5 + 1376 j ' 6 H 3 - 128f 9 H). (6.48) 

(note that there is some discrepancy of signs in the formulas of Gordan and 
Fricke). 

We have already mentioned that the Scorza quartic of the Klein quartic C 
coincides with C. The corresponding even theta characteristic is the unique 
invariant even theta characteristic 8. One can find all quartic curves X such 
that its Scorza quartic is equal to C (see [?], [176]). 

The group G acts on the set of 63 Steiner complexes, or, equivalently, on the 
set of nontrivial 2-torsion divisor classes of the Jacobian of the curve. There is 
one orbit of length 28, an orbit of length 21, and two orbits of length 7. Also 
the group Gi68 acts on Aronhold sets with orbits of length 8, 168, 56 and 56 
[320]. In particular, there is no invariant set of seven points in the plane which 
defines C. 

The variety VSP(C, 6) is a Fano threefold V22 admitting G168 as its group 
of automorphisms. It is studied in [381]. 



Exercises 

6.1 Show that two syzygetic tetrads of bitangents cannot have two common bitangents. 
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6.2 Let Ct = V(tf + q 2 ) be a family of plane quartics over C depending on a parameter 
t. Assume that V(f) is nonsingular and V(f) and V(q) intersect transversally at eight 
points pi, . . . , p$. Show that Ct is nonsingular for all t in some open neighborhood of 
in usual topology and the limit of 28 bitangents when t — > is equal to the set of 28 
lines piPj . 

6.3 Show that the locus of nonsingular quartics that admit an inflection bitangent is a 
hypersurface in the space of all nonsingular quartics. 

6.4 Consider the Fermat quartic V(ta + t\ + Find all bitangents and all Steiner 
complexes. Show that it admits 12 inflection bitangents. 

6.5 An open problem: what is the maximal possible number of inflection bitangents on 
a nonsingular quartic? 

6.6 Let S = { (l\ , l'i ) , . . . , (£q , 1' 6 ) } be a Steiner complex of 1 2 bitangents. Prove that 
the six intersection points li n l\ lie on a conic and all ( 2 2 8 ) = 378 intersection points 
of bitangents lie on 63 conies. 

6.7 Show that the pencil of conies passing through the four contact points of two bi- 
tangents contains five members each passing through the contact points of a pair of 
bitangents. 

6.8 Show that a choice of e £ Jac(C)[2] \ {0} defines a conic Q and a cubic B such 
that C is equal to the locus of points x such that the polar P x (B) is touching Q. 

6.9 Let C — V(ana22 — a 2 2 ) be a representation of a nonsingular quartic C as a 
symmetric quadratic determinant corresponding to a choice of a 2-torsion divisor class 
e. Let C be the unramified double cover of C corresponding to e. Show that C is iso- 
morphic to a canonical curve of genus 5 given by the equations 

an (to, ti, t%) — ti = ai2(to, ti, fa) — tzt^ — 022 (to, ti, £2) — t| = 

in P 4 . 

6.10 Show that the moduli space of bielliptic curves of genus 4 is birationally isomor- 
phic to the moduli space of isomorphism classes of genus 3 curves together with a 
nonzero 2-torsion divisor class. 

6.11 A plane quartic C = V(j) is called a Caporali quartic if VSP(/, 4)° / 0. 

(i) Show that the C admits a pencil of apolar conies. 

(ii) Show that the Clebsch covariant quartic 2(C) is equal to the union of four lines. 

(iii) Show that any Caporali quartic is projectively isomorphic to the curve 

ato(t? - tl) + bti(tl - A) + ct 2 (to - tf) = 

([61]). 

6.12 Let q be a nondegenerate quadratic form in three variables. Show that VSP(q 2 , 6)° 
is a homogeneous space for the group PSL(2, C). 

6.13 Show that the locus of lines I = V(l) such that the anti-polar conic of I 2 with 
respect to a quartic curve V(f) is reducible is a plane curve of degree 6 in the dual 
plane. 

6.14 Classify automorphism groups of irreducible singular plane quartics. 

6.15 For each nonsingular plane quartic curve C with automorphism group G describe 
the ramification scheme of the cover C — > C/G. 

6.16 Let C be the Klein quartic. For any subgroup H of Aut(C) determine the genus 
of H and the ramification scheme of the cover C — > C / H. 
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6.17 Show that a smooth plane quartic admits an automorphism of order 2 if and only 
if among its 28 bitangents four form a syzygetic set of bitangents intersecting at one 
point. 

6.18 Show that the set of polar conies P x 2 (C) of a plane quartic C, where x belongs to 
a fixed line, form a family of contact conies of another plane quartic C", 

6.19 Show that the description of bitangents via the Cayley octad can be stated in the 
following way. Let C = det A be the symmetric determinantal representation of C with 
the Cayley octad O. Let P be the 8 x 4-matrix with columns equal to the coordinates 
of the points in O. The matrix M = f PAP is a symmetric 8 x 8-matrix, and its entries 
are the equations of the bitangents (the bitangent matrix, see [441]). 

6.20 Show that the bitangents participating in each principal 4 x 4-minor of the bitangent 
matrix from the previous exercise is a syzygetic tetrad, and the minor itself defines the 
equation of the form (6. 1). 

6.21 Let C and if be a general conic and a general cubic. Show that the set of points a 
such that P a (C) is tangent to P a (K) is a Liiroth quartic. Show that the set of polar lines 
PaiC) which coincide with polar lines P a (K) is equal to the set of seven Aronhold 
bitangents of the Liiroth quartic ([28]). 

6.22 Show that the set of 28 bitangents of the Klein quartic contains 21 subsets of four 
concurrent bitangents and each bitangent has 3 concurrency points. 

6.23 Let V3 : \E\ —t \S A (E V ) \ be the Veronese embedding corresponding to the apo- 
larity map apj : E — > S 3 (E V ) for a general plane quartic V(f) C \E\. Show that the 
variety VSP(/, 6) is isomorphic to the variety of 6-secant planes of the projection of 
the Veronese surface f 3 (|.E|) to \S 3 (E v )/ap 1 f (E)\ P 6 ([381]). 

6.24 Find a symmetric determinant expression for the Fermat quartic V(tf t + tf + t 2 )- 



Historical Notes 

The fact that a general plane quartic curve has 28 bitangents was first proved 
in 1850 by C. Jacobi [317] although the number was apparently known to J. 
Poncelet. The proof used Plucker formulas and so did not apply to any non- 
singular curve. Using contact cubics, O. Hesse extended this result to arbitrary 
nonsingular quartics [290]. 

The first systematic study of the configuration of bitangents began by O. 
Hesse [290], [291] and J. Steiner [542]. Steiner's paper does not contain proofs. 
They considered azygetic and syzygetic sets and Steiner complexes of bi- 
tangents although the terminology was introduced later by Frobenius [227]. 
Hesse's approach used the relationship between bitangents and Cayley octads. 
The notion of a Steiner group of bitangents was introduced by A. Cayley in 
[86]. Weber [592] changed it to a Steiner complex in order not to be confused 
with the terminology of group theory. 

The fact that the equation of a nonsingular quartic could be brought to the 
form (6.1) was first noticed by J. Plucker [447]. Equation (6.2), arising from 
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a Steiner complex, appears first in Hesse's paper [291], §9. The determinan- 
tal identity for bordered determinants (6.29) appears in [290]. The number of 
hexads of bitangents with contact points on a cubic curve was first computed 
by O. Hesse [290] and by G. Salmon [490]. 

The equation of a quartic as a quadratic determinant appeared first in Pliicker 
[444], p . 228, and in Hesse [291], §10, [292]. Both of them knew that it can 
be done in 63 different ways. Hesse also proves that the 12 lines of a Steiner 
complex, consider as points in the dual plane, lie on a cubic. More details 
appear in Roth's paper [479] and later, in Coble's book [120]. 

The relationship between bitangents of a plane quartic and seven points in 
the dual projective plane was first discovered by S. Aronhold [12]. The fact 
that Hesse's construction and Aronhold' construction are equivalent via the 
projection from one point of a Cayley octad was first noticed by A. Dixon 
[170]. 

The relation of bitangents to theta functions with odd characteristics goes 
back to B. Riemann [469] and H. Weber [592] and was developed later by 
A. Clebsch [107] and G. Frobenius [227], [229]. In particular, Frobenius had 
found a relationship between the sets of seven points or Cayley octads with 
theta functions of genus 3. Coble's book [120] has a nice exposition of Frobe- 
nius's work. The equations of bitangents presented in Theorem 6.1.9 were first 
found by Riemann, with more details explained by H. Weber. A modern treat- 
ment of the theory of theta functions in genus 3 can be found in many papers. 
We refer to [234], [248] and the references there. 

The theory of covariants and contravariants of plane quartics was initiated by 
A. Clebsch in his fundamental paper about plane quartic curves [104]. In this 
paper he introduces his covariant quartic <£(C) and the catalecticant invariant. 
He showed that the catalecticant vanishes if and only if the curve admits an 
apolar conic. Much later G. Scorza [508] proved that the rational map S on the 
space of quartics is of degree 36 and related this number with the number of 
even theta characteristics. The interpretation of the apolar conic of a Clebsch 
quartic as the parameter space of inscribed pentagons was given by G. Liiroth 
[370]. In this paper (the first issue of Mathematische Annalen), he introduced 
the quartics that now bear his name. Darboux curves were first introduced by 
G. Darboux in [155]. They got a modern incarnation in a paper of W. Barth 
[24], where it was shown that the curves of jumping lines of a rank 2 vector 
bundle with trivial determinant is a Darboux curve. The modern exposition 
of works of F. Morley [391] and H. Bateman [28] on the geometry of Liiroth 
quartics can be found in papers of G. Ottaviani and E. Sernesi [418], [420], 
[421]. 

The groups of automorphisms of nonsingular plane quartic curves were clas- 
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sified by S. Kantor [326] and A. Wiman [599]. The first two curves from our 
table were studied earlier by F. Klein [337] and W. Dyck [196]. Of course, the 
Klein curve is the most famous of those and appears often in modern literature 
(see, for example, [532]). 

The classical literature about plane quartics is enormous. We refer to Ciani's 
paper [97] for a nice survey of classical results, as well as to his own contribu- 
tions to the study of plane quartics which are assembled in [99]. Other surveys 
can be found in [430] and [214]. 
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7.1 Homaloidal linear systems 

7.1.1 Linear systems and their base schemes 

Recall that a rational map f : X — > Y of algebraic varieties over a field K 
is a regular map defined on a dense open Zariski subset U C X. The largest 
such set to which / can be extended as a regular map is denoted by dom(/). 
A point x £ dom(/) is called an indeterminacy point. Two rational maps 
are considered to be equivalent if their restrictions to an open dense subset 
coincide. A rational map is called dominant if / : dom(/) — > Y is a dominant 
regular map, i.e. the image is dense in Y. Algebraic varieties form a category 
with morphisms taken to be equivalence classes of dominant rational maps. 

From now on we restrict ourselves to rational maps of irreducible varieties 
over C. We use / d to denote the restriction of / to dom(/), or to any open sub- 
set of dom(/). A dominant map / d : dom(/) — ► Y defines a homomorphism 
of the fields of rational functions /* : R(Y) — > R(X). Conversely, any homo- 
morphism R(Y) — ► R(X) arises from a unique equivalence class of dominant 
rational maps X ---» Y. If /* makes R(X) a finite extension of R(Y), then 
the degree of the extension is the degree of /. A rational map of degree 1 is 
called a birational map. It cam also be defined as an invertible rational map. 

We will further assume that X is a smooth projective variety. It follows 
that the complement of dom(/) is of codimension > 2. A rational map / : 
X — - > Y is defined by a linear system. Namely, we embed Y in a projec- 
tive space P r by a complete linear system \V'\ := \H°(Y, C')\. Its divisors 
are hyperplane sections of Y. The invertible sheaf f£C on dom(/) can be 
extended to a unique invertible sheaf L on all of X. Also we can extend the 
sections f£(s),s € V, to sections of C on all of X. The obtained homo- 
morphism /* : V' — > H°(X, C) is injective and its image is a linear subspace 
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V C H°(X, C). The associated projective space \V\ C \C\ is the linear system 
defining a morphism : dom(/) — » Y <^-> P r . 

The rational map / is given in the usual way. Evaluating sections of V at a 
point, we get a map dom(/) — > P(V) and,, by restriction, the map dom(/) — > 
P(V), which factors through the map Y <^-> P(V'). A choice of a basis 
(so, . . . , s r ) in V and a basis in V defines a rational map / : X — > Y C P r . 
It is given by the formula 

a; i ^ [s (», . . .,s r (x)]. 

For any rational map f : X —+ Y and any closed reduced subvariety Z of 

Y we denote by f~ 1 (Z) the closure of / d ~ 1 (Z) in X. It is called the inverse 
transform of Z under the rational map /. Thus the divisors from |V| are the 
inverse transforms of hyperplane sections of Y in the embedding i : Y <^-> P r . 
More generally, this defines the inverse transform of any linear system on Y. 

Let £ be a line bundle and V C H°(X, C). Consider the natural evaluation 
map of sheaves 

ev : V <g> Ox C 

defined by restricting global sections to stalks of C. It is equivalent to a map 

ev : -» O x 

whose image is a sheaf of ideals in Ox- This sheaf of ideals is denoted b(| V\) 
and is called the base ideal of the linear system |V|. The closed subscheme 
Bs(|Y|) of X defined by this ideal is called the base scheme of |V|. The re- 
duced scheme is called the base locus. In classical terminology, the base locus 
is the F-locus; its points are called fundamental points. We have 

Bs(|V|) = n De \ v \D = D n...nD r (scheme- theoretically), 

where D , . . . , D r are the divisors of sections forming a basis of V. The 
largest positive divisor F contained in all divisors from |V| (equivalently, in 
the divisors Do, ... , D r ) is called the fixed component of | V\. The linear sys- 
tem without fixed component is sometimes called irreducible. Each irreducible 
component of its base scheme is of codimension > 2. 

If F = div(so) for some s € Ox(F), then the multiplication by s defines 
an injective map C(—F) — > L. The associated linear map H°(X, C(—F)) — > 
H°(X, C) defines an isomorphism from a subspace W of H°(X, £(—F)) onto 
V. The linear system | W\ C |£(— F) | is irreducible and defines a rational map 
/' : X — » P(W) ^P(Y). 

The linear system is called base-point-free, or simply /ree if its base scheme 
is empty, i.e. b(|Y|) = Ox- The proper transform of such a system under a 
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rational map is an irreducible linear system. In particular, the linear system \ V\ 
defining a rational map X --■> Y as described in above, is always irreducible. 
Here are some simple properties of the base scheme of a linear system. 

(i) \V\ C \>C®b(\V\)\ := \H°(X,b(\V\)®L)\. 

(ii) Let cf> : X' -> X be a regular map, and V = </>*(V) C if°(X', 0*£). Then 
^(bdV])) = b(/- 1 (l^l))- Recall that, for any ideal sheaf a C O x , its 
inverse image </> _1 (a) is defined to be the image of 4>*(a) = a ®o x ®X' m 
Ox r under the canonical multiplication map. 

(iii) If b(|F|) is an invertible ideal (i.e. isomorphic to Ox(— F) for some effec- 
tive divisor F), then dom(/) = X and / is defined by the linear system 

m-p)\. 

(iv) If dom(/) = X, then b{\V\) is an invertible sheaf and Bs(|V|) = 0. 

7.1.2 Resolution of a rational map 

Definition 7.1.1 A resolution of a rational map f : X —■* Y of projective 
varieties is a pair of regular projective morphisms ir : X' — ► X and a : X' — * 
Y such that f = a o ir^ 1 and ir is an isomorphism over dom(/): 

X 1 (7.1) 




We say that a resolution is smooth (normal) if X' is smooth (normal). 

Let Z — V(a) be the closed subscheme of a scheme X defined by an ideal 
sheaf a C Ox ■ We denote by 

oo 

a: Bl x (Z) = Proj 0a^I 

fc=0 

the blow-up of Z (see [281], Chapter II, §7). We will also use the notation 
Blx(d) for the blow up of V(a). The invertible sheaf a^ 1 (a) is isomorphic to 
Obi x (z)(~E), where E is the uniquely defined effective divisor on Blx(Z)- 
We call E the exceptional divisor of a. Any birational morphism u : X' — > X 
such that u _1 (a) is an invertible sheaf of ideals factors through the blow-up 
of a. This property uniquely determines the blow-up, up to isomorphism. The 
morphism u is isomorphic to the morphism B\x(Z') — * X for some closed 
subscheme Z' C Z. The exceptional divisor of this morphism contains the 
preimage of the exceptional divisor of a. For any closed subscheme i : Y 
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X, the blow-up of the ideal i _1 (a) in Y is isomorphic to a closed subscheme of 
Blx (Z), called the proper transform of Y under the blow-up. Set-theoretically, 
it is equal to the closure of cr~ 1 (y \Yf)Z) in B\x(Z). In particular, it is empty 
if Y C Z. 

Let v : BI^-(Z) — > X denote the normalization of the blow-up Bljf (Z) and 
E + be the scheme-theoretical inverse image of the exceptional divisor. It is the 
exceptional divisor of v. We have 

*.0 BI + (z) (-i5 + ) = 6, 

where a denotes the integral closure of the ideal sheaf a (see [353], II, 9.6). A 
local definition of the integral closure of an ideal / in an integral domain A is 
the set of elements x in the fraction field of A such that x n + aix™ -1 + ■ ■ • + 
a n = for some n > and at € I k (pay attention to the power of / here). 
If E + — TiEi, considered as a Weil divisor, then locally elements in a are 
functions tj> such that ord^ (y*(<f>)) > for all i. 

An ideal sheaf a is called integrally closed (or complete) if a = o. We have 
Bl£(Z) = BI X (Z) if and only a m is integrally closed for to > 0. If X is 
nonsingular, and dimX = 2, then to = 1 suffices [605], Appendix 5. 

Proposition 7.1.2 Let f : X — -» Y be a rational map of irreducible varieties 
defined by a linear system \V\ with base ideal b. Let ix : B\x(b) — > X be the 
blow-up scheme ofb. Then there exists a unique regular map a : Blx(b) — * Y 
such that (tt, a) is a resolution of f. For any resolution (jr', a') of f there exists 
a unique morphism a : X' — > Blx(b) such that it' — tt o a, a' = a o a. 

Proof By properties (ii) and (iii) from above, the linear system 7r _1 (|y|) = 
\tt*(C) ® n~ 1 (b) | defines a regular map a : Blx(b) — > Y, It follows from the 
definition of maps defined by linear systems that / = a o ir^ 1 . For any res- 
olution, (X' , tt', a') of /, the base scheme of the inverse transform 7r _1 (|y|) 
on X' is equal to 7r~ 1 (b). The morphism a' is defined by the linear system 
7r' _1 (|T^|) and hence its base sheaf is invertible. This implies that tt' factors 
through the blow-up of Bs (| V\) . □ 

Note that we also obtain that the exceptional divisor of tt' is equal to the 
preimage of the exceptional divisor of the blow-up of Bs(|V^|). 

Theorem 7.1.3 Assume that f : X — -> Y is a birational map of normal pro- 
jective varieties and f is given by a linear system \ V\ C \C \ equal to the inverse 
transform of a very ample complete linear system \C'\ on Y. Let (X' ', tt, a) be 
a resolution of f and let E be the exceptional divisor of it. Then the canonical 
map 

V^H°(X',tt*L(-E)) 



7.1 Homaloidal linear systems 



315 



is an isomorphism. 

Proof Set b = b(\V\). We have natural maps 

V -» H°(X, £®b)^ H°(X', ir*£ <g) tt" 1 ^)) 

H°(X',(tt*C)(-E)) H (X',a*O Y (l)) * H {Y,a„<7* £') 

=> H°(Y,£ ®<t*O x >) % H°(Y,C). 

Here we used the Main Zariski Theorem that asserts that cr*Ox' — Oy be- 
cause a is a birational morphism and Y is normal [281], Chapter III, Corollary 
1 1 .4. By definition of the linear system defining /, the composition of all these 
maps is a bijection. Since each map here is injective, we obtain that all the maps 
are bijective. One of the compositions is our map V — > H°(X', ir*£( — E)), 
hence it is bijective. □ 

Corollary 7.1.4 Assume, additionally, that the resolution {X, it, a) is nor- 
mal. Then the natural maps 

V -> H°{X, £ ® b(\V\)) -» H°(X', n*(£)(-E)) -> H°(X, £ ® 

are bijective. 

We apply Theorem 7.1.3 to the case when / : P™ — » P" is a birational 
map, a Cremona transformation. In this case £ = Op™(d) for some d > 1, 
called the (algebraic) degree of the Cremona transformation /. We take \£'\ = 
|0pn(l)|. The linear system |V| = |6(|V|)(<i)| defining a Cremona transfor- 
mation is called a homaloidal linear system. Classically, members of |V| were 
called homaloids. More generally, a k-homaloid is a proper transform of a k- 
dimensional linear subspace in the target space. They were classically called 
<f>-curves, <f>-surfaces, etc. 

Proposition 7.1.5 

H l (F n ,£®b(\V\)) = 0. 

Proof Let (X, tt, er) be the resolution of / defined by the normalization of 
the blow-up of Bs(7ix)- Let E be the exceptional divisor of it : X — > P™. We 
know that tt*(it* £(-E)) = £® b(\V\) and n*£(-E) = cr*O pn (l). The low 
degree exact sequence defined by the Leray spectral sequence, together with 
the projection formula, gives an exact sequence 

-> ff 1 (P n ,0 P n(l)) - ^(X.cr'Opnfl)) -» fl ^, fl 1 CT,Ox'®Op»(l)). 

(7.2) 
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Let v : X' — > X be a resolution of singularities of X. Then, we have the 
spectral sequence 

E'P q = R p a,(R q iy,0 X ') => R p+q {Tr o 
It gives the exact sequence 

^.(i/.Ojc) -»■ Rl ( )*O x > -> ir*R l v*O x >- 

Since X is normal, !/,0x' = Ox- Since the composition n o : X' — > P™ 
is a birational morphism of nonsingular varieties, i? 1 (7r o v)*Ox' = 0. This 
shows that 

flVKOjp) = 0. 
Together with vanishing of i? 1 (P n , O pn (1)), (7.2) implies that 

H 1 (X,n*(£)(-E)) = 0. 
It remains for us to use that the canonical map 

H\¥ n ,C^ HW)) = H\V n ^^n*{C){~E))) -> tt* (£)(-£)) 

is injective (use Cech cohomology, or the Leray spectral sequence). □ 
Using the exact sequence 

-> b(H x ) -» Op- -» CV»/b(Wx) -» 0, 

and tensoring it by CV« (rf) , we obtain the following result, classically known 
as the Postulation formula. 

Corollary 7.1.6 Let \V\ be a homaloidal linear system. Then 
h°(O v(Im) (d)) = -n-1. 

7.1.3 The graph of a Cremona transformation 

We define the graph Tf of a rational map / : X - — » 7 as the closure in 
X xY of the graph T / d of /a : dom(/) — > y. Clearly, the graph, together with 
its projections to X and Y, defines a resolution of the rational map /. 

By the universal property of the graph, we obtain that, for any resolution 
(X',TT,a) of /, the map (tt,<j) : X' — > X x y factors through the closed 
embedding T/ ^ X x Y . Thus the first projection Tf — ► X has the univer- 
sal property for morphisms which invert b(|V|), hence it is isomorphic to the 
blow-up scheme BI X (J>((|V|)). 

Let us consider the case of a Cremona transformation / : P" — ■» P". If 



7.1 Homaloidal linear systems 



317 



(F 0} . . . , F n ) is a basis of V defining the homaloidal linear system, then the 
graph is a closed subscheme of P™ x P" which is an irreducible component of 
the closure of the subvariety of dom(/) x P" defined by 2 x 2-minors of the 
matrix 

fF Q {x) F 1 {x) ... F n (x)\ 

V yo yi ■■■ y n J ' 

where x = (t , . . . , t n ) are projective coordinates in the first factor, and y = 
(yo, . . . , y n ) are projective coordinates in the second factor. 

In the usual way, the graph T f defines the linear maps of cohomology 

f* k : tf 2fe (P",Z) ff 2fe (P",Z), 7 i * [WiUFf] n (pr 2 )*(7)), 

where pr 4 : P" xP"^f are the projection maps. Since H 2k (P n , Z) = Z, 
these maps are defined by some numbers dk, the vector (do, . . . , d n ) is called 
the multidegree of /. In more details, we write the cohomology class [T f] in 

H*(F n xP",Z) as 

n 

[r / ] = £d i ^- fc , 

fc=0 

where hi — pr* (h) and h is the class of a hyperplane in P™. Then 

/^ fe ) = (pr^Qr/D • (pr;(ft fc )) - (p ri ),(4^) = 4^ fc . 

The multidegree vector has a simple interpretation. The number dk is equal 
to the degree of the proper transform under / of a general linear subspace of 
codimension k in P™. Since / is birational, do = d n = 1. Also di = d is the 
algebraic degree of /. Inverting /, we obtain that 

T f -r=f f , 

where f j is the image of T / under the self-map of P" x P™ that switches the 
factors. In particular, we see that (d r ,d r -i, . . . , do) is the multidegree of/ -1 . 

In the case when / is a birational map, we have do = d n = 1. We shorten 
the definition by saying that the multidegree of a Cremona transformation is 
equal to (di,. . . ,rf„_i). 

The next result due to L. Cremona puts some restrictions on the multidegree 
of a Cremona transformation. 

Proposition 7.1.7 (Cremona's inequalities) For any n > i, j > 0, 

1 ^ di-^-j ^ didj 7 d n ^{—j dji—idji—j. 
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Proof It is enough to prove the first inequality. The second one follows from 
the first one by considering the inverse transformation. Write a general linear 
subspace Li + j of codimension i + j as the intersection of a general linear 
subspace Li of codimension i and a general linear subspace Lj of codimension 
j. Then, we have is an irreducible component of the intersection 

n f^iLj). By Bezout's Theorem, 

d i+j = deg/" 1 ^) < deg/- 1 (L i )dfig/- 1 (L J -) = d t d r 

□ 

Remark 7.1.8 There are more conditions on the multidegree which follow 
from the irreducibility of V j . For example, by using the Hodge type inequality 
(see [353], Corollary 1.6.3), we get the inequality 

dj > di-id i+1 (7.4) 

for the multidegree of a Cremona transformation /. For example, if n — 3, the 
only nontrivial inequality following from the Cremona inequalities is do<fe = 
di < df, and this is the same as the Hodge-type inequality. However, if n = 4, 
we get new inequalities besides the Cremona ones. For example, (1, 2, 3, 5, 1) 
satisfies the Cremona inequalities, but does not satisfy the Hodge type inequal- 
ity. 

The following are natural questions related to the classification of possible 
multidegrees of Cremona transformations. 

• Let (1, d\, . . . , d n _i, 1) be a sequence of integers satisfying the Cremona 
inequalities and the Hodge-type inequalities: Does there exist an irreducible 
reduced close subvariety T of P" x P™ with [r] = £ d k h'[h^ k l 

• What are the components of the Hilbert scheme of this class containing an 
integral scheme? 

Note that any irreducible reduced closed subvariety of P n x P" with multide- 
gree (1, d\, . . . , 1) is realized as the graph of a Cremona transformation. 

7.1.4 F-locus and P-locus 

The F-locus of a Cremona transformation / is the base locus of the linear sys- 
tem defining /. Its points are called the fundamental points or indeterminacy 
points (F-points, in classical language). 

The P-locus of / is the union of irreducible hypersurfaces that are blown 
down to subvarieties of codimension > 2. One can make this more precise and 
also give it a scheme-theoretical structure. 
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Let (X, 7r, a) be any normal resolution of a Cremona transformation / : 
pn __ 4 pn gj ven by a homaloidal linear system |V|. The morphism 7r factors 
through the blow-up B(f) of the integral closure of b(|V|). The morphism a 
factors through the blow-up B(f~ 1 ) of the integral closure of the base ideal 
of the inverse transformation So we have a commutative diagram, as fol- 
lows. 



X 




Let E = J2iei r i^i be tne exceptional divisor of v : B(f) — > P™ and let 
F = J2 je ,r m 3 F i be the exceptional divisor of v' : B(f- 1 ) -> P". Let J' be 
the largest subset of J such that the proper transform of Fj, j e J', in X is 
not equal to the proper transform of some Ei in X. The image of the divisor 
J2j£j> Fj under the composition map B(f~ 1 ) — > T^ ^4 P™ is classically 
known as the P -locus of /. It is a hypersurface in the source P™. The image 
of any irreducible component of the P-locus is blown down under / (after we 
restrict ourselves to dom(/)) to an irreducible component of the base locus of 

r 1 . 

Let / be given by homogeneous polynomials (F , . .. ,F n ). The same col- 
lection of polynomials defines a regular map / : C™ +1 — » C™ +1 . Then the 
P-locus is the image in P™ of the locus of critical points of /. It is equal to the 
set of zeros of the determinant of the Jacobian matrix of / 

V Olj ! i,j=0,...,n 

So we expect that the P-locus is a hypersurface of degree (d — l) n+1 . Some 
of its components may enter with multiplicities. 

Example 7. 1 .9 Consider the standard quadratic transformation given by 

T st : [t ,hM [tit 2 ,to*2,*oti]. (7-5) 
It has three fundamental points pi = [l,0,0],p2 = [0, 1,0], P3 = [0,0,1]. The 
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Figure 7. 1 A resolution of T st 



P-locus is the union of three coordinate lines V(ti). The Jacobian matrix is 



Its determinant is equal to 2tot\t2. We may take X = B\p 2 {{Pi,P2,P3}) 
as a smooth resolution of T st (see Figure 7.1). Let E\,E2, £3 be the excep- 
tional divisors over the fundamental points pi,P2,P3, and let Li, i — 1,2, 3, 
be the proper transform of the coordinate lines V(to),V(ti),V(t 2 ), respec- 
tively. Then the morphism a : X —* P 2 blows down Li,L2,L% to the points 
Pi,P2,P3, respectively. Note that T^ 1 = T st , so there is no surprise here. Re- 
call that the blow-up of a closed subscheme is defined uniquely only up to an 
isomorphism. The isomorphism r between the blow-ups of the base scheme of 
T st and T^ 1 that sends Ei to Li is a lift of the Cremona transformation . 
The surface A" is a del Pezzo surface of degree 6, a toric Fano variety of di- 
mension 2. We will study such surfaces in the next Chapter. The complement 
of the open torus orbit is the hexagon of lines E\, E2, £3, L\, L2, £3 inter- 
secting each other as in the picture. We call them lines because they become 
lines in the embedding X <—* P 6 given by the anticanonical linear system. The 
automorphism t of the surface is the extension of the inversion automorphism 
z — > z^ 1 of the open torus orbit to the whole surface. It defines the symmetry 
of the hexagon which exchanges its opposite sides. 




Now let us consider the first degenerate standard quadratic transformation 
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given by 

r; t : [t ,ti,t 2 ] ^> [^,t ti,to*2]. (7.6) 

It has two fundamental points p\ = [1,0, 0] and p 2 = [0, 1,0]. The P-locus 
consists of the line V(t ) blown down to the point p\ and the line V(t 2 ) blown 
down to the point p 2 . 
The Jacobian matrix is 

/0 2t 2 \ 
J = ii to . 

\*2 to J 

Its determinant is equal to —2tot 2 . Thus the line V(t 2 ) enters with multi- 
plicity 2. Let us see what is the resolution in this case. The base scheme 
is smooth at p\ and locally isomorphic to V(y 2 ,x) at the point p 2 , where 
y = t 2 /ti,x = to/t\. The blow-up B(f) is singular over p 2 with the sin- 
gular point p' 2 corresponding to the tangent direction to = 0. The singular 
point is locally isomorphic to the singularity of the surface V(uv + w 2 ) C C 3 
(a singularity of type A\, see Example 1.2.3). Thus the exceptional divisor of 
B(f) — » P 2 is the sum of two irreducible components E\ and E 2 , both iso- 
morphic to P 1 , with the singular point p' 2 lying on E\ (see also Figure 7.2). 
The exceptional divisor of B(f) = B{f~ 1 ) — > P 2 is the union of two compo- 
nents, the proper transform L\ of the line V(t\) and the proper transform L 2 of 
the line V(to). When we blow-up p' 2 , we get a smooth resolution X of /. The 
exceptional divisor of it : X — > P 2 is the union of the proper transforms of E\ 
and E 2 on X and the exceptional divisor E[ of the blow-up X — > £?(/). The 
exceptional divisor of a : X — > P 2 is the union of the proper transforms of Li 
and L 2 on X and the exceptional divisor E[. Note that the proper transforms 
of Ei,E 2 and Li 7 L 2 are (— l)-curves and the curve E[ is a (— 2)-curve. 1 

Finally, we can consider the second degenerate standard quadratic transfor- 
mation given by the formula 

T s " : [to,h,t 2 ] [t|- t *i,*i,*i*2]. (7-7) 

Its unique base point is p\ = [1,0,0]. In affine coordinates x = t\/to,y = 
t 2 /to, the base ideal is (x 2 , xy, y 2 — x) = (y 3 , x — y 2 ). The blow-up of this 
ideal is singular. It has a singular point p[ locally isomorphic to the singular 
point of the affine surface V(uv + w 3 ) in C 3 (an A 2 -singularity, see Example 
1.2.3). The P-locus consists of one line t\ = 0. A smooth resolution of the 
transformation is obtained by blowing up twice the singular point. The excep- 
tional divisor of the morphism tt : X — > P 2 consists of three curves E, E' , E", 

1 A (— n)-curve is a smooth rational curve with self-intersection — n. 
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L 2 



-1 



E 2 



Figure 7.2 A resolution of T s ' t 




Figure 7.3 A resolution of T s ' 



where E is the proper transform of the exceptional divisor of B\ P 2(pi) — > P 2 
and E' + E" is the exceptional divisor of the resolution of the singularity p' v 
The self-intersections of the exceptional curves are indicated on Figure 7.3. 

Here L denotes the proper transform of the line V(ti). The Jacobian matrix 
of transformation T s ' t ' is equal to 



-tl 


-to 


2t 2 













ti 


ti 



Its determinant is equal to — 2t\. So the P-locus consists of one line V(t\) 
taken with multiplicity 3. 
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7.1.5 Computation of the multidegree 

The multidegree {di , . . . , d n - i ) of a Cremona transformation can be computed 
using the intersection theory on algebraic varieties (see [230], [281], Appendix 
A). For any closed subscheme Z of a scheme X of finite type over a field, the 
theory assigns the Segre class s(Z, X) in the Chow group A* (X) of algebraic 
cycles on X. 

One of the most frequently used properties of the Segre classes is the fol- 
lowing one. Let 7r : X = B>\ X (Z) — > X be the blow-up of X and E be the 
exceptional divisor. Then 

S (z,x) = j2(-iy- 1 Mim, (7.8) 

where 7r* : A*(X) — > A*(X) is the push-forward homomorphism. 

The Segre classes are notoriously difficult to compute. However, in the spe- 
cial case when the embedding j : Z =— > X is a regular embedding with locally 
free normal sheaf Afz/x, they can be expressed in terms of the Chern classes 
of the normal sheaf Nz/x- We have 

s(Z,X) = c(Af z/x )-\ 

where c(£) — c i(£) denote the total Chern class of a locally free sheaf £ . 

In the case of a regular embedding, Chern classes of J\f z i x are computed by 
using the standard exact sequence of the sheaves of differentials 

-> lz/1% -» j*Q x -^n z ^0. (7.9) 

By definition, the normal sheaf Mzix is {3-z/IzY ■ We have 

c(M z/x )=fc((n x y)/c(n z ). (7.io) 

For example, when Z is a point on a smooth rt-dimensional variety X, we 
have s(Z,X) = [Z] e A (X). Formula (7.8) gives 

[E] n = (-l) n_1 . (7.11) 

Of course, this can be computed without using Segre classes. We embed X in 
a projective space, take a smooth hyperplane section passing through the 
point Z. Its full transform on Blx (Z) is equal to the union of E and the proper 
transform H intersecting E along a hyperplane L inside E identified with 
P™ -1 . Replacing H with another hyperplane H' not passing through Z, we 
obtain 

[H 1 ] ■ [E] = [H a + E] ■ [E] - e + [E] 2 = 0, 
where e is the class of a hyperplane in E. Thus [E] 2 = — e. This of course 
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agrees with the general theory. The line bundle 0(1) on the blow-up is iso- 
morphic to 0{—E). The normal sheaf Oe{E) is isomorphic Oe{— 1)- 
We also have [H ] ■ [E] 2 = -[H ] ■ e = -e 2 , hence 

= [E] 2 ■ [H'\ = [E] 2 ■ [H + E] = [E] 2 ■ [H ] + [E] 3 

gives [E] 3 = e 3 . Continuing in this way, we find 

[E] k = {-l) n - 1 e k . (7.12) 

Another easy case is when we take X = P™ and Z be a linear subspace of 
codimension k > 1. We denote by h the class of a hyperplane section in P™. 
Since Z is a complete intersection of k hyperplanes, 

Myp» =O z (\f>\ 

hence 

1 11 ( k 1 1 ^ — 

« = W = R(il-.= N ; G-,)(-kr-'«- 

m=k— 1 

(note that h l = 0,i > dim F = n — fc). In particular, we obtain 

[E] n = { _ 1) k-l ( n-ly (?13) 

For example, the self-intersection of the exceptional divisor of the blow-up of 
a line in P" is equal to (— l)"(n — 1). 

Let us apply the intersection theory to compute the multidegree of a Cre- 
mona transformation. 

Let (X, ir, a) be a resolution of a Cremona transformation / : P™ ---» P™. 
Consider the map v = (tt, ct) : X -» P" x P™. We have = [T/], and, 

by the projection formula, 

z,*(^/.r fe ) n [X] = [r>] • (h\h n 2 - k ) = d k . 

Let s(Z, P") e A* (Z) be the Segre class of a closed subscheme of P". We 
write its image in A t (¥ n ) under the canonical map : A*(Z) — > A*(P n ) in 
the form ^ s(Z, P™) m ft™~"\ where /i is the class of a hyperplane. 

Proposition 7.1.10 Let (d ,di, . . . ,d n ) be the multidegree of a Cremona 
transformation. Let (X, n, a) be its resolution and Z be the closed subscheme 
of¥ n such that tt : X — > P n is the blow-up of a closed subscheme Z of¥ n . 
Then 

k 

d k =d k -Y / d k - t (1)s(Z,¥ n ) n _ l . 
»=i 
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Proof We know that a* Op- (1) = ir*Opn(d)(—E) = X '{dH - E), where 
Ox{H) = 7r*Opn(l) and E 1 is the exceptional divisor of 7T. We have /i = 
Ci(Opn(l)) for each copy of P". Thus 



fc 

d k = w^dH - E] k ■ h n ~ k = £((-l) i d fc_i (*)7r.([fl] fc - < • [E] 1 )) • ft""' 

i=0 



fc fc 

i=0 i=0 

fc fc 

i=l i=l 

□ 

Example 7.1.11 Assume Z is a smooth connected subscheme of P". A Cre- 
mona transformation with a smooth connected base scheme is called special 
Cremona transformation. There are no such transformations in the plane and 
they are rather rare in higher-dimensional spaces and maybe classifiable. We 
start from 1 -dimensional base schemes. In this case, (7.10) gives 

c 1 (N z/P ~)=fc 1 ((n^y)-c 1 ((n 1 z y) = (n + l)dcgZ + 2g~2, 

where g is the genus of Z. Thus s{Z, P") = deg Zh-{{n+l) deg Z + 2g - 
2) [point]. We have 

d n = d n - dndegZ + (n + 1) degZ + 2g - 2 = 1, (7.14) 
d n -i = <T- 1 -dBgC, (7.15) 
d k = d k , fc = 0,...,n-2. (7.16) 

To get a Cremona transformation, we must have d n = 1. Let n — 3. One uses 
the postulation formula and Riemann-Roch on Z to obtain 

h°(O z (d))= ( d + 3 ) - 4 = ddegC+l- 3 . 

Together with the previous equality d 3 — 3d deg Z + 4 deg Z + 2<? — 2 = 1 , this 
easily gives d < 3, and then deg Z = 6, g = 3. This is an example of a bilinear 
cubo-cubic transformation, which we will discuss later in this Chapter. 

If n = 4, g = l,dcgC = 5,d = 2, the formula gives ^3 = 1. This 
transformation is given by the homaloidal linear system of quadrics with base 
scheme equal to an elliptic curve of degree 5. The multidegree must be equal to 
(2, 4, 3). This is an example of a quadro-cubic transformation in P 4 discussed 



326 



Cremona transformations 



in Semple and Roth's book [524]. It turns out that these two cases are the only 
possible cases with dimZ = 1 (see [137], Theorem 2.2). 

In the same paper [137], Theorem 3.3, one can find the classification in the 
case dim Z = 2. 

Theorem 7.1.12 A Cremona transformation with 2-dimensional smooth con- 
nected base scheme Z is one of the following: 

(i) n = 4, d = 3, Z is an elliptic scroll of degree 5, the base scheme of the 
inverse of the quadro-cubic transformation from above; 

(ii) n — 4. d — 4, Z is a determinantal variety of degree 10 given by 
4 x A-minors of a 4 x b-matrix of linear forms (a bilinear transformation, 
see later); 

(Hi) n = 5,d = 2, Z is a Veronese surface; 

(iv) n = 6, d = 2, Z is an elliptic scroll of degree 7; 

(v) n = 6,d = 2, Z is an octavic surface, the image of the projective 
plane under a rational map given by the linear system of quartics through 
eight points. 

In cases (ii) and (iii) the inverse transformation is similar, with isomorphic 
base scheme. 

Example 7.1.13 There is no classification for higher-dimensional Z. How- 
ever, we have the following nice results of L. Ein and N. Shepherd-Barron 
[206]. 

Recall that a Severi-Zak variety is a closed a subvariety Z of P" of dimen- 
sion ^(2n — 4) such that the secant variety is a proper subvariety of P n+1 . All 
such varieties are classified by F. Zak (see [352]). The list is as follows: 

(i) Z is a Veronese surface in P 5 ; 

(ii) Z is the Grassmann variety Gi(P 5 ) embedded in the Plucker space 

pl4. 

(iii) Z is the Severi variety s(P 2 x P 2 ) c P 8 ; 

(iv) Z is the E§ -variety, a 16-dimensional homogeneous variety in P 26 . 

In all these cases the secant variety of the Severi variety Z is a cubic hyper- 
surface X with the singular locus equal to Z. 

A theorem of Ein and Shepherd-Barron asserts that a simple Cremona trans- 
formation T : P" — -> P™ with base scheme of codimension 2 of degree 2 
equal to the degree of T _1 is given by the linear system of the first polars of 
the cubic hypersurface X. 
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7.2 First examples 

7.2.1 Quadro-quadratic transformations 

Let us show that any vector (2, . . . , 2) is realized as the multidegree of a Cre- 
mona transformation. For n — 2, we can take the homaloidal linear system 
of conies through three non-collinear points. We can view a pair of the funda- 
mental points as a O-dimensional quadric in the line spanned by these points. 
This admits an immediate generalization to higher-dimensional spaces. 

Consider the linear system of quadrics in P" containing a fixed smooth 
quadric Q of dimension n — 2. It maps P™ to a quadric Q in P n+1 . We may 
choose coordinates such that 

Q = V(z )nV(J2zf), 

i=l 

so that the hyperplane H = V(zo) is the linear span of Q - Then the linear 
system is spanned by the quadrics V(%2 zf), V(zoZi), i = 0, . . . , n. It maps the 
blow-up Blpn (Qo) to the quadric Q in P™+ 1 with equation tot n +\ — X^iLi = 
0. The rational map g : P™ — > Q defined by a choice of a basis of the linear 
system, can be given by the formula 

n 

[to, ■ ■ • , t n ] i > f?, toil, ■•• j *o*n)*o]- 

i=l 

Observe that the image of H is equal to the point a = [1 , 0, . . . , 0] . The inverse 
of g is the projection map 

Pa \ Q — > P", [Z , • • • , Zn+l] -» [zo, ■■■,z n ] 

from the point a. It blows down the hyperplane V(z n+ i) C P" +1 to the 
quadric Qo. Now consider the projection map p : Q ---» P™ from a point 
b ^ a not lying in the hyperplane V(t n +\). Note that this hyperplane is equal 
to the embedded tangent hyperplane T a (Q) of Q at the point a. The compo- 
sition / = Pb ° Pa 1 °f me two rational maps is a quadratic transformation 
defined by the homaloidal linear system of quadrics with the base locus equal 
to the union of Q and the point p a (b). If we choose b = [0, . . . , 0, 1] so that 
p a (b) = [1, 0, . . . , 0], then the Cremona transformation / : P" — -> P" can be 
given by the formula 

n 

[t ,...,t n ] i ^ [Y^tjMh, . . . ,totn]- (7.17) 

i=l 

Note that / _1 = p a o p^ 1 must be given by similar quadratic polynomials. 
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So the degree of f^ 1 is equal to 2. This is the reason for the name quadro- 
quadratic transformation. 

For example, if n = 2, if we rewrite the equation of Qo in the form zq = 
Z1Z2 = and obtain the formula (7.5) for the standard quadratic transforma- 
tion. 

Let us compute the multidegree. For any general linear subspace L of codi- 
mension k > 0, its preimage under the projection pj, : Q — * P" is the inter- 
section of Q with the subspace L' = (L, b) spanned by L' and b. It is a quadric 
in this subspace. Since the point a does not belong to L', the projection of this 
quadric from the point a is a quadric in the projection of L' from the same 
point. Thus dk = 2. This shows that the multidegree of the transformation is 
equal to (2, ...,2). 

Let us consider some degenerations of the transformation given by (7.17). 
Let us take two nonsingular points a, b on an arbitrary irreducible quadric Q C 
pn+i yj e assume that b does not lie in the intersection of Q with the embedded 
tangent space T a (Q) of Q at a. Let / = p a o p^ 1 . The projection p a blows 
down the intersection T a (Q) n Q to a quadric Qo m the hyperplane H = 
PaC^a(Q))- If r — rank Q (i.e. n + 1 — r is the dimension of the singular 
locus of Q), then rank Q n T a (Q) = r — 1. Its singular locus is spanned by 
the singular locus of Q and the point a. The projection Qo of Q D T a (Q) is a 
quadric with singular locus of dimension n + 1 — r, thus, it is a quadric of rank 
equal to n — 1 — (n + 1 — r) = r — 2 in H. The inverse transformation p^ 1 : 
P™ — » Q is given by the linear system of quadrics in P™ which pass through 
Qo- So, taking a = [1, 0, . . . , 0] and b = [0, . . . , 0, 1] as in the nondegenerate 
case, we obtain that / is given by 



Note the following special cases. If n = 2, and Q is an irreducible quadric 
cone, then r = 3 and we get the formula for the first degenerate standard 
quadratic transformation (7.6). To get the second degenerate standard quadratic 
transformation, we should abandon the condition that b ^ T Q (Q). We leave the 
details to the reader. 

Remark 7.2.1 A Cremona transformation T such that the degree of T and 
of T _1 is equal to 2 is called a quadro- quadratic transformation. It is not 
true that the multidegree of a quadro-quadratic transformation is always of the 
form (2, . . . , 2). For example, if n = 4, applying Cremona's inequalities, we 
obtain d,2 < 4. A transformation of multidegree (2, 3, 2) can be obtained by 
taking the homaloidal linear system of quadrics with the base scheme equal 



r-2 




(7.18) 
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to a plane and two lines intersecting the plane at one point. A transformation 
of multi degree (2,4, 2) is given by the homaloidal linear system of quadrics 
with rather complicated base scheme. The reduced base scheme consists of the 
union of a conic and a line intersecting at one point. The line supports a non- 
reduced scheme. All quadro-quadratic transformations in P 4 were classified by 
A. Bruno and A. Verra. 

7.2.2 Bilinear Cremona transformations 

Here we encounter again the aCM sheaves that we use in Chapter 4. 

Definition 7.2.2 A closed subscheme Z of¥ n of pure dimension r is called 
arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay (aCM for short) if its ideal sheaf J z is an 
aCM sheaf. 

Assume that codim Z = 2. Then, as in Chapter 4, we obtain a locally free 
resolution 

m m+1 
-> 0O P -.(~ ai ) Opn(-bj) -^Jz^O (7.19) 

i=l 3=1 

for some sequences of integers (a,) and (bj). 

The numbers (a,) and (bj) are determined from the Hilbert polynomials of 

Z. 

We will consider a special case of resolution of the form (4.14) which we 
used in the theory of linear determinantal representations of hypersurfaces: 

U? (-n - 1) -» V{-n) J" z -> 0, (7.20) 

where [/, V are linear susbspaces of dimensions n and n + 1, respectively. By 
twisting the exact sequence, and taking cohomology, we obtain natural iso- 
morhisms 

The resolution of J7z allows one to compute the Hilbert polynomial of the 
subscheme Z. We get 

X (Oz(k)) - x(OMk)) ~ x(Jz(k)) = (^ fe ) - - n{ k n Z\)- (7.21) 

It also defines an isomorphism between Z and the determinantal variety given 
by the linear map 

(j) : E -> U <g> V, (7.22) 
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where P™ = \E\. In coordinates, it is given by n x (n + 1) matrix A with 
linear functions on E as its entries. The maximal minors of A generate the 
homogeneous ideal of Z. Let 

r : E -> F v 

be the right kernel maps. It defines the rational maps of projective spaces 

|t|:|£|-*P(F). 

Remark 7.2.3 The Hilbert scheme of an aCM subscheme Z of P" admitting 
a resolution (7.20) is isomorphic to an open subset of the projective space of 
(n+ 1 ) x n matrices A(t) of linear forms such that the rank of A(t) is equal to n 
for an open non-empty subset of P". Modulo the action by GL(n + 1) x GL(n) 
by left and right multiplication. It is a connected smooth variety of dimension 
n{n 2 - 1) (see [434] or [210]). 

Theorem 7.2.4 The map — |t| : \E\ --■> P(V) is a birational map with 
base scheme Z. Its multidegree is equal to (dfc) = ((?))• 

Proof In coordinates, the map |t| is defined bynxn minors of the matrix A. 
The subscheme Z is given scheme-theoretically by these minors. In particular, 
we already see that the degree of the map is equal to n. Let us view the linear 
map <fi as an element of the tensor product E v ® U ® V. Consider it as a linear 
map 

tP : E <g> V y -> f7. (7.23) 

It may be considered as a collection of n bilinear forms on E (8 V v . It is 
immediate that v* = r(e) for some v* € F v and e € _E if and only if ^>(e (8 
v*) = 0. This relation is symmetric, so v* — t(e) if and only if e = r'(u*), 
where r' : V^ v — > -E is the right kernel map for the linear map 0' : F v — > 
?7 (8 -E^ 7 defined by applying to the tensor the isomorphism i? v ® ® V" — > 
F v ®U ® E. Thus, the map T^/ = r' defines the inverse of T^. 

In coordinates, if choose a basis eo, • ■ • , e-n+i in i5, a basis . . . , u n in U 
and a basis t?o, . . . , v n in V, then the linear map <f> can be written as a tensor 

n 

^ = a u" := X] a £'* fe ® Ui ® w j ■ 

0<fe,.7<n;l<j<n 

The matrix A is equal to to^o + • • • + t n A n , where Ak = (ajj)- The bilinear 
map ip is given by n square matrices Xi — (a^) of size n + 1, where fc is 
the index for the columns, and j is the index for the rows. The graph of the 



7.2 First examples 



331 



Cremona map |r| is given by n bilinear equations in \E\ x P(V) 

n 

^t fe ^4 = 0, i = l,...,n. (7.24) 

j,fc=0 

These equations define the graph of the transformation T$. Also note that the 
matrix B defining the linear map <fi' : V v — > U (8 -E v is equal to wo-Bo + ■ ■ • + 
v n B n , where J3j = (a^ ). Here fc is now the row index, and i is the column 
index. 

It is easy to compute the cohomology class of the graph (7.24) of T$. It is 
equal to 

□ 

We can also see another determinantal variety, this time defined by the trans- 
pose of (7.23) 

*V> : U v -» £ v <g> V. (7.25) 

Let Dfc C P(f7) be the preimage of the determinantal variety of bilinear 
forms on E ® K v (or linear maps £? v — > VO of rank < fc. We have regular 
kernel maps 

Up : D„ \ D„_! -> r : D„ \ D n _i -» P(V). 

By definition, the image of the first map is equal to the base scheme Z of the 
rational map |t| considered in the previous Theorem. The image of the second 
map is of course the base scheme of the inverse map. In particular, we see that 
the base schemes of T$ and T^ 1 are birationally isomorphic to the variety D„. 

Note the special case when E — V v and the image of t ip is contained in the 
space of symmetric bilinear maps E x V v — ► C. In this case 

Example 7.2.5 Consider the standard Cremona transformation of degree n 
in P n given by 

T st : [t , . . . M ~ [^-^, . . . , (7.26) 

In affine coordinates, Zi = ii/to, it is given by the formula 

(zi,...,z„) i-> (zf x , . . . ,z,7 1 ). 
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The transformation T st is an analog of the standard quadratic transformation of 
the plane in higher dimension. 

The base ideal of T st is generated by t± ■ ■ -t n , . . . , to ■ ■ ■ t n -\ - It is equal to 
the ideal generated by the maximal minors of the n x n matrix 



A(t) = 



f t • • • \ 
h ... 



... tn-! 

V t n in • • • t n / 



The base scheme of T st equal to the union of the coordinate subspaces of codi- 
mension 2. 

It follows from the proof of Theorem 7.2.4 that the graph of T st is isomorphic 
to the closed subvariety X of P™ x P" given by n bilinear equations 

UVi - t n y n = 0, i = 0, . . . , n - 1. 

It is a smooth subvariety of P" x P™ isomorphic to the blow-up of the union 
of coordinate subspaces of codimension 2. The action of the torus (C*)™ +1 
on P" (by scaling the coordinates) extends to a biregular action on X. The 
corresponding toric variety is a special case of a toric variety defined by a 
fan formed by fundamental chambers of a root system of a semi-simple Lie 
algebra. In our case the root system is of type A n , and the variety X is denoted 
by X(A n ). In the case n = 2, the toric surface X(A 2 ) is a del Pezzo surface of 
degree 6 isomorphic to the blow-up of 3 points in the plane, no three of which 
are collinear. 

Example 7.2.6 Let a : U v — » E y (g) V be a linear determinantal representa- 
tion of a nonsingular plane quartic C C ¥(U) = P 2 given by the linear system 
\Kc + a\. The image Z of C in under the right kernel map r is a curve 
Z of degree 6 and genus 3. Let : E — > U <2) V be the linear map obtained 
from the tensor <fi £ U ® E v (g) V. Then the bilinear Cremona transformation 
| -El — > P(V) defined by this map is given by cubic polynomials generating 
the ideal of Z. Note that Z is an aCM subscheme of \E\ = P 3 . Its Hilbert 
polynomial is 6t — 2 in agreement with (7.21). Conversely, any irreducible and 
reduced curve of degree 6 and arithmetic genus 3 not lying on a quadric is arith- 
metically Cohen-Macaulay and admits a resolution of type (7.20) (see [210], 
p. 430). Assume Z is arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay. The bilinear Cremona 
transformation defined by such a curve is classically known as a cubo-cubic 
transformations (see [524]). 

In fact, an example of a standard Cremona transformation in P 3 shows that 
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one can often drop the assumption that Z is an integral curve. In this example, 
Z is the union of 6 coordinate lines, and is a curve of degree 6 and of arithmetic 
genus 3, and it does not lie on a quadric. Another example of this sort is when Z 
is the union of 4 skew lines and two lines intersecting them. There are examples 
when Z is not reduced, e.g. with the reduced scheme equal to a rational normal 
curve. I do not know whether any closed subscheme Z of degree 6 (in the sense 
that [Z] = 6 [line]) with h°(O z ) = 1, h l {O z ) = 3, and not lying on a quadric 
surface, admits a resolution of type (7.20). 

Assume Z is a smooth curve and let us describe the P-locus of the corre- 
sponding Cremona transformation. Obviously, any line intersecting Z at three 
distinct points (a trisecant line) must be blown down to a point (otherwise a 
general cubic in the linear system intersects the line at more than 3 points). 
Consider the surface Tri(Z) of Z, the closure in P 3 of the union of lines in- 
tersecting Z at three points. Note that no line intersects Z at > 3 points be- 
cause the ideal of Z is generated by cubic surfaces. Consider the linear sys- 
tem of cubics through Z. If all of them are singular, by Bertini's Theorem, 
there will be a common singular point at the base locus, i.e. at Z. But this 
easily implies that Z is singular, contradicting our assumption. Choose a non- 
singular cubic surface S containing Z. By the adjunction formula, we have 
Z 2 = —K$ ■ Z + dcg Kz — 6 + 4 = 10. Take another cubic S' containing 
Z. The intersection S n S" is a curve of degree 9, the residual curve A is of 
degree 3 and Z + A ~ -3K S easily gives Z ■ A = 18 - 10 = 8. Note that the 
curves A are the proper transforms of lines under the Cremona transformation. 
So they are rational curves of degree 3. We know that the base scheme of the 
inverse transformation T _1 is a curve of degree 6 isomorphic to Z. Replacing 
T with T -1 , we obtain that the image of a general line I under T is a rational 
curve of degree 3 intersecting Z' at eight points. These points are the images 
of eight trisecants intersecting I. This implies that the degree of the trisecant 
surface Tri(Z) is equal to 8. Since the degree of the determinant of the Jaco- 
bian matrix of a transformation of degree 3 is equal to 8, we see that there is 
nothing else in the P-locus. 

The linear system of planes containing a trisecant line I cuts out on Z a 
linear series of degree 6 with moving part of degree 3. It is easy to see, by 
using Riemann-Roch, that any g\ on a curve of genus 3 must be of the form 
\Kz — x\ for a unique point x € Z. Conversely, for any point x E Z, the 
linear system |Oz(l ) — Kz + x\ is of dimension and of degree 3 (here 
we use that |0z(l)| = \Kz + fl|, where o is not effective divisor class of 
degree 2). Thus it defines a trisecant line (maybe tangent at some point). This 
shows that the curve R parameterizing trisecant lines is isomorphic to Z. This 
agrees with the fact that R must be isomorphic to the base curve of the inverse 
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transformation. The Cremona transformation can be resolved by blowing up 
the curve Z and then blowing down the proper transform of the surface Tri(Z). 
The exceptional divisor is isomorphic to the minimal ruled surface with the 
base curve equal to Z. It is the universal family of lines parameterized by Z. 
Its image in the target P 3 is surface Tri(Z'), where Z' is the base locus of the 
inverse transformation (the same curve only re-embedded by the linear system 
\K Z + a'\, where a' G \K Z - a\). 

Remark 7.2.7 Let Z be a closed aCM subscheme of codimension 2 in P 5 
defined by a resolution 

-> O p5 (-4) 3 -> O r , (-3) 4 -> l z -» 0. 

It is a determinantal variety in P 5 with the right kernel map r : Z — ► P 2 
isomorphic to a projective bundle P(£), where £ is a rank 2 bundle on P 2 with 
ci(£) = and c 2 (£ ) = 6 (see [415], [417]). Thus Z is a scroll of lines in P 5 , 
called a Bordiga scroll. A general hyperplane section of Z is a surface 5 of 
degree 6 in P 4 with ideal sheaf defined by a resolution 

-> P 4(-4) 3 -> C P 4(-3) 4 -> T s -> 0. 

It is a determinantal surface in P 4 with the right kernel map r : S — ► P 2 
isomorphic to the blow-up of 10 points in P 2 . The embedding of 5 in P 4 is 
given by the linear system of quartic curves passing through the ten points. The 
surface S is of degree 6, classically known as a Bordiga surface [47]. Finally, 
a general hyperplane section of S is a sextic of genus 3 in P 3 discussed in 
Example 7.2.6. 

7.2.3 de Jonquieres transformations 

Let X be a reduced irreducible hypersurface of degree m in P™ that contains a 
linear subspace of points of multiplicity m — 2. Such a hypersurface is called 
submonoidal (a monoidal hypersurface is a hypersurface of degree m which 
contains a linear subspace of points multiplicity m — 1). For example, every 
smooth hypersurface of degree < 3 is submonoidal. 

Let X be a submonoidal hypersurface with a singular point o of multiplicity 
m — 2. Let us choose the coordinates such that o = [1, 0, . . . , 0]. Then X is 
given by an equation 

F m — t a m -2(tii • • ■ i tn) + 2toa m -i(ti, . . . , t n ) + a m (ti, ■ ■ ■ , t n ) = 0, 

(7.27) 

where the subscripts indicate the degrees of the homogeneous forms. For a 
general point x € X, let us consider the intersection of the line l x = ox with 



7.2 First examples 



335 



X. It contains o with multiplicity m — 2 and the residual intersection is a set 
of two points a, b in i x . Define T(x) to be the point on £ x such that the pairs 
{a, 6} and {x,T(x)} are harmonically conjugate. We call it a de Jonquieres 
involution (observe that T = T^ 1 ). 

Let us find an explicit formula for the de Jonquieres involution which we 
have defined. Let x — [ao, . . . , a n ] and let [u + veto, voli, ■ ■■ , va n ] be the 
parametric equation of the line l x . Plugging in (7.27), we find 

(u + vaa) 2 v m ~ 2 a m ^ 2 (ai 1 . . . ,a n ) + 2(u + va a )v m ~ 1 a m -i(a ll . . . , a n ) 

+v m a m (ai, ...,a n )=0. 

Canceling v m ~~ 2 , we see that the intersection points of the line £ x with X are 
the two points corresponding to the zeros of the binary form Au 2 + 2Buv + 
Cv 2 , where 

(A,B,C) = (a m - 2 {x),a a m - 2 (x) + a m -\{x) , F m {x)) . 

The points x and T(x) correspond to the parameters satisfying the quadratic 
equation A'u 2 + 2B'uv + C'v 2 = 0, where A A' + CC - 2BB' = 0. Since x 
corresponds to the parameters [0, 1], we have C = 0. Thus T(x) corresponds 
to the parameters [u,v] = [— C, B], and 

T(x) = [— C + Ba , Bai, . . . , Ba n ]. 

Plugging in the expressions for C and B, we obtain the following formula for 
the transformation T 

t'i = U(Om—2{tli ■ ■ ■ i tn)to + Om— • • • , tn))i i = 1, . . . ,Tl. 

In affine coordinates Zi+i — ti/t n , i = 0, . . . , n — 1, the formulas are 

(z 2 , . . . , z n )'zx + a m (z 2 , z n )' 
dm — 2 (z 2 , . . . , z n )'zi + a m ~i(z 2 , . . . , Zn)' ' 

A de Jonquieres involution is an example of a dilated Cremona transforma- 
tion. Starting from a Cremona transformation T in P™ -1 we seek to extend it 
to a Cremona transformation in P™. More precisely, if p : P™ ---> P" _1 is 
a projection map from a point o, we want to find a Cremona transformation 
T : P" — > P"" 1 such that p o f = T o p . Suppose that T is given by 
a sequence of degree d homogeneous polynomials (Gi, . . . , G n ). Composing 
with a projective transformation in P™, we may assume that o = [1, 0, . . . , 0]. 
Thus the transformation T must be given by (Fq, QGi, . . . , QG n ), where Q 



336 



Cremona transformations 



and Fq are coprime polynomials of degrees r and d + r. The following result 
can be found in [426]. 

Proposition 7.2.8 Let (G\, . . . , G n ) be homogeneous polynomials of degree 
dinti,..., t n . Let F Q = t Q Ai + A 2 ,Q — t Bi + B 2 , where A 1} A%, B-y, B 2 
are homogeneous polynomials in t% , . . . , t n of degrees d+r—l,d+r,r — X,r, 
respectively. Assume that Fq and Q are coprime and A\B 2 ^ A 2 B\. Then the 
polynomials (Fq, QG\, . . . , QG n ) define a Cremona transformation o/P™ ;/ 
and only if(G±, . . . , G n ) define a Cremona transformation o/P™ _1 . 

Proof Let F\z\, . . . , z n ) denote the dehomogenization of a homogeneous 
polynomial F(t , . . . , t n ) in the variable t\. It is obvious that (Fq, . . . , F n ) 
defines a Cremona transformation if and only if the field 

C(Ji/Jb, ■ • • , F n /F Q ) := C(F[/F^, F'JF^) = C(z u z n ). 

Consider the ratio Fq/QG\ — ( gg^gg ■ Dehomogenizing with respect to 
ti, we can write the ratio in the form where a, b,c,d € C(z 2 , ■ ■ ■ , z n ). 

By our assumption, ad — be ^ 0. Then 

C(F 1 /F a , F n /F ) = C(F /QG 1 ,G 2 /G 1 , G n /G 1 ) 

= C(G 2 /G 1 , G n /Gi)(F a /QG 1 ) = C(G 2 /G X , G n /Gi)(^^). 

cz\ + a 

This field coincides with C(z l7 . . . , z n ) if and only if C(G 2 /Gi, . . . , G„/Gi) 
coincides with C(z 2 , . . . , z n ). 

□ 

Taking Gj = U,i = 1, . . . , n, and 

Fq = — toa m -i(ti, . . . , t n ) — a m (t\, . . . , t n ), 

Q = a m~2(tli ■ • ■ i tn)to + a m-l(tl, ■ • ■ i tn), 

we see that a de Jonquieres involution is dilated from the identity transfor- 
mation of P n_1 , If we replace F with t b m _i(ti, . . , , t n ) + b m (tx, . . . , b m ), 
where 6 m -i,6 m are any polynomials of indicated degrees such that F and 
Q still satisfy the assumptions of Proposition 7.2.8, then we get a Cremona 
transformation, not necessarily involutive. In fact, one defines a general de 
Jonquieres transformation as follows. 

Definition 7.2.9 A Cremona transformation T : P™ P™ is called a de 
Jonquieres transformation if there exists a rational map f : P™ — - » P fc bi- 
rationally isomorphic to the projection map pr 2 : p n ~ k x P fe — > P fe and a 
Cremona transformation T' : P k —■* P k such that f o T = T' o f. 
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In algebraic language, this definition is equivalent to T defining an automor- 
phism $ of the field of rational functions in zi, . . . , z n of the form 

{Zl, ■ ■ ■ , Z„) l— > (Ri , . . . , i?fc , Rk+1 , • ■ • , Rn) i 

where i?i , . . . , Rk are rational functions in variables z%, . . . , Zk with coeffi- 
cients in C and Rk+i, ■ • ■ , R n are rational functions in variables Zk+i, ■ ■ ■ ,z n 
with coefficients in the field C(zi, . . . , 2&). 

A de Jonquieres transformation obtained by dilating the identity map of 
P™ -1 is the special case when k — n— 1 and T" is the identity. It is easy to com- 
pute its multidegree. Take a general linear fc-codimensional subspace L of P™. 
We can write L as the intersection of k— 1 hyperplanes Hi — V(li(t%, . . . , t„)) 
containing the point o and one hyperplane Hk = V(lk(to, ■ ■ ■ , t n )) which does 
not contain o. The preimage of the first k — 1 hyperplanes Hi are reducible hy- 
persurfaces Di = V(tiQ) of degree m. The preimage of Hk is a hypersurface 
Dk of degree m. The intersection of the hypersurface V(Q) with Dk is con- 
tained in the base scheme of T. Thus the degree of the intersection D\ ■ ■ ■ Dk 
outside the base locus is equal to rn. This shows that the multidegree of T 
is equal to (to, . . . , to). Note that the case to = 2 corresponds to quadratic 
transformations we studied in Subsection 7.2.1. In the notation from this Sub- 
section, the point o is the isolated base point and the submonoidal hypersurface 
in this case is a quadric hypersurface Q such that the quadric component Qo 
of the base locus is equal to the intersection Q n P (Q). 



7.3 Planar Cremona transformations 

7.3.1 Exceptional configurations 

From now on we will study birational maps between algebraic surfaces. We 
know (see [281], Chapter V, §5) that any birational morphism it : Y — > X of 
nonsingular projective surfaces can be factored into a composition of blow-ups 
with centers at closed points. Let 

7T : Y = Y N ^ y w _! ^ . . . ^ Y x Y = X (7.28) 

be such a factorization. Here 7r, : Yj, — > is the blow-up of a point Xi £ 
Set 

TTfci := 7T;+i o . . . o TT k : Y k — > Y t , k > i. 

Let 

£; i = 7rr 1 (x i ), Ei=TT* m {Ei). (7.29) 
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The divisors Si are called the exceptional configurations of the birational 
morphism tt : Y — > X. Note that Si should be considered as an effective 
divisor, not necessarily reduced. 

For any effective divisor D ^ on X let mult Xi D be defined inductively in 
the following way. We set mult^ D to be the usual multiplicity of D at x\ . It is 
defined as the largest integer m such that the local equation of D at x\ belongs 
to the m-th power of the maximal ideal mx, Xl - So, the multiplicity mult^D 
is defined. Next, we take the proper inverse transform 7r^ 1 (D) of D in Xi and 
define mult Xi+1 (D) = mult a;i+1 7r^ 1 (D). It follows from the definition that 

N 

7T- 1 (D)=n*(D)-J2m i Si, 

i=l 

where rrii — mult^D. Now suppose tt : Y — > X is a resolution of a rational 
dominant map / : X — > X' of algebraic surfaces given by the linear system 
|V| C \C\, the inverse image of the complete linear system \C'\ defining a 
closed embedding X' P r . Let 

rrii = min mu\t x .D, i = 1,...,N. 
De\v\ 

If D , . . . , Dk are divisors corresponding to a basis of V, then 

m; = minjmult^.fo, • • • , mult x . Dk}, i — 1, . . . , N. 
It is clear that 

N 

7T- 1 (\V\)=n*(\V\)-J2m i S i . (7.30) 

i=l 

Let 

AT 

S = ^ mj^j. 

i=l 

ThenTr-^lVl) C |tt*(£)(-£)|. Let b = b(|V|). The ideal sheaf Tr-^b) = 
b • Oy is the base locus of 7r _1 (|F|) and hence coincides with Oy{— E). The 
complete linear system \n*(£) ® Oy(—E) \ has no base points and defines a 
morphism o :Y X' . The preimage of a general m — 2-dimensional linear 
space in Y consists of m deg X' points, where m is the degree of the rational 
map / : X — > X' and deg X' is the degree of X' in the embedding X' <—* P r . 
It is also equal to the self-intersection [D — E] 2 , where C = Ox{E>). Thus, 
we obtain that / is a birational map onto X' if and only if 



D 2 - E 2 = dcgX' . 



(7.31) 



7.3 Planar Cremona transformations 339 

From now on we use the intersection theory on smooth surfaces and use the 
notation D ■ D' for the intersection of the divisor classes [D] ■ [£)']. 

Lemma 7.3.1 Let ir : Y — > X be a birational morphism of nonsingular 
surfaces and let £i,i = 1, . . . , N, be its exceptional configurations. Then 

£ l -K Y = -l. 

Proof This follows from the standard properties of the intersection theory on 
surfaces. For any morphism of nonsingular projective surfaces tj> : X' — > X 
and two divisors D, D' on X, we have 

4?{D)-<l>*{D')=feg{<f>)D-D'. (7.32) 

Also, if C is a curve such that <j>(C) is a point, we have 

C-cf)*(D)=0. (7.33) 

Applying (7.32), we have 

Assume i < j. Applying (7.33) by taking C = Ej and D = Ei, we obtain 

= Ej. 7T* t (E t ) = n^Ej) ■ „* m (Ei) = £ 3 ■ £i. 

This proves the first assertion. 

To prove the second assertion, we use that 

K Y ^=T${K Yi )+Ei. 

By induction, this implies that 

N 

K Y =7r*(K Yo ) + ^£ i . (7.34) 
Intersecting with both sides and using (7.33), we get 

K Y • £j = (Y,£i)-Ej = 

i=l 

□ 

Assume now that / : X —■* X' is a birational map of nonsingular projective 
algebraic surfaces. By Bertini's Theorem ([281], Chapter II, Theorem 8.18), a 
general hyperplane section W of X' is a nonsingular irreducible curve of some 
genus g. Since has no base points, by another Bertini's Theorem 
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([281], Chapter II, Corollary 10.9), its general member H is a nonsingular 
irreducible curve. Since H e \cr*(H')\, we obtain that H is of genus g and 
the map a : H — > cr(H) is an isomorphism. Using the adjunction formula, we 
obtain 

H ■ K Y = 2g - 2 - H 2 = H' 2 + H' ■ K x > - H 2 . 

Write H = tt*(D) — E and apply the projection formula, to obtain 

H ■ Ky = D ■ Kx — E ■ Ky. 

Applying (7.31) and the previous Lemma, we obtain the following. 

Proposition 7.3.2 Suppose f : X --■ » X' is a birational rational map of 
nonsingular projective algebraic surfaces. Let D € \C\. Then 

(i) £> 2 -Eti^f = H' 2 = degX'; 

(ii) D-K x -J2? =imi = H' -K x ,. 

Let us apply all of this to the case of a Cremona transformation T : P 2 - — » 
P 2 . Let L = P 2(d). Of course, we take C = 0^(1), then L = O v *{d), 
where d is the algebraic degree of T. By the previous Proposition, 

JV 

l=d 2 -J2 m h ( 7 -35) 
i=l 
N 

3 = 3d — rrii. 

i=l 

Let b be the base ideal of \V\. We know that 7r*(Oy(— E)) is equal to the 
integral closure b of b, and we have a bijection 

#°(p 2 ,£(g)b) s ff°(y,7r*0 P 2(d) (-£;)) s iJ°(r,CT*o P 2(i)) ^ c 3 . 

Subtracting the two equalities from (7.35), and applying the Postulation for- 
mula from Corollary 7.1.6, we find 

iv 

h°{O v2 /b) = i^mi(mi + l). (7.36) 

i=l 

This also follows from the Hoskin-Deligne formula (see [157], Th'eoreme 2.13 
and [302]). The vector (d;mi, . . . , mjv) is called the characteristic of the 
homaloidal net, or, of a Cremona transformation defined by this net. 

Of course, not every vector (d; mi, . . . , m x ) satisfying equalities (7.35) is 
realized as the characteristic vector of a homaloidal net. There are other neces- 
sary conditions for a vector to be realized as the characteristic (rf; mi, . . . , mjy) 
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for a homaloidal net. For example, if mi , to 2 correspond to points of largest 
multiplicity, a line through the points should intersect a general member of the 
net non-negatively. This gives the inequality 

d > mi + mi- 

Next we take a conic through five points with maximal multiplicities. We get 

2d > ?72 1 + • • • + m 5 . 

Then we take cubics through none points, quartics through 14 points and so 
on. The first case that can be ruled out in this way is (5; 3, 3, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1). It 
satisfies the equalities from the Theorem but does not satisfy the condition 
to > mi + ni2- We will discuss the description of characteristic vectors later 
in this Chapter. 

7.3.2 The bubble space of a surface 

Consider a factorization (7.28) of a birational morphism of nonsingular sur- 
faces. Note that, if the morphism ki o • • • o 7Tj : Yj — > X is an isomorphism on 
a Zariski open neighborhood of the point Xi+i, the points Xi can be identified 
with its image in X. Other points are called infinitely near points in X. To 
make this notion more precise one introduces the notion of the bubble space 
of a surface X. 

Let Bx be the category of birational morphisms tt : X' — > X of nonsingular 

projective surfaces. Recall that a morphism from {X' X) to (X" ^> X) in 
this category is a regular map <\> : X' — > X" such that tt" o <f> = tt' . 

Definition 7.3.3 The bubble space X hh of a nonsingular surface X is the 
factor set 

X hb =( |J X')/R, 

(X'^x)eBx 

where R is the following equivalence relation: x' G X' is equivalent to x" G 
X" if the rational map 7r" _1 o tt' : X' — - » X" maps isomorphically an open 
neighborhood of x' to an open neighborhood of x" . 

It is clear that for any 7r : X' — > X from Bx we have an injective map ix 1 ■ 
X 1 -> X bh . We will identify points of X' with their images. If 4> : X" -► X' 
is a morphism in Bx which is isomorphic in Bx 1 to the blow-up of a point 
x' G X', any point x" G is called a point infinitely near x' of the 

first order. This is denoted by x" >i x'. By induction, one defines an infinitely 
near point of order k, denoted by x" >~k x' . This puts a partial order on X hh , 
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where x > y if x is infinitely near y. When we do not specify the order of an 
infinitely near point we write x' y x. 

We say that a point x G X bb is of height k, if x f° r some x a € X. 

This defines the height function on the bubble space 

ht : X hb -> N. 

Clearly, X = ht~ (0). Points of height zero are called proper points of the 
bubble space. They will be identified with points in X. They are minimal points 
with respect to the partial order on X bh . 

Let Z xbb be the free abelian group generated by the set X hh . Its elements are 
integer valued functions on X bh with finite support. They added up as func- 
tions with values in Z. We write elements of Z x as finite linear combinations 

m(x)x, where x G X bh and m(x) G Z (similar to divisors on curves). Here 
m(x) is the value of the corresponding function at x. 

Definition 7.3.4 A bubble cycle is an element X] = ^m(x)x ofZ xhb satis- 
fying the following additional properties: 

(i) m(x) > for any x G X bb ; 

We denote the subgroup of bubble cycles by Z + (X bh ). 

Clearly, any bubble cycle r\ can be written in a unique way as a sum of 
bubble cycles such that the support of rjk is contained in ht _1 (fe). 

We can describe a bubble cycle by a weighted oriented graph, called the 
Enriques diagram, by assigning to each point from its support a vertex, and 
joining two vertices by an oriented edge if one of the points is infinitely near 
another point of the first order. The arrow points to the vertex of lower height. 
We weight each vertex by the corresponding multiplicity. 

Let r\ = m x x be a bubble cycle. We order the points from the support of 
rj such that Xi >- Xj implies j < i. We refer to such an order as an admissible 
order. We write rj — J2iLi m % x i - Then we represent x\ by a point on X and 
define m : X\ — > X to be the blow-up of X with center at x\. Then x-i can 
be represented by a point on X\ as either infinitely near of order 1 to x \ or as 
a point equivalent to a point on X. We blow up x 2 - Continuing in this way, we 
get a sequence of birational morphisms: 

tt : Y v = Y N ^ Y N ^ ^ . . . Yl ^ Y = X, (7.37) 

where n i+ i : Y i+1 — » Yi is the blow-up of a point Xi G ii-i. Clearly, the 
bubble cycle X] is equal to the bubble cycle J2iLi m i x i- 
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Let £i = TT* Ni (Ei) be the exceptional configurations and E = ^rriiSi. 
The ideal o = 7r*(CV(— E)) is an integrally closed ideal associated to rj. The 
Deligne-Hoskin formula we mentioned before asserts that 

h°(O x /a) = \ J2 mi (mi + 1). (7.38) 

Conversely, any integrally closed ideal a defining a O-dimensional closed sub- 
scheme of X defines a bubble cycle ?y a as follows. First we blow-up a to get 
a morphism X' — > X. By a result of O. Zariski (see [605], Appendix 5), the 
blow-up of an integrally closed ideal on a smooth surface is a normal surface 
(this is specific to the 2-dimensional case). Then we take a minimal resolution 
of singularities Y — > X'. Then we factor the composition tt : Y — > X' — > X 
as in (7.28). The corresponding bubble cycle is a,,. 

Definition 7.3.5 The bubble cycle rj corresponding to the integral closure 
of the base ideal of the linear system \V\ defining a Cremona transformation 
T : P 2 — > P 2 is called the fundamental bubble cycle. Its points are called 
fundamental points ofT. 

Let rj be the bubble cycle corresponding to b (| V\ ) . We set 

\dh-rj\ := \O ra (ct)®bQV\)\. 

Example 7.3.6 Suppose rj = ^rriiXi, where all points Xi are proper. Then 
the integrally closed ideal corresponding to 77 is equal to the product of the 
ideal sheaves m™* . In fact, the blow-up of this ideal has the exceptional divisor 
m iEi, and the same exceptional divisor is defined by 77. One immediately 
checks the Deligne-Hoskin formula in this case. If 77 is the fundamental bubble 
cycle of a homaloidal linear system \V\, then b = b(| V|) is generated at each 
point Xi by three elements 51, 32, 33, the local equations of a basis of the linear 
system. Certainly, b is not integrally closed if m% > 3, and its integral closure 
is equal to m™* . 

Remark 7.3.7 An ideal / in the formal power series ring C[[x, y]] of length 
n such that I is not contained in the square of the maximal ideal can be all ex- 
plicitly described (see [311]). Every such ideal has one or both of the following 
forms: 

1= (x + a y + ■ ■ ■ + a^y 71 - 1 ,y n ), 

or, 

1= (y + b x+--- + a n _ lX n -\x n ). 

If a; is a base point of a homaloidal linear system of multiplicity 1, then the 
completion of the localization b x of the base ideal is an ideal of the above 
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form. The number n is equal to the number of irreducible components in the 
exceptional curve over x. The coefficients (en, hi) determine the correspond- 
ing pointt of the bubble cycle. Thus the first point x\ >-i x infinitely near x 
corresponds to the tangent direction defined by the ideal (x + a y) or (y + b ). 
The next infinitely near point x\ >\ x\ is determined by the coefficient a\ or 
b\, and so on. 

It follows from this that the blow-up of the ideal I is a normal surface with 
one singularity locally isomorphic to the singularity at the origin of the surface 

V(uv + w n ) C C 3 . 



Let T : P 2 — > P 2 be a Cremona transformation. Let p be a point in the 
plane. Consider the locus of points Ct(p) such that x, <fi(x),p are collinear. 
This locus is called the isologue of p, the point p is called its center. In terms 
of equations, if T is given by polynomials (f (t ) , fi (t ) , f 2 (t ) ) of degree d and 
p = [a , ai, a 2 ], then Ct(p) is given by equation 



It follows immediately that deg Ct(p) = d + 1 unless Ct(p) = P 2 - This 
always happens for de Jonquieres transformation if we take p to be the base 
point o of maximal multiplicity. 

From now on we assume that Ct(p) ^ P 2 for any point p. Then Ct{p) is a 
curve of degree d + 1. It passes through the fundamental points of T (because 
the last row in the determinant is identically zero for such point) and it passes 
through the fixed points of T, i.e. points x e dom(T) such that T{x) = x 
(because the last two rows are proportional). Also Ct(p) contains its center p 
(because the first two rows are proportional). 

One more observation is that 



When p varies in the plane we obtain a net ofisologues. If F is the 1 -dimensional 
component of the set of fixed points, then F is a fixed component of the net of 
isologues. 

Remark 7.3.8 It follows from the definition that the isologue curve Ct(p) 
is projectively generated by the pencil of lines I through p and the pencil of 
curves T _1 (^). Recall that given two pencils V and V' of plane curves of 
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(7.39) 



C T (p) = C T - 1 (p). 
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degree d\ and d% and a projective isomorphism a : V — > T 5 ', the union of 
points Q n a(Q), Q G T 5 , is a plane curve C. Assuming that the pencils have 
no common base points, C is a plane curve of degree d\ + d 2 . To see this we 
take a general line I and restrict V and T 5 ' to it. We obtain two linear series 
g\ and g\, on I. The intersection Cflf consists of points common to divisors 
from g\ and g I, . The number of such points is equal to the intersection of the 
diagonal of P 1 xP 1 with a curve of bidegree (d, d'), hence it is equal to d+d'. It 
follows from the definition that C contains the base points of the both pencils. 

Proposition 7.3.9 Assume that T has no infinitely near fundamental points. 
Then the multiplicity of a general isologue curve at a fundamental point x of 
multiplicity m is equal to m. 

Proof Let u, v be local affine parameters at x. For each homogeneous polyno- 
mial cf>(t ,ti, f 2 ) vanishing at x with multiplicity > m, let [(j>]f. := [<p]f.(u, v) 
be the degree k homogeneous term in the Taylor expansion at x. If V(f) is a 
general member of the homaloidal net, then [/]/. = for k < m and [f m ] ^ 0. 
Let B m be the space of binary forms of degree m in variables u, v. Consider 
the linear map a : C 3 — * B m defined by 

(a, b, c) ^ [(6t 2 - c*i)/ (*) + (c* - a* 2 )/i(*) + (a*i - 6* )/ 2 (*)]m- 

The map is the composition of the linear map C 3 — > C 3 defined by (a, b, c) i— > 
([6*2 — c*i]o, [c*o — o*2]oj [ a *i — 6*o]o) and the linear map C 3 — > _B m defined 
by (a, 6, c) i— > [a/o + 6/i + c/2] m . The rank of the first map is equal to 2, the 
kernel is generated by [*o]o> [^i]oi felo)- Since no infinitely near point is a base 
point of the homaloidal net, the rank of the second map is greater than or equal 
to 2. This implies that the map a is not the zero map. Hence there exists an 
isologue curve of multiplicity equal to m. □ 

Remark 7.3.10 Coolidge claims in [128], p. 460, that the assertion is true 
even in the case of infinitely near points. By a direct computation, one checks 
that the multiplicity of isologue curves of the degenerate standard Cremona 
transformation (7.7) at the unique base point is equal to 2. 

Corollary 7.3.11 Assume that the homaloidal net has no infinitely near base 
points and the net of isologues has no fixed component. Then the number of 
fixed points ofT is equal to d + 2. 

Proof Take two general points p, q in the plane. In particular, we may assume 
that the line I — pq does not pass through the base points of the homaloidal 
net and the fixed points. Also p £ Cr(q) and q £ Ct(p)- Consider a point 
x in the intersection Ct{p) H C$(q). Assume that it is neither a base point 
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nor a fixed point. Then p,q G xT(x), hence x, T(x),p, q lie on I. Conversely, 
if a; £ £ n Crip) and x ^ p, then the points x,T(x),p are collinear and, 
since g e f, we get that a;, T(:r), ? are collinear. This implies that a; £ Cr(q)- 
This shows that the base points of the pencil of isologue curves Ct(p),P £ ^, 
consists of base points of the homaloidal net, fixed points and d points on I 
(counted with multiplicities). The base points of the homaloidal net contribute 
E-t=i m i to tne intersection. Applying Proposition 7.3.9, we obtain that fixed 
points contribute d + 2 = (d + l) 2 — d — Yl^=i m i to tne intersection. □ 

Note that the transformation from Remark 7.3. 10 has no fixed points. 

Remark 7.3.12 The assumption that T has no infinitely near points implies 
that the graph V of T is a nonsingular surface in P 2 x P 2 isomorphic to the 
blow-up of the base scheme of the homaloidal net. Let hi, hi be the preimages 
of the cohomology classes of lines under the projections. They generate the 
cohomology ring iJ*(P 2 x P 2 ,Z). Let [T] be the cohomology class of T and 
[A] be the cohomology class of the diagonal A. Write [T] = ah\+bhih2+ch^. 
Since the preimage of a general point under T is a point, we have [T] • h\ = 1. 
Replacing <f> with T _1 , we get [T] • h\ = 1. Since a general line intersects the 
preimage of a general line at d points we get [T] • hi ■ hi = d. This gives 

[T] = hj +dhi h 2 + h\. (7.40) 

Similarly, we get 

[A] = h\ + hih% + h\. (7.41) 

This implies that 

[r] ■ [A] = d + 2. 

This confirms the assertion of the previous Corollary. In fact, one can use the 
argument for another proof of the Corollary if we assume (that follows from 
the Corollary) that no point in the intersection V n A lies on the exceptional 
curves of the projections. 

The net of isologue curves without fixed component is a special case of a 
Laguerre net. It is defined by one of the following three equivalent properties. 

Theorem 7.3.13 Let \ V\ be an irreducible net of plane curves of degree d. 
The following properties are equivalent. 

(i) There exists a basis fo, f\, f% such that 



toh(t) + t 1 f 1 (t) + t 2 f 2 (t) = 0. 



(7.42) 
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(ii) For any basis fo,fi,f 2 ofV, there exist three linearly independent 
linear forms l\, l 2 , 13 such that 

lofo + hfl + hf2 = 0- 

(Hi) There exists a basis /o, /1, f 2 ofV such that 

fo = hg 2 - t 2 gi, fi=t 2 go-t g 2 , f 2 = hgi - txgo, 

where go, gi, g 2 are homogeneous forms of degree d — 1. 
(iv) The base locus of a general pencil in \V\ is the union of the base locus 
of\V\ and a set of d — 1 collinear points. 

Proof The equivalence of the fist two properties is obvious. Also property 
(iii) obviously implies property (i). Suppose (i) holds. The Koszul complex in 
the ring of polynomials S = C[to, ti,t 2 ] is an exact sequence 

0^S^S 3 ^S 3 ^S^ S/(t Q , ti,t 2 ) 0, 

where a is defined by a 1— > a(to, ti, t 2 ). The map (3 is defined by the matrix 

-t 2 h \ 
t 2 -t , 

-h t / 

and the map 7 is defined by (a,b,c) 1— > ato + bt\ + ct 2 (see [207], 17.2). 
Property (i) says that (fo, fi, f 2 ) belongs to the kernel of 7. Thus it belongs to 
the image of (3, and hence (iii) holds. 

(i) => (iv) Take two general curves C\ — V(Xofo + A1/1 + X 2 f 2 ) and 
C M = V(iM)fo + Hifi + M2/2) from the net. They intersect with multiplicity 
> 2 at a point x if and only if x belongs to the Jacobian curve of the net. 
This shows that the set of pencils which intersect non-transversally outside the 
base locus is a proper closed subset of |T^ V |. So, we may assume that C(/i) 
and C(v) intersect trans versally outside the base locus of the net. Let p = 
[a] belong to C\ n but does not belong to the base locus of \V\. Then 
(/o(a), fi( a ), /2(a)) is a nontrivial solution of the system of linear equations 
with the matrix of coefficients equal to 

Ao Ai A2 

MO Ml M2 

a ai a 2 



This implies that the line spanned by the points A = [A , Ai,A 2 ] and (1 = 
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[/to, Hi, H2} contains the point p. Thus all base points of the pencil differ- 
ent from the base points of the net are collinear. Conversely, suppose a non- 
base point [a] 7^ A, /i lies on a line A/i and belongs to the curve C\. Then 
(/o(o), /2(a)) is a nontrivial solution of 

A £o + Aiti + A 2 i2 = 0, a to + aiti + a 2 <2 = 0, 

and hence satisfies the third equation /into + + ^2^2 = 0. This shows that 
a € Ca H Cp. Thus we see that the intersection C\ n C M consists of rf — 1 
non-base points. 

(iv) =*> (ii) We follow the proof from [128], p. 423. Let V(f ), V(fi) be two 
general members intersecting at d— 1 points on a line y(Z) not passing through 
the base points. Let Pi be the residual point on V(fi). Choose a general line 
V(Iq) passing through P2 and a general line V(h) passing through p\. Then 
V(Zo/o) and V(l\f\) contain the same set of d + 1 points on the line V(l), 
hence we can write 

lofo + chfi = lf 2 (7.43) 

for some polynomial / 2 of degree d and some constant c. For any base point 
q of the net, we have l (q)f (q) + cii(<?)/i(g) = l(q)h(.<i)- Since Z(q) ^ 
and /o(<z) = = 0, we obtain that /2(g) = 0. Thus the curve V(/2) 

passes through each base point and hence belongs to the net \V\. This shows 
that /o, /1 and fi define a basis of |V| satisfying property (ii). □ 

Corollary 7.3.14 Let b be the base ideal of a Laguerre net of curves of degree 
d. Then h (O P 2 /b) = d 2 - d + 1. 

Proof It is clear that, any base-point, b is generated by two general members 
of the net. By Bezout's Theorem h (O P 2 /b) = d 2 - (d - 1). □ 

Example 7.3.15 Take an irreducible net of cubic curves with seven base 
points. Then it is a Laguerre net since two residual intersection points of any 
two general members are on a line. Thus it is generated by the minors of the 
matrix 

\9o 9i 92/ ' 

where go,gi,g 2 are quadratic forms. Recall that the linear system of cubics 
with seven base points satisfying the conditions in Section 6.3.3 define a non- 
singular quartic curve. It is known that the quartic curve is a Luroth quartic if 
and only if there exists a cubic curve V(f) such that gi = §(: (see [28], [420]). 
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7.3.4 Quadratic transformations 

Take d = 2. Formulas (7.35) give m\ — m 2 = m 3 = 1, N = 3. The bi- 
rational transformation of this type is called a quadratic transformation. We 
have already encountered these transformations before, the standard quadratic 
transformations T st , T s ' t , T s ". 

The homaloidal linear system is the net of conies \2h — rj\. Since the net is 
irreducible \h — rf\ = 0. Assume first that r] consists of proper points x±, x 2 , £3. 
Let g : P 2 - — » P 2 be a projective automorphism which sends the points 
Pi = [l,0,0],p2 = [0, 1,0], P3 = [0,0,1] to the points x\, X2, X3. Then the 
composition Tog has base points at pi,p 2 ,P3- The linear system of conies 
through these points consists of conies V(atot\ + btoti + ctii^). If we choose 
a basis formed by the conies V(t\t2), Vitot^), V(tot\), this amounts to com- 
posing Tog with some g' E Aut(P 2 ) on the left, and we obtain the standard 
quadratic transformation T st from Example 7.1.9. It has the special property 
that T rt = 2^. 

Next we assume that the bubble cycle 77 has two proper points x\ , x 2 and an 
infinitely near point x% y x 2 . The base ideal b of the homaloidal linear system 
is integrally closed and coincides with the ideal m Xl H a 2 , where a X2 C m X2 
with dimm^/a^ = 1. If we choose local parameters u, v at x 2 , then a X2 = 
(au + bv, v 2 ), where au + bv = is the tangent direction defining the point 
£3. Let g be an automorphism of P 2 which sends p\ to x\, p 2 to x 2 and the 
tangent direction t\ = at p 2 to the tangent direction au + bv = at p 2 . 
Then the composition T o g is given by the linear system of conies passing 
through the points p\ and p 2 and tangent to the line V(to) at the point p 2 . The 
equation of a conic from this linear system is at\ + btot\ + ctot 2 = 0. A choice 
of a basis of this linear system defines a quadratic Cremona transformation. 
The special choice of a basis formed by V(t 2 ), V(toti), V(tot 2 ) defines the 
standard quadratic transformation T s ' t from Example 7.1.9 with T s ' t = T^ 1 . 

Assume now that x$ y x 2 y x\. Let b be the ideal of the base scheme. 
Applying a linear transformation g, we obtain that the base point ofTog is 
equal to pi. Let x = ti/to, y — t 2 /t be local parameters at x\. By Remark 
7.3.7, we may assume that b = (x + ay + by 2 ,y 3 ) or (y + ax + bx 2 , x 3 ). It 
is easy to see that one can find another linear transformation g' which fixes pi 
such that the base ideal of T o g o g' is equal to {—x + y 2 , y 3 ). The homaloidal 
linear system generated by conies V(t 2 — t n ti), V(t 2 ), V(tit 2 ). In this basis, 
the transformation coincides with the involutorial standard quadratic transfor- 
mation from Example 7.1.9. 

Example 7.3.16 The first historical example of a Cremona transformation is 
the inversion map. Recall the inversion transformation from the plane geome- 
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try. Given a circle of radius R, a point x e R 2 with distance r from the center 
of the circle is mapped to the point on the same ray at the distance R/r (as in 
the picture below). 




In the affine plane C 2 the transformation is given by the formula 



(x,y) ^ ( 



Rx Ry 




x 



■ 2 + y 2 ' x 2 + y 



In projective coordinates, the transformation is given by the formula 

(to, ti,t 2 ) i-> (t\ + t 2 , Rt\t a , Rt 2 to). 

Note that the transformation has three fundamental points [1, 0, 0] , [0, 1, i] , and 
[0, 1, — i}. It is an involution and transforms lines not passing through the fun- 
damental points to conies (circles in the real affine plane). The lines passing 
though one of the fundamental points are transformed to lines. The lines pass- 
ing through the origin (1,0,0) are invariant under the transformation. The 
conic t 2 +t 2 — Rtl = is the closure of the set of fixed points. 

Example 7.3.17 Let C\ and C 2 be two conies intersecting at four distinct 
points. For each general point x in the plane let T(x) be the intersection of 
the polar lines P X (C\) and P X (C 2 ). Let us see that this defines an involutorial 
quadratic transformation with fundamental points equal to the singular points 
of three reducible conies in the pencil generated by C\ and C 2 . It is clear that 
the transformation T is given by three quadratic polynomials. Since P X (C\) n 
Px{C 2 ) is equal to P X (C) n P X (C) for any two different members of the 
pencil, taking C to be a reducible conic and x to be its singular point, we obtain 
that T is not defined at x. Since the pencil contains three reducible members, 
we obtain that T has three base points, hence T is given by a homaloidal net 
and hence is a birational map. Obviously, x G Pt{x){C\) n Pt( x ){C 2 ), hence 
T is an involution. 
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7.3.5 Symmetric Cremona transformations 

Assume that the fundamental bubble cycle 77 of a Cremona transformation T 
consists of points taken with equal multiplicity m. In this case the Cremona 
transformations is called symmetric. We must have 

d 2 -Nm 2 = l, 3d-Nm = 3. 

Multiplying the second equality by m and subtracting from the first one, we 
obtain d 2 — 3dm = 1 — 3m. This gives (d—l)(d+l) = 3m(d — 1). The case 
d = 1 corresponds to a projective transformation. Assume d > 1. Then we get 
d = 3m — 1 and hence 3(3m — 1) — Nm = 3. Finally, we obtain 

(9-JV)m = 6, d = 3m-l. 

This gives us four cases: 



(1) 


m = 


1,N 


= 3,d = 


2; 


(2) 


m = 


2,N 


= 6,d = 


5; 


(3) 


m = 


3,N 


= 7,d = 


8; 


(4) 


m = 


6,N 


= 8,d = 


17. 



The first case is obviously realized by a quadratic transformation with three 
fundamental points. 

The second case is realized by the linear system of plane curves of degree 5 
with six double points. Take a bubble cycle r\ = 2x 1 + • • • + 2x§, where the 
points Xi in the bubble space do not lie on a proper transforms of a conic and 
no three lie on the proper transforms of a line. I claim that the linear system 
I V| = \Op2 (2) — 77 1 is homaloidal. The space of plane quintics is of dimension 
20. The number of conditions for passing through a point with multiplicity > 2 
is equal to 3. Thus dim |C P 2 (2) — r}\ > 2. It is easy to see that the linear system 
does not have fixed components. For example, if the fixed component is a line, 
it cannot pass through more than two points, hence the residual components 
are quartics with four double points, obviously reducible. If the fixed compo- 
nent is a conic, then it passes through at most five points, hence the residual 
components are cubics with at least one double point and passing through the 
remaining points. It is easy to see that the dimension of such linear system is 
at most 1 . If the fixed component is a cubic, then by the previous analysis we 
may assume that it is irreducible. Since it has at most one singular point, the 
residual conies pass through at least five points and the dimension of the linear 
system is equal to zero (or it is empty). Finally, if the fixed component is a 
quartic, then the residual components are lines passing through three points, 
again a contradiction. 
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Applying Bezout's Theorem, we see that two general members of our linear 
system intersect at one point outside the base locus, also their genus is equal 
to 0. Thus the linear system is a homaloidal. 

Assume that all base points are proper points in the plane. Then the P-locus 
of the transformation consists of six conies, each passing through five of the 
six base points. 

The third case is realized by a Geiser involution. We consider an irreducible 
net Af of cubic curves through seven points xi,...,Xf in the plane. The ex- 
istence of such a net puts some conditions on the seven points. For example, 
no four points must be collinear, and no seven points lie on a conic. We leave 
it to the reader to check that these conditions are sufficient that such a net ex- 
ists. Now consider the transformation 25 that assigns to a general point x in the 
plane the base point of the pencil of cubics from the net which pass through x. 
If points x\,..., x<j satisfy condition (*) from Subsection 6.3.3, then the net 
of cubics defines a rational map of degree 2 to the plane with a nonsingular 
quartic curve as the branch curve. The Geiser involution G is the rational deck 
transformation of this cover. Under weaker conditions on the seven points, the 
same is true. The only difference is that the branch curve may acquire simple 
singularities. 

Let us confirm that the degree of the transformation 25 is equal to 8. The 
image of a general line I under the map given by Af is a cubic curve L. Its 
preimage is a curve of degree 9 passing through the points Xi with multiplic- 
ity 3. Thus the union i + L is invariant under T, hence T[t) = L. Since 
T = T _1 , this shows that the degree of T is equal to 8. It also shows that the 
homaloidal linear system consists of curves of degree 8 passing through the 
base points with multiplicities > 3. In other words, the homaloidal linear sys- 
tem is \8h — 3rj\, where rj = X\ +■ ■ ■ + xr.lf one composes 25 with a projective 
transformation we obtain a transformation given by the same homaloidal lin- 
ear system but not necessarily involutorial. Also, the bubble cycle ?y may not 
consist of only proper points, as soon as we continue to require that the linear 
system \3h — r)\ has no fixed components. All admissible i~i's will be classified 
in the next Chapter. 

The last case is realized by a Bertini involution. We consider an irreducible 
pencil of cubic curves through a general set of 8 points x\, . . . , x$. Let q be 
its ninth base point (it could be infinitely near one of the points Xj). For any 
general point x in the plane, let F(x) be the member of the pencil containing 
x. Let 25(a;) be the residual point in the intersection of F(x) with the line 
xq (it could be the tangent line to F(x) if q y Xi). The transformation x — ► 
2$(x) is the Bertini involution. If we take q as the origin in the group law on a 
nonsingular cubic F(p), then *B(x) = —x. 
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Consider the web Af of curves of degree 6 and genus 2 whose general mem- 
ber passes through each point xi with multiplicity 2. The restriction of Af to 
any F{x) is a pencil with a fixed part 2x\ + • • • + 2x% and a moving part g\. 
One of the members of this g\ is the divisor 2q cut out by 2F(x'), x x'. As 
we have seen in Subsection 6.3.3, the members of this pencil are cut out by 
lines through the coresidual point on F(x). This point must coincide with the 
point q. Thus members of the g\ are divisors x + 03 (a;). We will see in the next 
Chapter that the net Af defines a degree 2 rational map / : P 2 - — > Q C P 3 , 
where Q is a singular irreducible quadric in P 3 . The image of q is the vertex 
of the cone. The images of the curves F(x) are lines on Q. Consider a general 
line I in the plane. It is mapped to a curve of degree 6 on Q not passing through 
the vertex of Q. A curve on Q not passing through the vertex is always cut out 
by a cubic surface. In our case the curve f(£) is cut out by a cubic surface. The 
preimage of this curve is a curve of degree 18 passing through the points Xi 
with multiplicities 6. As in the case of the Geiser involution, this shows that 
Q3(^) is a curve of degree 17 with 6-tuple points xi, . . . ,x$. Thus the homa- 
loidal linear system defining the Bertini involution is equal to 1 17h— 6rj|, where 
77 = x\ + • • • + Xg. Again, we may consider r\ not necessarily consisting of 
proper points. All admissible 77's will be classified in the next Chapter. 

7.3.6 de Jonquieres transformations and hyperelliptic curves 

A planar de Jonquieres transformation J is obtained by dilation from the iden- 
tity transformation of P 1 . It follows from Subsection 7.2.3 that such a transfor- 
mation is given by the formulae 



Here it is assumed that the polynomials F rn = io&m-i + b m and Q m -i = 
toa m -2 + a m -i are coprime and & m _i<2 m _i ^ b m a m -2- 

In affine coordinates x = t 1 /t 2 , y = t /t 2 , the transformation is given by 



Let us consider the closure of fixed points of this transformation. It is given by 
the affine equation 



t2(tQ(l m -2(tl,t2) + a m -l(ti, £2))- 



(7.44) 




(7.45) 



yb' m -i( x ) + b' m (x) = y(ya' rn _ 2 (x) + a' r< 



m-l 



Or)). 
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Going back to our projective coordinates, the equation becomes 

tla m -2{h,t 2 ) + t Q (a m ~i(ti,t 2 ) - 6 m -i(*i!*2)) - b m (t u t 2 ) = 0. (7.46) 

This a plane curve H m of degree m with the point o = [1, 0, 0] of multiplicity 
m — 2. The pencil of lines through x% defines a g\ on the curve. So, if H m has 
no other singularities, it must be a rational curve if m — 2, an elliptic curve if 
m = 3, and a hyperelliptic curve of genus m — 2 if m > 4. 

The homaloidal linear system defining the de Jonquieres transformation J 
is generated by the curves Di,D 2 , -D3 whose equations are given by the right- 
hand sides in (7.44). The point = [1,0,0] is a base point of multiplicity 
m — 2. Let us find other base points. Let x — [a, (3, 7] be a base point different 
from 0. Then either j3 or 7 is not zero. Hence 

a6 m _i(/3,7) + b m (f3,~f) = aa m _ 2 (/3,7) + a ro _i(/3,7) = 0. 

If a ^ this happens if and only if 



If a = 0, then the condition is b m (f3,j) — a m _i(/3,7) = 0, hence the point 
still satisfies the previous equation. Under some generality condition, this gives 
2m — 2 base points x\,..., x 2m ^ 2 . Obviously, the points Xi lie on H m . They 
also lie on the curve 



This is a monoidal curve of degree m — 1 with singular point of multiplicity 
m — 1. It has the same tangent cone at as the curve H m . Thus one expects to 
find m(m — 1) — (m — 2) 2 — (m — 2) = 2m — 2 points of intersection outside 
0. 

Note that a general member D of the homaloidal linear system intersects 
the line XiO with multiplicity m — 1 at and multiplicity 1 at xt. This implies 
that each line belongs to the P-locus of J. Also D intersects the curve T at 
with multiplicity (m — l) 2 and at the points 2^ with multiplicity 1. Since 
D ■ r = m(m — 1) = (m — l) 2 + 2m — 2, this implies that T belongs to the 
P-locus two. The degree of the Jacobian is equal to 3 (m — 1 ) =m— 1 + 2m — 2, 
thus there is nothing more in the P-locus. 

Let us record what we have found so far. 

Proposition 7.3.18 Let J be the de Jonquieres transformation given by (7.44). 
Assume that the binary form 6 m _ia m _i — b m a m - 2 of degree 2m — 2 has no 
multiple roots. Then J has 2m— I proper fundamental points 0, x\, . . . , x 2m - 2 . 
The point is of multiplicity m — 2, the remaining ones are of multiplicity 1. 




r = V{t a m - 2 {ti,t 2 ) + a m _i(*i,t 2 )). 



(7.47) 
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The characteristic vector is (m, m — 2, 1, . . . , 1). The P-locus consists of a 
monoidal curve T given by Equation (7.47) and 2m — 2 lines XiO. 

If we drop the condition on the binary form b m -ia m -i — b m a m - 2 , some of 
the fundamental points become infinitely near. 

Let us see when J satisfies J = J -1 . The affine equation shows that this 

(V b' \ 

happens if and only if the trace of the matrix I ™ , m 1 is equal to 0. 

\ a m-2 a m 1 J 

Thus the condition is 

a m -i(h,t 2 ) + b m - 1 (t 1 ,t 2 ) = 0. (7.48) 
In this case the hyperelliptic curve has the equation 

*oOm-2(*i,*2) +2t a m -i{t 1> t 2 ) ~b m (t 1 ,t 2 ) = 0. (7.49) 

The curve T coincides with the first polar of H m . The fundamental points are 
the ramification points of the projection of H m from the point o. The trans- 
formation J is the de Jonquieres involution described in Subsection 7.2.3. It is 
clear that the curve H m is nonsingular if and only if we have 2m — 2 distinct 
fundamental points of multiplicity 1 . 

A space construction of a de Jonquieres transformation is due to L. Cremona 
[142]. Consider a rational curve R of bidegree (l,m — 2) on a nonsingular 
quadric Q in P 3 . Let £ be a line on Q which intersects R at m — 2 distinct 
points. For each point x in the space, there exists a unique line joining a point 
on £ and on R. In fact, the plane spanned by x and £ intersects R at a unique 
point r outside R n £ and the line xr intersects £ at a unique point s. Take two 
general planes II and II' and consider the following birational transformation 
/ : II --■ » II'. Take a general point p £ II, find the unique line joining a point 
r 6 R and a point s € £. It intersects II' at the point f(p). For a general line 
t in II the union of lines rs, r € R, s € L, that intersect I is a ruled surface 
of degree m. Its intersection with II' is a curve of degree m. This shows that 
the transformation / is of degree m. It has 2m — 2 simple base points. They 
are m — 1 points in II' n R and m — 1 points which are common to the line 
II n II' and the m — 1 lines joining the point £ fl II with the points in the 
intersection II n R. Finally, the point £ PI II' is a base point of multiplicity 
m — 1 . Identifying II and II' by means of an isomorphism, we obtain a de 
Jonquieres transformation. 
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7.4 Elementary transformations 

7.4.1 Minimal rational ruled surfaces 

First let us recall the definition of a minimal rational ruled surface F„. If n — 
this is the surface P 1 x P 1 . If n — 1 it is isomorphic to the blow-up of one point 
in P 2 with the ruling tt : Fi — > P 1 defined by the pencil of lines through the 
point. If n > 1, we consider the cone in P n+1 over a Veronese curve V ? \ C P™, 
i.e. we identify P n_1 with a hyperplane in P" and consider the union of lines 
joining a fixed point po not on the hyperplane with all points in V* . The surface 
F„ is a minimal resolution of the vertex po of the cone. The exceptional curve 
of the resolution is a smooth rational curve E n with E% — —n. The projection 
from the vertex of the cone extends to a morphism p : F„ — > P 1 which defines 
a ruling. The curve E n is its section, called the exceptional section. In the case 
n = 1, the exceptional curve E\ of the blow-up Fi — ► P 2 is also a section of 
the corresponding ruling p : Fi — > P 1 . It is also called the exceptional section. 

Recall from [281] some facts about vector and projective bundles that we 
will need next and later on. For any locally free sheaf £ of rank r + 1 over a 
scheme S one defines the vector bundle V(£ ) as the scheme Spec(Sym(£)). 
A local section U — > V(£) is defined by a homomorphism Sym(£) — > £>([/) 
of C(f/)-algebras, and hence by a linear map £|[/ — > 0(U). Thus the sheaf 
of local sections of the vector bundle V(£ ) is isomorphic to the sheaf £ v . The 
fiber V(£) x over a point i e lis equal to Spec Sym(£(x)) = £(x) v , where 
£(x) — £ ®o x x k(x) is the fiber of £ at x considered as a vector space over 
the residue field k(x) of the point x. 

The projective bundle associated with a vector bundle V(£ ) (or a locally 
free sheaf £) is the scheme P(£) = Proj(Sym(£)). It comes with the natural 
morphism p : ¥(£) — * S. In the same notation as above, 

¥(£)\U S Proj(Sym(^ +1 )) S Proj(O(C7)[t 0) . . • ,tr]) = 

For any point x E X, the fiber P(£) x over a; is equal to P(£(x)). 

By definition of the projective spectrum, it comes with an invertible sheaf 
0p(£)(l). Its sections overp _1 (C/) are homogeneous elements of degree 1 in 
Sym(Oy +1 ). This gives, for any k > 0, 

p*0 P( £)(fe) ^Sym fe (f). 

Note that, for any invertible sheaf C over S, we have P(£ (g) £) = P(f ) as 
schemes; however, the sheaf 0p(£)(l) has to be replaced with Op(f)(l) ®p*C. 

For any scheme 7r : X — > 5 over S 1 , a morphism of 5-schemes / : X — * 
P(f ) is defined by an invertible sheaf C over X and a surjection <fr : ir*£ — * £. 
When we trivialize P(£ ) over U, the surjection tj> defines r + 1 sections of 
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C\tt 1 (U). This gives a local map x i— > [so(#)i • ■ • , s r (x)] from it 1 (U) to 
p~ 1 (U) = Pjj. These maps are glued together to define a global map. We have 
C = f*O m (l). 

Example 7.4.1 Let us take X = S. Then an S'-morphism S — > P(£) is a 
section s : S — > P(£). It is defined by an invertible sheaf £ on S and a 
surjection : £ — > £. We have £ = s*C P ( £ )(l). 

Another special case is when we take i : x — Spec(«;(x)) °-> S to be a 
closed point in S. Then an invertible sheaf on a point is the constant sheaf k x 
and i*£ — £ x — £ /m x £ — £(x) is the fiber of the sheaf £. The corresponding 
morphism x — > P(£) is defined by a surjection £ (x) — * k x , i.e. by a point in 
the projective space P(£(x)). This agrees with the description of fibres of a 
projective bundle from above. 

Lemma 7.4.2 Let s : S — > P(£) foe a section, C = s*Ow£\(l) and let 
K, = Ker(£ — > £). Lef i« identify S with s(S). Then /C v <8> £ is isomorphic to 
the normal sheaf of s{S) in ¥(£). 

Proof We use exact sequence (7.9) to compute the normal sheaf. Recall that 
the sheaf f2 p „ of regular 1 -forms on projective space can be defined by the 
exact sequence (the Euler exact sequence) 

-f -> O pn (-l) n+1 -> O pn -> 0. 

More generally, we have a similar exact sequence on any projective bundle 
P(£) over a scheme S: 

- np (£ )/s - P* f ® Op(£)(-l) -» °F(f) -» 0. (7.50) 

Here the homomorphism p*£ ® ©p(£)(— 1) — > Op(£) is equal to the homo- 
morphismp*£ — > 0p(£)(l) after twisting by —1. Thus 

^p(5)/s(1) = Ker(p*£ - Op (£) (l)). (7.51) 
Applying s* to both sides we get 

/c = s*ri P ( £ )/ S (i). 

Since 0^m, s = {0}, we get from (7.9) 

s *(Ns(S)/P{£)) — S *^P{£)/S — ^ ® £ . 

Passing to the duals, we get the formula for the normal sheaf of the section. □ 

Let us apply this to minimal ruled surfaces F n . It is known that any locally 
free sheaf over P 1 is isomorphic to the direct sum of invertible sheaves. Sup- 
pose £ is of rank 2. Then £ = C P i (a) C P i (b) for some integers a, b. Since 
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the projective bundle ¥(£) does not change if we tensor £ with an invertible 
sheaf, we may assume that a = and b = —n < (this corresponds to the 
normalization taken in [281], Chapter V, §2, Proposition 2.8). 

Proposition 7.4.3 Let tt : X — > P 1 be a morphism of a nonsingular surface 
such that all fibres are isomorphic to P 1 . Suppose tt has a section whose image 
E satisfies E 2 — —nfor some n > 0. Then X = F„. 

Proof Let f be the divisor class of a fiber of tt and let e be the divisor class 
of the section E. For any divisor class D on X such that D ■ f = a, we obtain 
(D — ae) ■ f = 0. If D represents an irreducible curve C, this implies that ir(C) 
is a point, and hence C is a fibre. Writing every divisor as a linear combination 
of irreducible curves, we obtain that any divisor class is equal to af + be for 
some integers a, b. Let us write Kx = af + be. By the adjunction formula, 
applied to a fiber and the section E, we get 

-2 = (af + be) - J, -2 + n = (af + be) ■ e = a - 2nb. 

This gives 

K x = (-2 - n)f - 2e. (7.52) 

Assume n > 0. Consider the linear system \nf + e\. We have 

( n f + e ) 2 = n, (nf + e) • ((-2 - n)f - 2e) = -2 - n. 

By Riemann-Roch, dim |rif + e| > n + 1. The linear system |nf + e| has no 
base points because it contains the linear system |nf | with no base points. Thus 
it defines a regular map ¥(£) — > P". Since (nf + e) ■ e — 0, it blows down the 
section E to a point p. Since(nf + e) • f = a, it maps fibres to lines passing 
through p. The degree of the image is (nf + e) 2 = n. Thus the image of the 
map is a surface of degree n equal to the union of lines through a point. It must 
be a cone over the Veronese curve V„ if n > 1 and P 2 if n = 1. The map is its 
minimal resolution of singularities. This proves the assertion in this case. 

Assume n = 0. We leave it to the reader to check that the linear system 
|f + e| maps X isomorphically to a quadric surface in P 3 . □ 

Corollary 7.4.4 

P(Opi ®O r i(-n)) S F„. 

Proof The assertion is obvious if £ = Opi © Opi. Assume n > 0. Consider 
the section of ¥(£) defined by the surjection 



<f>:£ = O p i ®Ofi (-n) -> C = O v i(-n), (7.53) 
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corresponding to the projection to the second factor. Obviously, M = Ker(^) = 
Opi . Applying Lemma 7.4.2, we get 

■A/'s(p 1 )/p(£) — O r i(—n). 

Now, if C is any curve on a surface X, its ideal sheaf is isomorphic to Ox (— C) 
and hence the conormal sheaf is isomorphic to Ox(~ C)/Ox(—2C). This 
easily implies that 

Mcix = O x (C)®O c . (7.54) 

In particular, we see that the degree of the invertible sheaf Nc/x on the curve 
C is equal to the self-intersection C 2 . 

Thus we obtain that the self-intersection of the section s defined by the sur- 
jection (7.53) is equal to —n. It remains for us for us to apply the previous 
Proposition. □ 



7.4.2 Elementary transformations 

Let 7r : F„ — > P 1 be a ruling of F„ (the unique one if n ^ 0). Let x S F n 
and F x be the fiber of the ruling containing x. If we blow up x, the proper 
transform F x of F x is an exceptional curve of the first kind. We can blow it 
down to obtain a nonsingular surface X. The projection it induces a morphism 
tt' : X — > P 1 with any fiber isomorphic to P 1 . Let So be the exceptional 
section or any section with the self-intersection if n — (such a section is 
of course equal to a fiber of the second ruling of Fo). Assume that x ^ So. 
The proper transform Sq of Sq on the blow-up has the self-intersection equal 
to — n, and its image in X has the self-intersection equal to — n + 1. Applying 
Proposition 7.4.3, we obtain that X = F n _i. This defines a birational map 

elms : F„ — > F n _ x . 



E 



Fx 



-1 - 



E 



So 



So 



Figure 7.4 Elementary transformation 



Here in Figure 7.4, on the left, we blow down F x to obtain F„_i, and, on 
the right, we blow down F x to obtain F n +i- 



360 



Cremona transformations 



Assume that x £ E n . Then the proper inverse transform of Sq on the blow- 
up has self-intersection — n — 1 and its image in X has the self-intersection 
equal to — n — 1. Applying Proposition 7.4.3, we obtain that X = F n+ i. This 
defines a birational map 

elm x : F„ — > F n+1 . 

A birational map elm^ is called an elementary transformation. 

Remark 7.4.5 Let £ be a locally free sheaf over a nonsingular curve B. As 
we explained in Example 7.4.1, a point x £ P(£) is defined by a surjection 
£(x) — > k(x), where k(x) is considered as the structure sheaf of the closed 
point x. Composing this surjection with the natural surjection £ — > £(x), we 
get a surjective morphism of sheaves <f> x : £ — > k(:t). Its kernel Ker(0 a; ) is a 
subsheaf of £ which has no torsion. Since the base is a regular 1 -dimensional 
scheme, the sheaf £' = Ker(4> x ) is locally free. Thus we have defined an oper- 
ation on locally free sheaves. It is also called an elementary transformation. 

Consider the special case when B = P 1 and £ = (Dpi © (Dpi (—ri). We have 
an exact sequence 

-> £' -> (Dpi ffi Opi (-n) ^ 0. 

The point x belongs to the exceptional section So if and only if <j) x factors 
through Opi (-n) -> Then f ' = C P i © C P i (-n - 1) and P(f ') = F n+1 . 
The inclusion of sheaves £' C £ gives rise to a rational map P(£) --■> V{£') 
which coincides with elm x . If x ^ 5o, then factors through Opi , and we ob- 
tainf ^ P i(-l)©0 P i(-n). In this case P(f') = P(0 P i ®O r i (-n+1)) = 
F„_i and again, the inclusion £' C £ defines a rational map P(£) — » P(f ) 
which coincides with elm^. We refer for this sheaf-theoretical interpretation 
of elementary transformation to [280]. A more general definition applied to 
projective bundles over any algebraic variety can be found in [25], [566]. 

Let x, y € F n . Assume that x £ So, y $ So and n(x) ^ 7r(y). Then the 
composition 

e x . y = elrriy o elm^ : F„ — > F„ 

is a birational automorphism of F„. Here we identify the point y with its image 
in elm x (F n ). If n = 0, we have to fix one of the two structures of a projective 
bundle on Fq. Similarly, we get a birational automorphism e V:X = elm y o elm^ 
of F n . We can also extend this definition to the case when y >-x x, where 
y does not correspond to the tangent direction defined by the fiber passing 
through x or the exceptional section (or any section with self-intersection 0). 
We blow up x, then y, and then blow down the proper transform of the fiber 
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through x and the proper inverse transform of the exceptional curve blown up 
from x. 

7.4.3 Birational automorphisms of P 1 x P 1 

Let X be a rational variety and let <j> : X ---> P" be a birational isomorphism. 
It defines a homomorphism of the groups of birational automorphisms 

Bir(P") -> Bir(X), / h-> o f o <j) 

with the inverse 

Bir(X) -> Bir(P"), j^^ogof ] . 

Here we realize this simple observation by taking X = P 1 x P 1 , identified 
with a nonsingular quadric Q in P 3 . We identify P 2 with a plane in P 3 and take 
(f> : Q — » P 2 to be the projection map p XQ from a point xq. Let a, b be the 
images of the two lines on Q containing the point xq. The inverse map <f>~ 1 is 
given by the linear system \2h — qi — (72 1 of conies through the points qi, q 2 , 
and a choice of an appropriate basis in the linear system. Let 

$ X0 : Bir(Q) -> Bir(P 2 ) 

be the corresponding isomorphism of groups. 

A birational automorphism of P 1 x P 1 is given by a linear system \mh\ + 
kh 2 — rj\, where h\, h 2 are the divisor classes of fibres of the projection maps 
pr 4 : P 1 x P 1 — > P 1 , and 77 is a bubble cycle on Q. If we fix coordinates 
(uo,Mi), {vq,v\) on each factor of P 1 x P 1 , then a birational automorphism 
of the product is given by four bihomogeneous polynomials R ,Ri,R' Q} R[ of 
bidegree (m, k): 

([ao, 01], [6 , &i]) >-> ([i2i(a, 6), i? 2 (a, 6], [R' (a, b),R[{a, b)}). 
Explicitly, let us use an isomorphism 

P 1 x P 1 -» Q, ([a ,Oi], [60,61]) i-» [a 6o,a 6i,aife ,ai6i], 

where Q = V(z n z 3 — Z\z 2 ). Take x = [0, 0, 0, 1]. The projection map p Xo is 
given by [zo,z\,z 2 , z 3 ] h- > [z , Zi,z 2 ]. The inverse map p^ 1 can be given by 
the formulas 

\p0, tli ^2] l— * [io>*0*l)*0*2)*l*2]- 

It is not defined at the points qi = [0, 1,0] and q 2 = [0, 0, 1]. 

If g is given by R , Ri,R' , R[, then & Xo (g) is given by the formula 

[z , Zl ,z 2 ] » [i2o(o,6)i2{,(o, 6), Jio(a,6)i2i(o, 6)^1(0,6)^(0,6)], 
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where [z Q ,z 1 ,z 2 ] = [a b , ao&i, axb ] for some [a , bo], [bo, h] G P 1 . 

If / : P 2 -~ » P 2 is given by the polynomials P ,Pi,P-2, then ^oif) is 
given by the formula 

[zo, zi,z 2 , z 3 ] [Po(z') 2 , P (z')P 1 (z'),Po(z')P 2 (z'),P 1 (z')P 2 (z% 

(7.55) 

where Pi(z') = Pi(z , z 1 ,z 2 ). 

Let Aut(Q) C Bir(Q) be the subgroup of biregular automorphisms of Q. 
It contains a subgroup Aut(Q)° of index 2 that leaves invariant each family 
of lines on Q. By acting on each factor of the product P 1 x P 1 , it becomes 
isomorphic to the product PGL(2) x PGL(2). 

Lemma 7.4.6 Let a G Aut(Q)°. If <j{xo) ^ xq, then <$> Xo (a) is a quadratic 
transformation with fundamental points a, b,p Xo (cr (xo)). If a(xo) — Xq, 
then & Xo (a) is a projective transformation. 

Proof If x = o-(xq) ^ Xq, then the F-locus of / — Q Xo (a) consists of three 
points qi,q 2 and p XQ (x). It follows from (7.35), that it must be a quadratic 
transformation. If <r(xo) = xq, then the map / is not defined only at qi and 
q 2 . The rational map : P 2 - -■> Q can be resolved by blowing up the two 
points qi , q 2 followed by blowing down the proper transform of the line q\q 2 . 
It is clear that it does not have infinitely near fundamental points. Since any 
non-projective planar Cremona transformation has at least three fundamental 
points, we obtain that the map / extends to an automorphism of P 2 . □ 

Remark 7.4.7 The image <& 3;o (Aut(Q) consists of quadratic or projective 
transformations which leave invariant the linear system of conies through two 
points qi,q 2 . These are complex conies discussed in Subsection 2.2.3. Over 
reals, when we deal with real conies through the ideal points in the line at in- 
finity, the group Q X() (Aut(Q)) is known as the Inversive group in dimension 2 
(see [392]). 

The subgroup $ Xo (Aut(Q)) of Cr(2) = Bir(P 2 ) is an example of a linear 
algebraic subgroup of the Cremona group Cr(2). All such subgroups in Cr(2) 
were classified by F. Enriques [212]. In particular, he showed that any linear 
algebraic subgroup of rank 2 in Cr(2) is contained in a subgroup isomorphic 
to Aut(F„) for some n. There is a generalization of this result to the group 
Cr(n) = Bir(P") (see [163]). Instead of minimal ruled surfaces one considers 
smooth toric varieties of dimension n. 

Take two points x, y in Q which do not lie on a line and consider the bira- 
tional transformation e XjV := e\m x o elmj, defined in the previous Subsection. 
Recall that to define e x . y , we have to fix one of the two structures of a projec- 
tive bundle on Q. We do not exclude the case when there is only one proper 
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point among x and y, say y >- x. It is easy to see that the linear system defining 
the transformation e x<y is equal to \2h% +ti2—x — y\, where hi is the class of 
a fiber of the projective bundle structure pr : Q — > P 1 . 

Proposition 7.4.8 $ Xo (i^.y) is a product of quadratic transformations. More- 
over, if xq € {x,y}, then <& Xo (t Xty ) is a quadratic transformation. Otherwise, 
<& Xo (t xy ) is the product of two quadratic transformations. 

Proof Let t : X — > Q be the blow-up of the bubble cycle a; + y. It factors 
into the composition of the blow-up t\ : Q x Q of x and the blow-up 
t~2 ■ Q' — * Qi; of Suppose xo € {^,2/}- Without loss of generality, we 
may assume that xq = x. The composition of rational maps it = p Xo o t : 
qi p 2 is a regular map. Let a : X — > Q be the blowing-down of the 
proper transforms of the fiber l x (resp. i y ) of pr : Q — ► P 1 containing x (resp. 
y). The composition a = p xo o a : Q' — > Q --■ » P 2 is also a regular map. 
The two morphisms ir, a : X — > P 2 define a resolution of the birational map 
^£c ( e a;,i;)- It is immediate that this resolution coincides with a resolution of a 
quadratic transformation with fundamental points qi, q2,Px (y)- Note that, if 
y y x, then p Xo (y) >- (72, where the line ^ is blown down to (72 under the map 
Q^P 2 . 

If xq 7^ x, y, we compose e x . y with an automorphism g of Q such that 
cr(xo) = x. Then 

®x (ex, v °g) = ^ Xo (e XO: g-i(y)) = $ Xo (e XjV )o$ Xo (g). 

By Lemma 7.4.6, Q Xo (g) is a quadratic transformation. By the previous case, 
®x (e Xo . a - 1 (y)) is a quadratic transformation. Also the inverse of a quadratic 
transformation is a quadratic transformation. Thus & Xo (e Xty ) is a product of 
two quadratic transformations. 

□ 

Proposition 7.4.9 Let T : F„ — - > F m £>e a birational map. Assume that T 
commutes with the projections of the minimal ruled surfaces to P 1 . Then T is 
a composition of biregular maps and elementary transformations. 

Proof Let (X, ir, a) be a resolution of T. The morphism ir (resp. a) is the 
blow-up of an admissible ordered bubble cycle r\ = [x\, . . . ,xn) (resp. £ = 
(j/i, ... , 2/jv)). Let pi : F„ — > P 1 and j<2 : F m — * P 1 be the structure mor- 
phisms of the projective bundles. The two composition p\ o 7r and p2° <J coin- 
cide and define a map 

: X -> P 1 . 

Let 01, .. . ,0^ be points in P 1 such that F ?; = </> _1 (aj) = n*(pi (a,i)) is a 
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reducible curve. We have n*(Fi) — p^ 1 (a i ) and a*(Fi) = p 2 _1 (a i ). Let Ei be 
the unique component of Ri which is mapped surjectively to p^ 1 {ai) and E[ 
be the unique component of F, L which is mapped surjectively to ■p 2 X { a i)- The 
preimages in X of the maximal points in 77 and £ (with respect to the admissible 
order) are (— l)-curves E\, . . . , E k and E[, . . . , E' k ,. Let E be a (— l)-curve 
component of Fi that is different from E\ , . . . , E k and £^ , . . . , . We can 
reorder the order of the blow-ups to assume that n(E) — xn and a(E) — y^. 
Let ttn : X — > -Xjv-i be the blow-up of 2;^ and : X ^> Yjv-i be the 
blow-up of j/jv- Since 7Tat and ctjv blow down the same curve, there exists 
an isomorphism <f> : Xn-i — Yn-i- Thus, we can replace the resolution 
(X, 7r, a) with 

(-XjV-l,7Tl O . . . O 7TJV-1,CT1 O . . . O C7JV-1 O (/>). 

Continuing in this way, we may assume that x n and yx are the only maximal 
points of 7r and a such that P\(xn) = P2{vn) = a-i- Let E = ■k^ 1 {xn) and 
E' = cr _1 (yAr). Let R ^ E' be a component of (f)^ 1 (a i ) which intersects E. 
Let x = tt(R). Since a; at >- ^, and no other points is infinitely near x, we get 
R 2 = —2. Blowing down E, we get that the image of R has self-intersection 
— 1. Continuing in this way, we get two possibilities: 

(1) 

Fi = Ei + El, E} = El 2 = —l,Ei ■ El = 1, 

(2) 

Fi = Ei + Ri + ■ ■ ■ + Rk + El, E i = El = — 1, 

R i = — 1, Ei ■ Ri = . . . = Ri ■ Ri+i = Rk ■ El = 1, 

and all other intersections are equal to zero. 

In the first case, T = elm Xjv . In the second case, let g : X — > X' be the 
blow-down of Ei, let x = n(Ri (~\Ei). Then T = T' o elm^, where T' satisfies 
the assumption of the proposition. Continuing in this way, we write T as the 
composition of elementary transformations. □ 

Let J be a de Jonquieres transformation of degree m with fundamental 
points o,x\, . . . , X2 m -2- We use the notation from Subsection 7.3.6. Let ir : 
X — > P 2 be the blow-up of the base points. We factor ir as the composi- 
tion of the blow-up m : X\ — > X = P 2 of the point and the blow-ups 
TTi : Xi + i — > Xi of the points Xi. Let p : X\ — > P 1 be the map given by the 
pencil of lines through the point 0. The composition 4> : X — > Xi — > P 1 is a 
con/c bundle. This means that its general fiber is isomorphic to P 1 and it has 
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2m— 2 singular fibres Fi over the points aj corresponding to the lines li = 0X{. 
Each singular fiber is equal to the union of two (— 1) -curves F[ + F" intersect- 
ing trans versally at one point x\. The curve F[ is the proper transform of the 
line £i, and the curve F" is the proper transform of the exceptional curve Ei 
of the blow-up Xi + i — > Xj, i > 1. The proper transform E of the exceptional 
curve of X\ — > Xq is a section of the conic bundle <f> : X — > P 1 . It intersects 
the components F[. The proper transform T of the curve T is another section. 
It intersects the components F" . Moreover, it intersects E at 2m — 2 points 
Zi, . . . , Z2m-2 corresponding to the common branches of T and the proper 
transform H' m of the hyperelliptic curve H m at the point o. The curve H' m is 
a 2-section of the conic bundle (i.e. the restriction of the map <j> to H' m is of 
degree 2). 

Recall that the curve T and the lines ^ form the P-locus of J. Let a : X — > 
P 2 be the blow-down of the curves F/, . . . , i 7, 2r?x-2 an d r. The morphisms 
7r, a : X — * P 2 define a resolution of the transformation J. We may assume 
that a is the composition of the blow-downs X — * i^ m _3 Yj. —► 

Yo = IP 2 , where Y\ — * Y) is the blow-down of the image of T under the 
composition X ... —*Y\, and Y2 — * Yt is the blow-down of the image of 
F{inY 2 . 

The surfaces X\ and Y\ are isomorphic to Fi. The morphisms X — > Xi 
and X — > Yi define a resolution of the birational map T' : Fi — » Fi equal to 
the composition of 2m — 2 elementary transformations 



F 1 F — > F 1 —+ ... — » F --"^ 2 Fx. 



If we take xo to be the image of l\ under elm;,,^ , and use it to define the iso- 
morphism $ Xo : Bir(F ) -» Bir(P 2 ), then we obtain that T = $ XQ (T'), 
where T' is the composition of transformations e x '. jX >. i E Bir(Fo), where 
i = 3, 5, . . . , 2m — 3. Applying Proposition 7.4.8, we obtain the following. 



Theorem 7.4.10 A de Jonquieres transformation is equal to a composition 
of quadratic transformations. 
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7.5 Noether's Factorization Theorem 

7.5.1 Characteristic matrices 

Consider a resolution (7.1) of a Cremona transformation T of degree d 



X 




Obviously, it gives a resolution of the inverse transformation T 1 . The roles 
of 7r and a are interchanged. Let 

a : X = X M ^ X M -x ■ ■ ■ ^ X, X = P 2 (7.56) 

be the factorization into a sequence of blow-ups similar to the one we had for 
7r. It defines a bubble cycle £ and the homaloidal net \d'h — £| defining T^ 1 
(it follows from Subsection 7.13 that d! = d). Let £[,..., £' M be the corre- 
sponding exceptional configurations. We will always take for X a minimal 
resolution. It must be isomorphic to the minimal resolution of the graph of (p. 

Lemma 7.5.1 Let £\,... ,£n be the exceptional configurations for tt and 
£[,..., £' M be the exceptional configurations for a. Then 

N = M. 

Proof Let S be a nonsingular projective surface and tt : S' — > S be a blow- 
up of a point. Then the Picard group Pic(S') is generated by the preimage 
7r*(Pic(5)) and the divisor class [E] of the exceptional curve. Also we know 
that [E] is orthogonal to any divisor class from 7r*(Pic(5)) and this implies 
that 

Pic(S') = Z[£]e7r*(Pic(S)). 
In particular, taking S = P 2 , we obtain, by induction that 

JV 

Pic(X)=7T*(Pic(P 2 ))00[£y. 

1=1 

This implies that Pic(X) is a free abelian group of rank N + 1. Replacing tt 
with cr, we obtain that the rank is equal to 1 + M, Thus N = M. 

□ 



It could happen that all exceptional configurations of 7r are irreducible (i.e. 
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no infinitely points are used to define n) but some of the exceptional configu- 
rations of a are reducible. This happens in the case of the transformation given 
in Exercise 7.2. 

Definition 7.5.2 An ordered resolution of a Cremona transformation is the 
diagram (7.1) together with an order of a sequence of the exceptional curves 
for a and n (equivalently, a choice of an admissible order on the bubble cycles 
defining n and a). 

Any ordered resolution of T defines two bases in Pic(X). The first basis is 
e' :e' = a*(h), e[ = [£[],..., e' N = [8' N \. 
The second basis is 



e : e = n*(h), e\ = [£{\, 



■ , e^v 



[£ 



N 



Here, as always, h denotes the class of a line in the plane. 

We say that a resolution is minimal if e'j ^ e, for any If e'j = e», 
then the exceptional configurations £j and £j are equal. We can change the 
admissible orders on the bubble cycles defining the maps it and a to assume 
that i = j = n — b, where b is the number of irreducible components in Si, 
the exceptional divisor of itN-i ■ X — > Xj is equal to £ j and the exceptional 
divisor of a Mi ■ X — > Yi is equal to £[. By the universal property of the 
blow-up, this implies that there exists an isomorphism <f> : X$ — > Yi such that 
4> o -K Ni = ONj- Thus, we can replace X with Xi and define a new resolution 
7Tio : Xi — > P 2 , ° : Xi — > P 2 of T. The old resolution factors through the 
new one. 

From now on, we assume that we chose a minimal resolution of T. Write 



N 



N 



Sq = rfe - mje^, = dje - ^ myej, j > 0. 



By the minimality property, we may assume that d, d\, . . . , djv > 0. The ma- 
trix 

/ d di ... djy \ 

-mi —mn • ■ • ~ m iN 



A = 



\-mN 



-mjvi 



-m NN J 



(7.57) 



is called the characteristic matrix of T with respect to an ordered resolution. It 
is the matrix of change of basis from e to e'. 
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Here (d; mi, . . . , mjv) is the characteristic of T. In other columns the vec- 
tors (dj,mij, . . . , mjvj) describe the divisor classes of the exceptional con- 
figurations £'j of (j. The image of £'■ in P 2 is a curve in the linear system 
\djh — J2iLi m ij x i\- Its degree is equal to dj. It may not be irreducible or 
reduced. Let E be a unique (—1) -component of the exceptional configuration 
£j . It corresponds to a minimal point in the bubble cycle 77' infinitely near xj of 
order equal to the number of irreducible components of £j minus one. By the 
minimality assumption, the image n(E) is an irreducible curve, and the image 
ir(£j) contains n(E) with multiplicity equal to bj. 

The image of £ j under the map tt is called a total principal curve of T. Its 
degree is equal to dj. The reduced union of total principal curves is equal to 
the P-locus of T. 

The characteristic matrix defines a homomorphism of free abelian groups 

<j> A : Z 1+N - Z 1+N . 

We equip Z 1+Ar with the standard hyperbolic inner product, where the norm 
v 2 of a vector v = (a , a\, . . . , a at) is defined by 

222 2 
u = a - a x a N . 

The group Z 1+Ar equipped with this integral quadratic form is customary de- 
noted by I 1 ' 1 * . It is an example of a quadratic lattice, a free abelian group 
equipped with an integral valued quadratic form. We will discuss quadratic 
lattices in Chapter 8. Since both bases e and e!_ are orthonormal with respect 
to the inner product, we obtain that the characteristic matrix is orthogonal, i.e. 
belongs to the group 0(/ 1,Ar ) C 0(1, N), where 0(1, N) is the real orthog- 
onal group of the hyperbolic space M 1Ar with the hyperbolic norm defined by 
the quadratic form — x\ — ■ ■ ■ — x 2 . 

Recall that the orthogonal group 0(1, N) consists of (N + 1) x (N + 1) 
matrices M such that 

M' 1 = J N+l l MJ N+ll (7.58) 

where Jn+i is the diagonal matrix diag[l, —1, . . . , —1]. 
In particular, the characteristic matrix A~ x of T _1 satisfies 



= J*AJ: 



Id mi ... ton \ 
-di —mu ■ ■ ■ —mNi 



\-d N -mijv • • • -m NN ) 



(7.59) 



It follows that the vector (d; di, . . . , djv) is equal to the characteristic vector 
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of T~ 1 . In particular, we obtain again that the degree of T is equal to the degree 
of T _1 , the fact specific to dimension 2. Also, (7.35) implies that d± + ■■■ + 
dfj = d — 3. This shows that the sum of the degrees of total principal curves of 
T is equal to the degree of the Jacobian J of the polynomials defining T. This 
explains the multiplicities of irreducible components of V( J). They are larger 
than one when not all fundamental points are proper. 

Let / : X' — > X be a rational map of irreducible varieties. For any closed 
irreducible subvariety Z of X' with X' n dom(/) ^ 0, we denote by f(Z) the 
closure of the image of Z n dom(/) under /. 

Proposition 7.5.3 Let T : P 2 -~ * P 2 be a Cremona transformation with 
fundamental points X\, . . . , xjy and fundamental points y\, . . . , j/jy of T _1 . 
Let A be the characteristic matrix of T. Let C be an irreducible curve on P 2 
of degree n which passes through the points y$ with multiplicities m. Let n! be 
the degree ofT(C) and let ri! i be the multiplicity ofT(C) at a;,. Then the vector 
v = (n', —n'i, . . . , —n' N ) is equal to A~ x ■ v, where v = (n, —nt, . . . , —riff). 

Proof Let (X, ir, a) be a minimal resolution of T. The divisor class of the 
proper inverse transform 7r _1 (C) in X is equal to v = neo — Yl n i e i- If we 
rewrite it in terms of the basis (e' , e[, . . . , e' N ) we obtain that it is equal to 
v' = n'eo — J2 n 'i e i> where v' = Av. Now the image of 7r _1 (C) under a 
coincides with <f>(C). By definition of the curves £i, the curve </> _1 (C) is a 
curve of degree n' passing through the fundamental points yi of T^ 1 with 
multiplicities n^. □ 

Let C be a total principal curve of T and ceo — 52i=i c i e i ^ e me cl ass of 
7r _1 (C). Let v = (c, — ci, . . . , — Cff). Since T(C) is a point, A ■ v = —e'j for 



Example 7.5.4 The following matrix is a characteristic matrix of the standard 
quadratic transformation T st or its degenerations T st , T s ' t '. 



some j. 



( 2 



1 





1 



1 \ 



A 



-1 
-1 



1 







1 



1 
1 



(7.60) 



V-i 



1 



1 



0/ 



This follows from Example 7.1.9. 
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The following is a characteristic matrix of a de Jonquieres transformation 
/ 



A 



m 


m — 1 


1 . 


• 1 \ 


m + 1 


-m+ 2 


-1 . 


. -1 


-1 


-1 


-1 . 


. 


-1 


-1 


. 


. 


-1 


-1 


. 


. 


-1 


-1 


. 


• -v 



(7.61) 



Observe that the canonical class Kx is an element of Pic(X) which can be 
written in both bases as 



N 



K x = -3e + ^ e i = ~ 3e o + X! e i- 

i=l i=l 

This shows that the matrix A considered as an orthogonal transformation of 
I 1 ' 1 * leaves the vector 



'AT 



-3e + ei H h e N = (-3, !,...,!) 



invariant. Here, ei denotes the unit vector in Z 1+N with (i + l)-th coordinate 
equal to 1 and other coordinates equal to zero. 

The matrix A defines an orthogonal transformation of the orthogonal com- 
plement (ZkAr)- 1 . 

Lemma 7.5.5 The following vectors form a basis of (JAln)^- 

N > 3 : ai = e - ei - e 2 - e 3 , a, = ej_i - e,, i = 2, . . . , N, 
N = 2 : ai = e - 3ei, a 2 = ei - e 2 , 
JV = 1 : ai = e — 3ei. 

Proof Obviously, the vectors a* are orthogonal to the vector k^r. Suppose a 
vector v — (a , a 1; . . . , a^r) G (Zkjv)- 1 -. Thus 3a + a « = 0, hence 

— a w = 3a + J^ila 1 a «- Assume N > 3. We can write 

v = a (eo - ei - e 2 -e 3 ) + (a + ai)(ei -e 2 ) + (2a + ai + a 2 )(e 2 - e 3 ) 

JV-1 

+ ^ (3a + ai H h ai)(ej - e i+ i). 



i=3 



If N = 2, we write i> = a (e — 3ei) + (3a + ai)(ei — e 2 ). If TV = 1, 
u = a (e — 3ei). □ 
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It is easy to compute the matrix Qm = (<%•) of the restriction of the inner 
product to (Zkjy) 1 - with respect to the basis (a 0} ajv-i). We have 



-8 3 
3 -2 



if TV = 2. 



(-8), if JV = 1, 
If TV > 3, we have 

'-2 if* = j, 
1 if |i — j\ = 1 and i, j > 1, 
1 if i = 0, j = 3, 
otherwise. 

For TV > 3 the matrix A+2In is the incidence matrix of the graph from Figure 
7.5 (the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of type T 2; 3 i jv-3)- 



«2 



a 3 



Q4 



Q!4 



O-N-2 CtM 



• ai 



Figure 7.5 Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of type T2,3,jv_3 

For 3 < N < 8 this is the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of the root system of 
the semi-simple Lie algebra 3(3 SI2 of type A 2 + A\ if = 3, of s[ 5 of type 
2t 4 if N = 4, of so 10 of type .D5 if N — 5 and of the exceptional simple Lie 
algebra of type E N if N = 6, 7, 8. 

We have 

k% = 9 - N. 

This shows that the matrix Qn is negative definite if N < 9, semi -negative 
definite with 1 -dimensional null-space for N = 9, and of signature (1, TV — 1) 
for TV > 10. By a direct computation one checks that its determinant is equal 

to TV - 9. 

Proposition 7.5.6 Assume TV < 8. There are only finitely many possible char- 
acteristic matrices. In particular, there are only finitely many possible charac- 
teristics of a homaloidal net with < 8 base points. 

Proof Let 

G = {M e GL(TV) : t MQ N M = Q N }. 
Since Qn is negative definite for TV < 8, the group G is isomorphic to the 
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orthogonal group O(N), The latter group is a compact Lie group. A character- 
istic matrix belongs to the subgroup O(Qjv) = GO GL(iV, Z). Since the latter 
is discrete, it must be finite. □ 

There are further properties of characteristic matrices for which we refer to 
[2] for the modern proofs. The most important of these is the following Clebsch 
Theorem. 

Theorem 7.5.7 Let A be the characteristic matrix. There exists a bijection 
f3 : N — > N such that for any set I of columns with di — n,i € I, there exists 
a set of rows J with =f/=I = =f/=J such that fij — /3(a), j S J. 

Note that subtracting two columns (or rows) with the same first entry, and 
taking the inner product square, we easily get that they differ only at two en- 
tries by ±1. This implies a certain symmetry of the matrix if one reorders the 
columns and rows according to Clebsch's Theorem. We refer for the details to 
[2]. 



7.5.2 The Weyl groups 

Let Ejv = (Zkjv)- 1 = Z N equipped with the quadratic form obtained by 
the restriction of the inner product in J 1 ' . Assume N > 3. For any vector 
a E with a 2 = —2, we define the following element in O(En): 

r a : v i— ► v + (w, a)a. 

It is called a reflection with respect to a. It leaves the orthogonal complement 
to a pointwisely fixed, and maps a to —a. 

Definition 7.5.8 The subgroup W(En) o/0(Ejv) generated by reflections 
r a . is called the Weyl group ofE^. 

The following Proposition is stated without proof. It follows from the theory 
of groups generated by reflections (see, for example, [186], 4.3). 

Proposition 7.5.9 The Weyl group W(E N ) is of infinite index in O(Ejv) for 
N > 10. For N < 10, 

0(V N ) = W(E N ) x (r), 

where r 2 = 1 and t = 1 if N = 7,8, t = —1 if N — 9, 10 and r is induced 
by the symmetry of the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram for N = 4, 5, 6. 

Note that any reflection can be extended to an orthogonal transformation of 
the lattice I 1 '" (use the same formula). The subgroup generated by reflections 
r ai ,i ^ 1, acts as the permutation group 6^ of the vectors ei, . . . , ejy. 
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Lemma 7.5.10 (Noether's inequality) Let v = (d, mi, . . . , mjv). Assume 
d > 0, mi > . . . > m,N > 0, and 

("J Z)»=i = 3d - 2 + a, 
w/zere a G { — 1,0, 1}. Then 

mi + m 2 + m 3 > d. 

Proof We have 

m 2 H + m 2 N = d 2 — 1, mi + • • • + m^ = 3d — 3. 

Multiplying equality (ii) by 777,3 an d subtracting it from equality (i), we obtain 

777 1 (?77 1 —7773) +7772(7772 — 777 3 ) — 777j(777 3 — 777j) = d 2 + a — 3m 3 (d — 2=2 ) . 

i>4 

We can rewrite the previous equality in the form 

(d - 2 - 3 ^)(777l + 777 2 + 777 3 - d - ^p) = (™1 - 777 3 ) (d - 2=2 - 777l) + 

(7772 - 777 3 )(d - 2=2 - 7772 ) + ^ TO *( m 3 - "7i) + O + (^) 2 . 

i>4 

Note that < 1 < unless a = -1 when 2=2 = l. I n any case, (i) 
and (ii) give that d — 2=2 — m . > o. Thus all summands in the right-hand 
side are positive. In the left-hand side, the factor d — 2=2 j s positive unless 
d = 1, a = —1. In the latter case, all m; L = contradicting our assumption that 
?77jv > 0. Thus we obtain 7771+7772 + 7773 > d + 2=2. Since 2=2 = — | if it 
is not positive, this implies mi + 777 2 + m 3 > d. □ 

Corollary 7.5.11 

mi > d/3. 

We can apply Noether's Lemma to the case when v = (d, mi, . . . ,mjv) is 
the characteristic vector of a homaloidal net or when deo — m^e j is the class 
of an exceptional configuration. 

Definition 7.5.12 Let v = de - £i=i e J 1 '^. We say f/ia/ t> w of 
homaloidal type (resp. conic bundle type, exceptional type) i//f satisfies condi- 
tions ( i) and ( ii) from the above with a = — 1 ( resp. a = 0, resp. a = I). We 
say that v is of proper homaloidal (exceptional type) if there exists a Cremona 
transformation whose characteristic matrix has v as the first ( resp. second col- 
umn). 
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Lemma 7.5.13 Let v = c?e — Ym=i m i e i belong to the W(Ejy)-orbit ofe\. 
Then d > 0. Let r\ = J2iLi x i be a bubble cycle and a v : I 1 ' 1 * — » Pic(Y v ) 
be an isomorphism of lattices defined by choosing some admissible order of r\. 
Then a n (v) is an effective divisor. 

Proof The assertion is true for v = ei. In fact, a v (v) is the divisor class 
of the first exceptional configuration £\. Let w = Sfc ° ■ ■ ■ ° Si G W(Ejv) 
be written as the product of simple reflections with minimal possible k. One 
can show that k is uniquely defined by w. It is called the length of w. Let 
v = w(ei) = (d 1 , m! x , . . . , m' N ). We prove the assertion by using induction on 
the length of w. The assertion is obvious if k — 1 since v' = e — — ej or 
differs from v by a permutation of the m/s. Suppose the assertion is true for 
all w of length < k. Let w has length fc + 1. Without loss of generality, we may 
assume that Sk+i is the reflection with respect to some root e — ei — e 2 — e 3 . 
Then df = 2d — mi — 777,2 — "73 < implies Ad 2 < (mi + 777,2 + rn^) 2 < 
3(777i+7772 + 777§), hence d 2 — m\ — m\ — m\ < — ^-.Ifd> 2, this contradicts 
condition (i) of the exceptional type. If d = 1, we check the assertion directly 
by listing all exceptional types. 

To prove the second assertion, we use the Riemann-Roch Theorem applied 
to the divisor class a v (v). We have a v (v) 2 — — 1, a v (v) ■ Ky v = — 1, hence 
h (a r) (v)) + h°(K Yv -a v (v)) > 1. Assume h°(K Yri - a v (v)) > 0. Intersect- 
ing Ky — a v (v) with e = a v (e n ), we obtain a negative number. However, 
the divisor class e is nef on Y v . This shows that h (a v (v)) > and we are 
done. □ 

Lemma 7.5.14 Let v be a proper homaloidal type. Then it belongs to the 
W(Ej^)-orbit of the vector eo. 

Proof Let v = de — J2iLi m i e i be a proper homaloidal type and 77 be the 
corresponding homaloidal bubble cycle. Let w e W(E N ) and v' = w(v) = 
d'e — J2iLi m 'i e i- We have — ei ■ v' — w^ 1 (e i ) ■ v. Since w^ 1 (e i ) 
represents an effective divisor on Y v and v is the characteristic vector of the 
corresponding homaloidal net, we obtain w^ 1 (e i ) ■ v > 0, hence rrii > 0. 

Obviously, rrii > 0. We may assume that v ^ e , i.e. the homaloidal 
net has at least three base points. Applying the Noether inequality, we find 
777i , rrij , TOfe such that 777^ + mj + nrik > d. We choose the maximal possi- 
ble such 777i, mj, TOfc. After reordering, we may assume that mi > 777 2 > 
7713 > ... > m N- Note that this preserves the properness of the homaloidal 
type since the new order on 77 is still admissible. Applying the reflection s with 
respect to the vector e — ei — e 2 — e 3 , we obtain a new homaloidal type 
v' = d'e — J2iLi m i e i with d! = 2d — mi — m 2 — m 3 < d. As we saw 
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above, each rm > 0. So, we can apply Noether's inequality again until we get 
w G W(Ejv) such that the number of nonzero coefficients m! i of v' = w(v) is 
at most 2 (i.e. we cannot apply Noether's inequality anymore). A straightfor- 
ward computation shows that such vector must be equal to e . □ 

Remark 7.5. 15 Observe that the characteristic matrix of a quadratic transfor- 
mation with fundamental points x\, x 2 , x 3 is the matrix of the reflection s ao 
with respect to the vector ct\ = eo — ei — e 2 — e,3. So, the previous Proposition 
seems to prove that by applying a sequence of quadratic transformation we ob- 
tain a Cremona transformation with characteristic vector (1, 0, . . . , 0). It must 
be a projective transformation. In other words, any Cremona transformation is 
the composition of quadratic and projective transformations. This is the content 
of Noether's Factorization Theorem, which we will prove later in this section. 
The original proof by Noether was along these lines, where he wrongly pre- 
sumed that one can always perform a standard quadratic transformation with 
fundamental points equal to the highest multiplicities, say m 1 ,m 2 ,m 3 . The 
problem here is that the three points xi,x 2 ,x 3 may not represent the funda- 
mental points of a standard Cremona transformation when one of the following 
cases happens for the three fundamental points xi,x 2 ,x 3 of highest multiplic- 
ities: 

(i) x 2 y x!,x 3 y xi, 

(ii) the base ideal in an affine neighborhood of xi is equal to (u 2 , v 3 ) (cus- 
pidal case). 

Theorem 7.5.16 Let Abe a characteristic matrix of a homaloidal net. Then 
A belongs to the Weyl group VF(Eat). 

Proof Let A\ — (d, —mi, . . . , ~m^) be the first column of A. Applying the 
previous lemma, we obtain w e W{En), identified with a (N+ 1) x (N+ 1)- 
matrix, such that the w ■ Ai — e . Thus the matrix A' = w ■ A has the first 
column equal to the vector (1, 0, . . . , 0). Since A' is an orthogonal matrix (with 
respect to the hyperbolic inner product), it must be the block matrix of the unit 
matrix Ii of size 1 and an orthogonal matrix O of size n—1. Since O has integer 
entries, it is equal to the product of a permutation matrix P and the diagonal 
matrix with ±1 at the diagonal. Since A ■ kjy = and t w ■ = kjv, 
this easily implies that O is the identity matrix 1^. Thus w ■ A = Ijy+i and 
AeW(E N ). □ 

Proposition 7.5.17 Every vector v in the W(EN)-orbit of eo is a proper 
homaloidal type. 

Proof Let v = w(e ) for some w € W(En). Write w as the composition of 
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simple reflections ° • ■ ■ ° s\. Choose an open subset U of (P 2 )^ such that 
an ordered set of points (x\, . . . , xn) G U satisfies the following conditions: 

(i) x t ^ x-j for i ^ j; 

(ii) if s\ — s eo _ ei _ej-e fcI then Xi, Xj, x^ are not collinear; 

(iii) let T be the involutive quadratic transformation with the fundamental 
points Xi,Xj,Xk and let (yi, . , . , y^) be the set of points with yi = Xi, yj = 
x 3 ,yk = x k and y h = T(x h ) for h ^ i,j,k. Then (y u ...,y N ) satisfies 
conditions (i) and (ii) for si is replaced with S2- Next do it again by taking S3 
and so on. 

It is easy to see that in this way U is a non-empty Zariski open subset of 
(P 2 )^ such that w(eo) represents the characteristic vector of a homaloidal 
net. □ 

Corollary 7.5.18 Every vector v in the W(Mjsr)-orbit of ei can be realized 
as a proper exceptional type. 

Proof Let v = w( e i) f° r some w € W(Ejy). Then let r\ be a bubble cy- 
cle realizing the homaloidal type w(e ) and T be the corresponding Cremona 
transformation with characteristic matrix A. Then v is its second column, and 
hence corresponds to the first exceptional configuration £[ for (p^ 1 . □ 



7.5.3 Noether-Fano inequality 

First we generalize Corollary 7.5.1 1 to birational maps of any rational surfaces. 
The same idea works even for higher-dimensional varieties. Let T : S --■ » 5" 
be a birational map of surfaces. Let ir : X — > S, cr : X — > S' be its resolution. 
Let H' be a linear system on X' without base points. For any H ' € H ' , H £ Ti , 

a*(H') - n*(H) -^m^ 

i 

where £{ are the exceptional configurations of the map ir. Since TC has no 
base points, <r*(fi') has no base points. Thus any divisor a*(H') intersects 
non-negatively any curve on X. In particular, 

a*{H') ■ £, = -rrnSf = > 0. (7.62) 

This can be interpreted by saying that belongs to the linear system 

\H — 77 j , where 77 = ^ rriiXi is the bubble cycle on S defined by w. 

Theorem 7.5.19 (Noether-Fano inequality) Assume that there exists some 
integer ttiq > such that \H' + mKs>\ = for m > vtiq. For any m > tuq 
such that \H + mKs\ 7^ there exists i such that 



nii > m. 
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Moreover, we may assume that xi is a proper point in S. 

Proof We know that Kx — ir*(K$) + Si^i- Thus we have the equality in 
Pic(X) 

a*(H') + mK x = (tt*(H + mK s )) + ^(m - m^E,. 

Applying 0% to the left-hand side we get the divisor class H' + mKs' which, 
by assumption cannot be effective. Since \ir* (H + mKs) | ^ 0, applying 0% to 
the right-hand side, we get the sum of an effective divisor and the image of the 
divisor J2i( m ~ m i)£i- If a H m — m^ are non-negative, it is also an effective 
divisor, and we get a contradiction. Thus there exists i such that m — rrii < 0. 
The last assertion follows from the fact that m, > rrij if Xj y Xi. □ 

Example 7.5.20 Assume S = S' = P 2 , [H] = dh and [H 1 ] = h. We have 
\H + Ks> | = | — 2h\ — 0. Thus we can take mo = 1. If d > 3, we have for 
any 1 < a < d/3, \H' + aK s \ = \{d - 3a)h\ ^ 0. This gives m, > d/3 for 
some i. This is Corollary 7.5.11. 

Example 7.5.21 Let S = F„ and S' — F r be the minimal rational ruled 
surfaces. Let H' = |f|, where f is the divisor class of a fiber of the fixed 
projective bundle structure on S' . The linear system |f| is a pencil without 
base points. So we can write a*(H.') = |7r*(af + be) — r/\ for some bubble 
cycle, where f, e are the divisor classes of a fiber and the exceptional section 
on S. Here (X, tt, a) is a resolution of T. Thus Ti C |af + 6e|. 
By (??), 

K s = -(2 + n)f - 2e, K s > = -(2 + r)f - 2e'. (7.63) 
Thus \H' + K S >\ = |(-1 - n)f - 2e| = 0. We take m a = 1. We have 
|af + fee + rnKg | = |(a - m(2 + n))f + (b- 2m)t\. 

Assume that 



If m = [6/2], then m > mo and both coefficients a — m(2 + n) and 6 — 2m 
are non-negative. Thus we can apply Theorem 7.5.19 to find an index i such 
that nii > m > 6/2. 

In the special case, when n = 0, i.e. S = P 1 x P 1 , the inequality 6 < a 
implies that there exists i such that m, > 6/2. 

Similar argument can be also applied to the case S — P 2 , S' = F,.. In this 
case, Ti = \ah\ and \h + mKs\ = \(a — 3m)h\. Thus, we can take m = [a/3] 
and find i such that ra, > a/3. 
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7.5.4 Noether's Factorization Theorem 

We shall prove the following. 

Theorem 7.5.22 The group Bir(Fo ) is generated by biregular automorphisms 
and a birational automorphism e x ^ y for some pair of points x, y. 

Applying Proposition 7.4.8, we obtain the following Noether's Factorization 
Theorem. 

Corollary 7.5.23 The group Bir(P 2 ) is generated by projective automor- 
phisms and quadratic transformations. 

Now let us prove Theorem 7.5.22. Let T : F„ --■> F m be a birational map. 
Let 

Pic(F n ) =Zf + Ze, Pic(F. m ) =Zf'+Ze', 

where we use the notation from the previous Subsection. We have two bases in 
Pic(X) 

e:7r*(f), 7r*(e), =[£*], i = 1, TV, 

l:ir*(f), 7r*(e'), e[ = [Si], i = 1, . . . , N. 

For simplicity of notation, let us identify f, e, f , t' with their inverse transforms 
in Pic(X). Similar to the case of birational maps of projective plane, we can 
use an ordered resolution (X, it, a) of T to define its characteristic matrix A. 

Lemma 7.5.24 Let T be a quadratic transformation with two (resp. one) 
proper base points. Then T is equal to the composition of two ( resp. four or 
less) quadratic transformations with proper base points. 

Proof Composing the transformation T with a projective transformation, we 
may assume that T is either T s ' t or T = T s ' t ' (see Example 7.1.9). In the first 
case, we compose T with the quadratic transformation T' with fundamental 
points [1,0, 0], [0, 1,0], [1,0, 1] given by the formula: 

[t , ii, tj] = [iitsj ti(to — £2)1*2 (*o — £2)]- 
The composition T' o T s ' t is given by the formula 

[to, t'l, t'2] = [totl t2 ) £0*2 (£2 — to),£o£l£2(£2 — to)] = [fotl, t2(t2 — to), ti (t2 — to)]- 

It is a quadratic transformation with three fundamental points [0, 1,0], [1, 0, 0], 
and [1,0,1]. 

In the second case, we let T" be the quadratic transformation 

[*0j*1j*2] = [£o£l)£l£2)£2] 
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with two proper fundamental points [1 , 0, 0] , [0, 1 , 0] . The composition T' o T s ' t ' 
is given by 

[to>*i>*2] = [*l(*2 — *0*l)>*l*2)*l*2] = [*2 — *0*1)*1*2)*2]- 

It is a quadratic transformation with two proper base points. By the above, 
T" and T' o T are equal to the composition of two quadratic transformations 
with three proper points. Thus T is a composition of four, or less, quadratic 
transformations with three proper base points. □ 

Lemma 7.5.25 Let T : Fq -~ » Fo be a birational automorphism equal to a 
composition of elementary transformations. Then T is equal to a composition 
of biregular automorphisms of Fq and a transformation e x . y for a fixed pair of 
points x, y, where y is not infinitely near x. 

Proof It follows from Proposition 7.4.8 and the previous Lemma that e x<y , 
where y x can be written as a composition of two transformations of type 
e x >y with no infinitely near points. Now notice that the transformations e xy 
and e x i y > for different pairs of points differ by an automorphism of F which 
sends x to x' and y to y'. Suppose we have a composition T of elementary 
transformations 

elra^, elm™ elm *k-l elm x 

F -~ ► Fi — ► ... -A Fi — ► F . 

If no F occurs among the surfaces F„ here, then T is a composition of even 
number k of elementary transformations preserving the projections to P 1 . It 
is clear that not all points Xi are images of points in F lying on the same 
exceptional section as X\. Let x.^ be such a point (maybe infinitely near x{). 
Then we compose T with e XitX1 to obtain a birational map T' : F — » F 
which is a composition of k — 2 elementary transformations. Continuing in this 
way we write T as a composition of transformations e x >y. 

elm a!j _ 1 elm x . 

IfFi --■ » F --■> Fi occurs, then elmjj.. may be defined with respect to 
another projection to P 1 . Then we write this as a composition of the automor- 
phism t of P 1 x P 1 which switches the factors and the elementary transforma- 
tion with respect to the first projection. Then we repeat this if such (F , elm x . ) 
occurs again. □ 

Let T : Fo —■* Fq be a birational transformation. Assume the image of |f | is 
equal to \af + be — m x x\. Applying the automorphism r, if needed, we may 
assume that b < a. Thus, by using Example 7.5.21, we can find a point x with 
m x > 6/2. Composing T with elm^, we obtain that the image of |f | in Fi is the 
linear system | a'f + be' — m x > x' — J2 y ^ x > rn y y\, where m x > = b — m x < m x . 
Continuing in this way, we get a map T' : F — » F q such that the image of 
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|f | is the linear system \a'f + i>c' — ^ m x x\, where all m x < b/2. If b = 1, we 
get all mi = 0. Thus T' is everywhere defined and hence q = 0. The assertion 
of the Theorem is verified. 

Assume b > 2. Since all to, ; < 6/2, we must have, by Example 7.5.21, 



Since the linear system \a'f + bs'\ has no fixed components, we get 

(a'f + be') ■ t' = a' - bq > 0. 

Thus q < a! lb < (2 + q)/2, and hence q < 1. If q = 0, we get > a'. 
Applying r, we will decrease b and will start our algorithm again until we 
either arrive at the case b = 1, and we are done, or arrive at the case q = 1, and 
b > 2a' /'d and all m x > < b/2. 

Let 7r : Fi — > P 2 be the blowing down the exceptional section to a point q. 
Then the image of a fiber |f| on Fi under ir is equal to \h — q\. Hence the image 
of our linear system in P 2 is equal to \a'h — (a' — b)q~ J2 P ^ q m 'pP\- Obviously, 
we may assume that a' > b, hence the coefficient at q is non-negative. Since 
b > 2a'/3, we get a' — b < a'/3. By Example 7.5.21, there exists a point 
p q such that m' p > a'/3. Let ir(x) = p and E\ be the exceptional curve 
corresponding to x and s be the exceptional section in Fi. If x € S, the divisor 
class e — ei is effective and is represented by the proper inverse transform of s 
in the blow-up of x. Then 

(a'f + be — m' x ei — \_. fn'i^i) • (e — e i) < a' — 6 — m' x < 0. 

This is impossible because the linear system | a'f + be — m x x — J2 y ^x v\ on 
Fihas no fixed part. Thus x does not lie on the exceptional section. If we apply 
elrrij;, we arrive at Fo and may assume that the new coefficient at /' is equal 
to a' — m' x . Since m' x > a'/3 and a' < 3b/ 2, we see that a' — m' x < b. Now 
we apply the switch automorphism r to decrease b. Continuing in this way, 
we obtain that T is equal to a product of elementary transformations and auto- 
morphisms of Fo. We finish the proof of Theorem 7.5.22 by applying Lemma 
7.5.25. 

Applying Lemma 7.4.6, Proposition 7.4.8 and Lemma 7.5.25, we obtain the 
following. 

Corollary 7.5.26 The group Cr(2) of Cremona transformations off 2 is gen- 
erated by projective automorphisms and the standard Cremona transformation 
T st . 
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Remark 7.5.27 It is known that for n > 2, the Cremona groups Cr(n) :— 
Bir(P") cannot be generated by the subgroup of projective transformations 
and a countable set of other transformations. For n = 3, this is a classical 
result of Hilda Hudson [306]. A modern, and different, proof for n > 3 can be 
found in [426]. 



Exercises 

7.1 Show that Cremona transformations with reduced 0-dimensional base scheme exist 
only in dimension 2. 

7.2 Find all possible Cremona transformations of P 3 with base scheme equal to the 
union of skew lines. Describe their P-loci. 

7.3 Prove that the base scheme of a Cremona transformation is not a complete intersec- 
tion of hypersurfaces. 

7.4 Let Z be the union of four 4 skew lines in P 3 and two lines intersecting them. Show 
that the linear system of cubic surfaces through Z defines a Cremona transformation. 
Find its P-locus, as well as the base scheme and the P-locus of the inverse Cremona 
transformation. 

7.5 A Cremona transformation T of P™ is called regularizable if there exists a rational 
variety X, a birational morphism <f> : X — > P™, and an automorphism g of X such that 
T = 4>o go (j} -1 . Show that any T of finite order in Cr(n) is regularizable. On the other 
hand, a general quadratic transformation is not regularizable. 

7.6 Consider a minimal resolution X of the standard quadratic transformation T st with 
three proper base points. Show that T sC lifts to an automorphism a of X . Show that a 
has four fixed points and the orbit space Xj (a) is isomorphic to the cubic surface with 
four nodes given by the equation totit2 + totit3 + txtits + tot2ts = 0. 

7.7 Consider the rational map defined by 

[to, h , t 3 ] <-> [tite {t - 1 2 ) (to - 2ti) , t t 2 (ti - h) {t -2t 1 ),t t 1 (t 1 -t 2 ) (t Q - t a )] • 

Show that it is a Cremona transformation and find the Enriques diagram of the corre- 
sponding bubble cycle. 

7.8 Let C be a plane curve of degree d with a singular point p. Let 7r : X — > P 2 be a 
sequence of blow-ups which resolves the singularity. Define the bubble cycle r)(C, p) = 
^2 rriiXi as follows: x\ — p and mi = mult p C, X2,...,Xk are infinitely near points 
to p of order 1 such that the proper transform C' of C under the blow-up at p contains 
these points, rm = mult^C', i — 2, . . . , k, and so on. 

(i) Show that the arithmetic genus of the proper transform of C in X is equal to 

l(d-l)(d-2)-±J2 i m i (m i -l). 

(ii) Describe the Enriques diagram of r/(C,p), where C = V(t b Q ~ a t1 + t|),p = 
[1, 0, 0], and a < b are positive integers. 

7.9 Show that two hyperelliptic plane curves H m and H' m of degree m and genus m — 2 
are birationally isomorphic if and only if there exists a de Jonquieres transformation 
which transforms one curve to another. 
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7.10 Consider a set of five points o,x\,X2, X3,xa such that the last three points are 
collinear. Consider a de Joinquieres transformation of degreee 3 with fundamental point 
o of multiplicity 2 and simple fundamental points at the points Xi. Show that one of five 
total principal curves is reducible. 

7.11 Let H g+ 2 be a hyperelliptic curve given by Equation (7.46). Consider the linear 
system of hyperelliptic curves H q+2 = V{t%g q (t ,t 1 )+2t2g q +i (to ,ti) +g q +2 (to , *i)) 
such that f g g q+2 - 2f g+1 g q+1 + f g+2 g q = 0. Show that 

(i) the curves H q+ 2 exist if q > (g — 2)/2; 

(ii) the branch points of Hg+2 belong to H q +2 and vice versa; 

(iii) the curve H q+ 2 is invariant with respect to the de Jonquieres involution IH g +2 
defined by the curve Hg+2 and the curve H g +2 is invariant with respect to the de 
Jonquieres involution IH q+ 2 defined by the curve H q+2 \ 

(iv) the involutions IHg+2 and IHq+2 commute with each other; 

(v) the fixed locus of the composition H g+ 2 o H q+ 2 is given by the equation 



(vi) the de Jonquieres transformations that leave the curve -Hg+2 invariant form a 
group. It contains an abelian subgroup of index 2 that consists of transformations 
which leave H g +2 pointwisely fixed. 

7.12 Consider the linear system L a ^ — \af + bs\ on F n , where s is the divisor class 
of the exceptional section, and / is the divisor class of a fibre. Assume a, b > 0. Show 
that 

(i) L a ,b has no fixed part if and only if a > nb; 

(ii) L a ,b has no base points if and only if a > nb; 

(iii) Assume b — 1 and a > n. Show that the linear system L a ,i maps P n in 
p2a-n+i onto a sur f ace X a , n of degree 2a — n; 

(iv) show that the surface X a . n is isomorphic to the union of lines v a (x)v a -n(x), 
where v a : P 1 -> P a ,t;2a-n : P 1 -> P a_n are the Veronese maps, and P a and 
P a_n are identified with two disjoint projective subspaces of p 2a_n + 1 . 

7.13 Find the automorphism group of the surface F n . 

7.14 Compute characteristic matrices of symmetric Cremona transformations of degree 
5,8 and 17. 

7.15 Let C be an irreducible plane curve of degree d > 1 passing through the points 
x\, . . . ,x n with multiplicities mi > . . . > m n . Assume that its proper inverse trans- 
form under the blowing up the points xi, . . . , x n is a smooth rational curve C with 
C 2 = — 1. Show that mi + m.2 + m.3 > d. 

7.16 Let (m, mi, . . . , m n ) be the characteristic vector of a Cremona transformation. 
Show that the number of fundamental points with rrii > m/3 is less than 9. 

7.17 Compute the characteristic matrix of the composition T o T' of a de Jonquieres 
transformation T with fundamental points 0, xi, X2, ■ ■ ■ , X2d-i and a quadratic trans- 
formation T' with fundamental points 0, xi, x%. 

7.18 Let a : A 2 — > A 2 be an automorphism of the affine plane given by a formula 
(x, y) — * (x+ P(y) , y), where P is a polynomial of degree d in one variable. Consider 



fg+q+3 = det g q g q +i g q +2 = 0; 
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a as a Cremona transformation. Compute its characteristic matrix. In the case d = 3 
write as a composition of projective transformations and quadratic transformations. 

7.19 Show that every Cremona transformation is a composition of the following maps 
("links"): 

(i) the switch involution r : Fo — > Fo ; 

(ii) the blow-up a : Fi -> P 2 ; 

(iii) the inverse cr -1 : P 2 — » Fi; 

(iv) an elementary transformation elm^ : F q — » F q ±i. 

7.20 Show that any planar Cremona transformation is a composition of de Jonquieres 
transformations and projective automorphisms. 

7.21 Let x = [0, 1] x [1,0] G P 1 x P 1 , y = r(t ), where r : P 1 -> P 1 is the 
switch of the factors. Show that e^,,^ is given by the formula [uo, ui] x [no, Wi] i— > 
[no, tii] x [uo«i, U2Wo]- Check that the composition T = r o e„ 0ia;o satisfies T 3 = id. 

7.22 Let V be a linear pencil of plane curves whose general member is a curve of 
geometric genus 1 and / : P 2 --+ P 1 be a rational map it defines. 

(i) Show that there exist birational morphisms ir : X — + P 2 , <fi : X — » P 1 with 
f — 4> o 7T _1 such that (f> : X — > P 1 is a relatively minimal rational elliptic 
surface. 

(ii) Use the formula for the canonical class of an elliptic surface to show that the 
divisor class of a fiber is equal to —mKx for some positive integer m. 

(iii) Show that there exists a birational morphism a : X — *• P 2 such that the image of 
the elliptic fibration is an Halphen pencil of index m, i.e. a linear pencil of curves 
of degree 3m with nine m-multiple base points (including infinitely near). 

(iv) Conclude by deducing Bertini's Theorem, which states that any linear pencil 
of plane elliptic curves can be reduced by a plane Cremona transformation to an 
Halphen pencil. 

7.23 Find all possible characteristic vectors of planar Cremona transformations with 
N < 8 base points. 



Historical Notes 

A comprehensive history of the theory of Cremona transformations can be 
found in several sources [127], [306], and [533]. Here we give only a brief 
sketch. 

The general study of plane Cremona transformations was first initiated by L. 
Cremona in his two papers [141] and [142] published in 1863 and 1864. How- 
ever, examples of birational transformations have been known since the an- 
tiquity, for example, the inversion transformation. The example of a quadratic 
transformation, which we presented in Example 7.3.17 goes back to Poncelet 
[450], although the first idea of a general quadratic transformation must be 
credited to C. MacLaurin [372]. It was generally believed that all birational 
transformations must be quadratic and much work was done in developing 
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the general theory of quadratic transformations. The first transformation of ar- 
bitrary degree was constructed in 1859 by E. de Jonquieres in [160], the de 
Jonquieres transformations. His memoir remained unpublished until 1885 al- 
though an abstract was published in 1864 [159]. In his first memoir [141] Cre- 
mona gives a construction of a general de Jonquieres transformation without 
reference to de Jonquieres. We reproduced his construction in Section 7.3.6. 
Cremona gives the credit to de Jonquieres in his second paper. Symmetric 
transformations of order 5 were first studied by R. Sturm [548], of order 8 by C. 
Geiser [237], and of order 17 much later by E. Bertini [40]. In his second paper 
Cremona lays the foundation of the general theory of plane birational transfor- 
mations. He introduces the notion of fundamental points and principal curves, 
establishes the equalities (7.35), proves that the numbers of fundamental points 
of the transformation and its inverse coincide, proves that principal curves are 
rational and computes all possible characteristic vectors up to degree 10. The 
notion of a homaloidal linear system was introduced by Cremona later, first 
for space transformations in [145] and then for plane transformations in [146]. 
The word "homaloid" means flat and was used by J. Sylvester to mean a linear 
subspace of a projective space. More generally, it was applied by A. Cayley to 
rational curves and surfaces. Cremona also introduced the net of isologues and 
proved that the number of fixed points of a general transformation of degree d 
is equal to d + 2. In the special case of de Jonquiere transformations this was 
also done by de Jonquiere in [160]. The notion of isologue curves belongs to 
him as well as the formula for the number of fixed points. 

Many special Cremona transformations in P 3 are discussed in Hudson's 
book [306]. In her words, the most interesting space transformation is the bi- 
linear cubo-cubic transformation with base curve of genus 3 and degree 6. It 
was first obtained by L. Magnus in 1837 [374]. In modern times bilinear trans- 
formations, under the name determinantal transformations, were studied by I. 
Pan [428], [427] and by G. Gonzales-Sprinberg [250]. 

The first major result in the theory of plane Cremona transformations af- 
ter Cremona's work was Noether's Theorem. The statement of the Theorem 
was guessed by W. Clifford in 1869 [114]. The original proof of M. Noether 
in [413] based on Noether's inequality contained a gap which we explained 
in Remark 7.5.15. Independently, J. Rosanes found the same proof and made 
the same mistake [475]. In [414] Noether tried to correct his mistake, taking 
into account the presence of infinitely near fundamental points of highest mul- 
tiplicities where one cannot apply a quadratic transformation. He took into 
account the case of infinitely near points with different tangent direction but 
overlooked the cuspidal case. The result was accepted for thirty years, until in 
1901, C. Segre pointed out that the cuspidal case was overlooked [514]. In the 
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same year, G. Castelnuovo [67] gave a complete proof along the same lines 
as used in this chapter. In 1916, J. Alexander [4] raised objections to Castel- 
nuovo's proof and gives a proof without using de Jonquieres transformations 
[4]. This seems to be a still accepted proof. It is reproduced, for example, in 
[3]. 

The characteristic matrices of Cremona transformation were used by S. Kan- 
tor [326] and later by P. Du Val [194]. The latter clearly understood the connec- 
tion to reflection groups. The description of proper homaloidal and exceptional 
types as orbits of the Weyl groups were essentially known to H. Hudson. There 
are numerous modern treatments; these started from M. Nagata [406] and cul- 
minated in the monograph of M. Alberich-Carraminana [2]. A modern account 
of Clebsch's Theorem and its history can be also found there. Theorem 7.5.16 
is usually attributed to Nagata, although it was known to S. Kantor and A. 
Coble. 

The original proof of Bertini's Theorem on elliptic pencils discussed in Ex- 
ercise 7.20 can be found in [40]. The Halphen pencils were studied by G. 
Halphen in [275]. A modern proof of Bertini's Theorem can be found in [173]. 
A survey of results about reducing other linear system of plane curves by pla- 
nar Cremona transformation to linear systems of curves of lower degree can 
be found in [533] and in [249]. The formalism of bubble spaces originated 
from the classical notion of infinitely near points first introduced by Yu. Manin 
[375]. 

The theory of decomposition of Cremona transformation via composition 
of elementary birational isomorphisms between minimal ruled surfaces has a 
vast generalization to higher dimensions under the name Sarkisov program 
(see [130]). 

We intentionally omitted the discussion of finite subgroups of the Cremona 
group Cr(2); the modern account of this classification and the history can be 
found in [187]. 
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8.1 First properties 

8.1.1 Surfaces of degree d in ¥ d 

Recall that a subvariety X C P" is called nondegenerate if it is not contained 
in a proper linear subspace. All varieties we consider here are assumed to be 
reduced. Let d = deg(X). We have the following well-known (i.e., can be 
found in modern text-books, e.g. [266], [277]) result. 

Theorem 8.1.1 Let X be an irreducible nondegenerate subvariety of¥ n of 
dimension k and degree d. Then d > n — k + 1, and the equality holds only in 
one of the following cases: 

( i) X is a quadric hypersurface; 

( ii) X is a Veronese surface V| in P 5 ; 

(Hi) X is a cone over a Veronese surface V| in P 5 , - 
(iv) X is a rational normal scroll. 

Recall that a rational normal scroll is defined as follows. Choose k disjoint 
linear subspaces L\, . . . , Lk in P™ which together span the space. Let a; = 
dim Li . We have $^ i=1 a% = n—k+1. Consider Veronese maps sfv ai '■ P 1 — * 
Li and define S aiy .... ak - n to be the union of linear subspaces spanned by the 
points v ai (x), v ak (x), where x S P 1 . It is clear that dim S aii , M , ak;n = k 

and it is easy to see that deg S ai ..., afc; „ = a\ -\ hflfc and dim S , aii ... att - n = 

k. In this notation, it is assumed that a\ < a 2 < . . . < a^. 

A rational normal scroll S ai >02) n of dimension 2 with a\ = a, a 2 = n—l — a 
will be redenoted by S a , n - Its degree is n — 1 and it lies in P™. For example, 
51,3 is a nonsingular quadric in P 3 and 6*0,3 is an irreducible quadric cone. 

Corollary 8.1.2 Let S be an irreducible nondegenerate surface of degree d 
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in P™. Then d > n — 1 f/ie equality holds only in one of the following 
cases: 

( i) X is a nonsingular quadric in P 3 ; 

( ii) X is a quadric cone in P 3 ; 

(in) X is a Veronese surface u 2 (IP 2 ) in P 5 >' 
(iv) X is a rational normal scroll S a ^ n C P™. 

The del Pezzo surfaces come next. Let X be an irreducible nondegenerate 
surface of degree d in P d . A general hyperplane section H of X is an irre- 
ducible curve of degree d. Let p a = h}(X, Ox) denote its arithmetic genus. 
There are two possibilities: p a — or p a — 1. In fact, projecting to P 3 from 
a general set of d — 3 nonsingular points, we get an irreducible curve H' 
of degree 4 in P 3 . Taking nine general points in H' , we find an irreducible 
quadric surface Q containing H' . If Q is singular, then its singular point lies 
outside H' . We assume that Q is nonsingular, the other case is considered sim- 
ilarly. Let fi and f 2 be the divisor classes of the two rulings generating Pic(Q). 
Then H' £ \afi + 6f 2 | with a, b > and a + b = dcg H' = 4. This gives 
(a, b) = (3, 1), (1,3), or (2, 2). In the first two cases Pa(H') = 0, in the third 
case Pa(H') = 1. 

Proposition 8.1.3 An irreducible nondegenerate surface X of degree d in 
V d with hyperplane sections of arithmetic genus equal to is isomorphic to a 
projection of a surface of degree d in P d+1 . 

Proof Obviously, X is a rational surface. Assume that X is embedded in ¥ d 
by a complete linear system, otherwise it is a projection from a surface of the 
same degree in ¥ N+1 . A birational map / : P 2 -~ » X is given by a linear 
system \mh — r)\ for some bubble cycle -q = J2 m i x i- By Proposition 7.3.2, 
we have 

N 

d = deg X = m 2 — m 2 , 

i=l 

n 

r = dim \mh — r/\ > ^(m(m + 3) — rriiirrii + 1)). 

i=i 

Since hyperplane sections of X are curves of arithmetic genus 0, we get 

N 

(m — l)(m — 2) = irii(mi — 1). 
i=i 
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Combining all this together, we easily get 

r>d+l. 

Since X is nondegenerate, we must get the equality r = d + 1. Thus X is a 
surface of degree d in P d+1 , and we get a contradiction. □ 

Recall that an irreducible reduced curve of arithmetic genus p a = is a 
nonsingular rational curve. It follows from the Proposition that every surface X 
embedded in P" by a complete linear system with rational hyperplane sections 
has degree n + 1. By Corollary 8.1.2, it must be either a scroll or a Veronese 
surface. For example, if we take m = 4, N = 3, mi = m-i — — 2, we 
obtain a surface of degree 4 in P 5 . It is a Veronese surface in disguise. Indeed, if 
we compose the map with a quadratic transformation with fundamental points 
at Xi,X2, X3, we obtain the result that the image is given by the linear system 
of conies in the plane, so the image is a Veronese surface. On the hand, if we 
take m = 3, N — 1, m\ = 2, we get a surface X of degree 5 in P 6 . The family 
of lines through the point x\ is mapped to a ruling of lines on X, so X is a 
scroll. 

Proposition 8.1.4 Suppose X is a scroll of degree d in P d , d > 3, that is not 
a cone. Then X is a projection of a scroll of degree d in P d+1 . 

Proof Projecting a scroll from a point on the surface we get a surface of 
degree d' in P d_1 satisfying 

d=kd' + l, (8.1) 

where k is the degree of the rational map defined by the projection. Since the 
image of the projection is a nondegenerate surface, we obtain d' > d — 2, the 
only solution is k = 1 and d' = d — 1. Continuing in this way, we arrive at 
a cubic surface in P 3 . By Proposition 8.1.6, it is a cone, hence it is a rational 
surface. We will see later, in Chapter 10, that a rational scroll is a projection of 
a normal rational scroll S q:U of degree n — 1 in P™. □ 

The classical definition of a del Pezzo surface is the following. 

Definition 8.1.5 A del Pezzo surface is a nondegenerate irreducible surface 
of degree d in P d that is not a cone and not isomorphic to a projection of a 
surface of degree d in P d+1 . 

According to a classical definition (see [524], 4.5.2), a subvariety X is called 
normal subvariety if it is not a projection of a subvariety of the same degree. 
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Recall that a closed nondegenerate subvariety X of degree d in P™ is called 
linearly normal if the restriction map 

r : H°(P n , O x (l)) -» fl°(X, Ojt(l)) (8.2) 

is bijective. 

The relation between the two definitions is the following one. 

Proposition 8.1.6 Suppose X is a normal nondegenerate subvariety in P n . 
Then X is linearly normal. Conversely, if X is linearly normal and normal 
(i.e. coincides with its normalization), then it is a normal subvariety. 

Proof It is clear that X is nondegenerate if and only if r is injective. If it is 
not surjective, then linear system embeds X in P" 1 with m > n with 

the image X' of the same degree, and X is a projection of X. 

Conversely, suppose the restriction map r is surjective and X is a projection 
of X' of the same degree. The center of the projection does not belong to X', 
so the projection is a regular map p : X' — > X. We have p*Ox(l) — Ox'O-)- 
By the projection formula p^p* Ox'(l) — 0x(l)<8>7r*Ox'- Since X is normal, 
p*Ox> — Ox (see [281]). Thus the canonical homomorphism 

H°(X,O x (l)) -» H°(X',O x <(l)) = H°(X,p*p*O x (l)) (8.3) 

is bijective. Since r is bijective, 

dimH°(X,O x {l)) =dimH°(X',Ox'(l)) = n+l. 

Since X' is nondegenerate, dim H°(X', Ox 1 (1)) > n + 2. This contradiction 
proves the assertion. □ 

Let Sd C F d be a del Pezzo surface. Assume d > 4. As in the proof of 
Proposition 8.1.4, we project Sd from a general subset of d — 3 nonsingular 
points to obtain a cubic surface S3 in P 3 . Suppose S3 is a cone over a cubic 
curve with vertex xq. A general plane section of S3 is the union of three con- 
current lines. Its preimage in S4 is the union of four lines passing through the 
preimage x' of xq. This means that the point x' is a singular point of multi- 
plicity 4 equal to the degree of S4. Clearly, it must be a cone. Proceeding in 
this way back to Sd, we obtain that Sd is a cone, a possibility which we have 
excluded. Next assume that S3 is not a normal surface. We will see later that it 
must be a scroll. A general hyperplane section of S4 passing through the center 
of the projection S4 --■* S3 is a curve of degree 4 and arithmetic genus 1. Its 
image in S3 is a curve of degree 3 and arithmetic genus 1. So, it is not a line. 
The preimage of a general line on S3 must be a line on £4. Thus S4 is a scroll. 
Going back to Sd, we obtain that Sd is a scroll. This has been also excluded. 



390 



Del Pezzo surfaces 



Thus, we obtain that a general projection of Sd from a set of d — 3 nonsingular 
points is a normal cubic surface. 

Let us derive immediate corollaries of this. 

Proposition 8.1.7 The degree d of a del Pezzo surface Sd is less than or equal 
to 9. 

Proof We follow the original argument of del Pezzo. Let Sd —* Sd-i be the 
projection from a general point pi e Sd- It extends to a regular map S' d — > 
Sd-i, where S' d is the blow-up of p\. The image of the exceptional curve E\ 
of the blow-up is a line l\ in S' d . Let Sd-i — > Sd-2 be the projection from a 
general point in Sd-i- We may assume that the projection map Sd — » Sd-i 
is an isomorphism over p2 and that p2 does not lie on l\. Continuing in this 
way, we arrive at a normal cubic surface S3, and the images of lines i\, and so 
on, will be a set of disjoint lines on S3. We will see later that a normal cubic 
surface does not have more than six skew lines. This shows that d < 9. □ 

Proposition 8.1.8 A del Pezzo surface Sd is a normal surface (i.e. coincides 
with its normalization in the field of rational functions). 

Proof We follow the same projection procedure as in the previous proof. The 
assertion is true for d = 3. The map S' 4 — > S3 is birational map onto a normal 
surface. Since we may assume that the center p of the projection S4 — -> S3 
does not lie on a line, the map is finite and of degree 1 . Since S3 is normal, it 
must be an isomorphism. In fact, the local ring A of a point x € S' 4 is integral 
over the local ring A' point of its image x' and both rings have the same fraction 
field Q. Thus the integral closure of A in Q is contained in the integral closure 
of A' equal to A'. This shows that A coincides with A'. Thus we see that S4 
is a normal surface. Continuing in this way, we get that S5, . . . , Sd are normal 
surfaces. □ 



8.1.2 Rational double points 

Here we recall without proofs some facts about rational double points (RDP) 
singularities which we will often use later. The proofs can be found in many 
sources [16], [456], [439]. 

Recall that we say that a variety X has rational singularities if there exists 
a resolution of singularities n : Y — > X such that i? 4 7r*CV = 0, i > 0. One 
can show that, if there exists one resolution with this property, any resolution 
of singularities satisfies this property. Also, one can give a local definition of a 
rational singularity x € X by requiring that the stalk (R 1 tt*Oy)x vanishes for 
i > 0. Note that a nonsingular points is, by definition, a rational singularity. 
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We will be interested in rational singularities of normal algebraic surfaces. 
Let 7r : Y — > X be a resolution of singularities. We can always choose it to be 
minimal in the sense that it does not factor nontrivially through another reso- 
lution of singularities. This is equivalent to that the fibres of ir do not contain 
(— l)-curves. A minimal resolution always exists and is unique, up to isomor- 
phism. A curve in the fiber 7r~ 1 (a;) is called an exceptional curve. 

Let Z = ^riiEi, where rii > and E t are irreducible components of 
7r _1 (x), called exceptional components. We say that Z is a. fundamental cycle 
if Z-Ei < for all E± and Z is minimal (in terms of order on the set of effective 
divisors) with this property. A fundamental cycle always exists unique. 

Proposition 8.1.9 The following properties are equivalent: 

( i) x is a rational singularity; 

(ii) the canonical maps 7r* : H % (X, Ox) — * H l {Y, Oy) are bijective; 

( in) for every curve ( not necessarily reduced) Z supported in ir~ 1 (x), one 

hasH 1 {Z,O z ) = 0; 
(iv) for every curve Z supported in ir^ 1 ^), p a (Z) := 1+^Z-(Z+Ky) < 

0. 

Recall that the multiplicity of a point a; on a variety X is the multiplicity 
of the maximal ideal mx.x defined in any text-book in Commutative Algebra. 
If X is a hypersurface, then the multiplicity is the degree of the first nonzero 
homogeneous part in the Taylor expansion of the affine equation of X at the 
point x. 

If x is a rational surface singularity, then — Z 2 is equal to its multiplicity, 
and — Z 2 + 1 is equal to the embedding dimension of x (the dimension of 
Hxi/Wy x ) [16], Corollary 6. It follows that arational double point is locally 
isomorphic to a hypersurface singularity, and hence is a Gorenstein singularity. 
The converse is also true, a rational Gorenstein singularity has multiplicity 2. 

Suppose now that a; is a rational double point of a normal surface X. Then 
each exceptional component E satisfies H 1 (E,Oe) — 0. This implies that 
E = P 1 . Since the resolution is minimal, E 2 < —2. By the adjunction formula, 
E 2 + E ■ Ky = -2 implies E ■ Ky > 0. Let Z = J2 rnEi be a fundamental 
cycle. Then, by (iii) from above, 

= 2 + Z 2 < -Z ■ Ky = - ^2m(Ei ■ Ky). 

This gives Ei ■ Ky = for every Ei. By the adjunction formula, E 2 = —2. 

Let Kx be a canonical divisor on X. This is a Weyl divisor, the closure of a 
canonical divisor on the open subset of nonsingular points. Let tt*(Kx) be its 
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preimage on Y. We can write 

K Y = tt*{K x ) + A, 

where A is a divisor supported in n^ 1 (x). Suppose a; is a Gorenstein singular- 
ity. This means that lux is locally free at x, i.e. one can choose a representative 
of Kx which is a Cartier divisor in an open neighborhood of x. Thus, we can 
choose a representative of ir*(Kx) which is disjoint from tt~ 1 (x). For any 
exceptional component Ei, we have 

= K Y -Ei = Ei ■ tt*(Kx) + E l -A = E l -A. 

It is known that the intersection matrix (Ei ■ Ef) of exceptional components is 
negative definite [401]. This implies that A = 0. 
To sum up, we have the following. 

Proposition 8.1.10 Let tt : Y — > X be a minimal resolution of a rational 
double point x on a normal surface X. Then each exceptional component of it 
is a (—2)-curve and Ky — ir*(Kx)- 

8.1.3 A blow-up model of a del Pezzo surface 

Let us show that a del Pezzo surface satisfies the following properties that we 
will take for a more general definition of a del Pezzo surface. 

Theorem 8.1.11 Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree d in V d . Then all its 
singularities are rational double points and ojg 1 is an ample invertible sheaf. 

Proof The assertion is true if d = 3. It follows from the proof of Proposition 
8.1.8 that S is isomorphic to the blow-up of a cubic surface at d — 3 nonsin- 
gular points. Thus the singularities of S are isomorphic to singularities of a 
cubic surface which are RDP In particular, the canonical sheaf uis of S is an 
invertible sheaf. 

Let C be a general hyperplane section. It defines an exact sequence 

Tensoring by ojs, and applying the adjunction formula for C, we obtain an 
exact sequence 

— > oj s -> — > oj c — ► 0. 

Applying Serre's duality and Proposition 8.1.9, we obtain 

H 1 (S,gj s )=H 1 (S,O s ) = 0. 
Since C is an elliptic curve, uc — Oc- The exact sequence implies that 
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H°(S, 7^ 0. Let D be an effective divisor defined by a nonzero sec- 

tion of u>s(l)- By the adjunction formula, its restriction to a general hyper- 
plane section is zero. Thus D is zero. This shows that ws(l) = Os, hence 
— ®s(— 1). In particular, Wg 1 = Os(l) is ample (in fact, very ample). □ 

Definition 8.1.12 A normal algebraic surface S is called a del Pezzo surface 
if its canonical sheaf u>$ is invertible, lu^ 1 is ample and all singularities are 
rational double points. 

By the previous Theorem and by Propositions 8.1.8, a del Pezzo surface 
of degree d in ¥ d is a del Pezzo surface in this new definition. Note that one 
takes a more general definition of a del Pezzo surface without assuming the 
normality property (see [457]). However, we will not pursue this. 

Let tt : X — > S be a minimal resolution of singularities of a del Pezzo 
surface. Our goal is to show that X is a rational surface isomorphic either to 
a minimal rational surface F , or F 2 , or is obtained from P 2 by blowing up a 
bubble cycle of length < 8. 

Lemma 8.1.13 Any irreducible reduced curve C on X with negative self- 
intersection is either a (-l)-curve or (—2)-curve. 

Proof By the adjunction 

C 2 + C ■ K s =dcguj c = 2 dim H\C,O c ) -2 > -2. 

By Proposition 8.1.10, the assertion is true if C is an exceptional curve of 
the resolution of singularities tt : X — > S. Suppose tt(C) = C is a curve. 
Since —Ks is ample, there exists some m > such that | — mKs\ defines an 
isomorphism of S onto a surface S' in P". Thus | — mKx \ defines a morphism 
X — > S' which is an isomorphism outside the exceptional divisor of tt. Taking 
a general section in P", we obtain that —mKx • C > 0. By the adjunction 
formula, the only possibility is C 2 = -1, and H 1 ^, O c ) = 0. □ 

Recall that a divisor class on a nonsingular surface X is called nef if 
D ■ C > for any curve C on X. It is called big if D 2 > 0. It follows from 
the proof of the previous Lemma that — Kx is nef and big. 

Lemma 8.1.14 Let X be a minimal resolution of a del Pezzo surface S. Then 

H l (X,O x ) =0, i^Q. 

Proof Since S has rational double points, by Proposition 8. 1. 10, the sheaf uj$ 
is an invertible ample sheaf and 



LU X = 7T*(WS)- 



(8.4) 
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Since, ojs — Os(—A) for some ample divisor A, we have lox — Ox{— A'), 
where A' = 7r*(^4) is nef and big. We write = Kx + A and apply Ramanu- 
jam's Vanishing Theorem ([451], [353], vol. I, Theorem 4.3.1): for any nef 
and big divisor Dona nonsingular projective variety X 

H i (X,O x (K x + D))=Q, ^>0. 

□ 

Theorem 8.1.15 Let X be a minimal resolution of a del Pezzo surface. Then, 
either X = Fo, or X = F2, or X is obtained from P 2 by blowing up N < 8 
points in the bubble space. 

Proof Let / : X — > X' be a morphism onto a minimal model of X. Since 
—Kx is nef and big, Kx' = f*(Kx) is not nef but big. It follows from the 
classification of algebraic surfaces that X' is a minimal ruled surface. Assume 
X' is not a rational surface. By Lemma 8.1.14, H 1 (X / ,O x >) = 0. If p : 
X' — > B is a ruling of X', we must have B = P 1 (use that the projection 
p : X' — > satisfies p*Ox' — Ob an d this defines a canonical injective map 
H^B^b) -> H^X^Ox')). Thus X' = F„ orP 2 . Assume X' = F„. If 
71 > 2, the proper transform in X of the exceptional section of X' has self- 
intersection — r < —n < —2. This contradicts Lemma 8.1.13. Thus n < 2. 
If n = 1, then composing the map X' = Fi — * P 2 , we obtain a birational 
morphism X — > X' — > P 2 , so the assertion is verified. 

Assume n = 2, and the birational morphism / : X — ► X' = Fa is not 
an isomorphism. Then it is an isomorphism over the exceptional section (oth- 
erwise we get a curve on X with self-intersection < —2). Thus, it factors 
through a birational morphism / : X — > Y — > F2, where y is the blow- 
up of a point y G F2 not on the exceptional section. Let Y — > V be the 
blow-down morphism of the proper transform of a fiber of the ruling of F2 
passing through the point y. Then Y' is isomorphic to Fi, and the composition 
X — > X' — ► y — > y' — > P 2 is a birational morphism to P 2 . 

Assume n = and / : X — * F2 is not an isomorphism. Again, we factor / 
as the composition X — * y — > Fo, where y — > Fo is the blow-up of a point 
ji e Fo. Blowing down the proper transforms of the lines through y, we get a 
morphism Y — * P 2 and the composition AT — * y — > P 2 . 

The last assertion follows from the known behavior of the canonical class 
under a blow-up. If it : S — > P 2 is a birational morphism which is a composi- 
tion of A blow-ups, then 

K\ = KI2 - N = 9 - A. (8.5) 
Since AT^ > 0, we obtain A < 9. 



8.1 First properties 



395 



□ 

Definition 8.1.16 The number d = K\ is called the degree of a del Pezzo 
surface. 

It is easy to see that it does not depend on a minimal resolution of S. Note 
that this definition agrees with the definition of the degree of a del Pezzo sur- 
face S C P d in its classical definition. Indeed, let H be a hyperplane section 
of S, the intersection theory of Cartier divisors show that 

d = H 2 = tt*(H) 2 = p*(-K s ) 2 = {-K x f = K\. 

Suppose S is a nonsingular del Pezzo surface. Since Kp 2 is not ample, we 
obtain the following. 

Corollary 8.1.17 Assume that S is a nonsingular del Pezzo surface. Then 
S = Fo or is obtained by blowing-up of a bubble cycle in P 2 of < 8 points. 

Definition 8.1.18 A weak del Pezzo surface is a nonsingular surface S with 
—K$ nef and big. 

So, we see that a minimal resolution of a singular del Pezzo surface is a 
weak del Pezzo surface. The proof of Theorem 8.1.15 shows that a weak del 
Pezzo surface is isomorphic to Fo , F2 or to the blow-up of a bubble cycle on 
P 2 that consists of < 8 points. 

Remark 8.1.19 Recall that a Fano variety is a nonsingular projective variety 
X with — Kx ample. A quasi-Fano variety is a nonsingular variety with —Kx 
big and nef. Thus a nonsingular del Pezzo surface is a Fano variety of dimen- 
sion 2, and a weak del Pezzo surface is a quasi-Fano variety of dimension 2. 

Definition 8.1.20 A blowing down structure on a weak del Pezzo surface S 
is a composition of birational morphisms 

TT : J — Djv > >JN—1 * • • ■ * "^1 * , 

where each ir : Si — > Si_i is the blow-up a point in the bubble space off 2 . 

Recall from Section 7.5.1 that a blowing-down structure of a weak del Pezzo 
surface defines a basis (eo, ej., . . . , ex) in Pic(5 f ), where eo is the class of the 
full preimage of a line and e; is the class of the exceptional configurations £ j 
defined by the point xi. We call it a geometric basis. As we explained in the 
previous Chapter, a blowing-down structure defines an isomorphism of free 
abelian groups 

(jy : Z N+1 -> Pic(S) such that </>(k N ) = K s , 
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where fcjy = — 3e + ei + • • • + ejv- The class eo is the full preimage of 
the class h of a line in the plane, and the classes a are the divisor classes of 
the exceptional configurations £j. We call such an isomorphism a geometric 
marking. 

Definition 8.1.21 A pair (S, <fi), where S is a weak del Pezzo surface and 4> 
is a marking (resp. geometric marking) Z N+1 — > Pic(S) is called a marked 
(resp. geometrically marked) weak del Pezzo surface. 

The bubble cycle rj appearing in a blowing-up model of a weak del Pezzo 
surface must satisfy some restrictive conditions. Let us find them. 

Lemma 8.1.22 Let X be a nonsingular projective surface with H 1 (X, Ox ) = 
0. Let C be an irreducible curve on X such that \ — Kx — C\ ^ and 
C £ | -K x \. ThenC P 1 . 

Proof We have — Kx ~ C + D for some nonzero effective divisor D, and 
hence K x + C This shows that \K X + C\ = 0. By Riemann-Roch, 

= h°(O x (K x + C)) = \{{K X + Cf - (K x + C)-K x ) + l 

-h\O x ) + h 2 (O x ) >1+\(C 2 + K X -C) = h\O c ). 
Thus H X (C, O c ) = 0, and, as we noted earlier, this implies that C = P 1 . □ 
Proposition 8.1.23 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface. 

(i) Let f : S — > S be a blowing down of a (-l)-curve E. Then S is a 
weak del Pezzo surface. 

( ii) Let 7r : 5' — > S be the blowing-up with center at a point x not lying on 
any (—2)-curve. Assume Kg > 1. Then S' is a weak del Pezzo surface. 

Proof (i) We have K s = f* (Kg) + E, and hence, for any curve C on S, we 
have 

K s ■ C = f*(K- s ) ■ f(C) = (K s - E) ■ f*(C) - K S ■ f*(C) < 0. 

Also K% = K s + 1 > 0. Thus S is a weak del Pezzo surface. 

(ii) Since K s > 2, we have Kg, = K s — 1 > 0. By Riemann-Roch, 

dim|-^s'| > \((-K s >) 2 - (-K s , ■ K s >)) = K% > 0. 

Thus | — K s' | 7^ 0, and hence, any irreducible curve C with —Ks> ■ C < 
must be a proper component of some divisor from | — Ks< \ (it cannot be 
linearly equivalent to — Ks> because (— Ks>) 2 > 0). Let E = tt^ 1 (x). We 
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have -K s > ■ E = 1 > 0. So we may assume that C ^ E. Let C = /(C). We 
have 

-JTs» ■ C = 7r*(-Jf s ) -C-E'C = -K s • C - mvit x (C). 

Since f*(Kg>) = Kg and C ^ E, the curve C* is a proper irreducible com- 
ponent of some divisor from | — K$\. By Lemma 8.1.22, C = P 1 . Thus 
mult^C < 1 and hence > -K s > ■ C > -K s -C-l. This gives -K s ■ C = 
and x € C and hence C is a (— 2)-curve. Since x does not lie on any (— 2)- 
curve we get a contradiction. □ 

Corollary 8.1.24 Let r\ — yV-, a:^ fee a bubble cycle on P 2 ant/ S 1 ^ be its 
blow-up. Then is a weak del Pezzo surface if and only if 

(i) r < 8; 

(ii) the Enriques diagram off] is the disjoint union of chains; 
(Hi) \Ofi[V) —7/| = for any rj C r\ consisting of four points; 
(iv) \Op2(2) — rj'\ = $ for any rf C f] consisting of seven points. 

Proof The necessity of condition (i) is clear. We know that S does not contain 
curves with self-intersection < —2. In particular, any exceptional cycle £ $ of 
the birational morphism tt : S — > P 2 contains only smooth rational curves 
with E 2 = —\ or —2. This easily implies that the bubble points corresponding 
to each exceptional configuration £j represent a totally ordered chain. This 
checks condition (ii). 

Suppose (iii) does not hold. Let D be an effective divisor from the linear 
system |Op2 (1) — rf\. We can change the admissible order on 77 to assume that 
77' = x\ + X2 + £3 + X4. Then the divisor class of the proper transform of D 
in Y v is equal to eo — e% — 62 — — 64 — J2i>4 m i e i- Its self-intersection is 
obviously < —3. 

Suppose (iv) does not hold. Let D £ |0 P 2(2) — rf\. Arguing as above, 
we find that the divisor class of the proper transform of D is equal to 2eo — 
Sj=i e i ~ Si>7 m i e i- I ts self-intersection is again < —3. 

Let us prove the sufficiency. Let En = ^^(xn) be the last exceptional 
configuration of the blow-down Y n — > P 2 . It is an irreducible (— 1) -curve. 
Obviously, rf = rj — Xn satisfies conditions (i)-(iv). By induction, we may as- 
sume that S' = S v > is a weak del Pezzo surface. Applying Proposition 8.1.23, 
we have to show that xn does not lie on any (— 2)-curve on S' . Condition 
(ii) implies that it does not lie on any irreducible component of the exceptional 
configurations £ j, i ^ N. We will show in the next section that any (— 2)-curve 
on a week del Pezzo surface S' of degree < 7 is either blown down to a point 
under the canonical map Sy — > P 2 or equal to the proper inverse transform 
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of a line through three points, or a conic through five points. If xn lies on 
the proper inverse transform of such a line (resp. a conic), then condition (iii) 
(resp. (iv)) is not satisfied. This proves the assertion. □ 

A set of bubble points satisfying conditions (i)-(iv) above is called a set of 
points in almost general position. 

We say that the points are in general position if the following hold: 

(i) all points are proper points; 

(ii) no three points are on a line; 

(iii) no six points on a conic; 

(iv) no cubic passes through the points with one of the point being a singular 
point. 

Proposition 8.1.25 The blow-up ofN < 8 points in P 2 is a del Pezzo surface 
if and only if the points are in general position. 

8.2 The E w -lattice 

8.2.1 Quadratic lattices 

A (quadratic) lattice is a free abelian group M = II equipped with a sym- 
metric bilinear form M x M — > Z. A relevant example of a lattice is the 
second cohomology group modulo torsion of a compact smooth 4-manifold 
(e.g. a nonsingular projective surface) with respect to the cup-product. An- 
other relevant example is the Picard group modulo numerical equivalence of a 
nonsingular projective surface equipped with the intersection pairing. 

The values of the symmetric bilinear form will be often denoted by (x, y) or 
x ■ y. We write x 2 — (x,x). The map x i— > x 2 is an integer valued quadratic 
form on M. Conversely, such a quadratic form q : M — > Z defines a symmetric 
bilinear form by the formula (x,y) = q(x + y) — q(x) — q(y). Note that 
x 2 = 2q(x). 

Let M v = Hom z (M, Z) and 

*, M :M->M V , L M (x)(y) = x ■ y. 

We say that M is nondegenerate if the homomorphism lm is injective. In this 
case the group 

Disc(M) = M v /i M (M) 

is a finite abelian group. It is called the discriminant group of M. If we choose 
a basis to represent the symmetric bilinear form by a matrix A, then the order 
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ofDisc(Af) is equal to | det( A) |. The number disc(Af) = det(A) is called the 
discriminant of M. A different choice of a basis changes A to t CAC for some 
C £ GL(n, Z), so it does not change det(A). A lattice is called unimodular if 
| disc (M) | = 1. 

Tensoring A/ with reals, we get a real symmetric bilinear form on Mr = W . 
We can identify M with an abelian subgroup of the inner product space W 
generated by a basis in W. The Sylvester signature (t+,t-,to) of the in- 
ner product space Mr is called the signature of M. We write (t+ , t- ) if 
to = 0. For example, the signature of H 2 (X, Z) /Torsion = Z b2 for a non- 
singular projective surface X is equal to (2p g + 1,62 — 2p g — 1), where 
p g = dim if (A, Ox(Kx))- This follows from the Hodge Theory (see [266]). 
The signature on the lattice of divisor classes modulo numerical equivalence 
Num(A) = Pic(A) /= = Z p is equal to (1, p — 1) (this is called the Hodge 
Index Theorem, see [281], Chapter 5, Theorem 1.9). 

Let N C M be a subgroup of M, The restriction of the bilinear form to 
defines a structure of a lattice on N. We say that N together with this form is 
a sublattice of M. We say that N is of finite index m if Af /A is a finite group 
of order m. Let 

A- 1 = {a; G M : a; • y = 0, Vy e A}. 

Note that A C (N- 1 ) 1 - and the equality takes place if and only if A is a 
primitive sublattice (i.e. Af /A is torsion-free). 
We will need the following Lemmas. 

Lemma 8.2.1 Let M be a nondegenerate lattice and let A be its nondegen- 
erate sublattice of finite index m. Then 

|disc(A)| = m 2 |disc(A/)|. 

Proof Since A is of finite index in M, the restriction homomorphism M v — > 
A v is injective. We will identify M v with its image in A v . We will also 
identify M with its image lm(M) in A/ v . Consider the chain of subgroups 

A C M C Af v C A v . 

Choose a basis in M, a basis in N, and the dual bases in M v and A v . The 
inclusion homomorphism A M is given by a matrix A and the inclusion 
A v — > A/ v is given by its transpose * A. The order m of the quotient Af /A is 
equal to | det(A) |. The order of A v /M v is equal to | det(*A)|. They are equal. 
Now the chain of lattices from the above has the first and the last quotient of 
order equal to m, and the middle quotient is of order |disc(M)|. The total 
quotient A v /A is of order |disc( A) |. The assertion follows. □ 
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Lemma 8.2.2 Let M be a unimodular lattice and N be its nondegenerate 
primitive sublattice. Then 

|disc(iV- L )| = |disc(7V)|. 

Proof Consider the restriction homomorphism r : M — ► N v , where we 
identify M with Af v by means of tj;. Its kernel is equal to N- 1 . Composing r 
with the projection N v /ijy(N) we obtain an injective homomorphism 

M/(N + N^) -> N v /l n (N). 

Notice that N 1 - n N = {0} because N is a nondegenerate sublattice. Thus 
N^+N = N^-QiN is of finite index i in M. Also the sum is orthogonal, so that 
the matrix representing the symmetric bilinear form on N © N 1 - can be chosen 
to be a block matrix. We denote the orthogonal direct sum of two lattices Mi 
and M 2 by Mi © M 2 . This shows that disc(7V _L N- 1 -) = disc(iV)disc(iV- L ). 
Applying Lemma 8.2.1, we get 

#(M/N _L N^-) = y / |disc(A^- L )||disc(7V)| < #(iV v /iV) = |disc(JV)|. 

This gives |disc(iV- L )| < |disc(iV)|. Since N — (N- 1 )- 1 , exchanging the roles 
of N and N- 1 , we get the opposite inequality. □ 

Lemma 8.2.3 Let N be a nondegenerate sublattice of a unimodular lattice 
M. Then 

Im{N^) = Ann(A0 := Ker(Y : M v -► iV v ) = (M/N) v . 

Proof Under the isomorphism l m ■ M — ■> M y the image of N 1 - is equal to 
Ann(TV). Since the functor Homz(— , Z) is left exact, applying it to the exact 
sequence 

Q — > ./V — > M — > M/iV -> 0, 

we obtain an isomorphism Ann(A^) = (M /N) v . □ 

A morphism of lattices cr : M —> N is a homomorphism of abelian groups 
preserving the bilinear forms. If M is a nondegenerate lattice, then a is nec- 
essarily injective. We say in this case that a is an embedding of lattices. An 
embedding is called primitive if its image is a primitive sublattice. An invert- 
ible morphism of lattices is called an isometry. The group of isometries of a 
lattice M to itself is denoted by O(M) and is called the orthogonal group of 
M. 

Let Mq := M ® Q = Q™ with the symmetric bilinear form of M extended 
to a symmetric Q-valued bilinear form on Mq. The group M v can be identified 
with the subgroup of Mq consisting of vectors v such that (v,m) 6 Z for any 
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to e M. Suppose that M is nondegenerate lattice. The finite group Disc(M) 
can be equipped with a quadratic form defined by 



where x denotes a coset x + lm(M). If M is an even lattice, i.e. to 2 e 2Z for 
all to 6 M, then we take values modulo 2Z. The group of automorphisms of 
Disc(M) leaving the quadratic form invariant is denoted by 0(Disc(Af )). 
The proof of the next Lemma can be found in [412]. 

Lemma 8.2.4 Let M C N be a sublattice of finite index. Then the inclusion 
M C N C iV v C M v defines the subgroup N/M in Disc(M) = M v /M 
such that the restriction of the quadratic form of Disc(Af ) to it is equal to 
zero. Conversely, any such subgroup defines a lattice N containing M as a 
sublattice of finite index. 

The group O(M) acts naturally on the dual group M v preserving its bilin- 
ear form and leaving the subgroup lm(M) invariant. This defines a homomor- 
phism of groups 



Lemma 8.2.5 Let N be a primitive sublattice in a nondegenerate lattice M. 
Then an isometry a S O(iV) extends to an isometry of M acting identically on 
N if and only if a S Ker(ajv). 

8.2.2 The E N -lattice 

Let i 1,JV = Z w+1 equipped with the symmetric bilinear form defined by the 
diagonal matrix diag(l, — 1, . . . , — 1) with respect to the standard basis 

eo = (1,0, . . . , 0), e x = (0, 1,0, ... ,0), ... ,ejv = (0, ... ,0, 1) 

of Z N+1 . Any basis defining the same matrix will be called an orthonormal 
basis. The lattice 7 1, is a unimodular lattice of signature (1,N). 
Consider the special vector in I 1N defined by 

N 



We define the E^-lattice as a sublattice of I ' N given by 

E N = (Zkjv)^ 

Since = 9 — A^, it follows from Lemma 8.2.2, that Eat is a negative 



q(x) — (x, x) mod Z, 



a M : O(M) -> 0(Disc(M)). 




(8.6) 
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definite lattice for N < 8. Its discriminant group is a cyclic group of order 
9 — N, Its quadratic form is given by the value on its generator equal to — 
mod Z (or 2Z if N is odd). 

Lemma 8.2.6 Assume N > 3. The following vectors form a basis of En 

ai = e - ei - e 2 - e 3 , on = ei_i - e<, i = 2,...,N. 

The matrix of the symmetric bilinear form o/Ejy with respect to this basis is 
equal to 



Cn — 



f-2 








1 














... 0\ 





-2 


1 

















... 





1 


-2 


1 














... 


1 





1 


-2 


1 











... 











1 


-2 


1 








... 














1 


-2 


1 





... 


U 





















-2 l) 



(8.7) 



Proof By inspection, each oli is orthogonal to kjy. Suppose (ao, a\ , . . . , ajv) 
is orthogonal to k^y. Then 

3a + aiH h a N = 0. (8.8) 

We can write this vector as follows 

(a ,ai, . . . , a N ) = a ai + (a + ai)a. 2 + (2a + a x + a 2 )a 3 

+ (3a + ai + a 2 + a3) a 4 + ■ • • + (3a + a\ + h cln-i)o:n- 

We use here that (8.8) implies that the last coefficient is equal to — ajy. We 
leave the computation of the matrix to the reader. □ 

One can express the matrix Cat by means of the incidence matrix An of the 
following graph with N vertices. 



N 



N 



N > 4 



Figure 8.1 Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of type En 
We have Cat = -2I N + A N . 
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8.2.3 Roots 

A vector a e Ejv is called a root if a 2 = —2. A vector (d, mi, . . . , m^) e 
7 1,JV is a root if and only if 

JV N 

d 2 -^m 2 = -2, 3d-^2 mi =0. (8.9) 

i=l i=l 

Using the inequality (X)i=i m i) 2 ^Si=i TO f' it ^ s eas Y to nnc l a ^ solu " 
tions. 

Proposition 8.2.7 Let N < 8 and 

a. i2 = &i - ej , 1 < i < j < N, 

a-ijk = e - ej - ej - e k , 1 < i < j < k < N. 

Any root in E^v is equal to ±a, where a is one of the following vectors: 

N= 3 : ctij, 0123. Their number is 8. 

N= 4 :<Xij, otijk- Their number is 20. 

N= 5 : Ciij, OLijk- Their number is 40. 

N= 6 :a.ij, otijk, 2eo — ei — ■ ■ ■ — e6. Their number is 72. 

N= 7 : ctij, a ijk-< 2eo — ei — • • • — e 7 — e,. Their number is 126. 

N= 8 :a.i 0l a.ij k ,2e -ei e 8 - ei -ej, 3e - ei e 8 - 

Their number is 240. 

For N > 9, the number of roots is infinite. From now on we assume 

3 <N <8. 

An ordered set B of roots {/3y , . . . , /3 r } is called a root basis if they are linearly 
independent over Q and 

Pi ■ Pj > 0. 

A root basis is called irreducible if it is not equal to the union of non-empty 
subsets B x and B 2 such that $ ■ = if /3; € 5i and /3j € B 2 . The 
symmetric r x i-matrix C = (a,j)' where = • (3j is called the Cartan 
matrix of the root basis. 

Definition 8.2.8 A Cartan matrix is a symmetric integer matrix (a^) with 
an = —2 and > 0, or such a matrix multiplied by — 1. 

We will deal only with Cartan matrices C with an = —2. The matrix C+2I, 
where I is the identity matrix of the size equal to the size of C, can be taken as 
the incidence matrix of a non-oriented graph Tc with an ordered set of vertices 
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in which we put the number a,j — 2 at the edge corresponding to vertices i and 
j if this number is positive. The graph is called the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of 
C. The Cartan matrix Cn for N = 6, 7, 8 has the corresponding graph pictured 
in Figure 8.2. 

Cartan matrix is called irreducible if the graph Tc is connected. 

If C is negative definite irreducible Cartan matrix, then its Coxeter-Dynkin 
diagram is one of the types indicated in Figure 8.2 (see [52]). A lattice with 
quadratic form defined by a negative (positive) definite Cartan matrix is called 
a root lattice. Thus the lattice E^r. N < 8, is an example of a root lattice. 

1 2 n- 1 n 
A n • • " • 




2 3 4 5 6 
E 6 • • f • • 



• 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
E 7 • • • • • • 




Figure 8.2 Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams of types A,D, E 



For 3 < n < 5, we will use E„ to denote the Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams of 
types A 2 + A 1 (N = 3), A 4 (N = 4) and D 5 (N = 5). 

Example 8.2.9 We know that exceptional components E$ of a minimal reso- 
lution of a RDP are (— 2)-curves. We have already used the fact that the inter- 
section matrix (Ei ■ Ej) is negative definite. This implies that the intersection 
matrix is a Cartan matrix. 

Proposition 8.2.10 The Cartan matrix C of an irreducible root basis in Eyv 
is equal to an irreducible Cartan matrix of type A r , D r , E r with r < N. 

Definition 8.2.11 A canonical root basis in E^r is a root basis with Cartan 
matrix (8.7) and the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram from Figure 8.1. 

An example of a canonical root basis is the basis (cti, . . . , ajy). 
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Theorem 8.2.12 Any canonical root basis is obtained from a unique or- 
thonormal basis (vq, V\, . . . , v n ) in I 1 '** such that\ijq — — 3t>o + vi + ■ • • + v/v 
by the formula 

Pi=v -vi-v 2 - v 3 , ft = -v h i = 2, . . . , JV. (8.10) 

Proof Given a canonical root basis (ft , . . . , fty) we solve for i?j in the system 
of equations (8.10). We have 

N 

Vi = v N + J^ft, i = 1,.. • , AT - 1, 

i=2 

iV 

w = ft + ui + u 2 + «3 = 0i + 3wjv + 3 A + 2 Ps + ft: 

i=4 
JV 

ky\r = 3« - ui % = 9ujv + 9 ^ ft + 6ft + 3ft 

i=4 

AT JV 

-(Wjv + ^ft) ~ (>iV + J^ft) («iV + ftv) - VN- 

i=2 t=3 

This gives 

1 - 
v N = -^^( k N + 3ft + 2ft + 4ft + ^(9 - i)ft+i). 

i=3 

Taking the inner product of both sides with ft, we find (uj\r,ft) = 0, i = 
1, .. . , JV — 1, and (v/v,ftv) = 1. Thus all belong to (k/v -L Eat) v . The 
discriminant group of this lattice is isomorphic to (Z/(9 — JV)Z) and the only 
isotropic subgroup of order 9 — JV is the diagonal subgroup. This shows that 
E N is the only sublattice of (kjv _L Eat) v of index 9 — JV, hence V{ <E E N for 
aU i. It is immediately checked that (vq, v%, . . . , vn) is an orthonormal basis 
and kjy = — 3v +•»! + ••• + vn. □ 

Corollary 8.2.13 Let 0(I 1 ' N )\ S _ N be the stabilizer subgroup of kj\r. Then 
0(I 1,N )k N acts simply transitively on the set of canonical root bases in Eyv- 

Each canonical root basis j3 = (ft , . . . , ftv) defines a partition of the set of 
roots 1Z 

where 1Z+ is the set of non-negative linear combinations of ft. The roots from 
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1Z + (1Z-) are called positive (negative) roots with respect to the root basis j3. 
It is clear that 1Z- = {—a : a G 7^+}. 
For any canonical root basis /3, the subset 

Cp = {xe I hN ® R : (x, Pi) > 0} 

is called a Weyl chamber with respect to (3. A subset of a Weyl chamber that 
consists of vectors such that (v, (3j) = for some subset / C {1, . . . , N} is 
called a face. A face corresponding to the empty set is equal to the interior of 
the Weyl chamber. The face corresponding to the subset {1, . . . , N} is spanned 
by the vector k^v- 
For any root a, let 

r a : J 1,JV -> I 1 ' 1 *, v^v+(v,a)a. 

It is immediately checked that r a £ 0(I 1N )k N , r a (a) = —a and r a (v) = v 
if (v, a) = 0. The isometry r a is called the reflection in the root a. By linearity, 
r a acts as an orthogonal transformation of the real inner product space R 1 1 := 
I^ N ®R. 

The following is a basic fact from the theory of finite reflection groups. We 
refer for the proof to numerous text-books on this subject (e.g. [52], [325]). 

Theorem 8.2.14 Let C be a Weyl chamber defined by a canonical root basis 
(3. Let W^Ejv) be the subgroup q/0(Ejy) generated by reflections rp r For 
any x G R 1, there exists w £ W^Ejv) such that w(x) G C. Ifx, w(x) G C, 
then x — w(x) and x belongs to a face of C. The union of Weyl chambers is 
equal to R 1, . Two Weyl chambers intersect only along a common face. 

Corollary 8.2.15 The group ^(E^v) acts simply transitively on canonical 
root bases, and Weyl chambers. It coincides with the group 0(/ 1,Ar )k JV - 

The first assertion follows from the Theorem. The second assertion follows 
from Corollary 8.2.13 since W-^Ejv) is a subgroup of 0(I 1,N )k N . 

Corollary 8.2.16 

O(Ejv) = W(V N ) x (t), 

where t is an isometry of En, which is realized by a permutation of roots in a 
canonical basis leaving invariant the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram. We have r = 1 
for N = 7, 8 and t 2 = I for N ^ 7, 8. 

Proof By Lemma 8.2.5, the image of the restriction homomorphism 

0{I^ N )^ N - O(Ejv) 
is equal to the kernel of the homomoiphism a : O(Eat) — > 0(Disc(Ejv)). It 
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is easy to compute 0(Disc(EAr)) and find that it is isomorphic to Z/rZ. Also 
it can be checked that a is surjective and the image of the symmetry of the 
Coxeter-Dynkin diagram is the generator of 0(Disc(EAr)). It remains for us to 
apply the previous Corollary. □ 

The definition of the group W(En) does not depend on the choice of a 
canonical basis and hence coincides with the definition of Weyl groups W(Ejv) 
from Chapter 7. Note that Corollary 8.2.15 also implies that W(En) is gener- 
ated by reflections r a for all roots a in Ejy. This is true for N < 10 and is not 
true for N > 11. 

Proposition 8.2.17 If N > 4, the group W(En) acts transitively on the set 
of roots. 

Proof Let [j3\, . . . , (3n) be a canonical basis from (8.10). Observe that the 
subgroup of W(En) generated by the reflections with respect to the roots 
02, ■ ■ ■ ,Pn is isomorphic to the permutation group ©at. It acts on the set 
{ei, . . . , e^v} by permuting its elements and leaves eo invariant. This implies 
that &n acts on the roots ay, ay^, via its action on the set of subsets of 
{1, . . . , N} of cardinality 2 and 3. Thus it acts transitively on the set of roots 
tty and on the set of roots a^-fe. Similarly, we see that it acts transitively on 
the set of roots 2eo — — • • • — e, 6 and —kg — e, if N = 8. Also applying 
r a to a we get —a. Now the assertion follows from the following computation 

(— k 8 - e 8 ) = 2e - e x - e 4 e 8 , 

f|8i(2eo — ei — e 6 ) = 0:456, 

□ 

A sublattice R of E^ isomorphic to a root lattice is called a root sublattice. 
By definition, it has a root basis (/3i, . . . , j3 r ) such that the matrix (/% • j3f) is 
a Cartan matrix. Each such sublattice is isomorphic to the orthogonal sum of 
root lattices with irreducible Cartan matrices. 

The types of root sublattices in the lattice Ejv can be classified in terms of 
their root bases by the following procedure due to A. Borel and J. de Siebenthal 
[48] and, independently by E. Dynkin [197]. 

Let D be the Coxeter-Dynkin diagram. Consider the extended diagram by 
adding one more vertex which is connected to other edges as shown on the 
following extended Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams. Consider the following set of 
elementary operations over the diagrams D and their disconnected sums D\ + 
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■■■ + Dk - Extend one of the components D t to get the extended diagram. Con- 
sider its subdiagram obtained by deleting subset of vertices. Now all possible 
root bases are obtained by applying recursively the elementary operations to 
the initial Coxeter-Dynkin diagram of type and all its descendants. 



E 6 




E 8 • • 1 • • • • * 

Figure 8.3 Extended Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams of types A, D, E 



8.2.4 Fundamental weights 

Let (3 = /?2, ■ • ■ , Pn) be a canonical root basis (8.10) in Ejy- Consider 
its dual basis ((31, . . . , (3^) in ® Q. Its elements are called fundamental 
weights. We use the expressions for ft from Theorem 8.2.12. Let us identify 
E)y with (k^) v = J 1,Ar /Zkjv. Then we can take for representatives of (3* the 
following vectors from I 1,N : 

Pi = v , 

02 = «0 - «1, 

/?3 = 2v Q -Vl- V 2 , 

ft = Vi-\ hv N , i = 4,...,N. 

Definition 8.2.18 A vector in I l ' N is called an exceptional vector if it belongs 
to the W(E N )-orbit of (3* N . 



8.2 The Eat -lattice 409 
Proposition 8.2.19 A vector v E I 1:N is exceptional if and only ifk]y ■ v = 



— 1 and v 2 = — 1 


The set of except iona 


/ vectors 


is the following 




N = 3,4: ei,e 










N = 5 : e i; eo - 


- ej, 2e - ei - • 


■ ■ -e 5 ; 






N = 6 : e;,e - 


et - e,-, 2e — ei — • 


e 6 - 






iV = 7:e i ,e - 


ei - e,-, 2e — ei — • 


e 7 - 


\- ei + e,-; -k 7 - 


^i 5 


iV = 8:e 4! e - 


- ej, 2e - e ± - ■ 


■ • - e 8 - 


1- + 6, + e fc ; - 


-k 8 + e, ; - ej 


-k 8 + e - 


- e, : - ej - e fc , -k 8 4 


- 2eo — e 


ii — ' ' ' ~ e i6 > — 


2k 8 - a. 



The number of exceptional vectors is given by Table 8.1. 



N 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


# 


6 


10 


16 


27 


56 


240 



Table 8.1 Number of exceptional vectors 



Proof Similarly to the case of roots, we solve the equations 

N N 

d 2 — m 2 = — 1, 3d — rrii = 1. 
»=l s=i 

First we immediately get the inequality (3d — l) 2 < 7V(d 2 + 1) which gives 
< d < 4. If d — 0, the condition m| = d 2 + 1 and fcjy ■ w = —1 gives the 
vectors ei. If d = 1, this gives the vectors e — ei — e^, and so on. Now we use 
the idea of Noether's inequality from Chapter 7 to show that all these vectors 
(d, mi, . . . , mjy) belong to the same orbit of W(~Ejy). We apply permutations 
from S^v to assume mi > m 2 > m 3 , then use the reflection r ai23 to decrease 
d. □ 

Corollary 8.2.20 The orders of the Weyl groups W(En) are given by Table 
8.2. 



N 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


#W(E N ) 


12 


5! 


2 4 -5! 


2* ■ 3 2 • 6! 


2 b • 3 2 ■ 7! 


2 7 ■ 3 3 ■ 5 • 8! 



Table 8.2 Orders of the Weyl groups 



Proof Observe that the orthogonal complement of e^r in / 1Ar is isomorphic 
to I 1 ^^ 1 . Since e 2 N = — 1, by Lemma 8.2.5, the stabilizer subgroup of ejv in 
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0(I 1,N ) is equal to 0(I 1,N 1 ). This implies that the stabilizer subgroup of 
e N in W(~E N ) is equal to W(Ejv-i). Obviously, W(E 3 ) = 63 x 6 2 and 
T^(E 3 ) S 65. Thus 

#I^(E 5 ) = 16-#^(E 4 ) = 2 4 -5!, 
#T^(E 6 ) = 27 • #W(E 5 ) = 2 3 • 3 2 • 6!, 
#W(E 7 ) = 56 • #VF(E 6 ) = 2 6 • 3 2 • 7!, 
#W(E 8 ) = 240 • #VK(E 7 ) = 2 7 • 3 3 • 5 • 8!. 

□ 

Proposition 8.2.21 Let N < 8. For any two different exceptional vectors 
ti,w £ Ejv, such that v + w + 2k 8 7^ 0, 

(v,w) e {0,1,2}. 

Proof This can be seen directly from the list, however we prefer to give a 
proof independent of the classification. Obviously, we may assume that n = 8. 
It is immediately seen that all vectors are exceptional. Because (u,kg) = 
(10, k 8 ), we have v — to € Eg. Because E 8 is a negative definite even lattice 
we have (v — w, v — w) = —2 — 2(v,w) < —2. This gives (v,w) > 0. Assume 
(v, w) > 2. Let h = 2k 8 + v + w. We have (v + w) 2 = -2 + 2(v, w) > 4 and 
/i 2 = 4-8+(v+w) 2 > 0, ft -kg = 0. Thus 7 1,8 contains two non-proportional 
orthogonal nonzero vectors h and k 8 with non-negative norm square. Since the 
signature of I x - N is equal to (1,N), we get a contradiction. 

□ 

8.2.5 Gosset polytopes 

Consider the real vector space IR^' 1 = R N+1 with the inner product (, ) de- 
fined by the quadratic form on I X ' N multiplied by —1. All exceptional vectors 
lie in the affine space Vn — {x G IR^' 1 : (kjv,a;) = 1} and belong to the 
unit sphere S N . Let be the convex hull of the exceptional vectors. For any 
two vectors to, w' e S N , the vector w — w' belongs to the even quadratic lat- 
tice E^, hence 2 < (w — w' , w — w') = 2 — 2(w, w'). This shows that the 
minimal distance (w — w',w — w') 1 / 2 between two vertices is equal to \[2 
and occurs only when the vectors w and w' are orthogonal. This implies that 
the edges of S^v correspond to pairs of orthogonal exceptional vectors. The 
difference of such vectors is a root a = w — w' such that (a, w) = 1. The re- 
flections s a '. x 1 ► x (x, a) a sends w to w'. Thus the reflection hyperplane 
H a = {x e Vn ■ (x, a) = 0} intersects the edge at the midpoint. It permutes 
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two adjacent vertices. The Weyl group W(En) acts on Ejv with the set of ver- 
tices forming one orbit. The edges coming out of a fixed vertex correspond to 
exceptional vectors orthogonal to the vertex. For example, if we take the ver- 
tex corresponding to the vector ejv, then the edges correspond to exceptional 
vectors for the root system Ejy-i. Thus the vertex figure at each vertex (i.e. 
the convex hull of midpoints of edges coming from the vertex) is isomorphic 
to Sjv-i. A convex poly tope with isomorphic vertex figures is called a semi- 
regular polytope (a regular polytope satisfies the additional property that all 
facets are isomorphic). 

The polytopes are Gosset polytopes discovered by T. Gosset in 1900 
[256]. Following Gosset they are denoted by (N — 4) 21 . We refer to [134], 
p. 202, for their following facts about their combinatorics. Each polytope Ejv 
has two W / (Ejv)-orbits on the set of facets. One of them is represented by the 
convex hull of exceptional vectors ei, ...,ejy orthogonal to the vector eo. It 
is a (N — l)-simplex ay-i- The second one is represented by the convex hull 
of exceptional vectors orthogonal to eo — ei. It is a cross-polytope ftv_i (a 
cross-polytope ft is the bi-pyramide over ft_i with ft being a square). The 
number of facets is equal to the index of the stabilizer group of eo or eo — ei in 
the Weyl group. The rest of faces are obtained by induction on N. The number 
of fc-faces in Ejv is given in Table 8.3 (see [134], 11.8). 



k/N 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 





6 


10 


16 


27 


56 


240 


1 


3a + 6a 


30 


80 


216 


756 


6720 


2 


2a + 3/3 


10a + 20a 


160 


720 


4032 


60480 


3 




5a + 5/3 


40a + 80a 


1080 


10080 


241920 


4 






16a + 10/3 


432a+ 
216a 


12096 


483840 


5 








72a 5 + 
27/3 


2016a+ 
4032a 


483840 


6 










576a+ 
126/3 


69120a+ 
138240a 


7 












17280a+ 
+2160/3 



Table 8.3 Gosset polytopes 



The Weyl group W(En) acts transitively on the set of fc-faces when k < 
N — 2. Othwerwise there are two orbits, their cardinality can be found in the 
table. The dual (reciprocal) polytopes are not semi-regular anymore since the 
group of symmetries has two orbits on the set of vertices. One is represented 
by the vector eo and another by eo — ej.. 
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8.2.6 (—1) -curves on del Pezzo surfaces 

Let <f> : I 1 ^ — ► Pic (S) be a geometric marking of a weak del Pezzo surface S. 
The intersection form on Pic(5) equips it with a structure of a lattice. Since <j> 
sends an orthonormal basis of I 1,N to an orthonormal basis of Pic(S), the iso- 
morphism <fi is an isomorphism of lattices. The image Kg of is isomorphic 
to the lattice E^. 

The image of an exceptional vector is the divisor class E such that E 2 = 
E ■ K s = —1. By Riemann-Roch, E is an effective divisor class. Write it as a 
sum of irreducible components E = Ri + ■ ■ ■ + R k . Intersecting with K s , we 
obtain that there exists a unique component, say i?i such that Ri ■ Ks = — 1. 
For all other components we have Ri ■ Ks — 0. It follows from the adjunction 
formula that any such component is a (— 2)-curve. So, if S is a nonsingular 
del Pezzo surface, the image of any exceptional divisor is a (—1) -curve on 
S, and we have a bijection between the set of exceptional vectors in Ejv and 
(— l)-curves on S. If S is a weak del Pezzo surface, we use the following. 

Lemma 8.2.22 Let D be a divisor class with D 2 = D ■ K s = — 1. Then 
D = E + R, where R is a non-negative sum of (—2)-curves, and E is either a 
(-l)-curve or K 2 = 1 and E e \-K s \ andE-R = 0, R 2 = -2. Moreover D 
isa(—\)-curveifandonlyifforeach(—2)-curveRiOnSwehaveD-Ri > 0. 

Proof Fix a geometric basis e ,ei, . . . ,e N in Pic(5). We know that e„ = 
1, e -K s = -3. Thus ((D ■ e )K s + 3D) • e = and hence 

((£> • e )K s + 3D) 2 = -6D ■ e - 9 + (D ■ e Q ) 2 K 2 < 0. 

Thus — 6D • e — 9 < and hence D ■ e > —9/6 > —2. This shows that 
(Ks — D) ■ e = — 3 — D ■ e < 0, and since e is nef, we obtain that 
\Ks — D\ = 0. Applying Riemann-Roch, we get dim|£)| > 0. Write an 
effective representative of I? as a sum of irreducible components and use that 
D ■ (—Ks) = 1. Since — Ks is nef, there is only one component E entering 
with coefficient 1 and satisfying E ■ Ks = — 1, all other components are (— 2)- 
curves. IfD^E, then D 2 = E 2 = -1 and E is a (-l)-curve. Let ir : S' — » S 
be a birational morphism of a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 1 (obtained by 
blowing up 8 — k points on S in general position not lying on E). We identify 
E with its preimage in S'. Then (E + K s >) ■ K s > = —1 + 1 = 0, hence, by 
Hodge Index Theorem, either S' — S and E £ \ — K s \, or 

(E + K s >) 2 = E 2 + 2E ■ K s > + K 2 , = E 2 -I <0. 

Since E ■ K s = — 1, E 2 is odd. Thus, the only possibility is E 2 = -1. If 
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E G | — Ks\, we have E ■ B4 = for any (— 2)-curve hence E ■ R = 
0,i? 2 = -2. 

Assume i? ^ 0. Since -1 = E 2 + 2E ■ R + R 2 and E 2 < 1, i? 2 < -2, we 
get E ■ R > 0, where the equality take place only if E 2 = 1. In both cases we 
get 

-1 = (E + R) 2 = (E + R) ■ R + (E + R) ■ E > (E + R) ■ R. 

Thus if D =^ E, we get D ■ Ri < for some irreducible component of R. This 
proves the assertion. □ 

The number of (—1) -curves on a nonsingular del Pezzo surface is given in 
Table 8.1. It is also can be found in Table 8.3. It is the number of vertices of 
the Gosset polytope. Other faces give additional information about the combi- 
natorics of the set of (— l)-curves. For example, the number of fc-faces of type 
a is equal to the number of sets of k non-intersecting (— l)-curves. 

We can also see the geometric realization of the fundamental weights: 

wi = e , w 2 = e -ei, w 3 = 2e -ei-e 2 , w t = e%-\ he^, i = 4, . . . ,N. 

The image of u>\ under a geometric marking represents the divisor class eo. 
The image of W2 represents eo — e\. The image of W3 is 2cq — e\ — e 2 . Finally, 
the images of the remaining fundamental weights represent the classes of the 
sums of disjoint (— l)-curves. 

Recall the usual attributes of the minimal model program. Let Eff(S') be 
the effective cone of a smooth projective surface S, i.e. the open subcone in 
Pic(S') <g> K spanned by effective divisor classes. Let Eff(S') be its closure. The 
Cone Theorem [342] states that 

ES(S)=EE(S) Ks > + J2 R [Ci], 

i 

where Eff(S , )x s >o = {x E Eff(S') : x ■ K$ > 0} and [Ci] are extremal rays 
spanned by classes of smooth rational curves Ci such that — Ci ■ Kx < 3. 

Recall that a subcone r of a cone K is extremal if there exists a linear func- 
tion 4> such that 4>(K) > and _1 (O) fl K = t. In the case when K is a 
polyhedral cone, an extremal subcone is a face of K. 

Theorem 8.2.23 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree d. Then 

k 

Eff(5) = ^K[Q], 

i=l 

where the set of curves Ci is equal to the set of (~l)-curves if d 7^ 8,9. If 
d = 8 and S is isomorphic to P 1 x P 1 , then k — 2, and the [Ci] 's are the 
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classes of the two rulings on S. If d — 8 and S = Fi, then k = 2 and [C\] is 
the class of the exceptional section, and [Cz] is the class of a fibre. If d = 9, 
then k = 1 and [Ci] is the class of a line. 

Proof Since S is a del Pezzo surface, ES(S)k s >o — {0}, so it suffices to find 
the extremal rays. It is clear that E ■ Ks = — 1 implies that any (— 1) -curve 
generates an extremal ray. Choose a geometric marking on S to identify Pic (5) 
with I 1,N . Let C be a smooth rational curve such that c = — C ■ Ks < 3. By 
the adjunction formula, C 2 = — 2 + c. If c = 1, C is a (— l)-curve. If c = 2, 
applying Lemma 7.5.10, we follow the proof of Proposition 8.2.19 to obtain 
that all vectors with v G I 1 ' satisfying v ■ k^r = —2 and (v, v) — belong to 
the same orbit of W(En)- Thus, if d < 8, we may assume that u = eo — ex, 
but then v = (eo — e\ — e 2 ) + e 2 is equal to the sum of two exceptional 
vectors, hence [C] is not extremal. If c = 3, then C 2 = 1,C ■ Kg = —3. 
Again, we can apply Noether's inequality and the proof of Lemma 7.5.14 to 
obtain that all such vectors belong to the same orbit. Take v — e and write 
e o = (eo — ei + e 2 ) + e.\ + e 2 to obtain that [C] is not extremal if d < 8. We 
leave the cases d = 8, 9 to the reader. □ 

Corollary 8.2.24 Aiii/me c? < 8. Let <ft ■ I X ' N — > Pic(S) fee a geometric 
marking of a nonsingular del Pezzo surface. Then 0~ 1 (Eff(S')) W equal to the 
Gosset polytope. 

Recall from [342] that any extremal face F of Eff(S') defines a contraction 
morphism tj>p : S — * Z. The two types of extremal faces of a Gosset polytope 
define two types of contraction morphisms: cffc-type and /3^-type. The contrac- 
tion of the cefc-type blows down the set of disjoint (— l)-curves that are the 
vertices of the set. The contraction of the /J^-type defines a conic bundle struc- 
ture on S. It is a morphism onto P 1 with general fiber isomorphic to P 1 and 
singular fibres equal to the union of two (—1) -curves intersecting transversally 
at one point. Thus the number of facets of type (3 of the Gosset polytope is 
equal to the number of conic bundle structures on S. 

Another attribute of the minimal model program is the nef cone Nef(5) in 
Pic (S) ® K spanned by divisor classes D such that D ■ C > for any effective 
divisor class C. The nef cone is the dual of Eff(5). Under a geometric marking 
it becomes isomorphic to the dual of the Gosset polytope. It has two types of 
vertices represented by the normal vectors to facets. One type is represented 
by the Weyl group orbit of the vector eo and another by the vector eo — ex. 
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8.2.7 Effective roots 

Let <f> : I x - N — > Pic(S) be a geometric marking of a weak del Pezzo surface 
of degree d = 9 — N. The image of a root a e is a divisor class D such 
that D 2 = —2 and D ■ Ks = 0. We say that a is an effective root if 0(a) 
is an effective divisor class. An effective root representing a (— 2)-curve will 
be called a nodal root. Let J2iei n iRi be its effective representative. Since 
— Ks is nef, we obtain that J?j • if s = 0. Since K s > 0, we also get Rf < 0. 
Together with the adjunction formula this implies that each Ri is a (— 2)-curve. 
Since a (— 2)-curve does not move, we will identify it with its divisor class. 

Proposition 8.2.25 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree d — 9 — N. 
The number r of '(—2) -curves on S is less than or equal to N. The sublattice 
Afs ofPic(S) generated by {—2)-curves is a root lattice of rank r. 

Proof Since each nodal curve is contained in Kg and Ri ■ Rj > for i ^ j, 
it suffices to prove that the set of (— 2)-curves is linearly independent over 
Q. Suppose that this is not true. Then we can find two disjoint sets of curves 
Ri,i G /, and Rj, j e J, such that 

^niR t - ^rrijRj, 
iei jeJ 

where rij, mj are some non-negative rational numbers. Taking the intersection 
of both sides with R4 we obtain that 

Ri ■ ^ ruRi = Ri ■ ^ rrijRj > 0. 
iei jeJ 

This implies that 

iY^^Ri) 2 = Y, n ^ ■ (J2 niRi ) ^ °- 

iei iei iei 

Since (ZKs) ± is negative definite, this could happen only if 2~2iei n iRi ~ 0- 
Since all coefficients are non-negative, this happens only if all m = 0. For the 
same reason each m, is equal to 0. □ 

Let r] = Xi + ■ ■ ■ + xm be the bubble cycle defined by the blowing down 
structure S = Sjy — > Sn-i — > • • • Si — > Sq = P 2 defining the geometric 
marking. It is clear that <j>(ctij) = e» — ej is effective if and only if x% >i-j Xj. 
It is a nodal root if and only if i = j + 1. 

A root aijk is effective if and only if there exists a line whose proper trans- 
form on the surfaces Si-i, Sj-i, Sk-i pass through the Xi, Xj, Xk- It is a nodal 
root if and only if all roots ,y ^' with xe >~ Xi, xy >- xj,Xk> >~ Xk are not 
effective. 
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The root 2e — ■ — ej 6 is nodal if and only if its image in Pic(S) is the 

divisor class of the proper transform of an irreducible conic passing through 
the points x i% , . . . ,x ifi . 

The root 3e - ei eg — is nodal if and only if its image in Pic(S) 

is the divisor class of the proper transform of an irreducible cubic with double 
points at Xi and passing through the rest of the points. 

Definition 8.2.26 A Dynkin curve is a reduced connected curve Ron a pro- 
jective nonsingular surface X such that its irreducible components Ri are —2- 
curves and the matrix (Ri ■ Rj) is a Cartan matrix. The type of a Dynkin curve 
is the type of the corresponding root system. 

Under a geometric marking a Dynkin curve on a weak del Pezzo surface S 
corresponds to an irreducible root base in the lattice E^r. We use the Borel-de 
Siebenthal-Dynkin procedure to determine all possible root bases in Ejv- 

Theorem 8.2.27 Let Rbe a Dynkin curve on a projective nonsingular surface 
X. There is a birational morphism f : X —* Y, where Y is a normal surface 
satisfying the following properties: 

(i) f(R) is a point; 

(ii) the restriction of f to X \ R is an isomorphism; 
(Hi) f*u) Y = u x . 

Proof Let H be a very ample divisor on X. Since the intersection matrix of 
components of R = Y^i=i^i nas nonzero determinant, we can find rational 
numbers such that 

n 

(^r t Ri) ■ Rj = -H ■ Rj, j = l,...,n. 

i=l 

It is known and that the entries of the inverse of a Cartan matrix are non- 
positive. Thus all r,'s are non-negative numbers. Replacing H by some mul- 
tiple mH, we may assume that all r» are non-negative integers. Let D = 
J2 TiRi. Since H + D is an effective divisor and (H + D) ■ Ri = for each i, 
we have Ox (H + D) ® — . Consider the standard exact sequence 

-> O x (H) - O x (H + D)^O D ^0. 

Replacing H by mH, we may assume, by Serre's Duality, that h 1 (Ox (H)) = 

and Ox(H) is generated by global sections. Let So, . . . , sjv-i be sections 
of Ox(H) which define an embedding of X in P^ -1 . Consider them as sec- 
tions of Ox(H + D). Let sm be a section of Ox(H + D) which maps to 

1 e H (X,O D ). Consider the map /' : X -> P N defined by the sections 
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(s , . . ■ , s N ). Then f'(D) = [0, . . . , 0, 1] and f'\X C D is an embedding. So 
we obtain a map / : X — > P w satisfying properties (i) and (ii). Since X is 
normal, /' factors through a map f : X —> Y, where Y is normal. Let 
be the canonical sheaf of Y (it is defined to be equal to the sheaf j*UJY\f'(R), 
where j : Y \ f'(R) — > Y is the natural open embedding). We have 

ujx = f*Lu Y ®O x (A) 

for some divisor A. Since • = Q for each i, and /*wy ® 0^. = 0^. 
we get A ■ Ri = 0. Since the intersection matrix of R is negative definite we 
obtain A = 0. □ 

Applying the projection formula and property (iii), we obtain 

Since / is a resolution of singularities and Y is a normal surface, and hence 
Cohen-Macaulay, this property is equivalent to that Y has rational singularities 
[342], Lemma 5.12. For any canonical root basis /3i , . . . , /3jv in a root system 
of type Ejy, N < 8, there exists a positive root /3 max satisfying the property 
/3max • A < 0,i = 1, . . . , N, For an irreducible root system, it is equal to the 
following vector 



A n 


/^max 


= A4 


h 


/3„; 








D n 


/^max 


= A4 


/3 2 + 


2/3 3 + 


• ■ + 2/3„_i - 






E 6 


/^max 


= 2/3i 


+ /3 2 - 


H2/3 3 4 


3/3 4 + 2/3 5 4 


/3 6 ; 




E 7 


/^max 


= 2/8i 


4-2/3 2 


+ 3/3 3 


+ 4/3 4 + 3& 


+ 2/3 6 - 


H/3 7 ; 


E s 


/^max 


= 3/3! 


■f 2/3 2 


+ 4/3 3 


+ 6/3 4 + 5/3 5 


+ 4/3 6 - 


V 3/3 7 + 2^ 



In the root sublattice defined by a Dynkin curve it represents the fundamental 
cycle Z. Since /3^ lax = —2, we see that there the singular point f(R) admits a 
fundamental cycle Z with Z 2 = —2. Thus f(R) is a RDP. As we already ob- 
served in Example 8.2.9 the exceptional components of a RDP form a Dynkin 
curve. 

An example of a RDP is the singularity of the orbit of the origin of the orbit 
space V = C 2 /r, where T is a finite subgroup of SL(2). The orbit space is 
isomorphic to the affine spectrum of the algebra of invariant polynomials A = 
C[X, Y) r . It has been known since F. Klein that the algebra A is generated 
by three elements u, v, w with one single basic relation F(u, v, w) = 0. The 
origin (0, 0, 0) of the surface V(F) C C 3 is a RDP with the Dynkin diagram 
of type A n , D n , E n dependent on T in the following way. A nontrivial cyclic 
group of order n + 1 corresponds to type A n , a binary dihedral group of order 
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An, n > 2, corresponds to type D n+ 2, a binary tetrahedral group of order 24 
corresponds to type E$, a binary octahedron group of order 48 corresponds to 
type E-j, and binary icosahedral group of order 120 corresponds to type E%, It 
is known that the local analytic isomorphism class of a RDP is determined by 
the Dynkin diagram (see [438]). This gives the following. 

Theorem 8.2.28 A RDP is locally analytically isomorphic to one of the fol- 
lowing singularities 

A n : z 2 + x 2 + y n+1 = 0, n > 1, (8.11) 
D n : z 2 + y{x 2 + y 71 ' 2 ) = 0, n > 4, 
E 6 : z 2 + x 3 + if = 0, 
E 7 : z 2 + x 3 + xy 3 = 0, 
E s : z 2 + x 3 + y 5 = 0. 

The corresponding Dynkin curve is of respective type A n , D n , E n . 

Comparing this list with the list of simple singularities of plane curves from 
definition 4.2.16, we find that a surface singularity is a RDP if and only if it is 
locally analytically isomorphic to a singularity at the origin of the double cover 
of C 2 branched along a curve F(x, y) with simple singularity at the origin. The 
types match. 

Remark 8.2.29 A RDP is often named an ADE- singularity for the reason clear 
from above. Also it is often called a Du Val singularity in honor of P. Du Val 
who was the first to characterize them by property (iii) from Theorem 8.2.2. 
They are also called Klein singularities for the reason explained in above. 

8.2.8 Cremona isometries 

Definition 8.2.30 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface. An orthogonal transfor- 
mation a ofPic(S) is called a Cremona isometry if a(Ks) = K$ and a sends 
any effective class to an effective class. The group of Cremona isometries will 
be denoted by Cris(S'). 

It follows from Corollary 8.2.15 that Cris(S') is a subgroup of W(S). 

Lemma 8.2.31 Let 

C n = {De Pic(S) :DR> Ofor any {-2)-curve R}. 

For any D £ Pic(S) there exists w € W(S) n such that w{D) € C n . If 
D e C n and w(D) € C n for some w G W(S) n , then w(D) = D. In other 
words, C n is a fundamental domain for the action ofW{S) n in Pic(S). 
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Proof The set of (— 2)-curves form a root basis in the Picard lattice Pic(S') 
and W(S) n is its Weyl group. The set C n is a chamber defined by the root ba- 
sis. Now the assertion follows from the theory of finite reflection groups which 
we have already employed for a similar assertion in the case of a canonical 
root basis in Eat. □ 

Proposition 8.2.32 An isometry a ofPic(S') is a Cremona isometry if and 
only if it preserves the canonical class and sends a (~2)-curve to a (— 2)- 
curve. 

Proof Clearly, any Cremona isometry sends the class of an irreducible curve 
to the class of an irreducible curve. Since it also preserves the intersection 
form, it sends a (— 2)-curve to a (— 2)-curve. 

Let us prove the converse. Let D be an effective class in Pic(5) with D 2 > 
0. Then -K s ■ D > and (K s - D) ■ D < 0. This gives -K s ■ a(D) > 
0, cr(D) 2 > 0. Since (K s - a(D)) ■ (-K s ) = -iff + a(D) ■ K s < 0, we 
have \K S - a(D) \ = 0. By Riemann-Roch, \a(D) \ ^ 0. 

So it remains to show that a sends any (— l)-curve E to an effective divisor 
class. By the previous Lemma, for any (— 2)-curve R, we have < E ■ R = 
cr(E) ■ a(R). Since a(R) is a (— 2)-curve, and any (—2) curve is obtained in 
this way, we see that cr(E) £ C". Hence a(E) is a (— l)-curve. □ 

Corollary 8.2.33 Let 1Z be the set of effective roots of a marked del Pezzo 
surface (S, (j)). Then the group of Cremona isometries Cris(S') is isomorphic 
to the subgroup of the Weyl group o/E^v that leaves the subset 1Z invariant. 

Let W(S) n be the subgroup of W(S) generated by reflections with respect 
to (— 2)-curves. It acts on a marking ip : I < N — > Pic(5) by composing on the 
left. 

By Lemma 8.2.22, a divisor D with D 2 = D-K$ = — 1 belongs to C n if and 
only if it is a (— l)-curve. This and the previous Lemma imply the following. 

Proposition 8.2.34 Let <\> : W(S) — ► W(E^) be an isomorphism of groups 
defined by a geometric marking on S. There is a natural bijection 

(-l)-curves on S < > W "(SO'V" 1 (Exc N ) , 

where Excn is the set of exceptional vectors in I 1,N . 

Theorem 8.2.35 For any marked weak del Pezzo surface (S, (p), there exists 
w G W(S) n such that (S, w o ip) is geometrically marked weak del Pezzo 
surface. 
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Proof We use induction on N = 9-Kg. Let e; = 0(e,) , i = 0, . . . , AT. It fol- 
lows from the proof of Lemma 8.2.22, that each e< is an effective class. Assume 
ejv is the class of a (—1) -curve E. Let 7Tat : S 1 — > Sjv-i be the blowing down 
of E 1 . Then eo, ei, . . . , e^r-i are equal to the preimages of the divisor classes 
e' , e' 1; . . . , e' N _ 1 on Sn-i which define a marking of Sn-i. By induction, 
there exists an element w E W(Stf-\) n suc h that w(eg), ■u;(e / 1 ), . . . , w(e^ v _ 1 ) 
defines a geometric marking. Since ttn(sn) does not lie on any (— 2)-curve 
(otherwise S is not a weak del Pezzo surface), we see that for any (— 2)-curve 
R on Sn-i, i"iv(ii) is a (— 2)-curve on S. Thus, under the canonical isomor- 
phism Pic(S') = 7r^(Pic(S'jv_i)) _L Zejv, we can identify W(iSjv-i)" with a 
subgroup of W(S) n . Applying w to (eo, . . . , eAr_i) we get a geometric mark- 
ing of S. 

If ejv is not a (—1) -curve, then we apply an element w E W(S) n such that 
w(ejv) € C™. By Lemma 8.2.22, w(ejv) is a (-l)-curve. Now we have a basis 
ui(eo), . . . , iu(ejv) satisfying the previous assumption. □ 

Corollary 8.2.36 There is a bijectionfrom the set of geometric markings on 
S and the set of left cosets W(S) /W(S) n . 

Proof The group W(S) acts simply transitively on the set of markings. By 
Theorem 8.2.35, each orbit of W(S) n contains a unique geometric marking. 

□ 

Corollary 8.2.37 The group Cris(5) acts on the set of geometric markings 
ofS. 

Proof Let (eo, . . . , ejv) defines a geometric marking, and a E Cris(S'). Then 
there exists w E W(S) n such that w(er(eo)), ■ • ■ , w(cr(ejv)) defines a geomet- 
ric marking. By Proposition 8.2.32, <r(eAr) is the divisor class of a (— l)-curve 
E, hence it belongs to C n . By Lemma 8.2.31, we get w(a(eN)) = cr(ei). This 
shows that w E W n (S), where S — > S is the blow-down cr{E). Continuing in 
this way, we see that w E ^(P 2 )™ = {1}. Thus w = 1 and we obtain that a 
sends a geometric marking to a geometric marking. □ 

Let ip : I 1,N — » Pic (5) and ip' : I ' N — > Pic(S') be two geometric markings 
corresponding to two blowing-down structures it = i\\ o . . . o -k n and n' = 
ir[ o . . . o ir' N . Then T = it' o tt^ 1 is a Cremona transformation of P 2 and 
w = ip o tp'^ 1 E W(En) is its characteristic matrix. Conversely, if T is a 
Cremona transformation with fundamental points x\, . . . , Xn such that their 
blow-up is a weak del Pezzo surface S, a characteristic matrix of T defines a 
pair of geometric markings tp, ip' of S and an element w E W(En) such that 

ip = tp o w. 
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Example 8.2.38 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 3 and let 
7r : S — > P 2 be the blow-up of six points. Let eo, ei, . . . , e% be the geometric 
marking and a = 2e — e\ — ■ e 6 . The reflection w — s a transforms the ge- 
ometric marking eo, ei, . . . , e 6 to the geometric marking e' , e[, . . . , e' 6 , where 

e'a = 5e -2(ei H he 6 ),ej = 2e — (ei H he 6 ) + ej, i = 1, . . . ,6. The 

corresponding Cremona transformation is the symmetric involutorial transfor- 
mation of degree 5 with characteristic matrix equal to 
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(8.12) 



Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree d and Aut(5) be its group of 
biregular automorphisms. By functoriality Aut(5) acts on Pic(S') leaving the 
canonical class K$ invariant. Thus Aut(S) acts on the lattice Kj^ — (ZKs) 1 - 
preserving the intersection form. Let 

p : Aut(S) -» O(i^), cth^ct*, 

be the corresponding homomorphism. 

Proposition 8.2.39 The image of p is contained in the group Cris(5). If S is 
a nonsingular del Pezzo surface, the kernel of p is trivial if d < 5. If d > 6, 
then the kernel is a linear algebraic group of dimension 2d — 10. 

Proof Clearly, any automorphism induces a Cremona isometry of Pic(S) . We 
know that it is contained in the Weyl group. An element in the kernel does not 
change any geometric basis of Pic(S'). Thus it descends to an automorphism 
of P 2 which fixes an ordered set of k = 9 — d points in general linear position. 
If > 4 it must be the identity transformation. Assume k < 3. The assertion 
is obvious when k = 0. 

If k = 1, the surface S is the blow-up of one point. Each automorphism 
leaves the unique exceptional curve invariant and acts trivially on the Picard 
group. The group Aut(S') is the subgroup of Aut(P 2 ) fixing a point. It is a 
connected linear algebraic group of dimension 6 isomorphic to the semi-direct 
product C 2 xi GL(2). 

If k = 2, the surface S is the blow-up of two distinct points p\,p2- Each 
automorphism leaves the proper inverse transform of the line p\pi invariant. 
It either leaves the exceptional curves E\ and E 2 invariant, or switches them. 
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The kernel of the Weyl representation consists of elements that do not switch 
E\ and E2. It is isomorphic to the subgroup of Aut(P 2 ) which fixes two points 
in P 2 and is isomorphic to the group G of invertible matrices of the form 



Its dimension is equal to 4. The image of the Weyl representation is a group of 
order 2. So Aut(S) = G x C 2 . 

If k — 3, the surface S is the blow-up of three, non-collinear points. The 
kernel of the Weyl representation is isomorphic to the group of invertible diag- 
onal 3x3 matrices modulo scalar matrices. It is isomorphic to the 2-dimension 
torus (C*) 2 . □ 

Corollary 8.2.40 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree d < 5, 
then Aut(5) is isomorphic to a subgroup of the Weyl group W(Eg_d). 

We will see later examples of automorphisms of weak del Pezzo surfaces of 
degree 1 or 2 which act trivially on Pic(S). 



In this Section we will show that any weak del Pezzo surface of degree d > 3 
is isomorphic to a minimal resolution of a del Pezzo surface of degree d in P d . 
In particular, any nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree d > 3 is isomorphic 
to a nonsingular surface of degree d in P d . 

Lemma 8.3.1 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface with Kg — d. Then 



Proof By Ramanujam's Vanishing Theorem, which we already used, for any 
r > and i > 0, 



H\S, Os(-rKs)) = H*(S, O s (K s + (-r - l)K s )) = 0. (8.13) 



dim H°(S,O s (-rK s )) = \{-rK s - K s ) • {-rK s ) + 1 = 1 + \r{r + l)d. 




8.3 Anticanonical models 



8.3.1 Anticanonical linear systems 



dim H°{S,O s {-rK s )) = 1 + \r{r + l)d. 



The Riemann-Roch Theorem gives 



□ 
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Theorem 8.3.2 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree d and 1Z be the 
union of (—2)-curves on S. Then we have the following. 

(i) | — Ks\ has no fixed part. 

(ii) If d > 1, then | — Ks\ has no base points. 

(Hi) If d > 2, | — Ks\ defines a regular map <fi to V d which is an isomor- 
phism outside 1Z. The image surface S is a del Pezzo surface of degree d 
in ¥ d . The image of each connected component ofTZ is a RDP oftfi(S). 

(iv) If d = 2, | — Ks\ defines a regular map (j> : S — > P 2 . It factors as a 
birational morphism f : S — > S onto a normal surface and a finite map 
7r : S — > P 2 of degree 2 branched along a curve B of degree 4. The image 
of each connected component of ff is a RDP of S. The curve B is either 
nonsingular or has only simple singularities. 

(v) If d = 1, | — 2Ks\ defines a regular map <fi : S — ► P 3 . It factors as a 
birational morphism f : S — ► S onto a normal surface and a finite map 
7r : S — > Q C P 3 of degree 2, where Q is a quadric cone. The morphism ir 
is branched along a curve B of degree 6 cut out on Q by a cubic surface. 
The image of each connected component of ff under f is a RDP of S. 
The curve B either nonsingular or has only simple singularities. 

Proof The assertions are easily verified if S = Fq or F2. So we assume that 
S is obtained from P 2 by blowing up k = 9 — d points ti. 

(i) Assume there is a fixed part F of | - K s \. Write | - K s \ = F + \M\, 
where \M\ is the mobile part. If F 2 > 0, by Riemann-Roch, 

dim |F| > \{F 2 -F-K s )> \{F 2 ) > 0, 

and hence F moves. Thus F 2 < 0. If F 2 = 0, we must also have F ■ K$ = 0. 
Thus F = Y^, n iRi< where Ri are (— 2)-curves. Hence [/] € (1Ks)' L and 
hence F 2 < —2 (the intersection form on (ZKs) ± is negative definite and 
even). Thus F 2 < —2. Now 

M 2 = (-K s - F) 2 = Kg + 2K S ■ F + F 2 < K% + F 2 < d - 2, 
-K s -M = K 2 S + K S -F <d. 

Suppose \M\ is irreducible. Since dim \M\ = dim | — Kg\ = d, the linear 
system \M\ defines a rational map to P d whose image is a nondegenerate irre- 
ducible surface of degree < d — 3 (strictly less if \M\ has base points). This 
contradicts Theorem 8.1.1. 

Now assume that \M\ is reducible, i.e. defines a rational map to a nonde- 
generate curve W C P d of some degree t. By Theorem 8.1.1, we have t > d. 
Since S is rational, W is a rational curve, and then the preimage of a general 
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hyperplane section is equal to the disjoint sum of t linearly equivalent curves. 
Thus M ~ tMi and 

d > -K s ■ M = -tK s ■ Mi > d{-K s ■ Mi). 

Since —Kg-M = implies M 2 < and a curve with negative self-intersection 
does not move, this gives -K s -Mi = l,d= t. But then M 2 = d 2 M\ < d—2 
gives a contradiction. 

(ii) Assume d > 1. We have proved that | — Kg\ is irreducible. A general 
member of | — Kg\ is an irreducible curve C with loq = Oc(C + Kg) = Oc- 
If C is smooth, then it is an elliptic curve and the linear system |Cc(C) | is of 
degree d > 1 and has no base points. The same is true for a singular irreducible 
curve of arithmetic genus 1. This is proved in the same way as in the case of a 
smooth curve. Consider the exact sequence 

-> Og -> Og{C) -> Oc{C) 0. 

Applying the exact sequence of cohomology, we see that the restriction of the 
linear system | C\ = \ — Kg | to C is surjective. Thus we have an exact sequence 
of groups 

H°(S, Og) H°(S, Og(C)) O c (C)) -> 0. 

Since |Oc(C) | has no base points, we have a surjection 
H°(S,Oc(C))®O c ^O c (C). 
This easily implies that the homomorphism 

H (S,Og(C))<E>O c ^Os(C) 

is surjective. Hence |C| = | — Kg\ has no base points. 

(iii) Assume d > 2. Let x,y G S 1 be two points outside TvL Let / : S' — > 5 1 be 
the blowing up of x and y with exceptional curves E x and By Proposition 
8.1.23, blowing them up, we obtain a weak del Pezzo surface S' of degree 
d — 2. We know that the linear system | — Kg/ 1 has no fixed components. Thus 

dim | - K s - x - y\ = dim | - Kg, -E x -E y \>l. 

This shows that | — Kg \ separates points. Also, the same is true if y y\ x and x 
does not belong to any (— l)-curve E on S or x £ E and y does not correspond 
to the tangent direction defined by E. Since — Kg ■ E = 1 and x E E, the latter 
case does not happen. 

Since <fi : S — » 5 is a birational map given by a complete linear system 
| — Kg\, its image is a nondegenerate surface of degree d = (—Kg) 2 . Since 
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—Kg ■ R — for any (— 2)-curve, we see that <f> blows down R to a point 
p. If d — 3, then S is a cubic surface with isolated singularities (the images 
of connected components of AO- It is well known that a hypersurface with no 
singularities in codimension 1 is a normal variety. Thus S is a normal surface. 
If d = 4, then S is obtained by a blow-up one point on a weak del Pezzo surface 
S' of degree 3. This point does not lie on a (— 2)-curve. Thus, S' is obtained 
from S by a linear projection from a nonsingular point. We have explained 
already in Proposition 8.1.8 that this implies that S is a normal surface. 

The fact that singular points of S are RDP is proven in the same way as we 
have proved assertion (iii) of Theorem 8.2.27. 

(iv) Assume d = 2. By (ii), the linear system | — Kg | defines a regular map 
4> : S — > P 2 . Since K s = 2, the map is of degree 2. Using Stein's factorization 
[281], Chapter 3, Corollary 1 1.5, it factors through a birational morphism onto 
a normal surface / : S — > S and a finite degree 2 map tt : S — > P 2 . Also we 
know that f*€>s = Og. A standard Hurwitz's formula gives 

UJ S = TT*(uip2 <g) £), (8.14) 

where s E H°(¥ 2 , £® 2 ) vanishes along the branch curve W of tt. We have 

S (K S ) (7T0/)*0 p2 (-l) = /*(7T*O p2 (-l)). 

It follows from the proof of Theorem 8.2.27 (iii) that singular points of S are 
RDP. Thus f*uj§ = ojs, and hence 

/v^r (7r*0p 2 (-i)). 

Applying /* and using the projection formula and the fact that f*Ox = Qy, 
we get uj s = 7r*Op2(— 1). It follows from (8.14) that L = Op2(2) and hence 
deg W = 4. 

Proof of (v). Let 7r : 5 — > P 2 be the blow-up of 8 points xj, . . . , xg- Then 
| — Ks\ is the proper inverse transform of the pencil \3h — x\ — ■ ■ ■ — x%\ 
of plane cubics passing through the points x\,.. . ,xg. Let xg be the ninth 
intersection point of two cubics generating the pencil. The point x' g = tt^ 1 ^) 
is the base point of | — K$\- By Bertini's Theorem, all fibres except finitely 
many, are nonsingular curves (the assumption that the characteristic is zero is 
important here). Let F be a nonsingular member from | — Ks\. Consider the 
exact sequence 

- Os(-Ks) -> O s (-2K s ) -» O f (-2K s ) -» 0. (8.15) 

The linear system \Of(—2Ks) \ on F is of degree 2. It has no base points. We 
know from (8.13) that H 1 ^, O s (-K s )) = 0. Thus the restriction map 

H°(S,Os(-2K s )) -> H°(F,0 F (-2K S )) 



426 



Del Pezzo surfaces 



is surjective. By the same argument as we used in the proof of (ii), we obtain 
that | — 2Ks\ has no base points. By Lemma 8.3.1, dim | — 2K$\ — 3. Let 
4> : S — > P 3 be a regular map defined by | — 2Ks\. Its restriction to any 
nonsingular member F of | — K$ | is given by the linear system of degree 2 
and hence is of degree 2. Therefore, the map / is of degree t > 1. The image of 
<p is a surface of some degree k. Since (— 2K$) 2 — 4 = kt, we conclude that 
k = t = 2. Thus the image of is a quadric surface Q in P 3 and the images 
of members F of | — K$\ are lines lp on Q. I claim that Q is a quadric cone. 
Indeed, all lines lp intersect at the point 4>(t' g ). This is possible only if Q is a 
cone. 

Let S —> S' — > Q be the Stein factorization. Note that a (— 2)-curve i? does 
not pass through the base point x' 9 of | — K$\ (because — K$ ■ R = 0). Thus 
7r(xg) is a nonsingular point q' of S". Its image in Q is the vertex q of Q. Since 
0' is a finite map, the local ring Os'.g' is a finite algebra over 0Q, g of degree 
2. After completion, we may assume that Os 1 ,q r — C[[m, v]). If it € C>q i9 , then 
v satisfies a monic equation w 2 + av + b with coefficients in 0Q, g , where after 
changing u to t) + |a we may assume that a = 0. Then Oq i9 is equal to the 
ring of invariants in C[[u, v]] under the automorphism u h u, w h — 1> which 
as easy to see isomorphic to C[[u, v 2 ]]. However, we know that q is a singular 
point so the ring Oq. q is not regular. Thus we may assume that u 2 = a, v 2 = b 
and then Oq. q is the ring of invariants for the action (u, v) i— ► (— u, —v). This 
action is free outside the maximal ideal (it, v). This shows that the finite map <$>' 
is unramified in a neighborhood of q' with q' deleted. In particular, the branch 
curve Q of <\>' does not pass through q. We leave it to the reader to repeat the 
argument from the proof of (iv) to show that the branch curve W of cf> belongs 
to the linear system |Oq(3)|. □ 



Let X be a weal del Pezzo surface of degree d < 3. The image of a ( — 1)- 
curve on X under the antticanonical map is a line on the anti canonical model 
S of X in P d . Conversely, any line I on a del Pezzo surface S of degree d 
in P d is the image of a (— l)-curve E on its minimal resolution X. It passes 
through a singular point if and only if E intersects a component of a Dynkin 
curve blown down to this singular point. By Proposition 8.2.34, the set of lines 
on S is in a bijective correspondence to the set of orbits of exceptional vectors 
in the lattice Kj? = Eg-^ with respect to the Weyl group of the root sublattice 
of generated by (— 2)-curves. This justifies calling a (— l)-curve on a weak del 
Pezzo surface a line. 



8.3 Anticanonical models 427 

8.3.2 Anticanonical model 

Let X be a normal projective algebraic variety and let D be a Carrier divisor 
on X. It defines the graded algebra 

oo 

R(X,D) = @H°(S,O s (rD)), 

which depends only (up to isomorphism) on the divisor class of D in Pic(X). 
Assume R(X, D) is finitely generated, then Xjj = Proj R(X, D) is a projec- 
tive variety. If so, . . . , s n are homogeneous generators of R(X, D) of degrees 
qo, . . . ,q n there is a canonical closed embedding into the weighted projective 
space 

X D ^¥(q ,...,q n ). 
Also, the evaluation homomorphism of sheaves of graded algebras 

oo 

R(X, D)®O x ^ S(C) = O s (rD) 

r=0 

defines a morphism 

<p cw :X = Vros(S(£))^X D . 
For every r > 0, the inclusion of subalgebras 

S(H°(X,O x (rD)))^R(X,D) 
defines a rational map 

r r :X D -*¥(H°(X,O x (rD))). 

The rational map (f>i rD \ : X — » ¥(H° (X, Ox (i~D))) is given by the complete 
linear system \rD\ factors through cp 

4, {rd{ : X X D - T A F(H°(X,O x {rD))). 

A proof of the following Proposition can be found in [156], 7.1. 

Proposition 8.3.3 Suppose \rD\ has no base points for some r > and 
D dimx > q Then 

(i) R(X, D) is a finitely generated algebra; 

(ii) Xr> is a normal variety; 

( Hi) dim Xd — max r > o dim <fi | r jj | (X ) ; 

(iv) if dim Xd = dim AT, then if is a birational morphism. 
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We apply this to the case when X — S is a weak del Pezzo surface and 
D = —Kg. Applying the previous Proposition, we easily obtain that 

X-k s = S, 

where we use the notation of Theorem 8.3.2. The variety S is called the anti- 
canonical model of S. If S is of degree d > 2, the map t\ : S — > P d is a closed 
embedding, hence R(S, —Kg) is generated by d + 1 elements of order 1. If 
d = 2, the map t\ is the double cover of P 2 . This shows that R(S, —Kg) is 
generated by three elements sq, si , s 2 of degree 1 and one element S3 of degree 
2 with a relation s§ + /4(so, Si, s 2 ) = for some homogeneous polynomial 
/4 of degree 2. This shows that S 1 is isomorphic to a hypersurface of degree 4 
in P(l, 1, 1, 2) given by an equation 

t§ + /t(to,ti,t2)=0. (8.16) 
In the case e? = 1, by Lemma 8.3.1 we obtain that 

dim R(S,-K S ) 1 = 2, dim #(5, -Jr<j) 2 = 4, dimi?(£, -K s ) 3 = 7. 

Let so 1 s i be generators of degree 1, let s 2 be an element of degree 2 that is 
not in S 2 (R(S, —Kg)i) and let S3 be an element of degree 3 that is not in the 
subspace generated by Sq, sos 2 , SqSi, sf , S2S0, s 2 si. The subring —Kg)' 
generated by s , si, s 2 , s 3 is isomorphic to C[t ,t ll t 2 ,h]/(F(t 0l ti 1 t 2l h)), 
where 

^ = 4 + t\ + / 4 (t 0l ti)t 2 + /6(to,ti), 

and fi(t 0l ti) and fe(to, t\) are binary forms of degrees 4 and 6. The projec- 
tion \pQ,tx,t2,t^\ h- > [to? ^i 3 ^2] is a double cover of the quadratic cone QcP 3 
which is isomorphic to the weighted projective plane P(l, 1, 2). Using The- 
orem 8.3.2, one can show that the rational map S - — » Proj R(S, —Kg)' is 
an isomorphism. This shows that the anticanonical model S of a weak del 
Pezzo surface of degree 1 is isomorphic to a hypersurface V(F) of degree 6 in 
P(l, 1,2,3). 

Recall that a nondegenerate subvariety X of a projective space P" is called 
projectively normal if X is normal and the natural restriction map 

H°(P n ,O rn (m)) ^ H°(X,O x (m)) 

is surjective for all m > 0. This can be restated in terms of vanishing of coho- 
mology 

H 1 (¥ n ,l x (m)) = 0, m > (resp. m = 1), 
where Tx is the ideal sheaf of X. If X is a normal surface, this is equivalent to 
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that the ideal sheaf Xx is an aCM sheaf. As we saw earlier, in our discussion of 
aCM sheaves, this is also equivalent to the ring ®^ =0 i/°(X, Ox(m)) being a 
Cohen-Macaulay ring, and in dimension 2, this the same as a normal ring. 

Theorem 8.3.4 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface, then the anticanonical 
ring R(S, —K$) is a normal domain. In particular, a del Pezzo surface of 
degree d in V d is projectively normal. 

Proof For d < 2, this follows from the explicit description of the ring. It is 
quotient of a ring of polynomials by a principal ideal, and it has singularities 
in codimension > 2. By Serre's criterion, it is a normal domain (see [207], 
1 1 .2). For d > 3, we have to show that a del Pezzo surface of degree d in P d is 
projectively normal. 

Let H be a general hyperplane. Tensoring the exact sequence 

-» P n(m - 1) -> O pn (m) -> H (m) -> 

with Xx we get an exact sequence 

-> l x (m - 1) -> T x (m) -> X HnX (m) -» 0. (8.17) 

We know that a general hyperplane section C = S n i? is an elliptic curve of 
degree din H which is a projectively normal curve in H. Thus 

ff^CjIcM) = 0, m > 0. 

We know that S is linearly normal surface in P d . This implies that 

H 1 (V d 1 X x (l)) = 0. 

The exact sequence gives that H 1 (P d ,Xx (2)) = 0. Continuing in this way, we 
get that H 1 (P d ,X x (m)) = 0,m > 0. □ 

8.4 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree > 6 

8.4.1 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 7, 8, 9 

A weak del Pezzo surface of degree 9 is isomorphic to P 2 . Its anticanonical 
model is a Veronese surface V|. It does not contain lines. 

A weak del Pezzo surface is isomorphic to either Fq, or Fi, or F2. In the 
first two cases it is a del Pezzo surface isomorphic to its anticanonical model in 
P 8 . If S = Fo, the anticanonical model is a Veronese-Segre surface embedded 
by the complete linear system of divisors of type (2, 2). It does not contain 
lines. If S = Fi, the anticanonical model is isomorphic to the projection of 



430 



Del Pezzo surfaces 



the Veronese surface from one point on the surface. It contains one line. 
If S = F2, the anticanonical model is isomorphic to the quadratic cone Q 
embedded in P 8 by the complete linear system |Oq(2)|. It does not contain 
lines. 

A weak del Pezzo surface of degree 7 is isomorphic to the blow-up of two 
points xt, Xi in P 2 . If the points are proper, the anticanonical model of S is a 
nonsingular surface which contains three lines representing the divisor classes 
ei, e2, eo — ei — e2. If only one point is proper, then it has one singular point 
of type A\ and contains two intersecting lines representing the classes e\ and 
eo — ei — €2. In both cases the surface is isomorphic to a projection of the 
Veronese surface V§ from a secant line of the surface. In the second case, the 
secant line is tangent to the Veronese surface. 

The automorphism groups of a nonsingular del Pezzo surfaces of degree > 7 
were described in Subsection 8.2.8. 

8.4.2 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 6 

A weak del Pezzo surface S of degree 6 is isomorphic to the blow-up of a 
bubble cycle 77 = x\ + X2 + £3. Up to a change of an admissible order, we 
have the following possibilities: 

(i,i') Xi,X2,x 3 are three proper non-collinear (collinear) points; 
(ii, ii') X2 >- Xi,X3 are non-collinear (collinear) points; 
(iii, iii') x% y X2 y x% are non-collinear (collinear) points. 

In cases (i), (ii) and (iii) the net of conies |0j>2(2) — 77 1 is homaloidal and the 
surface S is isomorphic to a minimal resolution of the graph of the Cremona 
transformation T defined by this net. Since a quadratic Cremona transforma- 
tion is a special case of a bilinear Cremona transformation, its graph is a com- 
plete intersection of two hypersurfaces of bidegree (1,1) in P 2 x P 2 . Under 
the Segre map, the graph embeds in P 6 and the composition of the maps 

$:S^r T ^P 2 xP 2 iP 6 , 

is the map given by the anticanonical linear system. Its image is a del Pezzo 
surface of degree 6 embedded in P 6 . It is a nonsingular surface in case (i) and it 
has one singular point of type A% in case (ii) and type A2 in case (iii). The two 
maps S — > P 2 are defined by the linear systems |eo| and |2eo — e± — e% — e$\. 

The set of (— l)-curves and (— 2)-curves on a weak del Pezzo surface of 
types (i) (resp. (ii), resp. (iii)) is pictured in Figure 7.1 (resp. Figure 7.2, resp. 
Figure 7.3). 
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In the cases where the points xi,x 2 ,x 3 are collinear, S has only one map to 
P 2 defined by the linear system |e | and is not related to Cremona transforma- 
tions. 

Surfaces of types (i), (ii), (ii'), (iii') are examples of toric surfaces. They 
contain an algebraic torus as its open Zariski set U, and the action of U on 
itself by translations extends to a biregular action of U on S. The complement 
of U is the union of orbits of dimension and 1. It supports an anticanonical 
divisor. For example, in case (i), the complement of U is the union of six lines 
on the surface. 

The anticanonical model of a weak toric del Pezzo surface is a toric del 
Pezzo surface of degree 6 in P 6 . It is nonsingular only in case (i). 

The types of singular points and the number of lines on a del Pezzo surface 
of degree 6 is given in Table 8.4. 



Bubble cycle 


(i) 


(ii) 
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Table 8.4 Lines and singular points on a del Pezzo surface of degree 6 

The secant variety of a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 6 in P 6 is 
of expected dimension 5. In fact, projecting from a general point, we obtain 
a nonsingular surface of degree 6 in P 5 . It follows from Zak's classification 
of Severi varieties that a surface in P 5 with secant variety of dimension 4 is 
a Veronese surface. More precisely, we have the following description of the 
secant variety. 

Theorem 8.4.1 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 6 in P 6 . 
Then S is projectively equivalent to the subvariety given by equations express- 
ing the rank condition 

(to h t 2 \ 
^3 to ti I < 1. 
^5 t 6 t / 

The secant variety Sec(X) is the cubic hypersurface defined by the determi- 
nant of this matrix. 

Proof We know that S is isomorphic to the intersection of the Segre vari- 
ety S 2 ,2 = P 2 x P 2 <—> P 8 by a linear subspace L of codimension 2. If we 
identify P 8 with the projectivization of the space of 3 x 3-matrices, then the 
Segre variety S2.2 is the locus of matrices of rank 1, hence given, even scheme- 
theoretically, by the 2 x 2-matrices. A secant of S is contained in L and is a 
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secant of S2,2- It represents a matrix equal to the sum of matrices of rank 1. 
Hence each secant is contained in the determinantal cubic hypersurface. Thus 
the secant variety of S is the intersection of the cubic by the linear subspace L, 
so it is a cubic hypersurface in P 6 . 

Explicitly, we find the linear space L as follows. The map S — > P 2 x P 2 
is given by the map (71-1,^2), where m : S — > P 2 are given by the linear 
systems |eo| and |2eo — e\ — en — e%\. Choose a basis zq, z\, Z2 in |eo| and a 
basis Z\Z2, zqZi, zqZ\ in |2eo — e\ — ct2 — corresponding to the standard 
quadratic transformation T st . Then the graph of T st is equal to the intersection 
of S2.2 C |Mat3,3| with equal diagonal entries an = 022 = &33 corresponding 
to the relations z a (ziZ2) = zi(z Z2) = ^2(2:02:1). This gives the equations 
from the assertion of the Theorem. □ 

Let us describe the group of automorphisms of a nonsingular del Pezzo sur- 
face of degree 6. The surface is obtained by blowing up three non-collinear 
points xi, X2, X3. We may assume that their coordinates are [1, 0, 0], [0, 1, 0], [0, 0, 1]. 
We know from Section 8.2.8 that the kernel of the representation p : Aut(S') — > 
0(Pic(5)) is a 2-dimensional torus. The root system is of type A2 + A\, so the 
Weyl group is isomorphic to 2 x 63 = D\2, where D12 is the dihedral group 
of order 12. Let us show that the image of the Weyl representation is the whole 
Weyl group. 

We choose the standard generators s%,S2,S3 of W(S) = W(Es) defined 
by the reflections with respect to the roots eo — e\ — e2, &\ — &2, ^2 — e3- The 
reflection s\ acts as the standard quadratic transformation T st , which is lifted 
to an automorphism of S. It acts on the hexagon of lines on S by switching the 
opposite sides. The reflection S2 (resp. S3) acts as a projective transformations 
which permutes the points x-y, X2 and fixes x% (resp. permutes X2 and X3 and 
fixes xi). The subgroup (s 2 , S3) = D 6 = 63 acts on the hexagon of lines by 
natural embedding D e <-> 0(2). 

We leave it to the reader to verify the following. 

Theorem 8.4.2 Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree 6. Then 

Aut(S) = (C*) 2 x 63 x 6 2 . 

If we represent the torus as the quotient group o/(C*) 3 by the diagonal sub- 
group A = C*, then the subgroup 63 acts by permutations of factors, and the 
cyclic subgroup 62 acts by the inversion automorphism z > z^ 1 . 

Finally, we mention that the Gosset polytope S3 = — 121 corresponding 
to a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 6 is an octahedron. This agrees 
with the isomorphism VK(E3) = Di2- The surface has two blowing-down 



8.5 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 



433 



morphisms S — > P 2 corresponding to two a-facets and three conic bundle 
structures corresponding to the pencils of lines through three points on the 
plane. 



8.5 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 

8.5.1 Lines and singularities 

A weak del Pezzo surface S of degree 5 is isomorphic to the blow-up of a 
bubble cycle r\ = x\ + x 2 + x 3 + X4. The only assumption on the cycle is that 
\h — rj\ = 0. Let e , ei,e2, e 3 , be a geometric basis defined by an admissible 
order of 77. There are the following four possibilities: 

(i) x\ , x 2 , x 3 , X4 are proper points; 

(ii) x 2 y Xi,x 3 ,X4\ 
(hi) x 3 y x 2 y Xi,Xi, 

(iv) x 2 y X!,x 4 y x 3 ; 

(v) X4 y x 3 y x 2 y x\. 

There are the following root sublattices in a root lattice of type A^. 

A U A X + A 1 ,A 2 ,A 1 + A 2 ,A 3 ,Ai. 

In case (i), S is a del Pezzo surface or has one Dynkin curve of type A\ if three 
points are collinear. 

In case (ii), we have three possibilities for Dynkin curves: A\ if no three 
points are collinear, A\ + A\ if x\,x 2 ,x 3 are collinear, A 2 if xi,x 3 ,X4 are 
collinear. 

In case (iii), we have three possibilities: A 2 if no three points are collinear, 
A 3 if Xi,x 2 , x 3 are collinear, A\ + A 2 if xi,x 2 ,X4 are collinear. 

In case (iv), we have two possibilities: A\ + A\ if no three points are 
collinear, A 2 + A\ if x 2 , x 3 , X4 or Xi,x 2 , x 3 are collinear, 

In case (v), we have two possibilities: A 3 if x\, x 2 , x 3 are not collinear, A4 
otherwise. 

It can be checked that the cases with the same root bases are obtained from 
each other by Cremona isometries. So, they lead to isomorphic surfaces. 

Table 8.5 gives the possibilities of lines and singular points on the anticanon- 
ical model of a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 in P 5 . 

From now on we will study nonsingular del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5. 
Since any set of four points in general position is projectively equivalent to 
the set of reference points [1,0, 0], [0, 1,0], [0, 0, 1], [1, 1, 1], we obtain that 
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Table 8.5 Lines and singular points on a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 



all nonsingular del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 are isomorphic. A nonsingular 
del Pezzo surface of degree 5 has 10 lines. The union of them is a divisor in 
I — 2Ks\. The incidence graph of the set of 10 lines is the famous Petersen 
graph. 



Figure 8.4 Petersen graph 

The Gosset polytope £4 = 2 i has five facets of type a corresponding to 
contractions of five disjoint lines on S and five pencils of conies corresponding 
to the pencils of lines through a point in the plane and the pencil of conies 
through the four points. 

8.5.2 Equations 

In this Subsection we use some elementary properties of Grassmann varieties 
Gfe(P") = G(k + l,n + 1) of A: -dimensional subspaces in P™ (equivalently, 
(k + 1) -dimensional linear subspaces of C" +1 ). We refer to Chapter 10 for the 
proof of all properties we will use. 

Proposition 8.5.1 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 5 in 
P 5 . Then S is isomorphic to a linear section of the Grassmann variety Gi(P 4 ) 
of lines in P 4 . 

Proof It is known that the degree of G — Gi(P 4 ) in the Pliicker embedding 
is equal to 5 and dimG = 6. It is also known is that the canonical sheaf 
is equal to Og{— 5). By the adjunction formula, the intersection of G with 
a general linear subspace of codimension 4 is a nonsingular surface X with 
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u>x — Ox{— 1). This must be a del Pezzo surface of degree 5. Since all del 
Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 are isomorphic, the assertion follows. □ 

Corollary 8.5.2 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 5 in P 5 . 
Then its homogeneous ideal is generated by five linearly independent quadrics. 

Proof Since S is projectively normal, applying Lemma 8.3.1, we obtain that 
the linear system of quadrics containing S has dimension equal to 4. It is 
known that the homogeneous ideal of the Grassmannian G(2, 5) is generated 
by five quadrics. In fact, the Grassmannian is defined by five pfaffians of prin- 
cipal 4x4 minors of a general skew-symmetric 5 x 5-matrix. So, restricting 
this linear system to the linear section of the Grassmannian, we obtain that the 
quadrics containing S define S scheme-theoretically. □ 

Let P 4 = \E\ for some linear space E of dimension 5. For any line I = \U\ 
in \E\, the dual subspace If- 1 in E v defines a plane {U^-] in ¥(E). This gives 
a natural isomorphism between the Grassmannians Gi(|.E|) and G2(P(E)). 
Dually, we get an isomorphism G2(\E\) = Gi(¥(E)). 

Fix an isomorphism /\ 5 E = C, and consider the natural pairing 

23 5 

defined by the wedge product. It allows one to identify (/\ 2 E) y — f\ 2 E y 
with f\ E. The corresponding identification of the projective spaces does not 
depend on the choice of an isomorphism f\ E = C. A point U E G(2,E) 
is orthogonal to a point V € G(3, E) if and only if \U\ H \V\ ^ 0. We know 
that a quintic del Pezzo surface S is contained in the base locus of a web W of 
hyperplanes in | /\ E\. The web of hyperplanes, considered as a 3-dimensional 
subspace of \/\ 2 E v \ = \ /\ 3 E\ intersects G 3 (\E\) at 5 points Ai,...,A 5 . 
Thus any point in S intersects Ai , . . . , A 5 . 

Conversely, let Ai, . .. , Ag be five planes in \E\ such that, considered as 
points in the space | /\ E\, they span a general 3-dimensional subspace W. 
Then W v n G2 ( 1^ I ) is a general 5-dimensional subspace in | /\ E\ which 
cuts C2 (1^1) along a quintic del Pezzo surface. 

Let us record this. 

Proposition 8.5.3 A nonsingular del Pezzo quintic is isomorphic to the va- 
riety of lines in P 4 that intersect five planes in P 4 that span a general 3- 
dimensional subspace in the Pliicker space P 9 . Via duality, it is also isomorphic 
to the variety of planes in P 4 that intersect five lines in P 4 that span a general 
3-dimensional subspace of the Pliicker space. 
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8.5.3 OADP varieties 

Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 in P 5 . The linear system of cubics 
in P 5 containing S has dimension 24. Let us see that any nonsingular cubic 
fourfold containing X is rational (the rationality of a general cubic fourfold is 
unknown at the moment). 

Lemma 8.5.4 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface S of degree 5 in P 5 . 
For any point x outside S there exists a unique secant of S containing x. 

Proof It is known that Sec(X) = P 5 since any nondegenerate nonsingular 
surface in P 5 with secant variety of dimension 4 is a Veronese surface. Let 
a,b € S such that x E £ = ab. Consider the projection pt : X — » P 3 from the 
line I. Its image is a cubic surface S3 isomorphic to the anticanonical model 
of the blow-up of S at a, b. If a = b, the line £ is tangent to S, and one of the 
points is infinitely near the other. In this case the cubic surface is singular. The 
map pp : S \ £ is an isomorphism outside a, b. Suppose x belongs to another 
secant £' = cd. Then the projection of the plane (£, £') spanned by £ and £' is a 
point on the cubic surface whose preimage contains c, d. This shows that pp is 
not an isomorphism outside I fl S. This contradiction proves the assertion. □ 

Theorem 8.5.5 Let F be an irreducible cubic fourfold containing a nonsin- 
gular del Pezzo surface S of degree 5 in P. Then F is a rational variety. 



Proof Consider the linear system |2s(2) | of quadrics containing X. It defines 
a morphism map Y — > P 4 , where Y is the blow-up of S. Its fibres are proper 
transforms of secants of X. This shows that the subvariety of Gi(P 5 ) param- 
eterizing secants of 5* is isomorphic to P 4 . Let take a general point z in F. 
By the previous Lemma, there exists a unique secant of X passing through z. 
By Bezout's Theorem, no other point outside S lies on this secant. This gives 
a rational injective map F P 4 defined outside S. Since a general secant 
intersects F at three points, with two of them on S, we see that the map is 
birational. □ 

Remark 8.5.6 According to a result of A. Beauville [37], Proposition 8.2, 
any smooth cubic fourfold containing S is a pfaffian cubic hypersurface, i.e. 
is given by the determinant of a skew-symmetric matrix with linear forms as 
its entries. Conversely, any pfaffian cubic fourfold contains a nondegenerate 
surface of degree 5, i.e. an anticanonical weak del Pezzo or a scroll. 

Remark 8.5.7 A closed subvariety X of P™ is called a subvariety with one 
apparent double point {OADP subvariety, for short) if a general point in P™ 
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lies on a unique secant of X. Thus we see that a nonsingular del Pezzo surface 
of degree 5 is an OADP variety of dimension 2. 

An OADP subvariety X of P™ defines a Cremona involution of P™ in a 
way similar to the definition of a de Jonquieres involution. For a general point 
x G P™ we find a unique secant of X intersecting X at two points (a, b), 
and then define the unique T(x) such that the pair {x, T(x)} is harmonically 
conjugate to {a, b}. 

An infinite series of examples of OADP subvarietes was given by D. Bab- 
bage [19] and W. Edge [204]. They are now called the Edge varieties. The 
Edge varieties are of two kinds. The first kind is a general divisor E n ^ n +i of 
bidegree (1, 2) in P 1 x P™ embedded by Segre in f 2n+1 . Its degree is equal to 
2n + 1. For example, when n = 1, we obtain a twisted cubic in P 3 . If n = 2, 
we obtain a del Pezzo surface in P 5 . The second type is a general divisor of 
bidegree (0, 2) in P 1 x P" . For example, when n = 1, we get the union of 
two skew lines. When n = 2, we get a quartic ruled surface 52, 5 in P 5 isomor- 
phic to P 1 x P 1 embedded by the linear system of divisors of bidegree (1, 2). 
A smooth OADP surface in P 5 is either an Edge variety of dimension 2, or a 
scroll 51,5 of degree 4 [481]. 

We refer to [101] for more information about OADP sub varieties. 

8.5.4 Automorphism group 

Let us study automorphisms of a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 5. 
Recall that the Weyl group W / (E4) is isomorphic to the Weyl group W(A4) = 
65. By Proposition 8.2.39, we have a natural injective homomorphism 

p : Aut(S) = 65. 

Theorem 8.5.8 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 5. Then 

Aut(S) = 65. 

Proof We may assume that S is isomorphic to the blow-up of the reference 
points xi = [1, 0, 0], x 2 — [0, 1,0], £3 = [0, 0, 1] and x 4 = [1,1,1]. The group 
S5 is generated by its subgroup isomorphic to 64 and an element of order 
5. The subgroup 6 4 is realized by projective transformations permuting the 
points xt,...,x&. The action is realized by the standard representation of 6 4 
in the hyperplane z% + ■ ■ ■ + Z4 — of C 4 identified with C 3 by the projection 
to the first three coordinates. An element of order 5 is realized by a quadratic 
transformation with fundamental points x%,X2,X3 defined by the formula 



T: [*o,ti,t 2 ] ^ [*o(*2-ti),*a(*b-*i),*o*a]. (8-18) 
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It maps the line V(to) to the point X2, the line V{t\) to the point £4, the line 
V(x2) to the point x-y, the point X4 to the point X3. □ 

Note that the group of automorphisms acts on the Petersen graph of 10 lines 
and defines an isomorphism with the group of symmetries of the graph. 

Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree 5. The group Aut(5') = S5 acts 
linearly on the space V = H°(S, Os(-Ks)) = C 6 . Let us compute the char- 
acter of this representation. Choose the following basis in the space V: 

(toil — tot\t2,t^)t2 — tat\t2,t\to — tot\t2, t\t2 — tat\t2,t^to — tot\t2,t2t\ — U)t\t2). 

(8.19) 

Let si = (12), s 2 = (23), s 3 = (34), s 4 = (45) be the generators of 6 5 . It 
follows from the proof of Theorem 8.5.8 that si, s 2 , s 3 generate the subgroup 
of Aut(5) which is realized by projective transformations permuting the points 
%i,X2,%3, X4, represented by the matrices 

/0 1 0\ /l 0\ /l -1\ 

si= 1 , s 2 = 1 ),s 3 = 1 1 . 
\0 0/ \0 1 0/ \0 -l) 

The last generator 54 is realized by the standard quadratic transformation T st . 
Choose the following representatives of the conjugacy classes in 65 different 
from the conjugacy class of the identity element id: 

.91 = (12), 52 = (123) = s 2 si,g 3 = (1234) = sssasi, 

54 = (12345) = s 4 s 3 S2Si,g 5 = (12)(34) = sis 3 ,ge = (123)(45) = s 3 s 2 sis 4 . 

The subgroup generated by s±, S2 acts by permuting the coordinates to, ti,t2- 
The generator S3 acts as the projective transformation 

(2/1, • • ■ 1 ye) !-> (Vi-y2+y5,~y2+y5-y6,y3-y4+y6,~y4-ys+ye,-y6, -ys), 
where (yi, . . . , y 6 ) is the basis from (8.19). Finally, s 4 acts by 

(2/1,2/2,2/3,2/4,1/5,2/6) ' ^ (2/6,2/4,2/5,2/2,2/3,2/l)- 

Simple computation gives the character vector of the representation 

X = (X(l), X(ffi). X(fl2),x(fla). X(<74),X(<7 5 ), X(5e)) = (6, 0, 0,0,1, -2, 0). 

Using the character table of 65, we find that \ is the character of an irre- 
ducible representation isomorphic to E = /\ V, where V is the standard 
4-dimensional irreducible linear representation of 65 with character vector 
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(4, 2, 1,0,-1, 0, -1) (see [231], p. 28). The linear system | - K s \ embeds S 
in V(E) . Since E is isomorphic to its dual representation we can identify P(E) 
with \E\. 

We will see later in Chapter 10 that Gi(P 4 ), embedded in P 9 , is defined 
by five pfaffians of principal minors of a skew-symmetric 5 x 5-matrix (pij), 
where pji — — Py, i < j, are the Pliicker coordinates. The group 65 acts on P 9 
via it natural representations on /\ C 5 , where C 5 = C^ 1,5 ' is the permutation 
representation of 65. The permutation representation decomposes as V © U, 
and /\ 2 C 5 decomposes as /\ 2 V © U A V = E © V. Let ei, . . . , e 5 be the 
standard basis in C 5 and e\ — es, . . . , en — e$ be a basis of V. The linear space 
f\ V has a basis formed by 

(e l - e 5 ) A (ej - e 5 ) = A e-,- - e t A e 5 + A e 5 , 1 < i < j < 4. 

The Pliicker coordinates is the dual basis of the basis A e 1 , 1 < i < j < 5 , 
of /\" C D . This shows that S is cut out 65-equivariantly by the linear subspace 
defined by the equations 

4 

Pk 5 ~ ^5 = 0, fc= 1,2,3,4. (8.20) 

i^k,i— 1 

Now let us consider the linear representation of 65 on the symmetric square 
S 2 (V). Using the formula 

xsnv)(g) = \{x{9) 2 + x{g 2 )), 

we get 

Xshv) = (21,3,0,-1,1,5,0). 

Taking the inner product with the character of the trivial representation, we 
get 1. This shows that the subspace of invariant vectors U = S 2 (V) e5 is 
one-dimensional. Similarly, we find that dimS 2 (V) contains one copy of the 
1 -dimensional sign representation U' of ©5. The equation of the union of ten 
lines, considered as an element of S 2 (V), is represented by the equation of the 
union of six lines XiX], where x±, . . . , 2:4 are the reference points. It is 

F = t ht 2 (to - ii)(i - t 2 )(h - t 2 ) = 0. 

It is easy to check that F transforms under ©5 as the sign representation. 
It is less trivial, but straightforward, to find a generator of the vector space 
S 2 (V) &5 .lt is equal to 

G = 2 tftj - 2 £ t\t 3 t k - t\t 2 t k + 6t 2 t 2 t 2 . (8.21) 
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Its singular points are the reference points xi,...,Xi. In another coordinate 
system, the equation looks even better: 

4 + 4 + 4 + (4 + t\ + 4)(4 + t\ + 4) - 12444 = 0. 

(see [202]). The singular points here are the reference points Xx, ■ ■ ■ , x^. The 
equation G = reveals obvious symmetry with respect to the group generated 
by the permutation of the coordinates corresponding to the generators si and 
S2- It is also obviously invariant with respect to the standard quadratic trans- 
formation T st which we can write in the form [to,ti,t2] >— > [1/io, , IA2] ■ 
Less obvious is the invariance with respect to the generator S3. 

The 65-invariant plane sextic W — V(G) is called the Wiman sextic. Its 
proper transform on S is a smooth curve of genus 6 in | — 2Ks\- All curves 
in the pencil of sextics spanned by V(XF + /iG) (the Wiman pencil) are 2I5- 
invariant. It contains two 65-invariant members V(F) and V(G). 

Remark 8.5.9 It is known that a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 is isomorphic 
to the GIT-quotient P| of the space (P 1 ) 5 by the group SL(2) (see [175]). 
The group 65 is realized naturally by the permutation of factors. The isomor- 
phism is defined by assigning to any point x on the surface the five ordered 
points (xi, . . . ,X4, X5 — x), where pi, . . . ,p4 are the tangent directions of 
the conic in the plane passing through the points Xi, X2, £3, X4,, x. The iso- 
morphism from P| onto a quintic surface in P 5 is given by the linear system 
of bracket-functions (ab)(cd)(ef)(hk)(lm), where a, b, c, d, e, /, h, k, I, mbe- 
long to the set {1, 2, 3, 4, 5} and each number from this set appears exactly 2 
times. 

Remark 8.5.10 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface and D be a smooth divi- 
sor in I — 2Ks I • The double cover X of S branched over D is a K3 surface. 
If we take S to be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 5 and D to be 
the proper transform of the Wiman sextic, we obtain a K3 surface with auto- 
morphism group containing the group 6 5 x 2. The cyclic factor here acts on 
the cover as the deck transformation. Consider the subgroup of 65 x 2 iso- 
morphic to 65 that consists of elements (a, e(cr)), where e : S 5 — > {±1} is 
the sign representation. This subgroup acts on X symplectically, i.e. leaves a 
nonzero holomorphic 2-form on X invariant. The list of maximal groups of au- 
tomorphisms of K3 surfaces which act symplectically was given by S. Mukai 
[396]. We find the group ©5 in this list (although the example in the paper is 
different). 

Remark 8.5.11 If we choose one of the nonsingular quadrics containing a 
nonsingular del Pezzo quintic surface S to represent the Grassmannnian Gi(P 3 ), 
then S can be viewed as a congruence of lines in P 3 of order 2 and class 3. It is 
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equal to one of the irreducible components of the variety of bitangent lines of a 
quartic surface X with 15 nodes and 10 tropes (planes which touch the quartic 
along a conic). Each ray of the congruence contains two tangency points with 
X. This defines a double cover of S ramified along a curve V cut out by a 
quadric. This curve is touching all ten lines. Their pre-images split into the set 
of 20 lines on X. The image of T in the plane is a curve of degree 6 with four 
cusps. For each line joining two cusps, the two residual points coincide. 



8.6 Quartic del Pezzo surfaces 
8.6.1 Equations 

Here we study in more details del Pezzo surfaces of degree 4. Their minimal 
resolutions of singularities are obtained by blowing up five points in P 2 and 
hence vary in a 2-dimensional family. 

Lemma 8.6.1 Let X be the complete intersection of two quadrics in P™. Then 
X is nonsingular if and only if it is isomorphic to the variety 

n n 
i=0 i=0 

where the coefficients clq, . . . , a n are all distinct. 

Proof The pencil of quadrics has the discriminant hypersurface A defined by 
a binary form of degree n + 1. If all quadrics are singular, then, by Bertini's 
Theorem they share a singular point. This implies that X is a cone, and hence 
singular. Conversely, if X is a cone, then all quadrics in the pencil are singular. 
Suppose A consists of less than n + 1 points. The description of the tangent 
space of the discriminant hypersurface of a linear system of quadrics (see Ex- 
ample 1.2.3) shows that a multiple point corresponds to either a quadric of 
corank > 2 or to a quadric of corank 1 such that all quadrics in the pencil con- 
tain its singular point. In both cases, X contains a singular point of one of the 
quadrics in the pencil causing X to be singular. Conversely, if X has a singular 
point, all quadrics in the pencil are tangent at this point. One of them must be 
singular at this point causing A to have a multiple point. 

So, we see that X is nonsingular if and only if the pencil contains exactly 
quadrics of corank 1. It is a standard fact from linear algebra that in 
this case the quadrics can be simultaneously diagonalized (see, for example, 
[232] or [301], vol. 2, Chapter XIII). Thus we see that, after a linear change 
of coordinates, X can be given by equations from the assertion of the Lemma. 
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If two coefficients <jj are equal, then the pencil contains a quadrics of corank 
> 2, and hence A has a multiple point. □ 

Theorem 8.6.2 Let S be a del Pezzo surface S of degree 4. Then S is a 
complete intersection of two quadrics in P 4 . Moreover, if S is nonsingular, 
then the equations of the quadrics can be reduced, after a linear change of 
variables, to the diagonal forms: 

4 
i=0 

where a; ^ cij for i =/= j. 

Proof By Theorem 8.3.4, S is projectively normal in P 4 . This gives the exact 
sequence 

-> H (P 4 ,Zs(2)) -> i? (P 4 ,O P 4) -> H"(S,O s (2)) -» 0. 

By Lemma 8.3.1, 

dimi/°( > 5 , ,C' s (2)) =dimiJ°(S',O s (-2^ s )) = 13. 

This implies that 5 is the base locus of a pencil of quadrics. Now the assertion 
follows from the previous Lemma. □ 

Following the classical terminology, a del Pezzo surface of degree 4 in P 4 is 
called a Segre quartic surface. 

One can say more about equations of singular del Pezzo quartics. Let Q be a 
pencil of quadrics in P". We view it as a line in the space of symmetric matrices 
of size Ti+l spanned by two matrices A, B. Assume that Q contains a nonsin- 
gular quadric, so that we can choose B to be a nonsingular matrix. Consider the 
A-matrix A + \B and compute its elementary divisors. Let det(j4 + XB) = 
have r distinct roots «i, . . . , a r . For every root a, we have elementary divisors 
of the matrix A + XB 

f\ \e (1) / a x e < Si) (1) / / (si) 

The Segre symbol of the pencil Q is the collection 

[( e «...e^)(e«...e^)...(e«...e(-))]. 

It is a standard result in linear algebra (see, the references in the proof of 
Lemma 8.6.1) that one can simultaneously reduce the pair of matrices (A, B) 
to the form (A' , B') (i.e. there exists an invertible matrix C such that CAC 1 — 



4 
i=0 
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A', CBC 1 = B') such that the corresponding quadratic forms Q[, Q' 2 have 
the following form 

i=l j — 1 i—1 j — 1 

where 

e 

p(a,e) = a^Me+i 

i=l 

e 

(?(e) = y^tjt e+ i_, 
i=l 

It is understood here that each p(a, e) and q(e) are written in disjoint sets of 
variables. This implies the following. 

Theorem 8.6.3 Let X and X' be two complete intersections of quadrics 
and V \V' be the corresponding pencils of quadrics. Assume that V and V' 
contains a nonsingular quadric. Let H and H' be the set of singular quadrics 
in V and V considered as sets marked with the corresponding part of the Segre 
symbol. Then X is projectively equivalent to X' if and only if the Segre symbols 
ofV and V coincide and there exists a projective isomorphism <fi : V — > V 
such that 4>{H) — H' and the marking is preserved. 

Applying this to our case n — 4, we obtain the following possible Segre 



symbols: 




r — 5 


[mil]; 


r = 4 


[(11)111], [2111]; 


r = 3 


[(11)(11)1], [(11)21], [311], [221], [(12)11]; 


r = 2 


[14], [(31)1], [3(H)], [32],[(12)2],[(12)(11)]; 


r = 1 


[5], [(14)]. 



Here r is the number of singular quadrics in the pencil. Note that the case 
[(1, 1, 1, 1, 1)] leads to linearly dependent matrices A, B, so it is excluded for 
our purpose. Also in cases [(111)11], [(1111)1], [(112)1], [(22)1], there is a 
reducible quadric in the pencil, so the base locus is a reducible. Finally, the 
cases [(23)], [(113)], [(122)], and [(1112)] correspond to cones over a quartic 
elliptic curve. 



^ U+it. 



e+l—ii 



i=l 
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8.6.2 Cyclid quartics 

Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo quartic surface in P 4 . Let us project S to P 3 . 
First assume that the center of the projection p lies on S. Then the image of 
the projection is a cubic surface S3 in P 3 . It is nonsingular if the center of the 
projection does not belong to a line on S, has one node if it lies on one line, 
and has an A2 singularity if it lies on two lines. Note that no three lines on S 
are coplanar because otherwise the pencil of hyperplanes through this line cuts 
out, residually, a pencil of lines on S. So, no point lies on three lines. 

Now let us assume that the center of the projection p does not lie on S. Let 
Q. p be the unique quadric from the pencil which contains p. 

Theorem 8.6.4 Assume that the quadric Q p is nonsingular. Then the projec- 
tion X of S from p is a quartic surface in P 3 which is singular along a non- 
singular conic. Any irreducible quartic surface in P 3 which is singular along 
a nonsingular conic arises in this way from a Segre quartic surface S in P 4 . 
The surface S is nonsingular if and only if X is nonsingular outside the conic. 

Proof First of all let us see that X is indeed a quartic surface. If not, the 
projection is a finite map of degree 2 onto a quadric. In this case, the preimage 
of the quadric in P 4 is a quadratic cone containing S with the vertex at the 
center of the projection. This is excluded by the assumption. 

Let H be the tangent hyperplane of Q p at p and C — HOS. The intersection 
HDQpis an irreducible quadric in H with singular point at p. The curve C lies 
on this quadric and is cut out by a quadric Q' n H for some quadric Q' ^ Q 
from the pencil. Thus the projection from p defines a degree 2 map from C to 
a nonsingular conic K equal to the projection of the cone H n Q p . It spans the 
plane in P 3 equal to the projection of the hyperplane H. Since the projection 
defines a birational isomorphism from S to X that is not an isomorphism over 
the conic K, we see that X is singular along K. It is also nonsingular outside 
K (since we assume that S is nonsingular). 

Conversely, let K be a nonsingular conic in P 3 . As we saw in Subsection 
7.2.1, the linear system \Tk (2)| of quadrics through K maps P 3 onto a quadric 
Qi in P 4 . The preimage of a quadric Q2 ^ Qi under this rational map is 
a quartic surface X containing K as a double curve. The intersection S = 
Qi H Q2 is a Segre quartic surface. The image of the plane II containing K 
is a point p on Q\. The inverse map S - — » X is the projection from p. Since 
the rational map P 3 --■> Qi is an isomorphism outside II, the quartic X is 
nonsingular outside K if and only if S is nonsingular. 

□ 
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In classical literature a quartic surface in P 3 singular along a conic is called 
a cy elide quartic surface. 

Remark 8.6.5 If we choose the equation of the conic K in the form V(tQ + 
£? + *!)> tnen formula (7.17) shows that the equation of the quartic can be writ- 
ten in the form V^dijZiZj), where (z , z x , z 2 , z 3 ) = (to,io*i,*o*2,*o*3)- 
Since the quartic is irreducible, we may assume that aoo ^ 0, hence the equa- 
tion of a cyclide surface can be reduced to the form 

(*i + 4 + *§) a + *o32(*o, h, t 2 , t 3 ) = 0. (8.23) 

Note that this can generalized to any dimension. We obtain a quartic hypersur- 
face 

n 

C£ / t 2 i ) 2 +t 2 g 2 (t ,...,t n )=0 

i=l 

singular along the quadric V(to) D V(%2™ = i tf). In dimension 1, we obtain a 
quartic curve with two double points (a cyclide curve). Let £ be the line through 
the nodes. We may assume that its equation is to = and the coordinates of 
the points are [0, [0, 1, —i]. By definition, a complex n-sphere in P n+1 is 
a quadric containing a fixed nonsingular quadric Qo m a fixed hyperplane in 
p™+! w e already discussed complex circles in Chapter 2. Thus we see that 
complex spheres are preimages of quadrics in P"+ 2 under a map given by the 
linear system of quadrics in P™ +1 through Q . The equation of a complex n- 
ball in P n+1 becomes a linear equation in p™+ 2 . Over reals, we obtain that the 
geometry of real spheres is reduced to the geometry of hyperplane sections of 
a fixed quadric in a higher-dimensional space (see [334]). 

Next we consider the projection of a nonsingular Segre surface from a non- 
singular point p on a singular quadric Q from the pencil containing S. The 
tangent hyperplane H of Q at p intersects Q along the union of two planes. 
Thus H intersects S along the union of two conies intersecting at two points. 
This is a degeneration of the previous case. The projection is a degenerate 
cyclide surface. It is isomorphic to the preimage of a quadric in P 4 under a 
map given by the linear system of quadrics in P 3 containing the union of two 
coplanar lines (a degeneration of the conic K from above). Its equation can be 
reduced to the form 

tit 2 2+t 2 g 2 {to,t 1) t 2) t 3 )=0. 

Finally, let us assume that the center of the projection is the singular point 
p of a cone Q from the pencil. In this case the projection defines a degree 2 
map S — > Q, where Q is a nonsingular quadric in P 3 , the projection of Q. 



446 



Del Pezzo surfaces 



The branch locus of this map is a nonsingular quartic elliptic curve of bidegree 
(2, 2). If we choose the diagonal equations of S as in Theorem 8.6.2, and take 
the point p = [1,0,0, 0, 0], then Q is given by the equation 

(a 2 - ai)t\ + (a 3 - a\)t\ + (a 3 - a\)t\ + (a 4 - a\)t\ = 0. 

It is projected to the quadric with the same equations in coordinates [fi, . . . , t^] 
in P 3 . The branch curve is cut out by the quadric with the equation 

t\ + 1\ + 1\ + 1\ = 0. 

A more general eyelid quartic surfaces are obtained by projection from sin- 
gular quartic surfaces in P 3 . They have been all classified by C. Segre [515]. 

8.6.3 Lines and singularities 

Let S be a quartic del Pezzo surface and X be its minimal resolution of 
singularities. The surface X is obtained by blowing up a bubble cycle -q = 
xi + ■ ■ ■ + x 5 of points in almost general position. Applying the procedure of 
Borel-De Sibenthal-Dynkin, we obtain the following list of types of root bases 
in the lattice = E 5 : 

D 5 , A 3 +2A 1 ,D 4 ,A 4 , 4A t , A 2 +2A X , A 3 +A x , A 3 , 3 A 1 , A 2 + A 1 , A 2 , 2A X , A l . 

All of these types can be realized as the types of root bases defined by Dynkin 
curves. 

D5 : £5 >- X4, y X3 y x 2 y x\, and Xi,x 2j x 3 are collinear; 

A 3 + 2Ai : x% y x% y x±, £5 >- x^ xi,X4,x§ and x±, x 2 , X3 are collinear; 

D4 : X4, y X3 y x% y X\, and X\, x 2 , a; 5 are collinear; 

A4 ■. X5 y X4 y X3 y x 2 y x\; 

AAi : X2 y x\, x± y X3, x\, x 2 , x$ and X3, X4, x§ are collinear; 
2Ai + A 2 : X3 y x 2 y xi, X5 y X4 and x%, x 2l X3 are collinear; 
Ai + A3 : £3 >- X2 y Xi, X5 y X4, and x±, X4, x§ are collinear; 
A3 : X4 y X3 y x 2 y Xi, or x 3 y x 2 y x\ and xi,x 2 , X4 are collinear; 

Ai + A2 ■■ X3 y x 2 y xi, X5 y x 4 ; 

3Ai : x 2 y Xi, X4,y X3, and x\, x 3 , x§ are collinear; 

A 2 : x 3 y x 2 y xi; 

2 Ax : x 2 y xi,X3 y x 2 , or xi, x 2l X3 and x\, X3, X4 are collinear; 

Ai : xi,x 2 ,X3 are collinear. 

This can be also stated in terms of equations indicated in the next table. The 
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number of lines is also easy to find by looking at the blow-up model. We have 
the following table (see [563]). 






A 1 


2Ai 


2Ai 


A 2 


3Ai 


[11111] 


[2111] 


[221] 


[(11)111] 


[311] 


[(11)21] 


16 


12 


9 


8 


8 


6 


Ai + A 2 


M 


A 3 


Ai + As 


A 2 + 2Ai 


4Ai 


[32] 


[41] 


[(21)11] 


[(21)2] 


[3(H)] 


Kii)(H)i] 


6 


5 


4 


3 


4 


4 


A 4 


D 4 


2Ai + A s 


D 5 






[5] 


[(31)1] 


[(21)(11)] 


[(41)] 






3 


2 


2 


1 







Table 8.6 Lines and singularities on a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 4 



Example 8.6.6 The quartic surfaces with singular points of type AA\ or 2Ai+ 
A 3 have a remarkable property that they admit a double cover ramified only 
at the singular points. We refer to [132] for more details about these quartic 
surfaces. The projections of these surfaces to P 3 are cubic symmetroid surfaces 
which will be discussed in the next Chapter. The cover is the quadric surface 
F in the first case and the quadric cone Q in the second case (see Figure 
8.5.1). 

The Gosset polytope £5 = I21 has 16 facets of type a and ten facets of type 
(3. They correspond to contractions of 5 disjoint lines and pencils of conies 
arising from the pencils of lines through one of the five points in the plane and 
pencils of conies through four of the five points. 




Figure 8.5 Lines on a del Pezzo quartic 
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8.6.4 Automorphisms 

Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface. We know that the natural homomor- 
phism 

Aut(S) -» W(S) S W(D 5 ) 

is injective. 
Proposition 8.6.7 

W(£> 5 ) = 2 4 x © 5) 

vv/zere 2 fc denotes the elementary abelian group (Z/2Z) fc . 

Proof This is a well-known fact from the theory of reflection groups. How- 
ever, we give a geometric proof exhibiting the action of W(D 5 ) on Pic(S). 
Fix a geometric basis eo, ■ • ■ , e 5 corresponding to an isomorphism S and the 
blow-up of five points xi,. .. ,x$ in general position. Consider five pairs of 
pencils of conies defined by the linear systems 

5 

Li = \e -ei\, L\ = |2e - y^e,!, i = l,...,5. 

i=l 

Let ai , . . . , a5 be the canonical root basis defined by the geometric basis and 
t% = r ai be the corresponding reflections. Then r 2 , . . . ,rs generate 6 5 and 
act by permuting Lj's and Consider the product n o r 5 . It is immediately 
checked that it switches L4 with and L5 with L' 5 leaving Li, L\ invariant 
for i — 1,2,3. Similarly, a conjugate of n o r$ in W(Ds) does the same 
for some other pair of the indices. The subgroup generated by the conjugates 
is isomorphic to 2 4 . Its elements switch the Lj with L\ in an even number of 
pairs of pencils. This defines a surjective homomorphism W(D$) — > 65 with a 
kernel containing 2 4 . Comparing the orders of the groups we see that the kernel 
is 2 4 and we have an isomorphism of groups asserted in the Proposition. □ 

We know that the pencil of quadrics containing S has exactly five singular 
members Qi of corank 1 . Each quadric Qi is a cone over a nonsingular quadric 
in P 3 . It contains two rulings of planes containing the vertex of Qj. Since 
S = Qi n Q for some nonsingular quadric Q, we see that S contains two 
pencils of conies |Cj| and |C-| such that Cj n C- = 2. In the blow-up model 
of S these are the pencils of conies \Li \ and L-| which we used in the proof 
of the previous Proposition. The group W(S) acts on pairs of conies, and on 
the set of five singular quadrics Qi. The subgroup 2 4 acts trivially on the set of 
singular quadrics. 
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Theorem 8.6.8 Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 4. The 
image of the homomorphism 

Aut(S) -> 2 4 xi 6 5 

contains the normal subgroup 2 4 . The quotient group is isomorphic either to a 
cyclic group of order 2 or 4, or to the dihedral group D$ or Diq. 

Proof Consider the map 

\L l \x\L' l \^\-K s l (D,D')^D + D f . 

Its image generates a 3 -dimensional linear system contained in | — Ks\. This 
linear system defines the projection map : S — > P 3 . Since Di ■ D[ = 2 
for Di S LijD't S L\, the degree of the map is equal to 2. So the image of 
ip is a quadric in P 3 . This shows that the center of the projection is the vertex 
of one of the five singular quadric cones in the pencil of quadrics containing 
S. The deck transformation gi,i = 1, . . . , 5, of the cover is an automorphism 
and these five automorphisms generate a subgroup H of Aut(S') isomorphic 
to 2 4 . One can come to the same conclusion by looking at the equations from 
Theorem 8.6.2 of S. The group of projective automorphisms generated by the 
transformations which switch t t to — tj realizes the subgroup 2 4 . 

Let G be the quotient of Aut(S') by the subgroup 2 4 . The group Aut(S') acts 
on the pencil |Zs(2) | of quadrics containing £ leaving invariant the subset of 
five singular quadrics. The kernel of this action is the subgroup 2 4 . Thus G is 
isomorphic to a subgroup of Aut(P 4 ) = PGL(2) leaving a set of five points 
invariant. It follows from the classification of finite subgroups of SL(2) and 
their algebra of invariants that the only possible groups are the cyclic groups 
C2, C3, C4, C5, the dihedral group Dq = 63, and the dihedral group Dio of 
order 10. The corresponding binary forms are projectively equivalent to the 
following binary forms: 

(i) C 2 : ui{u{ - ul){u\ - a 2 ul), a 2 ^ 0, 1; 

(ii) C 4 : ui(uj - ul){u\ + ul); 

(iii) C 3 , D 6 : Ui{u\ - u ){2ui - uq){u x + riu n )(ui + r) 2 ul); 

(iv) C 5 ,D 10 : (m - u )(ui - eu Q )(ui ~ e 2 w )(ui - e 3- "o)Oi - e 4 «o), 

where rj = e 2?ri / 3 ,e = e 27Tl ^ 5 . In case (iii) the zeros of the binary form 
are [1,0], [1, 1], [1,2], [1, —77], [1, — rj 2 ] are projectively equivalent to the set 
[1,0], [0, 1], [1, 1], [1,77], [1, 77 2 ] . In all cases the symmetry becomes obvious; 
it consists of multiplication of the affine coordinate ui/uo by some roots of 
unity, and, in cases (iii) and (iv), the additional symmetry [uq, ui] ^ [ui,uq\. 
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Using the equations of S from Theorem 8.6.2, we find that the singular 
quadrics in the pencil of quadrics 

4 4 

uq ^2 cutf - m y^jj — 

i=0 j=0 

correspond to the parameters [uo,iti] = The corresponding surfaces 

are projectively equivalent to the following surfaces: 

(0 c 2 : 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 4 - 4 + at i - a 4 = °> a o, ±i ; 

(ii) C 4 : t§ + tf + 4 + *i + *4 = 4 - *l + il l " = °; 

(iii) 6 3 -.4+4+4 + 4 + 4 = 4+ \4 + 7)4 + T)H\ = 0; 

(iv) D w --4 + 4+ 4+4 + 4 = 4 + e 4 + ^4 + e 3 *l + e 4 *! = 0. 

□ 

Remark 8.6.9 In 1894 G. Humbert [304] discovered a plane sextic T with five 
cusps that has an automorphism group isomorphic to 2 4 . Its proper transform 
on the blow-up of the five cusps is a nonsingular curve V of genus 5 on a del 
Pezzo quartic surface S. It is embedded in P 5 by its canonical linear system. 
The curve V' is cut out by a quadric V(%2 a i4)' where we consider S given 
by the equations from Theorem 8.6.2 (see [201]). The curve is tangent to all 
16 lines on S. The double cover of S branched along this curve is a K3 surface 
isomorphic to a nonsingular model of a Kummer quartic surface. The following 
equation of T was found by W. Edge [204] 

9t 2 2 (4 - 4)(4 - 1\) + {4 + 34 - A4){t l + 2t f{t\ - 4) = 0. 

The curve has peculiar properties: the residual points of each line containing 
two cusps coincide, and the two contact points are on a line passing through 
a cusp; the residual points of the conic through the five cusps coincide and all 
cuspidal tangents pass through the contact point (see loc.cit.). The five maps 
S — * P 1 defined by the pencils of conies, restricted to T', define five g\'s on V . 
The quotient by the involution defined by the negation of one of the coordinates 
ti is an elliptic curve. This makes the 5-dimensional Jacobian variety of V 
isogenous to the product of five elliptic curves (this is how it was found by 
Humbert). The quotient of V' by the involution defined by the negation of two 
coordinates ti is a curve of genus 3. It is isomorphic to the quartic curve with 
automorphism group isomorphic to 2 3 . 

By taking special del Pezzo surfaces with isomorphism groups 2 4 x Dq and 
2 4 xi D10 we obtain curves of genus 5 with automorphism groups of order 96 
and 160 (see [201]). 

Let pi , . . . , p e be six points in P 3 in general linear position. A Humbert 
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curve can be also defined as the locus of tangency points of lines passing 
through p 6 with rational normal cubics passing through pi, . . . ,p 5 (see [21], 
vol. 6, p. 24). It is also characterized by the property that it has ten effective 
even theta characteristics (see [583]). 

The double cover of S ramified over T' is a K3 surface isomorphic to a 
nonsingular model of a Kummer quartic surface with 16 nodes. The preimages 
of the 16 lines on S split into 32 curves, the images of a subset of 16 of them 
on the Kummer surface are 16 nodes, and the images of the remaining 16 
curves are the 16 conies cut by 16 tropes of the surface. The surface S admits 
a nonsingular model as a surface in the Grassmannian Gi(P 3 ) of degree and 
class equal to 2. It is one of irreducible components of the surface of bitangents 
of a Kummer quartic surface (see [318]). 



8.7 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 2 

8.7.1 Singularities 

Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 2. Recall that the anticanonical 
linear system defines a birational morphism <fr' : S — ► X, where X is the anti- 
canonical model of S isomorphic to the double cover of P 2 branched along a 
plane quartic curve C with at most simple singularities (see Section 6.3.3). We 
have already discussed nonsingular del Pezzo surfaces of degree 2 in Chap- 
ter 6, in particularly the geometry associated with seven points in the plane in 
general position. A nonsingular del Pezzo surface is isomorphic to the double 
cover of the projective plane ramified over a nonsingular plane quartic. It has 
56 lines corresponding to 28 bitangents of the branch curve. 

Let 4> '■ S — > P 2 be the composition of <p and the double cover map a : X — > 
P 2 . The restriction of <j> to a (— l)-curve E is a map of degree —Kg ■ E = 1. Its 
image in the plane is a line £, The preimage of I is the union of E and a divisor 
D 6 \ —Kg — E\. Since —Ks • D = 1, the divisor D is equal to E' + R, where 
E' is a (— l)-curve and R is the union of (— 2)-curves. Also we immediately 
find that E ■ D — 2, D 2 = — 1. There are three possible cases: 

(i) E^E', E ■ E' = 2; 

(ii) E ^ E' .E ■ E' = 1; 

(iii) E^E',E = E'. 

In the first case, the image of E is a line I tangent to C at two nonsingular 
points. The image of D — E' is a singular point of C. By Bezout's Theorem, I 
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cannot pass through the singular point. Hence D = E' and I is a bitangent of 
C. 

In the second case, E ■ (D — E') = 1. The line I passes through the singular 
point cj)(D — E') and is tangent to C at a nonsingular point. 
Finally, in the third case, £ is a component of C. 

Of course, when S is a del Pezzo surface, the quartic C is nonsingular, and 
we have 56 lines paired into 28 pairs corresponding to 28 bitangents of C. Let 
ir : S — ► P 2 be the blow-up of seven points Xi, . . . , xy in general position. 
Then 28 pairs of lines are the proper inverse transforms of the isolated pairs of 
curves: 

21 pairs: a line through Xi, Xj and the conic through the complementary five 
points; 

7 pairs: a cubic with a double point at Xi and passing through other points 
plus the exceptional curve n~ 1 (xi). 

We use the procedure of Borel-de Siebenthal-Dynkin to compile the list of 
root bases in E7. It is convenient first to compile the list of maximal (by inclu- 
sions) root bases of type A, D, E (see [325], §12). 



Type 


rank n — 1 


rank n 




A k + A n _ fe _i 




D„ 


A n -1, D n -1 


D k + D n - k ,k>2 


E G 


D 5 


A! + A 5 ,A 2 +A2+A2 


E 7 


E 6 


Ai +D 6 ,A r ,A 2 +A B 


E 8 




D 8 , A 1 + E T , A 8 , A 2 + E e , A A + Ai 



Table 8.7 Maximal root bases 



Here D 2 = Ai + A x and D 3 = A 3 . 

From this we easily find the following table of root bases in E7. Note that 



r 


Types 


7 


E 7 , Ai + £> 6 , A T , 3Ai + D 4 , Ai + 2A 3 , A 5 + A 2 , 7A X 


6 


E 6 , D 5 + A u D 6 , A 6 , A 1 + A 5 , 3A 2 , 2A 1 + D 4 , 2A 3 , 
3^1 + ^3,6^1,^1 + A 2 + A 3 , A 2 + A A 


5 


D 5 , A 5 , At + L> 4 , Ai + Ai, Ai + 2A 2 , 2Ai + A 3 , 
3Ai + A 2 ,A 2 + A 3 ,5Ai 


< 4 


Di,A %1 ^ h A ik , ii H Mfc < 4 



Table 8.8 Root bases in the Ej-lattice 



there are two root bases of types A\ + A5, A2 + 2A\, 3Ai, Ai + A3 and 4Ai 
which are not equivalent with respect to the Weyl group. 
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The simple singularities of plane quarries were classified by P. Du Val [195], 
Part III. 
A\. one node; 
2A\ \ two nodes; 
A 2 : one cusp; 

3^: irreducible quartic with three nodes; 

3Ai: a cubic and a line; 

Ai + A 2 : one node and one cusp; 

A3: one tacnode (two infinitely near ordinary double points); 

4Ai: a nodal cubic and a line; 

4Ai: two conies intersecting at 4 points; 

2Ai + A 2 : two nodes and one cusp; 

A\ + A3: a node and a tacnode; 

A\ + A^. cubic and a tangent line; 

A4: one rhamphoid cusp (two infinitely near cusps); 

2A 2 : two cusps; 

D4: an ordinary triple point; 

5Ai: a conic and two lines; 

3Ai + A 2 : a cuspidal cubic and a line; 

2Ai + A3: two conies tangent at one point; 

2A\ + A3: a nodal cubic and its tangent line; 

Ai + A4: a rhamphoid cusp and a node; 

Ai + 2A 2 : a cusp and two nodes; 

A 2 + A3: a cusp and a tacnode; 

A 5 : one oscnode (two infinitely near cusps); 

A 5 : a cubic and its inflection tangent; 

D5: nodal cubic and a line tangent at one branch; 

A\ + D4: a nodal cubic and line through the node; 

Eq: an irreducible quartic with one eg -singularity; 

D§: triple point with one cuspidal branch; 

A\ + A$: two conies intersecting at two points with multiplicities 3 and 1; 
Ai + A 5 : a nodal cubic and its inflection tangent; 
6A1: four lines in general position; 
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3A 2 : a three-cuspidal quartic; 

2Ai + Z? 4 : two lines and conic through their intersection point; 
D 5 + A\\ cuspidal cubic and a line through the cusp; 
2 A3: two conies intersecting at two points with multiplicities 2; 
ZA\ + A3: a conic plus its tangent line plus another line; 
A\ + A2 + A3: cuspidal cubic and its tangent; 

A 6 : one oscular rhamphoid cusp (three infinitely near xi >- x 2 >- X\ cusps); 
A 2 + A 4 : one rhamphoid cusp and a cusp; 
E^: cuspidal cubic and its cuspidal tangent; 

A\ + D 6 : conic plus tangent line and another line through point of contact; 

-D4 + 2>A\\ four lines with three concurrent; 

A7: two irreducible conies intersecting at one point; 

A5 + A 2 : cuspidal cubic and an inflection tangent; 

2 A3 + Ai m . conic and two tangent lines. 

Note that all possible root bases are realized except 1A\ (this can be real- 
ized in characteristic 2). One can compute the number of lines but this rather 
tedious. For example, in the case A\ we have 44 lines and a one-nodal quartic 
C has 22 proper bitangents (i.e. lines with two nonsingular points of tangency) 
and six bitangents passing through the node. 

The Gosset polytope £7 = 32i has 576 facets of type a and 126 facets 
of type (3. They correspond to contractions of seven disjoint (— l)-curves and 
pencils of conies arising from seven pencils of lines through one of the seven 
points in the plane, 35 pencils of conies through four points, 42 pencils of cubic 
curves through six points with a node at one of these points, 35 pencils of 3- 
nodal quartics through the seven points, and seven pencils of quintics through 
the seven points with six double points. 

8.7.2 Geiser involution 

Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 2. Consider the degree 2 regular 
map : S — > P 2 defined by the linear system | — Ks\. In the blow-up model 
of S, the linear system | — K$ | is represented by the net of cubic curves AT 
with seven base bubble points x\ , . . . , X7 in P 2 . It is an example of a Laguerre 
net considered in Subsection 7.3.3. Thus we can view S as the blow-up of 7 
points in the plane P 2 which is canonically identified with | — Ks\. The target 
plane P 2 can be identified with the dual plane | — JCs| v of | — Ks\. The plane 
quartic curve C belongs to | — K$\ v ■ 
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If S is a del Pezzo surface, then <j> is a finite map of degree 2 and any sub- 
pencil of | — K s | has no fixed component. Any pencil contained in Af has no 
fixed components and has two points outside the base points of the net. As- 
signing the line through these points, we will be able to identify the plane P 2 
with the net Af, or with | — Ks\. This is the property of a Laguerre net. The 
inverse map is defined by using the coresidual points of Sylvester. For every 
nonsingular member D e Af, the restriction of | — K$ | to D defines a g\ real- 
ized by the projection from the coresidual point on D. This map extends to an 
isomorphism Af — > P 2 . 

Let X C P(l, 1, 1, 2) be an anticanonical model of S. The map 4> factors 
through a birational map a : S — » X that blows down the Dynkin curves 
and a degree 2 finite map <f> : X — ► P 2 ramified along a plane quartic curve 
C with simple singularities. The deck transformation 7 of the cover cf> is a 
birational automorphism of S called the Geiser involution. In fact, the Geiser 
involution is a biregular automorphism of S. Since a is a minimal resolution 
of singularities of X, this follows from the existence of an equivariant minimal 
resolution of singularities of surfaces [361] and the uniqueness of a minimal 
resolution of surfaces. 



Proposition 8.7.1 The Geiser involution 7 has no isolated fixed points. Its 
locus affixed points is the disjoint union of smooth curves W + i?i + • • • + Rk, 
where i?i , . . . , Rk are among irreducible components of Dynkin curves. The 
curve W is the normalization of the branch curve of the double cover cj> : S — > 
P 2 . A Dynkin curve of type A2k has no fixed components, a Dynkin curve of 
type A2k+i has one fixed component equal to the central component. A Dynkin 
curve of type D<±, D§, Dq, E§, E7 have fixed components marked by square on 
their Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams. 
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Assume that S is a del Pezzo surface. Then the fixed locus of the Geiser 
involution is a smooth irreducible curve W isomorphic to the branch curve of 
the cover. It belongs to the linear system | — 2K$ | and hence its image in the 
plane is a curve of degree 6 with double points at x\, . . . , X7. It is equal to the 
Jacobian curve of the net of cubics, i.e. the locus of singular points of singular 
cubics from the set. It follows from the Lefschetz Fixed-Point-Formula that the 
trace of 7 in Pic(S') = H 2 (S,Z) is equal to e(W) - 2 = -6. This implies 
that the trace of a on Qs = (Ks) 1 " is equal to —7. Since rank Qs = 7 this 
implies that 7 acts as the minus identity on Qs- It follows from the theory 
of finite reflection groups that the minus identity isogeny of the lattice E7 
is represented by the element w in W(Ei) of maximal length as a word in 
simple reflections. It generates the center of VK(E 7 ). 



We can also consider the Geiser involution as a Cremona involution of the 
plane. It coincides with the Geiser involution described in Chapter 7. The char- 
acteristic matrix of a Geiser involution with respect to the bases eo, . . . , e.7 and 
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cr*(eo), . . . , cr* (er) is the following matrix: 



( 8 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3\ 


-3 


-2 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-3 


-1 


-2 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-3 


-1 


-1 


-2 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-3 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-2 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-3 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-2 


-1 


-1 


-3 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-2 


-1 


V-3 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-1 


-v 



(8.24) 



The element wq acts on the Gosset polytope 32i as the reflection with respect 
to the center defined by the vector |ky = — ^ Vi, where Vi are the excep- 
tional vectors. The 28 orbits on the set of vertices correspond to 28 bitangents 
of a nonsingular plane quartic. 

8.7.3 Automorphisms of del Pezzo surfaces of degree 2 

Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree 2. We know that the natural homomor- 
phism 

Aut(S) -> W(S) = W(E 7 ) 

is injective. The Geiser involution 7 belongs to the center of W(S). The quo- 
tient group Aut(5)/(7) is the group of projective automorphisms that leaves 
the branch curve C of the map invariant <f> : S — > P 2 . We use the classification 
of automorphisms of plane quartic curves from Chapter 6. Let G' be a group 
of automorphisms of the branch curve C — V(f). Let x '■ G' — * C* be the 
character of G' defined by a*(f) — x( cr )/- Let 

G = {(g>,a)eG> xC* : X (g') = a 2 }. 

This is a subgroup of the group G' x C*. The projection to G' defines an 
isomorphism G = 2.G". The extension splits if and only if x is equal to the 
square of some character of G'. In this case G = G' x 2. The group G acts on 
S as given by Equation (8.16) by 

(a, a) : [t , h, t 2 , t 3 ] h-> [cr'*(i ), <r'*(ti), <r'*(h), ah}. 

Any group of automorphisms of S is equal to a group G as above. This easily 
gives the classification of possible automorphism groups of del Pezzo surfaces 
of degree 2 (see Table 8.9). 

We leave it to a curious reader the task of classifying automorphism groups 
of weak del Pezzo surfaces. Notice that in the action of Aut(S) in the Picard 
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Type 


Order 


vJ LI lie I 111 C 




j 


336 


2 x l,o(7) 

Zi y\ ±j'2\ • J 


/ 2 -1- t 6 ti A~ t'^ti 4- 


II 


192 


2 X (4 2 : S 3 ) 


^3 ^0 + ^1 ^2 


III 


96 


2 x 42l 4 


*i + *2 + 'o + a *o*! + 


IV 


48 


2 x S 4 


t 2 + + t\ + 4 + +a(t 2 t 2 + itfi + tjti) 


V 


32 


2 x 4.2 2 


*3 + *2 + *0 + a *0*? + 


VI 


18 


18 


*3 + *0 + *0*1 + *1*2 


VII 


16 


2 x D 8 


*3 + *2 + *0 + *1 + a 'o'? + ^2*0*1 


VIII 


12 


2x6 


t 2 + t^to + to + *1 + a *o^ 


IX 


12 


2 x e 3 


i 2 + t| + at 2 t ti + * 2 (tg + t'f) + 6t 2 t 2 


X 


8 


2« 


t 2 + t\ + if + + at'jtf + 6t 2 t 2 + rf 2 t 2 


XI 


6 


6 




XII 


4 


2^ 


ii+4 + i%f2(to,ti) + f 4 (to,ti) 


XIII 


2 


2 


t'i+f4(to,tl,t 2 ) 



Table 8.9 Groups of automorphisms of del Pezzo surfaces of degree 2 



group they correspond to certain subgroups of the group Cris(S'). Also the ac- 
tion is not necessarily faithful; for example, the Geiser involution acts trivially 
on Pic(S') in the case of a weak del Pezzo surface with singularity of type E 7 . 



8.8 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 

8.8.1 Singularities 

Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 1 . It is isomorphic to the blow-up 
of a bubble cycle of eight points in almost general position. The anticanonical 
model X of 5* is a finite cover of degree 2 of a quadratic cone Q ramified over 
a curve B in the linear system |Oq(3) |. It is nonsingular or has simple singu- 
larities. The list of types of possible Dynkin curves is easy to compile. First 
we observe that all diagrams listed for the case of the Eylattice are included 
in the list. Also all the diagrams A\ + T, where T is from the previous list are 
included. We give only the new types. 



r 


Types 


8 


E 8 ,A 8 ,Da,2A4,A 1 + A 2 + A 5 ,A 3 + D 5 ,2D 4 , 
A2+E 6 ,A 3 + D 5 ,4A 2 


7 


D T ,A2 + D 5 ,A3 + A4,A 3 + D4 


6 


A 2 + D 4 



Table 8.10 Root bases in the ^-lattice 
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Note that there are two root bases of types A-j, 2A%, A\ + A5, 2Ai + A3 
and 4Ai, which are not equivalent with respect to the Weyl group. 

The following result of P. Du Val [195] will be left without proof. Note that 
Du Val uses the following notation: 

A 1 = [],A n = [3™" 1 ], n > 2, D n = [3"" 3 ' 1 - 1 ], n > 4, 

E 6 = [3*>*> 1 ], E 7 = [3^], E 8 = [3** 1 ]. 

Theorem 8.8.1 All types of root bases in Eg can be realized by Dynkin curves 
except the cases 7 'Ax, &A\, D4 + AA±. 

In fact, Du Val describes explicitly the singularities of the branch sextic 
similarly to the case of weak del Pezzo surfaces of degree 2 (see also Table 
8.10). 

The number of lines on a del Pezzo surface of degree 1 is equal to 240. Note 
the coincidence with the number of roots. The reason is simple, for any root 
a e Eg, the sum — kg + a is an exceptional vector. The image of a line under 
the cover <f> : S — > Q is a conic. The plane spanning the conic is a tritangent 
plane, i.e. a plane touching the branch sextic W at three points. There are 
120 tritangent planes, each cut out a conic in Q which splits under the cover 
in the union of two lines intersecting at three points. Note that the effective 
divisor D of degree 3 on W such that 2D is cut out by a tritangent plane, is an 
odd theta characteristic on W. This gives another explanation of the number 
120 = 2 3 (2 4 - 1). 

The Gosset polytope Eg = A21 has 17280 facets of type a corresponding 
to contractions of sets of eight disjoint (— l)-curves, and 2160 facets of type 
(3 corresponding to conic bundle structures arising from the pencils of conies 
|cfeo — miei — ■ • • — mg\ in the plane which we denote by (d; mi, ... , mg): 

• 8 of type (1;1,Q 7 ), 

• 70 of type (2;1 4 ,0 5 ), 

• 168oftype(3;2,l 5 ,0 2 ), 

• 280 of type (4;2 3 ,1 4 ,0), 

• 8 of type (4; 3, l 7 ), 

• 56 of type (5;2 6 ,1,0), 

• 280oftype(5;3,2 3 ,l 4 ), 

• 420 of type (6; 3 2 , 2 4 , l 2 ), 

• 280 of type (7;3 4 ,2 3 ,1), 

• 56 of type (7;4,3,2 6 ), 

• 8 of type (8;3 7 ,1), 

• 280 of type (8;4,3 4 ,2 3 ), 
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• 168oftype(9;4 2 ,3 5 ,2), 

• 70 of type (10;4 4 ,3 4 ), 

• 8 of type (11; 4 7 , 3), 

Observe the symmetry (d; mi,..., mg) i— * — 4k 8 — (d; mi,..., m 8 ). 



8.8.2 Bertini involution 

Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 1 . Consider the degree 2 regular 
map <fi : S — ► Q defined by the linear system | — 2Kg\. In the blow-up model 
of S, the linear system | — 2Kg \ is represented by the web W of sextic curves 
with eight base bubble points x 1: . . . , x$ in P 2 . If S is a del Pezzo surface, then 
is a finite map of degree 2. 

Let X C P(l, 1, 2, 3) be the anticanonical model of S. The map <f> factors 
through the birational map a : S — > X that blows down the Dynkin curves 
and a degree 2 finite map <f> : X —> Q ramified along a curve of degree 6 cut 
out by a cubic surface. The deck transformation (3 of the cover cf> is a birational 
automorphism of S 1 called the Bertini involution. As in the case of the Geiser 
involution, we prove that the Bertini involution is a biregular automorphism of 
S. 



Proposition 8.8.2 The Bertini involution (3 has one isolated fixed point, the 
base point of \ — Ks\. The 1 -dimensional part of the locus affixed points is 
the disjoint union of smooth curves W + R\ + • • • + Rk, where R\ , . . . , Rk 
are among irreducible components of Dynkin curves. The curve W is the nor- 
malization of the branch curve of the double cover <j) : S — > Q. A Dynkin 
curve of type Aik has no fixed components, a Dynkin curve of type Aik+\ has 
one fixed component equal to the central component. A Dynkin curve of types 
-D4, Z?7, Dg, Eg have fixed components marked by square on their Coxeter- 
Dynkin diagrams. The fixed components of Dynkin curves of other types given 
in the diagrams from Proposition 8.7.1. 
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Assume that S is a del Pezzo surface. Then the fixed locus of the Bertini 
involution is a smooth irreducible curve W of genus 4 isomorphic to the branch 
curve of the cover and the base point of | — K s \ . It belongs to the linear system 
| — 3Ks | and hence its image in the plane is a curve of degree 9 with triple 
points at xi, . . . , x$. It follows from the Lefschetz fixed-point-formula that the 
trace of (3 in Pic(S) ^ H 2 {S, If) is equal to 1 + e(W) - 2 = -7. This implies 
that the trace of a on Qs = (Ks) ± is equal to —8. Since rank Qs = 8 this 
implies that 7 acts as the minus identity on Qs- It follows from the theory 
of finite reflection groups that the minus identity isogeny of the lattice E 8 
is represented by the element u> in VK(E 8 ) of maximal length as a word in 
simple reflections. It generates the center of VK(E 8 ). 

We can also consider the Bertini involution as a Cremona involution of the 
plane. It coincides with a Bertini involution described in Chapter 7. The char- 
acteristic matrix of a Bertini involution with respect to the bases eo, . . . , e 8 and 
c*(eo), . . . , cr*(e 8 ) is the following matrix: 



/17 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6\ 


-6 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-2 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-3 


-2 


-2 


-6 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-3 


-2 


V-6 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-2 


-3/ 



We can consider this matrix as the matrix of the element wq <E 0(/ 1,8 ) in 
the basis e , ei, . . . , e 8 . It is immediately checked that its restriction to E 8 is 
equal to the minus identity transformation. As an element of the Weyl group 



462 



Del Pezzo surfaces 



T / F(E 8 ), it is usually denoted by Wq. This is element of maximal length as a 
word in simple reflections. The group (w ) is equal to the center of VF(E 8 ). 

The element w acts on the Gosset polytope 4 2 i as the reflection with re- 
spect to the center defined by the vector kg = — ^40 w »> where Vi are the 
exceptional vectors. The 120 orbits on the set of vertices correspond to 120 
tritangent planes of the branch curve of the Bertini involution. 

8.8.3 Rational elliptic surfaces 

We know that the linear system | — K$ | is an irreducible pencil with one base 
point x . Let r : F — > S be its blow-up. The proper inverse transform of 
| — Ks\ in F is a base-point-free pencil of curves of arithmetic genus 1. It 
defines an elliptic fibration ip : F — > P 1 . The exceptional curve E = t^ 1 (xo) 
is a section of the fibration. Conversely, let <p : F — > P 1 be an elliptic fibration 
on a rational surface F which admits a section E and is relative minimal in 
the sense that no fiber contains a (— l)-curve. It follows from the theory of 
elliptic surfaces that — Kp is the divisor class of a fiber and E is a (— l)-curve. 
Blowing down E, we obtain a rational surface S with Kg = 1. Since Kp is 
obviously nef, we obtain that Kg is nef, so S is a weak del Pezzo surface of 
degree 1. 

Let ip : F — > P 1 be a rational elliptic surface with a section E. The section 
E defines a rational point e on a generic fiber F n , considered as a curve over 
the functional field K of the base of the fibration. It is a smooth curve of genus 
1, so it admits a group law with the zero equal to the point e. It follows from 
the theory of relative minimal models of surfaces that any automorphism of F n 
over K extends to a biregular automorphism of F over P 1 . In particular, the 
negation automorphism x — > —x extends to an automorphism of F fixing the 
curve E. Its descent to the blowing down of E is the Bertini involution. 

Let D be a Dynkin curve on S. The point x cannot lie on D. In fact, other- 
wise the proper transform R' of a component of D that contains t is a (— 3)- 
curve on F. However, — Kp is nef on F, hence Kp ■ R' < contradicting 
the adjunction formula. This implies that the preimage t*(D) of D on F is 
a Dynkin curve contained in a fibre. The whole fiber is equal to the union of 
t*(D) + R, where R is a (— 2)-curve intersecting the zero section E. Ko- 
daira's classification of fibres of elliptic fibrations shows that the intersection 
graph of the irreducible components of each reducible fiber is equal to one of 
the extended Coxeter-Dynkin diagrams. 

The classification of Dynkin curves on a weak del Pezzo surfaces of degree 
1 gives the classification of all possible collections of reducible fibres on a 
rational elliptic surface with a section. The equation of the anticanonical model 
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inP(l,l,2,3) 



4 + 4 + U(t ,h)t 2 + f 6 (t ,h) = 0, 



(8.25) 



after dehomogenization t = ti/t , x — t^/t^y — t^/ty, becomes the Weier- 
strass equation of the elliptic surface 



The classification of all possible singular fibres of rational elliptic surfaces 
(not necessarily reducible) in terms of the Weierstrass equation was done by 
several people, e.g. [433]. 

8.8.4 Automorphisms of del Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 

Let S be a nonsingular del Pezzo surface of degree 1 . We identify it with its 
anticanonical model (8.25). The vertex of Q has coordinates [0,0, 1] and its 
preimage in the cover consists of one point [0, 0, 1, a], where a 2 + 1 = (note 
that [0, 0, 1, a] and [0, 0, 1, —a] represent the same point in P(l, 1, 2, 3)). This 
is the base point of | — Ks \ ■ The members of | — K$ | are isomorphic to genus 1 
curves with equations y 2 + x 3 + fa(to, ti)x+ fa(to, t\) = 0. Our group G acts 
on P 1 via a linear action on (to, ti). The locus of zeros of A = 4/f + 27/f 
is the set of points in P 1 such that the corresponding genus 1 curve is singular. 
It consists of a simple roots and b double roots. The zeros of fa are either 
common zeros with fa and A, or represent nonsingular equianharmonic elliptic 
curves. The zeros of fa are either common zeros with fa and A, or represent 
nonsingular harmonic elliptic curves. The group G leaves both sets invariant. 

Recall that G is determined up to conjugacy by its set of points in P 1 with 
nontrivial stabilizers. If G is not cyclic, then there are three orbits in this set of 
cardinalities n/ei, n/e2, n/e§, where n — #G and (ei, e^, e^) are the orders 
of the stabilizers. Let T be a finite noncyclic subgroup of PGL(2). We have the 
following possibilities: 

(i) r = Da*, n = 2k, (e x , e 2 , e 3 ) = (2, 2, k); 

(ii) r = 2U, n = 12, (ei, e 2 , e 3 ) = (2, 3, 3); 
(Hi) r =&4,n = 24, (ei.ea.es) = (2,3,4); 
(iv) r = Ob, n = 60, (e 1 ,e 2 ,e 3 ) = (2, 3, 5). 

If f is a cyclic group of order n, there are 2 orbits of cardinality 1 . 

The polynomials fa and fa are projective invariants of G on P 1 , i.e. their 
sets of zeros are invariant with respect to the group action. Each orbit defines 
a binary form (the orbital form) with the set of zeros equal to the orbit. One 



y 2 + x 3 + a(t)x + b(t) 



0. 
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can show that any projective invariant is a polynomial in orbital forms. This 
immediately implies that G 2I5 and if G = 64, then fi = 0. 

We choose to represent G by elements of SL(2), i.e. we consider G as a 
quotient of a binary polyhedral subgroup G C SL(2) by its intersection with 
the center of SL(2). A projective invariant of G becomes a relative invariant of 
G, i.e. elements of G which leave the line spanned by the form invariant. Each 
relative invariant defines a character of G defined by 

=*(*)/■ 

We use the description of relative invariants and the corresponding characters 
of G from [537]. This allows us to list all possible polynomials f± and fg. 

The following is the list of generators of the groups G, possible relative 
invariants f±, /g and the corresponding character. 

We use the fact that a multiple root of fe is not a root of f& (otherwise the 
surface is singular). In the following efe will denote a primitive fe-th root of 
unity. 

Case 1: G is cyclic of order n. If n is odd (even), we choose a generator 
g given by the diagonal matrix diag[e„. e^ 1 ] (diag[e2n, € 2 n ])' Any monomial 
tgi{ is a relative invariant with x(er) = t % ~^ if n is odd and xi ') = e 2n ^ 71 
is even. In Table 8. 1 1 we list relative invariants which are not monomials. 



n 


h 


%(<?) 


fe 




2 


atg + btoii + ctt 
tohiatl + btf) 


1 

-1 


at^+tott{Uo + cti) + dt1 
tohiatt + U\H\ + ctf) 


-1 
1 


3 


to (atg + btf) 
ti(atl + bt'() 


4 


atg + Wo*i + cti 
tatl{atl + bt\) 
tltx{atl + Ul) 


1 

4 


4 


atQ + btt 


-1 


tUatl + btt) 
totiiatt + btt) 
ti{ati + btt) 


-i 
-1 

i 


5 






to(at b + btt) 
U{atl + bt\) 


4 


6 






atg + 6*i 


-1 



Table 8.11 Relative invariants:cyclic group 



Case 2: G — D n is a dihedral group of order n — 2k. It is generated by two 
matrices 

(e 2k \ (Q i\ 
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k 


u 






2 


a(to + *i) + 6*0*1 

*0*l(*0 — *l) 
*0 — *1 
*0*l(*0 +*?) 




1 

-1 
-1 
1 


3 


,2,2 

loll 




1 


4 


*s±*? 




±1 


6 


H) 1-1 




1 



Table 8.12 Relative invariants of degree 4:dihedral group 



k 


h 


X(c r i) 


X(<^) 


2 


<o*i (a(*o + *i) + 6*o*?) 
a(*g + *?) + + 1?) 
a(tl-t\) + btltl{tl-tl) 
*o*i(*o — *l) 




-1 
-1 
1 
1 


3 


t b + t\ + aitii 

*o ~~ *1 




-1 
1 


4 


*0*l(*S±tf) 




Tl 


6 


*0 ± <1 







Table 8.13 Relative invariants of degree 6:dihedral group 



Case 3: G = QI4. It is generated by matrices 

Up to the variable change to — > ito, *i - * *i. we have only one case 

/ 4 = t£ + 2\/=3*2*? + i*, (x(a 1 ),x(^2),x(^3) = (l,l,e 3 ), (8.26) 
h = t h(4-ti), (X(^1),X(^2),X(^3) = (1,1,1)- (8-27) 
Case 4: G = 64. It is generated by matrices 

There is only one, up to a change of variables, orbital polynomial of degree 
< 6. It is 

fe = *o*i(*o — *i)- 

It is an invariant of G. In this case f± = 0. 

In the next Theorem we list all possible groups G' = Aut(S)/((3) and their 
lifts G to subgroups of Aut(S*). We extend the action of G on the coordinates 
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*o, *i to an action on the coordinates *o, *i, *2. Note that not all combinations 
of (/ 4 , fe) admit such an extension. For example, a common root of / 4 and / 6 
must be a simple root of / 6 since otherwise the surface S is singular. 

In the following list, the vector a = (a , ai, a 2 , a 3 ) will denote the transfor- 
mation [t , *i, *2, H] i— » [ao*o, oiti, 012*2, 03*3]- The Bertini transformation /3 
corresponds to the vector (1,1,1,-1). 

1. Cyclic groups G 1 

(i) G' = 2,G= ((1,-1,1,1),/?) -2 2 , 

.A = a*o + 6*0*1 + c*i, h = d*o + e*o*? + /*o*i + <?*f • 

(ii) G' = 2,G= {(1,-1,-1,*)), 

/ 4 - a*^ + bt 2 t 2 + ctj, f 6 = * *i(d*o + et 2 t 2 + ft\). 

(iii) G' = 3,G = <(l,e 3 ,l,-l)) =6, 

/ 4 - t (a*o + & *?), /e - atl + 6tgt? + ct\. 

(iv) G' = 3, G= ((1,63,63,-1)), 

.A = *o*? ; otg + fttgi? + ct?. 

(v) G' = 3,G = 6,a=(l,l,e 3 ,-l), 

.A = 0. 

(vi) G' = 4, G = ((i, 1, -l,i),/3) = 4 x 2, 

f 4 = a4 + bti, f e = t 2 Q (c4 + d4). 

(vii) G' = 4,G = ((i,l,-i,-e 8 )) S8, 

f 4 = at 2 tl U = t t 1 {ct i Q + dt\), 

(viii) G' = 5,G=((l,e 5 ,l,-l)) = 10, 

/ 4 = atS, / 6 = *o(&*o + *f)- 

(ix) G'=6,G=((l,e 6 ,l,l),/?)^2x6. 

/ 4 - tj, /e = atl + bt\. 

(x) G' = 6,G=((e 6 ,l,e|,l),/?)^2x6, 

h = *o*?, /e = < + bt\. 

(xi) G' =6,G= ((-1, l,e 3 ,l),/3) = 2x6, 

/ 4 = 0, / 6 = ^ + e*^ + /^ + ^6 ; 
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(xii) G' = 10, G = ((l,e 10 ,-l,i)) -20, 

fa = at , ,f 6 = t *i- 

(xiii) G / = 12,G=((e 12 ,l,e|,-l),/3)^2xl2, 

fa = atg, / 6 = t\. 

(xiv) G' = 12, G = ((i,l,ei2,e 8 )) = 24, 

/ 4 = 0, / 6 = toti(*o + ^). 

(xv) G / = 15,G=((l,e5,e 3 ,e 3 o))=30, 

/4 = 0, / 6 = to(to + *l)- 

Dihedral groups 

(i) G' = 2 2 ,G = D 8 , 

/ 4 = a(tj + if) + &tgt?, / 6 = t *i [c(4 + t{) + dtg*f] 
ci : [io,ti,t2,*3] !-» [h, -to,t 2 ,it 3 ], 

0~2 ■ [to,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ] I ^ [^1,^0,^2,^3]; 

4 2 -1 2 /O -1-1 
CTj = CT 2 = 1, CTj = p, CT2CT1CT2 = CT 2 . 

ai) a = 2 2 ,g = 2.D4, 

fa = a(t 4 + 4) + btlt\, f 6 = *o*i(*o - *i)> 
cti : [io,ti,*2,*3] !-» [*o, -^2,^3], 

CT 2 : [to,*l,*2,*3] !-» [*1>*0> — *2)**3]i 
CT 2 = CT 2 = (CT!CT 2 ) 2 = 0. 

(iii) G' = D 6 ,G = D 12 , 

fa = o-4t\, fa = *q + tf + bt\t\, 

cti : [*0)*i)*2)*3] ^ [*0i e 3*i, £3^2,-^3], 
ct 2 : \to,t\,t2,tz\ 1 ^ [ti, to, ^2, £3], 

°1 = /5, <7 2 = !, ^CTsCT^ 1 = CTj" 1 . 
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(v) G = D S ,G=D 16 , 

fi = at^ti, /6 = *o*i(*o + *i), 

ox ■ [to,h,h,h] ^ [^8to,^ 1 ti,—t 2 ,it3], 

(T 2 : [*0i*li*2i*3] l— > [*l)*0)*2)*3]i 

of = (3, o\ = 1, 02<y\a 2 1 = o 1 . 

(vi) G' = J D 12 ,G = 2.£» 12 , 

f4 = atltl, fe = to + ti, 

(Ti : [to,*l,*2)*3] ^ [to, £6*1) £3*21*3]) 
C7 2 : [*0,*1,*2,*3] !-» [*l)*0)*2,*3])O"3 = 

We have 

of = o\ = erf = 1, (720*1 &2 1 = °i lfJ 3- 

3. Other groups 

(i) G" = 2l 4 ,G = 2.2t 4 , 

/ 4 = *q + 2\/^3to*l + *2> /6 = *0*l(*0 - *l)) 
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el 
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V2J 







(ii) G" = 3 x D 4 ,G = 3 x D 8) 

/ 4 = 0, / 6 = *o*i(*o + a*o*? + *f)- 

(iii) G' = 3 x D 6 , G = 6.£> 6 = 2 x 3.L> 6 , 

/ 4 = 0, / 6 = tg + atgt? + tf. 



8.8 Del Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 
It is generated by 



ci : [<o,*i,*2,*3] ^ [*o,*i, £3*2,^3], 
(T 2 : ^05*15*2,^3] !-» [*o> ^3*1 5*2,43], 

CT3 : [*0,*1,*2,*3] l— > [*l,iO)*2,*3J- 

They satisfy er 3 • (T 2 • cr^ 1 = a 2 x a\. 

(iv) G" = 3 x D 12 ,G = 6.D 12 , 

/ 4 = o, / 6 = *§ + t5. 

It is generated by 

(Ti : [io,*i,*2,*3] l— » [*o, *1, £ 3*2, £3], 
(T 2 : [*o,*i,*2,*3] l— * [*o, e6*i)*2)*3]) 
03 : [^0,^1,^2,^3] l— > [*1,*0)*2,*3]- 

We have (J3 • 02 • er^ 1 = o- 2 ^ 1 o'i. 

(v) G" = 3 x 64, G = 3 x 2.64, 

.A = 0, /6 = toii(*o — *i)j 



«8 











-1 

e 8 










-1 












< T 1= \ n n _1 n > CT 2 



'0 1 0\ 
10 
0-10 

v0 




0-4 = 



'1 ON 

10 

e 3 

v 1/ 



The following Table gives a list of the full automorphism groups of 
Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 . 
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Type 


Order 


Structure 




/■« 
J u 


j 


144 


3 X (T : 2) 


o 


t f 'lV ( 'Q 


II 


72 


3 V 9Dn 


o 


Cq -t- 


III 


36 


6 x _Dg 


o 


t**'o''2 T l"i 


IV 


30 


30 


o 


/nl7 5 4- t 5 ) 


y 


24 


T 


n(t 4 4- 9,/^/- 2 /- 2 4- f 4 "! 
V ^ v ° 1 '1/ 


<7 4 _ + 4> l 


VI 


24 






t + ^ 


VII 


24 


2 x 12 




t 6 


VIII 


20 


20 


t 4 




IX 


16 


J- 7 16 




fnfi (t 4 4- f 4> ) 
t f 'l V^O ' 1/ 


X 


12 


£>12 


f 2 f 2 


+ atgt? + *5 


XI 


12 


2x6 







XII 


12 


2x6 




aig + 


XIII 


10 


10 


l 


t (atg+t?) 


XIV 


8 


Qs 


+ if + atf/f 


W ti(t 4 -t 4 ) 


XV 


8 


2x4 


at 4 + t\ 




XVI 


8 


As 


4+t 4 + atlt{ 


t ti(b(<o+tt) + ct; i ) ^) 


XVII 


6 


6 





/e(to,ti) 


XVIII 


6 


6 


t {at3 + btf) 




XIX 


4 


4 


92 (ig,*i 


to*i/ 2 (tg,t?) 


XX 


4 


2 2 


92 (tg,^ 


93(*g,tD 


XXI 


2 


2 


/4(t ,tl) 


/e(to,ti) 



Table 8.14 Groups of automorphisms of del Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 



The parameters here satisfy some conditions in order the different tips do 
not overlap. 



Exercises 

8.1 Show that a del Pezzo surface of degree 8 in P 8 isomorphic to a quadric is pro- 
jectively isomorphic to the image of P 2 defined by the linear system of plane quartic 
curves with two fixed double points. 

8.2 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 6. Show that its anticanonical model is 
isomorphic to a hyperplane section of the Segre variety 51,1,1 (P 1 x P 1 x P 1 ) in P 7 . 

8.3 Show that a general point in P 6 is contained in three secants of a del Pezzo surface 
of degree 6. 

8.4 Prove that a del Pezzo surface of degree 6 in P 6 has the property that all hypetplanes 
intersecting the surface along a curve with a singular point of multiplicity > 3 have a 
common point in P 6 . According to [574] this distinguishes this surface among all other 
smooth projections of the Veronese surface V 2 C P 9 to P 6 (see [581]). 

8.5 Describe all weak del Pezzo surfaces which are toric varieties (i.e. contain an open 
Zariski subset isomorphic to the torus (C*) 2 such that each translation of the torus 
extends to an automorphism of the surface). 
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8.6 Show that a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 embeds into P 1 x P 2 as a hypersurface 
of bidegree (1,2). 

8.7 Show that a canonical curve of genus 6 in P 5 lies on a unique del Pezzo quintic 
surface [29], [530]. 

8.8 Consider a nonsingular del Pezzo surface S of degree 5 in P 5 as the variety of lines 
intersecting five planes spanning a 3-dimensional space in the Pliicker space. Prove that 
the pencil of hyperplanes through each of the planes cuts out on S a pencil of conies. 

8.9 Show that the Petersen graph of ten lines on a del Pezzo quintic surface contains 12 
pentagons and each pentagon represents five lines contained in a hyperplane. 

8.10 Show that the union of tangent planes to a nonsingular del Pezzo surface S of 
degree d > 5 in P d not isomorphic to a quadric is a hypersurface of degree 4(d — 3) 
which is singular along S with multiplicity 4 [203], [21], vol. 6, p. 275. 

8.11 Show that the quotient of a nonsingular quadric by an involution with four isolated 
fixed points is isomorphic to a quartic del Pezzo surface with four nodes. 

8.12 A Dupont cyclide surface is a quartic cyclide surface with 4 isolated singular 
points. Find an equation of such a surface. 

8.13 Let S be a del Pezzo surface of degree 4 obtained by blowing up five points in the 
plane. Show that there exists a projective isomorphism from the conic containing the 
five points and the pencil of quadrics whose base locus is an anticanonical model of S 
such that the points are sent to singular quadrics. 

8.14 Show that the Wiman pencil of 4-nodal plane sextics contains two 10-nodal ratio- 
nal curves [202]. 

8.15 Show that the linear system of quadrics in P 3 with 8 — d base points in general 
position maps P 3 onto a 3-fold in P d+1 of degree d. Show that a del Pezzo surface of 
degree d < 8 in ¥ d is projectively equivalent to a hyperplane section of this threefold. 

8.16 Show that the projection of a del Pezzo surface of degree d in P d from a general 
point in the space is a surface of degree d in P d_1 with the double curve of degree 
d(d - 3)/2. 

8.17 Compute the number of ( — l)-curves on a weak del Pezzo surfaces of degree 1 or 
2. 

8.18 Let X be a Bordiga surface obtained by the blow-up of ten general points in the 
plane and embedded in P 4 by the linear system of quartic curves passing through the 
ten points. Show that X is a OADP surface. 

8.19 Let X be a rational elliptic surface. Show that any pair of two disjoint sections 
defines an involution on X whose fixed locus is a nonsingular curve of genus 3 and the 
quotient by the involution is isomorphic to the ruled surface Fi. 

Historical Notes 

As the name suggests, P. del Pezzo was the first who laid the foundation of 
the theory. In his paper of 1887 [161] he proves that a non-ruled nondegener- 
ate surface of degree d in ¥ d can be birationally projected to a cubic surface 
in P 3 from d — 3 general points on it. He showed that the images of the tan- 
gent planes at the points are skew lines on the cubic surface and deduced from 
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this that d < 9. He also gave a blow-up model of del Pezzo surfaces of de- 
gree d > 3, found the number of lines and studied some singular surfaces. 
A realization of a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 as the variety of planes in 
P 4 intersecting five planes is due to C. Segre [518]. He called the five planes 
the associated planes. The quartic cyclides in P 3 with a nodal conic were first 
studied in 1864 by G. Darboux [151] and M. Moutard [393] and a year later 
by E. Kummer [350]. The detailed exposition of Darboux's work can be found 
in [153], [154]. Some special types of these surfaces were considered much 
earlier by Ch. Dupin [192]. Kummer was the first to observe the existence of 
five quadratic cones whose tangent planes cut out two conies on the surface 
(the Kummer cones). They correspond to the five singular quadrics in the pen- 
cil defining the corresponding quartic surface in P 4 . A. Clebsch finds a plane 
representation of a quartic cyclide by considering a web of cubics through 
five points in the plane [109]. He also finds in this way the configuration of 16 
lines previously discovered by Darboux and proves that the Galois group of the 
equation for the 16 lines is isomorphic to 2 4 x 65. An 'epoch-making mem- 
oir' (see [524], p. 141) of C. Segre [515] finishes the classification of quartic 
cyclides by considering them as projections of a quartic surface in P 4 . Jessop's 
book [319] contains a good exposition of the theory of singular quartic surfaces 
including cyclides. At the same time Segre classified the anticanonical models 
of singular del Pezzo surfaces of degree 4 in terms of the pencil of quadrics 
they are defined by. The Segre symbol describing a pencil of quadratic forms 
was introduced earlier by A. Weiler [595]. The theory of canonical forms of 
pencils of quadrics was developed by K. Weierstrass [594] based an earlier 
work of J. Sylvester [551]. J. Steiner was probably the first who related seven 
points in the plane with curves of genus 3 by proving that the locus of singular 
points of the net of cubic curves is a plane sextic with nodes at the seven points 
[541]. A. Clebsch should be considered as a founder of the theory of del Pezzo 
surfaces of degree 2. In his memoir [1 12] on rational double planes he consid- 
ers a special case of double planes branched along a plane quartic curve. He 
shows that the preimages of lines are cubic curves passing through a fixed set 
of seven points. He identifies the branch curve with the Steiner sextic and re- 
lates the Aronhold set of seven bi tangents with the seven base points. Although 
C. Geiser was the first to discover the involution defined by the double cover, 
he failed to see the double plane construction. 

E. Bertini, in [40], while describing his birational involution of the plane, 
proves that the linear system of curves of degree 6 with eight double base 
points has the property that any curve from the linear system passing through 
a general point x must also pass through a unique point x' (which are in the 
Bertini involution). He mentions that the same result was proved independently 
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by L. Cremona. This can be interpreted by saying that the linear system defines 
a rational map of degree 2 onto a quadric surface. Bertini also shows that the 
set of fixed points of the involution is a curve of degree 9 with triple points at 
the base points. 

The classification of double singular points on algebraic surfaces in P 3 started 
from the work of G. Salmon [483] who introduced the following notation Ci 
for an ordinary node, Bk for binode (the tangent cone is the union of two dif- 
ferent planes), which depend on how the intersection of the planes intersect 
the surface, and unode Uk with the tangent cone being a double plane. The 
indices here indicates the difference k between the degree of the dual surface 
and the dual of the nonsingular surface of the same degree. This nomenclature 
can be applied to surfaces in spaces of arbitrary dimension if the singularity is 
locally isomorphic to the above singularities. For del Pezzo surfaces the defect 
k cannot exceed 8 and all corresponding singularities must be rational double 
points of types A\ = C%, A^-i = = Uk, k = 6, 7, Eq = {/§■ Much 

later, P. Du Val [195] characterized these singularities as ones which do not 
affect the conditions on adjunctions, the conditions which can be applied to 
any normal surface. He showed that each RDP is locally isomorphic to either a 
node C*2, or binode B^, or unode Uk, or other unodes U£ = E 6 ,Uq = E 7 and 
U* = Eg (he renamed U% with f/g ). A modern treatment of RDP singularities 
was given by M. Artin [16]. 

In the same series of papers, P. Du Val classifies all possible singularities 
of anticanonical models of weak del Pezzo surfaces of any degree and relates 
them to Coxeter's classification of finite reflection groups. The relationship of 
this classification to the study of the singular fibres of a versal deformation 
of a simple elliptic singularities was found by J. Merindol [382], H. Pinkham 
[437], [579], andE. Looijenga (unpublished). 

In a fundamental paper by G. Timms [563] one can find a detailed study of 
the hierarchy of del Pezzo surfaces obtained by projections from a Veronese 
surface of degree 9. In this way he finds all possible configurations of lines and 
singularities. Possible projections of a nonsingular del Pezzo surface from a 
point outside the surface were studied by H. Baker [21], vol. 6, p. 275. 

The Weyl group W^(Ee) and VK(E7) as the Galois group of 27 lines on a cu- 
bic surface and the group of 28 bitangents on a plane quartic were first studied 
by C. Jordan [321]. These groups are discussed in many classical text-books on 
algebra (e.g. [593], B. II). S. Kantor [326] realized the Weyl groups W(E n ) 
as groups of linear transformations preserving a quadratic form of signature 
(l,n) and a linear form. A Coble [116], Part II, was the first who showed 
that the group is generated by the group of permutations and one additional 
involution. So we should credit him with the discovery of the Weyl groups 
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as reflection groups. Apparently independently of Coble, this fact was redis- 
covered by P. Du Val [194]. We refer to [52] for the history of Weyl groups, 
reflection groups and root systems. These parallel directions of study of Weyl 
groups have been reconciled only recently. 

The Gosset poly topes were discovered in 1900 by T. Gosset [256]. The no- 
tation n2i belongs to him. They were later rediscovered by E. Elte and H. S. M. 
Coxeter (see [136]) but only Coxeter realized that their groups of symmetries 
are reflection groups. The relationship between the Gosset polytopes wn and 
curves on del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 — n was found by Du Val [194]. In 
the case of n — 2, it goes back to [499]. The fundamental paper of Du Val is 
the origin of a modern approach to the study of del Pezzo surfaces by means 
of root systems of finite-dimensional Lie algebras [162], [375]. 

We refer to modern texts on del Pezzo surfaces [524], [375], [162], [343]. 



9 

Cubic surfaces 



9.1 Lines on a nonsingular cubic surface 

9.1.1 More about the Eg-lattice 

Let us study the lattice J 1 ' 6 and its sublattice Eg in more details. 

Definition 9.1.1 A sixer in I 1 ' 6 is a set of six mutually orthogonal exceptional 
vectors in I 1,6 . 

An example of a sixer is the set {ei, . . . , eg}. 

Lemma 9.1.2 Let {vi, . . . , vq} be a sixer. Then there exists a unique root a 
such that 

(«i,a) = l, £ = 1,...,6. 
Moreover, [w\, . . . , w§) = (r a (vi), . . . , r a (ve)) is a sixer satisfying 

(Vi,Wj) = 1 - Sij. 
The root associated to (u>i, . . . , Wq) is equal to —a. 

Proof The uniqueness is obvious since v%, . . . ,Ve are linearly independent, 
so no vector is orthogonal to all of them. Let 

1 1 K 

v = -(-ka + vi + ■ ■ ■ + v 6 ) € M ' . 

Let us show that vo € I 1 ' 6 . Since 7 1 ' 6 is a unimodular lattice, it suffices to 
show that (vq, v) is an integer for all v £ J 1 ' 6 . Consider the sublattice N of J 1,6 
spanned by Vi, . .. ,vq,\l§. We have (va,Vi) = 0,i > 0, and (w ,k 6 ) = —3. 
Thus (vo, J 1 ' 6 ) C 3Z. By computing the discriminant of N, we find that it is 
equal to 9. By Lemma 8.2. 1 N is a sublattice of index 3 of I Hence for any 
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x e I 1 ' 6 we have 3a; e N. This shows that 

(uo,ar) = ^(v ,3x) e Z. 

Now let us set 

a = 2«o — fi — • • • — vq. (9.1) 

We check that a is a root, and (a, Vi) = 1, i = 1, . . . , 6. 

Since r Q preserves the symmetric bilinear form, {wi, . . . , w 6 } is a sixer. We 
have 

(vi,Wj) = (vi,r a (vj)) = (v it Vj + (vj,a)a) = (vi,Vj) + (vi,a)(vj,a) 
= (vi,Vj) + 1 = 1- 5ij. 

Finally, we check that 

{r a {vi), -a) = (rl(vi), -r a (a)) = = 1. 

□ 

The two sixes with opposite associated roots form a double-six of excep- 
tional vectors. 

We recall the list of exceptional vectors in E 6 in terms of the standard or- 
thonormal basis in I 1 ' 6 . 

aj=e j; i = 1, ... ,6; (9.2) 

bi=2e -ei e 6 +e i; i = l,...,6; (9.3) 

Cij =e -ei-ej, 1 < i < j < 6. (9.4) 

Theorem 9.1.3 The following is the list of 36 double-sixes with correspond- 
ing associated roots. 
1 of type D 

ai 
bi 

15 of type Dij 

ai 

20 of type D ijk 
a 4 

Cjk 



a 2 a 3 a 4 a 5 a 6 c* max 
b 2 b 3 b 4 b 5 b 6 -a max ' 



b i ^jk ; Cj m Cjn Ot ij 



^ik Cij t> n t); b m Qtijk 
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All 



Here a ma x is the maximal root of the root system a\, . . . , cxe equal to 2eo — 
ei — • • • — eg. The reflection with respect to the associated root interchanges 
the rows, preserving the order. 

Proof We have constructed a map from the set of sixes (resp. double-sixes) 
to the set of roots (resp. pairs of opposite roots). Let us show that no two sixes 
{v\, . . . ,vq} and {w\, . . . ,wq} can define the same root. Since w\, . . . , wq,\s.s 
span a sublattice of finite index in I 1 ' 6 , we can write 



3=1 

with some aj G Q. Assume that ^ wj for all j. Taking the inner product of 
both sides with a, we get 



Taking the inner product with —kg, we get 1 = ai + • • • + ae — 3ao, hence 
ao = 0. Taking the inner product with Wj, we obtain —aj = (Uj, wf). Applying 
Proposition 8.2.21, we get aj < — 1. This contradicts (9.6). Thus each Vi is 
equal to some Wj . 

The verification of the last assertion is straightforward. 



Proposition 9.1.4 The group W(E 6 ) acts transitively on sixes and double- 
sixes. The stabilizer subgroup of a sixer ( resp. double-six) is of order 6! (2-6!). 

Proof We know that the Weyl group VF(Ejv) acts transitively on the set of 
roots and the number of sixes is equal to the number of roots. This shows that 
all sixes form one orbit. The stabilizer subgroup of the sixer (ai, . . . , a^) (and 
hence of a root) is the group &q. The stabilizer of the double-six D is the 
subgroup (&e, s O0 ) of order 2.6!. □ 

One can check that two different double-sixes can share either four or six 
exceptional vectors. More precisely, we have 



6 




(9.5) 



1 = a + • • • + a 6 . 



(9.6) 



□ 



#d n D. 



4, #D n Aife = 6, 



# Aj n d u 



( 



4 if#{i,j}n{M} = o, 

6 otherwise; 



#D i:i n D kl 




4 if#{i,j}n{M,m} = 0,2, 
6 otherwise; 
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„ n nn U if#{i,j}n{k,l} = i, 

\& otherwise. 

A pair of double-sixes is called a syzygetic duad (resp. azygetic duad) if they 
have four (resp. six) exceptional vectors in common. 
The next Lemma is an easy computation. 

Lemma 9.1.5 Two double-sixes with associated roots a, [3 form a syzygetic 
duad if and only if (a, [3) € 2Z. 

This can be interpreted as follows. Consider the vector space 

V = E 6 /2E 6 = ¥ 6 2 (9.7) 

equipped with the quadratic form 

q(x + 2E 6 ) = \(x,x) mod 2. 

Notice that the lattice Eg is an even lattice. So, the definition makes sense. The 
associated symmetric bilinear form is the symplectic form 

+ 2E 6 ,y + 2E 6 ) = (x,y) mod 2. 

Each pair of opposite roots ±a defines a vector v in V with q(v) = 1. It 
is easy to see that the quadratic form q has Arf-invariant equal to 1 and hence 
vanishes on 28 vectors. The remaining 36 vectors correspond to 36 pairs of 
opposite roots or, equivalently, double-sixes. 

Note that we have a natural homomorphism of groups 

W(E 6 ) £* 0(6,F 2 )- (9.8) 

obtained from the action of VK(E6) on V. It is an isomorphism. This is checked 
by verifying that the automorphism v —v of the lattice E 6 does not belong 
to the Weyl group W and then comparing the known orders of the groups. 

It follows from the above that a syzygetic pair of double-sixes corresponds 
to orthogonal vectors v, w. Since q(v + w) = q(v) + q(w) + (v , w) = 0, we see 
that each nonzero vector in the isotropic plane spanned by v, w comes from a 
double-six. 

A triple of pairwise syzygetic double-sixes is called a syzygetic triad of 
double-sixes. They span an isotropic plane. Similarly, we see that a pair of 
azygetic double-sixes spans a non-isotropic plane in V with three nonzero vec- 
tors corresponding to a triple of double-sixes which are pairwise azygetic. It is 
called an azygetic triad of double-sixes. 

We say that three azygetic triads form a Steiner complex of triads of double- 
sixes if the corresponding planes in V are mutually orthogonal. It is easy to see 
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that an azygetic triad contains 1 8 exceptional vectors and thus defines a set of 
nine exceptional (the omitted ones). The set of 27 exceptional vectors omitted 
from three triads in a Steiner complex is equal to the set of 27 exceptional 
vectors in the lattice I 1 ' 6 . There are 40 Steiner complexes of triads: 
10 of type 

^ijk^lmn — \D , Dijk? Dlmn) , (Dij , Dik , ^jk) , (Z); m , D[ n: Z) mn ) , 

30 of type 

Theorem 9.1.6 The Weyl group W(Eq) acts transitively on the set of triads 
of azygetic double-sixes with stabilizer subgroup isomorphic to the group S3 x 
(S3 I ©2) of order 432. It also acts transitively on Steiner complexes of triads 
of double-sixes. A stabilizer subgroup is a maximal subgroup ofWiE^) of 
order 1296 isomorphic to the wreath product S3 I S3. 

Proof We know that a triad of azygetic double-sixes corresponds to a pair 
of roots (up to replacing the root with its negative) a, f3 with (a, (3) — ±1. 
This pair spans a root sublattice Q of Eg of type A 2 . Fix a root basis. Since 
the Weyl group acts transitively on the set of roots, we find w £ W such that 
w(a) = o max . Since (w(f3) , a max ) = ((3, a) = 1, we see that w{[3) = 
±otijk for some i,j,k. Applying elements from 66, we may assume that 
w((3) = — 0:123- Obviously, the roots 012,0:2350:45,0:56 are orthogonal to 
w(a) and w(f3). These roots span a root sublattice of type 2A2. Thus we ob- 
tain that the orthogonal complement of Q in E6 contains a sublattice of type 
2^2 -L ^2- Since |disc( A2) | = 3, it follows easily from Lemma 8.2.1 that Q- 1 
is a root lattice of type A2 + A2 (2A2, for short). Obviously, any automorphism 
Wthe two roots a, (3 invariant leaves invariant the sublattice Q and its orthog- 
onal complement Q- 1 . Thus the stabilizer contains a subgroup isomorphic to 
W(A 2 ) x W(A 2 ) x W(A 2 ) and the permutation of order 2 which switches 
the two copies of A 2 in Q- 1 . Since ^(^2) — S3 we obtain that a stabilizer 
subgroup contains a subgroup of order 2 • 6 3 = 432. Since its index is equal to 
120, it must coincide with the stabilizer group. 

It follows from the above that a Steiner complex corresponds to a root sub- 
lattice of type 3^2 contained in E6. The group ^(^2) ; S3 of order 3 • 432 is 
contained in the stabilizer. Since its index is equal to 40, it coincides with the 
stabilizer. □ 

Remark 9.1.7 The notions of syzygetic (azygetic) pairs, triads and a Steiner 
complex of triads of double-sixes is analogous to the notions of syzygetic 
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(azygetic) pairs, triads, and a Steiner complex of bitangents of a plane quar- 
tic (see Chapter 6). In both cases we deal with a 6-dimensional quadratic space 
F|. However, they have different Arf invariants. 

A triple v\, V2, i>3 of exceptional vectors is called a tritangent trio if 

Vi + v 2 + v 3 = k 6 . 

If we view exceptional vectors as cosets in / 1,6 /Zk6, this is equivalent to say- 
ing that the cosets add up to zero. 
It is easy to list all tritangent trios. 

Lemma 9.1.8 There are 45 tritangent trios: 
30 of type 

B.i , bj , Cij , i j= j i 

15 of type 

Cij,Cfcj,c mn , {i,j} U {k,l} U {m,n} = {1,2,3,4,5,6}. 

Theorem 9.1.9 The Weyl group acts transitively on the set of tritangent trios. 

Proof We know that the permutation subgroup of the Weyl group acts on 
tritangent trios by permuting the indices. Thus it acts transitively on the set of 
tritangent trios of the same type. Now consider the reflection w with respect to 
the root a 123- We have 

r ai23 (ai) = ei + c*i 23 = e - e 3 - e 4 = c 34 , 

^a 123 (b2) = (2e - ei - e 3 - e 4 - e 5 - e 6 ) - c*i 23 = e - e 5 - e 6 = c 56 , 
?"ai2 3 ( c i2) = e - ei - e 2 = c i2 . 

Thus w(ai, b 2 , C12) = (C34, C56, ci 2 ). This proves the assertion. □ 

Remark 9.1.10 The stabilizer subgroup of a tritangent trio is a maximal sub- 
group of W(Ee) of index 45 isomorphic to the Weyl group of the root system 
of type F4. 

Let III = {vi,V2, w 3 } and n 2 = {wi, W2, w 3 } be two tritangent trios with 
no common elements. We have 

(v^ wi + w 2 + w 3 ) = -(Vi, k 6 ) = 1 

and, by Proposition 8.2.21, (iij, Wj) > 0. This implies that there exists a unique 
j such that (vi,Wj) = 1. After reordering, we may assume j = i. Let m = 
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— k(j — Vi — Wi. Since uf = — 1, (ui, fc 6 ) = — 1, the vector m is an exceptional 
vector. Since 



3 3 3 

Wi 

=1 i=l i=l 



Ml + u 2 + u 3 = ^(-&6 - u» - Wi) = ~3fc 6 - ^2 Vj - ^2 '> 







Cij 






(I) b k 


Cjk 




(//) c, n 




^ik 


at 


b, 







we get a new tritangent trio n 3 = 112, 113). The union II 1 U n 2 U II3 
contains nine lines Vi, Wi, Ui,i = 1,2, 3. There is a unique triple of tritangent 
trios that consists of the same nine lines. It is formed by tritangent trios 11^ = 
(vi,Wi,Ui),i = 1, 2, 3. Any pair of triples of tritangent trios that consists of the 
same set of nine lines is obtained in this way. Such a pair of triples of tritangent 
trios is called a pair of conjugate triads of tritangent trios. 
We can list all conjugate pairs of triads of tritangent trios: 

3.i bj Cij 

{III) b fc a z c kt . 

^ik Cjl *- mn 

(9.9) 

Here a triad is represented by the columns of the matrix and its conjugate triad 
by the rows of the same matrix. Altogether we have 20 + 10 + 90 = 120 
different triads. 

There is a bijection from the set of pairs of conjugate triads to the set of 
azygetic triads of double-sixes. The 18 exceptional vectors contained in the 
union of the latter is the complementary set of the set of nine exceptional vec- 
tors defined by a triad in the pair. Here is the explicit bijection. 







Cij 


bfc 


Cjk 




Cik 


a/c 


b, 


c ij 


Ckl 


Cmn 


Cln 




Cjk 


Ckm 


c jn 


Cil 


a 4 


bj 


Cij 


bfc 


a; 


Ckl <-» 


Cik 


Cjl 





Dj Dikm Dji r , 



Dmm Djkmi ^jkn- 



Recall that the set of exceptional vectors omitted from each triad entering in a 
Steiner complex of triads of azygetic double-sixes is the set of 27 exceptional 
vectors. Thus a Steiner complex defines three pairs of conjugate triads of tri- 
tangent trios which contains all 27 exceptional vectors. We have 40 such triples 
of conjugate pairs. 



482 



Cubic surfaces 



Theorem 9.1.11 The Weyl group acts transitively on the set of 120 conjugate 
pairs of triads of tritangent trios. A stabilizer subgroup H is contained in the 
maximal subgroup of W (Eg) of index 40 realized as a stabilizer of a Steiner 
complex. The quotient group is a cyclic group of order 3. 

Proof This follows from the established bijection between pairs of conjugate 
triads and triads of azygetic double-sixes and Theorem 9.1.6. In fact it is easy 
to see directly the transitivity of the action. It is clear that the permutation 
subgroup ©6 acts transitively on the set of pairs of conjugate triads of the 
same type. Since the Weyl group acts transitively on the set of tritangent trios, 
we can send a tritangent trio (c^ , c^i , c mn ) to a tritangent trio (a; , b j , c jj ) . By 
inspection, this sends a conjugate pair of type III to a pair of conjugate triads 
of type I. Also it sends a conjugate pair of type II to type I or III. Thus all pairs 
are W -equivalent. □ 

Remark 9.1.12 Note that each monomial entering into the expression of the 
determinant of the matrix (9.9) expressing a conjugate pair of triads represents 
three orthogonal exceptional vectors. If we take only monomials corresponding 
to even (resp. odd) permutations we get a partition of the set of nine exceptional 
vectors into the union of three triples of orthogonal exceptional vectors such 
that each exceptional vector from one triple has a nonzero intersection with 
two exceptional vectors from any other triple. 



9.1.2 Lines and tritangent planes 

Let S be an nonsingular cubic surface in P 3 . Fix a geometric marking <fi '■ 
I 1 ' 6 — > Pic(S'). We can transfer all the notions and the statements from the 
previous Subsection to the Picard lattice Pic(5). The image of an exceptional 
vector is the divisor class of a line on S. So, we will identify exceptional vec- 
tors with lines on S. We have 27 lines. A tritangent trio of exceptional vectors 
defines a set of three coplanar lines. The plane containing them is called a 
tritangent plane. We have 45 tritangent planes. 

Thus we have 72 sixes of lines, 36 double-sixes and 40 Steiner complexes 
of triads of double-sixes. If eo, ei, . . . , define a geometric marking, then we 
can identify the divisor classes with the exceptional curves of the blow-up 
S — > P 2 of six points x±, . . . ,xq in general position. They correspond to the 
exceptional vectors a^. We identify the proper transforms of the conic through 
the six points excluding the Xi with the exceptional vector b,. Finally, we iden- 
tify the line through the points Xi and Xj with the exceptional vector . Under 
the geometric marking the Weyl group W(Ee) becomes isomorphic to the in- 
dex 2 subgroup of the isometry group of Pic(S') leaving the canonical class 
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invariant (see Corollary 8.2.16). It acts transitively on the set of lines, sixes, 
double-sixes, tritangent planes, and on the set of conjugate pairs of triples of 
tritangent planes. 

An elementary geometric proof of the fact that any nonsingular cubic sur- 
face contains 27 lines can be found in [455]. The first proof of A. Cay ley 
applies only to general nonsingular cubic surfaces. For completeness sake, let 
us reproduce the original proof of Cayley [74]. 

Theorem 9.1.13 A general nonsingular cubic surface contains 27 lines and 
45 tritangent planes. 

Proof First of all, let us show that any cubic surface contains a line. Consider 
the incidence variety 

X = {(S,£) £ |C P3 (3)| xG:<cS}. 

The assertion follows if we show that the first projection is surjective. It is 
easy to see that the fibres of the second projections are linear subspaces of 
codimension 4. Thus dimX = 4 + 15 = 19 = dim |Cp3 (3) |. To show the 
surjectivity of the first projection, it is enough to find a cubic surface with only 
finitely many lines on it. Let us consider the surface S given by the equation 

il^2^3 — ^0 = 0. 

Suppose a line I lies on S. Let [ao, a 1; a 2 , a 3 ] £ t. If ao ^ 0, then a^ 7^ 0, i ^ 
0. On the other hand, every line hits the planes i ; = 0. This shows that I is 
contained in the plane t = 0. But there are only three lines on S contained in 
this plane: ti = t = 0, i = 1,2 and 3. Therefore S contains only three lines. 
This proves the first assertion. 

We already know that every cubic surface S = V(f) has at least one line. 
Pick up such a line £ . Without loss of generality, we may assume that it is 
given by the equation: 

i a = *s = 0. 

Thus 

f = t 2 qo(to,t 1 ,t2,t 3 ) +t 3 q 1 (to,t 1 ,t 2 ,t3) =0, (9.10) 

where qo and qi are quadratic forms. The pencil of planes n>. M = V(Xt2— ^3) 
through the line £q cuts out a pencil of conies on S. The equation of the conic 
in the plane IIa^ is 

A 00 (X, fi)t 2 Q + An (A, + A 22 (A, n)t 2 2 + 



2Aqi{\, fi)t ti +2Ai 2 (A,At)iii 2 + 2A 02 (X, n)t t 2 = 0, 
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where A oa , An, Aq\ are binary forms of degree 1, A 02 ,Ai2 are binary forms 
of degree 2 and A22 is a binary form of degree 3. The discriminant equation of 
this conic is equal to 



A o 


A i 


A Q2 




A i 


An 


Al2 


= 


A 2 


Al2 


A 22 





This is a homogeneous equation of degree 5 in variables A, \i. Thus we ex- 
pect five roots of this equation which gives us five reducible conies. This is 
the tricky point because we do not know whether the equation has five dis- 
tinct roots. First, we can exhibit a nonsingular cubic surface and a line on it 
and check that the equation indeed has five distinct roots. For example, let us 
consider the cubic surface 

2*0*1*2 + H{t\ + tj + 4 + t\) = 0. 

The equation becomes A(A 4 — /i 4 ) = 0. It has five distinct roots. This implies 
that, for general nonsingular cubic surface, we have five reducible residual 
conies. Note that no conic is a double line since otherwise the cubic surface is 
singular. 

Thus each solution of the quintic equation defines a tritangent plane IT of 
S consisting of three lines, one of them is £ - Thus we found 11 lines on X: 
the line £q and five pairs of lines £i,l\ lying in the plane IT. Pick up some 
plane, say IIi. We have 3 lines £q, £\, £2 in IIi. Replacing £q by £\, and then by 
£2, and repeating the construction, we obtain four planes through £\ and four 
planes through £ 2 not containing £ a and each containing a pair of additional 
lines. Altogether we found 3 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 27 lines on S. To see that all lines 
are accounted for, we observe that any line intersecting either £ , or £ x , or £ 2 
lies in one of the planes we have considered before. So it has been accounted 
for. Now let £ be any line. We find a plane II through £ that contains three 
lines £, £' and £" on 5*. This plane intersects the plane containing £,q £\, and £\ 
along a line. This line intersects S at some point on £ and on one of the lines 
£o,£i,£'i. Thus £ intersects one of the lines £o,£i ,£\ and has been accounted 
for. 

It remains for us to count tritangent planes. Each line belongs to five tri- 
tangent planes, each tritangent plane contains three lines. This easily gives the 
number of tritangent planes as being equal to 45. □ 

Remark 9.1.14 Reid's extension of Cayley's proof to any nonsingular sur- 
face uses some explicit computations. Instead, we may use that the number of 
singular conies in the pencil of conies residual to a line determines the topo- 
logical Euler-Poincare characteristic of the surface. Using the additivity of the 
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Euler-Poincare characteristic of a CW-complex, we obtain the formula 

X (X) = x(B) X (F) + Y,M F b) - X(F)), (9.11) 

beB 

where / : X — > B is any regular map of an algebraic variety onto a curve 
B with general fiber F and fibres Ff, over points b E B. In our case x{B) — 
x(F) = 2 and x(Fb) = 3 for a singular fibre. This gives = 4 + s, 

where s is the number of singular conies. Since any two nonsingular surfaces 
are homeomorphic (they are parameterized by an open subset of a projective 
space), we obtain that s is the same for all nonsingular surfaces. We know that 
s = 5 for the example in above, hence s = 5 for all nonsingular surfaces. Also 
we obtain x(5) = 9, which of course agrees with the fact that S is the blow-up 
of six points in the plane. 

The closure of the effective cone Eff(5) of a nonsingular cubic surface is 
isomorphic to the Gosset polytope £g = 221. It has 72 facets corresponding 
to sixes and 27 faces corresponding to conic bundles on S. In a geometric 
basis eo,ei, . . . ,bq they are expressed by the linear systems of types \eo — 
ei | , |2eo — ei — e2 — e 3 — e±\, |3eo — 2ei — e 2 — • • • — e 6 |. The center of 
Eff(S) is equal to O = —\K$ — (ex + • ■ ■ + 627) /27, where a, . . . , e<n are 
the divisor classes of lines. A double-six represents two opposite facets whose 
centers lie on a line passing through O. In fact, if we consider the double-six 
(ei,e- = 2e - ei e 6 + ej),i = 1, ... ,6, then 

»=1 i=l 

The line joining the opposite face is perpendicular to the facets. It is spanned by 
the root corresponding to the double-six. The three lines e,, ej, in a tritan- 
gent plane add up to —Ks- This can be interpreted by saying that the center of 
the triangle with vertices e 2 ;, ej, is equal to the center O. This easily implies 
that the three lines joining the center O with e^, ej, ej~ are coplanar. 

Remark 9.1.15 Let a^fo^Cy denotes the set of 27 lines on a nonsingular 
cubic surface. Consider them as 27 unknowns. Let F be the cubic form in 27 
variables equal to the sum of 45 monomials a,ibjCij,CijCkic mn corresponding 
to tritangent planes. It was shown by E. Cartan that the group of projective 
automorphisms of the cubic hypersurface V(F) in P 26 is isomorphic to the 
simple complex Lie group of type Eg. We refer to [369] for integer models of 
this cubic. 
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9.1.3 Schur's quadrics 

There are 36 double-sixes of lines on a nonsingular cubic surface S corre- 
sponding to 36 double-sixes of exceptional vectors in I 1 ' 6 . Let (li, . . . ,£q), 
(£[,..., £' 6 ) be one of them. Choose a geometric marking <j> : J 1 ' 6 — > Pic(S) 
such that <fi(ei) = ej = [ti],i = 1, . . . ,6. Then the linear system |eo| defines a 
birational map m : S — > iP 2 = |e | v which blows down the lines li to points 
Xi, . . . , xq. The class of the line £[ is equal to 2eo — (ei + ■ ■ ■ + e^) + e%. Its 
image in the plane iP 2 is the conic d passing through all pj except p,. Let 
(f>' : I 1 ' 6 — » Pic(S) be the geometric marking such that <f>'(ei) = £\. It is ob- 
tained from by composing 4> with the reflection s = s Qmax G 0(I 16 ). We 
have 

e„ = s(e ) = e + 2(2e - ei e 6 ) = 5e - 2ei 2e 6 . 

The linear system \e' \ defines a birational map n' : S — > 2P 2 = l e ol V which 
blows down the lines ^ to points x J in 2 P 2 - The Cremona transformation 

T = 7r 2 o7rf 1 : iP 1 — > 2 P 2 

is the symmetric Cremona transformation of degree 5. It is given by the homa- 
loidal linear system \I% lt ... tX6 {5)\- The P-locus of T consists of the union of 
the conies d. Note that the ordered sets of points (x\, . . . , xq) and (x[, . . . , x' 6 ) 
are not projectively equivalent. 
Consider the map 

iP 2 x 2 P 2 - |eo| x |e' | -» |e + e' \ = | - 2K S \ S |O p s(2)| S P 9 . (9.12) 

It is isomorphic to the Segre map s 2 2 : P 2 x P 2 — > P 8 , and its image is a 
hyperplane _ff in the space of quadrics in P 3 . Let Q be the unique quadric in 
the dual space of quadrics which is apolar to H. 
The following beautiful result belongs to F. Schur. 

Theorem 9.1.16 (F. Schur) The quadric Q is nonsingular. The polar of each 
line £i with respect to the dual quadric Q v is equal to t\. The quadric Q v is 
uniquely determined by this property. 

Proof Let (£\, . . . , £q) and (£[,..., £' 6 ) form a double-six. We use the no- 
tations di,bj, Cij (resp. (aj,6^,c^-)) for lines defined by the geometric ba- 
sis (eo, . . . , e%) (resp. (e' , ... , eg)). The divisor class of the sum of six lines 

Oj, aj,c l3 and a' i; b' k ,c' ik is equal to 

e i + e j + ( e o - - ej) + 2e - (ei H h e 6 - ej) +2e - (ei -I h e 6 - e fc )+ 



(e - ej - e fe ) = 6e - 2(ei H h e 6 ) = -2K S . 
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The corresponding quadric Qijk cuts out six lines distributed into two triples 
of coplanar lines a,, a'j,Cjk and aj,a' k7 c'j k . Thus Qijk consists of the union of 
two planes and Hjk (note that k here could be equal to i). This implies 
that, considered as points in the dual space, the polar plane {H^q of 
with respect to Q contains Hjk. Let p t j be the point in the original space P 3 
which corresponds to the hyperplane (-ffij)g in the dual projective space. Then 
Hij C (Pij)gv, or, G (Hij)Qv. The inclusion e {Hjk)~Q means that 
Pij € -ffjfe. Since i?{, c e (H a b)-Q for any three indices a, 6, c, we get 

Pij e HjknHjiHHki = {aj+a' k + Cjk}Pi{aj+a' i + Cji}r\{ak + a' i + Cki}- 

The point a, n belongs to the intersection. Since no three tritangent planes 
intersect along a line, we obtain that = aj n a and, similarly, pji = n a^- . 
Now, we use that p^i e {Hji)q V and p^- e (i?jj)g V . Since aj G H i ^a! i C 
iJji, we obtain that the points and are orthogonal with respect to Q v . 
Similarly, we find that the pairs Pki,Pik and Pjk,Pjk are orthogonal. Since at 
contains Pji,Pki, and a- contains Pik,Pij, we see that the lines aj and a- are 
orthogonal with respect to Q v . 




Let us show that Q is a nondegenerate quadric. Suppose Q is degenerate, 
then its set of singular points is a non-empty linear space L . Thus, for any 
subspace L of the dual space of P 3 , the polar subspace Lq contains L . There- 
fore, all the points p^ lie in a proper subspace of P 3 . But this is obviously 
impossible, since some of these points lie on a pair of skew lines and span P 3 . 
Thus the dual quadric Q v is nonsingular and the lines £ i: i[ are orthogonal with 
respect to Q v . 

Let us show the uniqueness of Q v . Suppose we have two quadrics Qi and 
Q 2 such that (! i = (^)q.,« = 1, ... ,6. Let Q be a singular quadric in the 
pencil spanned by Qi and Q 2 . Let K be its space of singular points. Then K 
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is orthogonal to each subspace of P 3 . Hence, it is contained in l[ and 1^, Since 
these lines are skew, we get a contradiction. 

□ 

Definition 9.1.17 Let (£'i, . . . ,£'§) be a double-six of lines on a 

nonsingular cubic surface S. The unique quadric Q such that (£i)Q — £\ is 
called the Schur quadric with respect to the double-six. 

Consider the bilinear map corresponding to the pairing (9.12) 

H°(S, Os(e )) x H°(S, O s (5e -2e x 2e 6 )) 

-» H°(S,O s (-2K s )) = H t) (V 3 ,O p3 (2)). 

A choice of an equation of the dual of the Schur quadric defines a linear map 
H°(P 3 , C P 3 (2)) — > C. Composing the pairing with this map, we obtain an 
isomorphism 

H°(S,O s (5e -2ei 2e 6 )) = H°(S, O s (e )) v . 

This shows that the Schur quadric allows us to identify the plane iP 2 and 2P 2 
as the dual to each other. Under this identification, the linear system | — 2K$ — 
eo I defines an involutive Cremona transformation P 2 — - » P 2 . 

Fix six points x±,...,xq € P 2 in general positions. The linear system \6h — 
2x\ — ■ ■ ■ — 2^6 1 is equal to the preimage of the linear system of quadrics in 
P 3 = |3eo— x\ — ■ ■ ■— 1 v under the map P 2 — ■ > P 3 given by the linear system 

\3h — x\ — Xe\ - The preimage of the Schur quadric corresponding to the 

double-six (ei, . . . , eg), (e' 1: . . . , e@) is a curve of degree 6 with double points 
at Xi, . . . , xq. It is called the Schur sextic associated with six points. Note that 
it is defined uniquely by the choice of six points. The proper transform of 
the Schur sextic under the blow-up of the points is a nonsingular curve of 
arithmetic genus 4. In the anticanonical embedding, it is the intersection of the 
Schur quadric with the cubic surface. 

Proposition 9.1.18 The six double points of the Schur sextic are biflexes, i.e. 
the tangent line to each branch is tangent to the branch with multiplicity > 3. 

Proof Let Q be the Schur quadric corresponding to the Schur sextic and 
be the lines on the cubic surface S corresponding to the points x\, . . . , xq. Let 
£i n Q = {a, b} and £' i nQ= {a', b'}. We know that 

P a (Q)nQ={xeQ :aeT x (Q)}. 

Since l\ = (^)g, we have 

t'i n Q = (P a (Q) n P b (Q)) n Q = {a', b'}. 
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This implies that a' , b' S T a (Q) and hence the lines aa', ab' span T a (Q). The 
tangent plane T a (Q) contains the line £\ and hence intersects the cubic surface 
S along £' i and some conic K(a). We have 

T a (K(a)) = T a (S) n T tt (Q) = T a (Q n 5). 

Thus the conic if (a) and the curve C = Q n S are tangent at the point a. Since 
the line £^ is equal to the proper inverse transform of the conic C in P 2 passing 
through the points Xj, j ^ i, the conic K(a) is the proper inverse transform 
of some line £ in the plane passing through x.- L . The point a corresponds to the 
tangent direction at Xi defined by a branch of the Schur sextic at Xi, The fact 
that K(a) is tangent to C at a means that the line £ is tangent to the branch 
with multiplicity > 3. Since the same is true, when we replace a with b, we 
obtain that xi is a bifiex of the Schur sextic. □ 

Remark 9.1.19 A bifiex is locally given by an equation whose Taylor expan- 
sion looks like xy + xy(ax + by) + fi(x, y) -\ . This shows that one has to 

impose five conditions to get a bifiex. To get six biflexes for a curve of degree 6 
one has to satisfy 30 linear equations. The space of homogeneous polynomials 
of degree 6 in three variables has dimension 28. So, one does not expect that 
such sextics exist. 

Also observe that the set of quadrics Q such that Iq — I' for a fixed pair 
of skew lines (£, £') is a linear (projective) subspace of codimension 4 of the 
9-dimensional space of quadrics. So the existence of the Schur quadric is un- 
expected! 

I do not know whether, for a given set of six points on P 2 defining a nonsin- 
gular cubic surface, there exists a unique sextic with biflexes at these points. 
We refer to [178], where the Schur sextic is realized as the curve of jumping 
lines of the second kind of a rank 2 vector bundle on P 2 . 

Example 9.1.20 Let S be the Clebsch diagonal surface given by two equa- 
tions in P 4 : 

5 5 
i=l i=l 

It exhibits an obvious symmetry defined by permutations of the coordinates. 
Leta= |(l+v5), a' = a/5) be two roots of the equation a; 2 — x— 1 = 0. 
One checks that the skew lines 

£ : t\ + i 3 + at 2 — at 3 + t 2 + t 4 = at 2 + at 3 — i 5 = 

and 

£' : ti + t 2 + ati = ts + a'ti + <4 = a t\ + a't^ — tg = 
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lie on S. Applying to each line even permutations we obtain a double-six. The 
Schur quadric is tj = ti — 0. 

Let 7Ti : S — > iP 2 ,7T2 : S — > 2 P 2 be two birational maps defined by 
blowing down two sixes forming a double-six. We will see later in Section 
9.3.2 that there exists a 3 x 3-matrix A — (a^ ) of linear forms such that S = 
V(det A). The map %% (resp. w£) is given by the left (resp. right) kernel of A. 
In coordinates, it is given by a row (resp. column) of adj(A). The composition 
of the map tt 2 ) : S -> 1P 2 x 2 P 2 with the Segre map X P 2 x 2 P 2 -> P 8 
is given by x 1— * [adj(A)(a;)]. We immediately identify this map with the map 
(9.12). Thus the entries of adj(^4) define the quadrics in the image of this map. 
They are apolar to the dual of the Schur quadrics. 

Let x = [zo, ■ ■ ■ , Z3] be any point in P 3 . The polar quadric of S with center 
at x is given by the equation 



Dan Dan Dan 

«21 0122 «23 

«31 fl32 fl33 



+ 



an Q.12 ai3 

Da21 -Dd22 -Dd23 
031 132 a-jis 



+ 



an ai2 ai3 

021 122 CS23 

_Da3i Da32 Da^s 



where D is the linear differential operator ^ z i~§f- It is clear that the left- 
hand side this equation is a linear combination of the entries of adj(A). Thus 
all polar quadrics of S are apolar to the duals of all 36 Schur quadrics. This 
proves the following. 

Proposition 9.1.21 The duals of the 36 Schur quadrics belong to the 5- 
dimensional projective space of quadrics apolar to the 3 -dimensional linear 
system of polar quadrics of S. 

This result was first mentioned by H. Baker in [20], its proof appears in his 
book [21], Vol. 3, p. 187. In the notation of Theorem 9.1.3, let Q a is the Schur 
quadric corresponding to the double-six defined by the root a (see Theorem 
9.1.3). Any three of type Q Qmax , Qa^^Qa^e are linearly dependent. Among 
Q aij 's at most five are linearly independent ([472]). 

Remark 9.1.22 We refer to [178] for the relationship between Schur quadrics 
and rank 2 vector bundles on P 2 with odd first Chern class. The case of cubic 
surfaces corresponds to vector bundles with c\ = — 1 and c 2 = 4. For higher 
n values the Schur quadrics define some polarity relation for a configuration 
of ("J 1 ) lines and [n — 2) -dimensional subspaces in P™ defined by a White 
surface X, the blow-up of a set Z of ("J 1 ) points in the plane which do not 
lie on a curve of degree n — 1 and no n points among them are collinear 
[596]. The case n = 3 corresponds to cubic surfaces and the case n — 4 
to Bordiga surfaces. The linear system \Tz(n) \ embeds X in P". The images 
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of the exceptional curves are lines, and the images of the curves through all 
points in Z except one (for each point, there is a unique such curve) spans a 
subspace of dimension n — 3. The configuration generalizes a double-six on a 
cubic surface. The difference here is that, in the case n > 3, the polarity of the 
configuration exists only for a non-general White surface. 

9.1.4 Eckardt points 

A point of intersection of three lines in a tritangent plane is called an Eckardt 
point. As we will see later, the locus of nonsingular cubic surfaces with an 
Eckardt point is of codimension 1 in the moduli space of cubic surfaces. 

Recall that the fixed locus of an automorphism r of order 2 of P" is equal 
to the union of two subspaces of dimensions k and n — k — 1. The number k 
determines the conjugacy class of r in the group Aut(P") = PGL(n + 1). In 
the terminology of classical projective geometry, a projective automorphism 
with a hyperplane of fixed points is called a homology. A homology of order 2 
was called a harmonic homology. The isolated fixed point is the center of the 
homology. 

Proposition 9.1.23 There is a bijective correspondence between the set of 
Eckardt points on a nonsingular cubic surface S and the set of harmonic ho- 
mologies in P 3 with center in S. 

Proof Let x — l\ n I2 H £3 € S be an Eckardt point. Choose coordinates 
such that x = [1,0, 0, 0] and the equation of the tritangent plane is t\ = 0. The 
equation of S is 

^1+2*052 + 33 = 0, (9.14) 

where 32,53 are homogeneous forms in t\,t2,t%. The polar quadric P X (S) 
contains the three coplanar lines li passing through one point. This implies 
that P X (S) is the union of two planes; one of them is V(t\). Since the equation 
of P X (S) is tot\ + 32 = 0, we obtain that 52 = ti<7i(£i, £2, £3)- Making one 
more coordinate change t — > t + ffi, we reduce the equation to the form 
*o*i + 53(^1 >*2 j £3)- The intersection V(t ) n S is isomorphic to the cubic 
curve V(g 3 ). Now we define the homology 

T : [to,tl,t 2 ,t 3 ] h-* [-to,tl,*2,*3]- (9-15) 

It obviously leaves S invariant and has x as its isolated fixed point. The other 
component of the fixed locus is the cubic curve V(to) n V(S). 

Conversely, assume S admits a projective automorphism t of order 2 with 
one isolated fixed point p on S. Choose projective coordinates such that r is 
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given by formula (9.15). Then S can be given by Equation (9.14). The surface 
is invariant with respect to r if and only if g 2 = 0. The plane V(to) is the 
tritangent plane with Eckardt point [1,0, 0, 0]. □ 

It is clear that the automorphism r is defined by the projection from the 
Eckardt point x. It extends to a biregular automorphism of the blow-up it : 
S' — ► S of the point x which fixes pointwisely the exceptional curve E of 7r. 
The surface S' is a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 2. It has three disjoint 
(— 2)-curves Ri equal to the proper transforms of the lines ii containing x. 
The projection map S' — > P 2 is equal to the composition of the birational 
morphism S' — ► X which blows down the curves Ri and a finite map of 
degree 2 X — > P 2 . The surface X is an anticanonical model of S" with three 
singular points of type Ai. The branch curve of X — > P 2 is the union of a 
line and a nonsingular cubic intersecting the line trans vers ally. The line is the 
image of the exceptional curve E. 

Example 9. 1 .24 Consider a cyclic cubic surface S given by equation 

/3(*0,*l,*2)+*i = 0, 

where C — V(fs) is a nonsingular plane cubic in the plane with coordinates 
£ , t\, t 2 . Let £ be an inflection tangent of C. We can choose coordinates such 
that I = V(ti) and the tangency point is [1, 0, 0]. The equation of S becomes 

*o*i + toti9i(h,t 2 ) + hg 2 (ti, t 2 ) + t| + tj = 0. 

The preimage of the line ^ under the projection map [to,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ] t—> [to > *i j ^2] 
splits into the union of three lines with equation ii = t\ + = 0. The point 
[1,0,0,0] is an Eckardt point. Because there are nine inflection points on a 
nonsingular plane cubic, the surface contains nine Eckardt points. Note that 
the corresponding 9 tritangent planes contain all 27 lines. 

Example 9. 1 .25 Consider a cubic surface given by equations 

4 4 

£)0it? = £)*( = (), 
i=0 i=0 

where a; 7^ 0. We will see later that a general cubic surface is projectively 
equivalent to such surface (but not the cyclic one). Assume ao = a\. Then 
the point p = [1,-1,0,0,0] is an Eckardt point. In fact, the tangent plane at 
this point is to + t\ = t 2 + £3 + £4 = 0. It cuts out the surface along the 
union of three lines intersecting at the point p. Similarly, we have an Eckardt 
point whenever m = aj for some i ^ j. Thus we may have 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 or 10 
Eckardt points dependent on whether we have just two equal coefficients, or 
two pairs of equal coefficients, or three equal coefficients, or a pair and a triple 
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of equal coefficients, or four equal coefficients, or five equal coefficients. The 
other possibilities for the number of Eckardt points are nine as in the previous 
example, or 18 in the case when the surface is isomorphic to a Fermat cubic 
surface. We will prove later that no other case occurs. 

Let us prove the following, as it will be needed in the future. 

Proposition 9.1.26 Let x and y be two Eckardt points on S such that the line 
£ = xy is not contained in S. Then I intersects S in a third Eckardt point. 
Moreover, no three Eckardt points lie on a line contained in the surface. 

Proof Let r be the harmonic homology involution of S defined by the Eckardt 
point x. Then I intersects S at the point z = r(y). The points y and z are on the 
line xy. If £ is not contained in S, then it is not contained in the polar quadric 
P X (S), and hence does not intersect the 1-dimensional component F of the 
fixed locus of r. This shows that y ^ z. On the other hand, if £ is contained in 
S, then it is one of the three lines in the tritangent plane containing x. Hence it 
is tangent to S at x and intersects 5* at one additional point y on F. □ 

Proposition 9.1.27 Let xi , x 2 , x 3 be three collinear Eckardt points. Then the 
involutions Tj corresponding to these points generate a subgroup of automor- 
phisms isomorphic to 6 3 . If two Eckardt points xi,x 2 lie on a line £ C S, 
then the involutions commute, and the product fixes the line and the other line 
which contains the tangency points of three tritangent planes through £. 

Proof Suppose three Eckardt points lie on a line £. Obviously, each Tj leaves 
the line £ = x\x 2 invariant. Thus the subgroup G generated by the three invo- 
lutions leaves the line invariant and permutes three Eckardt points. This defines 
a homomorphism G — > 63 which is obviously surjective. Let g be a nontrivial 
element from the kernel. Then it leaves three points fixed, and hence leaves 
all points on the line fixed. Without loss of generality, we may assume that 
g = t x t 2 or g — t 1 t 2 t 3 . Since t\ and r 2 , and TiT 2 , t 3 act differently on I, we 
get g = 1. 

Now suppose that two Eckardt points lie on a line £ contained in the surface. 
Obviously, r, fixes both points x\ and x 2 . Since a finite automorphism group 
of P 1 fixing two points is cyclic, the product r = tit 2 is of order 2; it fixes I 
pointwise, and also fixes the line I' equal to intersection of the planes of fixed 
points of ti,t 2 . This line intersects each tritangent plane through £ at some 
point. Hence each such plane is invariant with respect to r, and the tangency 
points of the remaining three tritangent planes lie on £' . □ 

Let us project S from a point x e 5* that is not an Eckardt point. Suppose 
x does not lie on any line in S. Then the blow-up S' of S at x is a del Pezzo 
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surface of degree 2. The projection map lifts to a finite double cover of P 2 
branched along a nonsingular quartic curve B. The 27 lines, together with the 
exceptional curve E of the blow-up, map to the 28 bitangents of B. The image 
of a sixer of lines and the curve E is an Aronhold set of seven bitangents. This 
relationship between 27 lines on a cubic surface and 28 bitangents of a plane 
quartic was first discovered by C. Geiser [236] in 1860. 

If x lies on one line, S' is a weak del Pezzo surface of degree 2 with one 
(—2) -curve R. The projection map lifts to a degree map S' — > P 2 which factors 
through the blowing down map S — » X of R and a finite map of degree 2 
X — » P 2 branched over a 1 -nodal quartic curve. If a; lies on two lines, then we 
have a degree 2 map S' — > X — > P 2 , where X has two Ai -singularities, and 
the branch curve of X — > P 2 is a 2-nodal quartic. 



9.2 Singularities 

9.2.1 Non-normal cubic surfaces 

Let X be an irreducible cubic surface in P 3 . Assume that X is not normal and 
is not a cone over a singular cubic curve. Then its singular locus contains a 
1 -dimensional part C of some degree d. Let m be the multiplicity of a general 
point of C. By Bertini's Theorem, a general plane section H of X is an irre- 
ducible plane cubic that contains d singular points of multiplicity m. Since an 
irreducible plane cubic curve has only one singular point of multiplicity 2, we 
obtain that the singular locus of X is a line. 

Let us choose coordinates in such a way that C is given by the equations 
to = t% = 0. Then the equation of X must look like 

Wo + htotx + htf = 0, 

where Ij,, i = 0, 1, 2, are linear forms in to, ii, i2- This shows that the left-hand 
side contains £2 and £3 only in degree 1. Thus we can rewrite the equation in 
the form 

t2.f + t 3 g + h = 0, (9.16) 

where /, g, h are binary forms in £0 , t\, the first two of degree 2, and the third 
one of degree 3. 

Suppose /, g are proportional. Then, the equation can be rewritten in the 
form (ati + 6*2)/ + h = 0, which shows that X is a cone. A pair of non- 
proportional binary quadratic forms /, g can be reduced to the form t$ + 
t\, atQ + btf, OTtoti,atQ + t ti (corresponding to the Segre symbol (2)). After 
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making a linear change of variables t 2 , *3, we arrive at two possible equations 

htl + ht\ + (at + bh)tl + (ct + dtx)h = 0, 
£2*0*1 + *3*o + ( at o + bh)tl + (ct + dh)ti = 0. 

Replacing t 2 with t' 2 = t 2 + ato + bt\ and i 3 with t' 3 = t 3 + ct + dt\, we 
obtain two canonical forms of non-normal cubic surfaces that are not cones. 

The plane sections through the singular line of the surface define a structure 
of a scroll on the surface. 

Theorem 9.2.1 Let X be an irreducible non-normal cubic surface. Then, 
either X is a cone over an irreducible singular plane cubic, or it is projectively 
equivalent to one of the following cubic surfaces singular along a line: 

(i) t 2 t 2 + t\t 5 = 0; 

(ii) * 2 *o*i + ht 2 Q + 4 = 0. 

The two surfaces are not projectively isomorphic. 

The last assertion follows from considering the normalization X of the sur- 
face X. In both cases it is a nonsingular surface, however in (i), the preimage 
of the singular line is irreducible, but in the second case it is reducible. 

We have already seen two cubic scrolls in P 3 in Subsection 2.1.1. They are 
obtained as projections of the cubic scroll S14 in P 4 isomorphic to the rational 
minimal ruled surface Fi (a del Pezzo surface of degree 8). There are two 
possible centers of the projection: on the exceptional (— l)-curve or outside 
of this curve. Case (i) corresponds to the first possibility, and case (ii) to the 
second one. 



9.2.2 Lines and singularities 

From now on we assume that S is a normal cubic surface that is not a cone. 
Thus its singularities are rational double points, and S is a del Pezzo surface 
of degree 3. 

Let X be a minimal resolution of singularities of S. All possible Dynkin 
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curves on X can be easily found from the list of root bases in Eg. 

s 

(r = 6) E 6 , A 6 , L» 4 + A 2 ,^2A ik ,i 1 + ■ ■ ■ + i s = 6, 

k=l 

s 

(r = 5) £> 5 , D 4 + A u 5^Ai fc ,ti + ••■ + », = 5, 
fc=i 

s 

(r = 4) L> 4 , 53^ fc , ii + • • • + i a = 4, 
fe=l 

(r = 3) A 3 , A 3 + Ai, 3Ai, 
(r = 2) A 2 , Ai+Ai, 
(r = l) 

The following Lemma is easily verified, and we omit its proof. 

Lemma 9.2.2 Let Xq = (1, 0, 0, 0) be a singular point of S = V(fa). Write 

h = to92(ti,t 2 ,h) + flk (ti, t 2 ,t 3 ), 

where g 2 , 53 are homogeneous polynomials of degrees 2 and 3, respectively. 
Let x = [do, Ox j a 2 , 03] € S 1 . If the line xqx is contained in S, then the point 
q = [ax, a 2 , 03] is a common point of the conic V(g 2 ) and the cubic V(gs). If 
moreover, x is a singular point of S, then the conic and the cubic intersect at 
q with multiplicity > 1. 

Corollary 9.2.3 V(f^) has at most four singular points. Moreover, ifV(f^) 
has four singular points, then each point is of type A\. 

Proof Let xq be a singular point which we may assume to be the point 
[1,0,0,0] and apply Lemma 9.2.2. Suppose we have more than 4 singular 
points. The conic and the cubic will intersect at least in four singular points 
with multiplicity > 1. Since they do not share an irreducible component (oth- 
erwise is reducible), this contradicts Bezout's Theorem. Suppose we have 
four singular points and xq is not of type A\ . Since xq is not an ordinary dou- 
ble point, the conic V(g 2 ) is reducible. Then the cubic V(gs) intersects it at 
three points with multiplicity > 1 at each point. It is easy to see that this also 
contradicts Bezout's Theorem. □ 

Lemma 9.2.4 The cases, A^ + • • • + Ai k , i\ + • • • + i& = 6, except the cases 
3^2, + A\ do not occur. 

Proof Assume M = A^ + ■ ■ ■ + Ai k , i\ + ■ ■ • + = 6. Then the discriminant 
Om of the lattice M is equal to {i\ + 1) • • • (ik + 1). By Lemma 8.2.1, 3|<2m> 
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one of the numbers, say i\ + 1, is equal either to 3 or 6. If i\ + 1 = 6, then 
M = A5 + Aj.. If i± + 1 = 3, then + 1) . . . (ifc + 1) must be a square, and 

%i ^ Yih — 4. It is easy to see that the only possibilities are i% = 13 = 2 and 

12 = 13 = «4 = is = 1. The last possibility is excluded by applying Corollary 
9.2.3. □ 

Lemma 9.2.5 The cases D4 + A\ and D4 + A2 do not occur. 

Proof Let Xq be a singular point of S 1 of type D4. Again, we assume that 
xq = [1, 0, 0, 0] and apply Lemma 9.2.2. As we have already noted, the sin- 
gularity of type D4 is analytically (or formally) isomorphic to the singularity 
z 2 + xy(x + y) — 0. This shows that the conic V(<72) is a double line I, 
The plane z = cuts out a germ of a curve with 3 different branches. Thus 
there exists a plane section of S — V(fs) passing through xq which is a plane 
cubic with 3 different branches at xq. Obviously, it must be the union of 3 
lines with a common point at xq. Now the cubic ^(173) intersects the line I 
at 3 points corresponding to the lines through xq. Thus S cannot have more 
singular points. □ 

Let us show that all remaining cases are realized. We will exhibit the corre- 
sponding del Pezzo surface as the blow-up of six bubble points p\ , . . . , p@ in 
P 2 . 

A\. 6 proper points in P 2 on an irreducible conic; 

A 2 : P3 >-i Pi, 

2A X : p 2 >-i Pi-.Pi >i Pi,', 

A3. P4 >-l P3 >~1 P2 >"1 Pi, 

A 2 + Ai: P3 ^1 p 2 ^1 Pi,P5 ^1 Pa; 

A4: P5 >~1 Pi >~l P3 >-l P2 >~1 pi; 

3Ai: p 2 >-i Pi,P4 >-i P3,P6 >-i P5; 
2A 2 : p 3 >-i P2 >-i Pi,Pe >-i P5 >-i P4; 

A3 + All P4 >-l P3 >-l P2 >-X Pl,P6 >~1 P5; 
A 5 : P6 >-l P5 >-X P4 >-l P3 >~1 P2 >-l Pi! 

AUP2 >-i Pi,P4 >-i P3.P6 >-i P5 andpi,p 3 ,p 5 are collinear; 

A 2 + 2 Ax: p 3 >i p 2 >-i Pi.Ps >-i P4, and |/i-pi - p 2 -P3I 7^ 0; 

A 4 + At: p 5 >-i p 4 >-i P3 >-i P2 >-i Pi and |2/i-pi p 6 | 7^ 0; 

A:P5 >-i P4 >-i P3 >-i P2 >-i Pi and \h-pi -p 2 -pel 7^ 0; 
4Ai: pi, . . . ,p6 are the intersection points of 4 lines in a general linear posi- 
tion; 
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2A 2 + Ai:p 3 >- x p 2 >-i pi,pe >-i P5 >-i P4 and \h-pi - p 2 -p 3 \ ^ 0; 

A 3 + 2A 1 :p 4 y x p 3 y-i p 2 >-i pi,p 6 ^1 P5 and |/i-pi -p 2 — P3I 0; 

v4 5 + A\\ p 6 >-i p 5 >-i p 4 >-i P3 >-i P2 >-i Pi and |2/i-pi p 6 \ ^ 0; 

^e:P6 >-i P5 >-i P4 >-i P3 >-i P2 >-x Pi and |/i-pi -p 2 ~ P3I 7^ 0; 

3A 2 : p 3 >-i p 2 >-i Pi,P6 >-x P5 >-x P4, |ft - -J>2 - Pal ^ 0, \h -p± - 
P5 - Pel ^ 0; 

Projecting from a singular point and applying Lemma 9.2.2 we see that each 
singular cubic surface can be given by the following equations. 

A±: V(t g 2 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 ) + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(g 2 ) is a nonsingular conic 
which intersects V(g 3 ) transversally; 

A 2 : V(totit 2 + g 3 (ti, t 2 , t 3 )), where V(t\t 2 ) intersects V(g 3 ) transversally; 

2Ai. V(t Q g 2 (t 1 ,t 2 ,t 3 ) + g3(t 1 ,t2,h)), where V(g 2 ) is a nonsingular conic 
which is simply tangent to V(g 3 ) at one point; 

A 3 : V(totit 2 + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(tit 2 ) intersects ^(513) at the point 
[0, 0, 1] and at other 4 distinct points; 

A 2 +Ai: V(td*i* a +fl3(*i, *a, h)), where V(g 3 ) is tangent to V(t 2 ) at [1,0, 0]; 
A 4 : V{t txt 2 + g 3 {h,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V{g 3 ) is tangent to V{h) at [0, 0, 1]; 

3Ai: V(t g 2 (t 1 ,t 2 ,t 3 ) + g 3 (t 1 ,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(g 2 ) is nonsingular and is 
tangent to V(g 3 ) at 2 points; 

2A 2 : V(totit 2 +g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(t\) intersects V(g 3 ) transversally and 
V(t 2 ) is an inflection tangent to V (g 3 ) at [1, 0, 0]; 

A 3 + A\\ V{tot\t 2 + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(g 3 ) passes through [0, 0, 1] and 
V(ti) is tangent to V(g 3 ) at the point [1, 0, 0]; 

A5: V(totit 2 + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(t{) is an inflection tangent of V(g 3 ) 
at the point [0,0, 1]; 

D4: Vfotf + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(*i) intersects transversally V(g 3 ); 

A 2 + 2A 1 : V(t Q tit 2 + ff3(*i,*2,*3)), where V(g 3 ) is tangent V(ht 2 ) at two 
points not equal to [0, 0, 1]; 

A4+A1: V(* *i*2+Sa(*ii*2.*3)). where V(g 3 ) is tangent to V(t x ) at [0, 0, 1] 
and is tangent to V(t 2 ) at [1, 0, 0]; 

D 5 : V(to*? + fla(*i, *2, *a)), where V(*i) is tangent to V(ff 8 ) at [0, 0, 1]; 
4Ai. V{t a g 2 {ti,t 2 ,t 3 ) + g 3 (ti,t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(g 2 ) is nonsingular and is 
tangent to V(g 3 ) at 3 points; 

2A 2 + A 1 : V(t g 2 (ti,h,t 3 ) + g 3 (t u t 2 ,t 3 )), where V(g 2 ) is tangent to V(g 3 ) 
at 2 points [1,0, 0] with multiplicity 3; 
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A 3 + 2A\: V{t tit 2 + gz{ti,t 2 ,h)), where V(g 3 ) passes through [0,0, 1] and 

is tangent to V(ti) and to V"(t 2 ) at one point not equal to [0, 0, 1]; 

A$ + A\: V(t tit2 + g3{ti,t2,ts)), where V(t\) is an inflection tangent of 

V(g 3 ) at the point [0, 0, 1] and y(t 2 ) is tangent to V(.g 3 ); 

E e : V(t ti + g 3 (ti,t 2 , t 3 )), where V(ti) is an inflection tangent of ^(33). 

3A 2 : V(totit2 + 33(^1,^2,^3)), where V(ti), Vfa) are inflection tangents of 
V(gz) at points different from [0,0,1]. 

Remark 9.2.6 Applying a linear change of variables, one can simplify the 
equations. For example, in type XXI (see Table 9.1), we may assume that 
the inflection points are [1,0, 0] and [0, 1, 0]. Then g 3 = t 3 + tit 2 L(ti,t 2l t 3 ). 
Replacing t with t' Q = t + L(ti,t2,t 3 ), we reduce the equation to the form 

t ht2 + 4 = 0. (9.17) 

Another example is the E e -singularity (type XX). We may assume that the 
inflection point is [0, 0, 1]. Then g 3 — t 2 +^132(^1, £2, £3)- The coefficient at t\ 
is not equal to zero, otherwise the equation is reducible. After a linear change 
of variables we may assume that g 2 = t| + at ^ + 6t 1 i 2 + ci | ■ Replacing t with 
to + ati + bt 2 , we may assume that a = b = 0. After scaling the unknowns, 
we get 

t t\ + htl + htl + 4 = 0. (9.18) 

Table 9.1 gives the classification of possible singularities of a cubic surface, 
the number of lines and the class of the surface. 



Type 


Singularity 


Lines 


Class 


Type 


Singularity 


Lines 


Class 


I 





27 


12 


XII 


D 4 


6 


6 


II 


Ai 


21 


10 


XIII 


A 2 + 2Ai 


8 


5 


III 


A 2 


15 


9 


XIV 


A 4 + A 1 


4 


5 


IV 


2A- L 


16 


8 


XV 


D 5 


3 


5 


V 


A 3 


10 


8 


XVI 


4A X 


9 


4 


VI 


A 2 + A-l 


11 


7 


XVII 


2A 2 + A! 


5 


4 


VII 


A A 


6 


7 


XVIII 


A z + 2Ai 


5 


4 


VIII 


3Ai 


12 


6 


XIX 


A r> + A! 


2 


4 


IX 


2A 2 


7 


6 


XX 


E 6 


1 


4 


X 


A 3 + Ai 


7 


6 


XXI 


SA 2 


3 


3 


XI 


A 5 


3 


6 











Table 9.1 Singularities of cubic surfaces 



Note that the number of lines can be checked directly by using the equations. 
The map from P 2 to S is given by the linear system of cubics generated by 
V(g 3 ), V(tig 2 ) 7 V(t2g2),V(t 3 g2)-The lines are images of lines or conies that 
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intersect a general member of the linear system with multiplicity 1 outside 
base points. The class of the surface can be computed by applying the Plticker- 
Teissier formula from Theorem 1.2.7. We use that the Milnor number of an 
A n , D n , E n singularity is equal to n, and the Milnor number of the singularity 
of a general plane section through the singular point is equal to 1 if type is A n 
and 2 otherwise. 

Example 9.2.7 The cubic surface with three singular points of type A 2 given 
by Equation (9.17) plays an important role in the Geometric Invariant The- 
ory of cubic surfaces. It represents the unique isomorphism class of a strictly 
semistable point in the action of the group SL(4) in the space of cubic surfaces. 
Table 9.1 shows that it is the only normal cubic surface whose dual surface is 
also a cubic surface. By the Reciprocity Theorem X = (X v ) v , the dual sur- 
face cannot be a cone or a scroll. Thus the surface of type XXI is the only 
self-dual cubic surface. 

Another interesting special case is the surface with four A\ -singularities. In 
notation above, let us choose coordinates such that the three tangency points 
of the conic V(g 2 ) and the cubic V(g 3 ) are [1,0,0], [0, 1,0], [0,0, 1]. After 
scaling the coordinates, we may assume that g 2 = t\t 2 + t\t 3 + t 2 t 3 . An 
example of a cubic tangent to the conic at the three points is the union of three 
tangent lines 



Any other cubic can be given by equation lg 2 + h = 0, where I is a linear form. 
Replacing to with t' = — (to + I + h + 1 2 + t 3 ), we reduce the equation to the 
form 



A cubic surface with four nodes is called the Cayley cubic surface. As we see, 
all Cayley cubics are projectively equivalent. They admit 64 as its group of 
automorphisms. 

Let us find the dual surface of a Cayley surface. Table 9.1 shows that it 
must be a quartic surface. The equation of a tangent plane at a general point 

[a, 6, c, d] is 



h=(h+ £ 2 )(£i + t 3 )(t 2 + t 3 ) = g 2 (h + t 2 + t 3 ) - ht 2 t 3 . 



to(tit 2 + tit 3 + t 2 t 3 ) + tit 2 t 3 — totit 2 t 3 




t ti t 2 t 3 



) 



0. (9.19) 



a- 



2 



+ 



h 
b 2 



+ 




Thus the dual surface is the image of S under the map 



[to,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ] 1 * [?o, 6, 6, 6] = [l/tg,l/t?,l/il,l/t§]. 
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Write ti = 1/ and plug in Equation (9.19). We obtain the equation 

(V£o£i6£ 3 r 2 (V^+ Vli + VI2 + Vis) = 0. 

This shows that the equation of the dual quartic surface is obtained from the 
equation 

Vl+ VTi + Vl+Vl = o 

by getting rid of the irrationalities. We get the equation 

3 

(E^ 2 - 2 E ^) 2 -64Co666 = o. 

i=0 0<i<j<3 

The surface has three singular lines ti + tk = U + t m = 0. They meet at 
one point [1,1,1,1]. The only quartic surface with this property is a Steiner 
quartic surface from Subsection 2.1.1. Thus the dual of Cayley cubic surface 
is a Steiner quartic surface. 



9.3 Determinantal equations 

9.3.1 Cayley-Salmon equation 

Let S' be a minimal resolution of singularities of a del Pezzo cubic surface S. 
Choose a geometric marking <fr : I 1 ' 6 — > Pic(S") and consider the image of 
one of 120 conjugate pairs of triples of tritangent trios from (9.9). Write them 
as a matrix: 

en ei2 ei3 

&2i e 22 e 23 - (9.20) 
£31 633 

Suppose the divisor classes ey are the classes of (—1) -curves on S'. Then their 
images in S are lines 1^. The lines defined by the i-th row (the j-th column) 
lie in a plane A; (A'j), a tritangent plane of S. The union of the planes A< 
contains all nine lines lij. The same is true for the planes A^ . The pencil of 
cubic surfaces spanned by the cubics Ai + A 2 + A3 and A[ + A' 2 + A 3 must 
contain the cubic S. This shows that we can choose the equations U = of A,; 
and the equations rrij = of A^ such that S can be given by equation 

/ h mi \ 
hhh + mim 2 m3 = det I2 ni2 = 0. (9.21) 
V-m 3 l 3 J 
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The equation of a cubic surface of the form (9.21), where the nine lines de- 
fined by the equations k = rrij = are all different, is called Cayley-Salmon 
equation. Note that the lines la are skew (otherwise we have four lines in one 
plane). We say that two Cayley-Salmon equations are equivalent if they define 
the same unordered sets of three planes V(li) and V(rrij). 

Suppose a cubic surface can be given by a Cayley-Salmon equation. Each 
plane V(k) contains three different lines = V(k) fl V(irij),j = 1, 2, 3 and 
hence is a tritangent plane. After reindexing, we may assume that the lines la 
are skew lines. Let be the divisor classes of the preimages of the lines in 
S'. Then they form the image of a conjugate pair of tritangent trios under some 
geometric marking of S' . 

Theorem 9.3.1 Let S be a normal cubic surface. The number of the equiv- 
alence classes of Cayley-Salmon equations for S is equal to 120 (type I), 10 
( type II), 1 ( type III, IV, VIII), and zero otherwise. 

Proof We know that the number of conjugate pairs of triads of tritangent trios 
of exceptional vectors is equal to 120. Thus the number of conjugate triads of 
triples of tritangent planes on a nonsingular cubic surface is equal to 120. 

Suppose S has one node. We take a blow-up model of S' as the blow-up of 
six proper points on an irreducible conic. We have 10 matrices of type II in 
(9.9) which give us 10 pairs of conjugate triples of tritangent planes. 

Suppose S has three nodes. We take the blow-up model corresponding to a 
bubble cycle xi + ■ ■ ■ + x e with X4 >- xi, X5 y Xg >- X3. The set of lines 
tij are represented by the divisor classes of 

eo - ei - e 4 , e - e 2 - e 5 , e - e 3 - e 6 , e k , 2e - e\ e 6 + e k , k = 4, 5, 6. 

It is easy to see that this is the only possibility. 

We leave it to the reader to check the assertion in the remaining cases. □ 

Suppose a normal cubic surface S contains three skew lines £1,^2,^3- Con- 
sider the pencil of planes V% through the line £j. For any general point x £ P 3 
one can choose a unique plane II; € Vi containing the point x. This defines a 
rational map 

/ : P 3 — -> Vi x V 2 x Vs. (9.22) 

Suppose the intersection of the planes H contains a line I. Then I intersects 
£2, ^3> an d hence either belongs to S or does not intersect S at a point out- 
side the three lines. This shows that the restriction of the map / to S is a 
birational map onto its image X. 
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The composition of map (9.22) with the Segre map defines a rational map 

/ : P 3 — * S C P 7 , 

where S is isomorphic to the Segre variety s(P x x P 1 x P 1 ). Since the pencils 
Vi generate the complete linear system |V| of cubic surfaces containing the 
lines £i, the map / is given by \V\. Since our cubic 5 is a member of \V\, it 
is equal to the preimage of a hyperplane section H of X. The Segre variety S 
is of degree 6, so H is isomorphic to a surface 56 of degree 6 in P 6 and the 
restriction of / to 5 is a birational map onto Sq. The hyperplane section H is 
defined by a divisor of tri degree (1, 1, 1) on the Segre variety. This gives the 
following. 

Theorem 9.3.2 (F. August) Any cubic surface containing three skew lines 
(■i, (-2, @3 can be generated by three pencils Vi of planes with base locus li 
in the following sense. There exists a correspondence R of degree (1, 1, 1) on 
V\ x V 2 x V 3 such that 

s = {x g p 3 : x g Hi nn 2 nn 3 for some (ni,n 2 ,n 3 ) g r}. 

Note that a del Pezzo surface 56 of degree 6 containing in the Segre variety 
s(P x x P 1 x P 1 ) has three different pencils of conies. So, it is either nonsingular, 
or has one node. In the first case, it is a toric surface which can be given by the 
equation 

UqVqW o + UlVlWl — 0, 

where (uq, U\), (vq, vi), (wq, wi) are projective coordinates in each factor of 
(P 1 ) 3 . The equation can be considered as a linear equations in the space P 7 
with coordinates UiVjWk- If 56 is singular, it is not a toric surface. The cor- 
responding weak del Pezzo surface is the blow-up of three collinear points. It 
contains only three lines. 

Suppose 56 is a nonsingular surface. Then we can identify the coordinates 
(uo, tii) with the coordinates in the pencil V\ of planes through l\ and, simi- 
larly, for the other two pairs of coordinates. Thus the cubic surface is equal to 
the set of solutions of the system of linear equations 

u h(to,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ) = uirrii(t ,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ), 
voh(to,h,t2,t 3 ) = vim 2 (to,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ) : 
Woh(to,ti,t2,t 3 ) = wim 3 (t ,ti,t 2 ,t 3 ), 

where li,rrii are linear forms and uqVoWo + uiViWi = 0. This immediately 
gives Cayley-Salmon equation of 5. Conversely, the choice of Cayley-Salmon 
equation gives August's projective generation of 5. 
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Remark 9.3.3 The rational map / : P 3 - -■> S C P 7 is a birational map. To see 
this, we take a general line £4 in P 3 . The image of this line is a rational curve 
of degree 3 in X. The composition of / and the projection P 7 — - > P 3 from 
the subspace spanned by f(£i) is a rational map T : P 3 — » P 3 . It is given by 
the linear system of cubics passing through the lines ^1,^2,^3,^4- Since four 
skew lines in P 3 have two transversals (i.e. lines intersecting the four lines), 
the base locus of the linear system also contains the two transversal lines. The 
union of the six lines is a reducible projectively normal curve of arithmetic 
genus 3. The transformation T is a bilinear Cremona transformation. The P- 
locus of T consists of the union of four quadrics Qk, each containing the lines 
£i,i ^ k (since it must be of degree 8, there is nothing else). In particular, 
the map / blows down the quadric Q 4 to a curve parameterizing the ruling of 
Q4 that does not contain the lines £\ , £2, £3. If 56 is a nonsingular surface, we 
must blow down exactly three lines on S, hence the lines £\, £ 2 , £3 have three 
transversals contained in S. Also, if S e is nonsingular, the singular points of S 
must lie on the lines £\,£i,£3- This can be checked in all cases where Cayley- 
Salmon equation applies. 

Corollary 9.3.4 Let S be a nonsingular cubic surface. Then S is projectively 
equivalent to a surface 

V(t tit 2 + ts(*o + h + 1 2 + t 3 )l(t , . . . , i 3 )). 

A general S can be written in this form in exactly 120 ways (up to projective 
equivalence). 

Proof We will prove later that a nonsingular cubic surface has at most 18 
Eckardt points. Thus we can choose the linear forms mi,m2,m2 such that 
the lines £ij,£2j,£3j,j = 1,2,3 do not intersect. This implies that the linear 
forms h,l2,h,Tnj are linearly independent. Similarly, we may assume that 
the linear forms mi, m2, 7713, lj,j — 1, 2, 3 are linearly independent. Choose 
coordinates such that l\ = to, I2 = t\, I3 = t 2 ,mi = t 3 . The equation of S 
can be written in the form to^i^2 + t3m 2 m3 = 0. Let m 2 = a ^i - ^ follows 
from the previous assumption, that the coefficients Oj are all nonzero. After 
scaling the coordinates, we may assume that m 2 = t a + ti + t 2 + £3 and we 
take I = m 3 . □ 



9.3.2 Hilbert-Burch Theorem 

The Cayley-Salmon equation has a determinantal form and hence gives a de- 
terminantal representation of a cubic surface. Unfortunately, it applies to only 
a few of the 21 different types of cubics. By other methods we will see that a 
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determinantal representation exists for any normal cubic surface of type differ- 
ent from XX. We will use the following result from commutative algebra (see 
[207]). 

Theorem 9.3.5 (Hilbert-Burch) Let I be an ideal in a polynomial ring R 
such that depth(I) = codim/ = 2 (thus R/I is a Cohen-Macaulay ring). 
Then there exists a projective resolution 

— > R n ~ l R n R — > — > 0. 

77ie i-f/i enfry of the vector (a\, . . . , a n ) defining is equal to (— l) 4 Ci, where 
Ci is the complementary minor obtained from the matrix A defining <p2 by delet- 
ing its i-th row. 

We apply this Theorem to the case when R = C[to,ti,t2] and I is the 
homogeneous ideal of a closed 0-dimensional subscheme Z of P 2 = Proj(i?) 
generated by four linearly independent homogeneous polynomials of degree 3. 
LetZz be the ideal sheaf of Z. Then (Iz)m — H°(P 2 ,Tz(m)). By assumption 

H°(¥ 2 ,I Z (2)) =0. (9.23) 

Applying the Hilbert-Burch Theorem, we find a resolution of the graded ring 

R/I 

— > i?(-4) 3 i?(-3) 4 i? — > fl/J -> 0, 

where </> 2 is given by a 3 x 4-matrix A whose entries are linear forms in 
, £i , Passing to the projective spectrum, we get an exact sequence of 
sheaves 

— > U® e> P 2(-4) F®C P 2(-3) — ► 0, 

where U, V are vector spaces of dimension 3 and 4. Twisting by Op (3), we 
get the exact sequence 

— > U ® V 2(-l) ^ V ® V 2 ^ X z (3) — ► 0. (9.24) 
Taking global sections, we obtain 

V = H°(¥ 2 ,lz(3)). 

Twisting fact sequence (9.24) by Op2(— 2), and using the canonical trace iso- 
morphism H 2 {¥ 2 , e> p2 (-3)) = C, we obtain that 

U = H 1 (P 2 ,I z (l)). 
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The exact sequence 
shows that 

U = Coker(i7 (P 2 ,O P 2(l)) -> H°(O z )) = Coker(C 3 -> C /l ° ( ° z) ). 

Since dim 17 = 3, we obtain that h°(Oz) = 6. Thus Z is a 0-cycle of length 
6. 

Now we see that the homomorphism 4>2 of vector bundles is defined by a 
linear map 

<j) : E -> Hom(J7, 7) = C/ v <S> 7, (9.25) 

where P 2 = We can identify the linear map <f> with the tensor t 6 i? v (g 
C/ v ® V. Let us now view this tensor as a linear map 

tp : V y -► Hom(£, U y ) = E y ®U y . (9.26) 

The linear map (9.25) defines a rational map, the right kernel map, 

f:\E\^\V y \ = \l z {2,)\\ [v] h-* \<f)(v)(U)^\. 

It is given by the linear system |Xz(3)|. In coordinates, it is given by maximal 
minors of the matrix A defining </>%. Thus S is contained in the locus of [a] such 
that a belongs to the preimage of the determinantal locus in Horn (£7, U y ). It 
is a cubic hypersurface in the space Hom(-E, U y ). Thus the image of / is con- 
tained in a determinantal cubic surface S. Since the intersection scheme of two 
general members Ci, Ci of the linear system |2x(3)| is equal to the 0-cycle 
Z of degree 6, the image of / is a cubic surface. This gives a determinantal 
representation of S. 

Theorem 9.3.6 Assume S is a normal cubic surface. Then S admits k equiv- 
alence classes of linear determinantal representations, where k depends on 
type of S, and is given in the following Table. 



I 


II 


III 


IV 


V 


VI 


VII 


VIII 


IX 


X 


XI 


72 


50 


30 


34 


16 


20 


8 


22 


12 


10 


4 


XII 


XIII 


XIV 


XV 


XVI 


XVII 


XVIII 


XIX 


XX 


XXI 




6 


12 


4 


2 


13 


6 


5 


1 





2 





Table 9.2 Number of determinantal representations 
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Proof Let S' be a minimal resolution of singularities of S. It follows from the 
previous construction that a blowing-down structure defined by a bubble cycle 
of six points not containing in a conic, gives a determinantal representation of 
S. Conversely, suppose S C P(V), and we have a linear map (9.26) for some 
3-dimensional vector spaces E and U defining a determinantal representation 
of S. Then ip defines a map of vector bundles U €5 Op2 (—4) — > V ® Op2 (—3), 
and the cokernel of this map is the ideal sheaf of a 0-cycle of length 6. Its blow- 
up is isomorphic to S. Since S is normal, the ideal sheaf is integrally closed, 
and hence corresponds to a bubble cycle 77 whose blow-up is isomorphic to S'. 

So, the number of equivalence classes of linear determinantal representa- 
tions is equal to the number of nef linear systems |eo| on S' which define a 
birational morphism S' — > P 2 isomorphic to the blow-up of bubble cycle 77 of 
six points not lying on a conic. It follows from the proof of Lemma 9.1.1 that 
there is a bijection between the set of vectors v £ I 1,6 with v 2 = l,v-\s.e = —3 
and the set of roots in Eg. The corresponding root a can be written in the form 
a = 2e — vi — ■ ■ ■ — t>6, where (vi, . . . , Vq) is a unique sixer of exceptional 
vectors. If we choose a geometric marking <f> : I 1 ' 6 — > Pic(S") defined by 
this sixer, then (f>(a) is an effective root if and only if the bubble cycle corre- 
sponding to this marking lies on a conic. Thus the number of determinantal 
representations is equal to the number of non-effective roots in Kg, modulo 
the action of the subgroup Wq of W{E§) generated by the reflections in nodal 
roots. In other words, this is the number of roots in (equal to 72) minus 
the number of roots in the root sublattice defining the types of singularities on 
S. Now we use the known number of roots in root lattices and get the result. 
Note the exceptional case of a surface with a E% -singularity. Here all roots are 
effective, so S does not admit a determinantal representation. □ 

Consider the left and right kernel maps for the linear map (9.26) 

l:S—*\E\, t:S—*\U\. 

The composition of these maps with the resolution of singularities S' — > S 
is the blowing-down map [' : S' — > \E\ and xf : S' — > \U\. When S is 
nonsingular, these are two maps defined by a double-six. The correspond- 
ing Cremona transformation \E\ — ■ > \U\ is given by the homaloidal linear 
system |X|(5)| = \5cq — 2(ei — ■ ■ ■ — eg)|. To identify the space U with 
H°(\E\,1^(5)) V , we consider the linear map 

2 2 

S 2 (ij) : S 2 (V V ) -> S 2 (E V <E>U V ) f\E v <g> f\U v S E®V, 
where the last isomorphism depends on a choice of volume forms on E v and 
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U v . Dualizing, we get a linear pairing 

E v <g> C7 V -► S 2 (V). 

If we identify ff ^, O s (-2K s )) with S 2 V, and £ v with H°{S, O s {e )), 
then {/ v can be identified with H°(S, O s (-2K s - e )). Note that we have 
also identified E/ with the cokernel of the map r : E — > iJ°(P 2 ,Oz). Let 
us choose a basis in _E = C 3 and an order of points in Z, hence a basis in 
ff°(P 2 , O z ) = C 6 . The map C 6 -> 17 = Coker(r) gives six vectors in U. The 
corresponding six points in \ U\ is the bubble cycle defining the blowing -down 
structure r : S — > \U\. This is a special case of the construction of associated 
sets of points (see [175], [208], [567]). 

Remark 9.3.7 We can also deduce Theorem 9.3.6 from the theory of determi- 
nantal equations from Chapter 4. Applying this theory we obtain that S admits 
a determinantal equation with entries linear forms if it contains a projectively 
normal curve C such that 

H°(S, O s (C)(-l)) = H 2 (S, O s {C){-2)) = 0. (9.27) 

Moreover, the set of non-equivalent determinantal representations is equal to 
the set of divisor classes of such curves. Let ir : S' — > S be a minimal reso- 
lution of singularities and C = ir*(C). Since tt*Os(— 1) = Os'(Ks'), the 
conditions (9.27) are equivalent to 

H°(S',0 S '{C' + K S ')) = H 2 (S',O s >(C , + 2K s ,)) = 0. (9.28) 

Since C is nef, if 1 (5', O s > (C + K s >)) = 0. Also 

H 2 {S\ O s >(C + K X S')) = H (S', Os'(-C')) = 0. 

By Riemann-Roch, 

= x(Os'(C + K s >)) = \{{C + K s ,) 2 - (C + K S ,)- K s ,) + 1 

= \{C' 2 + C -K g ,) + 1. 

Thus C is a smooth rational curve, hence C is a smooth rational curve. It is 
known that a rational normal curve in P ra must be of degree n. Thus —Kg/ ■ 
C = 3, hence C' 2 = 1. The linear system \C'\ defines a birational map 
7r : S' — > P 2 . Let e = [C], e%, . . . , e 6 be the corresponding geometric basis 
of Pic (5'). The condition 

= H 2 (X,O S '(C' + 2K s ,)) =H\S', O sl {-C -K s >)) =0 

is equivalent to 

|2e -ei e 6 | = 0. (9.29) 



9.3 Determinantal equations 



509 



9.3.3 Cubic symmetroids 



A cubic symmetroid is a hypersurface in P™ admitting a representation as a 
symmetric (3 x 3) -determinant whose entries are linear forms in n+ 1 variables. 
Here we will be interested in cubic symmetroid surfaces. An example of a 
cubic symmetroid is the Cayley 4-nodal cubic surface 



which we have already encounter before. By choosing the singular points to 
be the reference points [1,0,0,0], [0,1,0,0], [0,0,1,0], [0, 0, 0, 1], it is easy 
to see that cubic surfaces with 4 singularities of type A x are projectively iso- 
morphic. Since the determinantal cubic hypersurface in P 5 is singular along a 
surface, a nonsingular cubic surface does not admit a symmetric determinantal 
representation. 

Lemma 9.3.8 Let L C |0p2(2)| be a pencil of conies. Then it is projectively 
isomorphic to one of the following pencils: 

(i) \{t h - tot 2 ) + /i(tit 2 - t t 2 ) = 0; 

(ii) X(t t! + t t 2 ) + pt\t 2 = 0; 
(Hi) X(t ti + 4) + p,t t 2 = 0; 

(iv) Xt\ + fitoh = 0; 

(v) \tl + ^{t t 2 + t\) =0; 

(vi) Xtl + pt\ = 0; 

(vii) Xt ti + (j,t Q t 2 = 0; 

(viii) Xt ti + fito = 0. 

Proof The first five cases correspond to the Segre symbols [1 , 1 , 1] , [(2) 1] , [(3)] , 
[(11)1], [(12)], respectively. For the future use, we chose different bases. The 
last three cases correspond to pencils of singular conies. □ 

Theorem 9.3.9 A cubic symmetroid is a del Pezzo surface if and only if it is 
projectively isomorphic to one of the following determinantal surfaces: 

(i) C 3 = V{t ht 2 + t ht 3 + t t 2 t 3 + ht 2 t 3 ) with four RDP of type A i; 

(ii) C 3 = V(io*i*2 + *i*§ - *2*§) with two RDP of type Ax and one RDP 
of type A 3 ; 

(Hi) C 3 = V(t Q tit 2 - t§(t + t 2 ) - hti,) with one RDP of type A x and 
one RDP of type A 5 . 
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Proof Let A = (kj) be a symmetric 3x3 matrix with linear entries kj 
defining the equation of S. It can be written in the form A(t) = t^A^ + t\A\ + 
t 2 A 2 + t^As, where A i} i = 1,2,3,4, are symmetric 3x3 matrices. Let W be 
a linear system of conies spanned by the conies 



Ci = [to,ti,t 2 ] ■ A ■ l^xj =0. 



Each web of conies is apolar to a unique pencil of conies. Using the previ- 
ous Lemma, we find the following possibilities. We list convenient bases in 
corresponding dual 4-dimensional spaces of quadratic forms. 



(i) e a , & 6 2 , 2(66 + 66 + 66); 

(ii) 6 2 , 6 2 , el, 2(66-66); 

(iii) a, £i 2 , 2&6-6, 2^6; 

(iv) e , H 2^6, 2(66-66); 

(v) 2^o6-6 2 , 6 2 , 266, 266; 

(vi) el, 266, 266, 266; 

(vii) 6 2 , 6 2 , 6 2 , 266; 

(viii) H 2&6, 266- 



The corresponding determinantal varieties are the following. 



V3 t 3 t 2 j 

It has four singular points [1,0,0,0], (0, 1,0,0], [0,0, 1,0], and [1, 1, 1, 1]. 
The surface is a Cayley 4-nodal cubic. 

(ii) 



det t 3 ti = t tit 2 - tit 2 - t 2 t 2 = 0. 



It has two ordinary nodes [0, 1, 0, 0], [0, 0, 1, 0] and a RDP [1,0, 0, 0] of 



(t t 2 \ 
det t 2 ii t 3 = -totit 2 - t t% + t\ = 0. 
\ t 3 -t 2 J 




(i) 





type A 3 . 
(iii) 
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The surface has an ordinary node at [1,0,0,0] and a RDP of type ^5 at 
[0,1,0]. 
(iv) 

/ t -t a t 2 \ 
det -t 3 h t 3 \ = 4(-t - 2t 2 ) - t x t\ = 0. 
\*a h 0/ 
It has a double line t 3 = t 2 = 0. 
(v) 

[0 h t \ 

det t 2 -t t 3 = -tx4 + 2tot 2 t 3 +4=0. 
Vo t a tj 

The surface has a double line to — t 2 — 0. 
(vi) 

[0 ti t 3 \ 
det t 2 = -t t? + 2tit 2 t 3 = 0. 

The surface is the union of a plane and a nonsingular quadric. 
(vii) 

[to 0\ 

det ti = toihh - tj) = 0. 

The surface is the union of a plane and a quadratic cone, 
(viii) 

[0 t 3 \ 

det t t 3 = to^ = 0- 

The surface is reducible. 

□ 

Remark 9.3. 10 Let S be a cone over a plane cubic curve C. We saw in Exam- 
ple 4.2.18 that any irreducible plane cubic curve admits a symmetric determi- 
nantal representation. This gives a symmetric determinantal representation of 
the cone over the cubic; however, it is not defined by a web of conies. In fact, 
we see from the list in the above that no irreducible cone is given by a web of 
conies. I have not seen an a priori proof of this. 

If S is irreducible non-normal surface, then S admits a symmetric determi- 
nantal representation. This corresponds to cases (iv) and (v) from the proof of 
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the previous Theorem. Case (iv) (resp. (v)) gives a surface isomorphic to the 
surface from case (i) (resp. (ii)) of Theorem 9.3.9. We also see that a reducible 
cubic surface that is not a cone admits a symmetric determinantal represen- 
tation only if it is the union of an irreducible nonsingular (singular) quadric 
and its tangent (non-tangent) plane. The plane is a tangent if the quadric is 
nonsingular; it intersects the quadric transversally. 

Remark 9.3.1 1 The three symmetroid del Pezzo cubic surfaces S can be char- 
acterized among all del Pezzo cubics by the property that they admit a double 
cover 7r : S — > S ramified only over the singular points. They can be obtained 
by a projection of a quadric surface from Example 8.6.6. 



Counting constants, we see that it is possible that a general homogeneous cubic 
form in four variables can be written as a sum of five cubes of linear forms in 
finitely many ways. Since there are no cubic surfaces singular at five general 
points, the theory of apolarity tells us that the count of constants gives a correct 
answer. The following result of J. Sylvester gives more. 

Theorem 9.4.1 A general homogeneous cubic form f in four variables can 
be written as a sum: 



where l; t are linear forms in four variables, no two are proportional. The forms 
are defined uniquely, up to scaling by a cubic root of unity. 

Proof The variety of cubic forms / 6 S 3 (E V ) represented as a sum of 
five cubes lies in the image of the dominant map of 20-dimensional spaces 
(E v ) 5 -> S 3 (E V ). The subvariety of (£ v ) 5 that consists of 5-tuples of lin- 
ear forms containing four linearly dependent forms is a hypersurface. Thus, we 
may assume that in a representation of / as a sum of five cubes of linear forms, 
any set of four linear forms are linearly independent. 



9.4 Representations as sums of cubes 



9.4.1 Sylvester's pentahedron 



f = ll + l 3 2 + ll + ll + ll 



(9.30) 



Suppose 



5 



5 




Let Xi, yi be the points in the dual space (P 3 ) v corresponding to the hyper- 
planes V(k), V(rrii). The first five and the last five are distinct points. Con- 
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sider the linear system of quadrics in (P 3 ) v which pass through the points x 5 , 
2/1,. .. ,2/5. Its dimension is larger than or equal 3. Choose a web \W\ con- 
tained in this linear system. Applying the corresponding differential operator 
to / we find a linear relations between the linear forms l\,h, h,h- Since we 
assumed that they are linearly independent, we obtain that all quadrics in the 
web contain x\, . . . , X4. Thus all quadrics in the web pass through Xi, yj. 

Suppose the union of the sets X = {x\, . . . , £5} and Y = {2/1, . . . , 2/5} 
contains nine distinct points. Since three quadrics intersect at < 8 points unless 
they contain a common curve, the web \W\ has a curve B in its base locus. 
Because an irreducible nondegenerate curve of degree 3 is not contained in the 
base locus of a web of quadrics, degi? < 2. Suppose B contains a line £q. 
Since neither X nor Y is contained in a line, we can find a point ar» outside £ . 
Consider a plane II spanned by £q and x^. The restriction of quadrics to II is a 
pencil of conies with fixed line £ an d the base point Xi. This implies that \ W\ 
contains a pencil of quadrics of the form II U II', where II' belongs to a pencil 
of planes containing a line £ passing through x%. Since X U Y is contained in 
the base locus of any pencil in |W|, we see that X U Y C II U I. Now we 
change the point Xi to some other point yj not in II. We find that lUFis 
contained in II' U f. Hence the set is contained in (II U £) n (II' U £' ). It is the 
union of £q and a set Z consisting of either the line x^yj or a set of < 3 points. 
This implies that one of the sets X and Y has four points on £q. Then X or Y 
spans a plane, a contradiction. 

Suppose B is a conic. Then we restrict \W\ to the plane II it spans, and 
obtain that \W\ contains a net of quadrics of the form II U II', where II' is 
a net of planes. This implies that X (J Y is contained in II U Z, where Z is 
either empty or consists of one point. Again this leads to contradiction with 
the assumption on linear independence of the points. 

We may now assume that m 5 = A 5 £ 5 , m 4 = A 4 / 4 , for some nonzero con- 
stants A4, A 5 , and get 

^/f + (l-At)Zi + (l-Ai)Z 5 3 = ^mf. 

i=l i=l 

Take the linear differential operator of the second order corresponding to the 
double plane containing the points 2/1,2/2, 2/3. It gives a linear relation be- 
tween l\, . . . , I5 which must be trivial. Since the points 2/1, 2/2, 2/3) U4 = x 4 
and 2/1,2/2,2/3,2/5 = x 5 are not coplanar, we obtain that A4 = Af = 1. Taking 
the differential operator of the first order corresponding to the plane through 
2/1,2/2,2/3' we obtain a linear relation between the quadratic forms l\,l2,l%. 
Since no two of h are proportional, this is impossible. Thus all the coef- 
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ficients in the linear relation are equal to zero, hence x\, X2, £3, yx, 2/2 5 2/3 are 
coplanar. 

The linear system of quadrics through 2/1 , . . . , 2/5 is 4-dimensional. By an 
argument from above, each quadric in the linear system contains x-y,x%, £3 in 
its base locus. Since x\, X2, £3, yi,V2, J/3 lie in a plane II, and no three points 
Xi's or yj's are collinear, the restriction of the linear system to the plane is 
a fixed conic containing the six points. This shows that the dimension of the 
linear system is less than or equal to 3. This contradiction shows that the sets 
{xi, X2, £3}, {2/1,2/27 2/3} have two points in common. Thus, we can write 

ll + (1 ~ A|)/| + (1 - Xl)ll = ml 

The common point of the planes V (li) ,V (I2) : V lies on V{rni). After 
projecting from this point, we obtain that the equation of a triple line can be 
written as a sum of cubes of three linearly independent linear forms. This is 
obviously impossible. So, we get A 3 , = A| = 1, hence rri\ = where 
Af = 1. So, all cubes A| are equal to 1. 

□ 

Corollary 9.4.2 A general cubic surface is projectively isomorphic to a sur- 
face in P 4 given by equations 

4 4 
J2aiz! = Y,Zi = °- (9-31) 

t=0 i=0 

The coefficients (a , . . . , a 4 ) are determined uniquely up to permutation and a 
common scaling. 

Proof Let S = V(f) be a cubic surface given by Equation (9.31). Let 60^1 + 
• • • + 64/5 = be a unique, up to proportionality, linear relation. Consider the 
embedding of P 3 into P 4 given by the formula 

[2/0, ■ • • ,2/4] = [ll(t , . . . ,ta), . . . ,h(t Q , . . . ,t 3 )]. 

Then the image of S is equal to the intersection of the cubic hypersurface 
VQ2yf) with the hyperplane Vi^biyi). Now make the change of coordi- 
nates Zi = biyi, if bi and = t/j otherwise. In the new coordinates, we 
get Equation (9.31), where a; = 6 3 . The Sylvester presentation is unique, up to 
permutation of the linear functions It, multiplication l L by third roots of 1, and 
a common scaling. It is clear that the coefficients (ao, ■ • ■ , 04) are determined 
uniquely up to permutation and common scaling. □ 

We refer to equations (9.31) as Sylvester equations of a cubic surface. 
Recall from Subsection 6.3.5, that a cubic surface V(f) is called Sylvester 
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nondegenerate if it admits Equation (9.30), where any four linear forms are 
linearly independent. 

It is clear that in this case the coefficients aj., . . . , 05 are all nonzero. 

If four of the linear forms in (9.30) are linearly dependent, after a linear 
change of variables, we may assume that l\ = io>^2 = ti,h — t2,U = 
£3, Z5 = ato + bt\ + ct%. The equation becomes 



where 53 is a ternary cubic form. We called such surfaces V(f) cyclic. 

Remark 9.4.3 Suppose a cubic surface V(f) admits Sylvester equations. 
Then any net of polar quadrics admits a common polar pentahedron. The con- 
dition that a net of quadrics admits a common polar pentahedron is given by 
the vanishing of the Toeplitz invariant A from (1.64). Using this fact, Toeplitz 
gave another proof of the existence of Sylvester pentahedron for a general cu- 
bic surface [562]. 



Suppose S is given by the Sylvester equations (9.31). Let us find the equation 
of its Hessian surface. Recall that this is the locus of points whose polar quadric 
is singular. For our surface S in the plane H = V(J2 Zi) C P 4 this means that 
this is the locus of points z = [a , • ■ • , 014] € H with a i = sucn that the 
polar quadric is tangent to H at some point. The equation of the polar quadric 
is J2 a i a i z i = 0- 

It is tangent to H if the point [1, . . . , 1] lies in the dual quadric ~£~o~ u l. — 
0. Here we omit the term with a% = 0. Thus, the equation of the Hessian surface 
is 



where we have to reduce to the common denominator to get an equation of a 
quartic hypersurface. If all <Zj 7^ 0, we get the equation 



f = 4 + g(t ,t l7 t 2 ), 



(9.32) 



9.4.2 The Hessian surface 





(9.33) 



where Ai = (do • • • 05)/^. If some coefficients <Zj are equal to zero, say o,q = 
. . . = afe = 0, the Hessian surface becomes the union of planes V(Zi) D 
V(J2 Zi), % = 0, . . . , k, and a surface of degree 3 — k. 
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Assume that S — V(f) is Sylvester nondegenerate, so the Hessian surface 
He (S) is irreducible. The 10 lines 



are singular points of He(S'). 

The union of the planes V(zi)nVQ2 Zi) is called the Sylvester pentahedron, 
the lines £y are its edges, the points pijk are its vertices. 

Remark 9.4.4 Recall that the Hessian of any cubic hypersurface admits a bi- 
rational automorphism a which assigns to the polar quadric of corank 1 its 
singular point. Let X be a minimal nonsingular model of He(S') . It is a K3 sur- 
face. The birational automorphism a extends to a biregular automorphism of 
X. It exchanges the proper inverse transforms of the edges with the exceptional 
curves of the resolution. One can show that for a general S, the automorphism 
of X has no fixed points, and hence the quotient is an Enriques surface. 

We know that a cubic surface admitting a degenerate Sylvester equation 
must be a cyclic surface. Its Hessian is the union of a plane and the cone over 
a cubic curve. A cubic form may not admit a polar pentahedral, so its equation 
may not be written as a sum of powers of linear forms. For example, consider 
a cubic surface given by equation 



For a general choice of the coefficients, the surface is nonsingular and non- 
cyclic. Its Hessian has the equation 

tottfzh + t tit 2 {ato + bh + ct 2 ) - tl(aHih + b 2 t t 2 + c%tx) = 0. 

It is an irreducible surface with an ordinary node at [0, 0, 0, 1] and singular 
points [0, 0, 1, 0], [0, 1, 0, 0], [1,0, 0, 0] of type A 3 . So we see that the surface 
cannot be Sylvester nondegenerate. The surface does not admit a polar pen- 
tahedral, it admits a generalized polar pentahedral in which two of the planes 
coincide. We refer to [470] and [150] for more examples of cubic surfaces 
with degenerate Hessian. 

Proposition 9.4.5 A cubic surface given by a nondegenerate Sylvester Equa- 
tion (9.31) is nonsingular if and only if for all choices of signs, 



i i j = V{z i )nV(z j )nv(£ i Zi) 



are contained in He(S'). The 10 points 



Pijk = v{ Zl ) n V(zj) n V(zj) n 



4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + ml(at + btt + ct 2 ) = o. 




(9.34) 
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Proof The surface is singular at a point (zq, . . . , za) if and only if 

raDk l, 1 1 1 1 1 J 

This gives a^zf = c, i = 0, . . . , 3, for some c ^ 0. Thus zi = ±c/^fdi for 
some choice of signs, and the equation zi = gives (9.34). Conversely, 
if (9.34) holds for some choice of signs, then [±— 3=, . . . , ±— 3=1 satisfies 

v ' & > L v /aJ' ' Vol- 1 

X] = and a i z f = 0. It also satisfies the equations a,t? = ayi^. Thus it 
is a singular point. □ 



9.4.3 Cremona's hexahedral equations 

The Sylvester Theorem has the deficiency that it cannot be applied to any non- 
singular cubic surface. The Cremona's hexahedral equations that we consider 
here work for any nonsingular cubic surface. 

Theorem 9.4.6 (L. Cremona) Assume that a cubic surface S is not a cone 
and admits a Cayley-Salmon equation (e.g. S is a nonsingular surface). Then 
S is isomorphic to a cubic surface in P 5 given by the equations 

5 5 5 

Y.^ = Y. u = Y. a ^ = {) - (935) 

i=Q i=Q i=0 

Proof Let S — V^ihh + mim^vn-i) be a Cayley-Salmon equation of S. Let 
us try to find some constants such that the linear forms, after scaling, add up to 
zero. Write 

/• = Aj^, m- = Piirii, i = 1, 2, 3. 

Since S is not a cone, four of the linear forms are linearly independent. After 
reordering the linear forms, we may assume that the linear forms h,l2,h, mi 
are linearly independent. Let 

n%2 = all + bl2 + c^3 + dmi, m 3 — a'h + b'li + c'l^ + d'l^. 

The constants Ai, pi must satisfy the following system of equations 

Ai + ap 2 + a'[i a = 0, 
A 2 + bp 2 + = 0, 
A 3 + c[ii + = 0, 
pi + dp 2 + d'[i3 = 0, 
AiA 2 A 3 + P1P2H3 = 0. 
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The first four linear equations allow us to express linearly all unknowns in 
terms of /j, 2 ,^3- Plugging in the last equation, we get a cubic equation in 
M2/V3- Solving it, we get a solution. Now set 

Z\ = l 2 + I3 — ii> z 2 = l 3 + l'i — i 2 , z 3 = l[ +1' 2 — I3, 

z 4 = fi' 2 + [jl' 3 - (i' v z 5 = (j! 3 + m'i - fi 2 , z 6 = fj,[ + /4 - // 3 . 

One checks that these six linear forms satisfy the equations from the assertion 
of the Theorem. □ 

Equations (9.35) of a del Pezzo cubic surface are called Cremona's hexahe- 
dral equations. 

Corollary 9.4.7 (T. Reye) A general homogeneous cubic form f in four vari- 
ables can be written as a sum of six cubes in 00 4 different ways. In other words, 

dimVSP(/,6)° = 4. 

Proof This follows from the proof of the previous theorem. Consider the map 

(C 4 ) 6 ->C 20 , (l 1 ,...,l 6 )»ll + ... + ll 

It is enough to show that it is dominant. We show that the image contains the 
open subset of nonsingular cubic surfaces. In fact, we can use a Cayley-Salmon 
equation £^2/3 + m,\m 2 m 3 for S = V(f) and apply the proof of the Theorem 
to obtain that, up to a constant factor, 

f = zl + zl + zl + zl + zl + zl. 

□ 



Suppose a nonsingular S is given by equations (9.35). They allow us to 
locate 15 lines on S such that the remaining lines form a double-six. The equa- 
tions of these lines in P 5 are 

6 

Zi + Zj = 0, z k + zi = 0, z m + z n = 0, atZi = 0, 

»=i 

where {i,j, k,l,m,n} = {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6}. Let us denote the line given by the 
above equations by l ijtk ^ mn . 

Let us identify a pair a,b of distinct elements in {1,2,3,4,5,6} with a 
transposition (ab) in &§. We have the product (ij)(kl)(mn) of three com- 
muting transpositions corresponding to each line lij t kl,mn- The group ©6 ad- 
mits a unique (up to a composition with a conjugation) outer automorphism 
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which sends each transposition to the product of three commuting transposi- 
tions. In this way we can match lines hj y ki,mn with exceptional vectors c a \, of 
the E 6 -lattice. To do it explicitly, one groups together five products of three 
commuting transpositions in such a way that they do not contain a common 
transposition. Such a set is called a total and the triples (ij, kl, mn) are called 
synthemes. Here is the set of six totals 

Ti = (12)(36)(45), (13)(24)(56), (14)(26)(35), (15)(23)(46), (16)(25)(34),(9.36) 

T 2 = (12)(36)(45), (13)(25)(46), (14)(23)(56), (15)(26)(34), (16)(24)(35), 

T 3 = (12)(35)(46), (13)(24)(56), (14)(25)(36), (15)(26)(34), (16)(23)(45), 

T 4 = (12)(34)(56), (13)(25)(46), (14)(26)(35), (15)(24)(36), (16)(23)(45), 

T 5 = (12)(34)(56), (13)(26)(45), (14)(25)(36), (15)(23)(46), (15)(24)(35), 

T 6 = (12)(35)(46), (13)(26)(45), (14)(23)(56), (15)(24)(36), (16)(25)(34). 

Two different totals T a , T b contain one common product (ij)(kl)(mn). The 
correspondence (a, b) (ij)(kl)(mn) defines the outer automorphism 

a : 6 6 - 6 6 . (9.37) 

For example, a((12)) = (12) (36) (45) anda((23)) = (15)(26)(34). 

After we matched the lines kj,ki,mn with exceptional vectors c a b, we check 
that this matching defines an isomorphism of the incidence subgraph of the 
lines with the subgraph of the incidence graph of 27 lines on a cubic surface 
whose vertices correspond to exceptional vectors c a b . 

Theorem 9.4.8 Cremona 's hexahedral equations of a nonsingular cubic sur- 
face S defines an ordered double-six of lines. Conversely, a choice of an or- 
dered double-six defines uniquely Cremona hexahedral equations of S. 

Proof We have seen already the first assertion of the theorem. If two surfaces 
given by hexahedral equations define the same double-six, then they have in 
common 15 lines. Obviously, this is impossible. Thus the number of different 
hexahedral equations of S is less than or equal to 36. Now consider the identity 

(zH h z 6 )((z 1 + z 2 + z 3 ) 2 + (z 4 + z 5 + z 6 ) 2 - (zi + z 2 + z 3 )(z 4 + z 5 + z 6 )) 

= (z! + z 2 + z 3 ) 3 + (z 4 + z 5 + z e ) 3 = z\ + • • • + z% 

+3(z 2 + ^X^i + z?){z\ + z 2 ) + 3(z 4 + z 5 )(z 5 + z 6 )(z 4 + z 6 ). 
It shows that Cremona hexahedral equations define a Cayley-Salmon equation 

(z2 + z 3 )(z 1 + z 3 )(zi + z 2 ) + (z 4 + z 5 )(z 5 + z 6 )(z 4 + z 6 ) = 0, 
where we have to eliminate one unknown with help of the equation J2 a i z i — 
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0. Applying permutations of z\, . . . ,Ze, we get 10 Cayley-Salmon equations 
of S. Each set of nine lines formed by the corresponding conjugate pair of 
triads of tritangent planes are among the 15 lines determined by the hexahe- 
dral equation. It follows from the classification of the conjugate pairs that we 
have 10 such pairs of lines cy's (type II). Thus a choice of Cremona hexahedral 
equations defines exactly 10 Cayley-Salmon equations of S. Conversely, it fol- 
lows from the proof of Theorem 9.4.6 that each Cayley-Salmon equation gives 
three Cremona hexahedral equations (unless the cubic equation has a multiple 
root). Since we have 120 Cayley-Salmon equations for S we get 36 = 360/10 
hexahedral equations for S. They match with 36 double-sixes. □ 



9.4.4 The Segre cubic primal 

Let pi, . . . ,p m be a set of points in P n , where m > n + 1. For any ordered 
subset (pi ± , . . . ,Pi n+1 ) of n + 1 points we denote by (i\ . . . i n +i) the de- 
terminant of the matrix whose rows are projective coordinates of the points 
(pi 1 , . . . ,Pi n+1 ) in this order. We consider [i\ . . . i n +i) as a section of the in- 
vertible sheaf <g) "t^p* ( 1 ) on (P") m . It is called a bracket-function. A 
monomial in bracket-functions such that each index i £ {1, . . . ,m} occurs 
exactly d times defines a section of the invertible sheaf 

n 

C d = §§ P *O rn (d). 

i=l 

According to the Fundamental Theorem of Invariant Theory (see [181]) the 
subspace of i?°((P") m , Cj) generated by such monomials is equal 

to the space of invariants H°((P n ) m , £ d ) SL(n+1 , where the group SL(n + 1) 
acts linearly on the space of sections via its diagonal action on (P") m . The 
graded ring 

oo 

K = 0TO(rf) (9-38) 

is a finitely generated algebra. Its projective spectrum is isomorphic to the GIT- 
quotient 

p m ._ (p»)«Y/ S L(n + l) 

of (p n )' m by SL(n + 1). The complement U ss of the set of common zeros of 
generators of the algebra i?™ admits a regular map to P™. The set t/ ss does not 
depend on the choice of generators. Its points are called semi-stable. Let II s be 
the largest open subset such that the fibres of the restriction map U s — > P™ 
are orbits. Its points are called stable. 
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It follows from the Hilbert-Mumford numerical stability criterion that a 
points set {pi,... ,p m ) in P 1 is semi-stable (resp. stable) if and only if at most 
\m (resp. < \m) points coincide. We have already seen the definition of the 
bracket-functions in the case m = 4. They define the cross ratio of four points 

r , (12X34) 

\PUP2,PSM = (13)(24) . 

The cross ratio defines the rational map (P 1 ) 4 — > P 1 . It is defined on the open 
set II s of points where no more than two coincide and it is an orbit space over 
the complement of three points 0, 1, oo. 

In the case of points in P 2 the condition of stability (semi-stability) is that at 
most |m (resp. < |m) coincide and at most |ra (resp. < |m) points are on 
a line. 

Proposition 9.4.9 Let V = {pi , ■ ■ ■ , p 6 ) be an ordered set of distinct points 
in P 1 . The following conditions are equivalent. 

(i) There exists an involution off 1 such that the pairs {pi,p 2 ), {P3,Pa), 
{p5,Pe) are orbits of the involution. 

(ii) The binary forms g^i = 1, 2, 3, with zeros {pi,p 2 ), {P3,Pi), {P5,Pe) 
are linearly dependent. 

(Hi) Let Xi be the image of pi under a Veronese map P 1 — > P 2 . Then the 

lines x\x~2 1 X3X4, x^xq are concurrent, 
(ivj The bracket-function (14) (36) (25) - (16) (23) (54) vanishes atV. 

Proof (i) ^ (ii) Let / : P 1 — > P 1 be the degree 2 map defined by the invo- 
lution. Let / be given by [t ,ti] ^ [,9i (*o,*i)j S2(*o,*i)]> where g lt g 2 are bi- 
nary forms of degree 2. By choosing coordinates in the target space, we may as- 
sume that f(pi) = f(p 2 ) = 0, f{p 3 ) = f{pi) = l,f(p 5 ) = f{pe) = 00, i.e. 

= Si (P2) = 0,32(^3) = .92O4) = 0, {gi-g2){Ph) = (.91 -92){pe) = 
0. Obviously, the binary forms gi , g 2 , g 3 = gi~g 2 are linearly dependent. Con- 
versely, suppose gi,g 2 , g 3 are linearly dependent. By scaling, we may assume 
that 33 = gi -g 2 . We define the involution by [i ,*i] >-» [si(*o,*i),ff2(*o,*i)]- 
(ii) (iii) Without loss of generality, we may assume that pi = [1, a t ] and 
.9i = t\ ~ {ai + a 2 )t ti + a x a 2 t\,g 2 = t\- {a 3 + a 4 )t *i + a 3 a 4 tl,g 3 = 
t\ — («5 + a>&)toti + a 5 a 6 tQ. The condition that the binary forms are linearly 
dependent is 

(1 ai+a 2 aia 2 \ 
1 a 3 + a 4 a 3 a 4 = 0. (9.39) 
1 a 5 + a 6 a 5 a 6 J 
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The image of pi under the Veronese map [to,ti] *—>■ [t§, to^i 3 *|] i s tne P om t 
Xi — [1, aj, a?]. The line a^xy has equation 



(a, - ai)(aiajt - (a, + Oj)ti + i 2 ) = 0. 



Obviously, the three lines are concurrent if and only if (9.39) is satisfied, 
(iii) O- (iv) We have 

'\ a\ + a-i a\a.2\ ( a\ a§ a 
1 a 3 + CL4 a 3 a4 ■ I — a\ — a 3 — (15 
v l a 5 + a 6 a 5 a 6 / \ 1 1 1 

(a 3 - ai)(a 3 - a 2 ) (a 5 - ai)(a 5 - a 2 Y 

(ai - a 3 )(ai - a 4 ) (a 5 - a 3 ) (a 5 - 0,4) 

v (ai - a 5 )(ai - a 6 ) (a 3 - a 5 )(a 3 - a 6 ) 

Taking the determinant, we obtain 

D(ai — a 3 )(ai — a 5 )(a 3 — a 5 ) = 

(0 (a 3 - ai)(a 3 - a 2 ) (a 5 - ai)(a 5 - a 2 )\ 

(ai — a 3 )(ai — a 4 ) (a 5 — a 3 )(a 5 — a 4 ) = 

(ai - a 5 )(ai - a 6 ) (a 3 - a 5 )(a 3 - a 6 ) y 

= (a 3 — a 5 )(a 5 —ai)(ai— a 3 )[(ai—a 4 ) (a 3 —a 6 )(a 5 —a2 ) + (a 6 —ai)(a 2 —a 3 ) (04—05)] • 

Since the points are distinct, canceling by the product (a 3 — 05) (05 — a\ ) (ai — 
a 3 ), we obtain 

(ai - a 4 )(a 3 - a 6 )(a 5 - a 2 ) + (a 6 - ai)(a 2 - a 3 )(a 4 - a 5 ) = 
= (14)(36)(25) - (16)(23)(54) = 0. 

□ 

We let 

[ij, kl,mn] :— (il)(kn)(jm) — (jk)(lm)(ni). (9.40) 

For example, [12,34,56] = (14)(36)(25) - (16)(23)(54). Note that determi- 
nant (9.39) does not change if we permute (a,, aj+i),i = 1, 3, 5. It also does 
not change if we apply an even permutation of the pairs, and changes the sign 
if we apply an odd permutation. 

Let us identify the set (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) with points (00, 0,1,2, 3, 4, 5) of the 
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projective line P X (F S ). The group PSL(2,F 5 ) = 2l 5 acts onP^Fs) via Moe- 
bius transformations z i— > cz+d • ^ et w ° = I 00 *-*, 14, 23] and let Ui,i = 1, . . . , 4, 
be obtained from ito via the action of the transformation z^z + i. Let 

Ui := u + u\ + u 2 + u 3 + u A 

= ([ooO, 14, 23] + [ool, 20, 34] + [oo2, 31, 40] + [oo3, 42, 01] + [oo4, 03, 12]) . 

Obviously, U\ is invariant under the subgroup of order 5 generated by the 
transformation z i— > z + 1. It is also invariant under the transformation r:zw 
—1/z, It is well known that 2I5 is generated by these two transformations. The 
orbit of Uoo under the group $1$ acting by permutations of 00, 0, . . . , 4 consists 
of six functions Ui,U2,Us,Ui,U5,Ue. We will rewrite them now returning to 
our old notation of indices by the set (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6). 

/Ui\ /0 [12,36,45] [13,24,56] [14,35,26] [15,46,23] [16,25,34] 
I U 2 \ I [15, 26, 34] [13, 46, 25] [16, 35, 24] [14, 23, 56] 

U 3 [16,23,45] [14,25,36] [12,35,46] 

U± ~ [12,34,56] [15,36,24] 

U5 [13,45,26] 

\U 6 J V 

(9.41) 

where the matrix is skew-symmetric. We immediately observe that 

Ui + U 2 + U 3 + U A + U 5 + U 6 = 0. (9.42) 

Next observe that the triples of pairs [ij, kl, ran] in each row of the matrix 
constitute a total from (9.36). One easily computes the action of ©6 on [/j's. 
For example, 

(12) : {U x >U 2 ,U^Ui,U n ,U 6 ) ^ (-U 2 ,-U u -U 9> -U s ,-U 4) -U a ). 

Its trace is equal to 1 . 

Recall that there are four isomorphism classes of irreducible 5-dimensional 
linear representations of the permutation group & 6 . They differ by the trace of 
a transposition (ij). 

If the trace is equal to 3, the representation is isomorphic to the standard 
representation V^t in the space 

V = {( Zl ,...,z e ) eC 6 :zi + --- + z 6 = 0}. 

It coincides with the action of the Weyl group VT(Ag) on the root lattice A 6 . It 
corresponds to the partition (5, 1) of 6. 

If the trace is equal to —3, the representation is isomorphic to the tensor 
product of the standard representation and the 1 -dimensional sign representa- 
tion. It corresponds to the dual partition (2, 1, 1, 1, 1). 
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If the trace is equal to 1, the representation is isomorphic to the composition 
of the outer automorphism a : &g — > &q and the standard representation. It 
corresponds to the partition (3, 3). 

If the trace is equal to -1, the representation is isomorphic to the tensor prod- 
uct of the previous representation and the sign representation. It corresponds 
to the partition (2, 2, 2). 

So, our representation on the linear space V = (Rf)(l) associated with the 
partition (3, 3). 

One checks that the involution (12)(34)(56) acts as 

(U u U 2l U 3 ,U 4l U 5 ,U 6 ) ^ (-Un-Uto-Ust-Uto-U^-Ue). (9.43) 

Its trace is equal to —3. A well-known formula from the theory of linear repre- 
sentations 

dim V G = — Trace (s) 

* gee 

shows that the dimension of the invariant subspace for the element (12) (34) (56) 
is equal to 1. It follows from (9.43) that the function U4, — U5 is invariant. On 
the other hand, we also know that the function [12, 34, 56] is invariant too. This 
gives 1/4 — 1/5 = c[12, 36, 54] for some scalar c. Evaluating these functions on 
a point set (pi, . . . ,p 6 ) with p\ = pi.Pz — Pe,P4 = P5 we find that c = 6. 
Now applying permutations we obtain: 



Ui - U2 = 6[12,36,45], Ui-U 3 = 6[13, 24, 56], Ui - U4 = 6[14,35, 26], (9.44) 
Ui - Us = 6[15,46,23], Ui - U 6 = 6[16, 25, 34], U 2 - U 3 = 6[15, 26,34], 
U 2 - U 4 = 6[13,46,25], U 2 -U s = 6[16,35, 24], U 2 - U 6 = 6[14, 23, 56], 
U s - U 4 = 6[16,45,23], U 3 - U 5 = 6[14, 25,36], U 3 - U 6 = 6[12,46,35], 
U 4 - U 5 = 6[12, 43,56], U 4 - U e = 6[15,36, 24], U 5 - U fi = 6[13,45, 26], 

Similarly, we find that U\ + U2 is the only anti-invariant function under a and 
hence coincides with c(12)(36)(45). After evaluating the functions at a point 
set (pi, . . . ,p 6 ) with p\ — p$,P2 — P4,P5 — Pq we find that c = 4. In this 
way we get the relations: 



Ux + U 2 = 4(12)(36)(45), Ui + U 3 = 4(13)(42)(56), Ui + U 4 = 4(41) (53) (26), (9.45) 

Ui + (7s = 4(15)(46)(32), Ui + U e = 4(16)(25)(34), U 2 + U 3 = 4(15) (26) (43), 

U 2 + Ui= 4(13) (46) (25), U 2 + U;, = 4(16)(35)(42), U 2 + U 6 = 4(14) (23) (56), 

U 3 + Ui = 4(16) (54) (32), U 3 + U 5 = 4(14)(25)(63), U 3 + U e = 4(12)(46)(53), 

Ui + U 5 = 4(12) (34) (56), Ui + U 6 = 4(15)(36)(24), U 5 + U e = 4(13)(45)(62). 
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By using (9.42), we obtain 

Ui = (12) (36) (45) + (13) (42) (56) + (14) (35) (26) + (15) (46) (32) + (16)(25)(34|,46) 
U 2 = (12)(36)(45) + (13)(46)(25) + (14) (56) (23) + (15)(26)(43) + (16)(24)(53), 
U 3 = (12)(53)(46) + (13)(42)(56) + (14) (52) (36) + (15)(26)(43) + (16)(23)(45), 
U 4 = (12)(34)(56) + (13)(46)(25) + (14) (35) (26) + (15)(24)(36) + (16)(23)(45), 
U 5 = (12)(34)(56) + (13)(54)(26) + (14) (52) (36) + (15)(46)(32) + (16)(24)(53), 
Ug = (12)(53)(46) + (13) (54) (26) + (14) (56) (23) + (15)(36)(24) + (16)(25)(34). 

We see that our functions are in bijective correspondence with six totals from 
above. The functions U\, . . . , Uq are known as the Joubert functions. 

It is easy to see that the functions Ui do not vanish simultaneously on semi- 
stable point sets. Thus they define a morphism 



Theorem 9.4.10 The morphism J defined by the Joubert functions is an iso- 
morphism onto the subvariety S3 0/P 5 given by the equations 



Proof It is known that the graded ring R\ is generated by the following 
bracket-functions {standard tableaux): 



(12)(34)(56), (12)(35)(46), (13)(24)(56), (13)(25)(46), (14)(25)(36) 



(see [175]). The subspace of R\{\) generated by the Joubert functions is in- 
variant with respect to ©6- Since i?f(l) is an irreducible representation, this 
implies that the relation Ui = spans the linear relations between the Jou- 
bert functions. Consider the sum £ = ^Uf . Obviously, it is invariant with 
respect to One immediately checks that an odd permutation in ©6 trans- 
forms each sum £ to — £. This implies that £ = whenever two points pi and 
Pj coincide. Hence £ must be divisible by the product of 15 functions (ij). 
This product is of degree 5 in coordinates of each point but £ is of degree 3. 
This implies that £ = 0. Since the functions Ui generate the graded ring R\, 
by definition of the space Pf , we obtain an isomorphism from Pf to a closed 
subvariety of S3. Since the latter is irreducible and of dimension equal to the 
dimension of Pf, we obtain the assertion of the theorem. □ 

The cubic threefold S3 is called the Segre cubic primal. We will often con- 
sider it as a hypersurface in P 4 . 

It follows immediately by differentiating that the cubic hypersurface S3 has 
10 double points. They are the points p — [1, 1, 1, — 1, — 1, —1] and others 
obtained by permuting the coordinates. A point p is given by the equations 



J : Ff —y P 5 . 



5 



5 




(9.47) 



526 



Cubic surfaces 



Zi + Zj — 0, 1 < i < 3, 4 < j < 6. By using (9.42) this implies that p is the 
image of a point set with p\ = p4 = p$ or p2 — P3 — P5- Thus the singular 
points of the Segre cubic primal are the images of semi-stable, but not stable, 
point sets. 

Also S3 has 15 planes with equations z,; + zj = z^ + z\ — zi + z m = 0. 
Let us see that they are the images of point sets with two points that coincide. 
Without loss of generality, we may assume that z\ + Z2 = z$ + Z4 = Z5 + 
z 6 = 0. Again from (9.42), we obtain that (12) (36) (45), (16) (23) (45) and 
(13)(26)(45) vanish. This happens if and only if p^ — p 5 . 

We know that the locus of point sets (qi, . . . , q§) such that the pairs (qi, qj), 
(qk,qi), and (q 7n ,qn) are orbits of an involution are defined by the equa- 
tion [ij, kl, mn] = 0. By (9.44), we obtain that they are mapped to a hyper- 
plane section of S3 defined by the equation z a — z\, = 0, where a((ab)) = 
(ij)(kl)(mn). 

It follows from Cremona's hexahedral equations that a nonsingular cubic 
surface is isomorphic to a hyperplane section of the Segre cubic. In a Theorem 
below we will make it more precise. But first we need some lemmas. 

Lemma 9.4.11 Let x\, . . . , x§ be six points in P 2 . Let {1, . . . , 6} = {i, j} U 

{fc, 1} U {m, n}. The condition that the lines XiTJ, XkXi, x m x n are concurrent 
is 

(ijjkljmn) := (kli)(mnj) — (mni)(klj) = 0. (9.48) 

Proof The expression (kli)(mnx) — (mni)(klx) can be considered as a lin- 
ear function defining a line in P 2 . Plugging in x — Xi we see that it passes 
through the point Xi. Also if x is the intersection point of the lines x~kxj and 
x m x n , then, writing the coordinates of a; as a linear combination of the coor- 
dinates of XkXi, and of that the line passes through the point x. 
Now equation (9.48) expresses the condition that the point xj lies on the line 
passing through xi and the intersection point of the lines xtxj and x m x n . This 
proves the assertion. □ 

The functions (ij, kl, mn) change the sign after permuting two numbers in 
one pair. They change sign after permuting two pairs of numbers. 

It is known (see [175]) that the space is generated by bracket-functions 

(ijk)(lmn). Its dimension is equal to 5 and it has a basis corresponding to 
standard tableaux 

(123)(456), (124)(356), (125)(346), (134)(256), (135)(246). 



The group acts linearly on this space via permuting the numbers 1, . . . , 6. 
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Let 

( 0l \ 

u 3 

u 5 



/O (12,36,45) (13,24,56) (14,26,35) (15,46,23) (16,34, 25)\ /1\ 

(15,26,34) (13,25,46) (16,35,24) (14, 56, 23) \ (1 

(16,45,23) (14,36,25) (12,46,35) 

(12,56,34) (15,36,24) 

(13,45,26) 



1 
1 

w 



We/ V ' o 

Equations (9.44) extend to the functions Ui. 

Note that the transposition (12) acts on the functions U as 

The trace is equal to —1. This shows that the representation (i?|) (1) is different 
from the representation (i?f)(l); it is associated to the partition (2, 2, 2). One 
checks that the substitution (12) (34) (56) acts by 



(U U U 2 ,U 3 ,U 4 ,U 5 ,U 6 ) i * {Ur^Us^U^Ue). 

The trace is equal to 3. This implies that the sign representation enters the 
representation of the cyclic group ((12)(34)(56)) on (E^)(l) with multiplicity 
1 . Thus the space of anti-invariant elements is one-dimensional. It is spanned 
by O4 — O5. Since the function (12) (34) (56) is anti-invariant, we obtain that 
U4 — U5 = c(12)(34)(56). Again, as above, we check that c = 6. In this way, 
the equations (9.44) extend to the functions Ui with [ij, kl.mn] replaced with 
(ij)(kl)(mri). 

Lemma 9.4.12 We have the relation 

Ui + U 2 + U 3 = -6(146) (253) (9.49) 
and similar relations obtained from this one by permuting the set (1, . . . , 6). 
Proof Adding up, we get 

U 1 + U 2 + U 3 = ((14, 26, 35) + (14, 56, 23) + (14, 25, 36)) + ((16, 34, 25) 

+(16, 35, 24) + (16, 45, 23)) + ((15, 46, 23) + (13, 25, 46) + (12, 46, 35)) . 
Next we obtain 

(14,26,35) + (14,56,23) + (14,25,36) = (142)(536) - (146) (532) + (146)(523) 
-(143) (526) + (142) (563) - (143) (562) = -2(146)(253), 

(16,34,25) + (16,35,24) + (16,45,23) = (163) (524) - (164) (523) + (165)(243) 
-(163) (245) + (164) (325) - (165) (324) = -2(146)(253), 

(15,46,23) + (13,25,46) + (12,46,35) = (465) (312) - (462)(315) + (463)(152) 
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-(461)(153)+(465)(123)-(463)(125) = 2((465)(312)-(462)(315)+(463)(152)). 
Now we use the Pliicker relation (10.3) 

(ijk)(lmn) — (ijl)(kmn) + (ijm)(kln) — (ijn)(klm) = 0. (9.50) 
It gives 

(465)(312) - (462) (315) + (463) (152) = -(146) (253). 

Collecting all of this together, we get the assertion. □ 

Let (pi,... ,pq) be a fixed ordered set of six points in P 2 . Consider the 
following homogeneous cubic polynomials in coordinates x — (to, ti, tz) of a 
point in P 2 . 

Fi = (12a) (36a) (45a) + (13a:) (42a:) (56a;) + (14a;) (26s) (35a:) + (15a;) (46a:) (32a;) + (16a;) (34a;) (25a;), 
F 2 = (12a;) (36a:) (45a:) + (13a:) (25x) (46a;) + (14a;) (56a;) (23a:) + (15a:) (26a:) (43a;) + (16a;) (24a) (53a:), 
F 3 = (12a)(35a)(46a) + (13a) (42a:) (56*) + (14a:) (52a;) (36a:) + (15a:) (26a:) (43a;) + (16a;) (45a) (23a:), 
F 4 = (12a)(34a)(56a) + (13a) (46s) (25a) + (14a:) (35a;) (26a) + (15a) (36a) (24a) + (16a) (23a) (45a), 
F 5 = (12a)(34a)(56a) + (13a) (54a) (26a) + (14a) (52a) (36a) + (15a) (46a) (32a) + (16a) (24a) (53a), 
F 6 = (12a) (53a) (46a) + (13a) (54a) (26a) + (14a) (56a) (23a) + (15a) (36a) (24a) + (16a) (25a) (34a). 

Theorem 9.4.13 The rational map 

$:P 2 -^P 5 , x»[(Fi(x),...,F 6 (x)} 
has the image given by the equations 

z\ + 4 + zl + z\ + zl + zl =0, (9.51) 

z 1 + z 2 + z 3 + + z 5 + z 6 = 0, 

aiZi + a 2 z 2 + a 3 z 3 + a A z A + a 5 z 5 + a e z 6 = 0, 

where (oi, . . . , ae) are the values of(Ui,...,Ue)at the point set (p\, . . . ,pe). 
They satisfy ai + ■ ■ ■ + ae = 0. 

Proof Take x = (1, 0, 0), then each determinant (ijx) is equal to the determi- 
nant (ij) for the projection of pi, . . . ,pe to P • . Since all the bracket-functions 
are invariant with respect to SL(3) we see that any (ijx) is the bracket-function 
for the projection of the points to P 1 with center at x. This shows that the rela- 
tions for the functions Ui imply similar relations for the polynomials Fj. This is 
an example of Clebsch's transfer principle, which we discussed in Subsection 
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3.4.2. Let us find the additional relation of the form Y^l=o aiZi = Consider 
the cubic curve 

C = a x Fi{x) H h a 6 F 6 (x) = 0, 

where a\ , . . . , a§ are as in the assertion of the theorem. We have already noted 
that (ij, kl, mn) are transformed by ©6 in the same way as (ij)(kl)(mn) up 
to the sign representation. Thus the expression J2i a>iFi(x) is transformed to 
itself under an even permutation and is transformed to — J2i a>iFi(x) under an 
odd permutation. Thus the equation of the cubic curve is invariant with respect 
to the order of the points pt,...,pe- Obviously, C vanishes at the points p^ 
Suppose we prove that C vanishes at the intersection point of the lines pifn 
and p 3 p 4 , then by symmetry it vanishes at the intersection points of all possible 
pairs of lines, and hence contains five points on each line. Since C is of degree 
3 this implies that C vanishes on 15 lines, hence C is identically zero and we 
are done. 

So, let us prove that the polynomial C vanishes at p — p\p 2 H p 3 p 4 - Recall 
from analytic geometry (or multi-linear algebra) that p can be represented by 
the vector (v\ x v 2 ) x (i; 3 x w 4 ) = (v\ A v 2 A Vs)v4 — (v\ A v 2 A V4)v 3 = 
(123)1)4 — (124)^3. Thus the value of (ijx) atp is equal to 

(tjp) = (123)(y4) - (124)(y3) = (12)(y)(34). (9.52) 

Applying Clebsch's transfer principle to (9.45), we obtain 

Fi(x) + F 2 (x) = 4(12x)(36x)(45x) ) F 4 (x) + F 5 (x) = 4(l2x)(Mx)(56x), 

F^x) + F e {x) = 4(16i)(25x)(34a;) ) F 3 (x) + F 6 (x) = 4(12x)(53a;)(46x) ) 

F 2 (x) + F 3 (x) = (15a;)(26af)(43a:). 

This implies that Fi + F 2 , F 4 + F 5 , Fx + F 6 , F 3 + F 6 , F 2 + F 3 all vanish 
at p. Thus the value of C at p is equal to 

(a 4 - a 5 )F 4 (p) + (a 2 + a 6 - a% - a 3 )F 6 (p) 
= (a 4 - a 5 )(F 4 (p) + F 6 (p)) + (a 2 + a 6 + a 5 - ai - a 3 - a 4 )F 6 (p) 

= (a 4 - a 5 )(F 4 (p) + F 6 (p)) + (a 2 + a 5 + a 6 )(i ? i(p) + F 3 (p)). 

Here we used that ai H h a 6 = and F^p) + F 3 (p) + 2F 6 (p) = 0. By 

Lemma 9.4.12, 



a 4 -a 5 = (a 4 +ai+a 2 )-(a 5 +ai+a 2 ) = 6(125)(436)-6(126)(435) = 6(12,43,56). 
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0,2 + 0,5 + 0,6 = 6(346)(125). 
By using reftrit2 and (9.52), we get 

F 4 (p) +F 6 (p) = (51p)(42p)(36p) = (42p)(12,34, 15)(12, 36, 34), 

Fi(p)+F 3 (p) = (13p)(42p)(56p) = (42p) (12, 56, 34) (12, 13, 34). 
Collecting this together, we obtain that the value of |C at p is equal to 

(12, 43, 56)(42p)[(12, 34, 15)(12, 36, 34) + (125) (436) (12, 13, 34)). 
It remains for us to check that 

(12, 34, 15)(12, 36, 34) + (125) (436) (12, 13, 34) 

= (125) (314) (123) (364) + (125) (463) (123) (134) = 0. 

□ 

Recall that the Segre cubic contains 15 planes defined by equations 

*^ij,hl,mn • %i + %j %k + %l ^rn + %n 0, 

where {i,j} U {k, 1} U {m, n} = [1,6]. The intersection of this plane with the 
hyperplane H : ^ ctjZj = is the union of three lines on the cubic surface. In 
this way we see 15 lines. Each hyperplane : Zi + Zj = cuts out the Segre 
cubic S3 along the union of three planes Ily jy mn , where the union of {k, 1} 
and {to, 71} is equal to [1,6] \ The hyperplane H intersects n S3 

along the union of three lines. Thus we see 15 tritangent planes and 15 lines 
forming a configuration (I53). This is a subconfiguration of the configuration 
(275, 453) of 27 lines and 45 tritangent planes on a nonsingular cubic surface. 
The Segre cubic is characterized by the property that it has 10 nodes. 

Theorem 9.4.14 Let S be a normal cubic hypersurface in P with 10 ordi- 
nary double nodes. Then S is isomorphic to the Segre cubic primal. 

Proof Choose projective coordinates such that one of the singular points is 
the point [1,0,0,0,0]. The equation of S can be written in the form 

t Q A(t 1 ,...,t 4 )+B(t 1 ,...,t 4 )=0. 

By taking the partials, we obtain that the degree 6 curve C — V(A, B) in P 3 
has nine singular points. Since [1,0,0,0,0] is an ordinary double point, the 
quadratic form A is nondegenerate. Thus the curve C is a curve of bidegree 
(3, 3) on a nonsingular quadric V(A). It is a curve of arithmetic genus with 
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nine singular points. It is easy to see that this is possible only if C is the union 
of six lines, two triples of lines from each of the two rulings. Since Aut(P x ) 
acts transitively on the set of ordered triple of points, we can fix the curve C. 
Two cubics V(B) and V(B') cut out the same curve C on V(A) if and only if 
B' — B = AL, where L is a linear form. Replacing to by to + L, we can fix 
B. □ 

It follows from the proof that no cubic hypersurface in P 4 has more than 
ten ordinary double points. Thus the Segre cubic primal can be characterized, 
up to projective equivalence, by the property that it has maximal number of 
ordinary double points. 

Proposition 9.4.15 Let p\ , . . , , be points in P 3 in general linear posi- 
tion. The linear system of quadrics through these points defines a rational map 
P 3 — > P 4 whose image is isomorphic to the Segre cubic primal. 

Proof It is clear that the dimension of the linear system is equal to 4. To com- 
pute the degree of the image, we have to compute the number of intersection 
points of three general quadrics from the linear system and subtract the num- 
ber of base points. Three general quadrics intersect at eight points, subtracting 
five, we get three. So, the image of the rational map is a cubic hypersurface 
S in P 4 . For each line £ij — PipJ, the general member of the linear system 
intersects £y only at the points pi , pj . This implies that the image of the line 
in P 4 is a point. It is easy to see that no other line in P 4 , except the ten lines 
£ij, is blown down to a point. This implies that the image of is an isolated 
singular point of S. Let Y — > P 3 be the blow-up of the points pi, . . . ,p$. The 
composition / : Y — > P 3 -~ » P 4 defines a regular birational map from Y 
to S. It is a small resolution of S in the sense that the preimages of the sin- 
gular points are not divisors but curves. Let Y' — > Y be the blow-up of the 
proper transforms of the lines lij in Y. The normal bundle of a line £ n P 3 is 
isomorphic to Oi(\) © Oe(l). It follows from some elementary facts of the 
intersection theory (see [230], Appendix B.6) that the normal bundle of the 
proper transform £ij of £^ is isomorphic to Og. .(— 1) © Og. .(— 1). This im- 
plies that the preimage of £^j in Y' is isomorphic to the product P 1 x P 1 . Thus 
the composition Y' — > Y — > S is a resolution of singularities with the excep- 
tional divisor over each singular point of S isomorphic to P 1 x P 1 . It is well 
known that it implies that each singular point of S is an ordinary double point 
of S. Applying Theorem 9.4.14, we obtain that S is isomorphic to the Segre 
cubic primal. □ 

Remark 9.4.16 According to [218], the Segre cubic primal admits 1024 small 
resolutions in the category of complex manifolds. By the action of ©6 they 
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are divided into 13 isomorphism classes. Six of the classes give projective 
resolutions. 

The coefficients (<2i, . . . , ae) in Theorem 9.4.13 can be viewed as elements 
of the 5-dimensional linear space V = (-R|)(l). Since the functions £/* add up 
to zero, di + ■ ■ ■ + a 6 = 0. They map the moduli space P| of ordered sets of 
six points in P 2 to the hyperplane VQ^ t») in P 5 . We know that the action of 
©6 on P| defines an irreducible representation of type (2,2,2) on V and the 
functions Ui are transformed according to the same representation. It is known 
that the algebra R\ is generated by the space and one element T from 

(Rf)(2). We have 

T = (123) (145) (246) (356) - (124) (135) (236) (456). (9.53) 

If we replace 6 with x and consider this as an equation of a conic in P 2 , we ob- 
serve that the expression vanishes when x = pi,P2,P3,P4,P5- Thus the conic 
passes through the points Pi,P2,P3,P4,P5, %■ So, the function T vanishes on 
the set of points (p\, ■ ■ ■ ,pe) lying on a conic. This is a hypersurface X in P§ . 
One shows that T 2 is a polynomial of degree 4 in generators of (i?|)(l). This 
implies that the image of X is a quartic hypersurface in P(V). Since the map 
X — » V(V) is ©6-equivariant, the image of X can be given by a 6g-invariant 
polynomial in £j. Since the representation V is self-dual, and is obtained from 
the standard representation of 6g on V by composing with the outer automor- 
phism, the invariant functions are symmetric polynomials. So, the equation of 
the image of X is equal to 

s% + AS4 = 0, 

where Sk = Y^=o tf- The coefficient A can be found from the fact that the hy- 
persurface X is singular at the locus of strictly semi-stable points represented 
by points sets pi = pj and the remaining four points are collinear. The lo- 
cus consists of 15 lines. A simple computation shows that the only symmetric 
quartic with this property is the quartic V(s^ — As±) (see [?], Theorem 4.1). 
The quartic threefold CR4 in P 5 given by the equations 

5> = q. (E^) 2 - 4 E^ = ° ( 9 - 54 ) 

i=0 i=0 i=0 

will be called the Castelnuovo-Richmond quartic. It 

Corollary 9.4.17 The variety P® is isomorphic to the double cover of P 4 
ramified over the Castelnuovo-Richmond quartic. It can be given by the equa- 
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Hons 

*S + (E*?) 2 - 4 E*i = °> X> = °- ( 9 - 55 ) 

i=0 i=0 i=0 

in P(l, 1,1, 1,1, 2). 

The involution (to, . . . , te) i— > (to, . . . , t$, —to) is the association involu- 
tion. Applying it to the projective equivalence class of a general point set 
(pi, . . . ,pe) we obtain the projective equivalence class of a set (qi, . . . , qg) 
such that the blow-ups of the two sets are isomorphic cubic surfaces, and the 
two geometric markings are defined by a double-six. We refer for all of this to 
[175]. 

Consider the dual variety (S3) v of the Segre cubic primal. Since S3 has 
10 ordinary nodes, the Pliicker-Teissier Formula shows that (S3) v is a quartic 
hypersurface. The duals of the hyperplanes Hy define 15 points in the dual P 4 . 
The duals of the planes Hij,ki,mn are 15 lines. They are singular lines of CR4. 
The 15 lines and 15 points form a configuration (153) in the dual space. 

Proposition 9.4.18 The dual variety of the Segre cubic primal is isomorphic 
to the Castelnuovo-Richmond quartic hypersurface: 

CR 4 = (S 3 ) V . 

Proof We may assume that S3 is given by the equation Yli=o *i — (2i=o = 
in P 4 , and the group 06 a °ts by letting its subgroup 65 permute to, ... ,£4 
and sending the transposition (56) to the transformation tj 1— > tj, i < 4, <4 i— > 
— L, where L = to + ■ ■ ■ + t±. The polar map is given by polynomials Fj = 
tf — L 2 , i = 0, . . . , 4. After a linear change of the coordinates in the target 
space 

Vi =Vi~ ^(?/o + V1+V2 + 2/3), i = 0,. . • ,4, 

we obtain that the linear representation of ©6 on the target space is isomorphic 
to the representation on the tj's. Thus the dual hypersurface is isomorphic to a 
quartic threefold in P 5 given by the equations 

5 

E Vi = ' S 2 + ^ S 4 = 0, 

i=0 

where Sk — J2i=o Vi - Under the polar map, the 15 planes in 63 are mapped to 
15 singular lines on the dual variety. A straightforward computation shows that 
this implies that the parameter A is equal to —4 (see [235], Theorem 4. 1). □ 
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9.4.5 Moduli spaces of cubic surfaces 

The methods of the Geometric Invariant Theory (GIT) allows one to construct 
the moduli space of nonsingular cubic surfaces .M cu b as an open subset of the 
GIT-quotient 

oo 

P(S 3 ((C 4 ) V )//SL(4) = Proj05 <i (5 3 ((C 4 ) v ) v ) SL(4) . (9.56) 

d=Q 

The analysis of stability shows that, except one point, the points of this variety 
represent the orbits of cubic surfaces with ordinary double points. The excep- 
tional point corresponds to the isomorphism class of a unique surface with 
three ^-singularities. So, the GIT-quotient can be taken as a natural compact- 
ification .Mcub of the moduli space A4 cu b- The computations from the classical 
invariant theory due to G. Salmon [488], [492] and A. Clebsch [103] (see a 
modern exposition in [307]) show that the graded ring of invariants is gener- 
ated by elements 1^ of degrees d = 8, 16, 24, 32, 40 and 100 (a modern proof 
of completeness can be found in [38]). The first four basic invariants are in- 
variants with respect to the group G of invertible matrices with the determinant 
equal to ±1. This explains why their degrees are divisible by 8 (see [181]). The 
last invariant is what the classics called a skew invariant, it is not an invariant 
of G but an invariant of SL(4). There is one basic relation expressing lf 00 as 
a polynomial in the remaining invariants. The graded subalgebra generated by 
elements of degree divisible by 8 is freely generated by the first five invariants. 
Since the projective spectrum of this subalgebra is isomorphic to the projective 
spectrum of the whole algebra, we obtain an isomorphism 

M cuh = P(8,16,24,32,40) ^ P(l,2,3,4,5). (9.57) 

This, of course, implies that the moduli space of cubic surfaces is a rational 
variety. 

The discriminant A of a homogeneous cubic form in four variables is ex- 
pressed in terms of the basic invariants by the formula 

A = (/£ - 64/ 16 ) 2 - 2 14 (/ 32 + 2- 3 / 8 / 24 ) (9.58) 

(the exponent —3 is missing in Salmon's formula and also the coefficient at I32 
was wrong, it has been corrected in [150]). 

We may restrict the invariants to the open Zariski subset of Sylvester non- 
degenerate cubic surfaces, It allows one to identify the first four basic invari- 
ants with symmetric functions of the coefficients of the Sylvester equations. 
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Salmon's computations give 



(7 4 -4<7 3 Cr 5 , I 



16 



4 

CT4C5, 



'32 



'40 = 051 

(9.59) 

where <7j are elementary symmetric polynomials. Evaluating A from above, we 
obtain a symmetric polynomial of degree 8 obtained from (9.34) by eliminating 
the irrationality. 

The invariant Z40 restricts to (aoa1a.2a.3a4) 8 . It does not vanish on the set of 
Sylvester nondegenerate cubic surfaces. Its locus of zeros is the closure of the 
locus of Sylvester-degenerate nonsingular cubic surfaces. 

The skew-invariant J100 is given by the equation 



hoo = (aoaia 2 a 3 a 4 ) det 



It vanishes on the closure of the locus of nonsingular surfaces with an Eckardt 
point. Observe that it vanishes if aj = a,j and that agrees with Example 9. 1.25. 
Following [150] we can interpret (9.59) as a rational map 

^ 4 )/6 5 =P(1, 2,3,4,5) --*VW cub ^P(l,2,3,4,5). 
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We have 



0"! 
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^•3 ' 



Z32 
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J 24 



^8^40 



cr 4 



.12 



or, 



r2 
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^•15 ' 



This gives the inverse rational map 

M C ub — » 



l )/©5 



The map is not defined at the set of points where all the invariants 1^ vanish 
except 7 8 . It is shown in [150], Theorem 6.1 that the set of such points is the 
closure of the orbit of a Fermat cubic surface. 

Remark 9.4.19 One should compare the moduli space P| of ordered sextu- 
ples of points in the plane and the moduli space A4 cu b of cubic surfaces. The 
blow-up of a set of six points in general position is isomorphic to a cubic sur- 
face. It comes equipped with a geometric basis. The Weyl group W^Eg) acts 
transitively on geometric bases, and the birational quotient of P| by the action 
of VF(E6) is isomorphic to A4 C ub- The forgetful map 

P§ — » M cuh (9.60) 

is of degree equal to #W{Eis). The action of the subgroup 6 6 of the Weyl 
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group is easy to describe. It is a regular action on Pf via permuting the points. 
In the model of Pf given by Equation (9.55), the action is achieved by permut- 
ing the coordinates to, ■ ■ ■ , t$ according to the representation of type (2,2,2). 
The quotient is isomorphic to the double cover 

(P^)/6 6 ^P 4 /6 6 -P(2,3,4,5,6). 

It is ramified over the image of the hypersurface V(T) C Pf parameteriz- 
ing points sets on a conic. The branch locus is the image of the Castelnuovo- 
Richmond quartic CR4 in the quotient. It is isomorphic to P(2, 3, 5, 6). In the 
cubic surface interpretation the ramification locus is birationally isomorphic to 
cubic surfaces with a node. This shows that the moduli space of singular cu- 
bic surfaces is birationally isomorphic to P(2, 3, 5, 6), and hence is a rational 
variety. 

The quotient (P|)/£>6 can be viewed as a birational model of the moduli 
space of cubic surfaces together with a choice of a double-six. The previous 
isomorphism shows that this moduli space is rational. It is not known whether 
the moduli space of cubic surfaces together with a sixer of lines is a rational 
variety. 

Note that the functions Ui, taken as generators of the space (J?|)(l), al- 
low one to identify some special loci in P| with ones in M. cn h- For exam- 
ple, we know from (9.44) that U\ — U2 — represents the locus of points 
sets (pi, . . . ,p$) such that the lines pip2,P3P6,P4P5 are collinear. This corre- 
sponds to a cubic surface with an Eckardt point. Changing the order of points, 
this gives 15 hypersurfaces in Pf permuted by 6q. Another example is a hy- 
persurface V(U\ + U2 + O3). According to Lemma 9.4.12, it corresponds to 
the locus of points set (pi, . . . ,pe), where the points pi,p4,p^ or P2,P3,P5 
are collinear. They are permuted by ©6 and give 20 hypersurfaces in Pf . The 
image of these hypersurfaces under the map (9.60) is contained in the locus of 
singular surfaces. 

A cubic surface in P 3 can be given as a hyperplane section of a cubic 
threefold in P 4 = \W\. In this way the theory of projective invariants of 
cubic surfaces becomes equivalent to the theory of projective invariants of 
PGL(5) in the space S 3 (W W ) x W y . The Cremona hexahedral equations 
of a cubic surface represents a subvariety of this representation isomorphic 
to C 6 . Clebsch's transfer principle (for a modern explanation see [307]) al- 
lows one to express projective invariants of GL(4) as polynomial functions on 
C 6 . The degree of an invariant polynomial of degree m equal to their weights 
3m/4. In particular, the basic polynomials 2g, . . . , Tioo become polynomials 
J\2, Jis, J24, J30, J75 in (ai, . . . , a-e) of degrees indicated in the subscript. 
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The first five polynomials are symmetric polynomials in a\,...,a$, the last 
one is a skew-symmetric polynomial. For example, 

J 6 = 24(4(7^ - 3cr| - 16cr 2 f74 + 12er 6 ) 

(see [116] Part III, p. 336, and [536]). 

The skew-invariant J75 defining the locus of cubic surfaces with an Eckardt 
points is reducible. It contains as a factor of degree 15 the discriminant Yii<j ( a i~ 
dj) of the polynomial (X — ai) ■ ■ ■ (X — ae). The remaining factor of degree 
60 is equal to the product of 30 polynomials of the form 

Ti256;3 = (126) (356) (134) (253) - (136) (256) (123) (354), (9.61) 

where we use Lemma 9.4.12 to express the product of two brackets as a func- 
tion di+cij+ak. The vanishing of T 12 56 ; 3 expresses the condition that the conic 
through the points p\ , P2 , P3 , P5 , pe is touched at p$ by the line pzpl (equiva- 
lently, the tritangent plane defined by the lines 2eo — e ii e o ~ e 3 — e 4 nas 
an Eckardt point). Together with 15 polynomials D, — Uj, this accounts for 45 
hypersurfaces defining the locus of cubic surfaces with an Eckardt point. Note 
that the formulas for 0, — Uj and Ti256 ; 3 allow one to compute the number 
of Eckardt points on a surface given by Cremona's hexahedral equations. For 
example, if we have one pair of equal coefficients a,, we have an Eckardt point 
on the surface. However, it is not a necessary condition, because an Eckardt 
point may arise from the vanishing of a function of type Ti256 ; 3- For example, 
a cyclic cubic surface has nine Eckardt points, and they cannot be found only 
from the equalities of the coefficients aj. 

We can also find the expression of the discriminant invariant A (9.58) in 
terms of the coefficients ao, . ■ ■ , 05. 

We know that the quartic symmetric polynomials a\ — Aa^ in 01, . . . , ae 
equal to the squares of the function T from (9.53) representing points sets on 
a conic. Thus we see that the discriminant invariant in (ao, . . . , 05), being of 
of degree 24, must be a scalar multiple of the product of powers of (a 2 — 4*74) 
and powers of (a» + dj + a^), l<z<j<fc<5 representing points sets 
with three collinear points. The only way to make a symmetric polynomial of 
degree 24 in this way is to take all factors in the first power. We also use that 
ui vanishes on (a%, . . . , as). The computer computation gives the following 
expression in terms of the elementary symmetric polynomials: 

A = (0-2— 404) (crij 0-4— 2o^o%o±o<i + o\o\o\ + 2o\o/to\ — 2(T2(J3oi + 2<J2<J:i<JACr6 — 
8CT3 04 (76 — 2(72(73(75(76 +8(72<73t74l75'75'76 +2a2 (75(76 +cr|(76 — 8(72(740"! + I6O4 06 )• 
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Remark 9.4.20 The story goes on. The group W(Eg) acts birationally on 
the space Pf by changing the markings and Coble describes in [116], Part 
III, rational invariants of this action. He also defines a linear system of degree 
10 of elements of degree 3 in which gives a VF(E6)-equivariant embed- 
ding of a certain blow-up of P| m corresponding to some irreducible 10- 
dimensional linear representation of the Weyl group. For a modern treatment 
of this construction we refer to [123] and [233]. Other W / (Ee)-equivariant bi- 
rational models of were given in [410] and [273]. 

We also refer to a recent construction of the GIT-moduli space of cubic 
surfaces as a quotient of a complex 4-dimensional ball by a reflection group 
[6], [184]. The embedding of the moduli spaces in P 9 by means of automorphic 
forms on the 4-dimensional complex ball is discussed in [7] and [224]. 



9.5 Automorphisms of cubic surfaces 

9.5.1 Cyclic groups of automorphisms 

Let W be the Weyl group of a simple root system of type A, D, E. The con- 
jugacy classes of elements of finite order can be classified (see table 9.3). We 
will use the classification of conjugacy classes of elements in W. This can be 
found in [124], [65] or [375]. We also include the information about the char- 
acteristic polynomial of the action of an element w 6 If on the root space, 
in particular, its trace. The fourth column gives the order of the centralizer 
subgroup of the conjugacy class. 

We know that the automorphism group Aut(5) of a nonsingular cubic sur- 
face acts faithfully on Pic(S'). We will identify elements g € Aut(5) with 
the corresponding elements g* 6 W(S). We fix a geometric basis to identify 
element of W(S) with the Weyl group W(E 6 ). 

To apply the previous information about elements of the Weyl group to auto- 
morphisms of a cubic surface, we use the following two Lemmas. The first one 
is the well-known Lefschetz's fixed-point formula, which can be found in most 
of topology text-books. From now on, S denotes a nonsingular cubic surface. 

Lemma 9.5.1 Let a be an automorphism of a nonsingular cubic surface S 
and Fix(cr) be its fixed locus. Let Tr(cr) be the trace of a in its action on Kg. 
Then the topological Euler-Poincare characteristic of Fix(er) is given by the 
formula 

X(Fix(<7))=3 + Tr(a). 
Since any automorphism of S is a restriction of a projective automorphism 
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Table 9.3 Conjugacy classes in VF(Eg) 



of P 3 (because | — Kg\ = |C?s(l)| is invariant) we will identify automorphisms 
of S with projective automorphisms of P 3 . It is clear that the fixed locus Fix(er) 
of a in S is equal to the intersection of the fixed locus F(a) of a in P 3 with S. 

Let n > 1 be the order of a in PGL(4). We can represent a by a matrix 
A e GL(4) such that A™ = c/ 4 . Multiplying ^ by 1/a, where a" = 1/A, 
we may assume that A is of order n. Let Ai, . . . , A4 be eigenvalues of A. They 
determine the type of the fixed locus F(a) of a. Let k be the number of distinct 
eigenvalues. We have 

• k = 4: F(a) consists of four isolated points; 

• k = 3: .F(o') consists of a line and two isolated points; 

• k = 2: .F(o') consists of two lines or a plane and an isolated point. 

Let us see what the possibilities are for Fix(er) = Sr\F(a)Af k = 4, Fix(cr) 
may consist of N < 4 isolated fixed points. If k = 3, Fix(er) may consist of 
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a line and N < 2 isolated points, or N < 5 isolated fixed points. If k = 2, 
Fix(er) may consist of a plane cubic curve, necessarily nonsingular and N < 1 
isolated points, or two lines, or a line and N < 3 points, or N < 6 points. 

Some of these possibilities can be excluded. If Fix(cr) consists of two lines, 
then a general line intersecting the two lines contains a third intersection point 
with S. It must be a fixed point contradicting the assumption. Also, a line £ 
in F(a) either is contained in S or intersects S at three points. In fact, if £ is 
tangent to S at a point x, then the action of a in the tangent space T X (S) has one 
eigenvector with eigenvalue equal to 1 . So, one can choose local coordinates 
ii,ti at i such that the action is locally given by (it, v) i— > (u, ev). The curve 
locally given by v = belongs to Fix(er), contradicting the assumption that x 
is an isolated fixed point. 

We will start from the case when a is of order 2. In this case, F(a) is a plane 
plus a point, or two lines. In the first case, if Fix(er) consists of a curve only, 
we have x(Fix(er)) = 0,Tr(<r) = —3, and Table 9.3 shows that there is no 
element of order 2 with trace —3. Thus Fix(er) consists of a plane and a point, 
and a belongs to the conjugacy class 2A. We choose the equation of the plane 
to be V(t 3 ) and the isolated fixed point to be [1, 0, 0, 0]. We may assume that 
the action is defined by the diagonal matrix diag[l, 1,1,-1]. The equation of 
S becomes 

atl + tll(to,h,h) +t 3 q(to,h,t2) +g3(to,h,t 2 ) = 0, 

where V(g 3 ) is a nonsingular plane curve in ^(2:3). Since the surface is a- 
invariant, we must have a = q = 0. Reducing the equation V(g^) to a Hesse 
form, we get the equation 

tj(at + bti + ct 2 ) +4+4+4 + ctohh = 0. (9.62) 

Suppose that F (a) is the union of two lines. If Fix(cr) consists of six points, 
then x(Fix(er)) = 6, Tr(er) = 3, and Table 9.3 shows that there are no elements 
of order 2 with trace 3. So, Fix(cr) must consist of a line and 3 points, and 
a is of type 2B. We can choose coordinates such that £1 — V(t ) n V{t\) 
and £ 2 — V(ti) n V(t 2 )- The element a is represented by a diagonal matrix 
diag[l, 1,-1,-1]. The equation of S becomes 

toqi(t 2l t 3 ) + t 1 q 2 (t 2l t 3 )+ 4*l a «(*2, t 3 ) + ff 3 (*0, h) = 0. (9.63) 

i+]=2 

Since S is a-invariant, the linear forms (t 2 , t 3 ) must be equal to zero. Since 
S is nonsingular, g 3 has no multiple zeros, so it can be reduced to the form 
<g + t\. For the same reason, t 2 ,t 3 enter in q% or q 2 . If qi and q 2 have the 
same roots, one checks that the surface is singular. So, after a linear change of 
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variables t 2 , ts, we reduce qi,q 2 to the form q\ = t 2 (at 3 + ct 2 ), q 2 = t 3 (bt 2 + 
dt 3 ), where c, d ^ (otherwise, t 2 or t 3 enters the equation in degree < 1, and 
the surface is singular). After scaling t 2 ,t 3 , we may assume c = d = 1. This 
gives the equation 

t t 2 (t 2 + at 3 ) + ht 3 (t 3 + bt 2 ) +t 3 + 4 = 0. (9.64) 

Now, the information about the characteristic polynomial tells us the conjugacy 
class of a power of a. Suppose a is of order 2k. It follows from above that a k 
must be of type 2A or 2B. Going through the list of the conjugacy classes, we 
find that the classes 

AC, AD, 6G, 6H, 61, 10A, 12C 

do not occur. 

Let us tabulate all possible cases, the corresponding values of Tr(a), and 
possible conjugacy classes with this trace. 



Order 


F(9) 


Fix(ff) 


X 


Tr(a) 


Conjugacy class 


n > 2 


plane+1 pt. 


curve+point 


1 


-2 


2A,6E 






curve 





-3 


3A 


n > 2 


2 lines 


line+3 pts. 


5 


2 


2B,4A 






6 pts. 


6 


3 


3C 


n > 3 


line+2pts. 


line+2pts. 


4 


1 


5A,6A,6C 






line+1 pt. 


3 





3D,4B,8A,9A 






line 


2 


-1 


6F, 12A 






5 pts. 


5 


2 


2B, 4A 






4 pts. 


4 


1 


5A,6A, 6C 






3 pts. 


3 





3D,8A,9A 


n > 4 


4 pts. 


4 pts. 


4 


1 


5A,6A,6C,6G 






3pts. 


3 





4B,6I,8A,9A 






2pts. 


2 


-1 


6F,12A 






lpt. 


1 


-2 


6E 



Table 9.4 Fixed points 



Now, we are in business. In the following, e„ denotes a primitive n-th root 
of unity. 

• a is of type 3A. 

In this case F(a) is the union of a plane and a point, and Fix(cr) consists of 
a single curve. We can choose coordinates such that a is represented by the 
diagonal matrix diag[l, 1, 1, e 3 ]. It is easy to see that the equation must be 

*3 + fls(t0,tl,t2) =0. 
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The surface is a cyclic surface. Since V(g 3 ) must be nonsingular, we can re- 
duce it to a Hesse form to obtain the equation 

4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + at {) ht 2 = 0. (9.65) 

• o is of type 3C. 

In this case F(a) is the union of two lines, and Fix(er) consists of six points. 
We can choose coordinates such that a is represented by the diagonal matrix 
diag[l, 1, e 3 , e 3 ]. Write the equation of S in the form 

3 k 

^r^rt^-x fe (t 2 ,t 3 ) = o, 

k=0 i=0 

where a,fe is a binary form of degree 3 — k. Applying a, we see that an = 
a i2 — 0. The equations become 

g 3 (t ,t 1 ) + h 3 {t 2 ,t 3 )=0. 

Since S is nonsingular, the binary forms g 3 , h 3 have no multiple zeros. Thus, 
after a linear change of coordinates, we reduce equation to the Fermat form. 

• o is of type 3D. 

In this case F(a) is the union of a line and two points, Fix(er) consists of either 
three points or a line plus one point. Consider the first case. We can choose 
coordinates such that g is represented by the diagonal matrix diag[l, 1, e 3 , e§], 
where the line is t 2 = t 3 = 0. Since the isolated fixed points [0, 0, 1, 0] and 
[0,0,0,1] are not in S, we can write the equation of S in the form 

4 + 4 + t2t 3 a 1 (t ,t 1 ) +g 3 (t ,h) + 5^4*30ij(*o,*i) = 0, 

where ^ (3, 0), (0, 3), (1, 1), (0, 0). Since all monomials t % t\ with such 
are not cr-invariant, we obtain that a.^ = 0. Thus S can be given by the 
equation 

4 + 4 + t 2 t 3 a 1 {t , h) + ff3 (t„, h) = 0. 

To make it different from case 3C, we have to assume that ai ^ 0. By a further 
change of coordinates, we can reduce it to the equation 

4 + 4 + (to + ah) + 4 + 4 = 0. (9.66) 

Consider the second case. We keep the coordinates from the previous case. 
The equation becomes 

/= 4*3 a 3-i-j(£o,*i) =0. 

0<i+j<3 
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As we saw in the previous case, each monomial entering in / must be divisible 
by t\,t\, t%t^. This shows that the variables to, t\ enter with degree < 1. This 
implies that the surface is singular. So, this case does not occur. 

• a is of type 4A. 

Note that a 2 belongs to the conjugacy class 2A. Hence we can choose coor- 
dinates such that a acts via the diagonal matrix [1, 1, — 1, i] and S is given by 
the equation 

t 2 3 l(t ,t u t 2 ) + g 3 (to,h,t 2 ) = 0. 

This equation is er-invariant only if l(to,ti,t2) — at 2 and g 3 {to,t 2 ,—t 2 ) = 
53(^0,^1, ^2)- This gives the equation 

t 2 t 2 + t 2 g(t ,t 1 ) + h{t Q ,t 1 ) = 0. 

We can further reduce it to the form 

t\t 2 + t\t x +4 + atotf + btf = 0. (9.67) 

Note that Fix(cr) consists of five isolated points. 

• a is of type 4B. 

In this case F(a) consists of four isolated points and Fix(er) consists of three 
points. Since a 2 is of type 2B, we may write equation in the form (9.64). 

toqi(t 2 ,t 3 ) +t 1 q 2 (t 2 ,t z ) + g 3 (t Q ,ti) = 0. 

Here a acts via the matrix diag[l, — 1, i, i] or diag[l, — —i]. Since S is non- 
singular, one of the monomials 4, t\t\ and one of the monomials t\, t\ must 
enter in g 3 . It is clear that both ifj and t\ cannot enter in g 3 . After switch- 
ing the variables, we may assume that £q enters. In order for S to remain 
invariant with respect to a, we must have qi = ct 2 t 3 ,q 2 = at 2 , + bt 2 and 
53(^0,^1) = a^o + btot 2 . If c = 0, we get a singular surface. So, we may 
assume that c = 1, and get the equation 1 

+ h{atl + bt\) + 4 + bt Q t\ = 0. (9.68) 

Here a, b ^ 0. 

• a is of type 5A. 



1 This corrects the mistake in [187], where the equation defines a singular surface. 
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In this case F(a) is either the union of a line and two points, or the union 
of four points. Let us see that the first case does not occur. If Fix(cr) contains a 
line £, we can reduce the equation to the form (9.63), where I = V fa) <~)V (t 3 ) . 
The quadratic forms qi , q 2 must be invariant with respect to an automorphism 
of order 5 of the line V(to) fl V(t\). This forces q\ = q% = 0, and shows that 
this case does not occur. 

So, we may assume that F(a) consists of four points. In this case we may as- 
sume that a acts via the matrix diag[l, £5, £5, ef]. Since [1, 0, 0, 0], . . . , [0, 0, 0, 1] 
are on the surface, the equation does not contain £q, . . . , i|. Since every mono- 
mial contains one of the powers t\ (otherwise S is singular), we can write the 
equation in the form 

tla (ti,t 2 ,t 3 ) +i?ai(*o,*2,*3) + tla 2 (ta,ti,t 3 ) + if as (to, h, h) = 0. 

(9.69) 

The only way to make it invariant is to assume (after permuting the variables, 
if necessary) that ao = cot 2 ,ai = c\t^ 1 a 2 — c 2 t 3 ,a 3 — c$b\. After scaling 
the coordinates, we get the equation 

*o*2 + t?to + tats + tsto = 0. (9.70) 

• a is of type 6A. 

Similarly to the previous case, we prove that Fix(a) cannot contain a line. So 
Table 9.4 shows that it consists of four points. Note that a 3 is of type 2A and 
a 2 is of type 3A. So, we can choose coordinates to assume that a acts via 
diag[l, 1, —1, £3], and the equation is in the form (9.65) 

t§ + 53(fo,*i,ta)=0. 

The only way to make it invariant is to assume that g 3 = ^(aio + 6ti) + 
h 3 (t , ti). Reducing h 3 to the sum of cubics, and scaling t 2 , we get the equa- 
tion 

t|+t2(to + 6ti)+to+*i = 0. (9.71) 

• a is of type 6C. 

In this case a 3 is of type 2A. We can choose the equation of the form 

f^ato + bt i + c h) + 5s(to,ti,t 2 ) - 0, (9.72) 

and the action to one defined by the matrix diag[l, 1, e|, eg], where i — ±2. In 
order to make the equation invariant, we must assume that i = — 2,a = b = 
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and g 3 — dt 2 + h 3 (to, ti). After additional change of coordinates, we reduce 
the equation to the form 

t 2 3 t 2 +tl + tl + t\=Q. (9.73) 

• a is of type 6E. 

In this case, er 3 is of type 2A. We can choose the equation of the form 

4{at + bh + ct 2 ) + g 3 (to,t 1 ,t 2 ) = 0. 

and the action is defined by diag[l, e|, 63, eg], where i = 1 or 2. Table 9.4 
shows that F(a) consists of four points and Fix(er) is a single point. This shows 
that all eigenvalues are different, so i = 2. Suppose a^O. Then all monomials 
entering in the equation have eigenvalue 63. This implies that t 2 , t 2 to, t 2 ti,t 2 t 3 
do not enter. This makes S singular at the point [0, 0, 1, 0]. So a = 0, and after 
switching ti,t 2 , if necessary, we may assume that b 7^ 0, c = 0. This makes 
all monomials invariant. After scaling the coordinates, we get the equation 

t\ti + 4 + t\ + 4 + atot^ = 0. (9.74) 

• a is of type 6F. 

As in case 6A, we show that Fix(cr) does not contain a line. Consulting Table 
9.4, we find that F(g) has four isolated fixed points. Thus a can be represented 
by the diagonal matrix with all distinct eigenvalues. We find that a 2 is of type 
3C. Thus we can reduce the equation to the form 

03(fo,*i) + h 3 {t 2 ,h) =0. 

The element a acts via the matrix diag[l, eg, eg, eg]. To make the equation 
invariant, we must (after permuting (io,£i) and (t 2 ,t 3 )) take 173 = aig + 
bt t\, h 3 = ct 2 + dt 2 t^. After scaling the coordinates, we arrive at the equation 

*o + Ml + 4 + t 2 t\ = 0. (9.75) 

• a is of type 8A. 

The square of a is an element of order 4 from the conjugacy class 4A. So we 
can choose coordinates such that the equation of S is reduced to the form 

tlt2 + tlg(t ,ti) + h 3 (to,ti) =0 

and a acts via diag[l, ef , e|, eg], where i — 2 or i — 6. If i — 2, the equation is 
invariant only if it is of the form 

t\t 2 + at 2 2 t a + h(btl +ct\) = 0. 
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If i = 6, we must have 

t 2 3 t 2 + atjti + t (btl + ctj) =0. 

Switching io,ii, we may choose the second one. Here a,b,c ^ because 
otherwise S is singular. After scaling the unknowns, we get the equation 

4h + t\h +4 + t 4 = 0. (9.76) 

• g is of type 9A. 

The cube of a is an element of type 3A. So, the surface S is a cyclic surface 
with Equation (9.65) with a acting via diag[l, £3, e 3 , eg]. All monomials enter- 
ing the equation must be eigenvectors with eigenvalue e 3 . Thus, no cubes of 
the variables to, t\, t% enter the equation. Since S is nonsingular, £q, t\ , i| must 
divide some of the monomials. This gives, up to a permutation of variables, the 
equation 

4 + 4h + *i*a + 4*o = °- ( 9 - 77 ) 

• a is of type 12 A. 

The square of a is an element of order 6 of type 6A. So, the equation can be 
reduced to the form 

4 + 4(at + Mi) + h 3 (t , ti) = 0. 

The automorphism acts via the matrix diag[l, — 1, e\, e 6 ], where i = 1 or 3. 
This forces us to take 6 = and h 3 to be a linear combination of monomials 
t\, 4^1- After scaling the coordinates, we arrive at the equation 

4+4 + 4*o + 4h = 0- (9.78) 
We sum up our findings in Table 9.5. 

9.5.2 Maximal subgroups of W(E 6 ) 

We will need some known information about the structure of the Weyl group 
of type Eq . 

Theorem 9.5.2 Let H be a maximal subgroup ofW(E e ). Then one of the 
following cases occurs: 

(i) H = 2 4 : 65 of order 2 4 • 5! and index 27; 

(ii) H = &q x 2 of order 2 ■ 6! and index 36; 
(Hi) H = 3^_ +2 : 2S4 of order 1296 and index 40; 

(iv) H S 63 I 63 = 3 3 : (64 x 2) of order 1296 and index 40; 
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a 


Action 


Equation 


Fix(o-) 


2A 


[1,1,1,-1] 


tiHto, h,t 2 ) + to + tf + t% + ct tit 2 


cubic+1 pt. 


2B 


[1,1,-1,-1] 


t t 2 (t 2 + at 3 ) + iit 3 (i3 + bt 2 )+4+ t'f 


line+1 pt. 


3A 


[1,1,1,63] 


ti + to + tf + t 2 + at t!t 2 


cubic 


3C 


L 1 , x , fc 3, fc 3J 


+3 i f'3 i f'3 i i3 

t T 4 t 4 t 13 


6 pts. 


3D 


[M.es.eg] 


t| + t 3 + t 2 t 3 (to + ati) + to + it 


3 pts. 


4A 


[1, 1,-1,*] 


tit 2 + t'ih + f [ + at i( + bt'i 


5 pts. 


4B 


[1,-1, «, -«] 


t t 2 t :i + ti(ati + bi{) +*o + b*o*i 


3 pts. 


5A 


[1,1=5, £5,^5] 


iot 2 + tfto + i 2 ts + i^to 


4 pts. 


6A 


[l,l,-l,e 3 ] 


H+Hifo + &ti)+to+ti 


4 pts. 


6C 


[1,1, 4, £6] 


t 3 t 2 + *a + to + t? 


4 pts. 


6E 


[l,e3,e 3 ,e 6 ] 


t 3 ti + to + H + H + at tit 2 


lpt. 


6F 


[l,-l,el,e 6 ] 


to + toif +t 2 + t 2 is 


2 pts. 


8A 


[1, -1, -i) eg] 


iit 2 + i 2 t\ + $ + toif 


3 pts. 


9A 


[1,63, e 3 , eg] 


t 3 + ioti + tit 2 + i 2 to 


3 pts. 


12A 


[1,-1, i,e 6 ] 


t 3 + tl + t^to + ^0*1 


2 pts. 



Table 9.5 Cyclic groups of automorphisms 



(v) H = (2.(2t 4 x 2t 4 ).2).2 of order 1152 and index 45. 

Here we use the notations from the Atlas [124], where Z/nZ = n, semi- 
direct products: H x G = H : G, 3^ 2 denotes the group of order 3 3 of 
exponent p, and A.B denote a group with normal subgroup isomorphic to A 
and quotient isomorphic to B. 

Let us identify the group W-^Eg) with the Weyl group of the lattice Kg 
defined by a nonsingular cubic surface S. We recognize a maximal subgroup 
from (i) as the stabilizer subgroup of a line on S. 

A maximal subgroup H of type (ii) is the stabilizer subgroup of a double-six. 
Its subgroup isomorphic to ©6 permutes lines in one of the sixes. 

I do not know a geometric interpretation of a maximal subgroup of type (iii). 

By Theorem 9.1.6, a maximal subgroup of type (iv) is isomorphic to the 
stabilizer subgroup of a Steiner complex of triads of double-sixes. It is also 
coincides with a stabilizer subgroup of the root sublattice of type A2+A2+A2. 
There is another interpretation of this subgroup in terms of a compactification 
of the moduli space of cubic surfaces (see [410]). 

A maximal subgroup of type (v) is the stabilizer subgroup of a tritangent 
plane. 

Proposition 9.5.3 W-^Eg) contains a unique normal subgroup iy(Eg)'. It is 
a simple group and its index is equal to 2. 



Proof Choose a root basis (ai , . . . , a^) in the root lattice E 6 . Let sq, . . . , S5 
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be the corresponding simple reflections. Each element w S W^Eg) can be 
written as a product of the simple reflections. Let £{w) be the minimal length of 
the word needed to write w as such a product. For example, £{\) = 0, £(si) = 
1. One shows that the function £ : W(E e ) — > Z/2Z, w ^ £{w) mod 2 
is a homomorphism of groups. Its kernel W(Eq)' is a subgroup of index 2. 
The restriction of the function £ to the subgroup H = ©6 generated by the 
reflections sx, ■ ■ ■ , S5 is the sign function. Suppose K is a normal subgroup of 
W(Ee)', Then K n i? is either trivial or equal to the alternating subgroup 2lg 
of index 2. It remains for us to use the fact that H x (r) is a maximal subgroup 
of VF(E6) and s is a reflection which does not belong to W(Eq)' . □ 

Remark 9.5.4 Recall that we have an isomorphism (9.8) of groups 

W(E 6 )=0(6,¥ 2 )-. 

The subgroup W(E^)' is isomorphic to the commutator subgroup of 0(6, F2) - . 
Let us mention other realizations of the Weyl group W-^Eg). 

Proposition 9.5.5 

W(E 6 )' = SU 4 (2), 

where SU4(2) is the group of linear transformations with determinant 1 o/F| 
preserving a nondegenerate Hermitian product with respect to the Frobenius 
automorphism 0/F4. 

Proof Let F : x 1— > x 2 be the Frobenius automorphism of F4. We view the 
expression 

3 3 

as a nondegenerate Hermitian form in Fj. Thus SU4(2) is isomorphic to the 
subgroup of the automorphism group of the cubic surface S defined by the 
equation 

4+4+4+4=0 

over the field FV The Weyl representation (which is defined for nonsingu- 
lar cubic surfaces over fields of arbitrary characteristic) of Aut(S') defines a 
homomorphism SU4(2) — > W^Eg). The group SU4(2) is known to be sim- 
ple and of order equal to ^^(Eg)!. This defines an isomorphism SU4(2) = 
W(E 6 )'. ~ □ 

Proposition 9.5.6 

W{E 6 ) = SO(5,F 3 ), W(E 6 )' = SO(5,F 3 ) + , 



9.5 Automorphisms of cubic surfaces 



549 



where SO(5, F 3 ) + is the subgroup of elements of spinor norm 1. 

Proof Let V — E 6 /3E 6 . Since the discriminant of the lattice E 6 is equal to 
3, the symmetric bilinear form defined by 

(u + 3E 6 ,u; + 3E 6 ) = -(v,w) mod 3 

is degenerate. It has a 1-dimensional radical spanned by the vector 

v = 2a.i + ai + 2a? 4 + a 5 mod 3E 6 . 

The quadratic form q(v) = (v, v) mod 3 defines a nondegenerate quadratic 
form on V = V/W^Vq = F§. We have a natural injective homomorphism 
VF(E 6 ) — > 0(5,F 2 ). Comparing the orders, we find that the image is a sub- 
group of index 2. It must coincide with SO(5, F 3 ). Its unique normal subgroup 
ofindex2isSO(5,F 3 ) + . □ 

Remark 9.5.7 Let E be a vector space of odd dimension 2k + 1 over a finite 
field F q equipped with a nondegenerate symmetric bilinear form. An element 
v G E is called a plus vector (resp. minus vector) if (v, v) is a square in F* 
(resp. is not a square e F*). The orthogonal group O(E) has three orbits in 
\E\: the set of isotropic lines, the set of lines spanned by a plus vector and 
the set of lines spanned by a minus vector. The isotropic subgroup of a non- 
isotropic vector v is isomorphic to the orthogonal group of the subspace v^. 
The restriction of the quadratic form to v 1 - is of Witt index k if v is a plus 
vector and of Witt index k — 1 if v is a minus vector. Thus the stabilizer group 
is isomorphic to 0(2fc, F^)*. In our case, when k = 2 and q = 3, we obtain 
that minus vectors correspond to cosets of roots in V = E 6 /3E 6 , hence the 
stabilizer of a minus vector is isomorphic to the stabilizer of a double-six, i.e. 
a maximal subgroup of VF(Ee) of index 36. The stabilizer subgroup of a plus 
vector is a group of index 45 and isomorphic to the stabilizer of a tritangent 
plane. The stabilizer of an isotropic plane is a maximal subgroup of type (iii), 
and the stabilizer subgroup of an isotropic line is a maximal subgroup of type 
(iv). 



9.5.3 Groups of automorphisms 

Now we are ready to classify all possible subgroups of automorphisms of a 
nonsingular cubic surface. 

In Table 9.6 we use the notation 7Y 3 (3) for the Heisenberg group of unipo- 
tent 3 x 3-matrices with entries in F 3 . 

Theorem 9.5.8 The following is the list of all possible groups of automor- 
phisms of nonsingular cubic surfaces. 
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Type 


Order 


Structure 


/(*0,*1>*2,*3) 


Eckardt 


I 


648 


3 a : S 4 


tp + if + *2 "f" *3 


18 


n 


120 


S 5 


to*l "t" *1*2 + *2*3 + *3*0 


10 


in 


108 


W 3 (3) :4 


to + t\ + t\ + t\ + 6otit 2 t 3 


9 


IV 


54 


Ws(3) : 2 


+ t? + t| + t| + Satxt'iH 


9 


V 


24 


s 4 


t% + t (t? + t| + t|) 


6 


VI 


12 


6 3 x 2 


t| + t^ + at 2 t 3 (ta + ti) + to + t? 


4 


VII 


8 


8 


t^t2 4- * 2 *i + to + tot^ 


3 


VIII 


6 


s 3 


t| + tf + at 2 t 3 (t + bti) + tf, + t\ 


3 


IX 


4 


4 


t^t2 + *2*1 + to + toil + at? 


1 


X 


4 


2^ 


tg(*i + t 2 + 6*3 ) + t\ + *2 + *1 + 6o*i* 2 t 3 


2 


XI 


2 


2 


*o(*i + 6*2 + ct 3 ) + t? + *| + tf + 6a*l* 2 *3 


1 



Table 9.6 Groups of automorphisms of cubic surfaces 



Here, in the third row, a is a root of the equation 8x 6 + 20x 3 — 1 = 0, 
and in the next row, a ^ a and also a ^ a 4 , otherwise the surface is of 
Type II. Similar restrictions must be made for other parameters. There are also 
conditions for the surface to be nonsingular. 

Proof Let 5 be a nonsingular cubic surface. 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element from the conjugacy class 3C. 

Table 9.5 shows that S is isomorphic to the Fermat cubic V(io+t? +^2+^3)- 
Obviously, its automorphism group contains a subgroup G isomorphic to 3 3 : 
64. To see that it coincides with this group, we use that G is a subgroup of 
index 2 of a maximal subgroup H of type (iv). As we noted before, the group 
H is the stabilizer subgroup of a root lattice A 2 + A 2 + A 2 . It contains an 
element represented by a reflection in one copy of the lattice, and the identity 
on other copies. This element has trace equal to 4, so belongs to the conjugacy 
class 2C. It is not realized by an automorphism of a nonsingular cubic surface. 
This gives Type I from the Table. 

• Suppose Aut(S) contains an element of order 5. 
Table 9.5 shows that S is isomorphic to the surface 



i^ti + t\t 2 + t 2 t3 + t^to — 0. 



(9.79) 
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Consider the embedding of S in P 4 given by the linear functions 

z = t + t 1 +t 2 +t3, (9.80) 
zi = et + e\ + e 4 t 2 + e%, 
z 2 = e 2 t + eh + e% + e 4 t 3 , 
z 3 = e 3 t + e% + e 2 t 2 + et 3 , 
z 4 = e 4 i + e 2 ti + et 2 + e 3 t 3 , 

where e 5 = 1. One checks that J^t=0 Zi = ^ anc ^ (9-79) implies that also 
J2i=o z f = 0- This shows that S is isomorphic to the following surface in P 4 : 

4 4 

£*? = X> = 0. (9.81) 

i=0 i=0 

These equations exhibit a subgroup G of automorphisms of 5 isomorphic to 
6 5 . 

Assume that G is a proper subgroup of Aut(5 f ). Note that the only maximal 
subgroup of W(Eg) that contains a subgroup isomorphic to 65 is a subgroup 
H of type (i) or (ii). If H is of type (i), then Aut(S) contains one of the invo- 
lutions from the subgroup 2 4 . The group H is isomorphic to the Weyl group 
W(D 5 ). We encountered it as the Weyl group of a del Pezzo surface of degree 
4. It follows from the proof of Proposition 8.6.7 that nontrivial elements of the 
subgroup 2 4 are conjugate to the composition of reflection s ai o s a& . Its trace 
is equal to 1. Thus, this element belongs to the conjugacy class 2D that is not 
realized by an automorphism. If H is of type (ii), then G is contained in 
or contains an element which commutes with G. It is immediately seen that 
the surface does not admit an involution which commutes with all elements 
in G. Since ©5 is a maximal subgroup of ©g> m the first case, we obtain that 
Aut(5) contains a subgroup isomorphic to ©6- However, a cyclic permutation 
g of order 6 acts on Eg by cyclically permuting vectors ei, . . . , eg and leaving 
eo invariant. Its trace is equal to 1 . This shows that g belongs to the conjugacy 
class 61 and is not realized by an automorphism. This gives us type II from 
Table 9.5. 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element of type 3 A. 

From Table 9.5, we infer that S is a cyclic surface which is projectively iso- 
morphic to the surface go S — V(t^ + t\ + t\ + t% + at^ts). Obviously, 
it contains a group of automorphisms G isomorphic to 3.(3 2 : 2). The cen- 
tral element of order 3 is realized by the matrix diag[l, 1, 1, 63]. The quotient 
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group is isomorphic to a group of projective automorphisms of the plane cubic 
C = S n V(t3). In the group law, the group is generated by translations by 
points of order 3 and the inversion automorphism. For special parameter a we 
get more automorphisms corresponding to a harmonic or an equianharmonic 
cubic. Let us see that there is nothing else in Aut(S). An equianharmonic cu- 
bic is projectively isomorphic to the Fermat cubic, so it will give Type I. The 
remaining two cases will give us surfaces of types III and IV. 

The subgroup 3.3 2 is isomorphic to the Heisenberg group 7^3(3) of upper- 
triangular 3x3 matrices with entries in F3 with 1 at the diagonal. In the nota- 
tion of the Atlas, it is group 3^ 2 . We see that it is contained in the only maxi- 
mal subgroup which is of type (iii). The element generating the center of 3i_ +2 
is a central element in the maximal subgroup. Thus any extra automorphism 
commutes with the central element, and hence descends to an automorphism 
of the cubic curve C. This proves that G — Aut(5). 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element of type 8 A. 

Consulting Table (9.5), we infer that S is isomorphic to the surface of type 
VII. The only maximal subgroup of W(Eg) which contains an element of or- 
der 8 is a subgroup H of order 1152. As we know it stabilizes a tritangent 
plane. In our case the tritangent plane is £2 = 0. It has the Eckardt point 
x = [0, 0, 0, 1]. Thus G = Aut(5) is a subgroup of the linear tangent space 
T X S. If any element of G acts identically on the set of lines in the tritangent 
plane, then it acts identically on the projectivized tangent space, and hence G 
is a cyclic group. Obviously this implies that G is of order 8. Assume that 
there is an element r which permutes cyclically the lines. Let G' be the sub- 
group generated by a and r. Obviously, t 3 = a . Since G does not contain 
elements of order 24, we may assume that k = 2 or 4. Obviously, r normalizes 
(er) since otherwise we have two distinct cyclic groups of order 8 acting on a 
line with a common fixed point. It is easy to see that this is impossible. Since 
Aut(Z/8Z)) = (Z/2Z) 2 this implies that a and r commute. Thus or is of 
order 24, which is impossible. This shows that Aut(S) = Z/8Z. 

By taking powers of elements of order 9 and 12, we obtain surfaces with 
automorphism groups which we have already classified. So, we may assume 
that Aut(S') does not contain elements of order 5, 8, 9, 12. In a similar manner, 
we may assume that any element of order 3 belongs to the conjugacy class 3D, 
and an element of order 6 belongs to the conjugacy class of type 6A or 6E. 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element of type 3D. 

Assume Aut(5) contains an element a from conjugacy class 3D. Then the 
surface is isomorphic to V{t\ + £3 + t2h(t + at\) + £g + £? ). We assume that 
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a^O. Otherwise, the surface is cyclic, and has an automorphism of type 3^2. 
This has been already taken care of. Let r be an involution which exchanges 
the coordinates and £3. The subgroup H generated by a and r is isomorphic 
to 63. The involution r is of type 2 A, it is a harmonic homology. Thus the 
three involutions in H define three Eckardt points x\, X2, £3. They are on the 
line I — V(to) fl V(ti), The group H acts faithfully on the set of the three 
Eckardt points. 

By Proposition 9. 1 .27, a triple of collinear Eckardt points defines a subgroup 
of Aut(5) isomorphic to 63. If the triples are disjoint, then the subgroups 
do not have a common involution, hence they intersect only at the identity. 
Otherwise, they have one common involution. 

Suppose we have an automorphism g $ H. If gHg~ x = H, then g com- 
mutes with a. This shows that we can simultaneously diagonalize the matri- 
ces representing g and a. It is immediately checked from the equation of the 
surface that this is possible only if a = 1 and g is the transformation which 
switches t and t\. So, if we prove that the case gHg^ 1 ^ H does not occur, 
we obtain Aut(5) is isomorphic to 63 or 2 x 63. This gives types VI and VIII. 

Let us assume that H' = gHg^ 1 ^ H. Then H' is the subgroup defined by 
the three Eckardt points iji on the line g{l). Suppose two of the points Xi, yj lie 
on a line in S. By Proposition 9. 1 .27, the corresponding involutions commute. 
Again, we check from the equation that an involution commuting with one 
of the involutions to % must be the involution switching the coordinates to, ti. 
This shows that any line xiyj, where Xi 7^ yj, is not contained in S, and hence 
contains the third Eckardt point Zij. Note a plane section of S not containing 
a line on S intersects the 27 lines at 27 points, an Eckardt point is counted 
with multiplicity 3. This shows that an irreducible plane section of S contains 
< 9 Eckardt points. If it contains a line with two Eckardt points on it, then the 
number is at most seven. 

Suppose the lines I and £' do not intersect. Then the plane spanned by x\ 
and (! contains nine Eckardt points x\, X2, #3, J/i, t/a> J/3, #12, %13- Thus, 
the plane section does not contain lines, hence it contains the third Eckardt 
point on each line yJZif. We get a contradiction. 

If the lines I and £' intersect, say at x\ — y\, then the plane containing them 
contains eight Eckardt points x\, X2, X3, j/2, 2/3) ^22, ^23, ^32, ^33- So it does not 
contain lines on S. But then it contains two extra Eckardt points on the lines 
znj/3, 012J/2- This contradiction proves the claim that Aut(5) is isomorphic to 
e 3 or 2 x 63. 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element of type 2B. 

Then the equation of the surface is (9.64). The surface admits an automor- 
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phism of type 3C defined by the diagonal matrix diag[l, 1, €3, €3]. So, this case 
was considered before. 

• Suppose Aut(5) contains an element of order 4. 

If a belongs to the conjugacy class 4B, then a 2 belongs to 2B and hence 
this case has been already considered. If a belongs to AA then the equation 
of the surface is (9.67). This is a cubic surface of type IX with cyclic group 
of automorphisms of order 4. Here we have to assume that the surface is not 
isomorphic to the surface of type VII. It follows from the proof of the next 
Corollary that in all previous cases, except type VII, the automorphism group 
is generated by involutions of type AA\. Thus our surface cannot be reduced to 
one of the previous cases. 

Finally, it remains for us to consider the folloing case. 

• Aut(5) contains only involutions of type 2A, i.e. harmonic homologies. 

Suppose we have two such involutions. They define two Eckardt points x\ 
and x%. By Proposition 9.1.27, if the line x\x^ is contained in S, then the in- 
volutions commute. If the line does not belong to S, then the two involutions 
generate 63, and hence contains an element of order 3. Suppose we have a 
third involution defining a third Eckardt point 2:3. Then we have a tritangent 
plane formed by the lines xJXj. Obviously, it must coincide with each tritan- 
gent plane corresponding to the Eckardt points X{. This contradiction shows 
that we can have at most two commuting involutions. This gives the last two 
cases of our theorem. The condition that there is only one involution of type 
2A is that the line V{t\ + + at^) does not pass through an inflection point 
of the plane curve V(to). □ 

The next Corollary can be checked case by case, and its proof is left as an 
exercise. 

Corollary 9.5.9 Let Aut(S') be the subgroup of Aut(5) generated by invo- 
lutions of type 2 A. Then Aut(S') is a normal subgroup q/Aut(5) such that 
the quotient group is either trivial or a cyclic group of order 2 or 4. The order 
4 could occur only for the surface of type VII. The order 2 occurs only for 
surfaces of type IX. 

Finally, we explain the last column of Table 9.6. We already noticed that the 
Fermat surface has 18 Eckardt points. A harmonic involution of a surface of 
type II corresponds to a transposition in 65. Their number is equal to 10. The 
surfaces of types III and IV are cylic surfaces, we have already explained that 
they have nine Eckardt points. This can be also confirmed by looking at the 
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structure of the group. A surface of type VI has four Eckardt points. They cor- 
respond to four harmonic symmetries. Three of them come from the subgroup 
63 and the fourth one corresponds to the central involution. Of course, we can 
see it in the equation. The fourth Eckardt point is [1,-1,1,-1]. Surfaces of 
type VII and IX have one involution of type 2A. Surfaces of type X have two 
and surfaces of type XI have only one. 

9.5.4 The Clebsch diagonal cubic 

We have already defined the Clebsch diagonal surface in Example 9.1.20 as a 
nonsingular cubic surface given by equations 

t\ + ■ ■ ■ + 4 - (t + ti + 1 2 + = 0. 

In the proof of Theorem 9.5.8 we found an explicit isomorphism to the surface 
in P 3 with equation 

The Sylvester pentahedron of the surface is V (totititzfo + t\ + t<x + £3)). 
Its ten vertices are the Eckardt points. Each edge is a line going through three 
Eckardt points. 

Each face of the pentahedron intersects the tetrahedron formed by the other 
four faces along three diagonals, they are lines on S (this explains the name of 
the surface). In this way we get 15 lines, the 65-orbit of the line 

to = h + t 2 = t 3 + U = 0. 

The remaining 12 lines form a double-six. Their equations are as follows. 
Let r] be a primitive 5-th root of unity. Let a = (ax, . . . , 04) be a permuta- 
tion of {1, 2, 3, 4}. Each line £ a spanned by the points [1, ?y ai , . . . , rj ai ] and 
[1, rj~ ai , . . . , T]~ ai ] belongs to the surface. This gives 12 = 4!/2 different 
lines. Here is one of the ordered double-sixes formed by the twelve lines 

(^12347 ^1243; ^13247 ^13427 ^14327 ^1423)7 (^2413 7 ^2431 7 ^3412 7 ^3421 7 ^2312 7 ^232l) ■ 

(9.82) 

The Schur quadric Q corresponding to this double-six is the quadric 

4 + --- + tl = 0, t + --- + U = Q. 

For example, the polar line of ^1234 is the line given by equations 

44 4 

xy*< =!>"**«= $> = 

i=0 i=0 i=0 
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and, as is easy to see, it coincides with the line ^2413- The Schur quadric inter- 
sects iijki at two points [1, if, rf ' , r] k , rf] and [1, 7/~ l , v^ 3 , rj~ k , rj~ 1 ]. 

The group 65 (as well as its subgroup 64) acts transitively on the double- 
six. The group 2I5 stabilizes a sixer. 

The intersection Q D S is the Bring curve of genus 4 given by the equations 

4-\ h t\ = to H \-tj = t Q -\ h t 4 = 0. 

Its automorphism group is isomorphic to 65. The image of this curve under 
the map 7i"i : S — > P 2 which blows down the first half (ii, . . . ,£ 6 ) of the 
double-six (9.82) is Schur sextic with nodes at the points = 7r(£j). 

Consider the stereographic projection from the 2-dimensional sphere S 2 : 
{(a, b, c) € K 3 : a 2 + b 2 + c 2 = 1} to the Riemann sphere (a, b, c) 1— ► z = 
^3^. A rotation around the axis K.(a, 6, c) about the angle 20 corresponds to 
the Mobius transformation 

(a + i/3)z — (7 — Si) 
Z ^ (7 + <5i)z + (a - /3i) ' 

where a — cos <fi, (3 = a sin 0, 7 = 6 sin <p,S — c sin 0. The icosahedron group 
2I5 acting by rotation symmetries of an icosahedron inscribed in S 2 defines an 
embedding of 2I5 in the group PGL(3). One can choose the latter embedding 
as a subgroup generated by the following transformations S, U, T of orders 
5, 2, 3 represented by the Mobius transformations 

o „ — 1 rp ^-j] A )z + ri 2 -rf 

b:zh^r)Z, U:z^->-z , T : z i-> — — — . 

[r\^ — rf)z + rp — 77 

The orbit of the north pole of the sphere under the corresponding group of 
rotations is an icosahedron. It is known that the icosahedron group has three 
exceptional orbits in P 1 with stabilizers of orders 5, 3, 2. They are the sets of 
zeros of the homogeneous polynomials 

v 5 5 ICh 



$12 = ^1(^ + 11^-4°), 
$20 = -(z 2 o° + z 20 ) + 228(z 1 15 z 5 - zfz* 5 ) - AMz^z™, 
$30 = zf + z™ + b22{zfzl - z\zf) - lOOOS^V + z\°zf). 



The isomorphism SU(2)/ ± 1 — > SO(3) defines a 3-dimensional complex 
linear representation of 2I5 which embeds 2I5 in PGL(3). In an appropriate 
coordinate system it leaves the conic K = V(t^ + tit^) invariant. The group 
2I5 acts in the plane in such a way that the Veronese map 



[20,21] i-» [-z zi,zl,-zl] 



(9.83) 
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is equivariant. The six lines 

V{t x ), V(t 2 ), V(t + V i h+V~%), 1 = 0,1,2,3,4, (9.84) 
cut out on K the set 

V($ 12 ) = {0, oo, rfin + •T 1 ). »?V + tT 2 )}, i = 0, . . . , 4. 
The poles of the six lines with respect to the conic is the set of six points 
[1,0,0], [l,2r,\^~% i = 0,1,2,3,4. 

They are called the fundamental set of points. 

The rational map P 2 — » P 4 defined by the five cubics (F , F u F 2 ,F 3 , F 4 ) 

Fi = 77X4igt 2 -tit|)+i7 2 ' (~2t t 2 2 +tl) +if l (2^4-4)+^ (-4tgii +t\t 2 ) , 

has the image of the Clebsch diagonal cubic given by equations (9.13) (see 
[339], n, 1, §5). 

The equation of the Schur sextic (also called the Klein sextic in this case) is 

B = F% + ---+Fl = 10(4^t2-titi)(-4ioti+t?f2) + 10(-2t i2+t?)(2tot?-il) 

= -20(8tgtit 2 - 2tgt?*l + t\t\ - t *i - htl) = 0. 

The 12 intersection points of the sextic with the conic K are the images of the 
12 roots of $12 under the Veronese map (9.83). The images of 30 roots of $30 
are the intersection points of K with the union of 15 lines joining pairwisely 
the six fundamental points. Let D be the product of the linear forms defining 
these lines 

rft x - rj-%, (1 + V5)t + rft x + (1 - >/5)«b + »T l *i + rft 2 . 

The images of these lines under the map given by the polynomials Fi's are the 
15 diagonals of the Clebsch cubic. The images of 20 roots of $20 are cut out 
by an invariant curve of degree 10 given by equation 

C = Gq + G\G 2 

where 

Go = — 8tgtit2 + 6*0*1*2 — ^ 1 — ^2 ; 

Gi = 1644 - 844 - 4*o*i*2 + 2 *i*2 ; 
G 2 = 1644 - 8 *o*2 ~ 4*o*?* 2 + 2ti*| 

are quintic polynomials which define the 2I5 -equivariant symmetric Cremona 
transformation of degree 5. The curve V(C) (with the source and the target 
identified via the duality defined by the conic K) is equal to the image of the 
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conic K. The curve V(C) is a rational curve which has the fundamental point 
as its singular points of multiplicity 4 with two ordinary cuspidal branches. 
The four polynomials of degrees 2, 6, 10 and 15 

A = 4 + tit 2 , B, C, D 

generate the algebra C[t , t 1; ^P 5 of invariant polynomials. The relation be- 
tween the fundamental invariants is 

D 2 = -17285 5 + C 3 + 720ACB 3 - 80A 2 C 2 B + 64A 3 (5B 2 - AC) 2 

(see [339], II, 4, §3). The even part of the graded ring C[t , h, i 2 ] a5 is freely 
generated by polynomials A, B, C of degrees 2, 6, 10, so that 

P 2 /2t 5 s Proj C[to, *i, ta]* 8 = P(l, 3, 5). 

Remark 9.5.10 The Clebsch diagonal surface and the Bring curve of genus 
4 play a role in the theory of modular forms. Thus, the Bring curve is isomor- 
phic to the modular curve 7i/Y, where V — To(2) n T(5). It is also realized as 
the curve of fixed points of the Bertini involution on the del Pezzo surface of 
degree 1 obtained from the elliptic modular surface 5(5) of level 5 by blow- 
ing down the zero section [59], [408]. The blow-up of the Clebsch diagonal 
surface at its 10 Eckardt points is isomorphic to a minimal resolution of the 
Hilbert modular surface H x Tt/T, where T is the 2-level principal congru- 
ence subgroup of the Hilbert modular group associated to the real field Q(V5) 
[295]. The curve C of degree 10 is isomorphic to the image of the diagonal in 
H x H under the involution switching the factors [296]. 

Remark 9.5. 1 1 The pencil of curves of degree 6 AC 3 + [iB = has remark- 
able properties, studied by R. Winger [600]. It has 12 base points, each point 
is an inflection point for all members of the pencil. The curves share common 
tangents at these points. They are the six lines (9.84). These lines count for 12 
inflection tangents and 24 bitangents of each curve. The pencil contains three 
singular fibres: the curve V(B), the union of the six lines, and a rational curve 
W with ten nodes forming an orbit of 2l 5 with stabilizer subgroup isomorphic 
to 6 3 . The union of the lines corresponds to the parameter [X,fi] = [1, — 1], 
The rational sextic corresponds to the parameter [A,/i] = [32,27]. Other re- 
markable members of the pencil correspond to the parameter [1 + a,— a], 
where a — (—9 ± 3\/ — 15)/20. These are the Wiman sextics with automor- 
phism group isomorphic to 2I5 which we found in another 2l 5 -invariant pencil 
of sextics while studying del Pezzo surfaces of degree 5. 

Let PSO(3) = SO(3) be the group of projective automorphisms leaving 
invariant the conic K = V(to + *i*2)- Via the Veronese map it is isomorphic to 
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PSL(2). We have described explicitly the embedding i : 2ts ► SO(3). There 
are two non-isomorphic 3-dimensional irreducible representations of 2I5 dual 
to each other. Note that the transformations S and S^ 1 are not conjugate in 
2I5, so that the dual representations are not isomorphic. In our representation 
the trace of S is equal to 1 + r\ + r/ _1 = 1 + 2cos27r/5 = (1 + VE)/2 
and, in the dual representation, the trace of S is equal to 1 + rj 2 + r\~ 2 = 
2cos47r/5 = (1 — ) / 2 . The polar lines of the fundamental set of six points 
define the fundamental set in the dual representation. Thus each subgroup of 
SO(3) isomorphic to 2I5 defines two sets of fundamental points, one in each 
of the two dual planes. We call them icosahedral sets of six points. The group 
SO(3) acts by conjugation on the set of subgroups isomorphic to 2I5, with two 
conjugacy classes. This shows that the set of dual pairs of fundamental sets is 
parameterized by the homogeneous space SO(3) /2I5. 

The six fundamental lines (9.84) form a polar hexagon of the double conic 
V(A 2 ) as the following identity shows (see [398], p. 261): 

30(tjj + ht 2 ) 2 = 25tg + 5^(* + rfh + V~ l hf- 

This shows that an icosahedral set in the dual plane is a polar hexagons of 
A 2 . Hence VSP(A 2 , 6) contains a subvariety isomorphic to the homogeneous 
space SO(3)/2l5. As we have explained in Section 1.4.4, this variety embeds 
into the Grassmannian G(3, Ti 3 ), where Ti 3 is the 7-dimensional linear space 
of cubic harmonic polynomial with respect to the quadratic form q = ty + t^- 
Its closure is the subvariety of G(3, H 3 ) a of G(3, Ti 3 ) of subspaces isotropic to 
the Mukai skew forms a^^A 2 - It is a smooth irreducible Fano variety of genus 
12 (see [398]). A compactification of the homogeneous space SO(3)/2l5 iso- 
morphic to G(3,7i 3 )(j was constructed earlier by S. Mukai and H. Umemura 
in [395]. It is isomorphic to the closure of the orbit of SL(2) acting on the 
projective space of binary forms of degree 12. 

Recall that the dual of the 4-dimensional space of cubic polynomials vanish- 
ing at the polar hexagon is a 3-dimensional subspace of Ti 3 which is isotropic 
with respect to Mukai's skew forms. It follows from Theorem 6.3.32 that the 
variety VSP(A 2 , 6) is the closure of SO(3) /2I5 and isomorphic to a Fano vari- 
ety of genus 12. 

Observe that the cubic polynomials F v are harmonic with respect to the 
Laplace operator corresponding to the dual quadratic form q y = — \£, 2 + £,i£,2- 
Thus each fundamental set in the plane defines a 4-dimensional subspace of the 
space 'Ti 3 of harmonic cubic polynomials with respect to g v . This space is dual 
to the 3-dimensional subspace in Ti 3 defined by the dual fundamental set with 
respect to the polarity pairing Ti 3 x ' Tt 3 — ► C. Note that the intersection of two 
4-dimensional subspaces in the 7-dimensional space 'Ti 3 of cubic polynomials 
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is nonzero. Thus for each two fundamental sets there is a harmonic polynomial 
vanishing at the both sets. One can show that the set of harmonic cubic curves 
vanishing at infinitely many fundamental sets is parameterized by a surface in 
the dual projective space P 3 which is isomorphic to the Clebsch diagonal cubic 
surface under the map given by the Schur quadric (see [299]). 

We refer to [380] for more of the beautiful geometry associated to the Bring 
curve and the Clebsch diagonal cubic surface. 



Exercises 

9.1 Let T st be the standard Cremona transformation, considered as a biregular automor- 
phism a of a nonsingular del Pezzo surface S of degree 6. Show that the orbit space 
S/{a) is isomorphic to a Cayley 4-nodal cubic surface. 

9.2 Show that a cubic surface can be obtained as the blow-up of five points on P 1 X P . 
Find the conditions on the five points such that the blow-up is isomorphic to a nonsin- 
gular cubic surface. Show that each pair of skew lines on a cubic surface is intersected 
by five skew lines which can be blown down to 5 points on a nonsingular quadric. 

9.3 Compute the number of m-tuples of skew lines on a nonsingular surface for m = 

2,3,4,5. 

9.4 Suppose a quadric intersects a cubic surface along the union of three conies. Show 
that the three planes defined by the conies pass through three lines in a tritangent plane. 

9.5 Let r and V' be two rational normal cubics in P 3 containing a common point p. 
For a general plane II through p let II n Y — {p,pi,p2}, II D T' = {p,p'i,P2} and 
f(p) = PiPi n p'xp'i- Consider the set of planes through p as a hyperplane H in the 
dual space (P 3 ) v . Show that the image of the rational map H -~> P 3 , II i— > f(p) is a 
nonsingular cubic surface and every such cubic surface can be obtained in this way. 

9.6 Show that the linear system of quadrics in P 3 spanned by quadrics which contain a 
degree 3 rational curve on a nonsingular cubic surface S can be spanned by the quadrics 
defined by the minors of a matrix defining a determinantal representation of 5*. 

9.7 Show that all singular surfaces of type VII, or X, pr XI, or XIII-XXI are isomorphic 
and there are two non-isomorphic surfaces of type XII. 

9.8 Show that a cubic surface with three nodes is isomorphic to a surface V(w 3 + 
w(xy + yz + xz) + Xxyz). Show that the surface admits an Eckardt point if and only 
if A = ±y/=2. 

9.9 Let £ be a line on a del Pezzo cubic surface and E be its proper inverse transform 
on the corresponding weak del Pezzo surface X. Let M be the sublattice of Pic(X) 
spanned by irreducible components of exceptional divisors of n : X — > S. Define the 
multiplicity of i by 

_ #{a £ O(PicpQ) : a(E) — E £ Af} 
(> #{a € O(Pic(J0) : a{E) = E} ' 

Show that the sum of the multiplicities is always equal to 27. 

9.10 Show that the 24 points of intersection of a Schur quadric with the corresponding 
double-six lie on the Hessian of the surface ([21], vol. 3, p. 211). 
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9.11 Consider a Cayley-Salmon equation hhh — I1I2I3 = of a nonsingular cubic 
surface. 

(i) Show that the six linear polynomials U, l[ satisfy the following linear equations 

3 3 
y^Qjjij = ^2 a 'ij l 'i =0, i= 1,2,3, 

7=1 j=i 

where 

3 

/J <Hi =0, j = 1, 2, 3, a^a^aa = 0^0-2^3, i = 1,2, 3. 

i=l 

(ii) Show that for each i — 1, 2, 3 the nine planes 

®ij li = ^ , ^! 3 ~ 1,2,3 

contain 18 lines common to three planes. The 18 lines obtained in this way form 
three double-sixes associated to the pair of conjugate triads defined by the Cayley- 
Salmon equation. 

(iii) Show that the Schur quadrics defined by the three double-sixes can be defined 
by the equations 

3 

7=1 
3 

7=1 
3 

7=1 

([171]). 

9.12 Prove the following theorem of Schlafli: given five skew lines in P 3 and a line 
intersecting them all, there exists a unique cubic surface that contains a double-six 
including the seven lines ([172]). 

9.13 For each type of a cubic surface with nontrivial group of automorphisms, find its 
Cremona hexahedral equations. 

9.14 Show that the pull-back of a bracket-function (ijk) under the Veronese map is 
equal to (ij)(jk)(ik). 

9.15 Let S be a weak del Pezzo surface and R be a Dynkin curve on 5*. Show that 
S admits a double cover ramified only over R if and only if the sum of irreducible 
components in R is divisible by 2 in the Picard group. Using this, classify all del Pezzo 
surfaces which admit a double cover ramified only over singular points. 

9.16 Show that the Segre cubic primal is isomorphic to a tangent hyperplane section 
of the cubic fourfold with nine lines given by the equation xyz — uvw — (Perazzo 
primal [432], [22]). 

9.17 Consider the following Cay ley's family of cubic surfaces in P 3 with parameters 

I, m, n, k. 

w[x 2 + y 2 + z 2 + w 2 + (mn H — — )yz + (In + j-)xz + (Im + —)xy 

mn In Im 



^a 2j a 3 ^j 2 = 0, 
7=1 
3 

^2aija 3 jl'j 2 = 0, 

7 = 1 

3 

^2a lj a 2j l'j 2 = 



3=1 
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+(l + —)xw + (m H )yw + (n H )zm] + fc:ryz = 0. 

I m n 

Find the equations of 45 tritangent planes whose equations depend rationally on the 
parameters l,m,n,k. 

9.18 Show that the polar quadric of a nonsingular cubic surface with respect to an 
Eckardt point is equal to the union of two planes. 

9.19 Show that the equation of the dual of a nonsingular cubic surface can be written 
in the form A 3 + B 2 — 0, where A and B are homogeneous forms of degree 4 and 6, 
respectively. Show that the dual surface has 27 double lines and a curve of degree 24 of 
singularities of type A2 . 

9.20 Show that any normal cubic surface can be given as the image of a plane under a 
Cremona transformation of P 3 of degree 3. 

9.21 Show that a general cubic surface can be projectively generated by three nets of 
planes. 

9.22 Show that the Eckardt points are singular points of the parabolic curve of a non- 
singular cubic surface. 

9.23 Show that each line on a nonsingular cubic surface intersects the parabolic curve 
with multiplicity 2. 

9.24 Find an 2l 5 -invariant determinantal representation of the Clebsch diagonal cubic. 

9.25 Use the Hilbert-Birch Theorem to show that any White surface (see Remark 
9.1.22) is isomorphic to a determinantal surface W in P™ of degree (")■ 



Historical Notes 

Good sources for the references here are [285], [383], and [430]. According to 
[383], the study of cubic surfaces originates from the work of J. Pliicker [442] 
on intersection of quadrics and cubics and L. Magnus [374] on maps of a plane 
by a linear system of cubics. 

However, it is customary to think that the theory of cubic surfaces starts from 
Cayley's and Salmon's discovery of 27 lines on a nonsingular cubic surface 
[74], [484] (see the history of discovery in [491], n. 529a, p. 183). Salmon's 
proof was based on his computation of the degree of the dual surface [483] 
and Cayley's proof uses the count of tritangent planes through a line, the proof 
we gave here. It is reproduced in many modern discussions of cubic surfaces 
(e.g. [455]). The number of tritangent planes was computed by [484] and 
Cayley [74]. Cayley gives an explicit 4-dimensional family of cubic surfaces 
with a fixed tritangent plane (see Exercise 9.17). In 1851 J. Sylvester claimed, 
without proof, that a general cubic surface can be written uniquely as a sum 
of five cubes of linear forms [553]. This fact was proven 10 years later by A. 
Clebsch [105]. In 1854, L. Schlafli discovers 36 double-sixes on a nonsingular 
cubic surface. This and other results about cubic surfaces were published later 
in [495]. In 1855, H. Grassmann proved that three collinear nets of planes 
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generate a cubic surface [261]. The fact that a general cubic surface can be 
obtained in this way (this implies a linear determinantal representation of the 
surface) has a long history. In 1862, F. August proved that a general cubic 
surface can be generated by three pencils of planes [18]. L. Cremona deduces 
from this that a general cubic surface admits Grassmann's generation [143]. 
In 1904, R. Sturm pointed out that Cremona's proof had a gap. The gap was 
fixed by C. Segre in [521]. In the same paper Segre proves that any normal 
cubic surface which does not contain a singularity of type Eg has a linear 
determinantal representation. In 1956, J. Steiner introduces what we called 
Steiner systems of lines [543]. This gives 120 essentially different Cayley - 
Salmon equations of a nonsingular cubic surface. The existence of which was 
first shown by Cayley [74] and Salmon [484]. 

Cubic surfaces with a double line were classified in 1862 by A. Cayley [82] 
and, via a geometric approach, by L. Cremona [138]. In 1863, L. Schlafli [494] 
classified singular cubic surfaces with isolated singularities, although most of 
these surfaces were already known to G. Salmon [484]. The old notations 
for Afe-singularities are Ci for A^ (conic -node), Bfc+i (biplanar nodes) for 
Ak, k, > 1 and Uk+i (uniplanar node) for D^. The subscript indicates the de- 
crease of the class of the surface. In [88] Cayley gives a combinatorial descrip- 
tion of the sets of lines and tri tangent planes on singular surfaces. He also gives 
the equations of the dual surfaces. Even before the discovery of 27 lines, in a 
paper of 1844 [72], Cayley studied what we now call the Cayley 4-nodal cubic 
surface. He finds its equation and describes its plane sections which amounts 
to describing its realization as the image of the plane under the map given by 
the linear system of cubic curves passing through the vertices of a complete 
quadrilateral. Schlafli and later F. Klein [336] and L. Cremona [143] also stud- 
ied the reality of singular points and lines. Benjamino Segre's book [513] on 
cubic surfaces treats real cubic surfaces with special detail. 

In 1866, A. Clebsch proved that a general cubic surface can be obtained as 
the image of a birational map from the projective plane given by cubics through 
six points [108]. Using this he showed that Schlafli's notation a«, &j, for 27 
lines correspond to the images of the exceptional curves, conies through five 
points and lines through two points. This important result was independently 
proven by L. Cremona in his memoir [143] of 1868 that got him the prize 
(shared with R. Sturm) offered by R. Steiner through the Royal Academy of 
Sciences of Berlin in 1864 and awarded in 1866. Some of the results from this 
memoir are discussed from a modern point of view in [183]. Many results from 
Cremona's memoir are independently proved by R. Sturm [547], and many of 
them were announced by J. Steiner (who did not provide proofs). In particular, 
Cremona proved the result, anticipated in the work of Magnus, that any cubic 
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surface can be obtained as the image of a plane under the cubo-cubic birational 
transformation of P 3 . Both of the memoirs had a lengthy discussion of Steiner 
systems of tritangent planes. We refer to [183] for a historical discussion of 
Cremona's work on cubic surfaces. 

Cremona's hexahedral equations were introduced by L. Cremona in [147]. 
Although known to T. Reye [461] (in geometric form, no equations can be 
found in his paper), Cremona was the first who proved that the equations are 
determined by a choice of a double-six. The invariant theory of Cremona hex- 
aedral equations was studied by A. Coble in [116]. He used the Joubert func- 
tions introduced by P. Joubert in [323]. The Segre cubic arose in the work of 
C. Segre on cubic threefolds with singular points [516]. Its realization as the 
GIT-quotient space of ordered sets of six points in P 1 is due to Coble. The dual 
quartic hypersurface was first studied by G. Castelnuovo [?] and later by H. 
Richmond [467]. It was called the Castelnuovo quartic by E. Ciani [98]. 

F. Eckardt gives a complete classification of cubic surfaces with Eckardt 
points (called Ovalpoints in [492]) in terms of their Hessian surface [198]. He 
also considers singular surfaces. A modern account of this work can be found 
[150]. The Clebsch Diagonalflache with 10 Eckardt points was first studied by 
A. Clebsch in [111]. It has an important role in Klein's investigation of the 
Galois group of a quintic equations [339]. 

The classification of possible groups of automorphisms of a nonsingular 
cubic surfaces was initiated by S. Kantor [326]. Some of the mistakes in his 
classification were later corrected by A. Wiman [599]. However, Wiman's 
classification was also incomplete. For example the case VII was missing and 
the description of some of the groups was wrong. For example, in case VI he 
claimed that the group is a dihedral group of order 12. Segre's book [513] con- 
tains the same mistakes. Apparently, all three sources used the assumption that 
a surface is Sylvester nondegenerate. The first complete, purely computational, 
classification was given in 1997 by T. Hosoh [?]. 

In 1897, J. Hutchinson showed in [309] that the Hessian surface of a nonsin- 
gular cubic surface could be isomorphic to the Kummer surface of the Jacobian 
of a genus 2 curve. This happens if the invariant Is I24 + 8/32 vanishes [478]. 
The group of birational automorphisms of the Hessian of a cubic surface was 
described only recently [180]. 

The relationship of the Gosset polynomial 221 to 27 lines on a cubic surface 
was first discovered in 1910 by R Schoute [499] (see [569]). The Weyl group 
iy(E6) as the Galois group of 27 lines was first studied by C. Jordan [321]. 

Together with the group of 28 bitangents of a plane quartic isomorphic to 
W(E>7), it is discussed in many classical text-books in algebra (e.g. [593], B. 
II). S. Kantor [326] realized the Weyl group W(E n ),n < 8, as a group of 
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linear transformations preserving a quadratic form of signature (l,n) and a 
linear form. A. Coble [116], Part II, was the first who showed that the group 
is generated by the permutations group and one additional involution. So we 
should credit him with the discovery of the Weyl groups as reflection groups. 
Apparently independently of Coble, this fact was rediscovered by P. Du Val 
[194]. We refer to [52] for the history of Weyl groups, reflection groups and 
root systems. Note that the realization of the Weyl group as a reflection group 
in the theory of Lie algebras was obtained by H. Weyl in 1928, ten years later 
after Coble's work. 

As we have already mentioned in the previous chapter, the Gosset poly topes 
were discovered in 1900 by T. Gosset [256]. The notation ri2i belongs to 
him. They had been rediscovered later by E. Elte and H. S. M. Coxeter (see 
[136]), but only Coxeter realized that their groups of symmetries are reflection 
groups. The relationship between the Gosset polytopes rc 2 i and curves on del 
Pezzo surfaces of degree 5 — n was found by Du Val [194]. This fundamental 
paper is the origin of a modern approach to the study of del Pezzo surfaces by 
means of root systems of finite-dimensional Lie algebras [162], [375]. 

Volume 3 of Baker's book [21] contains a lot of information about the ge- 
ometry if cubic surfaces. Yu. Manin's book [375] is a good source on cubic 
surfaces with emphasis on the case on a non-algebraically closed base field. 
It has been used as one of the main sources in the study of arithmetic of del 
Pezzo surfaces. 
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10.1 Grassmannians of lines 



10.1.1 Generalities about Grassmannians 



We continue to use E to denote a linear space of dimension n + 1 . Let us recall 
some basic facts about Grassmann varieties of m-dimensional subspaces of E 
and fix the notations. We will denote by G(m 7 E) the set of m-dimensional 
linear subspaces of E. We will identify it with the set G m -i(\E\) of m — 1- 
dimensional planes in the projective space \E\ of lines of E. Another identifi- 
cation can be made with the set G(E, n + 1 — m) of n + 1 — m-dimensional 
quotients of E. By assigning to L e G(m, E) the image of f\ m L in /\ m E, 
we will identify the set G(m, E) with the set of lines in /\ m E generated by 
decomposable m-vectors v\ A . . . A v m , where . . . , v m ) is a basis of L. 
The linear subspace L can be reconstructed from a decomposable m-vector u> 
via 



In this way G(m, E) acquires a structure of a projective subvariety of | /\ m E\ 
corresponding to lines [ui] such that the rank of the linear map 



is less than or equal to n + 1 — m. 

The tautological embedding of projective varieties G(m, E) <—* | f\ m E\ is 
called the Pliicker embedding. 

By taking the dual subspace L 1 - C E v , we obtain an isomorphism of pro- 
jective varieties 



L = {v e E : lu A v = 0}. 



m+l 




G(m,E)^G(n + l-m,E v ) 1 L^L^. 
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If we fix a basis in E to identify it with C™ +1 , we write G(m,n + 1) or 
G m _i(P") instead of G(m,C n+1 ) or G m _i(|£|). 

In a more sophisticated way, the Grassmann variety G = G(m, E) can be 
defined as the variety representing the functor which assigns to a scheme S the 
set of rank n + 1 — m locally free quotients T of the vector bundle E ® Os- 
The corresponding morphism S — > G is defined by assigning to a point s E S 
the kernel of the surjection E — » .F(s). The universal object in the sense of 
representable functors is defined by a vector bundle E®0& — > Qg, where Qg 
is a vector bundle of rank m over G, called the universal quotient bundle over 
G. Its kernel is denoted by Sq and is called the universal subbundle over G. By 
definition, we have an exact sequence of locally free sheaves (the tautological 
exact sequence on G) 

0^S G ^E®O G ^ Q G ^0, (10.1) 

and its dual exact sequence 

-> Ql^ E v ® O g -» -» 0. (10.2) 

The Pliicker embedding is defined now as the composition of the natural mor- 
phisms 

mm mm 

G = P(/\«Se) -» P(/\E V <g> C G ) = | /\ 7?| x G ^ | /\ 7?|. 

A choice of a basis in 7? and a choice of a basis . . . ,v m ) of L € 
G(m, 7?) defines a matrix of size m x (n + 1) and rank m whose i-th row 
consists of coordinates of the vector «j. Two such matrices A and 7? define 
the same linear subspace if and only if there exists a matrix C <G GL(ra) such 
that CA = B. In this way G(m, E) can be viewed as the orbit space of the 
action of GL(m) on the open subset of Mat mi „ + i(m) of rank m matrices. By 
the First Fundamental Theorem of Invariant Theory, the orbit space is isomor- 
phic to the projective spectrum of the subring of the polynomial ring in ("j^ 1 ) 
variables Xij, 1 < i < m, 1 < j < n + 1, generated by the maximal minors 
of the matrix X = (Xij). A choice of an order on the set of maximal minors 
(we will always use the lexicographic order) defines an embedding of the orbit 
( n+1 )-i 

space in PV m ) .It is isomorphic to the Pliicker embedding. In coordinates 
(to, • • • , t n ) € (E v ) n+1 , the maximal minors Xi x , ^ m can be identified with 
m-vectors p tl ... lm = t i± A . . . A t im G A™ # V = (A™ E Y ■ Considered as 
coordinates in the vector space f\ m E, they are called the Pliicker coordinates. 
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The maximal minors X^ .. .^ satisfy the Pliicker equations 

n 

^ Pil,---,im-lJkPjl,---,jk-l,jk + l,---,jm + l — ^1 (10.3) 

fc=l 

where (ii, . . . , i m -i) and (ji, . . . , j m +i) are two strictly increasing subsets of 
[1 , n + 1] . These relations are easily obtained by considering the left-hand-side 
expression as an alternating (m + 1) -multilinear function on C m . It is known 
that these equations define G(m, n+ 1) scheme-theoretically in p( >™ z 1 (see, 
for example, [301], vol. 2). 

The open subset D(pj) fl G(m,n + 1) is isomorphic to the affine space 
^m(n-m) -pjjg i somol -phism i s defined by assigning to a matrix A defining L, 
the point (zj), where zj = \Aj\/\Aj\ taken in some fixed order. This shows 
that G(m, n + 1) is a smooth rational variety of dimension rn(n + 1 — m). 

The surjection E v eg) Og — > 5^ defines a closed embedding P(«Sg) 
P(i? v ® Og) = x G. Its image is the incidence variety 

z G = {(x,n) e \E\ x G : a: e n}. 

Let 

p:Z6-f|B|, q:Z G ^G 

be the corresponding projections. By definition, the projection q is the projec- 
tive bundle P(S^) = \S G \. 

The fiber of the projection p over a point x = [v] S | £7| can be canonically 
identified with G(m— 1, E/Cv). Recall that the quotient spaces E/Cv, v € E, 
are the fibres of the quotient sheaf eg) 1) which is isomorphic 

to the twisted tangent sheaf T\m (— 1) via the Euler exact sequence (the dual of 
exact sequence (7.50)) 

-» 0\ E \ -» ® £ -» -» 0. 

Assume m = 2, then G(m — 1, E/Cv) = \E/Cv\. This gives 

Z G S|7f B |(-l)|=P(nf B| (l)). (10.4) 

In the general case, the projection pis the Grassmann bundle G(m— 1, T\e\ (— 1)) 
Since we will not need this fact, we omit the relevant definitions and the proof 
(see [332]). 

Let us compute the canonical sheaf luq of G. 
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Lemma 10.1.1 Let Tq be the tangent bundle o/G. There is a natural isomor- 
phism of sheaves 

lu g = G (-n), 

where Oq{1) is taken with respect to the Pliicker embedding. 

Proof Let us trivialize Sq over an open subset U to assume that — S <g> 
Ojj. Then U is isomorphic to the quotient of an open subset of Hom(S l , E) by 
GL(5). The tangent bundle of U becomes isomorphic to 

Hom(5, E)/Uam(S, S) = S v ® E / S v ® S = S v <Z> (E/S). 

These isomorphisms can be glued together to define a global isomorphism 
Tu^S^® Q G . 

Since f\ m V — > f\ m Sq defines the Pliicker embedding, we have 

d(^) = Cl (0 G (l)). 

Now the second isomorphism follows from a well-known formula for the first 
Chern class of tensor product of vector bundles (see [281], Appendix A). □ 

Since Zjj is a projective bundle over G, we can apply formula (7.51) for the 
canonical sheaf of a projective bundle to obtain 

m 

wjWg - 9*(A 5 g) ®P*0|B|(-m) s g*0 6 (l) 
wz G = w Zc / G (g) = <?*Cg(-«) (-m), 

10.1.2 Schubert varieties 

Let us recall some facts about the cohomology ring H* (G, Z) of G = G r (V n ) 
(see [230], Chapter 14). 
Fix a flag 

A cAiC...ci r c P" 

of subspaces of dimension ao < a\ < ... < a r , and define the Schubert 
variety 

Q(A ,A 1 , Ar) = {II G G : dimlln A, > i,i = 0, . . . ,r}. 

This is a closed subvariety of G of dimension J2i=o( a i ~ ^ ts homology 
class [fi(Ao, A\, . . . ,A r )\ in 77* (G, Z) depends only on ao, • • • , a r . It is called 
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a Schubert cycle and is denoted by (do, . . . , a r ). Let ao = N — r — d, a, = 
n — r + i,i > 1. The varieties 

si(Ao) := n(A), ■ • • , Ar) = {n S G : n n A ^ 0} 

are called the special Schubert varieties. Their codimension is equal to d. 

Under the Poincare Duality H„ (G, Z) — > ff* (G, Z), the cycles (a , . . . , o r ) 
are mapped to Schubert classes {Ao, . . . , X r } defined in terms of the Chern 
classes 

<j s = c s (Q g ) e H 2s (G,Z), s = l,...,n-r, 

by the determinantal formula 

{A , . . . , A r } = det(o'x 4 +j-i)o<i 1 j<r) 

where A, = n — r + i — Oj, i = 0, . . . , r. The classes a s are dual to the classes 
of special Schubert varieties il(Ao), where dim Ao = n — r — s. 
The tautological exact sequence (10.1) shows that 

i = ($>(2«))(E c ^)). 

In particular, 

*i = -c 1 (S g ) = c 1 (S^) = c 1 (O g (1)). 

A proof of the following result can be found in [230] or [301], vol. 2. 

Proposition 10.1.2 The cohomology ring H* (G, Z) is generated by the spe- 
cial Schubert classes a s . The Schubert cycles (ao, . . . , a r ) with X)[=o( ai 
)' . = d freely generate i?2d(G,Z). The Schubert classes {Ao, . . . , A r } with 
d = 5Zi=o ^if ree h generate H 2d (G, Z). In particular, 

Pic(G) H 2 (<G,Z) = lax. 

It follows from the above Proposition that H * (G, Z) is isomorphic to the 
Chow ring A*(G) of algebraic cycles on G. Under the Poincare Duality 7 i— > 
a 7 , the intersection form on cycles (7, /i) is defined by 

(7, n) = I Q 7 = / a 7 A a M := a 7 • a M . 
Jn Jg 

The intersection form on A*(G) is calculated by using the Pieri's formulas 

{A , . . . , A r } • cr s = ^{/io, • • • , Mr}, (10.5) 
where the sum is taken over all {/1} such that n — r > Ao > . . . \i r > \ r and 

= S + ^Mi- 
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Here are some special cases. We set cr Si t = {s, t, 0, . . . , 0}. Then 

<J\ = 02 + 01, l, 

Uy ■ (72 = 03 + 02,1, 
f 1 • 01,1 = 0'2,1- 

For example, the degree of G is equal to af lmG . We refer to [230], Example 
14.7.1 1, for the following formula computing the degree of G r (P") 

1'2' r-1 dim (7' 
degG r (P») = - \,/ dO.6) 
(n — ry.yn — r + lj! ... n! 

Example 10.1.3 Let us look at the Grassmannian Gi(P 3 ) = G(2, 4) of lines 
in P 3 . The Pliicker equations are reduced to one quadratic relation 

P12P34 - P13P24 + P14P23 = 0. (10.7) 

This is a nonsingular quadric in P 5 , often called the Klein quadric. The Schu- 
bert class of codimension 1 is represented by the special Schubert variety 
of lines intersecting a given line I. We have two codimension 2 Schubert cycles 
<r 2 and cr^i represented by the Schubert varieties il(x) of lines containing a 
given point x and 0(11) of lines containing in a given plane II. Each of these 
varieties is isomorphic to P 2 . In classical terminology, il(x) is an a-plane and 
f2(II) is a (3-plane. We have a 1-dimensional Schubert cycle er 2 i represented 
by the Schubert variety II) of lines in a plane II containing a given point 
x G II. It is isomorphic to P 1 . Thus 

A*(G(2,4)) = Z[G] eZcri 8 (Zct 2 +Zoi,i) ® Zcr 2 ,i eZ[point]. 

Note that the two Schubert classes of codimension 2 represent two different 
rulings of the Klein quadric by planes. 
We have 

f7 2 -ai,i=Q, a| = l, 2 (1 = 1. (10.8) 

Write a 2 = aer 2 + &0i i- Intersecting both sides with a 2 and <Ti i, we obtain 
a = 6 = 1 confirming Pieri's formula (10.5). Squaring er 2 , we obtain deg G = 
a\ = 2, confirming the fact that G(2, 4) is a quadric in P 5 . 

A surface S in Gi(P 3 ) is called a congruence of lines. Its cohomology class 
[S] is equal to mCT 2 +ncri i. The number to (resp. n) is classically known as the 
order of S* (resp. class). It is equal to the number of lines in S passing through 
a general point in P 3 (resp. contained in a general plane). The sum to + n is 
equal to <j\ ■ [S] and hence coincides with the degree of S in P 5 . 
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There are numerous applications of Schubert calculus to enumerative prob- 
lems in algebraic geometry. Let us prove the following nice result, which can 
be found in many classical text-books (first proven by L. Cremona [139]). 

Proposition 10.1.4 The number of common secants of two general rational 
normal curves in P 3 is equal to 10. 

Proof Consider the congruence of lines formed by secants of a rational nor- 
mal cubic curve in P 3 . Through a general point in P 3 passes one secant. In a 
general plane lie three secants. Thus the order of the congruence is equal to 1 
and the class is equal to 3. By using (10.8), we see that the two congruences 
intersect at 10 points. □ 

Remark 10.1.5 Let R\ and i?2 be two general rational normal cubic curves 
in P 3 and let A/i be the net of quadrics through Ri. The linear system W of 
quadrics in the dual space that is apolar to the linear system Af spanned by A/i 
and A/2 is of dimension 3. The Steinerian quartic surface defined by this linear 
system contains 10 lines, the singular lines of 10 reducible quadrics from W. 
The dual of these lines are the 10 common secants of R\ and R2 (see [463], 
[384], [120]). Also observe that the 5-dimensional linear system M maps Ri 
to a curve C.- L of degree 6 spanning the plane IT in Af v apolar to the plane 
Afj. The 10 pairs of intersection points of C; with the ten common secants 
correspond to the branches of the ten singular points of Ci. 



10.1.3 Secant varieties of Grassmannians of lines 

From now on, we will restrict ourselves with the Grassmannian of lines in 
P™ = \E\. Via contraction, one can identify /\ E with the space of linear 
maps u : E v — ► E such that the transpose map *u is equal to — u. Explicitly, 

v A w(l) = l(v)w — l(w)v. 

The rank of u is the rank of the map. Since *u = — u, the rank takes even 
values. The Grassmann variety G(2, E) is the set of points [u], where u is a 
map of rank 2. 

After fixing a basis in E, we can identify /\ 2 E with the space of skew- 
symmetric matrices A = (pij) of size (n + 1) x (n + 1). The Grassmann 
variety G(2, E) is the locus of rank 2 matrices, up to proportionality. The en- 
tries Pij,i < j, are the Pliicker coordinates. In particular, G(2, E) is the zero 
set of the 4x4 pfaffians of A. In fact, each of the Pliicker equations is given 






Pij 


Plk 


Pil\ 


-Pij 





Pjk 


Pjl 


-Pik 


-Pjk 





Pkl 


-Pil 


-Pjl 


-pkl 


0/ 
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by the 4x4 pfaffian of the matrix (pij) 

( 

PijPki - PikPji + PuPjk = Pf 

V 

Another way to look at G(2, E) is to use the decomposition 

2 

E®E=S 2 (E)@f\E. 

It identifies G(2, E) with the projection of the Segre variety s 2 (|7?| x IT^I) c 
\E ®E\\a\ A 2 E\ from the subspace \S 2 (E)\. 

The formula (10.6) for the degree of the Grassmannian gives in our special 
case 

(2n-2)! 



(n — l)\n\ 

One can also compute the degrees of Schubert varieties 

, n , v (ao + oi-1)!, > 

degi2(a ,ai) = : — : (a a - a ). 

a !ai! 



(10.9) 



(10.10) 



Lemma 10.1.6 The rank ofu G f\ E is equal to the smallest number k such 
that uj can be written as a sum U\ + • • • + of 2-vectors Ui of rank 2. 

Proof It suffices to show that, for any u of rank 2k > 4, there exists a 2-vector 
ui of rank 2 such that u — u\ is of rank < 2k — 2. Let 7? be the kernel of u and 
lo ^ 7?. Choose vq E E such that, for any I S 7?, i(uo) = and Zo( u o) = L 
By skew-symmetry of u, for any m G E y , m(u(x)) = —l(u(m)). Consider 
the difference u' = u — vo A w(^o)- F° r any I G 7i, we have 

= - l(v )u(l ) + l(u(l ))v = l(u(l ))v = -l (u(l))v = 0. 

This shows that R c Ker(u). Moreover, we have 

u'(Z ) = u{h) + la(u(l a ))v - 1 (v )u(Iq) = u(l ) - u(lo) = 0. 

This implies that Ker(w') is strictly larger than Ker(w). □ 

This gives the following. 

Proposition 10.1.7 The variety 

2 

Gfe =: {[u] G | A E\ : u has rank < 2k + 2} 
is equal to the k-secant variety SeCfe(G) ofG. 
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Let t = l 11 ^-] , then t is the maximal number k such that Sec fc (G) ^ | /\ 2 E \. 
So the Pliicker space is stratified by the rank of its points and the strata are the 
following: 

\E\\G U G t \G t _i, ...,Gi\G, G. (10.11) 

It follows from the previous remarks that G k \ Gfc_i is the orbit of a matrix 
of rank 2k + 2 and size (n + 1) x (n + 1) under the action of GL(n +1). 
Therefore, 

dimGfe = dimGL(n)/H k , 

where H k is the stabilizer of a skew-symmetric matrix of rank 2k + 2. An easy 
computation gives the following. 

Proposition 10.1.8 Let < k <t, then 

d k = dimGfe = (k+ l)(2n-2fc- 1) - 1. (10.12) 

Let X C P r be a reduced and nondegenerate closed suvariety. The k-th 
defect of X can be defined as 

S k (X) = min((fc+ l)dimJf + k,r) - dim Sec k (X), 

which is the difference between the expected dimension of the fc-secant variety 
of X and the effective one. We say that X is k-defective if Sec fe (X) is a proper 
subvariety and S k (X) > 0. 

Example 10.1.9 Let n = 2t + 3, then G t C | /\ 2 E\ is the pfaffian hypersur- 
face of degree t + 2 in | /\ 2 E\ parameterizing singular skew-symmetric matri- 
ces (dij) of size 2t + 4. The expected dimension of Gt is equal to At 2 + 8t + 5, 
that is larger than dim \ f\ 2 E\ = ( 2 *+ 4 ) - 1. Thus d t (G) = dimG t + 1 and 
5t(G) = 1. 

In the special case n = 5, the variety Gi(P 5 ) is one of the four Severi-Zak 
varieties. 

Using Schubert varieties one can describe the projective tangent space of 
Gfc at a given point p = [u] ^ Gfe_i. Let K = Ker(w) C E v . Since the rank 
of u is equal to 2k + 2, the dual subspace K 1 - C E defines a linear subspace 

of \E\ of dimension 2k + 1. Let fi(A p ) be the corresponding special Schubert 
variety and let (fi(A p )) be its linear span in the Pliicker space. 

Proposition 10.1.10 

T p (G k ) = (fi(Ap)). 
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Proof Since G& \ Gk-i is a homogeneous space for GL(n + 1), we may 
assume that the point p is represented by a 2-vector u = 2j=o e 2«+i A 62^+2, 
where (ei , . . . , e„) is a basis in E. The corresponding subspace K 1 - is spanned 
by ei, . . . , e2fc+2- A line I intersects A p if and only if it can be represented by 
a bivector v A w, where v G . Thus W = (il(A p )) is the span of points 
[ei Aej], where either i or j is less than or equal to 2k + 2. In other words, W is 
given by vanishing of (" 2 2 fc_1 ) Pliicker coordinates p a t„ where a,b > 2k + 2. 
It is easy to see that this agrees with the formula for dimSeCfc(G). So, it is 
enough to show that W is contained in the tangent space. We know that the 
equations of SeCfc(G) are given by pfaffians of size Ak + 4. Recall the formula 
for the pfaffians from Chapter 2, Exercise 2.1, 

ses (ij)es 

where S is a set of pairs (ii, ji), . . . , (%2k+2, hk+2) such that 1 < i s < j s < 
Ak + 4, s = 1, . . . , 2k + 2, {ii, . . . , i 2 k+2,ji,- ■ ■ , ^+2} = {1, . . . , 4fc + 4}. 
Consider the Jacobian matrix of Gfc at the point p. Each equation of &k is 
obtained by a choice of a subset 7 of {1, ... ,n} of cardinality Ak + 4 and 
writing the pfaffian of the submatrix of (py) formed by the columns and rows 
with indices in I. The corresponding row of the Jacobian matrix is obtained 
by taking the partials of this equation with respect to all evaluated at the 
point p. If a, b < 2k + 2, then one of the factors in the product Yi(ij)es Pij 
corresponds to a pair where i,j > 2k + 2. When we differentiate with 

respect to p a b its value at p is equal to zero. Thus the corresponding entry in the 
Jacobian matrix is equal to zero. So, all nonzero entries in a row of the Jacobian 
matrix correspond to the coordinates of vectors from W that are equal to zero. 
Thus W is contained in the space of solutions. □ 

Taking k = 0, we obtain the following. 

Corollary 10.1.11 For any I e G, 

T/(G) = (Q(e)), 

Let A be any subspace of P™ of dimension 2k + 1 and 

2 

P A = {pe\/\E\:A = A p }. 

This is the projectivization of the linear space of skew-symmetric matrices of 
rank 2k+2 with the given nullspace of dimension 2fc+2. An easy computation 
using formula (10.12) shows that dim P A = (2k + l)(k + 1) - 1. 
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Let 

2 

7 fe : G fc \ <&k-i -> G(rffc + l,f\E), d k = dimG fc , 

be the Gauss map which assigns to a point its embedded tangent space. Apply- 
ing Proposition 10.1.10, we obtain the following. 

Corollary 10.1.12 

7fc - 1 ((fi(A)))^P A . 

In particular, any hyperplane in the Plilcker space containing f2(A) is tangent 
to SeCfe(G) along the subvariety P\ of dimension (2k + l)(fc + 1) — 1. 

Example 10.1.13 Let G = G(2, 6). We have already observed that the secant 
variety Gj is a cubic hypersurface A in P 14 defined by the pfaffian of the 6x6 
skew-symmetric matrix whose entries are Pliicker coordinates py . The Gauss 
map is the restriction to A of the polar map P 14 ---> (P 14 ) v given by the 
partials of the cubic. The singular locus of X is equal to G(2, 6), it is defined 
by polars of X. The polar map is a Cremona transformation in P 14 . This is one 
of the examples of Cremona transformations defined by Severi-Zak varieties 
(see Example 7.1.13). 

Let A be a subvariety of G, and 7.x be the preimage of X under the projec- 
tion q : Zjj — > G. The image of 2x in P n is the union of lines t € X. We will 
need the description of its set of nonsingular points. 

Proposition 10.1.14 The projection px : 2.x — > P" is smooth at (x, £) if and 

only if 

dim^fi(x) n T£(X) = dim^ x ^p x 1 (x). 

Proof Let (x, £) € 2x and let F be the fiber of px ■ 2x — > P" passing 
through the point (x, £) identified with the subset il(x)P\X under the projection 
q : 2x — ► G. Then 

T X/ (F) = T e (Q(x)) n T e (X) = Q(x) n T £ (A). (10.13) 

This proves the assertion. □ 

Corollary 10.1.15 Let Y = p x {1 x ) C P" fee f/ie union of lines I € A. 
AiiMme A /s nonsingular and p x (x) is a finite set. Suppose dim^f2(a;) n 
T^(A) = 0/or some £ G A containing x. Then x is nonsingular point ofY. 
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10.2 Linear line complexes 

10.2.1 Linear line complexes and apolarity 

An effective divisor C C G = Gi(P n ) is called a line complex. Since we know 
that Pic(G) is generated by £> G (1) we see that £ G \0 G (d)\ for some d > 1. 
The number d is called the degree of the line complex. 

An example of a line complex €. of degree d in Gi(P") is the Chow form 
of a subvariety X C P™ of codimension 2 (see [238]). It parameterizes lines 
that have non-empty intersection with X. Its degree is equal to the degree of 
X. When X is linear, this is of course the special Schubert variety Sl(X). 

A linear line complex is a line complex of degree 1, that is a hyperplane 
section <t = H n G of G. If no confusion arises we will sometimes identify £ 
with the corresponding hyperplane H. A linear line complex is called special 
if it is equal to the special Schubert variety 0(11), where II is a subspace of 
codimension n — 2. The corresponding hyperplane is tangent to the Grassman- 
nian at any point I such that I C II. In particular, when n = 3, the special 
linear line complex is isomorphic to a quadric cone. 

For any u G (/\ 2 E) v = f\ 2 E v , let £ w denote the linear line complex 
defined by the hyperplane V(ui). In coordinates, if u> — aijPij, the linear 
line complex £ w is given by adding to the Pliicker equations the additional 
equation 

0<i<j<n 

For example, the line complex V(pij) parameterizes the lines intersecting the 
coordinate (n — 2)-plane tk = 0, k ^ i, j, in P™. 

Remark 10.2.1 It follows from the Euler sequence that there is a natural iso- 
morphism 

2 

H° '(\E\, Of B |(2)) =Ker (E v ® E v -> S 2 (E V )) = /\E V . (10.14) 

Also we know from (10.4) that the incidence variety Zjj is isomorphic to the 
projective bundle P(f2j L E | (1)) = P(J7j L £; |(2)). Thus a linear line complex can be 
viewed as a divisor in the linear system |Oz,„(l)|, where p*0z G (l) — ^Ie\ (^) - 
The fiber of Z& over a point x G \E\ is isomorphic to the projectivized tangent 
space P(^ b| (.t))- |T x (|S|)|. 

Choose local coordinates Z\, . . . , z n in \E\ defining the basis ■ ■ ■ , gf-) 
in tangent spaces, then, for any nonzero we/\ 2 £' v the line complex £ w G 
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f\ 2 E y is locally given by an expression 

n 

}]Ai(zi, . . ■ ,z n )dzi = 0. 
i=i 

This equation is called the Pfaff partial differential equation. More generally, 
any line complex of degree d can be considered as the zero set of a section of 
Oz (i (d) and can be locally defined by the Monge 's partial differential equation 

n 

X A - </-;...'/:;/ "• 

iiH H n =d 

We refer to S. Lie's book [360] for the connection between the theory of Pfaff 
equations and line complexes. 

The projective equivalence classes of linear line complexes coincide with 
the orbits of GL(E) acting naturally on\/\ 2 E v \. The GL(£?) -orbit of a linear 
line complex £ w is uniquely determined by the rank 2k of uo. We will identify 
ijj with the associated linear map E — > E y . Let 

S w = |Ker(w)|. (10.15) 

It is called the center of a linear line complex We have encountered it in 
Chapter 2. This is a linear subspace of \E\ of dimension n — 2k, where 2k is 
the rank of w. 

Proposition 10.2.2 Let £ w be a linear line complex and S u be its center. 
Then the Schubert variety f2(S w ) is contained in € u and 

Proof Since GL(E) acts transitively on the set of linear line complexes of 
equal rank, we may assume that u> = X^=i e* A e£ +i , where e*, . . . , e* is a 
basis of E v dual to a basis e± , . . . , e n of E. The linear space Ker(u) is spanned 
by ei, i > 2k. A line £ intersects S w if and only if it can be represented by a 
bivector v A w E f\ " E, where [v] £ S w . Therefore, the linear span of the 
Schubert variety f2(S w ) is generated by bivectors e; A ej, where i < 2k. It is 
obvious that it is contained in the hyperplane V(lo) = (£ w ) C | f\ E\. This 
checks the first assertion. 

It follows from Corollary 10.1.11 that 

I S Sing(C) ^ T/(G) C V(lu) ^ tt(l) c 

Suppose il(£) C £ u but £ does not belong to S w . We can find a point in £ 
represented by a vector v = ^ o-i e u where ai ^ for some i < 2k. Then the 
line represented by a bivector v A ek+i intersects £ but does not belong to £ u 
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(since ui(v A e^+i) = a, 7^ 0). Thus f2(^) C £ w implies £ C S w . Conversely, 
this inclusion implies fl(£) C il(S w ) C This proves the second assertion. 

□ 

It follows from the Proposition that any linear line complex is singular unless 
its rank is equal to 2 [ ] , maximal possible. Thus the set of hyperplanes in the 
Pliicker space that are tangent to G can be identified with the set of linear line 
complexes of rank < 2[^^]. Consider G(2, E v ) in its Pliicker embedding in 
P(/\ 2 E). Exchanging the roles of E and E v , we obtain the following beautiful 
result. 

Corollary 10.2.3 Let t — [^y^], then Sec t (G) is equal to the dual variety of 
the Grassmannian G(2, E y ) in P(/\ 2 E). 

When n = 4, 5 we obtain that G(2, E) is dual to G(2, E y ). When n = 6 we 
obtain that the dual of G(2, E v ) is equal to Seci(G(2, E)). This agrees with 
Example 10.1.13. 

For any linear subspace L of E, let 

= ui(L) 1 - = {w eE : lu(v,w) = 0,Vw G L}. 
For any subspace A = \L\ C \E\, let 

i w (A) = \L U \. 

It is clear that [v A w] E G belongs to £ w if and only if ou(v, w) = 0. Thus 

£ u = {i£G:lci u {£)}. (10.16) 

Clearly i w (A) contains the center = |Ker(a w )| of Its dimension is 
equal to n — dim A + dim A n S w . 

Since ui is skew-symmetric, for any point x G \E\, 

x G i w (x). 

When u; is nonsingular, we obtain a bijective correspondence between points 
and hyperplanes classically known as a null-system. 

In the special case when n = 3 and S w = 0, this gives the polar duality 
between points and planes. The plane H(x) corresponding to a point x is called 
the null-plane of x. The point tn corresponding to a plane II is called the null- 
point of II. Note that x £ H(x) and xu G II. Also in this case the lines £ and 
i u (£) are called /War lines. We also have a correspondence between lines in 

lu ■ Gl(P 3 ) - G!(P 3 ), 
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Note that the lines £ and i u (£) are always skew or coincide. The set of fixed 
points of i u on Gi(P 3 ) is equal to <L W . Since C is nonsingular, the pole c of 
V(u>) with respect to the Klein quadric G does not belong to G. It is easy to 
see that i u is the deck transformation of the projection of G in P 5 from the 
point c. Thus 

G/(i u ) = P 4 . 

The hyperplane (C^) is the polar hyperplane P C (G). The ramification divisor 
of the projection G — > P 4 is the linear complex £ w = P C (G) n G. The branch 
divisor is a quadric in P 4 . 

If € is singular, then it coincides with the Schuber variety £l(£), where £ = 
S w . For any ^ ^ S W) we have i u (£) = S w and i u (S u ) = P 3 . 

Proposition 10.2.4 Let £ w foe a nonsingular linear line complex in Gi(P"). 
Let £ be a line in P™. Then any line £' € £ w intersecting I also intersects 
iui{t). The linear line complex £ w consists of lines intersecting the line £ and 
the codimension 2 subspace i u (£). 

Proof Let x — £ n £'. Since a; G £', we have f C i u (£') C Since 
i € f, we have i u (£) C z w (x). Thus i u (x) contains £' and Since £ w is 

nonsingular, dimi w (a;) = n — 1, hence the line intersects the (n — 2)-plane 

Conversely, suppose intersects £ at a point x and intersects at a 

point a;'. Then a;, x' e and hence £' = ra' C i w {£')- Thus £' belongs to 

c. □ 

Definition 10.2.5 A linear line complex £ w in \ f\ 2 E\ is called apolar to a 
linear line complex C w » in | /\ 2 E v \ ifu)*(w) = 0. 

In the case n — 3, we can identify | /\ 2 E\ with | /\ 2 i? v | by using the po- 
larity defined by the Klein quadric. Thus we can speak about apolar linear line 
complexes in P 3 . In Pliicker coordinates, this gives the relation 

«12&34 + a 3i b 12 - d 13 b 2 4 - 024^13 + ^14^23 + 023&14 = 0. (10.17) 

Lemma 10.2.6 Let £ w and <L w i be two nonsingular linear line complexes in 
P 3 . Then C w and <t w i are apolar to each other if and only if g = uj^ 1 o to' g 
GL(E) satisfies g 2 = 1. 

Proof Take two skew lines £, £' in the intersection £ w n € u i . Choose coordi- 
nates in E such that £ and £' are two opposite edges of the coordinate tetrahe- 
dron V(toht2t3), say £ : t = t 2 = 0, and £' : t\ = t 3 = 0. Then the linear 
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line complexes have the following equations in Pliicker coordinates 

£lu ■ api2 + bp 34: = 0; <£ u > : cp 12 + dp 3 4 = 0. 



The condition that £ w and <£ w / are apolar is ad 
cj,w' : E — > E v are give by the matrices 
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be = 0. The linear maps 



This gives 





a 















c 





o\ 






—a 

















c 
























6 















d 




V o 





-b 


oy 






Vo 







-d 


0/ 
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A~ 1 B = 



This shows that (A 1 B) 2 defines the identical transformation of \E\. It is easy 
to see that conversely, this implies that ad + be = 0. □ 

In particular, a pair of nonsingular apolar linear line complexes defines an 
involution of \E\. Any pair of linear line complexes defines a projective trans- 
formation of \E\ as follows. Take a point x, define its null-plane H(x) with 
respect to uo and then take its null-point y with respect to w' . For apolar line 
complexes we must get an involution. That is, the null-plane of y with respect 
to uj must coincide with the null -plane of x with respect to J . 

Since any set of nonsingular mutually apolar linear line complexes is lin- 
early independent, we see that the maximal number of mutually apolar linear 
line complexes is equal to 6. If we choose these line complexes as coordinates 
Zi in f\ E, we will be able to write the equation of the Klein quadric in the 
form 

q = X> 2 - 

i=0 

Since each pair of apolar linear line complexes defines an involution in | /\ 2 E\, 
we obtain 15 involutions. They generate an elementary abelian group (Z/2Z) 4 
of projective transformations in P 3 . The action of this group arises from a linear 
representation in C 4 of the non-abelian group TL 2 (a Heisenberg group) given 
by a central extension 



H 2 -» (Z/2Z) 4 -» 1. 
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We denote the subgroup of PGL(3) generated by the 15 involutions defined 

by six mutually apolar line complexes by T-l' 2 . 

An example of six mutually apolar linear line complexes is the set 

(pi2 +P34,i(p34 — Pl2),Pl3 — £>24,— i(f>24 + Pl3),Pl4 + P23,«(P23 — P14)), 

where i = These coordinates in the Pliicker space are called the Klein 

coordinates. 

A set of six mutually apolar linear line complexes defines a symmetric 
(\Q§)-configuration of points and planes. It is formed by 16 points and 16 
planes in P 3 such that each point is a null-point of 6 planes, each with respect 
to one of the six line complexes. Also each plane is a null-plane of six points 
with respect to one of the six line complexes. To construct such a configuration 
one can start from any point p t = [a , a\,a 2 , a 3 ] € P 3 such that no coordi- 
nate is equal to zero. Assume that our six apolar line complexes correspond to 
Klein coordinates. The first line complex is p 12 + P34 = e* A e* 2 + eg A e\. It 
transforms the point p\ to the plane — a^o + a *i + a 3 t 2 — a 2 t 3 = 0. Taking 
other line complexes we get five more null-planes: 



onto 


- a ti 


+ a 3 t 2 


- a 2 t-i 


= 0, 


02*0 


- 03*1 


- aoh 


+ ait 3 


= 0, 


02*0 


+ 03*1 


- a t 2 


- Ol*3 


= 0, 


03*0 


+ a 2 t\ 


- ait 2 


- ao*3 


= 0, 


03*0 


+ a 2 ti 


- a\t 2 


+ ao*3 


= 0. 



Next we take the orbit of p\ with respect to the Heisenberg group H 2 . It con- 
sists of 16 points. Computing the null-planes of each point, we find altogether 
16 planes forming with the 16 points a (1 66 ) -configurations. The following 
table gives the coordinates of the 16 points. 
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0,2, a.3 






ai 
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— Ol 


02, - 


-a 3 
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— 02 


Ol, - 
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Ol 


—a-2, - 




Ol 


ao, 


— a-3, - 


a 2 


ao, 


— Ol 


— a 2 


13 


Ol, 


— ao 


-03 


a2 


ai 


0.3 


—ao, - 


ai 


C13 


a2, 


—ai, - 


ao 


02, 


— 03 


-00 


Ol 


03, 


— 02 


— Ol 


ao 



A point (a, [3, 7, 5) in this table is contained in six planes at + bt\ + ct 2 + 
dt 3 = 0, where (a, b, c, d) is one of the following 



(S, -7,/3,-a), (<5,7, -/3, -a), (7, 6, -a, -/?), 

(-7,5,a,-/3), (-/3,a,5,-7), -a, 5, -7). 

Dually, a plane at + (3ti +-ft 2 + St 3 = contains six points [a, b, c, d], where 
(a, 6, c, d) is as above. 
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One checks directly that the six null -points of each of the 16 planes of the 
configuration lie on a conic. So we have a configuration of 16 conies in P 3 
each contains six points of the configuration. Also observe that any two conies 
intersect at 2 points. 

There is a nice symbolic way to exhibit the (166)-configuration. After we fix 
an order on a set of six mutually apolar linear line complexes, we will be able 
to identify the group H' 2 with the group E% defined by 2-element subsets of the 
set {1,2,3,4,5,6} (see Section 5.2.2). A subset of two elements {i,j} corre- 
sponds to the involution defined by a pair of apolar line complexes. We take the 
ordered set of apolar linear line complexes defined by the Klein coordinates. 
First we match the orbit of the point [do, <zi, 0,3] from the table from the 
above with the left-hand side of the following table. To find the six planes that 
contain a point from the (ij)-th spot we look at the same spot in the right-hand 
side of the following table. Take the involutions in the i-th row and j-th column 
but not at the (y)-spot. These involutions are matched with the planes contain- 
ing the point. As always we identify a plane agto + a±t% + a2ti + a^t-s with 
the point [oq, 0,1,0,2, 0,3]. For example, the point is contained in six planes 
(15) , (13) , (26) , (46) , (24) , (35) . Conversely, take a plane corresponding to the 
(ij)-th spot in the right-hand side of the table. The point contained in this plane 
can be found in the same row and the same column in the left-hand side of the 
table excluding the (ij)-th spot. For example, the plane contains the points 
(45), (34), (35), (16), (12), (26). 



(45) (34) (35) (14) (15) (13) (26) 

(16) (23) (25) (24) (46) (56) (36) (12) 

(12) (36) (56) (46) (24) (25) (23) (16)' 

(26) (13) (15) (14) (35) (34) (45) 

Another way to remember the rule of the incidence is as follows. A point cor- 
responding to an involution (ab) is contained in a plane corresponding to an 
involution (cd) if and only if 

(ab) + (cd) + (24) G {0, (16), (26), (36), (46), (56)}. 

Consider a regular map P 3 — > P 4 defined by the polynomials 

^0 + ^1 + ^2 + *3> *0*3 + *1*2 : *1*3 + *0*2> *2*3 + *0*1> *0*1*2*3- 

Observe that this map is invariant with respect to the action of the Heisenberg 
group H.2- So, it defines a regular map 

$ : ¥ 3 /H' 2 -> P 4 . 
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Proposition 10.2.7 The map $ defines an isomorphism 

¥ 3 /n 2 = x, 

where X is a quartic hypersurface in P 4 given by the equation 

zlzl - Z0Z1Z2Z3 + zfzl + z\z\ + z\z\ - 4z'i(zi + 22 + Z3) + zj = 0. (10.18) 

Proof Since the map is given by five polynomials of degree 4, the degree of 
the map times the degree of the image must be equal to 4 3 . We know that its 
degree must be multiple of 16, this implies that either the image is P 3 or a 
quartic hypersurface. Since the polynomials are linearly independent the first 
case is impossible. A direct computation gives the equation of the image. □ 

Note that the fixed-point set of each nontrivial element of the Heisenberg 
group H2 consists of two skew lines. For example, the involution 

(12) : [00,01,02,03] !-» [00,01,-02,-03] 

fixes pointwise the lines t = t\ = 0, and t 2 = £3 = 0. Each line has a 
stabilizer subgroup of index 2. Thus the images of the 30 lines form the set of 
15 double lines on X. The stabilizer subgroup acts on the line as the dihedral 
group D4. It has six points with nontrivial stabilizer of order 2. Altogether we 
have 30 x 6 = 180 such points which form 15 orbits. These orbits and the 
double lines form a (153)-configuration. The local equation of X at one of 
these orbits is v 2 + xyz = 0. 

We will prove later that the orbit space X = F 3 /H2 is isomorphic to the 
Castelnuovo-Richmond quartic. 

10.2.2 Six lines 

We know that any five lines in P 3 , considered as points in the Pliicker P 5 , are 
contained in a linear line complex. In fact, in a unique linear line complex if 
the lines are linearly independent. A set of six lines is contained in a linear line 
complex only if they are linearly dependent. The 6 x 6-matrix of its Pliicker 
coordinates must have a nonzero determinant. An example of six dependent 
lines is the set of lines intersecting a given line I. They are contained in the 
singular line complex which coincides with the Schubert variety Q.(l). We will 
give a geometric characterization of a set of six linearly dependent lines that 
contains a subset of five linearly independent lines. 

Lemma 10.2.8 Let a : P 1 — > P 1 be an involution. Then its graph is an 
irreducible curve fjCP'x P 1 ofbidegree (1, 1) such that i(T g ) = T g , where 
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b is the automorphism (x, y) i— > (y, a;). Conversely, any curve on P 1 x P 1 with 
these properties is equal to the graph of some involution. 

Proof This is easy and left to the reader. □ 

Corollary 10.2.9 Let a, r be two different involutions off 1 . Then there exists 
a unique common orbit {x, y} with respect to a and r. 

We will need the following result of M. Chasles. 

Theorem 10.2.10 (M. Chasles) Let Q be a nondegenerate quadric in P 3 
and let a be an automorphism of order 2 of Q which is the identity on one 
of the rulings. Then the set of lines in P 3 which are either contained in this 
ruling or intersect an orbit of lines in the second ruling form a linear complex. 
Conversely, any linear line complex is obtained in this way from some pair 
(Q,a). 

Proof Consider the set X of lines defined as in the first assertion of the Theo- 
rem. Take a general plane II and a point x € II. Consider the Schubert variety 
£l(x, II). It is a line in the Pliicker space. The plane interesects Q along a conic 
C. Each line from il(x, II) intersects C at two points. This defines an involu- 
tion on C. Each line from the second ruling intersects C at one point. Hence 
a defines another involution on C. By Corollary 10.2.9 there is a unique com- 
mon orbit. Thus there is a unique line from il(x, II) which belongs to X. Thus 
X is a linear line complex. 

Let l\ , £2 , I3 be any three skew lines in a line complex X = <L UJ . Let Q be a 
quadric containing these lines. It is obviously nonsingular. The lines belong to 
some ruling of Q. Take any line £ from the other ruling. Its polar line £' = (£) 
intersects £\ , £2 , £3 (because it is skew to £ or coincides with it). Hence £' lies 
on Q. Now we have an involution on the second ruling defined by the polarity 
with respect to X. If m € X and is not contained in the first ruling, then 
m intersects a line £ from the second ruling. By Proposition 10.2.4, it also 
intersects £'. This is the description of X from the assertion of the Theorem. 

□ 

Remark 10.2. 1 1 Let C be the curve in G(2, 4) parameterizing lines in a ruling 
of a nonsingular quadric Q. Take a general line £ in P 3 . Then il(£) contains 
two lines from each ruling, the ones which pass through the points Q f)£. This 
implies that C is a conic in the Pliicker embedding. A linear line complex X 
either intersects each conic at two points and contains two or one line from the 
ruling, or contains C and hence contains all lines from the ruling. 
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Lemma 10.2.12 Let I be a line intersecting a nonsingular quadric Q in P 3 
at two different points x, y. Let Y X {Q) n Q = £\ U £2 and T y {Q) O Q = 
£'1 U £' 2 , where £\ , £[ and £2 , £' 2 belong to the same ruling. Then the polar line 
£q intersects Q at the points x' = £\ fl £' 2 and y' — £2 H £\. 

Proof Each line on Q is self -polar to itself. Thus P X (Q) is the tangent plane 
T X (Q) and, similarly, P y (Q) = T y (Q). This shows that £^ = T X (Q) n 
T y (Q) =x J y 1 . □ 

Lemma 10.2.13 let ^1,^2,^3,^4 be four skew lines in P 3 . Suppose not all 
of them are contained in a quadric. Then there are exactly two lines which 
intersect all of them. These lines may coincide. 

Proof This is of course well known. It can be checked by using the Schu- 
bert calculus since a\ = # n| =1 £l(£i) = 2. A better geometric proof can be 
given as follows. Let Q be the quadric containing the first three lines. Then £4 
intersects Q at two points p, q which may coincide. The lines through these 
points belonging to the ruling not containing £1,^2,^3 intersect £\, . . . ,£4. 
Conversely, any line intersecting £\, . . . , £4 is contained in this ruling (because 
it intersects Q at three points) and passes through the points £4 n Q. 

□ 

Theorem 10.2.14 Let . . . , £ 6 ) be a set of six lines and let (£[,... ,£' 6 ) 
be the set of polar lines with respect to some nonsingular quadric Q. Assume 
that the first five lines are linearly independent in the Plilcker space. Then 
(£1, . . . ,£e) belong to a nonsingular linear line complex if and only if there 
exists a projective transformation T such that T{£{) = £\. This condition does 
not depend on the choice ofQ. 

Proof First let us check that this condition does not depend on a choice of 
Q. For each line £ let £q denote the polar line with respect to Q. Suppose 
A(£) = £q for some projective transformation A. Let Q' be another nonsin- 
gular quadric. We have to show that £q, = B{£) for some other projective 
transformation B depending only on A but not on £. Let us identify E with 
C" +1 and a quadric Q with a nonsingular symmetric matrix. Then A(£) = £q 
means that xQAy = for any vectors x, y in £. We have to find a matrix B 
such that xQ'By = 0. We have 

xQAy = xQ'{Q'- l QA)y = xQ'By, 

where B = Q'~ 1 QA. This checks the claim. 

Suppose the set (£1, . . . ,£ e ) is projectively equivalent to (£[,... ,£' 6 ), where 
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£\ are polar lines with respect to some quadric Q. Replacing Q with a quadric 
containing the first three lines £1,^2,^3, we may assume that £\ — £i,i — 
l^^.WeidentifyQwithPixP^If^ng = (cij, bj), (a! p b'j) for j = 4,5,6, 
then, by Lemma 10.2.12, i'pQ = (aj, bfi, (a'j,bj). Suppose £\ = A(^).Then 
A fixes three lines in the first ruling hence sends Q to itself. It is also identical 
on the first ruling. It acts on the second ruling by switching the coordinates 
(bi,b'j),j = 4,5,6. Thus A 2 has three fixed points on P 1 , hence A 2 is the 
identity. This shows that A = a as in Chasles' Theorem 10.2.10. Hence the 
lines £j,^, i = 1, . . . , 6, belong to the linear complex. 

Conversely, assume lx, . . . , l§ belong to a nonsingular linear line complex 
X = £ u . Applying Lemma 10.2.13, we find two lines £,£' which intersect 
■^l) ^2, ^4 (two transversals). By Proposition 10.2.4, the polar line i u (£) in- 
tersects £1, £ 2 , £3, £4- Hence it must coincide with either £ or £' . The first case 
is impossible. In fact, if £ = £', then £ E X. The pencil of lines through 
I ("I £\ in the plane (£,£1} spanned by £,£1 is contained in X. Similarly, the 
line 0,(1 n £2, ££2) is contained in X. Let II be the plane of lines spanned by 
these two lines in G. It is contained in X. Thus II cuts out in G a pair of lines. 
Thus X is singular at the point of intersections of these two lines. This is a 
contradiction. 

Thus we see that £, £' is a pair of polar lines. Now the pair of transversals 
r, t' = i u (r) of £i,£2,i3, £5 is also a pair of polar lines. Consider the quadric 
Q spanned by £\ , £2 , £3. The four transversals are the four lines from the second 
ruling of Q. We can always find an involution a on Q which preserves the first 
ruling and such that a(£) — £' , <t(t) = t' . Consider the linear line complex X' 
defined by the pair (Q, a). Since £\ , . . . , £5 belong to X, and any line complex 
is determined by five linearly independent lines, we have the equality X = 
X' . Thus £q intersects Q at a pair of lines in the second ruling which are in 
the involution a. But a is defined by the polarity with respect to X (since 
£1 ; ^2 , £3 € H and the two involutions share two orbits corresponding to the 
pairs (£, £'), (r, r')). This implies (£ u ...,£ 6 ) = a(£[, ...,£' e ), where £\ = 
£ ± 

□ 

Corollary 10.2.15 Let £\ , . . . , £q be 6 skew lines on a nonsingular cubic 
surface S. Then they are linearly independent in the Pliicker space. 

Proof We first check that any five lines among the six lines are linearly in- 
dependent. Assume that £\ , . . . , £5 are linearly dependent. Then one of them, 
say £5, lies in the span of £\,l%^ £3, £4. Let [t' x , . . . , £' 6 ) is the set of six skew 
lines which together with (£1, . . . , £ e ) form a double-six. Then £i,#2, £3, £4 lie 



588 



Geometry of Lines 



in the linear line complex Q(£' 5 ), hence £5 lies in it too. But this is impossible 
because £5 is skew to £' 5 . 

We know that there exists the unique quadric Q such that l' i are polar to 
Q with respect to Q (the Schur quadric). But (£'i, . . . ,£' e ) is not projectively 
equivalent to (l-y, . . . , £§). Otherwise, S and its image S' under the projective 
transformation T will have six common skew lines. It will also have common 
transversals of each subset of four. Thus the degree of the intersection curve is 
larger than 9. This shows that the cubic surfaces S and S' coincide and T is 
an automorphism of S. Its action on Pic(5 f ) is a reflection with respect to the 
root corresponding to the double-six. It follows from Section 9.5 that S does 
not admit such an automorphism. □ 

Remark 10.2.16 The group SL(4) acts diagonally on the Cartesian product 
G 6 . Consider the sheaf L on G 6 defined as the tensor product of the sheaves 
p*0&(l), where pi : G 6 — > G is the z-th projection. The group SL(4) acts 
naturally in the space of global sections of C and its tensor powers. Let 

00 

i=0 

This is a graded algebra of finite type and its projective spectrum Proj(i?) is 
the GIT-quotient G 6 //SL(4). The variety G 6 has an open invariant Zariski sub- 
set U which is mapped to G 6 //SL(4) with fibres equal to SL(4) -orbits. This 
implies that G 6 //SL(4) is an irreducible variety of dimension 9. Given six or- 
dered general lines in P 3 their Pliicker coordinates make a 6 x 6-matrix. Its 
determinant can be considered as a section from the first graded piece R\ of 
R. The locus of zeros of this section is a closed subvariety of G 6 whose general 
point is a 6-tuple of lines contained in a linear line complex. The image of this 
locus in G 6 //SL(4) is a hypersurface F. Now the duality of lines by means 
of a nondegenerate quadric defines an involution on G 6 . Since it does not de- 
pend on the choice of a quadric up to projective equivalence, the involution 
descends to an involution of G 6 //SL(4). The fixed points of this involution is 
the hypersurface F. One can show that the quotient by the duality involution is 
an open subset of a certain explicitly described 9-dimensional toric variety X 
(see [181]). 

Finally, observe that a nonsingular cubic surface together with a choice of 
its geometric marking defines a double-six, which is an orbit of the duality 
involution in G 6 //SL(4) and hence a unique point in X that does not belong 
to the branch locus of the double cover G 6 //SL(4) — ► X. Thus we see that 
the 4-dimensional moduli space of geometrically marked nonsingular cubic 
surfaces embeds in the 9-dimensional toric variety X. 
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10.2.3 Linear systems of linear line complexes 

Let W C /\ 2 E v be a linear subspace of dimension r+1. After projectivization 
and restriction to G(2, £7) = Gi(P"), it defines an r-dimensional linear system 
\W\ of linear line complexes. Let 

£w = n uew € u C G(2,E) 

be the base scheme of \W\. It is a subvariety of G(2, E 1 ) of dimension 2n — 
3 — r. Its canonical class is given by the formula 

uc w =0 £w (r-n). (10.19) 

In particular, it is a Fano variety if r < n, a Calabi-Yau variety if r = n and a 
variety of general type if r > n. 

We also define the center variety S\y 

Sw = [J So,. 

It is also called the singular variety of W. 

For any x = [v] £ Sw, there exists uj e W such that i/) = for all 
v' € E, or, equivalently, the line t = xy is contained in £ w for all y. This 
implies that the codimension of f2(x) n Civ m H(a;) is < r, less than expected 
number r + 1. Conversely, since fl(x) is irreducible, if the codimension of the 
intersection < r, then fl(x) must be contained in some <£ w , and hence x G S w . 
Thus we have proved the following. 

Proposition 10.2.17 

Svk = {a; e \E\ : dim f2(x) fl <Lyv > n — r - 1} 

= {x e \E\ : Ct(x) C € u for some u> e VK}. 

For any linear subspace A in |E| we can define the potor subspace with 
respect to | W| by 

i w (A) = p| i w (A). 
Luew 

Since x e i w (x) for any linear line complex we obtain that, for any 

x e |E|, 

x e «w/(x). 

It is easy to see that 

dimz w (x) = n - r + dim|{w e : x e S w }|. (10.20) 
Now we are ready to give examples. 
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Example 10.2.18 A pencil \W\ of linear line complexes in P 3 = \E\ is de- 
fined by a line in the Pliicker space P 5 = | f\ E v | which intersects the Klein 
quadric G(2,E W ) at two points or one point with multiplicity 2. The inter- 
section points correspond to special linear line complexes intersecting a given 
line. Thus, the base locus of a general pencil of linear line complexes consists 
of lines intersecting two skew lines. It is a nonsingular congruence of lines 
in Gi(P 3 ) of order and degree equal to 1. It is isomorphic to a nonsingular 
quadric in P 3 . It may degenerate to the union of an a-plane and a /3-plane if 
the two lines are coplanar or to a singular quadric if the two lines coincide. 

Example 10.2.19 Assume r = 1, n = 2k and \ W\ does not intersect the 
set of linear line complexes with corank > 1 (the variety of such linear line 
complexes is of codimension 3 in | /\ E v \). Then we have a map \W\ = 
pi _^ p2k w \ l [ c \ l assigns to [u>] £ \W\ the center S w of The map is given 
by the pfaffians of the principal minors of a skew-symmetric matrix of size 
(n + 1) x (n + 1), so the center variety Sw of \W\ is a rational curve Rk of 
degree k in P 2fe . By Proposition 10.2.17 any secant line of Rk is contained in 
€w- For example, taking n = 4, we obtain that the center variety is a conic in 
a plane contained in £w- 

Now assume that r = 2. We obtain that Sw is a projection of the Veronese 
surface V 2 and the variety of trisecant lines of the surface is contained in <Lw- 
We have seen it already in the case k = 2 (see Subsection 2.1.3). 

Example 10.2.20 Let r = 3 and n = 4 so we have a web \ W | of linear line 
complexes in P 9 — \ f\ E v \. We assume that \W\ is general enough so that 
it intersects the Grassmann variety G* = G(2,E W ) in finitely many points. 
We know that the degree of G(2, 5) is equal to 5, thus intersects G* at 
5 points. Consider the rational map \W\ = P 3 --■ » Sw C P 4 which assigns 
to [oj] £ \W\ the center of As in the previous examples, the map is given 
by pfaffians of skew-symmetric matrices of size 4x4. They all vanish at the 
set of five points pi, . . . ,p$. The preimage of a general line in P 4 is equal to 
the residual set of intersections of three quadrics, and hence consists of three 
points. Thus the map is birational map onto a cubic hypersurface. Any line 
joining two of the five points is blown down to a singular point of the cubic 
hypersurface. Thus the cubic is isomorphic to the Segre cubic primal. Observe 
now that <tw is a del Pezzo surface of degree 5 and the singular variety of \W\ 
is equal to the projection of the incidence variety {(x,£) £ P 4 x <Lw ■ x £ £} 
to P 4 . It coincides with the center variety Sw- 

One can see the center variety Sw of \ W\ as the degeneracy locus of a map 
of rank 3 vector bundles over \E\. First, we identify H°(\E\, Sll E ,(2)) with 
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A E v . To do this, we use the dual Euler sequence twisted by 0\e\ (2) 

- Qf m (2) -» E y ® - 0, B |(2) - 0. (10.21) 

Passing to the global sections, we obtain an isomorphism 

2 

fl (|£|,nf B |(2)) S Ker(£ v ® £ v — S 2 £ v ) = f\E v . 

The composition of the inclusion map W — > A 2 E y ar, d tne evaluation map 
A E v — ► fiL (2) defines a morphism of vector bundles 

a :W®0\ E \ -> nf B |(2). 

The degeneracy locus of this morphism consists of points x £ |J5| such that the 
composition of E®0\ E \{—1) — ► Tj^^— 2) and the dual map cr v : 77L(— 2) — * 
VF V <g> 0|£| is not of full rank at x. For any x = [v] £ \E\, the map of fibres 
<p(x) sends a vector t>' to the linear function on W defined by oj cj(v, v'). 
This linear function is equal to zero if and only if the line [v] [v'] intersects £w- 
Applying Proposition 10.2.17, we obtain that the degeneracy locus of point 
x = [v] for which the rank of </>(x) is smaller than r + 1 must be equal to Sw- 
If we choose coordinates and take a basis of W defined by r + 1 skew- 
symmetric bilinear forms u>f. — fity A dtj, then the matrix is 

'. '. ! ' 

V" n {r+1) t V" i 

where ay = -a^. 

The expected dimension of the degeneracy locus is equal ton - r. Assume 
that this is the case. It follows from Example 14.3.2 in [230] that 

n—r , _ .\ 

degS w = deg C „_ r (fi^ | (2)) = ^(-l) l ( n J. (10.22) 

Example 10.2.21 Assume n + 1 = 2k. If u £ W is nondegenerate, then 
Suj = 0. Otherwise, dirnS^ > 1. Thus the varieties Sw is ruled by linear 
subspaces. For a general W of dimension 1 < r < n, the dimensions of these 
subspaces is equal to 1 and each point in Sw is contained in a unique line S w . 
In other words, is a scroll with 1-dimensional generators parameterized by 
the subvariety B of \W\ of degenerate u's. Thus B is equal to the intersection 
of \W\ with a pfaffian hypersurface of degree k in lA 2 /^. The scrolls Sw are 
called Palatini scrolls. If n — 3, the only Palatini scroll is a quadric in P 3 and 
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B is a conic. In P 5 we get a 3 -dimensional Palatini scroll of degree 7 defined 
by a web \W\ of linear line complexes. The family of generators B is a cubic 
surface in \W\. We refer to [416] for the study of this scroll. There is also a 
Palatini ruled surface of degree 6 defined by a net of linear line complexes. 
Its generators are parameterized by a plane cubic curve. If we take W with 
dim W = 5, we get a quartic hypersurface in P 5 . 

10.3 Quadratic line complexes 

10.3.1 Generalities 

Recall that a quadratic line complex €. is the intersection of the Grassmannian 
G = G(2, E) C | f\ E\ with aquadric hypersurface Q. Since u& = 0$,(—n— 
1), by the adjunction formula 

lo € = € {l - n). 

If £ is nonsingular, i.e. the intersection is transversal, we obtain that £ is a Fano 
variety of index n — 1. 

Consider the incidence variety together with its natural projections p^ : 
Z<r — > P™ and q<r : — > K. For each point x S P" the fiber of pg; is 
isomorphic to the intersection of the Schubert variety Q,(x) with Q. We know 
that il(x) is isomorphic to P' i_1 embedded in | /\ E\ as a linear subspace. 
Thus the fiber is isomorphic to a quadric in P" _1 . This shows that £ admits a 
structure of a quadric bundle, i.e. a fibration with fibres isomorphic to a quadric 
hypersurface. The important invariant of a quadric bundle is its discriminant 
locus. This is the set of points of the base of the fibration over which the fiber 
is a singular quadric or the whole space. In our case we have the following 
classical definition. 

Definition 10.3.1 The singular variety A of a quadratic line complex is the 
set of points igP™ such that Q,(x) C\Q is a singular quadric in Q,(x) — P" _1 
or U(x) C Q. 

We will need the following fact from linear algebra that is rarely found in 
modern text-books on the subject. 

Lemma 10.3.2 Let A = B — (bij) be two matrices of sizes k x m and 
m x k with k < m. Let \Aj\, \Bj\, I = (ii, . . . , i^), 1 < i\ < . . . < < m, 
be maximal minors of A and B. For any m x m-matrix G = (gij) 

\A-G-B\ = Y J 9u\M\Bj\, 
i, j 
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where gu = g ilh ■ ■ ■ g lkjk - 

Proof Consider the product of the following block-matrices 

( m k Im) [—B I m ) B I„i) 

where a f, is the zero matrix of size a x b and I a is the identity matrix of size 
a x a. The determinant of the first matrix is equal to \A ■ B\, the determinant 
of the second matrix is equal to 1 . Applying the Laplace formula, we find that 
the determinant of the product is equal to \Aj\\Bj\. Now we apply (10.23), 
replacing A with A ■ G,. Write a j-th column of A ■ G as the sum YlTLi 9ijAi, 
where Ai are the columns of A. Then 

• (x)ji,...,j h \ = ^ 9iiji9i 2 j2 ' " " 9i k ik\Aii,...,i k \- 

l<ii < . ..<ife<m 

This proves the assertion. □ 

Suppose we have a bilinear form i:£x£^Iona vector space E over 
a field K. Let G — (b(ei, e^)) be the matrix of the bilinear form with respect 
to a basis ei, . . . , e m . Let L be a subspace of E with basis f%, . .. , ff.. Then 
the matrix Gl = (b(fi, fj)) is equal to the product t A-G-A, where the fj = 

a ij£i - It follows from the previous Lemma that \Gl \ — J2i j 9u\Ai\ \Aj\. 
If we extend 6 to f\ k E by the formula 

6(ui, . . . , Vk;w\, . . . , w k ) = det(b(vi, w 3 )) , 

then the previous formula gives an explicit expression for b(fi A . . . A fk, ft A 
. . . A fk). If E = E™ and we take b to be the Euclidean inner-product, we get 
the well-known formula for the area of the parallelogram spanned by vectors 
fi , . . . , fk in terms of the sum of squares of maximal minors of the matrix 
with columns equal to fj. If m = 3 this is the formula for the length of the 
cross-product of two vectors. 

Proposition 10.3.3 A is a hypersurface of degree 2{n — 1). 
Proof Consider the map 

2 

i: \E\ \f\E\, ih(1(j;), (10.24) 

If x — [vq], the linear subspace of /\ 2 E corresponding to il(x) is the image of 
E in /\ E under the map v i— > v /\vq. This is an n-dimensional subspace A(x) 
of /\ E. Hence it defines a point in the Grassmann variety G(n, f\ E).lfwe 
write v = J27=o a i e i' wnere we assume that a n ^ 0, then A(x) is spanned by 
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the vectors Avq = Oje< Ae 3 -, i = 0, . . . , n. Thus the rows of the matrix 

of Pliicker coordinates of the basis are linear functions in coordinates of vq. Its 
maximal minors are polynomials of order n + 1. Observe now that each (m)-th 
column contains a n in the i-th row and has zero elsewhere. This easily implies 
that all maximal minors are divisible by a n . Thus the Pliicker coordinates of 
A(x) are polynomials of degree n— 1 in coordinates of vq. We see now that the 
map i is given by a linear system of divisors of degree n — 1. Fix a quadric Q in 
\ f\ E\ that does not vanish on G. For any n — 1 -dimensional linear subspace L 
of | f\" E\, the intersection of Q with L is either a quadric or the whole L. Let 
us consider the locus D of L's such that this intersection is a singular quadric. 
We claim that this is a hypersurface of degree 2. 

Let b : E x E be a nondegenerate symmetric bilinear form on a vector 
space E of dimension n + 1. The restriction of 6 to a linear subspace L C 
S with a basis (/i, . . . , /&) is a degenerate bilinear form if and only if the 
determinant of the matrix (b(fi, fj)) is equal to zero. If we write fi — a ij e j 
in terms of a basis in E, we see that this condition is polynomial of degree 2k 
in coefficients . By the previous Lemma, this polynomial can be written as 
a quadratic polynomial in maximal minors of the matrix (ay). Applying this 
to our situation we interpret the maximal minors as the Pliicker coordinates of 
L and obtain that D is a quadric hypersurface. 

It remains for us to use the fact that A = i~ 1 (D), where i is given by 
polynomials of degree n. □ 

Let 

A fc = {x e A : corank Q n Q(x) > k}. 

These are closed sub varieties of Afc. 
Let 

A = {(a;, f)eZ £ : rank d P€ (x, £ ) < n}. (10.25) 

In other words, A is the locus of points in where the projection : — > 
P ra is not smooth. This set admits a structure of a closed subscheme of 
defined locally by vanishing of the maximal minors of the Jacobian matrix of 
the map p^. Globally, we have the standard exact sequence of the sheaves of 
differentials 

o -» p* € nln n Zc -> n\ €/vn -> o, (10.26) 

and the support of A is equal to the set of points where f^c/p™ * s not l° cai ly 
free. Locally the map 8 is given by a matrix of size n x (2n — 2). Thus A is 
given locally by n x n minors of this matrix and is of dimension n. 

Tensoring (7.31) with the residue field n(p) at a point p = (x,£) e Zg, 
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we see that A is equal to the degeneracy locus of points where the map S p : 
(Pgpipn)p — > (^z e )j> is not injective. Using the Thom-Porteous formula (see 
[230], 14.4), we can express the class of A in H*(Z € , 1). 

Definition 10.3.4 Let € be a line complex of degree d in Gi(P n ). A line £ 
in £ is called singular if £ is a singular point of the intersection f2(x) PI £/or 
some x £ P n or any point on f2(x) j/0(o;) C £. The locus S(<t) of singular 
lines is called the singular variety o/£. 

Proposition 10.3.5 Assume n + 1 = 2k and £ is nonsingular. Then the 
singular variety S(C) of€. is equal to the intersection of€, with a hypersurface 
of degree k(d — 1). 

Proof Let I be a singular line of £ = G n X, where X is a hypersurface of 
degreed. We have Q(x) C T*(£) = T £ (G)nT^(X). Thus fi(x) C T £ (X)nG. 
By Proposition 10.2.4, the linear line complex T^(X) n G consists of lines 
intersecting a line and its polar (n — 2)-plane unless it is singular. Since f2(x) 
is not contained in the Schubert variety of lines intersecting a codimension 2 
linear subspace, we obtain that Tg(X) D G is singular. This shows that the 
singular variety S(<t) of £ consists of lines in £ such that Tg(X) coincides 
with a tangent hyperplane of G. In other words, 

5(C) = 7~ 1 (G V ), (10.27) 

where 7 : £ — > (P") v is the restriction of the Gauss map X — > (P") v to £. 
Since £ is nonsingular, X is nonsingular at any point of X n G, and hence 7 is 
well-defined. It remains for us to use that 7 is given by polynomials of degree 
d — 1, the partials of X. □ 

Let n = 3 and let £ be a line complex defined by a hypersurface X — V(Q) 
of degree d in the Pliicker space. The equation of the singular surface S(£) 
in Pliicker coordinates is easy to find. Let <&ij = where [I] = £. The 

tangent hyperplane to X at the point £ is given by the equation 

l<i<j<4 

Since the dual quadric G* is given by the same equation as G, we obtain the 
equation of S(<t) in G: 



$ 12 $34 - ^13*24 + ^14*23 = 0. 
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10.3.2 Intersection of two quadrics 

Let Qi, Q2 be two quadrics in P™ and X = Qi n Q2- We assume that X is 
nonsingular. It follows from the proof of Theorem 8.6.2 that this is equivalent 
to the condition that the pencil V of quadrics spanned by Q%, Q2 has exactly 
n + 1 singular quadrics of corank 1 . This set can be identified with a set of 
n + 1 points pi, . . . , p n +i in P 1 = V. 

If n = 2g + 1, we get the associated nonsingular hyperelliptic curve C of 
genus g, the double cover of P 1 branched at pi, . . . , P2 g +2- 

The variety X is of degree 4 in P™, n > 3, of dimension n — 2. Its canonical 
class is equal to — [n — 3)h, where h is the class of a hyperplane section. When 
rt = 4 it is a quartic del Pezzo surface. 

Theorem 10.3.6 (A. Weil) Assume n = 2g + 1. Let F(X) be the variety of 
g — l-dimensional linear subspaces contained in X. Then F(X) is isomorphic 
to the Jacobian variety of the curve C and also to the intermediate Jacobian 
ofX. 

Proof We will restrict ourselves only to the case g = 2, leaving the general 
case to the reader. For each £ E F(X) consider the projection map pi : X' = 
X \ i — > P 3 . For any point x E X not on £, the fiber over pi(x) is equal 
to the intersection of the plane £ x — (£,x) with X' . The intersection of this 
plane with a quadric Q from the pencil V is a conic containing I and another 
line £' . If we take two nonsingular generators of V, we find that the fiber is 
the intersection of two lines or the whole £' E F(X) intersecting £. In the 
latter case, all points on £' \ £ belong to the same fibre. Since all quadrics from 
the pencil intersect the plane (£, £') along the same conic £ U £', there exists a 
unique quadric Qe> from the pencil which contains (£, £'). The plane belongs 
to one of the two rulings of planes on (or a unique family if the quadric is 
singular). Note that each quadric from the pencil contains at most one plane in 
each ruling which contains £ (two members of the same ruling intersect along 
a subspace of even codimension). Thus we can identify the following sets: 

• pairs (Q,r), where Q E V, r is a ruling of planes in Q, 

• b = {£' ef{x) -.en I' ^0}. 

If we identify P 1 with the set of planes of P 3 containing £, then the latter set is 
a subset of P 3 . Let D be the union of £"& from B. The projection map pi maps 
D to B with fibres isomorphic to (£, £') \ {£}. 

Extending pg to a morphism / : X — > P 3 , where X is the blow-up of X with 
center at £, we obtain that / is an isomorphism outside B and that the fibres 
over points in B are isomorphic to P 1 . Observe that X is contained in the 
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blow-up P 5 of P 5 along £. The projection / is the restriction of the projection 
p5 _^ p3 ^yjjjcjj j s a projective bundle of relative dimension 2. It is known how 
the intermediate Jacobian behaves under blowing up of a smooth subvariety. 
From this it follows that Jac(X) = Jac(B). 

The crucial observation now is that B is isomorphic to our hyperelliptic 
curve C. In fact, consider the incidence variety 

X = {(Q,i) e V x G(2,6) :£cQ}. 

Its projection to V has fiber over Q isomorphic to the rulings of planes in Q. It 
consists of two connected components outside of the set of singular quadrics 
and one connected component over the set of singular quadrics. Taking the 
Stein factorization, we get a double cover of V — P 1 branched along six points. 
It is isomorphic to C. 

Now the projection map p t maps each line £' intersecting £ to a point in P 3 . 
We will identify the set of these points with the curve B. A general plane in 
P 3 intersects B at d = dcg B points. The preimage of the plane under the 
projection pi : X --■ > P 3 is isomorphic to the complete intersection of two 
quadrics in P 4 . It is a del Pezzo surface of degree 4, hence it is obtained by 
blowing up five points in P 2 . Thus d = 5. An easy argument using Riemann- 
Roch shows that B lies on a unique quadric Q C P 3 . Its preimage under the 
projection X — > P 3 is the exceptional divisor E of the blow-up X — ► X. It 
follows from Subsection 7.1.5 that the normal bundle of £ in X is trivial, so 
E = P 1 x P 1 and hence Q is a nonsingular quadric. Thus (X, £) defines a 
biregular model B C P 3 of C such that B is of degree 5 and lies on a unique 
nonsingular quadric Q. One can show that the latter condition is equivalent to 
the fact that the invertible sheaf 0b(1) <£> Wg 2 is not effective. It is easy to see 
that B is of bidegree (2, 3). 

Let us construct an isomorphism between Jac(C) and F(X). Recall that 
Jac(C) is birationally isomorphic to the symmetric square of the curve 
C. The canonical map — > Pic 2 (C) defined by x + y [x + y] is an 
isomorphism over the complement of one point represented by the canonical 
class of C. Its fiber over Kq is the linear system \Kc\- Also note that Pic 2 (C) 
is canonically identified with Jac(X) by sending a divisor class £ of degree 2 
to the class £ — Kq- 

Each line £' skew to £ is projected to a secant line of B. In fact, (£, £')P\X is a 
quartic curve in the plane (£, £') = P 3 that contains two skew line components. 
The residual part is the union of two skew lines m, m! intersecting both £ and 
£'. Thus £' is projected to the secant line joining two points on C which are the 
projections of the lines m, m'. If m — to', then £' is projected to a tangent line 
of B. Thus the open subset of lines in X skew to £ is mapped bijectively to an 
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open subset of C' 2 - 1 represented by "honest" secants of C, i.e. secants which 
are not 3-secants. Each line £' S F(X) \ {£} intersecting £ is projected to a 
point b of B. The line / of the ruling of Q intersecting B with multiplicity 3 
and passing through a point b 6 B defines a positive divisor D of degree 2 
such that / n B = b + D. The divisor class [D] S Pic 2 (C) is assigned to f . 
So we see that each trisecant line of B (they are necessarily lie on Q) defines 
three lines passing through the same point of I. By taking a section of X by 
a hyperplane tangent to X at a point x € X, we see that a; is contained in 
four lines (taken with some multiplicity). Finally, the line £ itself corresponds 
to Kq- This establishes an isomorphism between Pic 2 (C) and F(X). 

□ 

Note that we have proved that X is a rational variety by constructing an 
explicit rational map from X to P 3 . This map becomes a regular map after we 
blow up a line £ on X. The image of the exceptional divisor is a quadric. This 
map blows down the union of lines on X that intersect £ to a genus 2 curve C 
of degree 5 lying on the quadric. The inverse map P 3 — ■* X C P 5 is given 
by the linear system of cubic hypersurfaces through the curve C. It becomes a 
regular map after we blow-up C. Since any trisecant line of C defined by one 
of the rulings of the quadric blows down to a point, the image of the proper 
transform of the quadric is the line £ on X. The exceptional divisor is mapped 
to the union of lines on X intersecting £. 

10.3.3 Kummer surfaces 

We consider the case n = 3. The quadratic line complex £. is the intersection 
of two quadrics GnQ. We shall assume that £ is nonsingular. Let C be the 
associated hyperelliptic curve of genus 2. 

First let us look at the singular surface A of £. By Proposition 10.3.3, it is 
a quartic surface. For any point x £ A, the conic C x = € n f2(x) is the union 
of two lines. A line in G is always equal to a 1 -dimensional Schubert variety. 
In fact, G is a nonsingular quadric of dimension 4, and hence contains two 3- 
dimensional families of planes. These are the families realized by the Schubert 
planes fl(x) and 0(11). Hence a line must be a pencil in one of these planes, 
which shows that C x — il(x, Hi) U f2(x, II2) for some planes Hi, II2 in P 3 . 
Any line in £ is equal to some il(x, A) and hence is equal to an irreducible 
component of the conic C x . Thus we see that any line in £ is realized as an 
irreducible component of a conic C x ,x E £. It follows from Theorem 10.3.6 
that the variety of lines F(€) in €. is isomorphic to the Jacobian variety of C. 

Proposition 10.3.7 The variety F{€) of lines in € is a double cover of the 
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quartic surface A. The cover ramifies over the set A\ of points such that the 
conic C x — p^(x) is a double line. 

Let x £ A and C x — Q(x, III) U tl(x, II2). A singular point of C x is called 
a singular line of C If x ^ Ai, then C x has only one singular point equal to 
fl(x, III) H Cl(x, II2). Otherwise, it has the whole line of them. 

Let S = S(<£) be the singular surface of €. By Proposition 10.3.5, S is a 
complete intersection of three quadrics. 

By the adjunction formula, we obtain uis — Os- The assertion that S is 
nonsingular follows from its explicit equations (10.28) given below. Thus S is 
a K3 surface of degree 8. 

Theorem 10.3.8 The set of pairs (x, £), where £ is a singular line containing 
x is isomorphic to the variety A C Z&, the locus of points where the morphism 
PC '■ Z<£ ~~ * P 3 is not smooth. It is a nonsingular surface with trivial canonical 
class. The projection p^_ : A — > A is a resolution of singularities. The projec- 
tion q<i : A — > S is an isomorphism. The surface S is equal to CD Q, where 
Q is a quadric in P 5 . 

Proof The first assertion is obvious since the fibres of pc : — > P 3 are 
isomorphic to the conies C x . To see that q^ is one-to-one we have to check 
that a singular line I cannot be a singular point of two different fibres C x and 
C y . The planes Sl(x) and H(y) intersect at one point I = xy and hence span 
P 4 . If Q is tangent to both planes at the same point I, then the two planes 
are contained in Tg(Q) D Tg(G), hence €. — Q D G is singular at I. This 
contradicts our assumption on £. Thus the projection A — > S is one-to-one. 
Since the fibres of q^ : — > € are projective lines, this easily implies that the 
restriction of q& to A is an isomorphism onto S. 

□ 

Theorem 10.3.9 The set A± consists of 16 points, and each point is an ordi- 
nary double point of the singular surface A. 

Proof Let A = F(<t) be the variety of lines in £. We know that it is a double 
cover of A ramified over the set Ai. Since A is isomorphic to S outside Ai, 
we see that A admits an involution with a finite set F of isolated fixed points 
such that the quotient is birationally isomorphic to a K3 surface. The open set 
A \ F is an unramified double cover of the complement of s = #F projective 
lines in the K3 surface S. For any variety Z we denote by e c (Z) the topological 
Euler characteristic with compact support. By the additivity property of e c , we 
get e c (A -S) = e(A) -s = 2(e s (S) - 2s) = 48 - 4s. Thus e(A) = 48 - 3s. 
Since A = Jac(C), we have e(A) = 0. This gives s = 16. Thus A has 16 
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singular points. Each point is resolved by a (— 2)-curve on S. This implies that 
each singular point is a rational double point of type A\ , i.e. an ordinary double 
point. □ 

Definition 10.3.10 For any abelian variety A of dimension g the quotient of 
A by the involution a i— > —a is denoted by Kum(j4) and is called the Kummer 
variety of A. 

Note that Kum(A) has 2 2g singular point locally isomorphic to the cone 
over the Veronese variety V^ _1 . In the case g — 2 we have 16 ordinary double 
points. It is easy to see that any involution with this property must coincide 
with the negation involution (look at its action in the tangent space, and use 
that A is a complex torus). This gives the following. 

Corollary 10.3.11 The singular surface oft is isomorphic to the Kummer 
surface of the Jacobian variety of the hyperelliptic curve C of genus 2. 

The Kummer variety of a Jacobian variety of a nonsingular curve is called a 
jacobian Kummer variety. 

Proposition 10.3.12 The surface S contains two sets of 16 disjoint lines. 

Proof The first set is formed by the lines qe(p^ 1 (zi)), where z\ , . . . , z\q are 
the singular points of the singular surface. The other set comes from the dual 
picture. We can consider the dual incidence variety 

Z e = {(U,l) e (P 3 ) v x£:fcn}. 

The fibres of the projection to (P 3 ) v are conies. Again we define the singular 
surface A as the locus of planes such that the fiber is the union of lines. A line 
in the fiber is a pencil of lines in the plane. These pencils form the set of lines 
in <£. The lines are common to two pencils if lines are singular lines of £. Thus 
we see that the surface 5* can be defined in two ways by using the incidence 
Z<r or Z<r. As before, we prove that A is the quotient of the abelian surface A 
and is isomorphic to the Kummer surface of C. The lines in S corresponding 
to singular points of A is the second set of 16 lines. □ 

Choosing six mutually apolar linear line complexes we write the equation of 
the Klein quadric as a sum of squares. The condition of nondegeneracy allows 
one to reduce the quadric Q to the diagonal form in these coordinates. Thus 
the equation of the quadratic line complex can be written in the form 



5 5 
i=0 i=0 



(10.28) 
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Since £ is nonsingular, a, 7^ dj, i ^ j. The parameters in the pencil corre- 
sponding to six singular quadrics are (to, ti) = (— cto, 1), i — 0, . . . , 5. Thus 
the hyperelliptic curve C has the equation 

t\ = (t\ + a t ) ■■■(t 1 + a 5 t ), 

which has to be considered as an equation of degree 6 in the weighted plane 

P(l,l,3). 

To find the equation of the singular surface S of £, we apply (10.27). The 
dual of the quadric V(^2 o-itf) is the quadric V(^2 a 7 lu i)- Its preimage under 
the Gauss map defined by the quadric V(^2tf) is the quadric V(^2a~ l xf). 
After scaling ti aiti, we obtain that the surface S, a nonsingular model, of 
the Kummer surface, is given by the equations 

55 5 
^ = ^a^=^a?i? = 0. (10.29) 

We know that the surface given by the above equations contains 32 lines. 
Consider six lines li in P 2 given by the equations 

X + diX-L + a 2 t X 2 = 0, i = 0, . . . , 5. (10.30) 

Since the points (1, cij, af) lie on the conic X X 2 — X\ = 0, the lines £ t are 
tangent to the conic. 

Lemma 10.3.13 Let X C P 2fc_1 be a variety given by complete intersection 
of k quadrics 

2k-l 

q% = aijtj = 0, i = 1, . . . , k. 

Consider the group G of projective transformations o/P 2fc_1 that consists of 
transformations 

[^Oi • • • i ^2/c-l] [fiO^O: ■ ■ ■ 7 e 2fe-lt2fe-lJ) 

where ej = ±1 and eo ■ ■ ■ £2/0-1 = 1- Then X/G is isomorphic to the double 
cover q/'P' 1-1 branched along the union of 2k hyperplanes with equations 
explicitly given below in (10.31). 

Proof Let R — C[£o> • • • > i2fc-i]/((Zi , ■ ■ ■ , Qk) be the ring of projective coor- 
dinates of X. Then the subring of invariants R G is generated by the cosets of 
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to,..., *2fe_i and t ■ ■ ■ i 2 fc-i- Since (to--- *2fc-i) = t\ ■ ■ ■ t\ k _ x , we obtain 



that 



R G ^C[to,...,t 2k -i,t]/I, 



where I is generated by 

2fc-l 

a yij) i = 1, . . . , fc, i 2 — to ' ' ' *2fc-i- 

Let A = (a^) be the matrix of the coefficients a,ij. Its rank is equal to k. 
Choose new coordinates t! i in C 2fe such that t' i+k _ 1 = Y^t^) 1 a ijtj > i = 
l,...,k. Write 

fc-i 

*< = £M mod (** *2fc-i), » = 0,...,2fc-l. 



Then 



2fc-l fe-l 



X/G - Proj i? G = Proj(C[i , . . . , t'^t]) / (t 2 - JJ E 

Thus X/G is isomorphic to the double cover of P fe_1 branched along the hy- 
perplanes 

fe-i 



.7=0 



0, j = 0,...,2fc-l. 



(10.31) 

□ 



Corollary 10.3.14 Suppose the set of 2k points 

[ooo, • • • , afeo], • • • i [fflo 2fe-l, ■■ ■ ,dk 2fe-l] 

in P fe_1 i'j projectively equivalent to an ordered set of points on a Veronese 
curve of degree k — 1. 77zen X/G is isomorphic to the double cover ofY k ^ 1 
branched along the hyperplanes 

aojZa H 1- a-k-ijZk-i = 0, i = 0, . . . , 2k - 1. 

Proq/ - Choose coordinates such that the matrix A = (a,ij) has the form 

• 1 \ 

• • a> 2k 



( 1 1 



v«r at 1 ... c4-y 
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Let 



and 



l<i<j<k 

f(x) = (x - ai) • • • (x - a k ) = a + a x x H h a k x k , 

m 

Dj{x-aj) 



a j + a xj x H h a k -ijX k 1 , j = 1, . . . , k 



We have 



B 



( 1 

ai 



1 

«2 



fc-1 k-1 



1 \ 

fc-1 



a 02 Ol2 



a fc-12 



\O0fc Olfc • • • Ctfc-lfc/ 



Multiplying ^4 by i3 on the left we obtain 



B ■ A 



/l ... AK+i) 
1 ... / 2 (« fe +i) 



\0 



1 /fc(afc+i) 



//i(ai) ... /i(afe) /i(a fe+ i) 

/2(«l) ••• /2(afe) /2(afc+l) 



/fc(afc) /fc(a fcH 



/l(Q!2fc)\ 
/2(Q!2fc) 

fk{a2k)J 



f\{0l2k)\ 

h{a2k) 

fk{0t2k)/ 



The polynomials fi(x), . . . , fk{x) form a basis in the space of polynomials of 
degree < — 1. Thus we see that the columns of the matrix B ■ A can be taken 
as the projective coordinates of the images of points [1, ai], . . . , [1, «2fc] € P 1 
under a Veronese map. Under the projective transformation defined by the ma- 
trix B, the ordered set of columns of matrix A is projectively equivalent to 
the set of points defined by the column of the matrix B ■ A. Write the ma- 
trix B ■ A in the block-form [I k C]. Then the null-space of this matrix is the 
columns space of the matrix [— C I k ]- It defines the same set of points up to a 
permutation. □ 

The following Lemma is due to A. Verra. 

Lemma 10.3.15 Let X be the base locus of a linear system Af of quadrics of 
dimension k — 1 in P 2fc_1 . Suppose that 
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• TV contains a nonsingular quadric; 

• X contains a linear subspace A of dimension k — 2; 

• X is not covered by lines intersecting A. 

Then X is birationally isomorphic to the double cover ofAf branched over the 
discriminant hypersurface of Af. 

Proof Let A be a linear subspace of dimension k — 2 contained in X. Take 
a general point x € X and consider the span II = (A, a;). By our assumption 
x is not contained in any line. The restriction of the linear system TV to II is a 
linear system of quadrics in II = P fe_1 containing A and x in its base locus. 
The residual components of these quadrics are hyperplanes in II containing x. 
The base locus of this linear system of hyperplanes consists only of x, because 
otherwise x will be contained in a line on X intersecting A. Our assumption 
excludes this. Thus the dimension of the restriction of TV to II is equal to k — 2. 
This implies that there exists a unique quadric in TV containing II. This defines 
a rational map X — ■ > TV A general member of TV is a nonsingular quadric in 
p2fc-i Tt contams two rulings of (k— l)-planes. Our (k— l)-plane II belongs to 
one of the rulings. The choice of a ruling to which II belongs defines a rational 
map to the double cover Y —* TV branched along the discriminant variety of 
Af parameterizing singular quadrics. The latter is constructed by considering 
the second projection of the incidence variety 

{(n, Q) g GfcflP 2 *- 1 ) x TV : II e TV} 

and applying the Stein factorization. Now we construct the inverse rational map 
Y — > X as follows. Take a nonsingular quadric Q e TV and choose a ruling 
of (k — l)-planes in Q. If Q = V(q), then II = \L\, where L is an isotropic k- 
dimensional linear subspace of the quadratic form q, hence it can be extended 
to a unique maximal isotropic subspace of q in any of the two families of such 
subspaces. Thus A is contained in a unique (k — l)-plane II from the chosen 
ruling. The restriction of TV to II is a linear system of quadrics of dimension 
k — 2 with A contained in the base locus. The free part of the linear system is 
a linear system of hyperplanes through a fixed point x. This point belongs to 
all quadrics in TV, hence belongs to X. So this point is taken to be the value of 
our map at the pair Q plus a ruling. □ 

Applying this Lemma to the case when the linear system of quadrics consists 
of diagonal quadrics, we obtain that the discriminant hypersurface in TV is the 
union of hyperplanes 

k 

J2aijti = 0, j = 0,...,2fc+l. 

i=0 
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This shows that in the case when the hyperplanes, considered as points in the 
dual space, lie on a Veronese curve, the base locus X of Af is birationally 
isomorphic to the quotient Xj G. 

This applies to our situation, and gives the following. 

Theorem 10.3.16 The surface S given by Equation (10.29) is birationally 
isomorphic to the double cover ofV 2 branched along the six lines £$ = V(zq + 
a,iZ\ + af z-i). It is also birationally isomorphic to the quotient S/G, where G 
consists of involutions [t (h . . . ,t 5 ] t— > [e io, • ■ • , £5^5] with 6q • • • £5 = 1. 

Remark 10.3.17 Consider the double cover F of P 2 branched over six lines 
£1, . . . ,£ 6 tangent to an irreducible conic C. It is isomorphic to a hypersurface 
in P(l, 1, 1,3) given by the equation z 2 — fe(to>ti)t2)> where V(Jq) is the 
union of 6 lines. The restriction of / 6 to the conic C is the divisor 2D, where D 
is the set of points where the lines are tangent to C. Since C = P 1 we can find 
a cubic polynomial g(to, ti,^) which cuts out D in C. Then the preimage of 
C in F is defined by the equation z 2 —g 2 = and hence splits into the union of 
two curves C\ — V (z — 53) and C2 = V(z + g$) each isomorphic to C. These 
curves intersect at six points. The surface F has 15 ordinary double points over 
the points pij = li PI £j. Let F be a minimal resolution of F. It follows from 
the adjunction formula for a hypersurface in a weighted projective space that 
the canonical class of F is trivial. Thus F is a K3 surface. Since C does not 
pass through the points p^ we may identify G\ , C2 with their preimages in F. 
Since G\ = C2 = P 1 , we have G\ = —2. Consider the divisor class h on F 
equal to C\ + L, where L is the preimage of a line in P 2 . We have 

h 2 = C\ + 2C 1 -L + L 2 = Cl + (C 1 + C 2 )-L + L 2 = -2 + 4 + 2 = 4. 

We leave it to the reader to check that the linear system \H\ maps F to a quartic 
surface in P 3 . It blows down all 15 exceptional divisors of F — > F to double 
points and blows down G\ to the sixteenth double point. 

Conversely, let Y be a quartic surface in P 3 with 16 ordinary double points. 
Projecting the quartic from a double point q, we get a double cover of P 2 
branched along a curve of degree 6. It is the image of the intersection R of Y 
with the polar cubic P q (Y). Obviously, R the singular points of Y are projected 
to 15 singular points of the branch curve. A plane curve of degree 6 with 15 
singular points must be the union of six lines £1, . . . ,£ 6 . The projection of the 
tangent cone at q is a conic everywhere tangent to these lines. 

Theorem 10.3.18 A Kummer surface is projectively isomorphic to a quartic 
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surface in P 3 with equation 

A{x 4 + y 4 + z 4 + w 4 ) + 25(>V + z 2 w 2 ) (10.32) 
+2C(x 2 z 2 + y 2 w 2 ) + 2D(x 2 w 2 + z 2 y 2 ) + AExyzw = 0, 

where 

A(A 2 + E 2 -B 2 -C 2 - D 2 ) + 2BCD = 0. (10.33) 

The cubic hypersurface defined by the above equation is isomorphic to the 
Segre cubic primal. 

Proof Choosing apolar linear line complexes, we transform the Klein quadric 
to the form t\ + . . . + ig = 0. Consider the Heisenberg group with nonzero 
elements defined by involutions associated to a pair of apolar linear line com- 
plexes. The Heisenber group is induced by transformations of P 3 listed in Sub- 
section 10.2.1. In these coordinates the equation of the Kummer surface must 
be invariant with respect to these transformations. It is immediately checked 
that this implies that the equation must be as in (10.32). It remains for us to 
check the conditions on the coefficients. We know that a Kummer surface con- 
tains singular points. Taking the partials, we find 



Ax 3 - 


-x{By 2 ^ 


-Cz 2 ^ 


-Dw 2 )- 


I- Eyzw = 


0. 


Vh 


-y(Bx 2 -\ 


-Cw 2 - 


VDz 2 )- 


- Exzw — 


0, 


Az 3 -\ 


- z(Bw 2 - 


-Cx 2 - 


V Dy 2 ) - 


- Exyw — 


0. 


Aw 3 - 


f w(Bz 2 - 


VCy 2 


fDi 2 )- 


Exyz — 


0. 



Multiplying the first equation by y and the second equation by x, and adding 
up the two equations, we obtain 

(A + B)(x 2 + y 2 ) + (C + D)(z 2 + w 2 ) = a * +\ , (10.34) 

x y 

where a — —Exyzw. Similarly, we get 

(C + D)(x 2 + y 2 ) + {A + B)(z 2 + w 2 ) = a , % . (10.35) 

Dividing the first equation by x 2 + y 2 , the second equation by z 2 + w 2 , and 
adding up the results, we obtain 

2(A + B) + (C + D)(^4 + ^4) = a (^ + ^). (10.36) 

x z + y A x A + y z x A y z z z w z 
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Multiplying both sides of equations (10.34) and (10.35), and dividing both 
sides by (x 2 + y 2 )(z 2 + w 2 ), we obtain 



(A + Bf + (C + D) 2 + (A + B)(C + D){^±^ + = E 

ar + y z x z + y z 



2 



Now, we multiply Equation (10.35) by A + B, and, after subtracting Equation 
(10.36) from the result, we obtain 

(A + B) 2 - (C + D) 2 + E* = a(A + B)(-^ + J^). 

Similarly, we get 

{A~B) 2 -{C-D) 2 + E 2 = -a{A-B){ ' ' 



x 2 y 2 z 2 w 2 ' 
hence, 

(A + B) 2 - (C + D) 2 + E 2 A + B 
(A-B) 2 - (C-D) 2 + E 2 + A-B ~ ' 

From this we easily derive (10.33). 

Equation (10.33) defines a cubic hypersurface in P 4 isomorphic to the Segre 
cubic primal S3 given by Equation (9.47). After substitution 

A = z + 2&, (10.37) 

B = z + 2z 2 + 2z 4 + Z3, 
C = z + 2z\ + 2z4 + z 3 , 
D = —z — z\ — 2z 2 — z 3 , 
E=-2z + 2z 3 , 

we obtain the equation 

zl + z\ + z% + zl + z\ - (z + z x + z 2 + z 3 + z 4 ) 3 = 0. 

Since Kummer surfaces depend on three parameters, and the Segre cubic is 
irreducible, we obtain that a general point on the Segre cubic corresponds to a 
Kummer surface. □ 

Let V = H°(¥ 3 , T 3 (4)) Wa = C 5 with coordinates A, B, C, D, E. The lin- 
ear system \ V\ C |C P 3 (4) | defines a map $ : P 3 — > \V\ V = P 4 whose image 
is isomorphic to the orbit space X = F 3 /H2 from (10.18). The preimage of a 
hyperplane in P 4 is singular if and only if it does not intersect X transversally. 
This implies that the dual of the hypersurface X is equal to the Segre pri- 
mal cubic S3, and, by Proposition 9.4.18, it is isomorphic to the Castelnuovo- 
Richmond quartic. 
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A tangent hyperplane of CR4 at its nonsingular point is a quartic surface 
with 16 nodes, 15 come from the 15 singular lines of the hypersurface and one 
more point is the tangency point. It coincides with the surface corresponding 
to the point on the dual hypersurface. In this way we see a moduli-theoretical 
interpretation of the set of nonsingular points of CR4. They correspond to the 
Kummer surfaces of abelian surfaces equipped with some additional data. Re- 
call that that we have chosen Klein coordinates in the Pliicker space that al- 
lowed us to write the equation of a Kummer surface in H2 -invariant form. The 
double plane construction model of the Jacobian Kummer surface comes with 
the order on the set of six lines defining the branch curve. This is the same 
as the order on six Weierstrass points of the corresponding curve of genus 2. 
As we saw in Chapter 5, the order on the Weierstrass point is equivalent to a 
choice of a symplectic basis in the group of 2-torsion points of the Jacobian 
variety. In this way we see that a Zariski open subset of CR4 can be identified 
with the moduli space of Jacobian abelian surfaces with full level 2 structure 
defined by a choice of a symplectic basis in the group of 2-torsion points. It 
turns out that the whole hypersurface CR4 is isomorphic to a certain natural 
compactification .4.2(2) of the moduli space of abelian surface with full level 
2 structure. This was proven by J. Igusa in [313], who gave an equation of the 
quartic CR4 in different coordinates. The quartic hypersurface isomorphic to 
CR4 is often referred to in modern literature as an Igusa quartic (apparently, 
reference [175] is responsible for this unfortunate terminology). 

The 16 singular points of the Kummer surface Y given by (10.32) form 
an orbit of H.2- As we know this orbit defines a (16g) -configuration. A plane 
containing a set of six points cuts out on Y a plane quartic curve with 6 singular 
points, no three of them lying on a line. This could happen only if the plane is 
tangent to the surface along a conic. This conic, or the corresponding plane, is 
called a trope. Again this confirms the fact that in any general H2 -orbit a set 
of coplanar six points from the (16e) -configuration lies on a conic. 

On a nonsingular model of Y isomorphic to the octavic surface S in P 5 
the exceptional curves (the singular lines of the quadratic complex) of the 
16 singular points and the proper transforms of 16 tropes form the (16g)- 
configuration of lines. 

Consider the Gauss map from Y to its dual surface Y v given by cubic par- 
tials. Obviously, it should blow down each trope to a singular point of Y y . 
Thus Y v has at least 16 singular points. It follows from the Pliicker- Teissier 
formulas (1.2.7) that each ordinary double point decreases the degree of the 
dual surface by 2. Thus the degree of the dual surface Y v is expected to be 
equal to 36 — 32 = 4. In fact we have the following beautiful fact. 
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Theorem 10.3.19 A Kummer surface is projectively isomorphic to its dual 
surface. 

Proof In the proof of Theorem 10.3.18 we had computed the partial cubics 
of Equation (10.32). The linear system of the partial cubics is invariant with 
respect to the action of the Heisenberg group 7Y 2 and defines an isomorphism 
of projective representations. If we choose a basis appropriately, we will be 
able to identify 7i2-equivariantly the dual of the linear system with the origi- 
nal space P 3 . We know that the image of the surface is a quartic surface with 
16 singular points. Since the tropes of the original surfaces are mapped to sin- 
gular points of the dual surface, we see that the two surfaces share the same 
configurations of nodes and tropes. Thus they share 16 conies, and hence co- 
incide (since the degree of intersection of two different irreducible surfaces is 
equal to 16). □ 

Remark 10.3.20 One can see the duality also from the duality of the quadratic 
line complexes. If we identify the space E = C 4 with its dual space by means 
of the standard basis ei,e2,e3,e4 and its dual basis e*,e|,e|,e4, then the 
Pliicker coordinates ptj — e* in f\ E can be identified with the Pliicker 
coordinates p*j = e, A ej in /\ 2 E y . The Klein quadrics could be also identi- 
fied. Now the duality isomorphism G(2,E) — > G(2,E V ),£ h-> £-*-, becomes 
compatible with the Pliicker embeddings. The quadratic line complex given in 
Klein coordinates by two diagonal quadrics (10.28) is mapped under the dual- 
ity isomorphism to the quadratic line complex given by two diagonal quadrics 
S vl = Oj S a iVi = 0' tne dual quadrics. However, the intersection of these 
two pairs of quadrics is projectively isomorphic under the scaling transforma- 
tion yi i ► ^foiDi. This shows that, under the duality isomorphism, the singular 
surfaces of the quadratic line complex and its dual are projectively isomorphic. 
It follows from the definition of the duality that the tropes of the Kummer sur- 
face correspond to /3-planes that intersect the quadratic line complex along the 
union of two lines. 

The Kummer surface admits an infinite group of birational automorphisms. 
For a general one, the generators of this group have been determined in modern 
works of J. Keum [331] and S. Kond5 [344]. We give only examples of some 
automorphisms. 

• Projective automorphisms defined by the Heisenberg group. They corre- 
spond to translations by 2-torsion points on the abelian surface cover. 

• Involutions defined by projections from one of 16 nodes. 
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• Switches defined by choosing a duality automorphism and composing it 
with elements of the Heisenberg group. 

• Cubic transformations given in coordinates used in Equation (10.32) by 

(x, y, z, w) h- > (yzw, xzw, xyw, xyz) 

• Certain automorphisms induces by Cremona transformations of degree 7. 

10.3.4 Harmonic complex 

Consider a pair of irreducible quadrics Q\ and Q2 in P™. A harmonic line 
complex or a Battaglini complex is the closure in G\ (P™) of the locus of lines 
which intersect Qi and Q2 at two harmonically conjugate pairs. Let us see that 
this is a quadratic line complex and find its equation. 

Let A = (dij), B = (bij) be two symmetric matrices defining the quadrics. 
Let £ = xy, where x = [v],y — [w] for some v,w £ C 4 . Let £ = [sv + tw] 
be a parametric equation of £. Then the restriction of Qi to £ is a binary form 
in s, t defined by (vAv)s 2 + 2(vAw)st + (wAw)t 2 and the restriction of Q2 
to £ is defined by the bilinear form (vBw)s 2 + 2(vBw)st + (wBw)t 2 . By 
definition, the two roots of the binary forms are harmonically conjugate if and 
only if 

(vAv)(wBw) + (wAw)(vBv) - 2(vAw)(vBw) = 0. 

Let [vw] be the matrix with two columns equal to the coordinate vectors of v 
and w. We can rewrite the previous expression in the form 

det( \vw )[AvBw}) +det( t [v,w][BvAw}) = 0. (10.38) 

The expression is obviously a quadratic form on f\ 2 C n+1 and also a symmet- 
ric bilinear form on the space of symmetric matrices. Take the standard basis 
Eij + Eji,Eu, l<i<j<n + l, of the space of symmetric matrices and 
compute the coefficients of the symmetric bilinear forms in terms of coordi- 
nates of v and w. We obtain 

<Hr,ki = ^{xiXjy k yi + x k xiyiyj) - 2(x k yi + xiy k ){xjyi + x.^j) 

= 2{p ik pji + PuPjk), 
where p a t, = —pb a if a > b. Thus (10.38) is equal to 

^2(aijbki + dklhj){PikPjl +p'uPjk) = 0. (10.39) 
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This is an equation of a quadratic complex. If we assume that aij = bij = if 
i ^ j, then the equation simplifies 

Y. { - + a n b a)Pij = °- ' 1C40) 

Consider the pencil V of quadrics AQi + [iQ 2 . Let us assume, for simplicity, 
that the equations of the quadrics can be simultaneously diagonalized. Then a 
line I is tangent to a quadric from V if and only if 

^2(Xa u + nbu)(\ajj + ^bj^p^ 

= ^^2(X 2 a ii a j: j + X^ciiibjj + ajjbu) + irb.J',, i/'f, = 0. 

The restriction of the pencil to £ is a linear series g\ unless I has a base point 
in which case the line intersects the base locus of the pencil. The two quadrics 
which touch I correspond to the points [A, yu] e V which satisfy the equation 
in above. Denote by A, 25, C the coefficients at A 2 , A^i, The map 

Gi(P") ^P 2 , £ i > [A,B,C] 

is a rational map defined on the complement of codimension 3 subvariety of 
Gi(P") given by the equations A = B = C = 0. Its general fiber is the 
loci of lines which touch a fixed pair of quadrics in the pencil. It is given by 
intersection of two quadratic line complexes. In case n = 2, we recognize a 
well-known fact that two conies have four common tangents. The preimage of 
a line At Q + 2Bt x + Ct 2 = with AC - B 2 = is a line complex such that 
there is only one quadric in the pencil which touches the line. Hence it equals 
the Chow form of the base locus, a hypersurface of degree 4 in G(2, n). 

Let us consider the case n = 3. In this case a harmonic line complex is a 
special case of a quadratic line complex given by two quadrics 

Ql ■= P12P34 - P13P24 +P14P23 = 0, 

calQ 2 := a 12 p\ 2 H h a 34 p 2 4 = 0. 

We assume that Q 2 is a nonsingular quadric, i.e. all ^ 0. It is easy to see 
that the pencil AQi + [iQ 2 = has six singular quadrics corresponding to the 
parameters 

[l,±y/ai 2 a 34: \, [l,±y/ai 3 a 2 4, [L ±V a 14023]- 

Thus we diagonalize both quadrics to reduce the equation of the quadratic line 
complex to the form 

t 2 + • • • + t\ = 0, 



612 



Geometry of Lines 



fci(t§ - 1\) + k 2 {4 - tj) + k 3 (t 2 4 - 1\) = o. 

The genus 2 curve corresponding to the intersection of the two quadrics is a 
special one. Its branch points are [1, ±fei], [1, ife], [1, ±^3]- The involution of 
P 1 defined by [to, t{\ 1— ► [to, —ti] leaves the set of branch points invariant and 
lifts to an involution of the genus 2 curve. It follows from the description of 
binary forms invariant under a projective automorphism of finite order given 
in Section 8.8.4 that there is only one conjugacy class of involutions of order 2 
and each binary sextic whose set of zeros is invariant with respect an involution 
can be reduced to the form (t§ — tf) — at\)(4 — (it\). Thus we see that the 
harmonic line complexes form a hypersurface in the moduli space of smooth 
complete intersections of two quadrics in P 5 . It is isomorphic to the hypersur- 
face in M.2 formed by isomorphism classes of genus 2 curves admitting two 
commuting involutions. 

Proposition 10.3.21 The singular surface of a harmonic line complex is pro- 
jectively isomorphic to a quartic surface given by Equation (10.32) with coef- 
ficient E equal to 0. 

Proof We use that, in Klein coordinates, our quadratic line complex has ad- 
ditional symmetry defined by the transformation 

(*0)*i>*2>*3>*4>*5) (-iti,ito,-it 3 ,it 2 ,-it 5 ,it 4 ). 

Here we may assume that to = i(pu — P23), ti = Via + P23, etc. The trans- 
formation of P 3 that induces this transformation is defined by [x, y, z, w] 1— ► 
[— x, y, z, w]. Equation (10.32) shows that the Kummer surface is invariant 
with respect to this transformation if and only if the coefficient E is zero. □ 

Note that under the isomorphism from the cubic (10.33) to the Segre cubic 
primal given by formulas (10.37), the coefficient E is equal to — zq + 23. This 
agrees with a remark before Lemma 9.4. 1 1 . 

Consider the Kummer surface S given by Equation (10.32) with E = 0. 
Intersecting the surface with the plane i = 0we obtain the plane quartic with 
equation Q(x 2 ,y 2 , z 2 ) = where Q = A(s 2 + u 2 + v 2 ) + 2Bsu + 2Csv + 
2Duv. Its discriminant is equal to A(A 2 - B 2 -C 2 - D 2 )+2BC D. Comparing 
it with Equation (10.33), we find that the quadratic form is degenerate. Thus the 
plane section of the Kummer surface is the union of two conies with equations 
(ax 2 + by 2 + cz 2 )(a'x 2 + b'y 2 + d z 2 ) — 0. The four intersection points of 
these conies are singular points of S. This easily follows from the equations 
of the derivatives of the quartic polynomial defining S. Thus we see that the 
16 singular points of the Kummer surface lie by four in the coordinate planes 
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x, y, z,w = 0. Following A. Cayley [73], a Kummer surface with this property 
is called a Tetrahedroid. 

Note the obvious symmetry of the coordinate hyperplane sections. The co- 
ordinates of 16 nodes can be put in the following symmetric matrix: 

/ ±ai2 ±013 ±a«\ 

±021 ±a 23 ±a24 

±a 3 i ±a 32 ±a 34 

\±a4i ±a 42 ±043 / 

The complete quadrangle formed by four nodes p\ , . . . , p± in each coordinate 
plane has the property that the lines pipj and PkPi with {i, j, } n {k, 1} = 
intersect at the vertices of the coordinate tetrahedron. One can also find the 
16 tropes. Take a vertex of the coordinate tetrahedron. There will be two pairs 
of nodes, not in the same coordinate plane, each pair lying on a line passing 
through the vertex. For example, 

[0, ai2, oi3, an], [0, oi2, -013, 014], [0, 021,0, a 23 , 024], [0, a 2 i, 0, -023, 024]- 

The plane containing the two pairs contains the third pair. In our example, 
the third pair is [041, —042, 043, 0], [041, —042, —043, 0]. This is one of the 16 
tropes. Its equation is a 24 x+ai 4 y— a 12 u) = 0. Similarly, we find the equations 
of all 16 tropes 

±0343/ ± a 42 z ± a 23 w = 0, 
±0340; ± 0412 ± (I13W = 0, 

±a 24 X ± a 44 y ± CL12W = 0, 

±a 23 x ± a 31 y ± a 12 z = 0. 

Remark 10.3.22 For experts on K3 surfaces, let us compute the Picard lattice 
of a general Tetrahedroid. Let a : S — > S be a minimal resolution of S. Denote 
by h the class of the preimage of a plane section of S and by ej, i = 1, . . . , 16, 
the classes of the exceptional curves. Let c% and c 2 be the classes of the proper 
transforms of the conies C\ , C 2 cut out by one of the coordinate plane, say 
x = 0. We have 

ci + C2 = h — ei — e 2 — — e±. 

Obviously, c\ ■ c 2 = and h-Ci —2 and c| = —2. Consider another coordinate 
plane and another pair of conies. We can write 



C3 + c 4 = h - e 5 - e 6 - e-i - e 8 . 
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This shows that the classes of the eight conies can be expressed as linear com- 
binations of classes h, ej and c = ci. It is known that the Picard group of a gen- 
eral Kummer surface is generated by the classes a and the classes of tropes 
U satisfying 2fj = h — e il — ■ ■ ■ — ej 6 . The Picard group of a Tetrahedroid 
acquires an additional class c. 

The Jacobian variety of a genus 2 curve C with two commuting involutions 
contains an elliptic curve, the quotient of C by one of the involutions. In the 
symmetric product C^ 2 ' it represents the graph of the involution. Thus it is 
isogenous to the product of two elliptic curves. 

Note that the pencil of quadrics passing through the set of eight points (C\ n 
C2) U (C3 n C4) defines a pencil of elliptic curves on S with the divisor class 

2h - ei - e 2 - e 3 - e 4 - e 5 - e 6 - e 7 - e 8 = C\ + c 2 + c 3 + c 4 . 

Since ci-c 2 =03-04, = 0, Kodaira's classification of fibres of elliptic fibrations 
shows that c 4 , c 2 , c 3 , c 4 are the classes of irreducible components of a fiber of 
type 7 4 . This implies that the four intersection points (Ci U C 2 ) n (C 3 U C 4 ) 
lie on the edges of the coordinate tetrahedron. 

The parameters A, B, C\ D used to parameterize Tetrahedroid surfaces have 
be considered as points on the cubic surface 

A(A 2 — B 2 - C 2 - D 2 ) + 2BCD = 0. 

One can write an explicit rational parameterization of this surface using the 
formulas 

A = 2abc, B = a(b 2 + c 2 ), C = b(a 2 + c 2 ), D = c(a 2 + b 2 ). 

The formulas describe a rational map P 2 — > P 3 of degree 2 given by the 
linear system of plane cubics with three base points p\ = [1,0, 0],p2 = 
[0, 1,0], P3 — [0, 0, 1]. It extends to a degree 2 map from a del Pezzo surface 
of degree 6 onto a 4-nodal cubic surface. In fact, if one considers the stan- 
dard Cremona involution [a, b, c] [o _1 , c _1 ], then we observe that the 
map factors through the quotient by this involution. It has four singular points 
corresponding to the fixed points 

[a,b,c] = [1,1,1], [-1,1,1], [1,-1,1], [1,1,-1]. 

of the Cremona involution. The corresponding singular points are the points 

[1,1,1,1], [1,1,-1,-1], [1,-1,1,-1], [1,-1,-1,1]. 

If we change the variables X 2 = bcx 2 ,Y 2 = acy 2 , X 2 = abx 2 ,W — w, 
the equation 

A(x 4 + y i + z i + w 4 ) + 2B(x 2 w 2 + y 2 z 2 ) + 2C(y 2 w 2 + x 2 z 2 ) 
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+2D{z 2 w 2 + x 2 y 2 ) = 
is transformed to the equation 

(X 2 + Y 2 + Z 2 )(a 2 X 2 + b 2 Y 2 + c 2 Z 2 )- 

[a 2 (b 2 + c 2 )X 2 W 2 + b 2 (c 2 +a 2 )Y 2 W 2 +c 2 (a 2 + b 2 )Z 2 W 2 } + a 2 b 2 c 2 W 4 = 0, 

or, equivalently, 

a 2 x 2 b 2 y 2 c 2 z 2 

r H 1 = 0. 

x 2 + y 2 + z 2 — a 2 w 2 x 2 + y 2 + z 2 — b 2 w 2 x 2 + y 2 + z 2 — c 2 w 2 

(10.41) 

When a, b, c are real numbers, the real points (x, y, z, 1) £ P 3 (M) on this sur- 
face describe the propagation of light along the interface between two different 
media. The real surface with Equation (10.41) is called a Fresnel's wave sur- 
face. It has four real nodes 



j a 2 -b 2 n b 2 -c 2 , 



where we assume that a 2 > b 2 > c 2 . It has four real tropes given by planes 

ax + (3y + -fz + w — 0, where 



/cl Qj — b 2 a lb' 
(a,p, 7 ,l)=[± ¥] /-^,0,± ¥] /- 



a / b 2 — c 2 ^ 



One of the two conies cut out on the surface by coordinate planes is a circle. On 
the plane w = at infinity one of the conies is the ideal conic x 2 + y 2 + z 2 = 0. 



10.3.5 The tangential line complex 

When we considered the harmonic line complex defined by two quadrics Q\ 
and Qi we did not need to assume that the quadrics are different. In the case 
when Q\ — Qi — Q, the definition of a harmonic self-conjugate pair implies 
that the two points in the pair coincide, i.e. the line is tangent to the quadric. 
This is a special case of the harmonic complex, the locus of tangent lines to a 
quadric. 

Equation (10.39) gives us the equation of the tangential line complex of a 
quadric Q defined by a symmetric matrix A = (ay): 



(10.42) 
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Proposition 10.3.23 The tangential quadratic line complex Xq associated to 
a nonsingular quadric surface Q in P™ is singular along the variety OG(2, Q) 
of lines contained in Q. 

Proof It is easy to see that a line V in G = Gi(P") is a pencil of lines 
in some plane II in P". The plane II intersects Q in a conic. If the line is 
general, then the conic is nonsingular, and the pencil V contains two points 
represented by lines in II that are tangent to the conic. This confirms that Xq 
is a quadratic complex. Now, assume that I is contained in Q. A general line V 
in G containing I contains only one point represented by a line in P" tangent to 
Q, namely the line £. This shows that V is tangent to Xq at the point I. Since 
V was a general line in G, it shows that the tangent space of Xq at £ coincides 
with the tangent space of G at I. This implies that Xq is singular at I, Since 
Xq is a quadratic complex, t is point of multiplicity 2 in Xq. □ 

Let Tq be the tangent bundle of Q and let a : \Tq | — > Q be its projectiviza- 
tion. The fiber of \Tq | at a point x € Q consists of lines tangent to Q at x. This 
defines a natural birational morphism 

vr:P(T Q v )^X Q 

which is a resolution of singularities of the tangential complex. It is easy to see 
that OG(2, Q) is of codimension 2 in Xq. Thus the exceptional divisor of n is 
isomorphic to a P 1 -bundle over OG(2, Q). 

Remark 10.3.24 One can identify /\ 2 C' i+1 with the Lie algebra so(n+ 1) of 
the special orthogonal group SO(n + 1) of the space C" +1 equipped with the 
dot-product symmetric bilinear form and the associated quadratic form q. The 
orthogonal group SO(n+l) acts naturally on its Lie algebra so(n+l) by means 
of the adjoint representation. One can speak about adjoint orbits of SO(n + 1) 
in |so(n+ 1)|. The variety OG(2, Q) of lines in Q — V(q) is identified with the 
variety of 2-dimensional isotropic linear subspaces in C™ +1 . It is known that 
this variety is the unique closed orbit. It is called the minimal adjoint orbit. The 
adjoint orbits are ordered with respect to the relation that one orbit is contained 
in the closure of another orbit. The tangential line complex Xq is a supminimal 
adjoint orbit in the sense that the minimal orbit is the only orbit contained in 
the boundary of its closure. Considered as linear operators, points in OG(2, Q) 
are operators A of rank 2 satisfying A 2 = 0, and points of Xq are operators of 
rank 2 satisfying A 3 = (see, for example, [32]). In particular, we see that the 
variety OG(2, Q) can be given by quadratic equations expressing the condition 
that the square of the matrix (py ) is equal to 0. 

Thus both orbits are nilpotent orbits, i.e. they are contained in the subvariety 
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of nilpotent linear operators. We refer for the classification of nilpotent orbits to 
[122]. For classical Lie algebras s[„+i,so n +i,so„+i, the nilpotent orbits are 
classified by partition of n + 1 defining the Jordan form of the linear operator. 
Thus the minimal orbit OG(2, Q) corresponds to the partition (2, 2, 1, . . . , 1) 
and the supminimal orbit corresponds to the partition (3, 1, ... , 1). 

Replacing the Lie algebra so(n + 1) by any simple complex lie algebra g 
we obtain an analog of the tangential line complex Xq and its singular lo- 
cus OG(2, Q). The latter becomes the unique minimal adjoint orbit in |g|, the 
former becomes the unique supminimal adjoint orbit. Both of these orbits are 
nilpotent orbits, i.e. they are contained in the subvariety of nilpotent elements 
of the Lie algebra. An algebraic variety isomorphic to a minimal adjoint orbit 
for some simple Lie algebra 9 is called a adjoint variety. The adjoint vari- 
eties and, in particular, the line complexes OG(2, Q) of lines in a nonsingular 
quadric, are Fano contact varieties. Recall that a complex manifold M is called 
a contact manifold if its tangent bundle Tm contains a corank one subbundle 
F such that the bilinear form F x F — ► Tm /F defined by the Lie bracket is 
nondegenerate. It is conjectured that any Fano contact variety is isomorphic to 
an adjoint variety (see [35]). 



10.3.6 Tetrahedral line complex 

Consider the union of four planes in P 3 which define a coordinate tetrahedron 
in the space. Let gi, 92, 93, <Z4 be its vertices, = q~[qj be its edges and 7T; = 
qjqkqi be its faces. Let [A, B] E P 1 and C be the closure of the set of lines in 
P 3 intersecting the four faces at four distinct points with the cross ratio equal 
to [A, B] . Here we assume that the vertices of the tetrahedron are ordered in 
some way. It is easy to see that £ is a line complex. It is called a tetrahedral 
line complex. 

Proposition 10.3.25 A tetrahedral line complex £ is of degree 2. Ifpij are the 
Pliicker coordinates with respect to the coordinates defined by the tetrahedron, 
then £ is equal to the intersection of the Grassmannian with the quadric 

Api 2 P34 - Bp 13 p 24 = 0. (10.43) 

Conversely, this equation defines a tetrahedral line complex. 

Proof Let I be a line spanned by the points \a\ , 0,2, 0,3, 04] and [61 , 62 , 63 , 64] . 
It intersects the face 7Tj at the point corresponding to the coordinates on the line 
[s, t] = [bi, — aj, i = 1, . . . , 4. We assume that I does not pass through one of 
the vertices. Then £ intersects the faces at four points not necessarily distinct 
with cross ratio equal to [P12P34 , P13P24] , where py are the Pliicker coordinates 
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of the line. So, the equation of the tetrahedral line complex containing the line 

is bi2P34,Pi3P24] = [a, b] for some [a, b] £ P 1 . □ 

Note that any tetrahedral line complex £ contains the set of points in G(2, 4) 
satisfying p; s = pu — pik — (the lines in the coordinate plane t{ — 0). Also, 
any line containing a vertex satisfies pij — pjk = Pik = and hence also is 
contained in £. Thus we obtain that £ contains four planes from one ruling of 
the Klein quadric and four planes from another ruling. Each plane from one 
ruling intersects three planes from another ruling along a line and does not 
intersect the fourth plane. 

Observe that the tetrahedral line complex is reducible if and only if the cor- 
responding cross ratio is equal to 0, 1, oo. In this case it is equal to the union of 
two hyperplanes representing lines intersecting one of the two opposite edges. 
An irreducible tetrahedral line complex has six singular points corresponding 
to the edges of the coordinate tetrahedron. Their Pliicker coordinates are all 
equal to zero except one. 

Proposition 10.3.26 The singular surface of an irreducible tetrahedral line 
complex £ is equal to the union of the faces of the coordinate tetrahedron. 

Proof We know that the degree of the singular surface is equal to 4. So, it 
suffices to show that a general point in one of the planes of the tetrahedron be- 
longs to the singular surface. The lines in this plane belong to the complex. So, 
a line in the plane passing through a fixed point po is an irreducible component 
of the conic fl(po) n £. This shows that p belongs to the singular surface of 
£. □ 

From now on we consider only irreducible tetrahedral line complexes. There 
are different geometric ways to describe a tetrahedral complex. 

First we need the following fact, known as von Staudt's Theorem (see [538]. 

Theorem 10.3.27 (G. von Staudt) Let £ be a line belonging to a tetrahe- 
dral line complex £ defined by the cross ratio R. Assume that £ does not pass 
through the vertices and consider the pencil of planes through £. Then the cross 
ratio of the four planes in the pencil passing through the vertices is equal to R. 

Proof Let e\ , &2 , £3 , &i be a basis in E — C 4 corresponding to the vertices of 
the tetrahedron. Choose the volume form w = e\ A &2 A A and consider the 
star-duality in j\ E defined by (a, (3) — (a A (3) /oj. Under this duality (e^ A 
ej,ek A e/) = 1(— 1) if (i,j,k,l) is an even (odd) permutation of (1,2,3,4) 
and otherwise. Let 7 = J2i<i<j<4Pij e i A &j ^ e tne 2-form defining the line 
I and let 7* = J2Pij e i A ej define the dual line £*, where A ej is replaced 
with (a A ej, ek A e/)efc A e,, where i, j, fc, I are all distinct. The line £ (resp. 



10.3 Quadratic line complexes 



619 



£*) intersects the coordinate planes at the points represented by the columns of 
the matrix 



We have A ■ B = B ■ A = 0. It follows from the proof of the previous Proposi- 
tion that the cross ratio of the four points on t is equal to (2/13P24JP12P34) = 
(p24Pi3,P24Pi3)- Thus I and I* belong to the same tetrahedral line complex. 
Now a plane containing I can be identified with a point on t equal to the 
intersection point. A plane containing e\ and t is defined by the 3-form 

ei A 7 = p 2 3ei A e 2 A e 3 + p 2 ^\ A e 2 A e 4 + p 34 ei A e 3 A e 4 

and we check that e\ A 7 A (— p^e 2 + p 2 4e 3 — p 23 e 4 ) = since B ■ A = 0. 
This means that the plane containing e\ intersects t at the first point on £* 
defined by the first column. Thus, under the projective map from the pencil of 
planes through I to the line £*, the plane containing e\ is mapped to the inter- 
section point of £* with the opposite face of the tetrahedron defined by to = 0. 
Similarly, we check that the planes containing other vertices correspond to in- 
tersection points of t with the opposite faces. This proves the assertion. □ 

Proposition 10.3.28 A tetrahedral line complex is equal to the closure of the 
set of secants of rational cubic curves in P 3 passing through the vertices of the 
coordinate tetrahedron. 

Proof Let R be one of those curves and x E R. Projecting from x we get 
a conic C in the plane with four points, the projections of the vertices. Let 
I = xy be a secant of R. The projection y of y is a point on the conic C and 
the pencil of lines through y is projectively equivalent to the pencil of planes 
through the secant I. Under this equivalence, the planes passing through the 
vertices of the tetrahedron correspond to the lines connecting their projection 
with y. Applying von Staudt's Theorem, we conclude the proof. □ 

Consider the action of the torus T = (C* ) 4 on P 3 by scaling the coordinates 
in E = C 4 . Its action on /\ 2 E is defined by 



It is clear that the Klein quadric is invariant with respect to this action. This 
defines the action of T on the Grassmannian of lines. It is also clear that the 
equations of a tetrahedral line complex £ are also invariant with respect to 
this action, so T acts on a tetrahedral complex. If I £ £ has nonzero Pliicker 
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coordinates (a general line), then the stabilizer of £ is equal to the kernel of the 
action of Tin P 3 , i.e. equal to the diagonal group of (z, z,z,z),z e C*. Hence 
the orbit of £ is 3-dimensional, and since £ is irreducible and 3-dimensional, it 
is a dense Zariski subset of £. Thus we obtain that £ is equal to the closure of 
a general line in G(2, 4) under the torus action. Since any general line belongs 
to a tetrahedral line complex, we get an equivalent definition of a tetrahedral 
line complex as the closure of a torus orbit of a line with nonzero Pliicker 
coordinates. 

Here is another description of a tetrahedral complex. Consider a projective 
automorphism <j> : P 3 — » P 3 with four distinct fixed points and let £ be the 
closure of lines x<f)(x) , where x is not a fixed point of (j>. Let us see that £ 
is an irreducible tetrahedral complex. Choose the coordinates in C 4 such that 
the matrix of <f> is a diagonal matrix with four distinct eigenvalues \. Then 
£ is the closure of lines defined by 2- vectors 7 = A ■ v A v,v e C 4 .A 
straightforward computation shows that the Pliicker coordinates of 7 are equal 
to Pij = titj(\i — Xj), where (ti, ... ^4) are the coordinates of the vector 
v. Thus, if we take v with nonzero coordinates, we obtain that £ contains the 
torus orbit of the vector with nonzero Pliicker coordinates = \ — Xj. As 
we explained in above, £ is an irreducible tetrahedral complex. 

It is easy to see that the map which assigns to a point x € P 3 the line x<fi(x) 
defines a birational transformation $ : P 3 — - > £ with fundamental points at 
the fixed points of (f>. It is given by quadrics. The linear system of quadrics 
through four general points in P 3 is of dimension 5 and defines a rational map 
from P 3 to P 5 . The preimage of a general plane is equal to the intersection of 
three general quadrics in the linear system. Since there are four base points, we 
obtain that the residual intersection consists of four points. This implies that 
the linear system defines a map of degree 2 onto a quadric in P 5 or a degree 1 
map onto a threefold of degree 4. Since a tetrahedral line complex is obtained 
in this way and any four general points in P 3 are projectively equivalent, we 
see that the image must be projectively isomorphic to a tetrahedral complex. 
Observe that the six lines joining the pairs of fixed points of <p are blown down 
to singular points of the tetrahedral complex. Also, we see the appearance of 
eight planes; four of these planes are the images of the exceptional divisors of 
the blow-up of P 3 at the fixed points, and the other four are the images of the 
planes spanned by three fixed points. We see that the blow-up of P 3 is a small 
resolution of the tetrahedral complex. 

There is another version of the previous construction. Take a pencil Q of 
quadrics with a nonsingular base curve. Consider a rational map P 3 ---» Gi(P 3 ) 
which assigns to a point ieP 3 the intersection of the polar planes P X (Q),Q £ 
Q. This is a line in P 3 unless a; is a singular point of one of quadrics in Q. Un- 
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der our assumption on the pencil, there are exactly four such points which we 
can take as the points [1,0, 0, 0], [0, 1,0,0], [0, 0,1,0], [0, 0, 0, 1]. Thus we see 
that the rational map is of the same type as in the previous construction and its 
image is a tetrahedral complex. 

10.4 Ruled surfaces 
10.4.1 Scrolls 

A scroll or a ruled variety is an irreducible subvariety S of P™ such that there 
exists an irreducible family X n of linear subspaces of dimension r sweeping S 
such that a general point of S lies in unique subspace from this family. We will 
also assume that each point is contained only in finitely many linear subspaces. 
Following classical terminology, the linear subspaces are called generators. 
Note that the condition that any point lies in finitely many generators excludes 
cones. 

We identify X with its image in the Grassmann variety G = G r (¥ n ). For 
any x £ X let A x denote the generator defined by the point x. The universal 
family 

{(x,p)eX x¥ n :peA x } 

is isomorphic to the incidence variety Zx over Xq. The projection Zx — > P" 
is a finite morphism of degree 1 which sends the fibres of the projective bundle 
Zx — > X to generators. For any finite morphism v : X — > X of degree 
1, the pull-back £ = v*(S Xa ) defines the projective bundle P(£) and a finite 
morphism v : ¥(£) —> Zx such that the composition / : ¥(£) —> Zx — > S 
is a finite morphism sending the fibres to generators. Recall that the projection 
Zq — > P™ = \E\ is defined by a surjection of the locally free sheave a : 
E w ®O g -» S%. Thus the morphism / : ¥(£) -» S C ¥ N is defined by a 
surjection 

i/* (a) : E v ®O x £. 

In particular, the morphism / is given by a linear system |_E V | C |Op(£) (1) |. 
Thus we see that any scroll is obtained as the image of a birational morphism 

/ : P(£) - 1^1 

defined by a linear subsystem of |(9p(g) (1)|. The linear system can be identified 
with the image of E v — > H°(X, £) under the surjective map 75 v ® Ox — > £■ 
This map also gives a finite map i/ : X — > X C G. The base X of the 
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projective bundle it : ¥(£) — > X can be always assumed to be a normal 
variety. Then v : X — ► Xo is the normalization map. 

A scroll defined by the complete linear system |0jp(£)(l)| is a linearly nor- 
mal subvariety of P". It is called a normal scroll. Any scroll is a projection 
of a normal scroll. Note that, in many text-books, a normal scroll is assumed 
to be a nonsingular variety. We have already classified smooth rational normal 
scrolls of dimension 2 in Chapter 8. 

A surjective map of locally free sheaves £ — > T defines a closed embedding 
¥{T) ^ P(£). If rank J 7 = r' + 1, the image of P(.F) under the map / : 
P(£) — > P™ is an r' -directrix of the scroll, a closed subvariety intersecting 
each generator along an r'-plane. If r' — 0, we get a section of ¥(£), Its image 
is directrix of the scroll, a closed subvariety of the scroll that intersects each 
generator at one point. Note that not every directrix comes from a section; for 
example, a generator could be a directrix. 

Suppose £ — ► £\ and £ — > £2 are two surjective maps of locally free sheaves 
on a smooth curve X. Let £ — > £1 © £ 2 be the direct sum of the maps and let 
£' be the image of this map which is locally free since X is a smooth curve. 
Assume that the quotient sheaf (£1 £-i)j£' is a skyscraper sheaf. Then the 
surjection £ — » £' corresponds to a closed embedding j : P(£') P(£). We 
call the projective bundle ¥{£') the join of P(£i) and P(£ 2 )- We will denote it 
by (P(£i),P(£2))- The compositions £ — > f — > ^ are surjective maps, hence 
the projections £' — » £ j are surjective and therefore define closed embedding 

P(£ i )^(P(£i),P(£ 2 )>. 
It follows from (1.33) that 

«»m/x = ^* (det £) (-r - 1) . (10.44) 

If X admits a canonical sheaf lux, we get 

wp {£) = vr* (wx) ® 7T* det £)(-r - 1). (10.45) 

Let £ = ci(0p(£)(l)). Recall that the Chern classes c,(£) can be defined by 
using the identity in H* (¥(£), Z) (see [281], Appendix A): 

(_£)H-i + ^(^(f ))(_^)f + . . . + ^*( Cr+1 (£)) = 0. 
Let d = dimX. Multiplying the previous identity by we get 

r+l 

£d+r = j^(_i)V(ci (£))£**•»-*. (10.46) 

Assume that c? = dimX = 1. Then c, (£) = for i > 1 and ci(£) can be 
identified with the degree of det£ (the degree of £). Since £ intersects the 
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class of a general fiber with multiplicity 1, we obtain 

C +1 =deg£. (10.47) 

Since |0 P (£)(1)| gives a finite map of degree 1, the degree of the scroll S = 
f {¥(£)) is equal to f + 1 . Also £ = v*(S%), hence 

deg£ = i/(ci(Sg)) = v*(oi) = dcgv(X) = dcgX , 

where the latter degree is taken in the Pliicker embedding of G. This gives 

degS = degX . (10.48) 

The formula is not anymore true if d = dim X > 1. For example, if d = 2, 
we get the formula 

degS = C +2 = n*( Cl (£m r+1 ~ 7r*(c 2 (£))r 
= tt*( Ci (£) 2 - c 2 (£))C = c\{£) - c 2 {£) = v*{a 2 ), 
where a 2 is the special Schubert class. 

Example 10.4.1 Exercise 19.13 from [277] asks us to show that the degree of 
Sx may not be equal to dcg Xq if dim Xq > 1. An example is the scroll S of 
lines equal to the Segre variety S2,i(P 2 X P 1 ) C P 5 . Its degree is equal to 3. If 
we identify the space P 5 with the projective space of 1 -dimensional subspaces 
of the space of matrices of size 2x3, the Segre variety is the subvariety of 
matrices of rank 1. If we take homogeneous coordinates to,ti,t2 in P 2 and 
homogeneous coordinates zo, z\ in P 1 , then S is given by 

t ZQ tlZQ t 2 z \ < 

t zi t 1 z 1 t 2 zi) - 

When we fix (to, ti,t 2 ), the parametric equation of the corresponding line in 
P 5 is zo[to,h,t 2 ,0, 0, 0] + zi[0, 0, 0, t , ti,t 2 ]. The Pliicker coordinates of the 
line are equal to pa+j — titj,0 < i < j < 2, with other coordinates equal 
to zero. Thus we see that the variety X parameterizing the generators of S 
spans a subspace of dimension 5 in P 9 and is isomorphic to a Veronese surface 
embedded in this subspace by the complete linear system of quadrics. This 
shows that the degree of X is equal to 4. 

From now on we shall assume that X = C is a smooth curve C so that 
the map v : C — * Co C G r (P") is the normalization map of the curve Co 
parameterizing generators. 

Let Si and S2 be two scrolls in \E\ corresponding to vector bundles £\ and 
£ 2 of ranks r\ and r 2 and surjections E v <E> Ox — * £ 1 and E y <X> Ox — ► £2- 
Let (P(£i),P(£ 2 )) be the join in P(£ v <g> O x ) = X X \E\ and let S be the 
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projection of the join to \E\ = P(E V ). It is a scroll in \E\ whose generators are 
the joins of the corresponding generators of Si and S 2 . Let {x\, . . . , x m } be 
the support of the sheaf £\ © £2^' and let hi be the dimension of the quotient 
at the point Xi. Two generators corresponding to a point x £ {x\, . . . , x m } 
span a linear subspace of expected dimension n + r 2 + 1. The generators 
corresponding to a point Xj span a subspace of dimension ri + r 2 — h\. The 
scroll S is denoted by (Si, S2) and is called the join of scrolls Si and S 2 . Since 
deg £' = deg £1 + deg £2, we obtain 



Let us consider some special examples. 

Example 10.4.2 Let EV ® O c -> £i define scrolls Si in \Et\,i = 1,2. 
Consider the surjection E v ® O c = (i^ © £2 ) ® C — > £1 © £2. It defines 
the scroll equal to the join of the scroll Si C \Ei\ C and the scroll S2 C 
I-E2 1 C \E\. Its degree is equal to deg Si + deg^. For example, let £i be 
an invertible sheaf on C defining a closed embedding Tj : C C so that 
Si = 7"i(C) are curves of degree spanning Ei. Then the join of 5*1 and 5*2 is 
a surface of degree ai + a 2 with generators parameterized by C. Specializing 
further, we take C — P 1 and £i = Opi (ai) with ai < a 2 . The scroll (Si, S2) 
is the rational normal scroll S' ai . ai + a2 _i. Iterating this construction we obtain 
rational normal scrolls 5 ai ak ,n C P", where n = a\ + ■ ■ ■ + ak — k + 1. 

Example 10.4.3 Suppose we have two scrolls Si and S2 in P™ = \E\ defined 
by surjections on : E v ® Oc ; — * £u where rank £i = n + 1. Let r C 
Ci x C2 be a correspondence of bidegree (cm, 0:2) and let \i : T — > r be its 
normalization map. Let : T — > Ci be the composition of ji and the projection 
maps Ci x C2 — > Cj. Consider the surjections p* (ai) : E v ® Or — > P* £«. Let 
(P(pJfi),P(pJfi)) be the corresponding join. Let 5 be the image of the join 
in \E\. We assume that it is a scroll whose generators are parameterized by an 
irreducible curve Co C G ri+r2 -i(\E\) equal to the closure of the image of the 
map <t> : T — > G ri+r2 _i(|S|) defined by <p(z) — Vi(pi(z))v2(pi(z)). Let abe 
the degree of this map. Then 



m 



deg<Si, S 2 ) - deg Si + deg S 2 - ^ V 



(10.49) 



deg 5 



1 



(ai deg Si + a 2 deg S2 — h) , 



a 



where 



h = h°(Coker(^*(E v ® O t -» p*£i ©p^)))- 



Here are some special examples. We can take for Si and S2 two isomor- 
phic curves in P n of degrees di and d 2 intersecting transversally at m points 
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x\ , . . . , x m . Let r be the graph of an isomorphism a : Si — > S2. Let /i be the 
number of points x £ Si such that a(x) = x. Obviously, these points must 
be among the points Xi's, Assume that x\ and a(t\) do not lie on a common 
trisecant for a general point x\ G Si. Then h° = 1 and the scroll 5 is a scroll 
of lines of degree d\ + d,2 — h. We could also take Si — S2 and a be an auto- 
morphism of Si with h fixed points. Then the degree of the scroll S is equal to 
2d — h if a 2 is not equal to the identity and h (2d — h) otherwise. 

10.4.2 Cayley-Zeuthen formulas 

From now on, until the end of this Chapter, we will be dealing only with scrolls 
with 1 -parameter family Co of generators. A 2-dimensional scroll is called a 
ruled surface. This classical terminology disagrees with the modern one, where 
a ruled surface means a P 1 -bundle ¥(£) over a smooth projective curve (see 
[281]). Our ruled surfaces are their images under a degree 1 morphism given 
by a linear system in 1 0p(£) ( 1 ) | . 

Let v : C — ► Co be the normalization map and £ = v* (Sq q ) . The projective 
bundle P(£) is isomorphic to the normalization of the ruled surface S defined 
by the curve C C Gi(P"). 

Let us remind ourselves some known facts about projective 1-bundles X = 
P(£) over smooth curves that can be found in [281], Chapter V, §2. 

After tensoring £ with an appropriate invertible sheaf we may assume that 
£ is normalized in the sense that H°(C, £ ) ^ {0} but H°(C, £ <g> C) = {0} 
for any invertible sheaf C of negative degree. In this case the integer e = 
— deg £ > is an invariant of the surface and the tautological invertible sheaf 
0p(£)(l) is isomorphic to Ox(Eq), where E 2 = —e. If e < the curve 
E is the unique curve on X with negative self-intersection. It is called the 
exceptional section. 

Let do : C — > X be the section of 7r : X — > C with the image equal to 
Eq. Then a^Ox{E ) = Oc{t). If we identify E and C by means of cr > 
then Oc{t) = O x (E ) ® O e „ so that dege = e. A section a : C — > X is 
equivalent to a surjection of locally free sheaves £ — > £ = cr*Ox(o'(C)). In 
particular, deg £ = er(C) 2 . The canonical class of X is given by the formula 

K x - -2E + tt*(K c + e), (10.50) 

which is a special case of (1.33). 

Let \H\ be a complete linear system of dimension N > 2 on P(£) defined 
by an ample section H. Since tt^(Ox{H)) — £ <8> £ for some invertible sheaf 
£, we can write 

iJ~£ + 7r*(a) 
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for some effective divisor class a on C of degree a. Since if is irreducible, 
intersecting both sides with Eq we find that a > e. Using the Moishezon- 
Nakai criterion of ampleness it is easy to see that if is ample if and only if 
a > e. We shall assume that if is ample. Assume also that a is not special in 
the sense that if X (C, Oc(o)) — and |e + a| has no base points on C. Then 
the exact sequence 

-» O x (tr*(a)) -» O x (H) -» O E0 (H) -> 

shows that the restriction of | if | to £0 is a complete linear system without 
base points. It is clear that any possible base point of |if | must lie on Eq, 
hence under the above assumptions |ff | has no base points. It defines a finite 
map / :X-»Sc P . The surface S is a linearly normal surface in ¥ N swept 
by lines, the images of fibres. The family of lines is defined by the image of C 
in Gi(V N ). The next Proposition shows that the map is of degree 1, hence S 
is a ruled surface. 

Proposition 10.4.4 Let if be an ample section on X — P(£) as in the above 
and \V\ be a linear system in \H\ that defines a finite map f : P(£) — > S C 
P^. Then the degree of the map is equal to 1. 

Proof Suppose f[x) = f(y) for some general points x, y <E X. Let F x and 
F y be the fibres containing x and y. Since |ff | has no base points, its restriction 
to any fiber is a linear system of degree 1 without base points. Suppose the 
degree of the map is greater than 1 . Take a general fiber F; then, for any general 
point x 6 F, there is another fiber F x such that f{F x ) and f(F) are coplanar. 
This implies that there exists a divisor H(x) € \H — F x — F\. We can write 
H(x) = F x + F+R(x) for some curve R(x) such that R{x)-F x = R(x)-F = 
1. When we move x along F we get a pencil of divisors H(x) contained in 
I if — F\. The divisors of this pencil look like F x + R(x) and hence all have a 
singular point at R(x) n F x . Since the fiber F x moves with x, we obtain that a 
general member of the pencil has a singular point that is not a base point of the 
pencil. This contradicts Bertini's Theorem on singular points [281], Chapter 3, 
Corollary 10.9. □ 

Corollary 10.4.5 Let S be an irreducible surface in F N containing a 1- 
dimensional irreducible family of lines. Suppose S is not a cone. Then S is a 
ruled surface equal to the image of projective bundle P(£) over a smooth curve 
C under a birational morphism given by a linear subsystem in |Op(£)(l)|. 

Proof Let Co C Gi(P") be the irreducible curve parameterizing the family 
of lines and let v : C — > Co be its normalization. The preimage of the universal 
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family Zc — > Co is a projective bundle P(6>^ o ) over C. Since S is not a 
cone, the map / : P(£) — > S is a finite morphism. The map is given by a 
linear subsystem of |Cp(£) (1) | . Since / is a finite morphism, the line bundle 
Cp(£)(l) = /*(Cp(5 c )v (1)) is ample. It remains for us to apply the previous 
Proposition. □ 

An example of a nonsingular quadric surface seems contradicts the previous 
statement. However, the variety of lines on a nonsingular quadric surface is 
not irreducible and consists of two projective lines embedded in G\ (P 3 ) as the 
union of two disjoint conies. So the surface has two systems of rulings, and it 
is a 2-way scroll. 

It follows from (10.48) that the degree of the ruled surface S = /(P(£)) 
is equal to the degree of C in the Plucker space. It is also equal to the self- 
intersection H 2 of the tautological line bundle on ¥(£). The latter is equal to 
H 2 = (Eq + aF) 2 = 2a — e. The genus of C is called the genus of the ruled 
surface. 

Proposition 10.4.6 Let S — f (¥(£)) c P™ be a projection of a minimal 
ruled surface P(£) embedded in projective space by a linear system \H\, where 
H ~ Eq + ir* (a). Let D be a directrix on S that is not contained in the singular 
locus of S. Then 

deg D > deg a — e. 

The equality takes place if and only if the preimage of D on P(£) is in the same 
cohomology class as Eq. 

Proof The assumption on D implies that deg D = H ■ E, where E is the 
preimage of D on P(£). Intersecting with H we get H ■ E = E ■ Eq + a. If 
E ^ E , then H ■ E > a, if [E] = [E ], then E ■ E = a - e. The equality 
takes place if and only if E ■ Eq = and e = 0. Since E is a section, we can 
write [E] = [Eq] + m[F], and intersecting with Eq, we get m = 0. □ 

Since / : P(£) — > S is of degree 1, the ruled surface is non-normal at every 
point over which the map is not an isomorphism. 

Recall the double-point formula from [230], 9.3. Let / : X — * Y be a 
morphism of nonsingular varieties of dimensions m and n, respectively. Let 
Z be the blow-up of the diagonal of X x X and let R be the exceptional 
divisor. We think about points in R as points in X together with a tangent 
direction t x at x. Let D(f) be the proper transform in Z of the fibered product 
X Xy X C X x X. One can view points in D(f) either as points x € X 
such that there exists x' ^ x with f(x) = f(x'), or as points (x,t x ) such 
that df x {t x ) = 0. Let D(f) be the image of D(f) under one of the projections 
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Ixyl^I. This is called the double-point set of the morphism /. Define 
the double point class 



D(/)-r/*m-(c(rr y ) c (T x )- 1 )„- m n[X] eH n ~ m (X,Q), (10.51) 



where c denotes the total Chern class [X] + c\ + ■ ■ ■ + c m of a vector bundle. 
In case D(f) has the expected dimension equal to 2m — n, we have 



Assume now that / : X — > S is the normalization map and 5 is a surface in 
P 3 . Since S is a hypersurface, it does not have isolated non-normal points. This 
implies that D(f) is either empty, or is of expected dimension 2m — n = 1. 
The double-point class formula applies, and we obtain 



In fact, it follows from the theory of adjoints (see [353]) that the linear equiv- 
alence class of D(f) is expressed by the same formula. 

We say that a non-normal surface S in P™ has ordinary singularities if its 
singular locus is a double curve T on S. This means that the completion of the 
local ring of S at a general point of T is isomorphic to C[[zi, z 2 , z^\/(z\Z2). 
The curve T may have also pinch points locally isomorphic to C[[zi , z 2 , Zs]]/(zf — 
Z2Z3) and also triple points locally isomorphic to C[[zi, z 2 , z 3 ]]/(ziZ2Z 3 ). The 
curve r is nonsingular outside triple points, the curve D(f) is nonsingular 
outside the preimages of the triple points. It has three double points over each 
triple point. 

Under these assumptions, the map D(f) — > D(f) — > T is of degree 2. It is 
ramified at pinch points only, and the preimage of a triple point consists of six 
points. 

Assume that S is a surface in P 3 with ordinary singularities. Let / : X — > S 
be the normalization map, and T be the double curve of S. The degree of any 
curve on X, is the degree with respect to /* (Of Let us introduce the 
following numerical invariants in their classical notation: 

• p,o = the degree of S; 

• [ii = the rank of S, the class of a general plane section of S; 

• p,2 = the class of S; 

• 1/2 = the number of pinch-points on S; 

• t = the number of triple points on S; 

• eo = deg T; 



D(/) 



[£>(/)] G H n ~ m (X,Z). 



[D(f)]=f*(S) + r(K p3 )-K x . 



(10.52) 
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• ex = the rank of T, the number of tangents to T intersecting a general line 
in P 3 ; 

• p = the class of immersion of V equal to the degree of the image of D(f) 
under the Gauss map G : X -> S -A (P 3 ) v , where 7 is the Gauss map.; 

• g(T) — the genus of T; 

• c — the number of connected components of T; 

• k = the degree of the ramification divisor p : X — » P 2 , where p is the 
composition of / and the general projection of S. 

The following Theorem summarizes different relations between the listed 
invariants of S. These relations are called the Cay ley-Zeuthen formulas . 

Theorem 10.4.7 The following relations hold: 

(i) fix = Ho(no - 1) - 2e ; 

(ii) e (fi - 2) = p+ 3f; 
(Hi) fix(fi ~ 2) = k + p; 

(iv) 2g(T) -2c = ex- 2e ; 

(v) i* = 2e (/i -2)-6t-2e 1 ; 

(vi) 2p - 2ex = z/ 2 ; 

fviij M2 = Mol^o ~ I) 2 + (4 - 3/x )ei + 3t - 2^ 2 ; 

fvi'i'i'J 2^2 + M2 = Ml + K - 

Proof (i) A general plane section of 5 is a plane curve of degree fio with eo 
ordinary double points as singularities. Thus (i) is just the Pliicker formula. 
Note also that fix is equal to the degree of the contact curve, the closure of 
smooth points p E S such that a general point q 6 P 3 is contained in T P (S), 
or, equivalently, the residual curve to V of the intersection of S and the first 
polar P q (S). Taking a general plane H and a general point q E H, we obtain 
that dcg A is equal to the class of H n S. 

(ii) The number p is equal to the number of tangent planes to S at points 
in r which pass through a general point q in P 3 . Here a tangent plane to a 
singular point p E T means the tangent plane to one of the two branches of S 
at q, or, equivalently, the image of a preimage of p on X under the Gauss map. 
Consider the intersection of the second polar P q 2 with the contact curve V. It 
follows from subsection 1.1.3 that P q 2(S) n S is equal to the locus of points 
p such that the line pq intersects S at p with multiplicity > 3. This means that 
P q 2 (5) nr consists of t triple points and points such that q belongs to a tangent 
plane of S at p. The latter number is equal to p. As we observed in subsection 
1.1.3, P q 2 has a point of multiplicity 3 at p, hence each triple point enters with 
multiplicity 3 in the intersection of pq with V. It remains for us to use that the 
degree of the second polar is equal to p — 2. 
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(iii) Now let us consider the intersection of the second polar P q i (S) with the 
contact curve A. This intersection consists of the lines qp such that p is either 
one of k ramification points of the projection of the surface from q or p is one 
of p points on r n A, where the tangent plane contains p. In fact, these points 
lie on the intersection of A and T. 

(iv) - (vi) Let tt = h 1 (Oo(f)) be the arithmetic genus of the curve D(f) 
and let s be the number of connected components of D(f). Applying (10.52), 
we get 

-2 X (D(f), D{f) ) = 2n-2c = (£>(/) + K x ) ■ D(f) 

= ( M o-4)deg^(/)=2e ( Mo -4). 

The curve D(f) has 3< ordinary double points and the projection from the 
normalization of D(f) to T is a degree 2 cover ramified at v 2 points. Applying 
the Hurwitz formula, we obtain 2-k — 2c — 6t = 2(2g(T) — 2c) + v 2 . Projecting 
r from a general line defines a degree e map from the normalization of V to 
P 1 . The number of ramification points is equal to ei. Applying the Hurwitz 
formula again, we get 2(/(r) — 2c = — 2eo + t\. This gives (iv) and also gives 

v 2 = 2e (po - 4) - 6t - 2(2g(T) - 2c) = 2e (/Jo - 4) - 6* - 2e x + 4e 

= 2e (/x -2) -6i-2e x . 

This is equality (v). It remains for us to use (ii) to get (vi). 

(vii) The formula for the class of a non-normal surface with ordinary singu- 
larities has a modern proof in [230], Example 9.3.8. In our notation, it gives 

(vii) . 

(viii) We have 

M2 = MoOo - I) 2 + (4 - 3^ )ei + 3t. 
Using this and (i), we get 

fi 2 + 2v 2 = (fi - 1)0! + 2e ) + 4e - 3/i e 

= ^oA*i - Mi + 2e + p - eoMo + 3*. 
It remains for us to use (ii) and (iii). □ 

Corollary 10.4.8 Let S be a surface in P 3 with ordinary singularities and let 
X be its normalization. Then 

(ij K% = mo (Mo - 4) 2 - (3mo - 16)e + 3t - v 2 ; 

(ii) c 2 (X) = mo(Mo - 4/io + 6) - (3/io - 8)e + 3t - 2v 2 - 
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(Hi) X (X, Ox) = 1 + (^V 1 ) - §(w> - 4)e + \t - \v 2 . 

Proof (i) Applying (10.52), we get 

K x = (fx -A)H-D(f), (10.53) 

where H 6 |/* (Cp3 (1)) | . The first polar of S with respect to a general point 
cuts out on S the union of T and A. Taking the preimages on X, we get 

(Ho -l)H = £>(/) + /* (A). 

It follows from the local computation that T and A intersect simply at v 2 pinch 
points and p additional points (see the proof of (iii) in Theorem 10.4.7). This 

gives 

D(f) 2 = (po - l)H ■ D(f) -p-v 2 = 2e a (p a - 1) - p - v 2 
= 2e (p - 1) - eo(Mo - 2) + M - v 2 = £0(^0 - 2) + 3t - v 2 . 

Hence 

K\ = ( Mo - 4) 2 Mo - 4(^o - 4)e + ^(/) 2 
= (Mo - 4) 2 /i - (3/i - 16)e + 3t - v 2 . 

(ii) The preimage of a pinch point on X is a point in X such that the rank of 
the tangent map Tx — > /*(7p3) drops by 2. According to the modern theory 
of degeneracy loci (see [230]), this set is given by the relative second Chern 
class c 2 (f* (7p3) /Tx). Computing this Chern class, we find 

u 2 = Cl {Xf - c 2 (X) + AK X ■ H + 6p . 

Applying (10.53), we get 

v 2 = K\ - c 2 {X) + 4(^o - 4)mo - 8e + 6/x - (10.54) 

Together with (i) we get (ii). Formula (iii) follows from the Noether formula 

12 X (X,Ox) = K x + c 2 (X). 

□ 

We know that po is equal to the degree d of Cq in its Pliicker embedding. 
The next Theorem shows that all the numerical invariants can be expressed in 
terms of po an d 9- 

Theorem 10.4.9 Let S be a ruled surface in P 3 of degree po and genus g. 
Assume that S has only ordinary singularities. Then 

(i) e = \(pa - l)(p - 2) - g; 
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(ii) v 2 = 2( Mo + 2.g - 2); 

(iii) Mi = 2fi - 2 + 2g; 

(iv) ^ 2 = Mo = Mo/ 

(v) k = 3(mo + 2g - 2); 

fv/J p = (Mo - 2) (2// - 5) + 2<?(m - 5); 
(vii) t =l(n - 4)[( Mo - 2)( Mo - 3) - 65]; 
Cvii'O ei = 2(/i - 2)(mo - 3) + 2g(/j, - 6); 
ffrj 2 5 (r) - 2s = ( Mo - 5) (mo + 2 5 - 2). 

Proof A general plane section of S is a plane curve of degree d with fc = 
degT ordinary singularities. This gives (i). 
The canonical class formula gives 

K m =-2H + n*(K c +-0), (10.55) 

where Oq(D) = v*(0 Co (l)) is of degree d = Mo- 
Comparing it with formula (10.50), we find that 

H~E + n*(f), (10.56) 

where 2f = — e. In particular, e + d is always an even number. 

Applying (10.55), we get = 4mo — 4(2g — 2 + mo)- Topologically, 

F(£) is the product of P 1 and C. This gives c 2 (X) = 2(2 - 2g). Applying 
(10.54), we find 

V2 = 4Mo-4(2. 9 -2+/io)-2(2-2 ff )+4(Mo-4)Mo-4(/io-l)(Mo-2)-8 5 +6Mo 

= 2(mo + 2 5 -2). 
From (i) of Theorem 10.4.7, we get (iii). 

To prove (iv) we have to show that the degree of S is equal to the degree of 
its dual surface. The image of a generator of S under the Gauss map is equal 
to the dual line in the dual P 3 , i.e. the set of hyperplanes containing the line. 
Since S has only finitely many torsor generators, the Gauss map is a birational 
map, this shows that S* is a ruled surface. If S is defined by the vector bundle 
£ = Sq (g) Oc , then the dual ruled surface is defined by the bundle Qq ® Oc , 
where Oq is the universal quotient bundle. The exact sequence (10.1) shows 
that det Qc ® Oc — det 6><X ® Oc ■ In particular, the degrees of their inverse 
images under v : C — > Co are equal. Thus the degrees of S and S* are equal. 

Now (i) and (viii) of Theorem 10.4.7 and our formula (i) give (v). Using (iii) 
and (ii) of the same Theorem, we get formulas (vi) and (vii). Finally, (vi) of 
the Theorem gives formulas (viii) and (ix). □ 
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The double-point formula gives 

O m (D(f)) ~ O n£) (^ - 2) «8 tt*(wc(1)). 

A general point of T is contained in two rulings and formula (10.52) implies 
that a general ruling intersects (iq — 2 other rulings. Consider a symmetric 
correspondence on C defined by 

T={(x,y) eCxC :\H-£ x -£ y \^d)}. 

A point (x, x) E T corresponds to a generator that is called a torsal generator. 
The plane in P 3 cutting out this generator with multiplicity > 2 is tangent to 
the ruled surface at any smooth point of the generator. For a general point x, 
we have #T(x) = d — 2. Since all generators £ y , y £ T(x), intersect the same 
line l x the points y <G T(x) lie in the tangent hyperplane of G\ (P 3 ) at the point 
x. This implies that the divisor 2x + T(x) belongs to the linear system |0c(l)| 
and, in particular, T has valence equal to 2. Applying the Cayley-Brill formula 
from Corollary 5.5.2, we obtain the following. 

Proposition 10.4.10 The number of torsal generators of a ruled surface in 
P 3 with ordinary singularities is equal to 2(jUo + 2g — 2). 

Comparing with Theorem 10.4.9, we find that the number of torsal genera- 
tors is equal to the number of pinch points. 

When n — Awe expect that a ruled surface has only finitely many singular 
non-normal points and for n = 5, we expect that it is nonsingular. 

We have already encountered in Example 7.2.6 with a ruled surface S of 
degree 8 with a triple curve C as its singular curve. A general plane section 
of this surface is a plane curve of degree 8 of genus 3 with six triple points. 
Applying formula (10.52) we see that the linear equivalence class of the curve 
D(f) is equal to 2H — ir*(Kc + 5) for some divisor D of degree d. However, 
the curve D(f) comes with multiplicity 2, so the curve C in S is the image of 
a curve C on Zq from the linear system \H — 7r*(f)|, where 2f ~ Kq + 0- 
So, each generator intersects it at three points, as expected. One can show that 
5 ~ Kc + 2a so that f ~ Kc + a. Note that the curve C defines a (3, 3)- 
correspondence on the curve C with the projections pc and qc to C. Its genus 
is equal to 19 and each projection is a degree 3 cover ramified at 24 points. In 
the case when the divisor a is an even theta characteristic, the curve C is the 
Scorza correspondence which we studied in section 5.5.2. 

Next example shows that the double curve of a ruled surface may be discon- 
nected. 

Example 10.4.11 Consider three nonsingular nondegenerate curves Xi,i = 
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1, 2, 3, in P 3 with no two having common points. Let S be the set of lines inter- 
secting each curve. Let us show that these lines sweep a ruled surface of degree 
2did2<l^, where di = deg Cj. Recall that the set of lines intersecting a curve X 
of degree X is a divisor in G\ (P 3 ) of degree d. This is the Chow form of C (see 
[238]). Thus the set of lines intersecting three curves is a complete intersection 
of three hypersurfaces in Gi(P 3 ), hence a curve of degree 2did2d$. If we as- 
sume that the curves are general enough so that the intersection is transversal, 
we obtain that the ruled surface must be of degree 2d\d2d^. The set of lines 
intersecting two curves X\ and X-i is a surface W in Gi(P 3 ) of degree 2d\d2- 
Its intersection with the Schubert variety il(n), where II is a general plane, 
consists of d\d2 lines. It follows from the intersection theory on Gi(P 3 ) that 
the intersection of W with the a-plane Sl(p) is of degree d\d2- Thus we expect 
that, in a general situation, the number of generators of S passing through a 
general point on X 3 is equal to d\d2- This shows that a general point of X 3 is 
a singular point of multiplicity did 2 . Similarly, we show that Xi is a singular 
curve of multiplicity and X 2 is a singular curve of multiplicity d%d^. 

Remark 10.4.12 According to [148], the double curve V is always connected 
if A*o > 9 + 4. If it is disconnected, then it must be the union of two lines. 

10.4.3 Developable ruled surfaces 

A ruled surface is called developable if the tangent planes at nonsingular points 
of any ruling coincide. In other words, any generator is a torsal generator. One 
expects that the curve of singularities is a cuspidal curve. In this subsection we 
will give other characterizations of developable surfaces. 

Recall the definition of the vector bundle of principal parts on a smooth 
variety X. Let A be the diagonal in X x X and let J7a be its sheaf of ideals. Let 
p and q be the first and the second projections to X from the closed subscheme 
A m defined by the ideal sheaf . For any invertible sheaf C on X one 

defines the sheaf of m-th principal parts V m (£) of C as the sheaf V X (C) = 
p*q* (£) on X. Recall that the m-th tensor power of the sheaf of 1 -differentials 
Q x can be defined as p*{J& / ' J^ +1 ) (see [281]). The exact sequence 

- JZ l /j% +1 - o XxX /jz i+1 -> o XxX /j£ - 

gives an exact sequence 

-> (^) <3m <g> C -» V x l {L) -> V^-\C) -» 0. (10.57) 

We will be interested in the case when Xq = Co is an irreducible curve of 
genus g and X = C is its normalization. By induction, the sheaf "P™(£) is a 
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locally free sheaf of rank m + 1, and 

deg"P™(£) = (m+ l)deg£ + m(m+ 1). (10.58) 

For any subspace V C H°(C, £), there is a canonical homomorphism 

V -» H°(A m ,q*jC) = H°(C,p*q*jC) = H°(C,V£{jC)) 

which defines a morphism of locally free sheaves 

arn :Vc:=Oc®V^Vg{C). (10.59) 

Note that the fiber of Vq(jC) at a point x can be canonically identified with 
C/m^^C and the map a m at a point x is given by assigning to a section 
s e V the element s mod mg' ) + 1 £. If m = 0, we get = C and the 

map is the usual map given by evaluating a section at a point x. 

Suppose that (V, C) defines a morphism / : C — > P(V) such that the in- 
duced morphism / : C — > /(C) = Co is the normalization map. We have 
C = /*(C P (1)). Let V m C V£{C) be the image of a m . Since the composi- 
tion of ct\ with the projection Vq — > £ is generically surjective (because Co 
spans P(V)), the map «i is generically surjective. Similarly, by induction, we 
show that a m is generically surjective for all m. Since C is a smooth curve, 
this implies that the sheaves V m are locally free of rank to + 1. They are called 
the osculating sheaves. Let 

a m :C-»G(m+l,7 v ) 

be the morphisms defined by the surjection a m : Vc — > "P m . The morphism 
o- m can be interpreted as assigning to each point x e C the TO-th osculating 
plane of /(C) at the point /(a;). Recall that it is a TO-dimensional subspace of 
¥(V) such that it has the highest-order contact with the branch of Co defined 
by the point x G C. One can always choose a system of projective coordi- 
nates in P(V) = P™ such that the branch of C corresponding to x can be 
parameterized in the ring of formal power series by 

t = 1, ti = t i+Sl+ - +Si + highest-order terms, i = l,...,n, (10.60) 

where Sj > 0. Then the osculating hyperplane is given by the equation t n = 0. 
The codimension 2 osculating subspace is given by t n -\ = t n = and so 
on. A point x € C (or the corresponding branch of /(C)) with si = . . . = 
s n = is called an ordinary point, other points are called hyperosculating or 
stationary points . It is clear that a point x is ordinary if and only if the highest 
order of tangency of a hyperplane at x is equal to n. For example, for a plane 
curve, a point is ordinary if the corresponding branch is nonsingular and not 
an inflection point. 
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The image a m (C) in G m (P") is called the m-th associated curve. Locally, 
the map a m is given by assigning to a point x E C the linear subspace of C™ +1 
generated by f(x)J'(x), f (m) (x), where / : C -> C n+1 is a local lift of 
the map / to a map to the affine space, and are its derivatives (see [266], 
Chapter II, §4). 

Let P("P m ) C x P(V) be the morphism corresponding to the surjection 
a m . The projection of the image to P(V) is called the m-th osculating devel- 
opable of (C, £, V) (or of Co). For m = 1 it is a ruled surface, called the 
developable surface or tangential surface of Co- 

Let r m be the degree of V m . We have already observed that the composi- 
tion of the map cr m with the Pliicker embedding is given by the sheaf det V m . 
Thus r m is equal to the degree of the m-th associated curve of Co- Also, 
we know that the degree of a curve in the Grassmannian G(m + 1, V v ) is 
equal to the intersection of this curve with the Schubert variety fl(A), where 
dim A = n—m—1. Thus r m is equal to the m-rank of Co, the number of hyper- 
osculating m-planes intersecting a general (n — m — 1) -dimensional subspace 
of P(y). Finally, we know that the 1-rank r x (called the rank of Co), divided 
by the number of tangents through a general point on the surface, is equal to 
the degree of the tangent surface. More generally, r m is equal to the degree of 
the m-th osculating developable (see [435]). The (n — l)-rank r n _i is called 
the class of Co- If we consider the (n — l)-th associated curve in G(n, n+ 1) 
as a curve in the dual projective space \V\, then the class of Co is its degree. 
The (n — l)-th associated curve C v is called the dual curve of Co. Note that 
the dual curve should not be confused with the dual variety of Co- The latter 
coincides with the (n — 2)-th osculating developable of the dual curve. 

Proposition 10.4.13 Let r = deg£ = deg /(C). For any point x £ C let 
Si{x) = Si, where the Sj 's are defined in (10.60), and fcj = X^ec s i( x )- Then 

m 

r m = (m + l)(r + m(g - 1)) - J^(to - i + l)fc; 

f=i 

and 

n 

^2(n - i + l)ki = {n+ l)(r + n(g - 1)). 

In particular, 

ri = 2(m+ff-l)-fci. 
Proof Formula (10.58) gives the degree of the sheaf of principal parts "P™(£). 
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We have an exact sequence 

_> v m -> Vg(C) J 7 -» 0, 

where J 7 is a skyscraper sheaf whose fiber at x £ C is equal to the cokernel 
of the map a m (x) : V — > £/mc.i£. It follows from formula (10.60) that 

dim^"(a;) is equal to si + (si+S2)H K S H Vs m ) = Y^"L l {m-i+l)s t . 

The standard properties of Chem classes give 

in 

degV m = degVZ(£)-h°(F) = {m+l){r +m{g-l))-J2( m - i + 1 ) k i- 

i=l 

The second formula follows from the first one by taking m = n in which case 
r n = (the surjection of bundles of the same rank Vc —> V n must be an 
isomorphism). □ 

Adding up r m _! and r m+1 and subtracting 2r m , we get the following. 

Corollary 10.4.14 

r OT _i - 2r m + r m+i = 2g - 2 - k m+1 , m = 0,...,n-l, (10.61) 

where r_i = r n = 0. 

The previous formulas can be viewed as the Pliicker formulas for space 
curves. Indeed, let n = 2 and C is a plane curve of degree g? and class d v . 
Assume that the dual curve C v has S ordinary nodes and k ordinary cusps. 
Applying Pliicker' s formula, we have 

d = d w (d w -l)-25-3n = 2d y +(d v (d v -3)-2S-2k)-k = 2d w +2g-2-n. 

In this case d v = ri, d = ro and k = fci, so the formulas agree. 

Example 10.4.15 If i?„ is a rational normal curve in P", then it has no hy- 
perosculating hyperplanes (since no hyperplane intersects it with multiplicity 
> n). So r m — (m + l)(n — m) = r n _ m _i. Its dual curve is a rational nor- 
mal curve in the dual space. Its tangential surface is of degree r\ = 2(n — 1) 
and the (n — l)-th osculating developable is the discriminant hypersurface for 
binary forms of degree n. For example, for n = 3, the tangential surface of 
i?3 is a quartic surface with equation QoQi + Q\ = 0, where Qq,Qi,Q2 
are some quadrics containing R3. To see this, one considers a rational map 
P 3 — » A/" v = P 2 defined by the net M of quadrics containing R3. After we 
blow-up P 3 along R3, we obtain a regular map Y — > P 2 which blows down the 
proper transform of the tangential surface to a conic in P 2 . Its equation can be 
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chosen in the form foil + if = 0. The preimage of this conic is the quartic sur- 
face Q0Q1 + Q\ = 0. It contains R3 as its double curve. Also, it is isomorphic 
to the discriminant hypersurface for binary forms of degree 3. 

Conversely, assume that C has no hyperosculating hyperplanes. Then all 
ki = 0, and we get 

n-1 

2J (n - m)(r m -i - 2r m + r m+i ) = -{n + l)r (10.62) 

m=0 
n-1 

= iji - m)(2g - 2) = n(n + l)(g - 1). 

m=0 

This implies g = and ro = n. 

The computation from the previous example (10.62) can be used to obtain 
the formula for the number W of hyperosculating points of a curve C embed- 
ded in P ra by a linear series of degree d (see also [279], Lemma 5.21). 

Proposition 10.4.16 The number of hyperosculating points, counting with 
multiplicities, is equal to 

W= (n + l)(d + n(g-l)). (10.63) 
Proof Applying (10.61), we obtain 

n n n— 1 

W = ^2( s i( x ) + ■■■ + Si(x)) = - i + l)ki = ^2(n- i)ki+i 

i£C i=l i=0 i=0 

n—1 n—1 

= J2(n-i)(2g-2)-J2(n- i){n-i - 2r t + r l+1 ) 

= (n+ l)n(g- 1) + (n + l)d= (n+l)(d + n(g - 1)). 

The number ^" =1 (si (a;) + • • • + Si(x)) should be taken as the definition of 
the multiplicity of a hyperosculating point x. A simple hyperosculating point 
satisfies Si(x) = . . . = s„_ 1 (x) = 0, s n (x) = 1. □ 

Example 10.4.17 Let C be an elliptic curve embedded in P" by a complete 
linear system | (77. + l)&o|, where xo is a point on C. Then the degree of E is 
equal to n + 1 and formula (10.63) gives W — (n + l) 2 . This is equal to the 
number of (n+l)-torsion points of C in the group law defined by the choice xq 
as the zero point. Of course, each such point 2; satisfies (n+l)x 6 |(n + l)xo|, 
and hence is a hyperosculating point. The formula shows that there are no other 
hyperosculating points. 
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In particular, we see that k{ = for i < n, hence the degree r\ of the 
tangential surface is equal to 2(n + 1). Also, if n > 2, the dual of C is a curve 
of degree — 3(n + 1). It has (n + l) 2 singular points corresponding to 
(n + l) 2 hyperosculating planes. 

Example 10.4.18 Assume C is a canonical curve in P 9_1 . Recall that a We/er- 
strass point of a smooth curve of genus g > 1 is a point x such that 

+ + -») >0. 

»=i 

Let = h°(x) + ■ ■ ■ + h°(ix). We have ai = 1 and a* = i if and only 
if h°(x) = . . . = h°(ix) = 1. By Riemann-Roch, this is equivalent to that 
h°(Kc — ix) = g — i, i.e. the point x imposes the expected number of condi- 
tions for a hyperplane to have a contact with C of order i at x. A point £ is a 
Weierstrass point if and only if there exists i < g such that the number of such 
conditions is less than expected by the amount equal to a; — i. With notation 
(10.60), this shows that 

si + h s,_i = a,i — i, i = 2,...,g. 

In particular, the point x is hyperosculating if and only if it is a Weierstrass 
point. Applying formula (10.63), we obtain the number of Weierstrass points 

W = g{g 2 -\). (10.64) 

Since h°(2x) = 1 for all points on C (because C is not hyperelliptic), we get 
k\ — 0. Applying Proposition 10.4.13, we obtain that the rank r\ of C is equal 
to 6( 5 -l). 

Assume that C is general in the sense that all Weierstrass points x are simple, 
i.e. W(x) = 1. It follows from the proof of Proposition 10.4.16 that Si(x) = 
0, i < g — 1, and s„_i(x) = 1. Thus k m = 0, m < g — 1, and fc 5 _i — W — 
g(g 2 — l). It follows from Proposition 10.4.13 that r m = (m+2)(m+l)(g— 1) 
for 1 < m < g — 2 and r g _2 = g(g — l) 2 . The latter number coincides with 
the class of C. For example, if g — 3, we get ri — 12 and the 24 Weierstrass 
points are cusps of C. If g — 4, we get r\ — 18 and r2 = 36. We have 
60 hyperosculating planes at Weierstrass points. The linear system of cubics 
through C defines a birational map from P 3 to a cubic hypersurface in P 4 with 
an ordinary double point. The image of the tangential surface is the enveloping 
cone at the node, the intersection of the cubic with its first polar with respect to 
the node. Its degree is equal to 6, so the tangential surface is the proper inverse 
image of the cone under the rational map. 

We refer for the proof of the following Proposition to [435]. 
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Proposition 10.4.19 Let / v : C — » (P") v be the normalization of the n—1- 
th associated curve of f : C —> P", the dual curve of /(C). Then 

(i) r m (/ v (C)) = r„_ ro _ 1 (/(C)); 
(U) (/ v ) v - /; 

Recall from Chapter 1 that the dual variety of Co is the closure in (P") v of 
the set of tangent hyperplanes to smooth points of Cq. If <o = f(%) is a smooth 
point, the set of tangent hyperplanes at ir is a codimension 2 subspace of the 
dual space equal to (n — 2)-th developable scroll of the dual curve. By the 
duality, we obtain that the dual of the (n — 2)-th developable scroll of a curve 
Co is the dual curve of Co- In particular, if n = 3, we obtain that the dual of 
the tangential surface to a nondegenerate curve Co in P 3 is the dual curve of 
Co, and the dual of a nondegenerate curve Co in P 3 is the tangential surface of 
its dual curve. 

Proposition 10.4.20 Let S be a ruled surface in P 3 . The following properties 
are equivalent: 

( i) S is a developable surface; 

( ii) S is a tangential surface corresponding to some curve Co lying on S; 
(Hi) the tangent lines of the curve Co C Gi(P 3 ) parameterizing the rul- 
ings are contained in Gi(P 3 ). 

Proof (i) =>- (ii). Consider the Gauss map 7 : S — ► (P 3 ) v which assigns to a 
smooth point x G S the embedded tangent plane T X (C). Obviously, 7 blows 
down generators of S, hence the image of S is a curve Co in the dual space. 
This curve is the dual variety of S. Its dual variety is our surface S, and hence 
coincides with the tangential surface of the dual curve Co of Co- 

(ii) => (iii) Let qc : Zc — > C be the projection from the incidence variety 
and D £ \Oz a (l)\. The tangent plane at points of a ruling £ x cuts out the 
ruling with multiplicity 2. Thus the linear system \D — 2£ x ) \ is non-empty (as 
always, we identify a ruling with a fiber of qc). The exact sequence 

Zc (D - 24) -> Zc (D - 4) -> O tx (D - 4) - 

shows that h°(Oi x (D— 4)) = 1, Le. \D— 4 1 has a base pointy (x) on 4- TMs 
means that all plane sections of S containing 4 nave residual curves passing 
through the same point y(x) on 4- Obviously, this implies that the point y(x) 
is a singular point of S and the differential of the projection pc ■ Zc — ► S at 
y(x) is not surjective. Applying Proposition 10.1.14, we obtain that the tangent 
line 14(C) is contained in the a-plane fl(y(x)) C Gi(P 3 ). 
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(iii) => (i) Applying Proposition 10.1.14, we obtain that each l x has a point 
y(x) such that its image in S is a singular point and the differential of pc at 
y(x) is not surjective. This implies that y(x) is a base point of the linear system 
| D — £ x | on l x . As above, this shows that \D — 2l x \ is not empty and hence 
there exists a plane tangent to S at all points of the ruling l x . □ 

The set of points y(x) E £ x ,x E C is a curve Co on S such that each ruling 
l x is tangent to a smooth point on Co- So S is the tangential surface of Co. The 
curve Co is called the cuspidal edge of the tangent surface. It is a curve on S 
such that at its general point s the formal completion of Og, s is isomorphic to 

C[[z 1 ,z 2 ,z 3 ]]/(z 1 2 + z|). 

10.4.4 Quartic ruled surfaces in P 3 

Here we will discuss the classification of quartic ruled surfaces in P 3 due to 
A. Cayley and L. Cremona. Note that we have already classified ruled surfaces 
of degree 3 in Chapter 9. They are non-normal cubic surfaces and there are 
two kinds of them. The double curve V is a line and the map D(f) — > V is an 
irreducible (reducible) degree 2 cover. The surface Zq is isomorphic to Fi = 
P(Opi © Opi(-l)). The linear system \h\ that gives the map / : F x — > P 3 is 
equal to |eo + 2f|, where eo is the divisor class of the exceptional section Eq 
and f is the class of a fibre. The curve D(f) G \h — f| = \(q + f|. In the first 
case the surface S has ordinary singularities and D(f) is an irreducible curve. 
In the second case D(f) S \h\ and consists of the exceptional section and a 
fibre. Now let us deal with quartic surfaces. We do not assume that the surface 
has only ordinary singularities. We start with the following. 

Proposition 10.4.21 The genus of a ruled quartic surface is equal to or 1. 

Proof A general plane section H of S is a plane quartic. Its geometric genus 
g is the genus of S. If g — 3, the curve H is nonsingular, hence S is normal 
and therefore nonsingular. Since K$ = 0, it is not ruled. If g — 2, the singular 
curve of S is a line. The plane sections through the line form a linear pencil 
of cubic curves on S. Its preimage on the normalization X of S is a pencil 
of elliptic curves. Since X is a P 1 -bundle over a curve of genus 2, a general 
member of the pencil cannot map surjectively to the base. This contradiction 
proves the assertion. □ 

So, we have two classes of quartic ruled surfaces: rational ruled surfaces 
(g = 0) and elliptic ruled surfaces (g — 1). Each surface S is defined by some 
curve Co of degree 4 in Gi(P 3 ). We denote by X the minimal ruled surface 
P(£) obtained from the universal family Zc by the base change v : C — * 
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Co, where v is the normalization map. We will denote by Eq an exceptional 
section of X defined by choosing a normalized vector bundle £q with P(£o) 
isomorphic to X. 

We begin with classification of rational quartic ruled surfaces. 

Proposition 10.4.22 A rational quartic ruled surface is a projection of a 
rational normal scroll S2.5 or Si, 5 of degree 4 in P 5 . 

Proof Let \h\be the linear system of hyperplane sections on the quartic ra- 
tional normal scroll S a . n — F e . We have \h\ = \to + kf\, where k > e. Since 
h 2 = 4, we get 2k + e = 4. This gives two solutions (e, k) = (0, 2), (2, 1). In 
the first case we get the scroll 6*2,5 — Fo> m me second case we get the scroll 



Let D(/) be the double-point divisor class. We know that the singular curve 
r on S is the image of a curve D(f) from D(/) on X, where X = S 2 ,5 or 
Si, 5. Applying (10.52), this gives 



Since a general plane section of S is a rational curve, D(f) and T consists of 
at most three irreducible components. The linear system 



maps a component Di of D(f) to an irreducible component of T of degree 
d{ = —H ■ Di, where m t is the degree of the map Di — > I\. The number mi 
is equal to the multiplicity of a general point on I\ as a singular point of the 
surface unless Tj is a curve of cusps. In the latter case = 1, but Di enters 
D with multiplicity 2. A fiber F x — 7r~ 1 (a;) could be also a part of D. In this 
case r has a singular point at v(x). If it is an ordinary double point, the fiber 
component enters with multiplicity 1 , if it is a cusp, it enters with multiplicity 
2. Other cases will not occur. Finally, we use that dim \h — Dj\ > if Tj is 
contained in a plane, i.e. a line or a conic. 

This gives us the following cases making a "rough classification" according 
to the possible singular locus of the surface. 



1. X = : 

(i) D(f) =D u dx = 3; 

(ii) D(f) =D X + D a , Di € |e |,D 2 e |e + 2f|,d 1 = 1, d 2 = 2; 



Si, 5 — F2. 



□ 




\h\ = 



|e + 2f| i£X=S 2 , B , 
|e + 3f| ifX=S 1)5 , 
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(iii) D{f)=D 1 +D 2 + F 1 +F 2 ,D 1 ,D 2 e |e |, d x = d 2 = 1; 

(iv) D(f) = 2D 1 ,D 1 G leo + fUi = 1; 

(iv) ' D(f)=2D 1 ,D 1 e |eo + f|,di = 3; 

(v) D(/) = 2D 1 + 2i?i > £>ie|eoUi = l; 

(vi) D(f) = 2D 1 +F 1 +F 2 ,D 1 G |e |,di = 2; 
(vi)' D(/)=2Di + 2Ji 1 D 1 G|e |,di = 2. 

2. X = S li5 : 

(i) D{f) = D 1 ,d 1 = 3; 

(ii) D(f) = E + D 1 + F,D 1 G |e + 3f|,di = l,d 2 = 2; 

(iii) £>(/) = 2£ + 2Fx + 2F 2 , dx = 1; 

(iv) D(f) = 2D 1 ,D 1 G |eo + 2f|,di = 1. 

Theorem 10.4.23 There are 12 different types of rational quartic ruled sur- 
faces corresponding to 12 possible cases from above. 

Proof It suffices to realize all possible cases from above. By Proposition 
10.4.22, the different types must correspond to different choices of the cen- 
ter of the projection in P 5 . 

Let us introduce some special loci in P 5 which will play a role for choosing 
the center of the projection. 

We will identify curves on Fo with their images in 6*2,5. A conic directrix is 
a curve E G | Co j - Consider the union of planes spanning the E's. It is a scroll 
Ei of dimension 3 parameterized by |eo| — P 1 . Let us compute its degree. 
Fix two generators F\ and F 2 of Fo. Then \h — F\ — F 2 \ = \to\. If we fix 
three pairs of generators F± , F 2 , i — 1, 2, 3, each spanning a P 3 , then we 
can establish a correspondence T of tridegree (1, 1, 1) on |eo| X |eo| X |eo| such 
that the point (x, y, z) G T corresponds to three hyperplanes from each linear 
system \h — f[^ — F 2 \ which cut out the same curve E G | Co | - The three 
hyperplanes intersect along the plane spanning E. This shows that our scroll is 
the join of three disjoint lines in the dual P 5 which can be identified with the 
same P 1 . Applying formula (10.49), we obtain that the degree of Si is equal 
to 3. 

The next scroll we consider is the union E2 of 3-dimensional spaces spanned 
by tangent planes of 5*2,5 along points on a fixed generator. This 3-dimensional 
space is spanned by the tangent lines of two fixed conic directrices at the points 
where they intersect the generator. Thus our scroll is the join of the tangential 
scroll of the two directrices with respect to the correspondence between the 
directrices defined by the generators. The degree of this scroll is given by the 
formula in Example 10.4.3. Since the tangent lines of a conic are parameterized 
by the conic, and the two conies are disjoint, the degree of S 2 is equal to 4. 
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Obviously, £j is a 2-directrix of £2. Since the tangent plane to £2,5 at a point 
x is spanned by the generator passing through this point and the tangent line 
of the conic directrix passing through this point, we obtain that £2 coincides 
with the tangential scroll of 52.5. 

One more scroll is constructed as follows. Consider directrices of ^2,5 de- 
fined by the images of curves T3 G |eo + f|. We identify them with the images. 
These are directrices of degree 3. Let £3 be the union of tangent planes to ^2,5 
at the points of T3. These tangent planes can be obtained as joins of tangent 
lines of T3 at points x G T3 and the points x' on a conic directrix E such that 
the points x, x' lie on the same generator. Thus £3 is obtained by construction 
from Example 10.4.3 as the join of the tangential scroll of T3 and the conic. 
The degree of the tangential scroll has been computed there; it is equal to 4. 
Thus the degree of £ 3 is equal to 4 + 2 — 1 = 5, where we subtracted 1 because 
the conic and T 3 meet at one point dropping the dimension of the join by 1. 

Let pi : 5*2.5 ~~ * S be the projection map from a line I. We will use the fact 
that any two points x 1; x-i in the double locus D(f) which are projected to the 
same point must lie on a secant of D(f) that passes through these points and 
intersects I. The secant becomes a tangent line if x\ — X2 is a critical point of 
Pi- 
rn Type 1 (i). 

Take a line £ in P 5 which intersects the quartic scroll £2 at four distinct points 
and is not contained in any 3 -dimensional space spanned by a cubic directrix 
T3 6 I Co + f|. Let D be an irreducible component of D(f) and let a; be a 
general point of D. We know from the classification of all possible components 
of D(f) that the degree of the projection map must be 2 or 3. If the degree is 
equal to 3, then D € | Cq + f| is a cubic directrix and its projection is a line. 
This implies that £ belongs to the linear span of D. By assumption on t this 
does not happen. So the degree is equal to 2. The map which assigns to a point 
x € D the intersection point of £ and the secant passing through a; is a degree 2 
map D — > I. The intersection points of £ with £2 are the branch points of this 
map. By Hurwitz's formula, the normalization of D is a genus 1 curve, hence 
the arithmetic genus is > 1. The classification of possible D's shows that this 
could happen only if D is a nonsingular curve from |2eo + 2f|. So this realizes 
type l(i). 

The quartic scroll S can be described as follows. Consider a normal ra- 
tional cubic curve R3 in P 3 and let S be the set of its secants contained in 
a non-special linear line complex. The set of secants of R3 is a surface in 
G = Gi(P 3 ) of degree 4 in its Pliicker embedding. This can be seen by com- 
puting its cohomology class in G. A general a-plane f2(p) contains only one 
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secant. A general /3-plane Q(H) contains three secants. This shows that the 
degree of the surface of secants is equal to 4. The surface must be a Veronese 
surface in P 5 because it does not contain lines. The intersection of the sur- 
face with a general linear line complex is a curve C of degree 4. It defines a 
quartic ruled surface Sc- Take a point p G R 3 and consider the set of secants 
£ x ,x G C such that p G £ x . The intersection of the Schubert plane Cl(p, P 3 ) 
with the Veronese surface is a conic. Its intersection with the linear line com- 
plex must consist of two lines. Thus each point of i? 3 lies on two generators of 
the surface Sc- The curve R3 is the double curve of S. 

• Type 1 (ii). 

In this case we take I intersecting Si at some point x in the plane spanned 
by some conic directrix D G |e |. The projection of D is a line and the map 
is 2: 1 . Note that in this case the point x is contained in two tangents to D so 
two of the four intersection points of £ and S 2 coincide. It also shows that Si 
is contained in the singular locus of S 2 . The remaining two points in £ n S 2 
are the branch points of the double cover E' — > £, where D' G |co + 2f| is 
the residual component of D(f). Arguing as in the above we see that D' is a 
smooth rational curve of degree 4. Its projection is a conic. 

• Type 1 (iii). 

This time we take £ intersecting Si at two points pi,p 2 . These points lie in 
planes II 1 and II 2 spanned by directrix conies E\ and E 2 - The projection from 
£ maps these conies to disjoint double lines of S. Let us now find two gen- 
erators Fi and F 2 which are projected to the third double line. Consider the 
pencil Vi of lines in the plane H with base point p^ By intersecting the lines 
of the pencil with the conic Ei, we define an involution on Ei and hence an 
involution -fi on the pencil |f| = P 1 (interchanging the generators intersecting 
Ei at two points in the involution). Now we have two involutions on |f| whose 
graphs are curves of type (1,1). They have two common pairs in the involution 
which give us two generators on S 2 ,5 intersecting Ei at two points on a line 
through pi. The 3-dimensional subspace spanned by £, l\ and £ 2 contains the 
two generators. They are projected to a double line of S. 

• Type 1 (iv). 

The image of Di on £2,5 is a rational normal cubic i? 3 spanning a 3-plane M 
of P 5 . We project from a general line contained in M. The restriction of the 
projection to D\ is a degree 3 map. So the projection of D\ is a triple line of 
S. 
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Another possibility here is to project from a line directrix I of the tangen- 
tial scroll £3. Each point on I lies in a tangent plane to a cubic directrix 
T3 £ \Eq + F\. So the projection from I maps T3 to a rational curve R3 
of degree 3 and maps the tangent lines to T3 to tangent lines to R3. Thus the 
scroll S is a developable quartic surface considered in Example 10.4.15. Let 
us find a line directrix on £3. We know that S3 is equal to the image of a pro- 
jective bundle P(£), where £ is a vector bundle over P 1 of rank 3 and degree 
5. Thus dcg£ v (l) — — 5 + 3 = —2, and applying Riemann-Roch, we obtain 
h°(£ v (l)) > deg£ v (l) + 3 > 0. This implies that there is a nontrivial map 
of sheaves £ — ► Opi(l). Let C be the image of this map. It defines a section 
a : P 1 -> P(£) such that cr*(C P(£) (l)) = £. Thus the restriction of Of (e)(1) 
to D = ^(P 1 ) is of degree < 1. Since £3 is a scroll in our definition, the sheaf 
Cp(£)(l) is ample, hence the degree must be equal to 1. So, the image of D in 
£3 is a line directrix. 

• Type 1 (v). 

This is a degeneration of the previous case. The rational normal cubic degen- 
erates into the union of a directrix conic and a generator. The projection is a 
degree 2 map on the conic and degree 1 on the line. The double curve T is a 
triple line. It is a generator and a directrix at the same time. Through each point 
on T passes two generators other than itself. As in the previous case a plane 
containing T contains only one of other generators. 

• Type 1 (vi). 

Consider a hyperplane section L (~l £1, where L contains two generators F\ 
and F2 of 5*2,5. The quartic curve L n S2, 5 consists of the two generators and 
a directrix conic D from | Co ] - Thus the cubic surface L n £1 contains a plane, 
and the residual surface is a quadric Q containing D. Take a line I in the 3- 
dimensional subspace M spanned by Fx and F2 that is tangent to the quadric 
MnQ. The projection from I maps 6*2,5 to a quartic ruled surface with double 
line equal to the image of the two generators F\ and F2 and the cuspidal conic 
equal to the image of the directrix conic D. 

• Type 1 (vi)'. 

The same as the previous case, but we choose L to be tangent along a generator 
Fi . The double locus is a reducible cuspidal cubic. 

• Type 2 (i). 

Type 2 corresponds to a projection of the rational normal quartic scroll Si. 5 = 
F2 in ¥'°. The exceptional section Eq is a line directrix on 6*1,5. The curves 
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from the linear system |eo + 2f | are cubic directrices. The analog of the tangen- 
tial scroll £2 here is the join S 2 of the tangential surface of a cubic directrix D 
with the line E - It is the union of 3-dimensional spaces spanned by a tangent 
line to D and E . We know that the the tangential scroll of rational normal cu- 
bic is of degree 4. Thus the degree of S 2 is equal to 4. The rest of the argument 
is the same as in case 1 (i). We take t intersecting S 2 at four distinct points and 
not contained in a 3-space spanned by a cubic directrix. The double curve is a 
smooth elliptic curve of degree 6 from \2t + 4f|. 

• Type 2 (ii). 

This time we take t intersecting the plane II spanned by E and a generator 
F. We also do not take it in any 3-plane spanned by a cubic directrix. Then E a 
and F will project to the same line on S, the double line. The residual part of 
the double locus must be a curve E from | Co + 3f|. Since no cubic directrix 
is a part of the double locus, we see that E is an irreducible quartic curve. Its 
image is a double conic on S. 

• Type 2 (iii). 

We choose a line I intersecting two planes as in the previous case. Since the 
two planes have a common line E , they span a 3-dimensional subspace. It 
contains three lines which are projected to the same line on S, a triple line of 
S. 

• Type 2 (iv). 

Take a cubic curve from |eo + 2f| and a line in the 3-dimensional space spanned 
by the cubic. The cubic is projected to a triple line. 

□ 

Remark 10.4.24 We have seen that a developable quartic surface occurs in 
case 1 (iv). Let us see that this is the only case when it may occur. 

The vector bundle of principal parts V c (£) must be given by an extension 

0^Q c ®C^V c (C) ->£^0, (10.65) 

where C is a rational cubic in P 3 and C — Oc (1) — Cp 1 (3). It is known that 
the extension 

- n c -> v c - o c - 0, 

from which the previous extension is obtained by twisting with £, does not 
split. Its extension class is defined by a nonzero element in Ext 1 (Op, Q c ) = 
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ff^C, Qq) = C (this is the first Chern class of the sheaf O r i (1)). After ten- 
soring (10.65) with Opi (—2) we get an extension 

Opi(-l) -> ^(£)(-2) -> Opi(l) -> 0. 

The locally free sheaf S = Vq(£)(—2) has 2-dimensional space of global sec- 
tions. Tensoring with (Dpi ( — 1) and using that the coboundary homomorphism 

H (¥\O P i) -> J ff 1 (P 1 ,C P i(-2)) 

is nontrivial, we obtain that £{— 1) has no nonzero sections, hence £ is a 
normalized vector bundle of degree defining the ruled surface P(£). There 
is only one such bundle over P 1 , the trivial bundle P i © P i. Untwisting 
£, we obtain that the sheaf "P^.(£) is isomorphic to P i(2) P i(2), so 
P(7 , ] ? (£)) = Fo and the complete linear system defined by the tautological 
invertible sheaf corresponding to "P]j(£) embeds Fo in P 5 as the rational nor- 
mal scroll 5*2,5. The double locus class D(/) must be divisible by 2, and the 
only case when it happens is type 1 (iv)'. 

We can also distinguish the previous cases by a possible embedding of 
the quartic curve Co parameterizing generators of S in G = Gi(P 3 ). Since 
deg Co = 4 in the Plucker embedding, the curve is always contained in a hy- 
perplane L on P 5 . If, furthermore, Co lies in a codimension 2 subspace, then 
this subspace is either contained in one tangent hyperplane of G or is equal to 
the intersection of two tangent hyperplanes (because the dual variety of G is a 
quadric). So we have the following possibilities: 

I Co is a rational normal quartic contained in a hyperplane L that is not tan- 
gent to G; 

II Co is a rational normal quartic contained in a hyperplane L which is tangent 
to G at a point not contained in Co ; 

III Co is a rational normal quartic contained in a hyperplane L which is tangent 
to G at a point contained in Co; 

IV Co is a rational quartic curve contained in the intersection of two different 
tangent hyperplanes of G; 

V Co is a rational quartic curve contained in a 3-dimensional subspace through 
which passes only one tangent hyperplane of G. The tangency point is an 
ordinary node of Co- 

A quartic surface of type 1 (i) or 1 (iv)' from Theorem 10.4.23 belongs to 
type I. Following W. Edge [199] we redenote types 1 (i) and 1 (iv)' with I. 

In type 1 (ii) the line component of the double curve is a directrix, so all 
generators belong to a linear complex tangent to Gi(P 3 ) at the point O rep- 
resenting this directrix. This is Edge's type II. Through any point p on the 
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directrix passes two generators, the point O belongs to a secant of Co formed 
by the line £l(p, II), where II is the plane spanned by the two generators. It is 
a nonsingular point of Co- We have Edge's type II (C). 

In type 1 (iii) we have two directrices which are not generators. This means 
that C is contained in the intersection of two special linear line complexes tan- 
gent to Gi(P 3 ) at two points. This is type IV (B). The tangency points corre- 
spond to the line directrices on S. The curve Co is contained in the intersection 
of two special linear line complexes that is a nonsingular quadric. The curve 
Co has an ordinary node at the point corresponding to two generators mapped 
to a double line on F. 

In type 1 (iv), the triple line is a directrix of S, so we are again in case II 
but in this case the point O intersects the a-plane Q(p) at three non-collinear 
points and intersects the /3-plane f2(II) at one point. This is Edge's type II (A). 

In case 1 (v) the double curve is a triple line. One of the generators F is 
contained in D(f) with multiplicity 2 and is mapped to the triple line. Thus S 
is contained in a unique special line complex which is tangent to G at a cusp 
of Co- Since Co is singular, it is contained in a 3-dimensional space. So C is 
contained in a quadric cone equal to the intersection of Gi(P 3 ) with two linear 
line complexes. The singular point of this cone is the singular point of C . This 
is Edge's Type III (A). 

In type 1 (vi) two generators on S 2 ,5 are projected to a double generator of 
S. The curve C has an ordinary double point, hence it lies in two linear line 
complexes. The double generator is the only line directrix on S. Thus there is 
only one special linear line complex containing S and its tangency point is an 
ordinary double point of Co - This is Edge's type V (A). In case 1 (vi)', we also 
have type V (A), only this time the singular point of Co is a cusp. 

In type 2 (i) the line directrix £ corresponding to Eo defines a line complex 
containing C. Thus we are in type II. The Schubert plane Q(p, P 3 ),p e £, 
contains only one point, the a-plane Q(n),£ C n, contains three points. This 
is Edge's type II (B). 

In type 2 (ii) we have a line directrix which is at the same time a generator 
g. This shows that we are in type III. The curve C has a cuspidal singularity at 
the point O corresponding to the generator g. The curve C intersects any plane 
f2(p, P 3 ),_p € g, in one point and every plane fi(7r, P 3 ), g C ir, at two points. 
This is Edge's type III (B). 

In type 2 (iii) we have a triple line on S formed by the projection of the 
line directrix E of 6*2,5 an d its two generators. We are in case V, where the 
singular point of C is the singular point of the quadric cone. This is Edge's 
typeV(B). 

In type 2 (iv) we have a triple line projected from a rational cubic curve. We 
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have two line directrices of S, one is a triple line. The curve C is nonsingular. 
This is Edge's type IV (A). 

Next, we have to classify elliptic ruled quartic surfaces in P 3 . Let tt : X — > 
C be a minimal ruled surface with a base C. We write X in the form X = 
P(£o)> where £o is a normalized rank 2 locally free sheaf. Since Kc = in 
our case, the canonical class formula (1.33) gives 

K x = -2e + 7r*(a). (10.66) 

By the adjunction formula, = Eq + Kx ■ Eq = —Eq + deg a. Thus, a = 
deg a = e§ < 0. 

Let \h\be the linear system on X which defines the normalization map / : 
X — > S. We can write h = eo + mf, where f is the class of a fibre. Since h 
is ample, intersecting both sides with eo, we get m + a > 0. We also have 
h 2 = 2m + a = 4. This gives two possibilities a = 0, m — 2 and a — —2 and 
to = 3. In the second case h ■ to = 1, hence \h\ has a fixed point on Eq. This 
case is not realized (it leads to the case when S is a cubic cone). The formula 
for the double-point locus gives D(/) = 2h — 7r*(0), where d — degd = 4. 
Thus we obtain 

ff=e + 2f, c 2 = 0, D(f) = 2e . 

By Riemann-Roch, dim = 3. Since dim \h — to] = dim |2f| = 1, we obtain 
that the image of Eo is a line. Since the restriction of \h\ to Eo is a linear 
series of degree 2, the image of Eq is a double line. We have two possibilities: 
D(f) consists of two curves Eo + E' , or D(f) is an irreducible curve D with 
h ■ D = 4. Since \h — D\ = 0, we obtain that the image of D is a space quartic, 
so it cannot be the double locus. This leaves us with two possible cases: D(f) 
is the union of two disjoint curves + E' , or D(f) = 2Eq. 

In the first case H ■ E = H ■ E Q = 2 and dim \h - E \ = dim \h - E' \ = 
dim |2f| = 1. This shows that the images of Eo and E' are two skew double 
lines on S. The curve C is a nonsingular elliptic curve in Gi(P 3 ). It spans 
a 3-dimensional subspace equal to the intersection of two special linear line 
complexes. 

Since X = ¥(£) has two disjoint sections with self-intersection 0, the sheaf 
£ splits into the direct sum L\ £2 of invertible sheaves of degree 0. This 
easily follows from [281], Chapter V, Proposition 2.9. One of them must have 
a nonzero section, i.e. must be isomorphic to Oc- So we obtain 

X = ¥(O c ®O c (a)), 
where deg a = 0. Note that X cannot be the direct product CxP 1 because in 
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this case the image of any C x {x} must be a double line, in other words, in 
this case \H\ defines a degree 2 map. So, we have a ~ 0. 

In the second case, two double lines come together forming the curve of 
tacnodes. In this case the curve C lies only in one special linear line complex. 
The pencil of hyperplanes containing C intersects the dual Klein quadric at 
one point. 

Let (7 ; £ — ► C>c( e ) be the surjective map of sheaves corresponding to the 
section E n . Since deg£ = dega = 0, we have degKer(cr) = 0. Thus £ can 
be given as an extension of invertible sheaves 

-» O c (b) -» £ -> O c (a) -» 0, 

where deg b = 0. Suppose this extension splits, then X has two disjoint sec- 
tions with self-intersection zero. By the above, we see that the map defined by 
the linear system \h\ maps each section to a double line of S. This leads to the 
first case. So in our case, there are no disjoint sections, and hence the extension 
does not split. This implies that Ext 1 (O c (a), O c (b)) = H\C, O c (t-b)) ^ 
{0}. This is possible only if b ~ O. Since £ has a nonzero section, we also 
have H°(C,Oc(o)) {0}, i.e. e ~ 0. Thus we obtain that £ is given by a 
non-split extension 

-> O c -> £ -> O c 0. 

In fact, it is known that any elliptic ruled surface with = which corre- 
sponds to a non-split vector bundle, must be isomorphic to the ruled surface 
P(£), where £ is defined by the above extension (see [281], Chapter V, Theo- 
rem 2.15). 

Let us summarize our classification in the following Table 10.1. 



Type 


Double cuve 


Edge 


Cremona 


Cayley 


Sturm 


I (i),(iv)' 


Rs 


I 


1 


10 


III 


I(ii) 


L+K 


11(C) 


2 


7 


V 


I (iii) 


L+L'+G 


IV (B) 


5 


2 


VII 


I(v) 


3L 


11(A) 


8 


9 


IX 


I(iv) 


3L 


III (A) 


3 




XI 


I (vi),(vi)' 


2L+G 


V(A) 


6 


5 


VIII 


II (i) 


Rs 


11(B) 


7 


8 


IV 


II (ii) 


L+K 


III (B) 


4 




VI 


II (iii) 


3L 


V(B) 


10 


6 


XII 


II (iv) 


3L 


IV (A) 


9 


3 


X 


9 = 1 


L+L 


VI(A) 


11 


1 


I 


9 = 1 


2L 


VI(B) 


12 


4 


II 



Table 10.1 Quartic ruled surfaces 
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Here i? 3 denotes a curve of degree 3, L denotes a line, K is a conic and G 
is a generator. 

A finer classification of quartic ruled surfaces requires to describe the pro- 
jective equivalence classes. We refer to [449] for a modern work on this. Here 
we explain, following [50], only the fine classification assuming that the dou- 
ble curve is a Veronese cubic i? 3 . First, by projective transformation we can 
fix i?3 which will leave us only with the 3-dimensional subgroup G of PGL(4) 
leaving i? 3 invariant. It is isomorphic to PSL(2). 

Let J\f be the net of quadrics in P 3 that contains i? 3 . It defines a rational map 
a : P 3 — » Af v . The preimage of a point s in Af v , i.e. a pencil in TV, is the 
base locus of the pencil. It consists of the curve i? 3 plus a line intersecting i? 3 
at two points. This makes an identification between points in J\f v = P 2 and 
secants of i? 3 . The preimage of a conic K in AT V is a quartic surface which 
is the union of secants of i? 3 . It is a quartic ruled surface. Conversely, every 
quartic ruled surface S containing R 3 as its double curve is obtained in this 
way. In fact, we know that S is the union of secants of i? 3 and hence the linear 
system of quadrics containing i? 3 should blow down each secant to a point in 
7V V . The preimage of a general line in the plane is a quadric that cuts out on S 
a curve of degree 8 that consists of the curve i? 3 taken with multiplicity 2 and 
two lines. This shows that the image of S is a conic. Thus we find a bijection 
between quartic surfaces with double curve i? 3 and conies in the plane. The 
group G is naturally isomorphic to the group of projective transformations 
of A/" v . It is well known that the projective representation of PSL(2) in P 2 
leaves a nonsingular conic £ invariant. The quartic surface corresponding to € 
is the only quartic surface invariant under G. This is, of course, the developable 
quartic ruled surface (see Example 10.4.15). In this way our classification is 
reduced to the classification of orbits in the space of nonsingular conies P 5 
under the action of the group PSL(2) of projective automorphisms leaving £ 
invariant. The orbit space is of dimension 2. Let K be a conic different from 
£. There are five possible cases for the intersection K n £: four distinct points; 
one double coincidence, two double coincidences, one triple coincidence and 
one quartuple coincidence. Together with £ it gives six different types. The 
first type has two parameters, the cross ratio of four points and a point in the 
pencil of conies with the same cross ratio. The second type is a one-parameter 
family. All other types have finitely many orbits. We refer for explicit equations 
to [449] and [50]. 

There are many direct geometric constructions of quartic ruled surfaces. The 
first historical one uses Cayley's construction of a ruled surface as the union 
of lines intersecting three space curves (see Example 10.4.11). For example, 
taking (di,d 2 ,d 3 ) = (2,2,1) and (012, ai 3 , a 23 ) = (2,0,1) gives a quartic 
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ruled surface with a double conic and a double line that intersect at one point. 
Another construction is due to L. Cremona. It is a special case of the con- 
struction from Example 10.4.3, where we take the curves C\ and C2 of degree 
2. If the two conies are disjoint, a correspondence of bidegree (1,1) gives a 
quartic ruled surface. In the next Subsection we will discuss a more general 
construction due to B. Wong [601]. 

Finally, we reproduce equations of quartic ruled surfaces (see [199], p. 69). 

I : Q(xz — y 2 7 xw — yz, yw — z 2 ) = 0, 

where Q = dijtitj is a nondegenerate quadratic form; 

i<j<i<3 

11(A) : zy 2 (ay + bx) + wx 2 (cy + dx) — ex 2 y 2 = 0; 

11(B) : same as in (I) with a\ 2 + ^22^13 — 4ai2a 2 3 + a n a33 = 0; 

11(C) : (cyz + bxz + axy + zw — wx) 2 — xz(ax — by + cz) 2 = 0; 
111(A) : ax 2 y 2 - (x + y)(x 2 w + y 2 z) = 0; 
111(B) : (xw + yz + azw) 2 — zw(x + y) 2 = 0; 
IV (A) : x(az + bw)w 2 — y(cz + dw)z 2 = 0; 
IV (B) : y 2 z 2 + axyzw + w 2 (bz + cx)x = 0, 

(yz — xy + awx) 2 — xz(x — z + bw) 2 = 0; 
V(A) : : (yz — xy + axw) 2 — xz(x — z) 2 = 0; 

V(B) : (az 2 + bzw + cw 2 )(yz — xw) — z 2 w 2 = 0; 
VI (A) : ax 2 w 2 + xy(bz 2 + czw + dw 2 ) + ey 2 z 2 = 0; 
VI(B) : (xw — yz) 2 + (ax 2 + bxy + cy 2 )(xw — yz) + 
(dx 3 + ex 2 y + fxy 2 + gy 3 )x = 0. 



10.4.5 Ruled surfaces in P rf and the tetrahedral line complex 

Fix a pencil Q of quadrics in P 3 with a nonsingular base curve. The pencil con- 
tains exactly four singular quadrics of corank 1 . We can fix coordinate systems 
to transform the equations of the quadrics to the diagonal forms 

3 3 



The singular points of four singular quadrics in the pencil are the reference 
points Pl = [1,0,0,0], p 2 = [0,1,0,0], P3 = [0,0,1,0], p 4 = [0, 0, 0, 1]. For 



654 



Geometry of Lines 



any point not equal to one of these points, the intersection of polar planes 
Px(Q):Q G Q, is a line in P 3 . This defines a rational map / : P 3 — » 
Gi(P 3 ) C P 5 whose image is a tetrahedral line complex K (see the end of 
Section 10.3.6). The Pliicker coordinates ptj of the line f([to,ti,t2, £3]) are 

Pij = (dibj - ajbi)titj. 

For any space curve G of degree m not passing through the reference points, 
its image under the map / is a curve of degree d — 2m in the tetrahedral 
complex. It defines a ruled surface Sc in P 3 of degree 2d, the union of lines 
f(x),x S G. If we consider the graph G/ C P 3 x Gi(P 3 ) of /, its projection 
to Gi(P 3 ) is the universal family Zc- Its projection to P 3 is our ruled surface. 

Let II be a plane in P 3 not containing any of the points p. L . The restriction of 
/ to II is given by the complete linear system of conies. Thus, its image /(II) 
is a Veronese surface embedded in Gi(P 3 ) as a congruence of secant lines of 
a rational normal curve i?n m P 3 - The curve Ru is the image of the map 

0n : Q = P 1 -> P 3 (10.67) 

which assigns to a quadric Q £ Q the intersection of polars P x (Q) , x € II. 
For any line I in II, the ruled surface Sg is a quadric containing Rjj. So, one 
can identify the net of quadrics containing i?n with the dual plane II V . More 
generally, for any curve G in II of degree m, the ruled surface Sc is a surface 
of degree 2m containing i?n- Consider a point x £ II as the intersection point 
of two lines t\ and in II. Then the line f(x) is contained in the intersection 
of the two quadrics Si 1 and Se 2 . Hence it coincides with a secant of the curve 
i?n- Thus, we obtain that generators of Sc are secants of i?n- If m = 2, this 
gives that /(G) is the intersection of a Veronese surface with a linear line 
complex, a general choice of II gives us quartic surfaces of type I (i). 

Take a line i in II. The quadric Si comes with a ruling on the quadrics whose 
generators are secants of i?n- The set of lines in II that parameterizes singular 
quadrics containing i?n is a conic in II V . The dual conic £ in II parameterizes 
pencils of quadrics containing i?n and its line tangent. The corresponding ruled 
quartic surface is the developable quartic surface, a special case of type I (iii). 
The points on the line are pencils of quadrics containing Qg. If I is tangent to 
£, then the tangency point is a pencil of quadrics which all tangent to i?3(II) 
at one point. The point is the singular point of a unique singular quadric in the 
pencil. 

The lines f(x),x £ £, are generators of the quadric Sg which intersect i?n 
at two points. If I is tangent to £ then St is a singular quadric and all the lines 
f(x),x £ £, pass through its singular point. The curve i?n also passes through 
this point. In this case, the line I intersects a curve G of degree m in II at m 
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points different from €, all the generators of Sc corresponding to these points 
must pass through one point on i?n- The converse is also true, if the generators 
f(x),x £ C, all pass through the same point on Rn, then these points lie on 
a line tangent to (£. Thus we obtain that i?n is m-multiple curve on Sc- This 
agrees with type l(i) of quartic ruled surfaces. Also note that C intersects £ at 
2m points corresponding to generators tangent to Ru- If m = 2, we get four 
torsal generators. 

Now, let us see what happens if we choose special plane II. For example, let 
us take II passing through one of the points pi, . . . ,P4, say p±. Then the map 
4>yi defined in (10.67) is not anymore of degree 3. In fact, it is not defined at 
the quadric Q which has p\ as its singular point. The map extends to a map of 
degree 2. Thus the cubic i?n degenerates to a conic. The lines in II correspond 
to quadrics containing the conic i?n and some line intersecting the conic. This 
is a degeneration of the singular curve to the union of a conic and a line. 

Finally, let us see how elliptic quartic surfaces arise. Take II passing through 
the points p\ and p 2 - Take a nonsingular cubic C in the plane which passes 
through pi and p 2 - The linear system of quadrics defining the rational map / 
has two of its base points on C. Thus its image in Gi(P 3 ) is a quartic elliptic 
curve. We see that a ruled surface of degree 6 which corresponds to a general 
cubic degenerates in this case to the union of a quartic surface and two planes 
(the images of the blow-ups of p\ and pj). The cubic i?n degenerates to a line, 
one of the two double lines of S. A quadric corresponding to a line through 
Pi or p2 degenerates to a plane with a choice of a pencil of lines in it. This 
plane does not depend on the line, but the pencil of lines in the plane does. The 
line passing through pi and p 2 is blown down under / to a point in Gi(P 3 ) 
defining the second double line of Sc- This is the intersection line of the planes 
corresponding to pi and p 2 . 



Exercises 

10.1 Let P n C C[t] be the space of polynomials of degree < n. Let /o, . . . , f m be a 
basis of a subspace L of P n of dimension m + 1. Consider the Wronskian of the set 
(/o, • ■ ■ , fm) 



W(f ,...,f m ) = det 



( fo h 
W) f[{t) 



fm \ 

Lit) 1 



\fi m \t) }[ m \t) ■■■ f ( m\t)) 
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Show that the map 

G m (P™)^P (m+1)( "- m) , L h- > [W(fo, f m )] 

is well defined and is a finite map of degree equal to the degree of the Grassmannian in 
its Pliicker embedding. 

10.2 Show that any ("J 1 ) — 1 lines in Gi(P n ), n > 3, lie in a linear line complex. 
Using this, prove that one can choose coordinates in P" so that any linear line complex 
can be given by Pliicker equations p±2 + Xp34, = 0, where A = if and only if the line 
complex is special. 

10.3 Show that the tangent lines of any smooth curve of genus g and degree d in ¥ n is 
contained in a linear line complex if 2(d + g — 1) < ("J 1 ) . 

10.4 Show that any fc-plane A of G m (P") coincides with the locus of m-planes in P n 
containing a fixed (m — l)-plane and contained in a fixed (m + fc)-plane or with the 
locus of m-planes contained in a fixed (k + l)-plane and containing a fixed (k — m)- 
plane. Identify these loci with appropriate Schubert varieties. 

10.5 Using the previous exercise, show that any automorphism of Gr-(P n ) arises from 
a unique projective automorphism of P" unless n — 2r + 1, in which case PGL(n + 1) 
is isomorphic to a subgroup of index 2 of Aut(G r (P n )). 

10.6 How many lines intersect a set of m general fc-planes in P n ? 

10.7 Show that Sec fe (Gi (P n )) is equal to the set of singular points of Sec fc+ i (Gi (P™)) 
forallfc = 0,...,[^]. 

10.8 Using Schwarzenberger vector bundles, prove that the projective plane embedded 
in Gi(P") as the surface of secants of a normal rational curve of degree d in P d is 
isomorphic to the Veronese surface 

10.9 Let Q\ and Q2 be two nonsingular quadrics in P 3 with a choice of a ruling of lines 
on each of them. Any general line £ intersects Q\ U Q2 at four lines, two from each 
ruling. Together with £, these lines span four planes in the pencil of planes through £. 
Show that the closure of the locus of lines £ such that the four planes is projectively 
equivalent to the four intersection points of £ with Qi and Q2 form a Battaglini line 
complex. Also show that any general Battaglini line complex can be obtained in this 
way [523]. 

10.10 Show that the linear system of quadrics in P 4 passing through a normal rational 
quartic curve R4 defines a rational map <!> : P 4 — » P 5 whose image is a nonsingular 
quadric in P 5 identified with the Klein quadric G(2, 4). Show that: 

(i) the secant variety Si (-R4) is mapped to a Veronese surface; 

(ii) the map $ extends to a regular map of the blow-up of P 4 along R4 that maps the 
exceptional divisor to a ruled hypersurface of degree 6 which is singular along the 
Veronese surface; 

(iii) the image of a hyperplane in P 4 is a tetrahedral line complex; 

(iv) the image of a plane in P 4 not intersecting R4 is a Veronese surface; 

(v) the image of a trisecant plane of R4 is a plane in G(2, 4). Show that planes from 
another family of planes are the images of cubic ruled surfaces singular along R4. 

10.11 Show that four general lines in P 4 determine the unique fifth one such that the 
corresponding points in Gi (P 4 ) C P 9 lie in the same three-dimensional subspace. Any 
plane which meets four lines meets the fifth line (called the associated line). 

10.12 Show that two linear line complexes £ u and X u i in Gi(P 3 ) are apolar to each 
other if and only if i u (X„< ) = <tu . 
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10.13 Show that a general web of linear line complexes in G\ (P 4 ) contains five special 
line complexes. 

10.14 Show that the projection of the Segre cubic primal from its nonsingular point is 
a double cover with branch locus isomorphic to a Kummer surface. 

10.15 Using the Schubert calculus, show that the variety of lines contained in a cubic 
hypersurface in P 4 with isolated singularities is a surface of degree 45 in the Pliicker 
embedding of Gi(P 4 ). Show that the variety of lines contained in the Segre cubic pri- 
mal S3 is a surface of degree 45 that consists of 15 planes and six del Pezzo surfaces of 
degree 5. 

10.16 Let AT be a general 2-dimensional linear system of quadrics in P 3 . Show that the 
union of lines contained in quadrics Q £ N is parameterized by a cubic line complex 
(called a Montesano line complex) [390]. 

10.17 Let pi,.. . ,p n d+i be points in P n in general linear position. A monoidal line 
complex consists of all codimension 2 linear subspaces IT of P n for which there exists 
a monoidal hypersurface with singular locus containing to II. Using the isomorphism 
G n _2(P n ) — Gi(P"), we consider it as a line complex. Show that the degree of a 
monoidal line complex is equal to |3d(d — 1) and it coincides with a Montesano line 
complex when n — d — 3 [177]. 

10.18 Consider a smooth curve C of degree d and genus g in P 3 and choose two general 
lines £ and £'. Find the degree of the scroll of lines that intersect C, £ and £' . 

10.19 Let F be a surface of degree 6 in P 3 which has the edges of the coordinate 
tetrahedron as its double lines. Find an equation of F and show that its normalization 
is an Enriques surface. 

10.20 Show that the Hessian of a developable quartic ruled surface is equal to the sur- 
face itself taken with multiplicity 2. The Steinerian in this case is the whole space [587]. 

10.21 Consider the embedding of the Klein quartic curve of genus 3 in P 3 given by the 
linear system |30|, where 8 is the unique even theta characteristic invariant with respect 
to the group of automorphisms of the curve. Show that each hyperosculating point is of 
multiplicity 2 and is equal to the image of an inflection point. 

10.22 Show that a generator intersecting the double curve of a ruled surface at a pinch 
point is a torsal generator. 

10.23 Classify all ruled surfaces in P 3 which have two line directrices. 

10.24 For each type of a quartic ruled surface, find the type of its dual quartic ruled 
surface. 

10.25 Find projective equivalence classes of quartic ruled surfaces with a triple line. 



Historical Notes 

The main sources for these notes are [360], [367], [522], [430], and [608]. Line 
Geometry originates from J. Pliicker who was the first to consider lines in 3- 
space as elements of a new four-dimensional space. These ideas had appeared 
first in [443] and the details were published much later in [444]. The study of 
lines in P 3 was very much motivated by mechanics and optics. An early dif- 
ferential geometrical treatment of line geometry can be found in the works of 
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E. Kummer [348] and [349]. The six Pliicker coordinates pij of a line were 
first introduced by H. Grassmann in 1844 [259] in a rather obscure notation. 
Unaware of the work of Grassmann, in 1859 A. Cayley introduced the coordi- 
nates in its modern form as six determinants of a 2 x 4-matrix and exhibited 
the quadric equation satisfied by the coordinates [80]. In a subsequent paper, 
under the same title, he introduced, what is now called the Chow form of a 
space curve. The notions of a linear line complex of lines and a congruence 
of lines (the intersection of two linear line complexes) are due to Pliicker, and 
the first proofs of some of his results were given by G. Battaglini [30]. Among 
other earlier contributers to theory of general line complexes we cite M. Pash 
[431]. 

Pliicker began the study of quadratic line complexes by introducing a sin- 
gular quartic surface with 16 nodes. Although, in a special case, many Pricker's 
results about quadratic line complexes were independently obtained by Battaglini. 
In his dissertation, and later published paper [335], Klein introduced the coor- 
dinate system determined by six mutually apolar linear line complexes and 
showed that the singular surface can be identified with a Kummer surface. The 
notion of the singular surface of a quadratic complex is due to Klein. We refer 
to [305] and [318] for the history of Kummer surfaces and their relationship 
with Line Geometry. We followed [318] in deriving the equation of a Kummer 
surface in Klein coordinates. 

Pliicker defined a linear complex as we understand it now, i.e. as a set of 
lines whose coordinates satisfy a linear equation. The set of lines in a linear 
complex passing through a point x lies in a plane II(a;); this defines a linear 
correlation from the space to the dual space. The correlations arising in this 
way satisfy the property x E H(x). They were first considered by G. Giorgini 
[245] and A. Mobius [389] and were called Nullsystems by von Staudt ([538], 
p. 191). The notions of a null-line and a null-plane belong to Mobius. Chasles' 
Theorem 10.2.10 gives a purely geometric definition of a Nullsystem [93]. 
Linear systems of linear line complexes were extensively studied in Sturm's 
book [550]. 

In 1868, in his Inauguraldissertation at Bonn published later in [335], [338], 

F. Klein pointed out that Weierstrass's theory of canonical forms for a pair of 
quadratic forms can be successfully used for the classification of quadratic line 
complexes. This was accomplished later by A. Weiler (see also [590], [517]). 
The classification consists of 49 different types of line complexes correspond- 
ing to different Segre symbols of the pencil of quadrics. As we have already 
noticed earlier, the Segre symbol was first introduced by A. Weiler [595] and 
Segre acknowledges this himself in [517]. In each case the singular surface 
is described. For example, some of the ruled quartic surfaces can be obtained 
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as singular surfaces of a degenerate quadratic complex. A full account of the 
classification and the table can be found in Jessop's book [318]. Many special 
quadratic line complexes were introduced earlier by purely geometric means. 
Among them are the tetrahedral line complexes and Battaglini's harmonic line 
complexes [31] considered in the present Chapter. A complete historical ac- 
count of tetrahedral line complexes can be found in Lie's book [360]. Its 
general theory is attributed to T. Reye [459] and even they are often called 
Reye line complexes. However, in different disguises, tetrahedral line com- 
plexes appear in much earlier works, for example, as the locus of normals to 
two confocal surfaces of degree 2 [42] (see a modern exposition in [525], p. 
376), or as the locus of lines spanned by an argument and the value of a pro- 
jective transformation [94], or as the locus of secants of twisted cubics passing 
through the vertices of a tetrahedron [400]. We refer to [480] and [284] for the 
role of tetrahedral line complexes in Lie's theory of differential equations and 
groups of transformations. 

Modern multi-linear algebra originates in Grassmann's work [258], [259]. 
We refer to [51] for the history of multilinear algebra. The editorial notes 
for the English translation of [259] are very helpful for understanding Grass- 
mann's work. As a part of Grassmann's theory, a linear k-dimensional subspace 
of a linear space of dimension n corresponds to a decomposable fc-vector. Its 
coordinates can be taken as the coordinates of the linear subspace and of the 
associated projective subspace of P™ . In this way Grassmann was the first 
to give a higher-dimensional generalization of the Cayley-Pliicker coordinates 
of lines in P 3 . Equations (10.3) of Grassmann varieties could not be found in 
his book. The fact that any relation between the Pliicker coordinates follows 
from these relations was first proven by G. Antonelli [9] and much later by 
W. Young [602]. In [502] and [503] H. Schubert defines what we now call 
Schubert varieties, and computes their dimensions and degrees in the Pliicker 
embedding. In particular, he finds the formula for the degree of a Grassmann 
variety. A modern account of Schubert's theory can be found in Hodge-Pedoe's 
book [301], v. II and Fulton's book [230]. 

The study of linear line complexes in arbitrary [n] (the classical notation [n] 
for P" was introduced by Schubert in [502]) was initiated in the work of S. 
Kantor [327], F. Palatini [422] and G. Castelnuovo [68] (in case n = 4). The 
Palatini scroll was first studied in [423] and appears often in modern litera- 
ture on vector bundles (see, for example, [417]). Quadratic line complexes in 
P 4 were extensively studied by B. Segre [512]. Although ruled surfaces were 
studied earlier (more from differential point of view), A. Cayley was the fist 
who laid the foundations of the algebraic theory of ruled surfaces [75], [82], 
[83]. The term scroll belongs to Cayley. The study of non-normal surfaces 
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in P 3 and, in particular, ruled surfaces, began with G. Salmon [486], [487]. 
Salmon's work was extended by A. Cayley [87]. The formulas of Cayley and 
Salmon were revised in a long memoir of H. Zeuthen [606] and later in his 
book [607]. A modern treatment was given by R. Piene [436]. The fact that the 
class of a ruled surface is equal to its degree is due to Cayley. The degree of a 
ruled surface defined by three directrices from Example 10.4. 1 1 was first deter- 
mined by G. Salmon [485]. Cubic ruled surfaces were classified by A. Cayley 
in [83], Part II, and, independently, by L. Cremona [138]. The classification of 
quartic ruled surfaces were started by A. Cayley [83], Parts II and III. How- 
ever, he had missed two types. A complete classification was given later by 
L. Cremona [144]. An earlier attempt for this classification was made by M. 
Chasles [94]. The classification based on the theory of tetrahedral line com- 
plexes was given by B. Wong [601]. Ruled surfaces of degree 5 were classified 
by H. Schwarz [505]. Much later this classification was extended to surfaces of 
degree 6 by W. Edge [199]. Edge's book and Sturm's book [549], vol. 1, give a 
detailed exposition of the theory of ruled surfaces. The third volume of Sturm's 
book contains an extensive account of the theory of quadratic line complexes. 
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